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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates generally to shaft
seals and, more particularly, to improved finger-foil seals,
as well as to gas turbine engines employing finger-foil
seals.

BACKGROUND

[0002] During operation, a gas turbine engine com-
presses intake air, mixes the compressed air with fuel,
and ignites the fuel-air mixture to produce combustive
gasses, which are then expanded through a number of
air turbines to drive rotation of the turbines and produce
power. Significant quantities of energy are expended to
compress the intake air before the hot, compressed air
is supplied to the engine’s combustion chamber for fuel
injection and combustion. Leakage of the compressed
air from the compressor section, especially from the
downstream end of the high pressure compressor stage,
results in a direct penalty against the engine’s power-to-
weight ratio and overall fuel efficiency. For this reason,
air-to-air shaft seals are commonly positioned around the
engine shafts to reduce the leakage of pressurized air-
flow from the high pressure compressor section and other
such high pressure zones of the engine. Labyrinth seals
have traditionally been utilized for this purpose, but are
prone to degradation over time due to intermittent contact
between the static components and the spinning disks
or knives of the labyrinth seal. Finger seals can alterna-
tively be employed in a gas turbine engine as an air-to-
air shaft seal; and, in general, may provide higher pres-
sure load capacities than do comparable labyrinth seals.
Finger seals are, however, also subject to wear due to
their contacting design and may require a relatively
lengthy break-in process to ensure proper operation. Ad-
ditionally, constant rubbing may occur between the fin-
gers of the finger seal and the rapidly spinning shaft,
which can potentially damage the finger seal or the shaft
due to the generation of significant quantities of heat.
[0003] Finger-foil seals (also referred to as "lift-off fin-
ger seals") have recently been introduced as an advance-
ment over finger seals. A finger-foil seal may include a
plurality of spiral-shaped resilient fingers, which collec-
tively form an annular seal around the shaft in much the
same way as do the fingers of a conventional finger seal.
However, in contrast to a finger seal, the finger-foil seal
further includes a radially-expandable aerodynamic foil,
which extends around the inner circumference of the fin-
gers and the outer circumference of the shaft. In addition
to forming a high integrity, air-to-air seal around the shaft,
the resilient fingers serve as a backing spring, which ex-
erts a bias force on aerodynamic foil urging the foil radially
inward toward the shaft. During high speed rotation of
the shaft, the foil expands radially and lifts-off from the
shaft in response to aerodynamic forces generated by

rotation of the shaft. The resilient fingers deflect to allow
foil lift-off, and a small annular gap is created between
the spinning shaft and the aerodynamic foil. Physical con-
tact between the foil and the rapidly spinning shaft is thus
minimized reducing seal wear, reducing the generation
of frictional heat, and eliminating the need for a lengthy
seal break-in process. Further description of finger-foil
seals can be found in co-pending U.S. Pat. App. Serial
No. 13/316,922; filed with the USPTO on December 12,
2011; entitled "GAS TURBINE ENGINE INCLUDING
LIFT-OFF FINGER SEALS, LIFT-OFF FINGER SEALS,
AND METHOD FOR THE MANUFACTURE THEREOF";
and assigned to Honeywell International Inc., the assign-
ee and Applicant of the instant Application.
[0004] While finger-foil seals provide the above-de-
scribed advantages as compared to finger seals, laby-
rinth seals, and other conventionally-known shaft seals,
further improvements in finger-foil seals are still desired.
Embodiments of improved finger-foil seals having in-
creased pressure load capabilities are provided herein,
as are embodiments of gas turbine engines including im-
proved finger-foil seals. Other desirable features and
characteristics of embodiments of the present invention
will become apparent from the subsequent Detailed De-
scription and the appended Claims, taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings and the foregoing Back-
ground.

