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(54) METHODS AND SYSTEMS FOR INTELLIGENT PREDICTIVE AIRCRAFT TAKEOFF REJECTION 
DECISION MAKING

(57) An example method for predictive take-off rejec-
tion (TOR) of an aircraft includes receiving, at a comput-
ing device on the aircraft and at a time before the aircraft
takes off for a current flight, outputs from a plurality of
sensors positioned on the aircraft, comparing the outputs
received from the plurality of sensors for the current flight
to reference flight data, based on comparing the outputs

received from the plurality of sensors for the current flight
to the reference flight data the computing device making
a determination of whether to initiate a TOR procedure
before the aircraft reaches a takeoff speed on a runway,
and based on determining to initiate the TOR procedure,
the computing device sending a signal to a control device
on the aircraft to initiate the TOR procedure.
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Description

FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates generally to air-
craft, and more particularly, to a system and method to
automatically initiate a rejected takeoff procedure based
on a predictive aircraft takeoff rejection decision.

BACKGROUND

[0002] A takeoff rejection (TOR) decision may be a sit-
uation in which it is decided to abort the takeoff of an
aircraft while the aircraft is on the runway. There may be
many reasons for deciding to perform a TOR. In general,
a TOR may be performed due to suspected or actual
technical failure or flight hazard. A TOR procedure may
be comprised of a series of maneuvers to stop the takeoff
roll of an aircraft once the thrust has been raised and the
takeoff has begun.
[0003] Presently, an operator of an aircraft may be re-
quired to detect a specific event, for example an engine
fire, by using audible and or visual cues and or alerting
signals or other tactile cues available to the aircraft op-
erator. If the event occurs below a takeoff decision speed,
commonly referred to as V1, there generally is enough
runway remaining to stop the aircraft and the pilot needs
to initiate a TOR immediately upon detection of the TOR
generating event.
[0004] Presently, an aircraft crew generally needs to
detect the TOR generating event using the aforemen-
tioned alerting, process this information, and start con-
figuring the aircraft for stopping. However, there is often
very little time to both detect the TOR generating event,
and then have enough time to perform the TOR proce-
dure due to a lack of stopping distance being available
on the runway once the takeoff has begun. Delays in
initiating the TOR procedure may increase the risk of
aircraft overrun, airplane/occupant damage or injury, and
the like.
[0005] Therefore, it would be desirable to provide a
system and method that overcomes the above.

SUMMARY

[0006] In an example, a method for predictive take-off
rejection (TOR) of an aircraft is describing including re-
ceiving, at a computing device on the aircraft and at a
time before the aircraft takes off for a current flight, out-
puts from a plurality of sensors positioned on the aircraft.
The plurality of sensors output data representative of dif-
ferent types of physical phenomena. The method also
includes comparing the outputs received from the plural-
ity of sensors for the current flight to reference flight data,
and the reference flight data includes a data stream col-
lected for the same sensors positioned at a substantially
same location on the aircraft, during substantially same
flight conditions, and during a successful takeoff of the

aircraft. The method also includes based on comparing
the outputs received from the plurality of sensors for the
current flight to the reference flight data, the computing
device making a determination of whether to initiate a
TOR procedure before the aircraft reaches a takeoff
speed on a runway, and when the outputs received from
the plurality of sensors for the current flight are outside
of a threshold range of the reference flight data, the com-
puting device determines to initiate the TOR procedure.
The method also includes based on determining to initi-
ate the TOR procedure, the computing device sending a
signal to a control device on the aircraft to initiate the
TOR procedure.
[0007] In another example, a non-transitory computer
readable storage medium having stored therein instruc-
tions, that when executed by a computing device having
one or more processors, causes the computing device
to perform functions. The functions comprise receiving,
at a time before an aircraft takes off for a current flight,
outputs from a plurality of sensors positioned on the air-
craft, and the plurality of sensors output data represent-
ative of different types of physical phenomena. The func-
tions also comprise comparing the outputs received from
the plurality of sensors for the current flight to reference
flight data, and the reference flight data includes a data
stream collected for the same sensors positioned at a
substantially same location on the aircraft, during sub-
stantially same flight conditions, and during a successful
takeoff of the aircraft. The functions also comprise based
on comparing the outputs received from the plurality of
sensors for the current flight to the reference flight data,
making a determination of whether to initiate a TOR pro-
cedure before the aircraft reaches a takeoff speed on a
runway, and when the outputs received from the plurality
of sensors for the current flight are outside of a threshold
range of the reference flight data, the computing device
determines to initiate the TOR procedure. The functions
also comprise based on determining to initiate the TOR
procedure, sending a signal to a control device on the
aircraft to initiate the TOR procedure.
[0008] In another example, a system is described com-
prising a plurality of sensors positioned on an aircraft,
and the plurality of sensors output data representative of
different types of physical phenomena. The system also
comprises a computing device having one or more proc-
essors for executing instructions stored in a non-transi-
tory computer readable storage medium to perform func-
tions. The functions comprise receiving, at a time before
the aircraft takes off for a current flight, outputs from the
plurality of sensors positioned on the aircraft, and com-
paring the outputs received from the plurality of sensors
for the current flight to reference flight data. The reference
flight data includes a data stream collected for the same
sensors positioned at a substantially same location on
the aircraft, during substantially same flight conditions,
and during a successful takeoff of the aircraft. The func-
tions also comprise based on comparing the outputs re-
ceived from the plurality of sensors for the current flight
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to the reference flight data, making a determination of
whether to initiate a TOR procedure before the aircraft
reaches a takeoff speed on a runway, and when the out-
puts received from the plurality of sensors for the current
flight are outside of a threshold range of the reference
flight data, the computing device determines to initiate
the TOR procedure. The functions also comprise based
on determining to initiate the TOR procedure, sending a
signal to a control device on the aircraft to initiate the
TOR procedure.
[0009] The features, functions, and advantages that
have been discussed can be achieved independently in
various examples or may be combined in yet other ex-
amples further details of which can be seen with refer-
ence to the following description and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

[0010] The novel features believed characteristic of the
illustrative examples are set forth in the appended claims.
The illustrative examples, however, as well as a preferred
mode of use, further objectives and descriptions thereof,
will best be understood by reference to the following de-
tailed description of an illustrative example of the present
disclosure when read in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 is a block diagram of an operating environ-
ment, according to an example implementation.
Figure 2 illustrates an example of the aircraft with
the sensors positioned at different areas on the air-
craft, according to an example implementation.
Figure 3 is an example timeline of events monitored
on the aircraft prior to takeoff, according to an exam-
ple implementation.
Figure 4 is a flow diagram illustrating example func-
tions performed by the computing device for making
the TOR decision based on the analytics results for
a single sensor, according to an example implemen-
tation.
Figure 5 is a flow diagram illustrating example func-
tions performed by the computing device for making
the TOR decision based on the combined analytics
results for a plurality of sensors, according to an ex-
ample implementation.
Figure 6 is a flow diagram illustrating example func-
tions performed by the computing device for issuing
the TOR command based on the takeoff speed and
the TOR decision from airport control tower, or UAV
control center or the sensor systems, according to
an example implementation.
Figure 7 is a flow diagram illustrating example func-
tions performed by the computing device to automat-
ically start TOR procedures and actions, and to con-
trol the aircraft for a safe stop, according to an ex-
ample implementation.
Figure 8 shows a flowchart of an example method
240 for predictive take-off rejection (TOR) of the air-

