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(54) TORSIONAL VIBRATION DAMPER

(57) A torsional vibration damper (1) in which vibra-
tion damping performance is ensured by preventing a
contact between a rolling mass and a rotary member. A
rolling mass (19) includes a trunk (26) penetrating
through a bore (20). A first corner (32) formed in an axial

end of the trunk (26) is rounded. A rotary member (18)
includes a second corner (35) formed in the bore (29).
an axial length (B) of the first corner (32) of the rolling
mass (19) is longer than an axial length (A) of the second
corner (35) of the rotary member (18).
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Description

[0001] The present disclosure claims the benefit of
Japanese Patent Application No. 2017-085545 filed on
April 24, 2017 with the Japanese Patent Office, the dis-
closure of which is incorporated herein by reference in
its entirety.

BACKGROUND

Field of the Disclosure

[0002] The present disclosure relates to the art of a
device for damping torsional vibrations utilizing recipro-
cating motion or oscillating motion of an inertial mass.

Discussion of the Related Art

[0003] A rotary member such as a drive shaft for trans-
mitting torque generated by a prime mover is vibrated by
pulsation of input torque or load torque by driving a mem-
ber connected to the rotary member. That is, torsional
vibration is caused on the rotary member by such torque
pulse. Publication of Japanese patent No. 5928515 de-
scribes one example of an apparatus for reducing this
kind of torsional vibration. In the torsional vibration re-
ducing apparatus of Japanese patent No. 5928515, a
rolling body is oscillated by torque pulse along an inner
surface of a chamber to damp torsional vibration on a
rotating body. According to the teachings of Japanese
patent No. 5928515, the rolling body has an H-shaped
cross-section, and a first flange portion and a second
flange portion of the rolling body have different configu-
rations.
[0004] According to the teachings of Japanese patent
No. 5928515, specifically, a curvature of a corner be-
tween an outer circumferential surface of a shaft portion
and an inner surface of the first flange portion and a cur-
vature of a corner between the outer circumferential sur-
face of the shaft portion and an inner surface of the sec-
ond flange portion are differentiated from each other.
Therefore, during oscillation of the rolling body, an axial
force acting on the corner between the shaft portion and
the first flange portion and an axial force acting on the
corner between the shaft portion and the second flange
portion are differentiated from each other. For this rea-
son, even when the rolling body makes reciprocal motion
in the axial direction of the rotating body due to the above-
described axial force, the reciprocal motion is less likely
to be repeated in a constant cycle, and thus the rolling
body can be suppressed from being resonated.
[0005] In the torsional vibration reducing apparatus of
Japanese patent No. 5928515, detachment of the rolling
body from the chamber can be prevented by the flange
portions sandwiching the rotating body. However, when
the flange portion is brought into contact to the rotating
body by the axial force, the reciprocating motion of the
rolling body may be hindered by sliding resistance acting

between the flange portion and the rotating body. Con-
sequently, vibration damping performance of the torsion-
al vibration reducing apparatus may be reduced.