BRIEF SUMMARY

[0005] Embodiments of a finger-foil seal are provided.
In one embodiment, the finger-foil seal includes an aer-
odynamic foil having a generally annular body through
which a first opening is formed. A finger seal retention
structure is disposed around the aerodynamic foil. A fin-
ger seal backing spring is coupled to the finger seal re-
tention structure and extends radially inward therefrom
to contact an outer circumference of the aerodynamic
foil. A first anti-rotation pin extends radially from the finger
seal retention structure and into the first opening formed
in the aerodynamic foil to inhibit rotation of the aerody-
namic foil during operation of the finger-foil seal.
[0006] In a further embodiment, the finger-foil seal in-
cludes an aerodynamic foil having a generally annular
body through which a first opening is formed. A finger
seal retention structure is disposed around the aerody-
namic foil. A finger seal backing spring is coupled to the
finger seal retention structure and extends radially inward
therefrom to contact an outer circumference of the aer-
odynamic foil. The finger seal backing spring includes at
least one laminate having a predetermined radial stiff-
ness profile that varies as taken around the inner circum-
ference of the laminate.
[0007] In a still further embodiment, the finger-foil seal
includes an aerodynamic foil having a generally annular
body through which a first opening is formed. A finger
seal retention structure is disposed around the aerody-
namic foil. A finger seal backing spring is coupled to the
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finger seal retention structure and extends radially inward
therefrom to contact an outer circumference of the aer-
odynamic foil. The finger seal backing spring is com-
prised of a plurality of laminates and has a predetermined
radial stiffness profile that varies as taken axially through
the finger seal backing spring from laminate to laminate.
[0008] Embodiments of a gas turbine engine are fur-
ther provided. In one embodiment, the gas turbine engine
includes an engine housing containing a high pressure
zone and a low pressure zone during operation of the
gas turbine engine. A shaft is rotatably mounted in the
engine housing and extends from the low pressure zone
to the high pressure zone. The gas turbine engine further
contains a finger-foil seal, which includes an aerodynam-
ic foil disposed around the shaft and having a generally
annular body through which a first opening is formed. A
finger seal retention structure is disposed around the aer-
odynamic foil. A finger seal backing spring is coupled to
the finger seal retention structure and extends radially
inward therefrom to contact an outer circumference of
the aerodynamic foil. A first anti-rotation pin extends ra-
dially from the finger seal retention structure and into the
first opening formed in the aerodynamic foil to inhibit ro-
tation of the aerodynamic foil during operation of the fin-
ger-foil seal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0009] At least one example of the present invention
will hereinafter be described in conjunction with the fol-
lowing figures, wherein like numerals denote like ele-
ments, and:

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustrating an exemplary gas
turbine engine (partially shown) including a low pres-
sure compressor section, a high pressure compres-
sor section, a combustor section, and a turbine sec-
tion;

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of an upper portion
of a finger-foil seal that may be employed within the
gas turbine engine shown in FIG. 1, as depicted prior
to high speed rotation of the shaft and seal lift-off
and as illustrated in accordance with a first exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the finger-foil seal
shown in FIG. 2, as taken along line 3-3 in FIG. 2
and illustrating an exemplary disk-shaped laminate
that may be included in the finger seal backing
spring;

FIG. 4 is an isometric view of the aerodynamic foil
included within the finger-foil seal shown in FIGs. 2
and 3;

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional view of the upper portion
of the finger-foil seal shown in FIG. 2, as illustrated

during high speed rotation of the shaft and seal lift-
off;

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of an upper portion
of a finger-foil seal that may be employed within the
gas turbine engine shown in FIG. 1, as depicted prior
to high speed rotation of the shaft and seal lift-off
and as illustrated in accordance with a second ex-
emplary embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional view of the finger-foil seal
shown in FIG. 6, as taken along line 7-7 in FIG. 6,
illustrating one manner in which a plurality of anti-
rotation pins may extend radially into a number of
circumferentially-spaced openings in the aerody-
namic foil to retain the foil in an axial direction;

FIG. 8 illustrates the upper half of a laminate having
a variable radial stiffness, as taken about the inner
circumference of the laminate, which may be includ-
ed in the finger seal backing spring shown in FIGs.
1-5 or in the finger-foil backing spring shown in FIGs.
6 and 7 to bring about further improvements in pres-
sure load capabilities of the finger-foil seal;

FIG. 9 is a graph illustrating one possible manner in
which the respective radial stiffnesses of a sequen-
tial grouping of fingers included within laminate
shown in FIG. 8 may vary in accordance with a pre-
determined radial stiffness profile to bring about fur-
ther improvements in pressure load capacity of the
finger-foil seal; and

