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This  invention  relates  to  a  toothpaste 
applicator. 

In  accordance  with  the  present  invention  there 
is  provided  a  toothpaste  applicator  which  com- 
prises  an  applicator  head  formed  on,  or  otherwise 
securely  attached  to,  one  end  of  a  drinking  straw. 

Beverages  are  currently  marketed  in  disposable 
rectangular-section  packs  to  the  outside  of  which 
is  attached  a  disposable  drinking  straw,  and  in  its 
preferred  form,  the  toothphaste  applicator 
according  to  the  present  invention  could  be  used 
in  substitution  for  the  plain  drinking  straw. 

One  embodiment  of  a  toothpaste  applicator 
according  to  the  invention  is  shown,  by  way  of 
example,  in  the  accompanying  drawings  in 
which :- 

Fig.  1  is  a  side  view  of  a  beverage  pack  to  one 
side  of  which  is  attached  a  toothpaste  applicator 
according  to  the  present  invention; 

Fig.  2 is  a  side  view,  on  an  enlarged  scale, of the 
head  of  the  toothpaste  applicator  and 

Fig.  3  is  an  end  view  of  the  applicator. 
As  shown  in  the  drawings,  the  applicator  10 

comprises  a  head  11  formed  on,  or  otherwise 
securely  attached  to,  a  drinking  straw  13.  The 
head  11,  which  conveniently  is  a  plastics  mould- 
ing,  comprises  a  pair  of  wing-shaped  portions  12 
each  of  which  extends  away  from  the  straw  on 
opposite  sides  thereof,  each  being  concave  on 
one  face  and  convex  on  the  opposite  face.  The 
convex  faces  together  define  a  single  convex 
surface.  The  straw  13  is  located  in  the  plane  of 
symmetry  of  the  applicator. 

The  concave  faces  of  wing  portions  12  are 
shaped  to  fit  the  average  shape  of  two  adjacent 
front  teeth  of  a  child  aged  6-7  years.  On  to  each 
concave  face  a  layer  of  toothpaste  is  deposited 
after  which  a  suitable  cover  strip  14  can  be 
applied  over  the  toothpaste  to  prevent  inadver- 
tent  removal. 

The  concave  face  of  each  wing  portion  12  can 
be  formed  with  transverse  ribs  or  be  otherwise 
textured  or  roughened  to  assist  in  holding  the 
toothpaste  in  position  and  to  assist  in  effecting  a 
brushing  action  when  the  applicator  is  in  use.  The 
convex  surface  of  the  wing  portions  12  can  also 
be  textured  or  roughened. 

The  applicator  has  been  designed  for  children, 
particularly  of  age  6 -7 .  

In  use,  the  child  will  detach  the  applicator  from 
t h e   pack  and,  after  removal  of  its  plastic  wrapping 

15, will  use  the  straw  of  the  applicator  to  drink  the 
contents  of  the  pack.  Thereafter  it  is  intended  that 
the  child  will  remove  the  cover  strip  14,  place  the 
applicator's  concave  side  against  his/her  teeth 
and  clean  the  teeth  by  an  upward  and  downward 
brushing-type  action.  After  applying  the  concave 
side  to  coat  the  teeth  with  toothpaste,  the  convex 
side  may  be  applied  to  the  teeth  to  obtain  more 
localised  brushing  action. 

It  is  proposed  that  the  toothpaste  may  be 
suitably  flavoured  to  encourage  the  child  to  use 
the  applicator.  By  shaping  the  applicator  in  the 

way  illustrated  and  described  above,  it  is  believed 
that  the  child  will  be  encouraged  to  use  the  up- 
and-down  action,  rather  than  than  a  side-to-side 
action  which  tends  to  be  used  with  a  conventional 
toothbrush. 

The  present  invention  is  however  not  intended 
to  replace  normal  teeth  cleaning  with  a  conven- 
tional  toothbrush. 

In  manufacture  the  applicator  head  may  be 
formed  integrally  with  the  drinking  straw  from 
plastics  material.  The  toothpaste  can  con- 
veniently  be  a  fluoridated  toothpaste.  If  however 
the  beverage  is  fluoridated,  for  example  fluori- 
dated  milk  containing  one  part  per  million  of 
fluoride,  there  will  be  no  need  to  use  fluoridated 
toothpaste. 

The  term  toothpaste  as  used  herein  is  intended 
to  include  cream  foam  dentifrices  which  can,  if 
required,  contain  fluoride. 

1.  A  toothpaste  applicator  (10)  comprising  an 
applicator  head  (11)  formed  on,  or  otherwise 
securely  attached  to,  one  end  of  a  drinking  straw 
(13). 

