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(54) CONTROLLER FOR A WIND TURBINE

(57) A controller (100) for a wind turbine (1) compris-
es a power controller unit (101) for controlling a power
output of an electric generator (10) comprised in the wind
turbine (1). The power controller unit (101) operates the
electric generator (10) according to a speed reference
value (211, 213) and a power reference value (212, 214),
the speed reference value (211, 213) and a power refer-
ence value (212, 214) being chosen along a linear oper-

ating trajectory (204, 205) in a power vs speed graph
(200), the linear operating trajectory (205) including a
point (210) corresponding to the nominal power (212)
and the nominal generator speed (211). The power con-
troller unit (101) includes a slider command (103) for se-
lecting the angular position of the linear operating trajec-
tory (204, 205) in the power vs speed graph (200).
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Description

Field of Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to the field of con-
trolling the operation of wind turbines.

Art Background

[0002] A wind turbine controller has several objectives;
it must maximize power production, reduce and limit
structural and electrical loads, and also reduce and limit
acoustic noise emissions. Typically, the wind turbine con-
troller comprises multiple controllers that are used to
achieve the control objectives by individually controlling
actuators for yaw direction, generator power (or torque),
and blade pitch angles.
[0003] When running on subsidies-based markets,
wind turbines are running more or less on the highest
possible power production. In the future wind turbines
are going to be sold to non-subsidies-based markets,
where alternative use of the turbines is expected to be
relevant. The turbine can e.g. be operated at a curtailed
level to be ready for a fast ramp-up of power in a balancing
service configuration. Wind turbines could also be oper-
ated at curtailed level because the power production is
higher than the submitted day-before offer. In this case
there might not be a need for fast ramp rates. The capa-
bility ramp up to maximum production s much related to
the rotor speed of the turbines. If fast ramp rates are
required the speed has to be kept at or near the optimal
operating point, i.e. nominal speed, to avoid first accel-
erating the rotor before optimal power can be produced.
In the case there is not a need for fast ramp rates, it would
be beneficial to reduce the rotor speed to get some load
reduction, as e.g. tower fatigue loads are much related
to the rotor speed and not the power.
[0004] Accordingly, there is a need for an improved
way of controlling a wind turbine, which may either op-
erate at the highest possible power production or at a
curtailed level.

Summary of the Invention

[0005] This need may be met by the subject matter
according to the independent claims. Advantageous em-
bodiments of the present invention are described by the
dependent claims.
[0006] According to a first aspect of the invention there
is provided a controller for a wind turbine, the controller
comprising a power controller unit for controlling a power
output of an electric generator comprised in the wind tur-
bine, the power controller unit operating the electric gen-
erator according to a speed reference value and a power
reference value, the speed reference value and a power
reference value being chosen along an operating trajec-
tory in a power vs speed graph, the operating trajectory
including a point corresponding to the nominal power and

the nominal generator speed, wherein the power control-
ler unit includes a slider command for selecting the an-
gular position of the operating trajectory in the power vs
speed graph.
[0007] In the present context, the term "slider com-
mand" may any command of the mechanical type (for
example a button) or electrical type (for example a switch)
or electronical (for example a programmable logic circuit
or block), or a telegram/message via a communication
network which may be used to change the angular posi-
tion of the operating trajectory in the power vs speed
graph. The slider is used to adjust how much the speed
reference change as a function of the power curtailment.
[0008] According to a second aspect of the invention
there is provided a method of controlling operation in a
wind turbine, the method comprising:

operating the electric generator according to a speed
reference value and a power reference value, the
speed reference value and a power reference value
being chosen along an operating trajectory in a pow-
er vs speed graph, the operating trajectory including
a point corresponding to the nominal power and the
nominal generator speed,
selecting the angular position of the operating tra-
jectory in the power vs speed graph.