SUMMARY

[0006] Aspects of preferred embodiments of the
present application have been conceived noting the fore-
going technical problems, and it is therefore an object of
the present disclosure is to provide a torsional vibration
damper in which vibration damping performance is en-
sured by preventing a contact between a rolling mass
and a rotary member.
[0007] The embodiment of the present disclosure re-
lates to a torsional vibration damper comprising: a rotary
member that is rotated by a torque; a bore that is formed
on the rotary member; and a rolling mass that is oscillated
along a raceway surface of the bore by a rotation of the
rotary member. According to the embodiment of the
present disclosure, the rolling mass includes a trunk pen-
etrating through the bore, a first corner formed in any one
of an axial end of the trunk in which an outer diameter of
the trunk increases gradually toward an axial end, and a
flange portion formed on axially outer side of the first
corner whose outer diameter is larger than an opening
width of the bore. The rotary member includes a second
corner formed in the bore in which an opening width of
the bore increases gradually toward a radially outer side.
The second corner includes a radially outer corner at
which a thickness of the rotary member is maximum thick-
ness. The first corner includes an opposing point that is
to be opposed to the radially outer corner of the rotary
member in an axial direction when the rolling mass is
oscillated along a raceway surface of the bore. An axial
length between a starting point of the first corner and the
opposing point in the rolling mass is longer than an axial
length of the second corner in the rotary member.
[0008] In a non-limiting embodiment, the first corner
may include a first curved surface, and the second corner
may include a chamfered portion and a second curved
surface.
[0009] In a non-limiting embodiment, the first corner
may include an inclined corner surface that is inclined at
a predetermined angle with respect to a rotational center
axis of the rotary member, and the second corner may
include a chamfered portion and a second curved sur-
face.
[0010] In a non-limiting embodiment, the flange portion
may include an inner surface connected to the first cor-
ner, and the inner surface may include an inclined surface
that is inclined at a predetermined angle with respect to
the rotational center axis of the rotary member.
[0011] In a non-limiting embodiment, a curvature radi-
us of the first curved surface may be set within a range
from 0.2 mm to 2.0 mm.
[0012] In a non-limiting embodiment, an inclination an-
gle of the inclined corner surface with respect to the ro-
tational center axis of the rotary member and an inclina-
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tion angle of the inclined surface with respect to the ro-
tational center axis of the rotary member may be different
from each other.
[0013] In a non-limiting embodiment, the inclination an-
gle of the inclined corner surface is smaller than the in-
clination angle of the inclined surface.
[0014] In a non-limiting embodiment, the inclination an-
gle of the inclined surface may be set within a range from
45 degrees to 85 degrees.
[0015] In a non-limiting embodiment, the inclination an-
gle of the inclined corner surface may be set within a
range from 1 degree to 84 degrees.
[0016] In a non-limiting embodiment, the inclination an-
gle of the inclined corner surface may be set within a
range from 10 degrees to 50 degrees.
