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(54) Method for improving location determination

(57) A method for improving accuracy of estimation
of a location of a mobile device, said mobile device reg-
istered with a network of a first operator, which compris-
es:
i) triggering the mobile device to measure RF signals
broadcasted by one or more base stations of other op-
erator(s);
ii) using said measured RF signals in estimating the lo-
cation of the mobile device.

A method is also provided for determining by the
mobile network of a first operator the location of a base

station belonging to the network of a second operator,
which comprises:
- by a network entity of the first operator, collecting a
plurality of measurements of at least one RF frequency
of the second operator reported by at least one mobile
device registered with the mobile network of the first op-
erator whose location is known or determinable using a
location method; and
- estimating the location of said base station belonging
to the network of a second mobile operator from said
measurements of at least one RF frequency.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to wireless net-
works and, more specifically, to methods for determining
the location of a mobile station and/or a base station in
a cellular network.

STATE OF THE ART

[0002] Nowadays there are several methods which
use information available within the network to generate
an approximate location of a mobile device.
[0003] Many of these location systems are satellite-
based (GPS, stand-alone or assisted), which are mainly
employed for outdoor applications. The main drawbacks
of these methods are mainly high power consumption,
need for clearly receiving at least four satellite signals
and the cost of integrating the GPS receiver in the mobile
device.
[0004] Other locations systems are based on geomet-
ric techniques, which estimate the location of the mobile
device by multilateration of radio signals between several
base stations and the mobile device, or by triangulation
of Time Of Arrival (TOA), Time Difference Of Arrival
(TDOA), enhanced cell-ID or Uplink Time Difference Of
Arrival (U-TDOA) measurements, or using the relation-
ship between the received signal strength attenuation
and the distance to base stations (RF propagation mod-
els).
[0005] These methods differ in terms of accuracy, cov-
erage, cost, power consumption of the mobile device,
etc. But the main problem is that their accuracy in certain
situations -such as in urban environments where multi-
path is a relevant factor- is around 50-100 m in the best
case.
[0006] In order to calculate the location of the mobile
device (also referred to in the present text as user equip-
ment, UE, user, user device, mobile station, mobile ter-
minal or access terminal), each network operator uses
the information of their own base stations. One of the
main limitations of calculating the location of the mobile
device is the limited number of signals from different base
stations (also referred to in the present text as BS or
sites) the mobile device (UE) can actually receive: the
UE will receive signals from different sites, but the signal
of the strongest cells will cover the signals from sites
located faraway. Since each mobile operator network us-
es the same frequencies for all its sites, it is very difficult
that the UE receives the signals from faraway sites with-
out interference.
[0007] In some situations the UE receives just a few
RF signals -such as the RF signal from one cell, or from
two cells from the same site, or even signals from two
different sites-, which is not enough for triangulating and
obtaining an accurate location.
[0008] In some situations a location method based on

signal propagation and/or GPS may not be accurate
enough or simply not applicable.
[0009] The location estimation of the mobile device can
be improved using database correlation methods or RF
patterns matching methods: a database of location de-
pendent parameters is constructed using RF measure-
ments; later, the location of a mobile device is estimated
by comparing its own RF measurements with entries in
the database. For instance, European patent application
published EP2154546A2 describes a method for deter-
mining the location of a mobile station having no dedi-
cated external positioning systems (e.g. GPS), by using
devices having GPS to create a matrix of recorded net-
work radio parameters linked to positioning coordinates.
The position of the mobile station is then estimated com-
paring its measured network radio parameters of the mo-
bile station to those recorded in the positioning matrix.
[0010] Currently, once the network is operational, its
optimisation is generally done by drive tests, which are
costly and have to be carried out at different times to be
able to predict the behaviour at different loads. In order
to develop automated solutions, 3GPP Release-10 in-
cludes the feature Minimisation of Drive-Tests (MDT)
which defines additional functionalities for both 3G and
LTE networks, such as: automatic collection of UE meas-
urements, data logging and in certain circumstances
GPS-derived UE location. This can replace some manual
drive tests that the operators have to perform in their
networks, and can provide location information relevant
to this invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0011] It is therefore an object of the invention to pro-
vide a method for estimating the location of a mobile de-
vice with increased accuracy.
[0012] According to an aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a method for improving the accuracy of
estimating a location of a mobile device, the mobile de-
vice being registered with a network of a first operator.
The method comprises:

i) triggering the mobile device to measure RF signals
broadcasted by one or more base stations of at least
a second operator;
ii) using said measured RF signals in estimating the
location of said mobile device.