[0009] According to embodiments of the present inven-
tion, the operating trajectory may be linear and the slider
is used to adjust the slope of the linear trajectory.
[0010] According to embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the linear operating trajectory is movable in the pow-
er vs speed graph between a vertical operating trajectory
and an inclined operating trajectory, an angle being pro-
vided between the vertical operating trajectory and the
inclined operating trajectory, the value of the angle being
selectable through the slider command of the power con-
troller unit between 0° and 90°.
[0011] When the linear operating trajectory is selected
as a vertical operating trajectory, a power ramp-up rate
is generated to be applied to the electric generator for
reaching a nominal power of the electric generator at the
nominal generator speed. When the linear operating tra-
jectory is selected as an inclined operating trajectory, the
resulting ramp up rate is lower as the rotor needs to be
accelerated before while the power is ramping up. The
operating point may be moved along the inclined oper-
ating trajectory to reach the nominal power of the electric
generator at the nominal generator speed.
[0012] The present invention makes it possible to se-
lect between a configuration which provides fast power
ramp-up rates (vertical operating trajectory) or provides
slower power ramp-up rate and load reduction at reduced
generator speed (inclined operating trajectory).
[0013] The operating point may be moved through a
plurality of inclined operating trajectory. According to one
embodiment of the present invention the inclined oper-
ating trajectory is chosen in order to provide a constant
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torque measured on the electric generator. According to
another embodiment of the present invention, the oper-
ating trajectory is chosen in order to provide a maximum
power of the electric generator at each speed reference
value.
[0014] The present invention provides an improved
level of flexibility in controlling a wind turbine. If the turbine
is curtailed and high ramp-up rates is not required, it is
possible to get load reduction. The load reduction might
be used to enable a power upgrade of the turbine, or
extend the lifetime, or overpower the turbine at a later
point.
[0015] The controller and the control method of the
present invention may be used in single wind turbines or
at a wind park including a plurality of wind turbines. Fixed
configurations depending of the operation mode of the
wind park controller may be used. For example, balanc-
ing control or frequency support could have one config-
uration with fast ramp-up rates, while curtailment to avoid
over production could have another configuration with
slow ramp-up rates. The wind park functionality can also
assign different trade-offs/slide settings to different tur-
bines, and toggle the slider command settings between
turbines periodically in order balance the load impact on
turbines.
[0016] It is noted that embodiments of the invention
have been described with reference to different subject
matters. In particular, some embodiments have been de-
scribed with reference to method type claims whereas
other embodiments have been described with reference
to apparatus type claims. However, a person skilled in
the art will gather from the above and the following de-
scription that, unless otherwise indicated, in addition to
any combination of features belonging to one type of sub-
ject matter also any combination of features relating to
different subject matters, in particular to combinations of
features of the method type claims and features of the
apparatus type claims, is part of the disclosure of this
document.
[0017] The aspects defined above and further aspects
of the present invention are apparent from the examples
of embodiments to be described hereinafter and are ex-
plained with reference to the examples of embodiments.
The invention will be described in more detail hereinafter
with reference to examples of embodiments. However,
it is explicitly noted that the invention is not limited to the
described exemplary embodiments.

Brief Description of the Drawing

[0018]

Figure 1 shows a schematic section of a wind turbine
including a controller according to the present inven-
tion.

Figure 2 shows power vs. rotational speed operating
trajectories of a control system according to the

present invention.

Figure 3 shows a schematic section of a wind turbine
park including a controllers according to the present
invention.