craft, according to an example implementation.
Figure 9 shows a flowchart of an example method
for use with the method 240, according to an example
implementation.
Figure 10 shows a flowchart of an example method
for use with the method, according to an example
implementation.
Figure 11 shows a flowchart of an example method
for use with the method, according to an example
implementation.
Figure 12 shows a flowchart of an example method
for use with the method, according to an example
implementation.
Figure 13 shows a flowchart of an example method
for use with the method, according to an example
implementation.
Figure 14 shows a flowchart of an example method
for use with the method, according to an example
implementation.
Figure 15 shows a flowchart of an example method
for use with the method, according to an example
implementation.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0011] Disclosed examples will now be described more
fully hereinafter with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which some, but not all of the disclosed ex-
amples are shown. Indeed, several different examples
may be described and should not be construed as limited
to the examples set forth herein. Rather, these examples
are described so that this disclosure will be thorough and
complete and will fully convey the scope of the disclosure
to those skilled in the art.
[0012] Within examples described herein, systems
and methods for predictive take-off rejection (TOR) of an
aircraft are described. A plurality of sensors are posi-
tioned on the aircraft and output data representative of
different types of physical phenomena. The outputs as
received from a current flight are compared to reference
flight data that includes a data stream collected for the
same sensors positioned at a substantially same location
on the aircraft, during substantially same flight conditions,
and during a prior successful takeoff of the aircraft. The
comparison can enable a determination of whether to
initiate a TOR procedure before the aircraft reaches a
takeoff speed on a runway. For example, when the out-
puts received from the plurality of sensors for the current
flight are outside of a threshold range of the reference
flight data, the TOR procedure can be initiated.
[0013] Various sensor outputs can be used to deter-
mine whether to initiate the TOR procedure including out-
puts from a vision sensor, an audio sensor, an ultrasound
sensor, a strain gauge sensor, a temperature sensor, a
fire/smoke sensor, a fuel sensor, a hydraulic pressure
sensor, a landing gear tire pressure sensor, an electricity
load sensor, and a vibration sensor, for example. Such
sensors can provide outputs that indicate there may be
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an issue with the aircraft, and the TOR procedure should
be initiated.
[0014] In many examples, an aircraft TOR decision is
time sensitive. A fraction of second time could determine
whether the takeoff may be possible to stop. Existing
TOR decision making systems react to emergency
events that are occurring during a takeoff time period,
which usually leaves little time for making the TOR deci-
sion. Within examples described herein, intelligent pre-
dictive TOR decisions can be made as early as possible,
for aircrafts with pilots or without pilots (UAVs), to provide
as much time as possible to execute the TOR decision.
For example, a TOR decision can be made at the follow-
ing time periods: when the aircraft initiates an auxiliary
power unit (APU) prior to leaving a gate, when the aircraft
runs a main engine at a gate, when the aircraft taxis to
the runway, when the aircraft arrives at a beginning of
the runway, and when the aircraft increases a speed on
the runway for takeoff Execution of the TOR decision can
then include controlling the aircraft to come to a stop.
[0015] Referring now to the figures, Figure 1 is a block
diagram of an operating environment 100, according to
an example implementation. The operating environment
100 includes an aircraft 102 in communication with one
or more of an airport control tower 104 and/or an un-
manned air vehicle (UAV) control center 106.
[0016] The airport control tower 104 is in wireless com-
munication with the aircraft 102 and may be a ground-
based controller to provide advisory services and com-
mands to the aircraft 102, such as indicating take-off in-
structions. The UAV control center 106 provides similar
wireless communications to unmanned air vehicles, for
example.
[0017] The aircraft includes a system 108, a control
device 110, and a vehicle control system 112.
[0018] The control device 110 may be a computing de-
vice and may have components such as a processor and
memory for executing instructions to perform functions
of controlling operations of the aircraft. For example, the
control device 110 may receive outputs of the system
108, and control operations of the vehicle control system
112 such as to start or stop a takeoff.
[0019] The vehicle control system 112 includes an en-
gine/motor 114, an energy source 116, an auxiliary power
unit (APU) 118, and landing gear 120. Depending on
whether the aircraft 102 is a passenger aircraft or an UAV,
various engines and energy sources can be used. An
example energy source 116 can include fuel or batteries
for providing power to the aircraft 102. The engine/motor
114 can be a combustion engine or an electric engine to
name a few examples. The APU 118 can provide power
to the aircraft 102 at various times during or before flight,
and the landing gear 120 may be used for takeoff or land-
ing and supports the aircraft 102 when not in flight and
generally includes tires/wheels (or also skids, skis, floats
or a combination of these and other elements).
[0020] The system 108 includes a plurality of sensors
122 positioned on the aircraft 102, and a computing de-

vice 124. The plurality of sensors 122 are positioned on
the aircraft 102 at different areas on the aircraft 102, and
the plurality of sensors 122 output data representative of
different types of physical phenomena to the computing
device 124. The plurality of sensors 122 include a vibra-
tion sensor 126, a hydraulic pressure sensor 128, a
fire/smoke sensor 130, a landing gear tire pressure sen-
sor 132, a vision sensor 134, an audio sensor 136, an
ultrasound sensor 138, an electricity load sensor 140, a
strain gauge sensor 142, a temperature sensor 144, a
camera 146, an oxygen sensor 148, a carbon dioxide
sensor 150 and a fuel sensor 152. More or fewer sensors
may also be included, and more than one of any sensor
can also be included.
[0021] The vibration sensor 126 may be positioned on
a wing of the aircraft 102 to detect vibrations. For exam-
ple, the vibration sensor 126 may be positioned at loca-
tions on the aircraft 102, such as on the wings, vertical
stabilizer, horizontal stabilizers, engines, and landing
gear structure, etc., where any vibration above a thresh-
old amount may be indicative of a potential mechanical
issue. The vibration sensor 126 can be or include an ac-
celerometer, which measures vibration, shock and ac-
celerations, for example.
[0022] The hydraulic pressure sensor 128 may be po-
sitioned on any hydraulic system in the aircraft 102, such
as on hydraulic systems controlling actuators for flaps,
slats, spoilers, rudders, elevators, landing gears, etc.
[0023] The fire/smoke sensor 130 may be positioned
in a number of areas, and more than one fire/smoke sen-
sor can be positioned on the aircraft 102. As an example,
the fire/smoke sensor 130 may be positioned near the
engine/motor 114 to detect instances of fire/smoke in that
area. The fire/smoke sensor 130 can also be positioned
in an interior the aircraft 102 cabin or other areas as well.
[0024] The landing gear tire pressure sensor 132 can
be positioned in communication with the landing gear
120 to detect a tire pressure of wheels of the landing gear
120, for example.
[0025] The vision sensor 134 can include devices that
capture an image of a part of the aircraft 102 during op-
eration. For example, the vision sensor 134 can include
a charge-coupled device (CCD) camera that directly cap-
tures digital images. The vision sensor 134 can be posi-
tioned at locations on the aircraft 102 to capture images
of engine operation, wing flap/slat operation, rudder/el-
evator operation, landing gear operation, etc.
[0026] The audio sensor 136 can include a sound sen-
sor and can be positioned to capture audio signals during
aircraft operations, such as positioned on or near moving
parts such as the engine, flap, slat, rudder, elevator and
landing system, etc.
[0027] The ultrasound sensor 138 can be positioned
at locations on the aircraft 102 to capture ultrasound sig-
nals resulted from structure crack growth. The ultrasound
sensor 138 can be used for crack detection, and may be
positioned, for example, on structures such as wings,
fuselage, engines and vertical/horizontal stabilizers, etc.
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[0028] The electricity load sensor 140 can be posi-
tioned in communication with any number of electrical
circuits in the aircraft 102 to detect loads of the circuits.
The electricity load sensor 140 can include a power sen-
sor that is used to measure electricity load (AMPS) and/or
load changes for an electricity consumption system such
as an actuator, a cabin environment control system, etc.
The electricity load sensor 140 can be positioned on the
aircraft 102 in communication with such systems or in
communication with power sources coupled to such sys-
tems.
[0029] The strain gauge sensor 142 can be positioned
on a surface of a structure of the aircraft 102 that receives
structure loads, and is used to measure strain on a struc-
ture system.
[0030] The temperature sensor 144 may include a ther-
mal sensor that is used to measure temperature, and can
be positioned on the aircraft 102 within or in proximity to
systems that require temperature controls such as en-
gines, actuators, inside cabin, etc.
[0031] The camera 146 can be positioned at various
areas on the aircraft 102 to capture images and live-vid-
eo.
[0032] The oxygen sensor 148 can be positioned in-
side a passenger cabin and pilot compartment of the air-
craft 102, and is used to measure the oxygen content.
[0033] The carbon dioxide sensor 150 can be posi-
tioned inside a passenger cabin and a pilot compartment
of the aircraft 102, and is used to measure the carbon
dioxide content. The carbon dioxide sensor 150 may also
be positioned at or in proximity to an emission system of
the aircraft 102 to measure carbon dioxide content from
fuel burning.
[0034] The fuel sensor 152 can be positioned in com-
munication with the energy source 116 or fuel tank to
determine an amount of fuel in the fuel tank as well as
fuel pressure
[0035] The computing device 124 may be used to per-
form functions of methods described herein, and may be
coupled to the sensors 122 (or in communication with
each of the sensors 122) to receive outputs of the sensors
122. The computing device 124 has a processor(s) 156,
and also a communication interface 158, data storage
160, an output interface 162, and a display 164 each
connected to a communication bus 166. The computing
device 124 may also include hardware to enable com-
munication within the computing device 124 and between
the computing device 124 and other devices (not shown).
The hardware may include transmitters, receivers, and
antennas, for example.
[0036] The communication interface 158 may be a
wireless interface and/or one or more wireline interfaces
that allow for both short-range communication and long-
range communication to one or more networks or to one
or more remote devices. Such wireless interfaces may
provide for communication under one or more wireless
communication protocols, Bluetooth, WiFi (e.g., an insti-
tute of electrical and electronic engineers (IEEE) 802.11