2.  A  toothpaste  applicator  according  to  claim  1, 
wherein  the  applicator  head  comprises  a  pair  of 
wing-shaped  portions  (12)  extending  away  from 
the  straw  (13)  on  opposite  sides  thereof,  each 
portion  being  concave  on  one  face  and  convex  on 
the  opposite  face. 

3.  A  toothpaste  applicator  according  to  claim  2, 
wherein  the  concave  faces  are  textured  to  assist 
in  retaining  toothpaste  and  to  assist  in  effecting  a 
brushing  action  in  use. 

4.  A  toothpaste  applicator  according  to  claim  2 
or  3,  wherein  the  convex  faces  are  textured  to 
assist  in  a  localised  brushing  action  in  use. 

5.  A  toothpaste  applicator  according  to  any  of 
claims  2,  3  or  4,  containing  toothpaste  in  the  wing 
portions  and  comprising  a  removable  cover  strip 
(14)  over  the  toothpaste. 
-  6.  A  disposable  beverage  pack  and  a  toothpaste 

applicator  according  to  any  preceding  claim 
removably  attached  to  the  outside  thereof. 

1.  Zahnpasta-Applikator  (10)  mit  einem  Appli- 
katorkopf  (11),  der  an  einem  Ende  eines  Trinkhal- 
mes  (13)  geformt  oder  auf  andere  Weise  fest 
angebracht  ist. 

2.  Zahnpasta-Applikator  nach  Anspruch  1, 
wobei  der  Applikatorkopf  ein  Paar flügelförmiger 
Teile  (12)  aufweist,  die  sich  vom  Halm  (13)  an 
gegenüberliegenden  Seiten  hievon  wegerstrek- 
ken,  wobei  jeder  Teil  an  einer  Seite  konkav  und  an 
der  gegenüberliegenden  Seite  konvex  ist. 

3.  Zahnpasta-Applikator  nach  Anspruch  2, 
wobei  die  konkaven  Seiten  Strukturiert  sind,  um 
das  Festhalten  von  Zahnpasta  sowie  die  Ausfüh- 
rung  eines  Bürstens  bei  der  Verwendung  zu 
unterstützen. 

4.  Zahnpasta-Applikator  nach  Anspruch  2  oder 



3,  wobei  die  konvexen  Seiten  strukturiert  sind,  um 
bei  der  Verwendung  ein  örtliches  Bürsten  zu 
unterstützen. 

5.  Zahnpasta-Applikator  nach  einem  der 
Ansprüche  2,  3  oder  4,  der  Zahnpasta  in  den 
Flügelteilen  enthält  und  einen  entfernbaren 
Abdeckstreifen  (14)  über  der  Zahnpasta  aufweist. 

6.  Einweg-Getränkepackung  und  an  deren 
Außenseite  abnehmbar  angebrachter  Zahnpasta- 
Applikator  nach  einem  beliebigen  vorhergehen- 
den  Anspruch. 

1.  Applicateur  de  pâte  dentifrice  (10)  compre- 
nant  une  tête  d'applicateur  (11)  formée  sur  une 
extrémité  d'une  paille  pour  boire  (13),  ou  de 
quelque  autre  façon  que  ce  soit  solidement  atta- 
chée  à  celle-ci. 

2.  Applicateur  de  pâte  dentifrice  suivant  la 
revendication  1,  caractérisé  en  ce  que  la  tête 
d'applicateur  comprend  une  paire  de  parties  en 
forme  d'aile  (12)  partant  de  la  paille  (13)  sur  des 

côtés  opposés  de  celle-ci,  chaque  partie  étant 
concave  sur  une  face  et  convexe  sur  la  face 
opposée. 

3.  Applicateur  de  pâte  dentifrice  suivant  la 
revendication  2,  caractérisé  en  ce  que  les  faces 
concaves  sont  texturées  pour  faciliter  le  maintien 
de  la  pâte  dentifrice  et  pour  faciliter  la  réalisation 
d'un  brossage  en  cours  d'utilisation. 

4.  Applicateur  de  pâte  dentifrice  suivant  l'une 
ou  l'autre  des  revendications  2  et  3,  caractérisé  en 
ce  que  les  faces  convexes  sont  texturées  pour 
faciliter  un  brossage  localisé  en  cours  d'utilisa- 
tion. 

5.  Applicateur  de  pâte  dentifrice  suivant  l'une 
quelconque  des  revendications  2,  3  et  4,  caracté- 
risé  en  ce  qu'il  contient  de  la  pâte  dentifrice  dans 
les  parties  en  forme  d'aile  et  en  ce  qu'il  comprend 
une  bande  de  recouvrement  enlevable  (14)  sur  la 
pâte  dentifrice. 

6.  Emballage  pour  boisson  à  jeter  et  applicateur 
de  pâte  dentifrice  suivant  l'une  quelconque  des 
revendications  précédentes,  fixé  de  façon  amovi- 
ble  à  l'extérieur  de  celui-ci. 
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