FIG. 10 is a graph illustrating one possible manner
in which the radial stiffness profile of a finger seal
backing spring, such as the backing spring shown in
FIGs. 1-5 or the backing spring shown in FIGs. 6 and
7, may vary in an axial direction (from laminate-to-
laminate) to bring about still further improvements in
pressure load capacity.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0010] The following Detailed Description is merely ex-
emplary in nature and is not intended to limit the invention
or the application and uses of the invention. Furthermore,
there is no intention to be bound by any theory presented
in the preceding Background or the following Detailed
Description.
[0011] The term "finger-foil seal," as appearing herein,
refers to an annular shaft seal including an aerodynamic
foil, which is supported by a finger seal backing spring
of the type described below; which extends around a
shaft (e.g., the shaft of a gas turbine engine) in a close
tolerance fit when the shaft is in a cold, static condition
or rotating at a relatively low rate of speed; and which
expands radially outward (grow in inner diameter) in re-
sponse to aerodynamic forces generated during high
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speed rotation of the shaft. Furthermore, the term "finger
seal backing spring" encompasses any structure having
elongated, resilient members exerting a spring force on
the outer circumferential surface of an aerodynamic foil.
The term "finger seal backing spring" may thus refer to
a structure produced from a number of laminates into
which spiral-shaped beams or fingers are cut or other-
wise formed, as described below; as well as to an annular
brush seal or similar resilient device, which is disposed
around an aerodynamic foil and exerts an inward radial
bias force thereon.
[0012] Embodiments of an improved finger-foil seal are
described herein. Embodiments of the finger-foil seal
may be improved over other known finger-foil seals, such
as those described in the co-pending patent application
referenced in the foregoing section entitled "BACK-
GROUND," in a number of different respects, which fa-
vorably increase the overall pressure load capacity of the
finger-foil seal. For example, in at least some embodi-
ments, the finger-foil seal may include an improved foil
retention structure, which maintains the aerodynamic foil
in a desired position or range of positions, while minimiz-
ing the transmission of bending forces to the foil. In so
doing, the foil retention structure prevents or at least re-
duces the distortion of the foil that may otherwise occur
during seal operation to increase the pressure load ca-
pacity of the finger-foil seal. Additionally or alternatively,
embodiments of the finger-foil seal may include a finger
seal backing spring having a radial stiffnesses profile that
varies circumferentially and/or in an axial direction (e.g.,
from laminate to laminate when the backing spring com-
prises a multi-laminate stack) to bring about still further
enhancements in the sealing capacity of the seal. Em-
bodiments of the finger-foil seal can be employed in any
application wherein it is desired to provide a high integrity
annular seal around a rotating shaft. This notwithstand-
ing, the below-described embodiments of the finger-foil
seal are particularly useful for deployment within a gas
turbine engine and will consequently be described below
primarily as such.
[0013] FIG. 1 is a generalized schematic of a portion
of a gas turbine engine (GTE) 18 including a low pressure
compressor section 20, a high pressure compressor sec-
tion 22, a combustor section 24, and a turbine section
26. In this particular example, low pressure compressor
section 20 includes a plurality of axial compressor stages
30-33, which each include an axial compressor mounted
to a low pressure ("LP") shaft 34. High pressure com-
pressor section 22 is positioned immediately down-
stream of low pressure compressor section 20 and in-
cludes a single centrifugal compressor or impeller 36.
Centrifugal impeller 36 is mounted to a high pressure
("HP") shaft 38, which is co-axial with LP shaft 34 and
through which LP shaft 34 extends. A shroud 40 encloses
impeller 36 to guide airflow exhausted by impeller 36 into
combustor section 24. Combustor section 24 includes at
least one combustor 42 having an outlet nozzle, which
directs combustive gas flow into turbine section 26. More