protocol), Long-Term Evolution (LTE), cellular commu-
nications, near-field communication (NFC), and/or other
wireless communication protocols. Such wireline inter-
faces may include an Ethernet interface, a Universal Se-
rial Bus (USB) interface, or similar interface to commu-
nicate via a wire, a twisted pair of wires, a coaxial cable,
an optical link, a fiber-optic link, or other physical con-
nection to a wireline network. Thus, the communication
interface 158 may be configured to receive input data
from one or more devices, and may also be configured
to send output data to other devices. For example, the
communication interface 158 may communicate wire-
lessly with the airport control tower 104 and/or the UAV
control center 106, and may be coupled for communica-
tion to the control device 110.
[0037] The data storage 160 may include or take the
form of one or more computer-readable storage media
that can be read or accessed by the processor(s) 156.
The computer-readable storage media can include vol-
atile and/or non-volatile storage components, such as
optical, magnetic, organic or other memory or disc stor-
age, which can be integrated in whole or in part with the
processor(s) 156. The data storage 160 is considered
non-transitory computer readable media. In some exam-
ples, the data storage 160 can be implemented using a
single physical device (e.g., one optical, magnetic, or-
ganic or other memory or disc storage unit), while in other
examples, the data storage 160 can be implemented us-
ing two or more physical devices.
[0038] The data storage 160 thus is a non-transitory
computer readable storage medium, and executable in-
structions 168 are stored thereon. The instructions 168
include computer executable code. The data storage 160
also stores reference flight data 170 that includes a data
stream collected for the sensors 122 positioned at a sub-
stantially same location on the aircraft 102, during sub-
stantially same flight conditions, and during a successful
takeoff of the aircraft 102 at a prior instance. Thus, the
reference flight data 170 may be considered historical
flight data that indicates outputs of the sensors 122 col-
lected and received during a successful flight. As such,
the reference flight data 170 is indicative outputs of the
sensors 122 during normal operating conditions.
[0039] When the instructions 168 are executed by the
processor(s) 156, the processor(s) 156 are caused to
perform functions including receiving outputs from the
plurality of sensors 122, comparing the outputs received
from the plurality of sensors 122 for the current flight to
the reference flight data 170, making a determination of
whether to initiate a TOR procedure before the aircraft
102 reaches a takeoff speed on a runway, and based on
determining to initiate the TOR procedure, sending a sig-
nal to the control device 110 on the aircraft 102 to initiate
the TOR procedure.
[0040] The processor(s) 156 may be a general-pur-
pose processor or a special purpose processor (e.g., dig-
ital signal processors, application specific integrated cir-
cuits, etc.). The processor(s) 156 may receive inputs from
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the communication interface 158 as well as from the sen-
sors 122, and process the inputs to generate outputs that
are stored in the data storage 160 and output to the dis-
play 164. The processor(s) 156 can be configured to ex-
ecute the executable instructions 168 (e.g., computer-
readable program instructions) that are stored in the data
storage 160 and are executable to provide the function-
ality of the computing device 124 described herein.
[0041] The output interface 162 outputs information to
the display 164 or to other components as well, such as
to the control device 110. Thus, the output interface 162
may be similar to the communication interface 158 and
can be a wireless interface (e.g., transmitter) or a wired
interface as well.
[0042] Figure 2 illustrates an example of the aircraft
102 with the sensors 122 positioned at different areas on
the aircraft 102, according to an example implementa-
tion. As shown in Figure 2, the sensors 122 may be po-
sitioned in a cargo area 172, on a wing 174a-b, in a cabin
176, on a fuselage 178, and on a tail 180 of the aircraft,
for example.
[0043] The sensors 122 comprise a network of sen-
sors, each of which may be grouped into multiple arrays
of sensors, for example. Each array of sensors may in-
clude one or more sensors that capture one type of phys-
ics phenomenon, such as described above. A total of N
different sensors or arrays of sensors may be included,
where N is a number dependent upon a size of the aircraft
102, for example. The system 108 monitors and collects
sensor data from the sensors 122 at a number of instanc-
es, such as at a time when the aircraft 102 initiates the
APU 118 prior to leaving a gate, at a time when the aircraft
102 runs a main engine 114 at a gate, when the aircraft
102 taxis to a runway, when the aircraft 102 arrives at a
beginning of the runway, and when the aircraft 102 in-
creases a speed on the runway for takeoff. In some ex-
amples, the sensor data is collected at these discrete
time periods. In other examples, the sensor data is con-
tinuously collected started from a time when the aircraft
102 initiates the APU 118 prior to leaving a gate and
ending when the aircraft takes off.
[0044] Figure 3 is an example timeline of events mon-
itored on the aircraft 102 prior to takeoff, according to an
example implementation. As mentioned above, outputs
of the sensors 122 can be collected at various instances,
such as when the APU 118 or the engine 114 is started
while the aircraft 102 is at the gate, at times when the
aircraft 102 taxis to the runway, at a time when the aircraft
102 arrives at a beginning of the runway, at a time at
which a velocity of the aircraft 102 is 80 knots during
takeoff, and at a time when a velocity of the aircraft reach-
es a speed of V1.
[0045] As the aircraft 102 goes down the runway, sit-
uations may occur in which it is decided to perform a TOR
decision. The total energy that may be dissipated during
the rejected takeoff may be proportional to a square of a
velocity of the aircraft 102. At low speeds, up to approx-
imately 80 knots, the energy level is generally low. There-