[0017] In a non-limiting embodiment, the inclination an-
gle of the inclined corner surface may be set to 45 de-
grees.
[0018] In a non-limiting embodiment, the flange portion
and the first corner may be formed on both axial sides of
the trunk. In addition, the rolling mass may comprise: a
first piece having a cylindrical shaft portion serves as the
trunk, an insertion hole formed in the cylindrical shaft
portion, and the flange portion formed integrally with the
cylindrical shaft portion; and a second piece having the
flange portion, and a shaft portion protruding from the
flange portion to be inserted into the insertion hole of the
first piece.
[0019] In a non-limiting embodiment, a configuration
of the first corner of one of axial ends of the trunk and a
configuration of the first corner of the other one of axial
ends of the trunk may be different from each other.
[0020] According to the embodiment of the present dis-
closure, when the rolling mass is displaced in the axial
direction toward the rotary member by vibrations or the
like, the flange portion is isolated away from the rotary
member by an axial thrust force established as a result
of contact between the second corner and the first corner.
That is, the rolling mass can be prevented from being
contacted to the rotary member during rotation of the
rotary member 18. According to the embodiment of the
present disclosure, therefore, sliding resistance between
the flange portion of the rolling mass and the rotary mem-
ber can be eliminated. For this reason, the rolling mass
is allowed to oscillate smoothly.
[0021] Further, since the rolling mass is allowed to os-
cillate smoothly, a designed vibration damping perform-
ance of the torsional vibration damper can be ensured
while limiting damages on the rotary member and the
rolling mass. In addition, it is possible to prevent gener-
ation of collision noise and abrasion powder.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0022] Features, aspects, and advantages of exem-
plary embodiments of the present disclosure will become
better understood with reference to the following descrip-
tion and accompanying drawings, which should not limit

the disclosure in any way.

Fig. 1 is a schematic illustration showing the torque
converter including the torque vibration damping de-
vice according to the embodiment of the present dis-
closure;
Fig. 2 is a front view showing one example of the
vibration damper;
Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view showing a cross-sec-
tion of the torsional vibration damper according to
the embodiment along the line III-III in Fig. 2;
Fig. 4 is a partial cross-sectional view showing the
rotary member and the rolling mass according to the
first example;
Fig. 5 is a partial cross-sectional view showing the
rotary member and the rolling mass according to the
second example;
Fig. 6 is a partial cross-sectional view showing the
rotary member and the rolling mass according to the
third example;
Fig. 7 is a partial cross-sectional view showing the
rotary member and the rolling mass according to the
fourth example;
Fig. 8 is a partial cross-sectional view showing the
rotary member and the rolling mass according to the
fifth example;
Fig. 9 is a partial cross-sectional view showing the
rotary member and the rolling mass according to the
sixth example; and
Fig. 10 is a cross-sectional view showing a cross-
section of the torsional vibration damper according
to another embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENT(S)