Detailed Description

[0019] The illustration in the drawing is schematic. It is
noted that in different figures, similar or identical ele-
ments are provided with the same reference numerals
or with reference numerals which differ only within the
first digit.
[0020] Figure 1 shows a wind turbine 1 according to
the invention. The wind turbine 1 comprises a tower 2,
which is mounted on a non-depicted foundation. A na-
celle 3 is arranged on top of the tower 2. In between the
tower 2 and the nacelle 3 a yaw angle adjustment device
(not shown) is provided, which is capable of rotating the
nacelle around a vertical yaw axis. The wind turbine 1
further comprises a wind rotor 5 having two, three or more
blades 4 (in the perspective of Figure 1 only two blades
4 are visible). The wind rotor 5 is rotatable around a ro-
tational axis Y. When not differently specified, the terms
axial, radial and circumferential in the following are made
with reference to the rotational axis Y. The blades 4 ex-
tend radially with respect to the rotational axis Y. Each
rotor blade 4 is mounted pivotable to wind rotor 5, in order
to be pitched about respective pitch axes X. This im-
proves the control of the wind turbine 1 and in particular
of the rotor blades 4 by the possibility of modifying the
direction at which the wind is hitting the rotor blades 4.
The wind turbine 1 comprises an electrical generator 10.
The wind rotor 5 is rotationally coupled with the electrical
generator 10 by means of a rotatable main shaft 9 and
a gearbox (not shown in figure 1). According to other
possible embodiments of the present invention (not rep-
resented in the attached figures), the wind rotor 5 is ro-
tationally coupled directly with the electric generator 10
(direct-drive generator configuration). A schematically
depicted bearing assembly 8 is provided in order to hold
in place the main shaft 9. The rotatable main shaft 9 ex-
tends along the rotational axis Y. The electrical generator
10 includes a stator 11 and a rotor 12. The rotor 12 is
radially external to the stator 11 and is rotatable with re-
spect to the stator 11 about the rotational axis Y. Accord-
ing to other embodiments of the present invention (not
shown) the rotor is radially internal to the stator 11.
[0021] The wind turbine 1 includes the controller 100
(schematically represented in fig. 1). The controller 100
includes a power controller unit 101 and a pitch controller
unit 102. The power controller unit 101 is a controller
which outputs a power reference value for the electrical
generator 10 (i.e. the power value which is to be outputted
by the electrical generator 10). The pitch controller unit
102 outputs a pitch reference value (i.e. the value of the
pitch angle around the axis X for the blades 4 of the wind
turbine 1). The power controller unit 101 operates the
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electric generator 10 according to a power reference val-
ue 212, 214. A speed reference value 211, 213 is defined
by the power reference value 212, 214 along an operating
trajectory 203, 204, 205 in a power vs speed graph 200,
as better clarified in the following with reference to figure
2. The operating trajectory 203, 204, 205 may be linear
or curved (non-linear). For linear operating trajectories
204, 205 the power controller unit 101 includes a slider
command 103 for selecting the angular position of the
linear operating trajectory 204, 205 in the power vs speed
graph 200. The turbine power controller unit 101 operates
the electric generator 10 along the operating trajectory
until speed reference value 211, 213 is reached. Once
the speed reference value 211, 213 is reached a control-
ler, e.g. Pi-controller, is used to adjust the power to keep
the rotational speed at the speed reference value 211,
213. Once the power reference value 212, 214 at the
speed reference value 211, 213 is reached the pitch con-
troller 102 is used to adjust the blade position to keep
the rotational speed at the speed reference 211, 213.
The pitch controller 102 can control the blade position
when the power is below the power reference value 212,
214 to be reached.
[0022] Figure 2 shows a power vs. rotational speed
graph 200 including a plurality of operating trajectories
203, 204, 205 implemented by the controller unit 101. In
the graph 200 the ordinate 201 represents the power,
while the abscissa 202 represents the rotational speed
of the generator. The curved operating trajectory 203 is
the nominal/optimal operating trajectory, where the pow-
er is a function of the speed until it reaches nominal speed
211. From there the power is controlled at fixed speed,
for example using a PI controller for reaching the point
210 of nominal power 212. If power reaches a saturation
value, the speed can be controlled by the pitch controller
102. If the speed reference is kept constant to the nominal
speed 211, the controller unit 101 operates according to
the vertical operating trajectory 204, which includes the
point 210 of nominal power 212. The vertical operating
trajectory 204 provides the fastest ramp-up time, as a
high level of kinetic energy is reserved in the rotor 12 of
the electric generator 10, i.e. it is not necessary to speed
up the rotor 12 before the highest possible power can be
reached. If the generator 10 is operated along the vertical
operating trajectory 204 a first power ramp-up rate (c1*P)
per second is generated, wherein P is the nominal power
212 and c1 a constant. The first power ramp-up rate is
applied to the electric generator 10 for reaching a nominal
power 212 of the electric generator 10 at the nominal
generator speed 211 along the vertical operating trajec-
tory 204). The value of c1 may be a percentage com-
prised between 20% and 40%. According to one embod-
iment of the present invention, c1 is particularly chosen
as 25%.
[0023] If a reduced speed 213 is used as reference
speed, the controller unit 101 operates according to the
inclined operating trajectory 205, which includes a plu-
rality of points 220, each corresponding to a reduced

power 214 value (i.e. a power value, which is lower than
the nominal power 212) and a reduced rotational speed
213 (i.e. a rotational speed value, which is lower than the
nominal speed 211). The inclined operating trajectory
205 includes the point 210 of nominal power 212.
[0024] According to embodiments of the present inven-
tion, the inclined operating trajectory 205 may be deter-
mined in order to provide a constant torque measured
on the electric generator 10. According to other embod-
iments of the present invention, the inclined operating
trajectory 205 may be chosen in order to provide a max-
imum power of the electric generator 10 at each speed
reference value 211, 213. According to yet other embod-
iments of the present invention, the inclined operating
trajectory 205 may be chosen in order to avoid operating
at rotational speeds corresponding to structure Eigenval-
ues of the wind turbine 1. Along the inclined operating
trajectory 205 the power ramp-up time is longer than
along the vertical operating trajectory 204. If the gener-
ator 10 is operated along the inclined operating trajectory
205 the rotational speed is increased as the power is
increased, this results in a second power ramp-up rate
(c2*P) per second is generated, wherein c2 is a constant
lower than c1. The value of c2 may be a percentage com-
prised between 1% and 10%. According to one embod-
iment of the present invention, c2 is particularly chosen
as 2%. The lower rotor speed provides a reduction in
loads as well. In the power vs. rotational speed graph
200 an angle α is provided between the vertical operating
trajectory 204 and the inclined operating trajectory 205.
The value of the angle α is selectable through the slider
command 103 (schematically represented by a dashed
swinging line in figure 2) between 0° and 90°, 0° corre-
sponding to the vertical operating trajectory 204 and 90°
corresponding to an horizontal line in the power vs. ro-
tational speed graph 200 including the point 210 of nom-
inal power 212.
[0025] According to embodiments of the present inven-
tion, the angle α may be changed during the power ramp-
up. For example, the rotational speed may be ramped
up first, i.e. the operational point is moved towards right
in the power vs. rotational speed graph 200 or, equiva-
lently, the value of the angle α is reduced. The power is
ramped up with some seconds delay. This mode advan-
tageously uses the fact that the aerodynamic of the
blades 4 is more efficient at higher rotor speeds. Accord-
ing to such embodiments, the power may be kept con-
stant until a speed reference is reached, and after that
the power may be ramped to the power reference value.
[0026] Figure 3 shows a wind park 200 including a
plurality of wind turbine 1. The wind park 200 includes a
park level controller 201 connected to the controller 100
of each turbine 1 and adjusting the operational trajectory
in each turbine 1 of the wind park 200, based on a park
level operation mode. Alternatively, the park level con-
troller 201 may be directly connected to each turbine 1.
The operation mode can be due, for example, to frequen-
cy deviations or curtailment due to trading decisions.
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Claims