[0013] The additional RF signals measured from at
least a second operator provide an extra location esti-
mate, which is used together with the other locations that
the network of the first operator has already estimated
from its own RF measurements to refine the final estima-
tion of the location of the UE. Since there are more meas-
urements, the accuracy of the estimation is improved.
[0014] In a preferred embodiment the location of said
mobile device is estimated comparing the measured RF
signals of the second operator with a collection of records
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corresponding to, for each frequency, RF measurements
associated to a specific location where such RF meas-
urements were taken. In this case, the final location is
estimated using a correlation-type calculation.
[0015] The collection of records preferably comprises
RF measurements reported by other mobile devices be-
ing capable of reporting GPS location information, so that
the location information is accurate.
[0016] In another preferred embodiment, the estima-
tion of the location of the mobile device from said meas-
ured RF signals is based on signal propagation from the
one or more base stations of the at least one second
operator. The location of the one or more base stations
of the at least one second operator can be known or it
can be determined applying any known location method
to at least three measured signals for said base station.
[0017] The method of the invention preferably further
comprises the step of storing the estimated location of
the mobile device in a database which keeps the historic
data of the locations of the mobile devices of the network,
so as to keep historic track of the users.
[0018] In order to increase the collection of records -the
more records it has, the more useful it will be, both in
terms of higher probability that an RF measurement
matches an entry in the collection, and in terms of pro-
viding finer resolution- the method further comprises the
step of feeding the collection of records with the RF sig-
nals as measured by the mobile device in step i) corre-
lated to the location of the mobile device as estimated in
step ii).
[0019] Preferably, the RF measurements that are per-
formed on the frequency or frequencies of the other op-
erators are signal strength and signal to noise ratio.
[0020] A further aspect of the present invention refers
to a method for determining by the mobile network of a
first operator the location of a base station belonging to
the network of a second mobile operator, which compris-
es:

- by a network entity of said first operator, collecting
a plurality of measurements of at least one RF fre-
quency of said second mobile operator reported by
at least one mobile device registered with the mobile
network of the first operator whose location is known
or determinable using a location method; and

- estimating the location of said base station belonging
to the network of a second mobile operator from said
measurements of at least one RF frequency.

[0021] That is, according to the invention, a mobile de-
vice or multiple mobile devices are instructed to take a
set of RF measurements of a base station belonging to
a different operator, and these RF measurements are
used to estimate to location of said base station, provided
the location of the mobile device(s) is known.
[0022] The mobile device registered with the mobile
network of the first operator can be located with the meth-
od for improved location of a mobile device defined in

the foregoing.
[0023] If the location of the mobile device that provides
the RF measurements is accurate -for instance, it has
been reported by using GPS- the location estimation of
the base station will also be accurate.
[0024] The plurality of measurements of at least one
RF frequency of the second mobile operator can be taken
by a plurality of mobile devices.
[0025] The location of the base station as estimated
according to the method of the invention is preferably
stored in a database, so that it can be used in the method
for improved location of a mobile device previously de-
fined using signal propagation methods.
[0026] According to a further aspect of the invention,
a network entity belonging to the network of a first oper-
ator is provided, the network entity comprising:

- mobility management means configured for trigger-
ing at least one mobile device controlled by said net-
work entity to measure RF signals broadcasted by
one or more base stations of at least a second op-
erator;

- receiving means for receiving the measured RF sig-
nals from the at least one mobile device; and,

- means for estimating the location of the mobile de-
vice and/or of the location of the base station broad-
casting said RF signals based on said measured RF
signals.