[0023] Preferred embodiments of the present applica-
tion will now be explained with reference to the accom-
panying drawings. In Fig. 1, there is schematically shown
a torque converter 2 having a torsional vibration damper
1 according to the embodiment. A front cover 4 extending
from an engine 3 is connected to a pump shell 5 to form
a housing of the torque converter 2, and an input shaft 6
of a not shown transmission penetrates through a center
axis of the housing. A turbine hub 7 is fitted onto the input
shaft 6 to be rotated integrally therewith while being con-
nected to a turbine runner 8, a lockup clutch 9, and the
torsional vibration damper 1.
[0024] As known in the conventional art, the turbine
runner 8 is opposed to a pump impeller 10 to be rotated
by a spiral oil flow created by the pump impeller 10. The
lockup clutch 9 is hydraulically engaged with an inner
face of the front cover 4 to enable torque transmission,
and the torque transmission is interrupted by reducing
hydraulic pressure applied to the lockup clutch 9 to with-
drawn the lockup clutch 9 from the front cover 4. The
lockup clutch 9 is also connected to the turbine hub 7
through a lockup damper 11 adapted to absorb vibrations

3 4 



EP 3 396 200 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

elastically by a coil spring. Specifically, the lockup damp-
er 11 comprises a drive member 12 connected to the
lockup clutch 9 and a driven member 14 connected not
only to the drive member 12 through a coil spring 13 but
also to the turbine hub 7. Both of the drive member 12
and driven member 14 are annular plate members. A
stator 15 is disposed between the pump impeller 10 and
the turbine runner 8 in an inner circumferential side of
those members. The stator 15 is engaged to a fixed shaft
16 also fitted onto the input shaft 6 through a one-way
clutch 17.
[0025] The torsional vibration damper 1 is disposed
between the turbine runner 8 and the lockup clutch 9 or
the lockup damper 11. A structure of the torsional vibra-
tion damper 1 is schematically shown in Fig. 2. The tor-
sional vibration damper 1 comprises a rotary member 18
as a circular plate fitted onto a crankshaft of the engine
3, a propeller shaft that delivers power to a wheel, or an
axle (neither of which are shown) to be rotated integrally
therewith. In the rotary member 18, a plurality of bores
20 are formed in a circular manner around a rotational
center O at even intervals, in other words, symmetrically
with respect to the rotational center O. A rolling mass 19
is held, respectively, in each of the bore 20.
[0026] Each of the bores 20 is individually formed to
penetrate through the rotary member 18 in a thickness
direction, and for example, individually shaped into a kid-
ney-shape that allows the rolling mass 19 to be oscillated
by pulsation of the torque applied to the rotary member
18. Instead, the bore 20 may also be shaped into a jel-
lybean-shape or an exact circle. A radially outer portion
of an inner circumferential edge of the bore 20 serves as
a raceway surface 21 on which the rolling mass 19 rolls.
Specifically, the raceway surface 21 is curved inwardly
so that a curvature radius of the raceway surface 21 is
shorter than that of rotary member 18. In the bore 20, the
rolling mass 19 is allowed to oscillate between lateral
ends 22 of the inner circumferential edge of the bore 20.
[0027] A structure of the rolling mass 19 is shown in
Fig. 3. As illustrated in Fig. 3, the rolling mass 19 is a
column or cylindrical member having an H-shaped cross-
section. According to the embodiment, the rolling mass
19 is formed by combining a female member 24 as a first
piece and a male member 25 as a second piece. Spe-
cifically, the rolling mass 19 comprises a trunk 26 as a
diametrically-smaller cylindrical shaft portion of the fe-
male member 24, and a pair of diametrically-larger flange
portions 23a, 23b formed on both sides of the trunk 26.
When the rotary member 18 is rotated, an outer circum-
ferential face 27 of the trunk 26 is centrifugally brought
into contact to the raceway surface 21, and an inner sur-
face 31 of the flange portion 23a of the female member
24 and an inner surface 31 of the flange portion 23b of
the male member 25 are respectively brought into contact
to the rotary member 18 to prevent detachment of the
rolling mass 19 from the bore 20. Thus, the rolling mass
19 is held partially in the bore 20. In order to allow the
rolling mass 19 to smoothly oscillate in the bore 20, an