1. A controller (100) for a wind turbine (1), the controller
(100) comprising a power controller unit (101) for
controlling a power output of an electric generator
(10) comprised in the wind turbine (1), the power
controller unit (101) operating the electric generator
(10) according to a speed reference value (211, 213)
and a power reference value (212, 214), the speed
reference value (211, 213) and a power reference
value (212, 214) being chosen along a operating tra-
jectory (204, 205) in a power vs speed graph (200),
the operating trajectory (205) including a point (210)
corresponding to the nominal power (212) and the
nominal generator speed (211), wherein the power
controller unit (101) includes a slider command (103)
for selecting the angular position of the operating
trajectory (204, 205) in the power vs speed graph
(200).

2. The controller (100) according to claim 1, wherein
the operating trajectory (204, 205) is linear.

3. The controller (100) according to claim 1, wherein
the operating trajectory (204, 205) is non-linear.

4. The controller (100) according to claim 2, wherein
the linear operating trajectory (204, 205) is movable
in the power vs speed graph (200) between a vertical
operating trajectory (204) and an inclined operating
trajectory (205), an angle (α) being provided be-
tween the vertical operating trajectory (204) and the
inclined operating trajectory (205), the value of the
angle (α) being selectable through the slider com-
mand (103) of the power controller unit (101) be-
tween 0° and 90°.

5. The controller (100) according to claim 4, wherein
the inclined operating trajectory (205) is chosen in
order to provide a constant torque measured on the
electric generator (10).

6. The controller (100) according to claim 4, wherein
the inclined operating trajectory (205) is chosen in
order to avoid operating at rotational speeds corre-
sponding to structure Eigenvalues of the wind turbine
(1).

7. The controller (100) according to claim 4, wherein
the inclined operating trajectory (205) is chosen in
order to provide a maximum power of the electric
generator (10) at each speed reference value (211,
213).

8. The controller (100) according to any of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the angular position of the oper-
ating trajectory (204, 205) is changed before the
power reference value (212, 214) and/or the speed

reference value (211, 213) is reached on the power
vs speed graph (200).

9. Wind turbine (1) including an electric generator and
a controller (100) according to any of the preceding
claims.

10. A wind park (200) including a plurality of wind tur-
bines (1) and a controller (100) according to any of
the preceding claims.

11. The wind park (200) according to claim 10, wherein
the wind park (200) includes a park level controller
(201) adjusting the operational trajectory in each tur-
bine (1) based on a park level operation mode.

12. A method of controlling operation in a wind turbine,
the method comprising:

operating the electric generator (10) according
to a speed reference value (211, 213) and a pow-
er reference value (212, 214), the speed refer-
ence value (211, 213) and a power reference
value (212, 214) being chosen along a operating
trajectory (204, 205) in a power vs speed graph
(200), the operating trajectory (204, 205) includ-
ing a point (210) corresponding to the nominal
power (212) and the nominal generator speed
(211),
selecting the angular position of the operating
trajectory (204, 205) in the power vs speed
graph (200).

13. The method according to claim 12, wherein the linear
operating trajectory (204, 205) is movable in the pow-
er vs speed graph (200) between a vertical operating
trajectory (204) and an inclined operating trajectory
(205), an angle (α) being provided between the ver-
tical operating trajectory (204) and the inclined op-
erating trajectory (205), the method including select-
ing a value of the angle (α) between 0° and 90°.

14. The method according to claim 12 or 13, wherein the
inclined operating trajectory (205) is chosen in order
to provide a constant torque measured on the electric
generator (10).

15. The method according to claim 12 or 13, wherein the
inclined operating trajectory (205) is chosen in order
to avoid operating at rotational speeds correspond-
ing to structure Eigenvalues of the wind turbine (1).

16. The method according to claim 12 or 13, wherein the
inclined operating trajectory (205) is chosen in order
to provide a maximum power of the electric generator
(10) at each speed reference value (211, 213).
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