specifically, the outlet nozzle of combustor 42 directs
combustive gas flow from combustor section 24, through
a high pressure turbine 44 mounted to HP shaft 38, and
subsequently through a series of low pressure turbines
46 mounted to LP shaft 34. Although not illustrated in
FIG. 1 for clarity, GTE 18 further includes additional sec-
tions, such as an intake section (e.g., a fan module) up-
stream of compressor section 20 and an exhaust section
downstream of turbine section 26.
[0014] During GTE operation, the axial compressors
within compressor stages 30-33 rotate in conjunction with
LP shaft 34 to compress airflow received from the intake
section of GTE 18. The compressed airflow is supplied
to high pressure compressor section 22 and further com-
pressed by impeller 36, which rotates in conjunction with
HP shaft 38. The hot, compressed airflow is then directed
into combustion chamber 42, mixed with fuel, and ignited.
The air heats rapidly, expands, and flows from combus-
tion chamber 42 and into the inlet of high pressure turbine
44. The combustive gas flow drives the rotation of turbine
44 and, therefore, the rotation of HP shaft 38 and impeller
36. After being exhausted from high pressure turbine 44,
the combustive gases flow through low pressure turbines
46 to drive the rotation of turbines 46 and, therefore, the
rotation of LP shaft 34 and the axial compressors within
compressor stages 30-33. The power output of GTE 18
may be utilized in a variety of different manners, depend-
ing upon whether GTE 18 assumes the form of a turbofan,
turboprop, turboshaft, turbojet engine, or an auxiliary
power unit, to list but a few examples.
[0015] Considerable energy is expended to compress
the intake air within compressor sections 20 and 22 be-
fore the compressed air is supplied to combustion section
24 for fuel injection and combustion. The air pressure at
the outlet end or exducer end of impeller 36 will typically
be higher than the pressure within the adjoining cavity
48 in which HP turbine 44 is rotatably mounted. To opti-
mize engine performance, it is desirable to minimize leak-
age of pressurized airflow from the outlet of impeller 36
directly into high pressure turbine cavity 48. For this rea-
son, an air-to-air shaft seal 50 may be positioned around
HP shaft 38 between impeller 36 and HP turbine 44 and
affixed to an internal mounting structure 52 provided with-
in GTE 18, as generically illustrated in FIG. 1. While lab-
yrinth seals, conventional contacting-type finger seals,
and other types of seals are known that are generally
suitable for usage as air-to-air shaft seal 50, the integrity
of such conventionally-known seals tend to degrade over
time due to continuous or intermittent contact between
spinning and stationary components. Thus, in accord-
ance with embodiments of the present invention, air-to-
air shaft seal 50 assumes the form of a finger-foil seal,
which not only provides excellent sealing properties sim-
ilar to those achieved by conventional contacting-type
finger seals, but which also lifts-off from or further sepa-
rates from the shaft during high speed rotation to reduce
seal wear and preserve seal integrity over the operational
lifespan of GTE 18. Exemplary embodiments of such fin-
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ger-foil seals suitable for usage as air-to-air shaft seal 50
are described more fully below in conjunction with FIGs.
2-9.
[0016] Before embarking on a description of exemplary
embodiments of the finger-foil seal, it should be noted
that the placement of air-to-air shaft seal 50 shown in
FIG. 1 is provided by way of example only and that em-
bodiments of the finger-foil seal described herein can be
positioned at any location within a gas turbine engine (or
other rotating machine) wherein it is desired to prevent
leakage of pressurized air (or other fluid) by forming an
annular seal around a spinning shaft. For example, in
further embodiments, the finger-foil seal may be posi-
tioned around the high pressure turbine cooling system
(not shown in FIG. 1) to prevent leakage of the core air-
flow (e.g., the combustive gasses exhausted from com-
bustion chamber 42) into the cooling flow passages con-
ducting secondary airflow. It should also be readily ap-
preciated that GTE 18 is provided by way of example
only and that embodiments of finger-foil seal can be uti-
lized within numerous other types of gas turbine engine
platforms, as well as within various other types of rotating
machines including, but not limited to, other types of tur-
bomachines. A non-exhaustive list of other rotating ma-
chines in which embodiments of the finger-foil seal may
be employed includes air cycle machines, turbocompres-
sors, turbogenerators, turboalternators, motor-driven
compressors, and shaft driven compressors, to list but a
few examples. Embodiments of the finger-foil seal de-
scribed herein may also be utilized to fluidly isolate high
and low pressure zones containing fluids other than pres-
surized air; e.g., in certain instances, embodiments of
the finger-foil seal may be employed as an air-to-oil seal.
[0017] FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of an upper por-
tion of a finger-foil seal 60 positioned around a shaft and
runner 62 (referred to herein collectively as "shaft 62"),
as illustrated in accordance with an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention. While only upper portions
of seal 60 and shaft 62 are shown in FIG. 2 for clarity, it
will be appreciated that finger-foil seal 60 and shaft 62
are generally axisymmetric about the rotational axis of
shaft 62. Shaft 62 extends between a low pressure zone
64 and a neighboring high pressure zone 66, which are
separated or partitioned by finger-foil seal 60. As appear-
ing herein, the term "low pressure zone" is utilized in a
relative sense to denote a cavity or area containing a
fluid at a pressure lower than the fluid within a neighboring
cavity or area during operation of a gas turbine engine
or other rotating machine. Conversely, the term "high
pressure zone" denotes a cavity or other area containing
a fluid pressure higher than that contained within a neigh-
boring cavity or area during engine operation. As indicat-
ed above, finger-foil seal 60 is advantageously employed
as air-to-air shaft seal 50 within GTE 18 shown in FIG.
1. In this case, shaft 62 may be analogous to shaft 38
(FIG. 1); the engine cavity in which impeller 36 is rotatably
mounted may encompass or otherwise be included within
high pressure zone 66; and the engine cavity in which