[0027] The network entity is preferably a RNC or a BSC
or an eNB.
[0028] The invention further refers to a computer pro-
gram comprising computer program code means adapt-
ed to perform the steps of the method as previously de-
fined, when said program is run on a computer, a digital
signal processor, a field-programmable gate array, an
application-specific integrated circuit, a micro-processor,
a micro-controller, or any other form of programmable
hardware.
[0029] Additional advantages and features of the in-
vention will become apparent from the detail description
that follows and will be particularly pointed out in the ap-
pended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0030] To complete the description and in order to pro-
vide for a better understanding of the invention, a set of
drawings is provided. Said drawings form an integral part
of the description and illustrate an embodiment of the
invention, which should not be interpreted as restricting
the scope of the invention, but just as an example of how
the invention can be carried out. The drawings comprise
the following figures:

Figure 1 shows a data flow illustrating the method
according to an embodiment of the invention.
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Figure 2-3 show an example of how the location es-
timation of the UE can be improved with the addi-
tional RF measurements provided by the other op-
erators.

DESCRIPTION OF A WAY OF CARRYING OUT THE 
INVENTION

[0031] The following description is not to be taken in a
limiting sense but is given solely for the purpose of de-
scribing the broad principles of the invention. Next em-
bodiments of the invention will be described by way of
example, with reference to the above-mentioned draw-
ings.
[0032] The present invention is applicable to wireless
networks. In a particular embodiment, it is applicable to
3G and LTE wireless networks. The term "3G" refers to
UMTS/WCDMA and includes HSDPA (High Speed
Downlink Packet Access) (also referred to as 3.5G, 3G+
or mini 3G); HSUPA (High-Speed Uplink Packet Access)
and HSPA+.
[0033] In order to solve the existing problem of obtain-
ing an accurate location of the UE, the present invention
provides a method for improving the accuracy in the es-
timation of the location of a mobile device, which is based
on forcing the UE whose location is to be estimated to
take measurements in frequencies from different PLMN-
id (Public Land Mobile Networks).
[0034] According to the invention, the UE is used to
obtain information not only from the BTSs (or nodes B
(nB or enB)) of the network of a first operator with which
it is registered, but also from the network of other oper-
ators. The UE can either periodically or when scheduled
by the network of a first operator search for signals com-
ing from other BTSs (or nodes B) of other operators in
the same area but in different locations.
[0035] Thus according to the invention, a mobile device
registered with the network of a first operator is triggered
to measure RF signals broadcasted by one or more base
stations of at least a second operator. These RF signals
are received by an entity of the network of the first oper-
ator (for example, by the Radio Network Controller
(RNC), Base Station Controller (BSC) or enhanced node
B (eNB) in the case of LTE).
[0036] The measurement types that the mobile device
can make on the RF frequencies of other operator are
signal strength, signal to noise ratio, time difference of
arrival, as per 3GPP 25.331 for 3G and 36.331 for 4G.
[0037] Additionally, the following information of the cell
is also included in the information reported from the UE
to the RNC: cell-id and Scrambling Code for 3G or phys-
ical cell identifier (PCI) for 4G of every cell.
[0038] Then, the entity of the network of the first oper-
ator uses said measured RF signals to improve the es-
timation of the location of the mobile device using a
known location method:

- If the method for estimating the location of said mo-

bile device is based on a DB correlation method or
pattern matching method, then the measured RF sig-
nals are compared with the records comprised in a
first database DB1. This first database DB1 compris-
es a set of records in which for each frequency, RF
measurements are associated to a geographic loca-
tion where such RF measurements have been pre-
viously taken by a mobile device, and are stored in
this first database DB1. A correlation-type calcula-
tion is used to find the best match between the ad-
ditional RF measurements from the BSs of the sec-
ond operator and the entries of this first database
DB1.

[0039] The data contained in this first database DB1
can be built using any location dependent parameter
available in the network, such as signal strength values
or propagation time delays. At least a single location de-
pendent parameter per cell or per BS has to be matched
with a specific location, or several different parameters
can be stored, the corresponding database becoming
multidimensional.
[0040] The first database DB1 can be constructed us-
ing field measurements or using radio wave propagation
prediction tools.
[0041] An example of an entry in this first database
DB1 can be: location coordinates (such as latitude and
longitude), and, per each cell predicted or measured sig-
nal strength at that location.
[0042] There are several known ways of implementing
the correlation-type calculation for finding the best match
between the additional RF measurement from the BSs
of the second operator and the entries of this first data-
base DB1. For example, one way is described in patent
application published EP-2154546-A1 by the same ap-
plicant, which is based on a positioning matrix which is
built with radio parameters provided by mobile stations
whose location is determined with the aid of an external
positioning system, such as GPS. The position of the
mobile station can then be estimated by determining the
vector of radio parameters that has the minimum alge-
braic distance to the measured radio parameters and es-
timating the position of the mobile station to be at the
positioning coordinates corresponding to the closest vec-
tor. Other appropriate examples are well known in the art.
[0043] Depending on the specific correlation-type al-
gorithm used, the location estimate is provided with high-
er or lower level of certainty, but a location estimation is
always given.
[0044] The additional location estimation in conjunc-
tion with other available location estimations of provides
a more accurate location estimation of the UE, because
of the increased diversity of reference points in the da-
tabase. Having more measurements also facilitates re-
jecting clearly erroneous measurements which would
otherwise cause large errors in the location estimate.
[0045] For example, prior to the new measurements
provided by the other operators, the first database DB1
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may contain the following entries:

(lat1, long1) = (cell-idx RSCPx EcNox)
(lat2, long2) = (cell-idx RSCPx EcNox)

[0046] So the database DB1 contains two different lo-
cations with the same signal level (RSCP) and signal to
noise ratio (EcNo) from the same cell (cell-idx). The lo-
cation in this case would have an uncertainty area of at
least the distance between these two points (lat1, long1),
(lat2, long2).
[0047] Now once the RF measurements from other op-
erators have been taken and introduced in the first data-
base DB1, the entries of those two points would also
have the following information:

(lat1, long1) = (cell-idx RSCPx EcNox, Cell-id(op B)y
RSCPn EcNon)
(lat2, long2) = (cell-idx RSCPx EcNox, Cell-id(op B)y
RSCPm EcNom)

[0048] So the two points no longer have the same RF
measurements from the same cell. In this latter case, the
different signal levels from the Operator B added to each
of the points can allow to find the location estimation with
a better accuracy than in the previous case.

- If the method for estimating the location of said mo-
bile device is based on signal propagation from the
BS -such as received signal strength or signal time
of propagation-, the location of the mobile device is
improved since at least a further location can be es-
timated with the additional RF measurements from
the second operator, provided that the location of
one or more base stations of the at least one second
operator is known.

[0049] The location of the BSs of the second operator
can be known because drive tests have been carried out
beforehand by the first operator and the results of these
tests has been stored. Or they can be known since in
some countries the location of the BSs is publicly avail-
able. Alternatively, there might not be accurate informa-
tion of the location of the BSs of other operators. In such
case, the location of the BSs can be obtained in accord-
ance with the invention by triggering a single mobile de-
vice at different times or different mobile devices, to take
RF measurements from at least a BS of the second op-
erator whose location wishes to be known. Using a known
location method -such as multilateration- the location of
the BS can be determined, provided the location of the
mobile device(s) which have reported the measurements
is known. Even if the real location of the UEs is not very
accurate when taking the RF measurements, after a
number of samples (from hundreds or thousands of dif-
ferent UE in a given area), it is easy to calculate the real
location originating the RF signal.
[0050] With this information of the location of the BSs

of the other operators, the first operator feeds and main-
tains a second database DB2.
[0051] Once the location of the BS of the other opera-
tors is known, it is then possible to use that information
for locating a mobile device which has been triggered to
take RF measurements in a frequency radiated by that
BS according to the invention.
[0052] Figure 2 shows an example where the UE has
just detected one cell of the own operator in the meas-
urement reports:

Measurement Report = (cell-idx RSCPx EcNox)