fore, the aircraft 102 may be stopped for a variety of
events that may be considered undesirable for continued
takeoff roll or flight. As the airspeed of the aircraft 102
approaches V1, effort required to stop the aircraft 102
can approach an airplane maximum stopping capability.
Therefore, a decision to perform a TOR beyond 80 knots
and below V1 should be made only for specific hazardous
conditions that threaten safety of flight. Performing a TOR
at or past V1 may result in the aircraft 102 stopping be-
yond an end of the runway and any decision delay at high
speeds increases these risks.
[0046] Thus, the sensors 122 located throughout the
aircraft 102 monitor different conditions on the aircraft
102 as well as monitor different operating conditions of
one or more aircraft systems. For example, one or more
of the sensors 122 may be used to indicate a fire on the
aircraft 102, in the aircraft engine 114, or the like, engine
failure, abnormal acceleration of the aircraft 102, tire fail-
ure, aircraft structural damage, predictive windshear
warning, flight path obstruction, and the like.
[0047] At each of the time periods when the outputs
from the plurality of sensors 122 are received at the com-
puting device 124, the computing device compares the
outputs received to the reference flight data 170, and
based on comparing the outputs received to the refer-
ence flight data 170, the computing device 124 makes
the determination of whether to initiate the TOR proce-
dure. As shown in Figure 3, the computing device 124
may make such determinations on a continuous basis to
output a continuous go or no-go decision to the control
device 110. As a result, the computing device 124 per-
forms predictive real time sensor data streaming analyt-
ics for intelligent TOR decision making.
[0048] In addition, the computing device 124 also re-
ceives non-sensor data from the airport control tower 104
or from the UAV control center 106 during all time periods
prior to takeoff, and based on (i) comparing the outputs
received from the plurality of sensors 122 for the current
flight to the reference flight data 170 and (ii) the non-
sensor data, the computing device 124 makes the deter-
mination of whether to initiate the TOR procedure. For
example, operators at the airport may at any time prior
to takeoff issue a TOR decision independent of the op-
erating conditions of the aircraft 102, and the computing
device 124 can then initiate the TOR procedures accord-
ing. Thus, the airport control tower 104 and the UAV con-
trol center 106 can issue a no-go decision directly, and
the predictive data analytics results from the sensors 122
can also result in a no-go decision. The TOR procedures
generally include control the aircraft 102 to come to a
stop, for example.
[0049] Figure 4 is a flow diagram illustrating example
functions performed by the computing device 124 for
making the TOR decision, according to an example im-
plementation. The flow diagram in Figure 4 illustrates an
example three level step-by-step method for intelligent
predictive decision making for a TOR that is performed
in real-time as data is output and received from the sen-
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sors 122.
[0050] Initially, at block 182, data is output from sen-
sor;, where the plurality of sensors 122 includes sensor-
si-n. The data may be analog in format, and thus, the data
may be passed through an analog to digital (A/D) con-
verter 184 (which may be a component of the computing
device 124 or separate from the computing device 124).
[0051] The computing device 124 monitors flight data
streams received for each sensor;, at block 186, and ex-
tracts or calculates key intelligences for the flight data
stream received from each sensor;, at block 188. This
can include, for example, one or more or a combination
of information such as, an amplitude of a sensor signal
at a specific time, a peak amplitude of outputs over a time
period for the sensor data, a value between adjacent
peak and valley values of sensor data over the time pe-
riod, a standard deviation of sensor data over the time
period, a root mean square of sensor data, a power spec-
trum density along a time period of the sensor data, or
other information that represents certain characteristics
of the data stream received from each sensor;. Thus, for
outputs from each sensor; of the plurality of sensors 122
received over the time period, a feature representative
of characteristics of the outputs over the time period is
extracted.
[0052] The extracted feature is a representation of
physical phenomena of the sensor data. As the sensor
data is continuously collected over time, a large amount
of sensor data is received in a time series, and the feature
extraction enables the computing device 124 to focus on
information of the sensor data at a specific point in time.
As an example, if an amplitude of vibration data output
from the vibration sensor 126 is high amplitude at a time
period, and a standard deviation looking at the entire time
stream (e.g., 1-5 minutes) is minimum with a median of
about zero, this indicates a high vibration is occurring
that can be indicative of a potential issue with the aircraft
102. Thus, any combination of extracted features of sen-
sor data can be used as well.
[0053] Following, at block 190, the computing device
124 compares the extracted feature representative of the
characteristics of the outputs over the time period of each
sensor; to the reference flight data 170. The reference
flight data 170 refers to a historic data stream for the
same sensor positioned at the same location on the air-
craft recorded when the aircraft reported a successful
takeoff and with the same/similar flight conditions (i.e.,
the same airplane, same/similar payloads, same airport
with similar runway conditions, similar weather condi-
tions, etc.).
[0054] For example, the temperature sensor 144 may
collect data of a temperature of the engine 114 and the
vibration sensor 126 may collect data of a vibration of
the engine, and data of the temperature sensor 144 and
the vibration sensor 126 output during a successful take-
off of the aircraft 102 is stored in the reference flight data
170. Then, for subsequent flights, data output from the
temperature sensor 144 and the vibration sensor 126

can be compared one-to-one with data stored in the ref-
erence flight data 170. The data used for comparison can
include the extracted features, and the stored data in the
reference flight data 170 can also include previously ex-
tracted features, such that the comparison is performed
to compare the same type of data.
[0055] Then, the computing device 124 performs the
comparison with reference to three separate thresholds
T1, T2, and T3. The thresholds T1, T2, and T3 represent
thresholds for a difference between the data compared
from the currently received sensor data and the data of
the reference flight data 170. The thresholds T1, T2, and
T3 refer to a predefined scale of seriousness of abnor-
mality or deviation from the reference flight data 170. For
example, if a difference of the key intelligence extracted
from current sensor data as compared to the reference
flight data 170 has an absolute difference less than
threshold T1, it is a normal flight, and as shown at block
192, the computing device 124 outputs a value of zero
(0). If a difference of the key intelligence extracted from
current sensor data as compared to the reference flight
data 170 is greater than or equal to T1 but less than
threshold T2, then it has a minor abnormality, and at block
194, the computing device outputs a value of one (1). If
a difference of the key intelligence extracted from current
sensor data as compared to the reference flight data 170
is greater than or equal to threshold T2 but less than
threshold T3, then it has a medium abnormality, and at
block 196, the computing device 124 outputs a value of
two (2). If a difference of the key intelligence extracted
from current sensor data as compared to the reference
flight data 170 is greater than or equal to threshold T3,
then it has a serious abnormality, and at block 198, the
computing device outputs a value of three (3).
[0056] Thus, as the difference between the key intelli-
gence extracted from current sensor data as compared
to the reference flight data 170 increases, a larger value
is generated. Generally, the larger the value generated,
the more serious of an issue with the aircraft 102 is noted.
At this stage, the computing device 124 can issue a TOR
decision based on the values output for a level-one de-
cision making process. As an example, if the value is one
(1) or higher, a TOR decision may be issued. In other
examples, if the value is two (2) or higher, the TOR de-
cision may be issued.
[0057] Figure 5 is another flow diagram illustrating ex-
ample functions performed by the computing device 124
for making the TOR decision, according to an example
implementation. In Figure 5 predictive real time sensor
data streaming analytics for all sensors, such as sensor1,
sensor;, and up to sensorn are collected at blocks 200,
202, and 204. These include the outputs generated by
the functions performed and described in Figure 4, for
example, per senor. Thus, each sensor is assigned a
value, and as shown in Figure 5, those values are
summed, and when the total is equal or greater than a
threshold, as shown at block 206, a no-go (TOR) decision
is issued. When the total is less than the threshold here
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at block 206, a go decision (ready for takeoff) is issued.
The threshold at block 206 can be set to any value, such
as a value of one (1), two (2), or three (3). The process
shown in Figure 5 fuses all sensor data to make the in-
telligent predictive decision on go or no-go, so as to take
into account data from all different types of sensors po-
sitioned at various locations on the aircraft 102.
[0058] Using the process in Figure 5, when a serious
issue exists, resulting in a large single value, the TOR
decision can be issued. In addition, when a number of
subtle or minor issues exists, each resulting in small gen-
erated values, then those values are summed and when
enough minor issues are determined, the TOR decision
can be issued. Thus, the computing device 124 can de-
termine, for each sensor, a comparison of the outputs
received for the current flight to the reference flight data
170 (or a comparison of key intelligences extracted from
current sensor data as compared to the reference flight
data 170), and based on a combination of comparisons
of outputs for each sensor of the plurality of sensors to
the reference flight data being outside of the threshold
range of the reference flight data, the computing device
determining to initiate the TOR procedure.
[0059] Figure 6 is another flow diagram illustrating ex-
ample functions performed by the computing device 124
to issue the TOR command, according to an example
implementation. The processes shown in Figure 6 further
take into account airport control tower takeoff rejection
decision or UAV control center takeoff rejection decision
if the aircraft 102 is a UAV, as shown at blocks 208 and
210, in addition to the predictive real time sensor data
analytics for TOR decision making, as shown at block
212 and as output from the processes shown in Figure 5.
[0060] Thus, if the TOR decision is received from at
least one of the sources: the airport control tower 104 or
the UAV control center 106 or the predictive real time
sensor data analytics system and if the aircraft 102 speed
is less than or equal to V1, as shown at block 214, then
the computing device 124 issues a command for no-go
(e.g., the TOR decision), as shown at block 216. Further,
the computing device 124 sends a notice to the control
tower and UAV control center of the TOR decision, as
shown at block 218. However, if the aircraft 102 speed
is greater than V1, as shown at block 220, although at
least one of TOR decisions are received, the aircraft 102
still continues to takeoff, as shown at block 222.
[0061] The processes shown in Figure 6 merge overall
data to fuse data from sensors, data from the airport con-
trol tower 104 and the UAV control center 106, and issues
(or not issues) the command for No-Go (TOR decision)
based on a speed of the aircraft being less than V1. Here,
the airport control tower 104 and the UAV control center
106 can issue a no-go decision directly and the predictive
analytics results from the sensors can also issue a no-
go decision.
[0062] Figure 7 is a flow diagram illustrating example
functions performed by the computing device 124 to au-
tomatically start TOR procedures and actions, and to