outer diameter of the trunk 26 of the rolling mass 19 is
set to be slightly smaller than a clearance between the
raceway surface 21 and a radially inner portion of the
inner circumferential edge of the bore 20.
[0028] In order not to disturb an oscillating motion of
the rolling mass 19 by oil, a radially outer portion of the
rotary member 18 where the rolling masses 19 are held
in the bores 20 is covered liquid-tightly by a pair of annular
casings (not shown) from both sides of the rotary member
18.
[0029] As described, when the rotary member 18 is
rotated, the outer circumferential face 27 of the trunk 26
is centrifugally pushed onto the raceway surface 21 of
the bore 20, and the outer diameter of the trunk 26 is
smaller than the clearance between the raceway surface
21 and the radially inner portion of the inner circumfer-
ential edge of the bore 20. In this situation, therefore, a
radially innermost portion of the trunk 26 is isolated away
from the radially inner portion of the inner circumferential
edge of the bore 20 as illustrated in Fig. 3.
[0030] Specifically, the female member 24 comprises
the above-mentioned flange portion 23a serving as the
trunk 26 of the rolling mass 19, and the cylindrical shaft
portion protruding from the flange portion 23a toward the
male member 25 to penetrate through the bore 20. That
is, a length of the trunk 26 in an axial direction is longer
than a thickness of the rotary member 18. An outer di-
ameter of the flange portion 23a is larger than an opening
width of the bore 20.
[0031] On the other hand, the male member 25 com-
prises the above-mentioned flange portion 23b, and a
shaft portion 28 protruding from the flange portion 23b
to be inserted into an insertion hole 29 of the cylindrical
shaft portion (i.e., the trunk 26) of the female member
24. Specifically, a length of the shaft portion 28 in the
axial direction is substantially identical to a total axial
length of the cylindrical shaft portion and the flange por-
tion 23a of the female member 24, and an outer diameter
of the shaft portion 28 is substantially equal to or slightly
smaller than an inner diameter of the cylindrical shaft
portion of the female member 24. An outer diameter of
the flange portion 23a is also larger than an opening width
of the bore 20. In the rolling mass 19 thus structured, the
flange portion 23a of the female member 24 and the
flange portion 23b of the male member 25 are opposed
to each other across the trunk 16. Alternatively, the rolling
mass 19 may also be divided into more than two pieces
such as a flange portion, a trunk portion and another
flange portion. Further, any one of the flange portions
may be omitted as necessary.
[0032] Thus, in the torsional vibration damper 1, the
rolling masses 19 are held respectively in the bore 20.
When the rotary member 18 is rotated, the outer circum-
ferential face 27 of the trunk 26 of each of the rolling
masses is individually pushed onto the raceway surface
21 of each of the bores 20 by the centrifugal force. In this
situation, each of the rolling masses 19 is oscillated in
the bore 20 by pulsation of the torque applied to the rotary
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member 18. Consequently, torsional vibrations on the
shaft to on which the torsional vibration damper 1 is
mounted caused by such pulsation of the torque are
damped or absorbed by the rolling masses 19 thus os-
cillated.
[0033] During oscillation of the rolling mass 19, the roll-
ing mass 19 is inevitably inclined or reciprocated in the
axial direction by a disturbance such as vibrations of the
engine 3. Consequently, the flange portion 23a or 23b of
the rolling mass 19 are brought into contact to a circular
face 18a of the rotary member 18. In this situation, the
reciprocating motion of the rolling mass 19 may be hin-
dered by sliding resistance acting between the flange
portion 23a or 23b and the circular face 18a of the rotary
member 18. As a result, vibration damping performance
of the torsional vibration damper 1 may be reduced. In
order to avoid such reduction in the vibration damping
performance of the torsional vibration damper 1, accord-
ing to the embodiment, each of the rolling masses 19 has
a configuration such that the flange portions 23a and 23b
are prevented from being contacted to the circular face
18a of the rotary member 18.
[0034] A first example of the configuration to prevent
a contact between the flange portions 23a and 23b of the
rolling mass 19 and the rotary member 18 is shown in
Fig. 4. According to the first example, in the rolling mass
19, a first corner 32 between the outer circumferential
face 27 of the trunk 26 and the inner surface 31 of the
flange portion 23a or 23b is rounded to form a curved
surface 33 as a first curved surface, and an inclined sur-
face 34 is formed on the inner surface 31 of the flange
portion 23a or 23b from the curved surface 33 in such a
manner as to reduce thickness of the flange portion 23a
or 23b toward a radially outer end. On the other hand, in
the rotary member 18, a second corner 35 between the
raceway surface 21 of the bore 20 and the circular face
18a is chamfered to form a chamfered portion 36. In the
torsional vibration damper 1 according to the first exam-
ple, therefore, a relief area 37 is created between the
circular face 18a of the rotary member 18 and the inclined
surface 34 of the rolling mass 19. For this reason, the
inclined surface 34, that is, the inner surface 31 of the
flange portion 23a or 23b of the rolling mass 19 will not
be brought into contact to the circular face 18a of the
rotary member 18, even when the rolling mass 19 is vi-
brated in the axial direction.
[0035] In the torsional vibration damper 1 according to
the first example, the above-explained configuration of
the first corner 32 may be applied not only to the female
member 24 but also to the male member 25. Likewise,
the above-explained configuration of the second corner
35 may be applied to each corner between the raceway
surface 21 and the circular face 18a in the axial direction.
Therefore, in the following descriptions, only the config-
uration of the male member 25 side will be explained with
reference to Figs. 4 to 9, and the flange portion 23a or
23b of the rolling mass 19 will also be simply called the
flange portion 23. In the curved surface 33 formed in the