[0053] Using a known radio propagation method cal-
culation, the location estimation of the UE would be the
arcuate area 10 which corresponds to the signal level
from the base station BS_A.
[0054] As shown in Figure 3 the additional RF meas-
urements from the base station BS_B of another operator
provides another location area 20 where the UE can be
located. The final location estimation is provided by the
intersecting area 30, which also improves the accuracy
of the location estimation.
[0055] In either case, the additional RF measurements
from the other operators provide an additional location
estimate, which is used with the other location estimates
to improve the estimation of the location of the UE, there-
by improving the accuracy of the location estimation: the
more measurements, the better estimation.
[0056] The result of the location estimation of the mo-
bile device is stored in a third database DB3, which keeps
the historic data of the locations of all the mobile devices
of the network.
[0057] Before the mobile device is triggered to meas-
ure RF signals broadcasted by other operators, a list of
the target frequencies of other operators is created. In
the particular example of the 3G technology, the RNC
informs the mobile device in the Measurement Control
message about the amount and value of frequencies of
other operators -as indicated in the list- so that the mobile
device takes the RF measurements.
[0058] For example, in the band of 2100 MHz, each
mobile operator is assigned 3 or 4 frequencies. Thus, the
network (for example, RNC) informs the mobile device
(UE) which is going to take the measurements about the
target frequency or frequencies whose RF measure-
ments have to be taken. When the UE detects cells of
that target frequency or frequencies, then it reports to the
network (for example, RNC) the following information of
the detected cells: cell-id and Scrambling Code for 3G,
or physical cell identifier (PCI) for 4G of every cell togeth-
er with the RF measurements: signal strength and/or sig-
nal to noise ratio (RSCP, RSSI and EcNo for UMTS).
[0059] The 3GPP specifications applicable to 3G and
LTE provide several functionalities for managing the re-
lation between neighbour cells, such as the Automatic
Neighbour Relation (ANR), whose purpose is to relieve
the operator from the burden of manually managing
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Neighbour Relations (NRs). This feature eases the man-
aging and provisioning of neighbour cells within a net-
work operator.
[0060] For example, in LTE, the ANR functionality re-
sides in the eNB and manages a conceptual Neighbour
Relation Table (NRT). A Neighbour cell Relation (NR)
from a source cell to a target cell means that the eNB
controlling the source cell knows the eCGI (E-UTRAN
Cell Global Identifier) and the Physical Cell Identifier
(PCI) of the target cell and has an entry in the NRT for
the source cell identifying the target cell. For each cell
that the eNB has, the eNB keeps an NRT. The serving
cell of an eNB having the ANR function can instruct the
UE to perform measurements and detect cells on other
RATs (Radio Access Technologies) or frequencies.
[0061] So this functionality, that requires little operator
effort, can be used in the present invention for easily de-
tecting the cell-ID of other operators.
[0062] These pieces of information of RF signals
measured on each frequency matched to the corre-
sponding location where they were taken are continu-
ously stored in the first database DB1. The more entries
the database contains and the more quantity of RF data
in each entry, the finer the estimation will be.
[0063] So the more operators are measured, the most
accurate the location calculation will be. In case there is
a maximum limit in the frequencies to be measured by a
specific UE, it is better to choose at least one frequency
for every operator of the country since they can be in
different BSs, and then there is more diversity in the tri-
angulation positioning calculation.
[0064] The cells detected from other operators will not
be used to decide a handover to them. So even if the UE
detects a very strong signal from a BS of another oper-
ator, it is ignored in the RNC for handover purposes: the
information provided by those cells is just used to calcu-
late the location of the UE.
[0065] The different databases used in the present in-
vention can be kept either at the network entity itself
(RNC, BSC or e-node B) or in a separate entity, such as
a server having an interface connection with the network
entity itself.
[0066] Next, a possible embodiment of the inventive
method is described, in relation to the data flow of Figure
1.
[0067] First (box 201), the UE is triggered to take RF
measurements on the target frequency or frequencies
belonging to other operators as contained in the list. A
network controller performs such triggering by indicating
the UE in the Measurements Control message to take
measurements in the corresponding frequency or fre-
quencies.
[0068] As indicated above, when the UE detects cells
of that target frequency or frequencies, then it reports to
the network (box 202) for example, to the RNC or another
UTRAN entity, the following information of the detected
cells: cell-id and Scrambling Code for 3G or physical cell
identifier (PCI) for 4G of every cell, together with the RF