control the aircraft 102 for a safe stop, according to an
example implementation. As shown at block 222, the
command for no-go (e.g., TOR) is issued to the control
device 110, and the control device 110 operates the ve-
hicle control system 112 to retard throttle to idle, select
full reverse thrust, apply maximum antiskid braking, and
activate spoiler, for example, as well as inform/instruct
the pilot to bring the aircraft 102 to a stop, as shown at
block 224. The control device 110 and/or the computing
device 124 can then monitor aircraft status (i.e., airspeed,
direction, wing level, engine, equipment, etc.), as shown
at block 226 to determine if the aircraft 102 becomes
unstable, as shown at block 228. If so, as shown at block
230, the TOR actions can be adjusted. If not, the aircraft
102 comes to a stop, as shown at block 232.
[0063] Figure 8 shows a flowchart of an example meth-
od 240 for predictive take-off rejection (TOR) of the air-
craft 102, according to an example implementation.
Method 240 shown in Figure 8 presents an example of
a method that could be used with the system 108 or the
computing device 124, shown in Figure 1, for example.
Further, devices or systems may be used or configured
to perform logical functions presented in Figure 8. In
some instances, components of the devices and/or sys-
tems may be configured to perform the functions such
that the components are actually configured and struc-
tured (with hardware and/or software) to enable such per-
formance. In other examples, components of the devices
and/or systems may be arranged to be adapted to, ca-
pable of, or suited for performing the functions, such as
when operated in a specific manner. Method 240 may
include one or more operations, functions, or actions as
illustrated by one or more of blocks 242-248. Although
the blocks are illustrated in a sequential order, these
blocks may also be performed in parallel, and/or in a dif-
ferent order than those described herein. Also, the vari-
ous blocks may be combined into fewer blocks, divided
into additional blocks, and/or removed based upon the
desired implementation.
[0064] It should be understood that for this and other
processes and methods disclosed herein, flowcharts
show functionality and operation of one possible imple-
mentation of present examples. In this regard, each block
may represent a module, a segment, or a portion of pro-
gram code, which includes one or more instructions ex-
ecutable by a processor for implementing specific logical
functions or steps in the process. The program code may
be stored on any type of computer readable medium or
data storage, for example, such as a storage device in-
cluding a disk or hard drive. Further, the program code
can be encoded on a computer-readable storage media
in a machine-readable format, or on other non-transitory
media or articles of manufacture. The computer readable
medium may include non-transitory computer readable
medium or memory, for example, such as computer-
readable media that stores data for short periods of time
like register memory, processor cache and Random Ac-
cess Memory (RAM). The computer readable medium
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may also include non-transitory media, such as second-
ary or persistent long term storage, like read only memory
(ROM), optical or magnetic disks, compact-disc read only
memory (CD-ROM), for example. The computer reada-
ble media may also be any other volatile or non-volatile
storage systems. The computer readable medium may
be considered a tangible computer readable storage me-
dium, for example.
[0065] In addition, each block in Figure 8, and within
other processes and methods disclosed herein, may rep-
resent circuitry that is wired to perform the specific logical
functions in the process. Alternative implementations are
included within the scope of the examples of the present
disclosure in which functions may be executed out of
order from that shown or discussed, including substan-
tially concurrent or in reverse order, depending on the
functionality involved, as would be understood by those
reasonably skilled in the art.
[0066] At block 242, the method 240 includes receiv-
ing, at the computing device 124 on the aircraft 102 and
at a time before the aircraft 102 takes off for a current
flight, outputs from the plurality of sensors 122 positioned
on the aircraft 102, and the plurality of sensors 122 output
data representative of different types of physical phe-
nomena. Within examples, this includes receiving the
outputs from sensors including one or more of the vision
sensor 134, the audio sensor 136, the ultrasound sensor
138, the strain gauge sensor 142, the temperature sensor
144, the fire/smoke sensor 130, the fuel sensor 152, the
hydraulic pressure sensor 128, the landing gear tire pres-
sure sensor 132, the electricity load sensor 140, and the
vibration sensor 126. The plurality of sensors 122 are
positioned on the aircraft 102 at different areas as well.
[0067] In addition, this can include receiving the out-
puts from the plurality of sensors 122 at a time when the
aircraft 102 initiates the APU 118 prior to leaving a gate
and/or at a time when the aircraft 102 runs the main en-
gine 114 at a gate. By receiving the outputs early and
before the aircraft 102 enters the runway, a TOR decision
can be made as soon as possible to avoid executing a
TOR decision while the aircraft 102 is in motion during
takeoff.
[0068] At block 244, the method 240 includes compar-
ing the outputs received from the plurality of sensors 122
for the current flight to reference flight data, and the ref-
erence flight data includes a data stream collected for
the same sensors positioned at a substantially same lo-
cation on the aircraft 102, during substantially same flight
conditions, and during a successful takeoff of the aircraft
102. Thus, the reference flight data 170 that is used for
comparison is data collected based on a replica of the
aircraft 102 and as close as possible to a replica of the
environment and takeoff conditions, for example.
[0069] At block 246, the method 240 includes based
on comparing the outputs received from the plurality of
sensors 122 for the current flight to the reference flight
data 170, the computing device 124 making a determi-
nation of whether to initiate a TOR procedure before the