first corner 32, specifically, an outer diameter of the trunk
26 increases gradually toward the flange portion 23, that
is, toward the axial end. In other words, a center of cur-
vature of the curved surface 33 in the first corner 32 is
situated radially outer side of the trunk 26. On the other
hand, in the chamfered portion 36 formed in the second
corner 35, an opening width of the bore 20 increases
gradually toward the radially outer side. In other words,
a distance from a radially center line L of the bore 20 to
the raceway surface 21 increases gradually in the cham-
fered portion 36.
[0036] In the first example, a thickness A of the cham-
fered portion 36 is defined as a distance between: a ra-
dially inner corner 40 between the raceway surface 21
and the chamfered portion 36; and a radially outer corner
18 between the chamfered portion 36 and the circular
face 18a of the rotary member 18b. That is, in the second
corner 35, a thickness of the rotary member 18 becomes
the maximum thickness at the radially outer corner 18b.
On the other hand, an axial width B of the curved surface
33 is defined as an axial distance between: a starting
point 41 corresponding to the radially inner corner 40 of
the chamfered portion 36; and an opposing point P to be
opposed to the radially outer corner 18b of the chamfered
portion 36 when the outer circumferential face 27 of the
trunk 26 is centrifugally pushed onto the raceway surface
21 of the bore 20. As can be seen from Fig. 1, according
to the first example, the axial width B of the curved surface
33 is set to be wider than the thickness A of the chamfered
portion 36. In other words, an axial length B of the first
corner 32 is longer than an axial length A of the second
corner 35.
[0037] Thus, the first corner 32 includes the opposing
point P opposing to the radially outer corner 18b of the
chamfered portion 36, and the second corner 35 includes
the radially inner corner 40 as a starting point of the cham-
fered portion 36, and the radially outer corner 18b as an
end point of the chamfered portion 36. In addition, the
axial width of the curved surface 33 of the first corner 32
is wider than the axial width of the chamfered portion 36
of the second corner 35. Further, a distance between the
circular face 18a of the rotary member 18 and the inclined
surface 34 of the flange portion 23 becomes shortest at
a level where the radially outer corner 18b and the op-
posing point P are situated.
[0038] Since the axial length B is longer than the axial
length A, the relief area 37 is maintained between the
circular face 18a of the rotary member 18 and the inner
surface 31 of the flange portion 23. In addition, since the
inclined surface 34 is formed on the inner surface 31, the
relief area 37 becomes wider toward the radially outer
side. In the torsional vibration damper 1, therefore, the
flange portion 23 of the rolling mass 19 will not be brought
into contact to the circular face 18a of the rotary member
18 even when the rolling mass 19 is vibrated in the axial
direction.
[0039] Specifically, the curved surface 33 of the first
corner 32 is formed in such a manner as to have a cur-
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vature radius from 0.2 mm to 2.0 mm, and to have an
inclination angle α of the inclined surface 34 of the flange
portion 23 with respect to the outer circumferential face
27 of the trunk 26 from 45 degrees to 85 degrees. On
the other hand, for example, an inclination angle of the
chamfered portion 36 of the second corner 35 is set to
45 degrees, and a width of the chamfered portion 36 be-
tween the radially inner corner 40 and the radially outer
corner 18b is set within 1 mm. If the inclination angle α
of the inclined surface 34 is smaller than 45 degrees, a
cut amount of the rolling mass 19 is increased exces-
sively and hence a mass of the rolling mass 19 would be
too light to ensure the vibration damping performance.
By contrast, if the inclination angle α of the inclined sur-
face 34 is greater than 85 degrees, the flange portion 23
may collide into the circular face 18a of the rotary member
18.
[0040] Specifically, when the rolling mass 19 is sub-
jected to the vibrations to be displaced toward the rotary
member 18, an axial thrust force is applied to the rolling
mass 19 as a result of contact between the chamfered
portion 36 and the curved surface 33 so that the flange
portion 23 is isolated away from the circular face 18a of
the rotary member 18. Therefore, the sliding resistance
will not act between the flange portion 23 of the rolling
mass 19 and the circular face 18a of the rotary member
18. In other words, when the rolling mass 19 is subjected
to the vibrations to be displaced toward the rotary mem-
ber 18 while being pushed centrifugally onto the raceway
surface 21, the radially inner corner 40 is stranded on
the curved surface 33 of the rolling mass 19. Consequent-
ly, the rolling mass 19 is aligned automatically with the
rotary member 18 by a component of the centrifugal force
established by the curved surface 33 of the rolling mass
19.
[0041] Thus, in the torsional vibration damper 1, the
flange portion 23 of the rolling mass 19 can be prevented
from being contacted to the circular face 18a of the rotary
member 18. For this reason, a designed vibration damp-
ing performance can be ensured while limiting damages
on the rotary member 18 and the rolling mass 19. In ad-
dition, it is possible to prevent generation of collision
noise and abrasion powder.
[0042] In the torsional vibration damper 1, configura-
tion of the first corner 32 of the rolling mass 19 and the
second corner of the rotary member 18 may be modified
as long as the axial length B of the first corner 32 is longer
than the axial length A of the second corner 35. Modifi-
cation examples of the torsional vibration damper 1 will
be explained hereinafter with reference to Figs. 5 to 9.
[0043] In the second example in which the inclination
angle β of the chamfered portion 36 is altered is shown
in Fig. 5. Specifically, the inclination angle β of the cham-
fered portion 36 of the second corner 35 is set to be great-
er than 45 degrees. According to the second example,
therefore, the flange portion 23 of the rolling mass 19 will
not be brought into contact to the circular face 18a of the
rotary member 18 even when the rolling mass 19 is vi-