turbine cavity 48 is rotatably mounted may encompass
or otherwise be included within low pressure zone 64.
[0018] Finger-foil seal 60 includes a finger seal reten-
tion structure 68, an annular finger seal backing spring
70, and an aerodynamic foil 72. Finger seal backing
spring 70 extends around the outer circumference of
shaft 62 at a location between low pressure zone 64 and
high pressure zone 66. Aerodynamic foil 72 likewise ex-
tends around the outer circumference of shaft 62, and a
portion of foil 72 is positioned within a central opening 73
provided in backing spring 70. Finger seal retention struc-
ture 68 maintains finger seal backing spring 70 and aer-
odynamic foil 72 in their desired positions around shaft
62, while permitting the outward radial expansion of aer-
odynamic foil 72 and the corresponding radial deflection
of backing spring 70, as described more fully below. Fin-
ger seal retention structure 68 may include any number
of structural components suitable for performing this
function. In the illustrated example, finger seal retention
structure 68 includes a Low Pressure ("LP") cover plate
76 and an opposing High Pressure ("HP") cover plate 78,
which are positioned against opposing sides of finger
seal backing spring 70. Specifically, LP cover plate 76 is
positioned over and covers at least a portion of the face
of backing spring 70 exposed to the fluid within low pres-
sure zone 64 (also referred to herein as the "low pressure
face" of backing spring 70), while HP cover plate 78 is
positioned over and covers at least a portion the face of
backing spring 70 exposed to the fluid within high pres-
sure zone 66 (referred to herein as the "high pressure
face" of backing spring 70).
[0019] LP cover plate 76 may be fabricated to include
a relatively large, outer cylindrical extension 79, which
extends from the body of cover plate 76 toward high pres-
sure zone 66. As indicated in FIG. 2, finger seal backing
spring 70 and HP cover plate 78 may seat within cylin-
drical extension 79 when finger-foil seal 60 is fully as-
sembled. Additionally, at the high pressure side of finger-
foil seal 60, cylindrical extension 79 may pilot with an
annular ledge 81 projecting from a neighboring structural
component 83 included within the static engine infra-
structure of GTE 18 (FIG. 1). In a similar regard, LP cover
plate 76 may be produced to include an annular ledge or
neck 85, which pilots to a second structure 87 located
adjacent the low pressure side of finger-foil seal 60 and
further included within the static infrastructure of GTE 18
(FIG. 1). The foregoing notwithstanding, the particular
manner in which finger-foil seal 60 is assembled and in-
stalled within GTE 18 (another rotating machine) will in-
evitably vary amongst embodiments.
[0020] Finger seal backing spring 70 is conveniently,
although not necessarily, fabricated from a stack of disc-
shaped laminates 80; e.g., backing spring 70 may be
comprised of two to six laminates 80, which may be
clamped together utilizing, for example, a plurality of riv-
ets, bolts, or other such fasteners (not shown). In other
embodiments, backing spring 70 may be produced to
include an even greater number of laminates. FIG. 3 is
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a cross-sectional view of finger-foil seal 60 (as taken
along line 3-3 in FIG. 2) illustrating the frontside of one
laminate 80, which may be included within finger seal
backing spring 70 and which may be generally represent-
ative of all laminates 80 included within backing spring
70. As can be seen in FIG. 3, the illustrated laminate 80
assumes the form of a relatively thin, annular disc having
a central opening in which foil 72 is positioned and
through which shaft 62 extends. Laminate 80 further in-
cludes an outer circumferential flange portion 82 in which
a plurality of circumferentially-spaced openings or notch-
es 86 has been formed. When backing spring 70 is prop-
erly positioned with respect to LP cover plate 76, or notch-
es 86 align with corresponding openings 90 provided in
the inner circumferential face of cover plate 76 (one of
which is shown in FIG. 2). An axially-extending locating
pin 88 may be inserted into each aligning pair of notches
86 and openings 90 to secure finger seal backing spring
70 in its desired position. Furthermore, when affixed over
the high pressure face of backing spring 70, HP cover
plate 78 may obstruct the back-driving of locating pins
88 in the presence of high vibratory forces, such as those
produced during operation of gas turbine engine 18 (FIG.
1).
[0021] With continued reference to the exemplary em-
bodiment shown in FIGs. 2 and 3, and as shown most
clearly in FIG. 3, a series of slits is laser cut into or oth-
erwise formed within an inner circumferential portion 84
of each laminate 80 to define a plurality of elongated re-
silient beams or fingers 92 (six of which are labeled in
FIG. 3). Fingers 92 extend radially inward from outer
flange portion 82 and follow a generally spiral-shaped
path, which twists about the centerline of finger-foil seal
60 (corresponding to the rotational axis of shaft 62). Fin-
gers 92 may be fabricated to include slightly enlarged
inner terminal ends or pads, which collectively present a
relatively smooth, continuous inner circumferential sur-
face for contact with aerodynamic foil 72 to facilitate slid-
ing movement between fingers 92 and foil 72, as de-
scribed below. Laminates 80 are produced from a resil-
ient material such that fingers 92 serve as elongated
spring members, which collectively exert a bias force on
foil 72 urging foil 72 radially inward toward the non-ex-
panded state shown in FIG. 2. In gas turbine engine and
other high temperature applications, laminates 80 may
be produced from cobalt-based superalloys (e.g., HAY-
NES 25®), nickel-based superalloys (e.g., INCONEL
718®), and other high temperature superalloys. When
finger-foil seal 60 is instead utilized within a low to mod-
erate temperature application, laminates 80 may be pro-
duced from stainless steel, a polymer, or a composite
material. The foregoing notwithstanding, the particular
material or materials from which laminates 80 are pro-
duced will inevitably vary amongst different embodi-
ments.
[0022] Aerodynamic foil 72 includes a relatively thin,
flexible, annular foil body 94, which is disposed around
shaft 62 and which is generally conformal with the outer