measurements: signal strength and/or signal to noise ra-
tio (RSCP, RSSI and EcNo for UMTS).
[0069] At this stage, it is verified whether or not the
location of the mobile device is known (box 203).
[0070] The location of the mobile device which per-
formed the measurements can be known if it has GPS
capabilities and they are activated. In 3GPP Release-10
it is possible to ask the UE in UMTS and LTE to report
its GPS location information if available. This GPS loca-
tion information can be sent if the RNC/eNB orders this
in the Measurement Control message. In order to mini-
mise battery consumption, the 3GPP specifies to report
such GPS location information only when the UE is using
the GPS for any other application at higher layers.
[0071] Or the location of the mobile device can also be
reported by the mobile device as part of ’Measure Posi-
tion Response’ which is sent by the UE in response to
the Measure Position Request by the network (3GPP Re-
lease-10), and contains one of the five elements contain-
ing measurement data or location estimate (E-OTD
Measurement Information, Location Information, GPS
Measurement Information, GANSS Measurement Infor-
mation or GANSS Location Information). 3GPP Release-
11 further includes the possibility of asking the UE to
report the location when measuring other RATs.
[0072] So if the mobile device has its GPS capabilities
and they are activated, then the GPS has captured a
location. The location of the UE in this case is directly
the location indicated by the GPS, which is reported to
the network controller. The location information of the UE
is then sent (box 204) as output to the third database
DB3, which keeps record of the results of the location of
the users.
[0073] Additionally, the location information of the UE
is also sent (box 205) to the first database DB1, where
it is stored matched to the RF signals as measured, there-
by feeding the database DB1 and increasing its granu-
larity.
[0074] As mentioned before, the GPS location is only
reported when the UE is using the GPS for any other
application at higher layers. In any case, there is enough
information in this respect to feed and build the first da-
tabase with all the occurrences of the GPS activation in
today Smartphones.
[0075] If, on the contrary, there is no GPS information
(either because the mobile device does not have a GPS,
or because this is not activated, or because the GPS has
been unable to capture a location), a further verification
is made to determine whether the location of the BS ra-
diating the RF measurements is known or not (box 210).
[0076] If the location of the BS of the second operator
is already known, then an estimation of the location of
the mobile device is done (box 211) using a known signal
propagation method, determining for instance that the
mobile device is in located within an area ai. The network
controller feeds this location estimation ai into a known
location method (212) -such as pattern matching or signal
propagation- which also receives other location estima-
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tions aj, ak,, ..., the additional location estimation ai im-
proving the final location estimation of the UE, which can
be provided as an area A, which will be an intersection
of the input areas, and therefore smaller. The final esti-
mation of the location of the UE is provided as output and
also fed to the third database DB3. As in the previous
case, the location information of the UE is also sent (box
205) to the first database DB1, where it is stored matched
to the RF signals as measured, thereby feeding the da-
tabase DB1 and increasing its granularity.
[0077] On the contrary, if the location of the BS of the
second operator is not known, then the location of the
BS can be inferred with several pairs of location/RF
measurements taken from that BS, using first signal prop-
agation to obtain an approximate BS location and then
combining the different pairs (e.g, by triangulation) to es-
timate the BS location. There are known propagation
models, which include the corrections and deviations, so
having the location and signal level of many samples, it
can be calculated where the signal was transmitted from.
[0078] In accordance with the invention the location of
the BS is obtained by triggering at least a mobile device
to take a plurality of RF measurements at least one fre-
quency from the BS of the second operator whose loca-
tion wishes to be known.
[0079] The plurality of RF measurements at least one
frequency can be taken by a single mobile device (at
different times and known positions), or by several mobile
devices (also at known positions).
[0080] So it is checked whether with the RF measure-
ment of the other operator reported by the UE is possible
to estimate the location of the BS (box 213), in which
case, the location of the BS of the other operator is de-
termined and the method proceeds on box 211. Addition-
ally, the location of the BS is stored in the second data-
base DB2 (box 214).
[0081] Otherwise (there are not sufficient RF measure-
ments) it is checked (box 215) whether other RF meas-
urements in the same frequency are available, in which
case the loop restarts and the UE is triggered (box 201)
to take such additional measurements in the same fre-
quency. Else, it is checked whether RF measurements
in all the target frequencies have been reported (box
216). In the affirmative, the UE is ordered to change to
another frequency (box 217) of the list of target frequen-
cies in order to obtain at the network controller new meas-
urements reports, and the loop restarts (box 201).
[0082] As shown in the Figure, each time the location
of the mobile device is estimated, that specific location
is sent as output and stored in the third database DB3
(box 204). Also, the location paired with the correspond-
ing RF measurements is stored in the first database (box
205).
[0083] The process may continue until it is decided that
the number of RF measurements is enough to get a lo-
cation estimation with enough accuracy, which will de-
pend, for instance, on whether it is an urban o rural en-
vironment).