aircraft 102 reaches a takeoff speed on a runway, and
when the outputs received from the plurality of sensors
122 for the current flight are outside of a threshold range
of the reference flight data 170, the computing device
124 determines to initiate the TOR procedure.
[0070] Within examples, by receiving outputs of many
different sensors positioned at different areas on the air-
craft 102 prior to takeoff, the computing device 124 can
predict whether a mechanical issue may arise in the fu-
ture (e.g., during flight) by comparison to the reference
flight data 170. If there is a deviation from the reference
flight data 170, the computing device 124 can predict that
a problem is more likely to occur, and thus, the computing
device 124 issued the TOR decision. This enables a TOR
decision to be made in instances in which it is not imme-
diately known that a problem exists, but rather, it is de-
termined that a problem has a possibility of existing
sometime in the future.
[0071] In addition, by the computing device 124 con-
sidering outputs of all the sensors 122, a combination of
small minor issues can result in the TOR decision being
made. As an example, an output of the temperature sen-
sor 144 can indicate that the main engine 114 is running
hotter than expected but not outside of temperature limits
(as compared to the reference flight data 170), and thus,
this alone would not cause a TOR decision. However, if
during the same time and output of the vibration sensor
126 indicates further issues with the engine 114 vibrating
outside of normal ranges (as compared to the reference
flight data 170), then the computing device 124 can now
make a determination to issue the TOR decision based
on a prediction that when these two sensors provide out-
puts that deviate from the reference flight data 170, a
possible mechanical problem may result with the engine
114 even though the engine 114 is running within accept-
able manufacturing guidelines at the current time.
[0072] At block 248, the method 240 includes based
on determining to initiate the TOR procedure, the com-
puting device 124 sending a signal to the control device
110 on the aircraft 102 to initiate the TOR procedure. In
instances in which the computing device 124 and the
control device 110 are coupled, this can include sending
a wired communication. In other instances, the comput-
ing device 124 can be in wireless communication with
the control device 110 as well. In still further examples,
the computing device 124 and/or the control device 110
can then cause the vehicle control system 112 to bring
the aircraft 102 to a stop (if the aircraft 102 had left the
gate and possibly begun takeoff procedures), or simply
cause the vehicle control system 112 to shut down the
engine 114 if the aircraft 102 is still at the gate.
[0073] Figure 9 shows a flowchart of an example meth-
od for use with the method 240, according to an example
implementation. At block 250, functions include deter-
mining, for each sensor 122, a comparison of the outputs
received for the current flight to the reference flight data
170, and at block 252, based on a combination of com-
parisons of outputs for each sensor 122 of the plurality
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of sensors 122 to the reference flight data 170 being out-
side of the threshold range of the reference flight data,
the computing device 124 determining to initiate the TOR
procedure. In this example, the computing device 124
can make the TOR decision based on many minor issues
being detected, each of which on their own would not
cause the TOR decision to be made, but together can
result in making the TOR decision due to the negative
predictive result determined as a possibility of occurring
when compared to the reference flight data 170.
[0074] Figure 10 shows a flowchart of an example
method for use with the method 240, according to an
example implementation. At block 254, functions include
for outputs from each sensor of the plurality of sensors
122 received over the time period, extracting a feature
representative of characteristics of the outputs over the
time period. Within examples, this can include calculating
one or more of: a peak amplitude of the outputs over the
time period, a standard deviation of the outputs over the
time period, and a power spectrum density of the outputs
over the time period, as shown at blocks 256, 258, and
260. The functions also include, as shown at block 262,
comparing the feature representative of the characteris-
tics of the outputs over the time period to the reference
flight data 170.
[0075] Figure 11 shows a flowchart of an example
method for use with the method 240, according to an
example implementation. At block 264, functions include
based on comparing the feature representative of the
characteristics of the outputs over the time period to the
reference flight data 170, generating, by the computing
device 124 and for each sensor, a value so as to generate
a plurality of values for the plurality of sensors 122. This
can include, for example, determining a difference be-
tween the feature extracted from the outputs and the ref-
erence flight data 170, comparing the difference between
the feature extracted from the outputs and the reference
flight data 170 to a threshold, and based on comparing
the difference between the feature extracted from the
outputs and the reference flight data 170 to the threshold,
generating the value, as shown at blocks 266, 268, and
270. As the difference increases, a larger value is gen-
erated.
[0076] In Figure 11, the functions also include, as
shown at block 272, based on a combination of the plu-
rality of values, the computing device 124 making the
determination of whether to initiate the TOR procedure
before the aircraft 102 reaches the takeoff speed on the
runway.
[0077] Figure 12 shows a flowchart of an example
method for use with the method 240, according to an
example implementation. At block 274, functions include
receiving, at the computing device 124, the outputs from
the plurality of sensors 122 positioned on the aircraft 102
at the following time periods: when the aircraft 102 initi-
ates the APU 118 prior to leaving a gate, when the aircraft
102 runs the main engine 114 at a gate, when the aircraft
102 taxis to the runway, when the aircraft 102 arrives at

a beginning of the runway, and when the aircraft 102
increases a speed on the runway for takeoff. In Figure
12, the functions also include, as shown at block 276, at
each of the time periods when the outputs from the plu-
rality of sensors 122 are received: comparing the outputs
received to reference flight data 170, as shown at block
278, and based on comparing the outputs received to
the reference flight data 170, the computing device 124
making the determination of whether to initiate the TOR
procedure, as shown at block 280.
[0078] Figure 13 shows a flowchart of an example
method for use with the method 240, according to an
example implementation. At block 282, functions include
receiving, at the computing device 124 on the aircraft
102, non-sensor data from the airport control tower 104,
and based on (i) comparing the outputs received from
the plurality of sensors 122 for the current flight to the
reference flight data 170 and (ii) the non-sensor data from
the airport control tower 104, the computing device 124
making the determination of whether to initiate the TOR
procedure, as shown at block 284. In this example, either
of the outputs from the sensors 122 or the commands
received from the airport control tower 104 can cause
the TOR decision to be made.
[0079] Figure 14 shows a flowchart of an example
method for use with the method 240, according to an
example implementation. At block 286, functions include
receiving, at the computing device 124 on the aircraft
102, non-sensor data from an unmanned air vehicle
(UAV) control center 106, and based on (i) comparing
the outputs received from the plurality of sensors 122 for
the current flight to the reference flight data 170 and (ii)
the non-sensor data from the UAV control center 106,
the computing device 124 making the determination of
whether to initiate the TOR procedure, as shown at block
288.
[0080] Figure 15 shows a flowchart of an example
method for use with the method 240, according to an
example implementation. At block 290, functions include
controlling the aircraft 102 to come to a stop. Examples
of controlling the aircraft 102 to stop are described above
with reference to Figure 7.
[0081] By the term "real time" used herein, it is meant
that the computing device 124 performs the actions of
determining whether to issue the TOR decision during
receipt of data from the sensors 122, which can occur on
a continuous basis. The real time processing may con-
tinually process outputs of the sensors 122 to determine
whether any output as compared to the reference flight
data 170 is indicative of a condition warranting issuance
of the TOR decision, for example.
[0082] By the term "substantially" and "about" used
herein, it is meant that the recited characteristic, param-
eter, or value need not be achieved exactly, but that de-
viations or variations, including for example, tolerances,
measurement error, measurement accuracy limitations
and other factors known to skill in the art, may occur in
amounts that do not preclude the effect the characteristic

17 18 



EP 3 444 692 A1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

was intended to provide.
Different examples of the system(s), device(s), and meth-
od(s) disclosed herein include a variety of components,
features, and functionalities. It should be understood that
the various examples of the system(s), device(s), and
method(s) disclosed herein may include any of the com-
ponents, features, and functionalities of any of the other
examples of the system(s), device(s), and method(s) dis-
closed herein in any combination, and all of such possi-
bilities are intended to be within the scope of the disclo-
sure.
Further, the disclosure comprises embodiments accord-
ing to the following clauses:

Clause 1. A method for predictive take-off rejection
(TOR) of an aircraft, comprising:

receiving, at a computing device on the aircraft
and at a time before the aircraft takes off for a
current flight, outputs from a plurality of sensors
positioned on the aircraft, wherein the plurality
of sensors output data representative of differ-
ent types of physical phenomena;
comparing the outputs received from the plural-
ity of sensors for the current flight to reference
flight data, wherein the reference flight data in-
cludes a data stream collected for the same sen-
sors positioned at a substantially same location
on the aircraft, during substantially same flight
conditions, and during a successful takeoff of
the aircraft;
based on comparing the outputs received from
the plurality of sensors for the current flight to
the reference flight data, the computing device
making a determination of whether to initiate a
TOR procedure before the aircraft reaches a
takeoff speed on a runway, wherein when the
outputs received from the plurality of sensors for
the current flight are outside of a threshold range
of the reference flight data, the computing device
determines to initiate the TOR procedure; and
based on determining to initiate the TOR proce-
dure, the computing device sending a signal to
a control device on the aircraft to initiate the TOR
procedure.

Clause 2. The method of Clause 1, wherein receiving
the outputs from the plurality of sensors positioned
on the aircraft comprises receiving the outputs from
sensors including one or more of a vision sensor, an
audio sensor, an ultrasound sensor, a strain gauge
sensor, a temperature sensor, a fire/smoke sensor,
a fuel sensor, a hydraulic pressure sensor, a landing
gear tire pressure sensor, an electricity load sensor,
and a vibration sensor.
Clause 3. The method of Clause 1, wherein receiving
the outputs from the plurality of sensors positioned
on the aircraft comprises receiving the outputs from

sensors positioned at different areas on the aircraft.
Clause 4. The method of Clause 1, wherein receiving
the outputs from the plurality of sensors positioned
on the aircraft comprises receiving the outputs at a
time when the aircraft initiates an auxiliary power unit
(APU) prior to leaving a gate.
Clause 5. The method of Clause 1, wherein receiving
the outputs from the plurality of sensors positioned
on the aircraft comprises receiving the outputs at a
time when the aircraft runs a main engine at a gate.
Clause 6. The method of Clause 1, further compris-
ing:

determining, for each sensor, a comparison of
the outputs received for the current flight to the
reference flight data; and
based on a combination of comparisons of out-
puts for each sensor of the plurality of sensors
to the reference flight data being outside of the
threshold range of the reference flight data, the
computing device determining to initiate the
TOR procedure.