brated in the axial direction.
[0044] Fig. 6 shows the third example of the torsional
vibration damper 1. In the torsional vibration damper 1
according to the third example, the chamfered portion 36
of the second corner 35 may also be formed utilizing a
pressed edge created by a press work without cutting
the second corner 35 of the rotary member 18. According
to the third example, the second corner 35 of the rotary
member 18 is shaped into a rounded corner 42 as a sec-
ond curved surface by the press work. In the torsional
vibration damper 1 according to the third example, the
thickness A of the rounded corner 42 is also defined as
the distance between: the radially inner corner 40 be-
tween the raceway surface 21 and the rounded corner
42; and the radially outer corner 18 between the rounded
corner 42 and the circular face 18a of the rotary member
18b. As indicated in Fig. 3, the axial width B of the curved
surface 33 is also wider than the thickness A of the round-
ed corner 42. That is, the axial length B of the first corner
32 is also longer than the axial length A of the second
corner 25. According to the third example, since the
rounded corner 42 is formed only by the press work with-
out requiring the cutting work, a manufacturing cost of
the torsional vibration damper 1 can be reduced.
[0045] Fig. 7 shows the fourth example of the torsional
vibration damper 1 as a modification example of the first
example shown in Fig. 1. In the fourth example, specifi-
cally, the curved surface 33 is also formed in the first
corner 32, and a vertical surface 44 extends from the
curved surface 33 in the inner surface 31 of the flange
portion 23.
[0046] Fig. 8 shows the fifth example of the torsional
vibration damper 1. According to the fifth example, an
inclined corner surface 45 is formed in the first corner 32
instead of the curved surface 33, and the vertical surface
44 extends from the inclined corner surface 45 in the
inner surface 31 of the flange portion 23. The inclined
corner surface 45 is inclined at a predetermined angle
with respect to a rotational center axis X of the rotary
member 18. Specifically, the inclined corner surface 45
is formed in such a manner as to have an inclination angle
γ with respect to the outer circumferential face 27 of the
trunk 26 from 1 degree to 84 degrees.
[0047] Fig. 9 shows the sixth example of the torsional
vibration damper 1. According to the sixth example, the
inclined corner surface 45 is also formed in the first corner
32 instead of the curved surface 33, and the inclined sur-
face 34 extends from the inclined corner surface 45 in
the inner surface 31 of the flange portion 23. According
to the sixth example, specifically, the inclined corner sur-
face 45 is formed in such a manner as to have an incli-
nation angle γ with respect to the outer circumferential
face 27 of the trunk 26 from 1 degree to 84 degrees. On
the other hand, the inclined surface 34 is formed in such
a manner as to have an inclination angle δ with respect
to the outer circumferential face 27 of the trunk 26 from
45 degrees to 85 degrees. Preferably, the inclination an-
gle γ of the inclined corner surface 45 is set within a range
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from 10 degrees to 50 degrees. More preferably, the in-
clination angle γ of the inclined corner surface 45 is set
to 45 degrees. Thus, the inclination angle γ of the inclined
corner surface 45 and the inclination angle δ of the in-
clined surface 34 are different from each other. Specifi-
cally, the inclination angle γ of the inclined corner surface
45 is smaller than the inclination angle δ of the inclined
surface 34. If the inclination angle δ of the inclined surface
34 is smaller than 45 degrees, a cut amount of the rolling
mass 19 is increased excessively and hence a mass of
the rolling mass 19 would be too light to ensure the vi-
bration damping performance. By contrast, if the inclina-
tion angle δ of the inclined surface 34 is greater than 85
degrees, the flange portion 23 may collide into the circular
face 18a of the rotary member 18.
[0048] Although the above exemplary embodiment of
the present application has been described, it will be un-
derstood by those skilled in the art that the torsional vi-
bration damper according to the present disclosure
should not be limited to the described exemplary embod-
iment, and various changes and modifications can be
made within the scope of the present disclosure. For ex-
ample, a combination of the configurations of the first
corner 32 of the rolling mass 19 and the second corner
of the rotary member 18 may be altered arbitrarily as long
as the axial distance B is longer than the axial distance A.
[0049] That is, in the rolling mass 19 according to the
foregoing examples, the flange portion 23a of the female
member 24 and the flange portion 23b of the male mem-
ber 25 are formed symmetrically with each other. How-
ever, as shown in Fig. 10, the flange portion 23a of the
female member 24 and the flange portion 23b of the male
member 25 may also be formed unsymmetrically with
each other.
[0050] Specifically, in the modification example shown
in Fig. 10, the inclined corner surface 45 is formed in the
first corner 32 of the male member 25, and the inclined
surface 34 extends from the inclined corner surface 45
in the inner surface 31 of the flange portion 23a. On the
other hand, in the female member 24, the curved surface
33 is formed in the first corner 32, and the inclined surface
34 extends from the inclined corner surface 45 in the
inner surface 31 of the flange portion 23b. According to
the modification example shown in Fig. 10, in addition to
the advantages achieved by the foregoing examples, it
is possible to prevent repetition of reciprocation of the
rolling mass 19 in the axial direction thereby preventing
an occurrence of resonance.
[0051] In addition, the flange portions 23a and 23b may
be omitted from the rolling mass 19. In this case, in order
to prevent a detachment of the rolling mass 19 from the
bore 20 of the rotary member 18, a groove may be formed
on a width center of the inner circumferential edge of the
bore 20, and a protrusion or key may be formed around
the trunk 26 of the rolling mass 19 to be fitted into the
groove of the bore 20. In the groove of the bore 20, any
of the configurations of the first corner 32 may be applied
to each corner of the groove, and any of configurations