[0084] With the described method for determining the
location of a mobile device, a more accurate result can
be obtained because additional location information can
be obtained from the RF measurements of the other op-
erators. As a consequence, a better triangulation and
then a higher accuracy of the location of the mobile device
is achieved.
[0085] The invention is obviously not limited to the spe-
cific embodiment(s) described herein, but also encom-
passes any variations that may be considered by any
person skilled in the art (for example, as regards the
choice of materials, dimensions, components, configu-
ration, etc.), within the general scope of the invention as
defined in the claims.
[0086] Please note that in this text, the term "compris-
es" and its derivations (such as "comprising", etc.) should
not be understood in an excluding or limiting sense (such
as "consists of"), that is, these terms should not be inter-
preted as excluding the possibility that what is described
and defined may include further elements, steps, etc.
[0087] In the context of the present invention, the term
"approximately" and terms of its family (such as "approx-
imate", etc.) should be understood as indicating values
very near to those which accompany the aforementioned
term. That is to say, a deviation within reasonable limits
from an exact value should be accepted, because a
skilled person in the art will understand that such a de-
viation from the values indicated is inevitable due to
measurement inaccuracies, etc. The same applies to the
terms "about" and "around" and "substantially".

Claims

1. A method for improving accuracy of estimation of a
location of a mobile device, said mobile device reg-
istered with a network of a first operator, character-
ized in that it comprises:

i) triggering the mobile device to measure RF
signals broadcasted by one or more base sta-
tions of at least one second operator;
ii) using said measured RF signals in estimating
the location of said mobile device.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein said estimation of
the location of said mobile device comprises com-
paring (209) the measured RF signals with a collec-
tion of records (DB1) corresponding to, for each fre-
quency, RF measurements associated to a specific
location where such RF measurements were taken.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein said collection of
records comprises RF measurements reported by
other mobile devices being capable of reporting GPS
location information.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein said estimation of
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the location of the mobile device from said measured
RF signals is based on signal propagation from the
one or more base stations of the at least one second
operator.

5. The method of claim 4, wherein the location of the
base station of the at least one second operator is
known or determined applying any known location
method to at least three measured signals for said
base station.

6. The method of any preceding claim, further compris-
ing the step of storing (204) the estimated location
of the mobile device in a database (DB3) which
keeps the historic data of the locations of the mobile
devices of the network.

7. The method of any of claims 2-3 and 6, further com-
prising the step of feeding (205) the collection of
records (DB1) with the RF signals as measured by
the mobile device in step i) correlated to the location
of the mobile device as estimated in step ii).

8. The method of any preceding claim, wherein the RF
signals measured on the at least one second oper-
ator are signal strength and/or signal to noise ratio.

9. A method for determining by the mobile network of
a first operator the location of a base station belong-
ing to the network of a second mobile operator, char-
acterized in that it comprises:

- by a network entity of said first operator, col-
lecting a plurality of measurements of at least
one RF frequency of said second mobile oper-
ator reported by at least one mobile device reg-
istered with the mobile network of the first oper-
ator whose location is known or determinable
using a location method; and
- estimating the location of said base station be-
longing to the network of a second mobile oper-
ator from said measurements of at least one RF
frequency.

10. The method of claim 9, wherein the mobile device
registered with the mobile network of the first oper-
ator is located with the method of any of claims 1-7.

11. The method of either claim 9 or 10, wherein said
plurality of measurements is taken by a plurality of
mobile devices.

12. The method of any claims from 9 to 11, further com-
prising the step of storing the estimated location of
the base station in a database (DB2).

13. A network entity belonging to the network of a first
operator, characterized in that it comprises:

- mobility management means configured for
triggering at least one mobile device controlled
by said network entity to measure RF signals
broadcasted by one or more base stations of at
least a second operator;
- receiving means for receiving the measured
RF signals from the at least one mobile device;
- means for estimating the location of the mobile
device and/or of the location of the base station
broadcasting said RF signals based on said
measured RF signals.

14. The network entity of claim 13, which is a RNC or a
BSC or an eNB.

15. A computer program comprising computer program
code means adapted to perform the steps of the
method according to any claims from 1 to 12 when
said program is run on a computer, a digital signal
processor, a field-programmable gate array, an ap-
plication-specific integrated circuit, a micro-proces-
sor, a micro-controller, or any other form of program-
mable hardware.
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