Clause 7. The method of Clause 1, wherein the out-
puts are received over a time period and the method
further comprises:
for outputs from each sensor of the plurality of sen-
sors received over the time period, extracting a fea-
ture representative of characteristics of the outputs
over the time period; and
wherein comparing the outputs received from the
plurality of sensors for the current flight to reference
flight data comprises comparing the feature repre-
sentative of the characteristics of the outputs over
the time period to the reference flight data.
Clause 8. The method of Clause 7, wherein extract-
ing the feature representative of characteristics of
the outputs over the time period comprises:
calculating one or more of:

a peak amplitude of the outputs over the time
period;
a standard deviation of the outputs over the time
period; and
a power spectrum density of the outputs over
the time period.

Clause 9. The method of Clause 7, further compris-
ing:

based on comparing the feature representative
of the characteristics of the outputs over the time
period to the reference flight data, generating,
by the computing device and for each sensor, a
value so as to generate a plurality of values for
the plurality of sensors; and
based on a combination of the plurality of values,
the computing device making the determination
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of whether to initiate the TOR procedure before
the aircraft reaches the takeoff speed on the run-
way.

Clause 10. The method of Clause 9, wherein gener-
ating the value comprises: determining a difference
between the feature extracted from the outputs and
the reference flight data;
comparing the difference between the feature ex-
tracted from the outputs and the reference flight data
to a threshold; and
based on comparing the difference between the fea-
ture extracted from the outputs and the reference
flight data to the threshold, generating the value,
wherein as the difference increases, a larger value
is generated.
Clause 11. The method of Clause 1, further compris-
ing:
receiving, at the computing device, the outputs from
the plurality of sensors positioned on the aircraft at
the following time periods:

when the aircraft initiates an auxiliary power unit
(APU) prior to leaving a gate,
when the aircraft runs a main engine at a gate,
when the aircraft taxis to the runway,
when the aircraft arrives at a beginning of the
runway, and
when the aircraft increases a speed on the run-
way for takeoff, and
at each of the time periods when the outputs
from the plurality of sensors are received: com-
paring the outputs received to reference flight
data; and
based on comparing the outputs received to the
reference flight data, the computing device mak-
ing the determination of whether to initiate the
TOR procedure.

Clause 12. The method of Clause 1, further compris-
ing:

receiving, at the computing device on the air-
craft, non-sensor data from an airport control
tower; and
based on (i) comparing the outputs received
from the plurality of sensors for the current flight
to the reference flight data and (ii) the non-sen-
sor data from the airport control tower, the com-
puting device making the determination of
whether to initiate the TOR procedure.

Clause 13. The method of Clause 1, wherein the
aircraft is an unmanned air vehicle (UAV), and the
method further comprises:

receiving, at the computing device on the air-
craft, non-sensor data from an unmanned air ve-

hicle (UAV) control center; and
based on (i) comparing the outputs received
from the plurality of sensors for the current flight
to the reference flight data and (ii) the non-sen-
sor data from the UAV control center, the com-
puting device making the determination of
whether to initiate the TOR procedure.

Clause 14. The method of Clause 1, further compris-
ing:
controlling the aircraft to come to a stop.
Clause 15. A non-transitory computer readable stor-
age medium having stored therein instructions, that
when executed by a computing device having one
or more processors, causes the computing device
to perform functions comprising:

receiving, at a time before an aircraft takes off
for a current flight, outputs from a plurality of
sensors positioned on the aircraft, wherein the
plurality of sensors output data representative
of different types of physical phenomena;
comparing the outputs received from the plural-
ity of sensors for the current flight to reference
flight data, wherein the reference flight data in-
cludes a data stream collected for the same sen-
sors positioned at a substantially same location
on the aircraft, during substantially same flight
conditions, and during a successful takeoff of
the aircraft;
based on comparing the outputs received from
the plurality of sensors for the current flight to
the reference flight data, making a determination
of whether to initiate a TOR procedure before
the aircraft reaches a takeoff speed on a runway,
wherein when the outputs received from the plu-
rality of sensors for the current flight are outside
of a threshold range of the reference flight data,
the computing device determines to initiate the
TOR procedure; and
based on determining to initiate the TOR proce-
dure, sending a signal to a control device on the
aircraft to initiate the TOR procedure.

Clause 16. The non-transitory computer readable
storage medium of Clause 15, wherein the functions
further comprise:
receiving the outputs from the plurality of sensors
positioned on the aircraft at the following time peri-
ods:

when the aircraft initiates an auxiliary power unit
(APU) prior to leaving a gate,
when the aircraft runs a main engine at a gate,
when the aircraft taxis to the runway,
when the aircraft arrives at a beginning of the
runway, and
when the aircraft increases a speed on the run-
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way for takeoff, and
at each of the time periods when the outputs
from the plurality of sensors are received: com-
paring the outputs received to reference flight
data; and
based on comparing the outputs received to the
reference flight data, the computing device mak-
ing the determination of whether to initiate the
TOR procedure.

Clause 17. The non-transitory computer readable
storage medium of Clause 15, wherein the functions
further comprise:

determining, for each sensor, a comparison of
the outputs received for the current flight to the
reference flight data; and
based on a combination of comparisons of out-
puts for each sensor of the plurality of sensors
to the reference flight data being outside of the
threshold range of the reference flight data, the
computing device determining to initiate the
TOR procedure.

Clause 18. A system comprising:

a plurality of sensors positioned on an aircraft,
wherein the plurality of sensors output data rep-
resentative of different types of physical phe-
nomena; and
a computing device having one or more proces-
sors for executing instructions stored in a non-
transitory computer readable storage medium
to perform functions including:

receiving, at a time before the aircraft takes
off for a current flight, outputs from the plu-
rality of sensors positioned on the aircraft;
comparing the outputs received from the
plurality of sensors for the current flight to
reference flight data, wherein the reference
flight data includes a data stream collected
for the same sensors positioned at a sub-
stantially same location on the aircraft, dur-
ing substantially same flight conditions, and
during a successful takeoff of the aircraft;
based on comparing the outputs received
from the plurality of sensors for the current
flight to the reference flight data, making a
determination of whether to initiate a TOR
procedure before the aircraft reaches a
takeoff speed on a runway, wherein when
the outputs received from the plurality of
sensors for the current flight are outside of
a threshold range of the reference flight da-
ta, the computing device determines to ini-
tiate the TOR procedure; and
based on determining to initiate the TOR

procedure, sending a signal to a control de-
vice on the aircraft to initiate the TOR pro-
cedure.

Clause 19. The system of Clause 18, wherein the
outputs are received over a time period and the func-
tions further comprise:

for outputs from each sensor of the plurality of
sensors received over the time period, extract-
ing a feature representative of characteristics of
the outputs over the time period; and
wherein comparing the outputs received from
the plurality of sensors for the current flight to
reference flight data comprises comparing the
feature representative of the characteristics of
the outputs over the time period to the reference
flight data.

Clause 20. The system of Clause 18, wherein the
functions further comprise:

receiving non-sensor data from an airport con-
trol tower or from an unmanned air vehicle (UAV)
control center; and
based on (i) comparing the outputs received
from the plurality of sensors for the current flight
to the reference flight data and (ii) the non-sen-
sor data, the computing device making the de-
termination of whether to initiate the TOR pro-
cedure.