of the second corner 35 may be applied to each corner
of the protrusion or key.

Claims

1. A torsional vibration damper (1) comprising:

a rotary member (18) that is rotated by a torque;
a bore (20) that is formed on the rotary member
(18); and
a rolling mass (19) that is oscillated along a race-
way surface (21) of the bore (20) by a rotation
of the rotary member (18);
characterized in that:

the rolling mass (19) includes a trunk (26)
penetrating through the bore (20), a first cor-
ner (32) formed in any one of an axial end
of the trunk (26) in which an outer diameter
of the trunk (26) increases gradually toward
an axial end, and a flange portion (23)
formed on axially outer side of the first cor-
ner (32) whose outer diameter is larger than
an opening width of the bore (20);
the rotary member (18) includes a second
corner (35) formed in the bore (29) in which
an opening width of the bore (20) increases
gradually toward a radially outer side;
the second corner (35) includes a radially
outer corner (18b) at which a thickness of
the rotary member (18) is maximum thick-
ness;
the first corner (32) includes an opposing
point (P) that is to be opposed to the radially
outer corner (18b) of the rotary member (18)
in an axial direction when the rolling mass
(19) is oscillated along a raceway surface
(21) of the bore (20); and
an axial length (B) between a starting point
(41) of the first corner (32) and the opposing
point (P) in the rolling mass (19) is longer
than an axial length (A) of the second corner
(35) in the rotary member (18).

2. The torsional vibration damper (1) as claimed in
claim 1,
wherein the first corner (32) includes a first curved
surface (33), and
the second corner (35) includes a chamfered portion
(36) and a second curved surface (42).

3. The torsional vibration damper (1) as claimed in
claim 1,
wherein the first corner (32) includes an inclined cor-
ner surface (45) that is inclined at a predetermined
angle with respect to a rotational center axis (X) of
the rotary member (18), and
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the second corner (35) includes a chamfered portion
(36) and a second curved surface (42).

4. The torsional vibration damper (1) as claimed in
claim 2,
wherein the flange portion (23) includes an inner sur-
face (31) connected to the first corner (32), and
the inner surface (31) includes an inclined surface
(34) that is inclined at a predetermined angle with
respect to the rotational center axis (X) of the rotary
member (18).

5. The torsional vibration damper (1) as claimed in
claim 2 or 4, wherein a curvature radius of the first
curved surface (33) falls within a range from 0.2 mm
to 2.0 mm.

6. The torsional vibration damper (1) as claimed in
claim 3, wherein an inclination angle (γ) of the in-
clined corner surface (45) with respect to the rota-
tional center axis (X) of the rotary member (18) and
an inclination angle (δ) of the inclined surface (34)
with respect to the rotational center axis (X) of the
rotary member (18) are different from each other.

7. The torsional vibration damper (1) as claimed in
claim 6, wherein the inclination angle (γ) of the in-
clined corner surface (45) is smaller than the incli-
nation angle (δ) of the inclined surface (34).

8. The torsional vibration damper (1) as claimed in
claim 7, wherein the inclination angle (δ) of the in-
clined surface (34) falls within a range from 45 de-
grees to 85 degrees.

9. The torsional vibration damper (1) as claimed in
claim 8, wherein the inclination angle (γ) of the in-
clined corner surface (45) falls within a range from
1 degree to 84 degrees.

10. The torsional vibration damper (1) as claimed in
claim 8, wherein the inclination angle (γ) of the in-
clined corner surface (45) falls within a range from
10 degrees to 50 degrees.

11. The torsional vibration damper (1) as claimed in
claim 8, wherein the inclination angle (γ) of the in-
clined corner surface (45) is set to 45 degrees.

12. The torsional vibration damper (1) as claimed in any
of claims 1 to 11,
wherein the flange portion (23) and the first corner
(32) are formed on both axial sides of the trunk (26),
and
wherein the rolling mass (19) comprises:

a first piece (24) having a cylindrical shaft portion
serves as the trunk (26), an insertion hole (29)

formed in the cylindrical shaft portion (26), and
the flange portion (23a) formed integrally with
the cylindrical shaft portion (26); and
a second piece (25) having the flange portion
(23b), and a shaft portion (28) protruding from
the flange portion (23b) to be inserted into the
insertion hole (29) of the first piece (24).

13. The torsional vibration damper (1) as claimed in
claim 12, wherein a configuration of the first corner
(32) of one of axial ends of the trunk (26) and a con-
figuration of the first corner (32) of the other one of
axial ends of the trunk (26) are different from each
other.
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