[0083] The description of the different advantageous
arrangements has been presented for purposes of illus-
tration and description, and is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to the examples in the form disclosed. Many
modifications and variations will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art. Further, different advantageous
examples may describe different advantages as com-
pared to other advantageous examples. The example or
examples selected are chosen and described in order to
best explain the principles of the examples, the practical
application, and to enable others of ordinary skill in the
art to understand the disclosure for various examples
with various modifications as are suited to the particular
use contemplated.

Claims

1. A method (240) for predictive take-off rejection
(TOR) of an aircraft (102), comprising:

receiving (242), at a computing device (124) on
the aircraft and at a time before the aircraft takes
off for a current flight, outputs from a plurality of
sensors (122) positioned on the aircraft, wherein
the plurality of sensors output data representa-
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tive of different types of physical phenomena;
comparing (244) the outputs received from the
plurality of sensors for the current flight to refer-
ence flight data (170), wherein the reference
flight data includes a data stream collected for
the same sensors positioned at a substantially
same location on the aircraft, during substantial-
ly same flight conditions, and during a success-
ful takeoff of the aircraft;
based on comparing the outputs received from
the plurality of sensors for the current flight to
the reference flight data, the computing device
making (246) a determination of whether to ini-
tiate a TOR procedure before the aircraft reach-
es a takeoff speed on a runway, wherein when
the outputs received from the plurality of sensors
for the current flight are outside of a threshold
range of the reference flight data, the computing
device determines to initiate the TOR proce-
dure; and
based on determining to initiate the TOR proce-
dure, the computing device sending (248) a sig-
nal to a control device (110) on the aircraft to
initiate the TOR procedure.

2. The method (240) of claim 1, wherein receiving the
outputs from the plurality of sensors (122) positioned
on the aircraft (102) comprises receiving the outputs
from sensors including one or more of a vision sensor
(134), an audio sensor (136), an ultrasound sensor
(138), a strain gauge sensor (142), a temperature
sensor (144), a fire/smoke sensor (130), a fuel sen-
sor (152), a hydraulic pressure sensor (128), a land-
ing gear tire pressure sensor (132), an electricity load
sensor (140), and a vibration sensor (126).

3. The method (240) of any of claims 1-2, wherein re-
ceiving the outputs from the plurality of sensors (122)
positioned on the aircraft (102) comprises receiving
the outputs at a time when the aircraft initiates an
auxiliary power unit (APU) (118) prior to leaving a
gate.

4. The method (240) of any of claims 1-3, wherein re-
ceiving the outputs from the plurality of sensors (122)
positioned on the aircraft (102) comprises receiving
the outputs at a time when the aircraft runs a main
engine (114) at a gate.

5. The method (240) of any of claims 1-4, further com-
prising:

determining (250), for each sensor, a compari-
son of the outputs received for the current flight
to the reference flight data (170); and
based on a combination of comparisons of out-
puts for each sensor of the plurality of sensors
(122) to the reference flight data being outside

of the threshold range of the reference flight da-
ta, the computing device (124) determining
(252) to initiate the TOR procedure.

6. The method (240) of any of claims 1-5, wherein the
outputs are received over a time period and the meth-
od further comprises:

for outputs from each sensor of the plurality of
sensors (122) received over the time period, ex-
tracting (254) a feature representative of char-
acteristics of the outputs over the time period;
and
wherein comparing the outputs received from
the plurality of sensors for the current flight to
reference flight data (170) comprises comparing
(262) the feature representative of the charac-
teristics of the outputs over the time period to
the reference flight data.

7. The method (240) of claim 6, wherein extracting
(254) the feature representative of characteristics of
the outputs over the time period comprises:
calculating one or more of:

a peak amplitude (256) of the outputs over the
time period;
a standard deviation (258) of the outputs over
the time period; and
a power spectrum density (260) of the outputs
over the time period.

8. The method (240) of claim 6, further comprising:

based on comparing (262) the feature repre-
sentative of the characteristics of the outputs
over the time period to the reference flight data
(170), generating (264), by the computing de-
vice (124) and for each sensor, a value so as to
generate a plurality of values for the plurality of
sensors (122); and
based on a combination of the plurality of values,
the computing device making (272) the determi-
nation of whether to initiate the TOR procedure
before the aircraft (102) reaches the takeoff
speed on the runway.

9. The method (240) of claim 8, wherein generating
(264) the value comprises:

determining (266) a difference between the fea-
ture extracted from the outputs and the refer-
ence flight data (170);
comparing (268) the difference between the fea-
ture extracted from the outputs and the refer-
ence flight data to a threshold; and
based on comparing the difference between the
feature extracted from the outputs and the ref-
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erence flight data to the threshold, generating
(270) the value,
wherein as the difference increases, a larger val-
ue is generated.

10. The method (240) of any of claims 1-9, further com-
prising:
receiving (274), at the computing device (124), the
outputs from the plurality of sensors (122) positioned
on the aircraft (102) at the following time periods:

when the aircraft initiates an auxiliary power unit
(APU) (118) prior to leaving a gate,
when the aircraft runs a main engine (114) at a
gate,
when the aircraft taxis to the runway,
when the aircraft arrives at a beginning of the
runway, and
when the aircraft increases a speed on the run-
way for takeoff, and
at each of the time periods when the outputs
from the plurality of sensors are received:

comparing (278) the outputs received to ref-
erence flight data (170); and
based on comparing (278) the outputs re-
ceived to the reference flight data, the com-
puting device making (280) the determina-
tion of whether to initiate the TOR proce-
dure.

11. The method (240) of any of claims 1-10, further com-
prising:

receiving (282), at the computing device (124)
on the aircraft (102), non-sensor data from an
airport control tower (104); and
based on (i) comparing the outputs received
from the plurality of sensors for the current flight
to the reference flight data and (ii) the non-sen-
sor data from the airport control tower, the com-
puting device making (284) the determination of
whether to initiate the TOR procedure.

12. The method (240) of any of claims 1-11, further com-
prising:
controlling (290) the aircraft (102) to come to a stop.

13. A system (108) comprising:

a plurality of sensors (122) positioned on an air-
craft (102), wherein the plurality of sensors out-
put data representative of different types of
physical phenomena; and
a computing device (124) having one or more
processors (156) for executing instructions
stored in a non-transitory computer readable
storage medium (160) to perform functions in-

cluding:

receiving (242), at a time before the aircraft
takes off for a current flight, outputs from
the plurality of sensors positioned on the air-
craft;
comparing (244) the outputs received from
the plurality of sensors for the current flight
to reference flight data (170), wherein the
reference flight data includes a data stream
collected for the same sensors positioned
at a substantially same location on the air-
craft, during substantially same flight con-
ditions, and during a successful takeoff of
the aircraft;
based on comparing the outputs received
from the plurality of sensors for the current
flight to the reference flight data, making
(246) a determination of whether to initiate
a TOR procedure before the aircraft reach-
es a takeoff speed on a runway, wherein
when the outputs received from the plurality
of sensors for the current flight are outside
of a threshold range of the reference flight
data, the computing device determines to
initiate the TOR procedure; and
based on determining to initiate the TOR
procedure, sending (248) a signal to a con-
trol device (110) on the aircraft to initiate the
TOR procedure.

14. The system (108) of claim 13, wherein the outputs
are received over a time period and the functions
further comprise:

for outputs from each sensor of the plurality of
sensors (122) received over the time period, ex-
tracting (254) a feature representative of char-
acteristics of the outputs over the time period;
and
wherein comparing the outputs received from
the plurality of sensors for the current flight to
reference flight data (170) comprises comparing
(262) the feature representative of the charac-
teristics of the outputs over the time period to
the reference flight data.

15. The system (108) of any of claims 13-14, wherein
the functions further comprise:

receiving (282) non-sensor data from an airport
control tower (104) or from an unmanned air ve-
hicle (UAV) control center (106); and
based on (i) comparing the outputs received
from the plurality of sensors for the current flight
to the reference flight data (170) and (ii) the non-
sensor data, the computing device (124) making
(280) the determination of whether to initiate the
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TOR procedure.
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