contour of shaft 62. While extending around or essentially
circumscribing an outer circumference of shaft 62, annu-
lar foil body 94 does not form a complete loop or a con-
tinuous ring around shaft 62. Instead, as shown most
clearly in FIG. 4 (an isometric view of foil 72), aerody-
namic foil 72 has a split design such that a relatively nar-
row circumferential gap 96 separates opposing longitu-
dinal edges of annular foil body 94. Gap 96 allows aer-
odynamic foil 72 to expand radially outward and thus
grow in inner diameter during foil lift-off, as described
more fully below. Aerodynamic foil 72 may be manufac-
tured as a flexible strip or sheet of material, which is rolled
into a cylinder having an inner diameter substantially
equivalent with the outer diameter of shaft 62. During
such a manufacturing process, a sheet of material may
be cut into desired dimensions and then rolled into the
desired cylindrical shape. The sheet of material from
which aerodynamic foil 72 is produced may include one
or more layers; e.g., a substrate and a solid-film lubricant
layer, which formed over the inner face of the substrate
to minimize friction with the outer surface of shaft 62.
Suitable materials include those utilized in the production
of foil bearings, such as nickel-based superalloys in the
case of high temperature applications and stainless steel
in the case of low temperature applications. Foil 72 may
be fabricated from various other materials in still further
embodiments of finger-foil seal 60.
[0023] Finger-foil seal 60 further includes at least one
feature, such as one or more anti-rotation pins, that pre-
vent or at least inhibit rotation of aerodynamic foil 72
about the rotational axis of shaft 62. In the illustrated ex-
ample, finger-foil seal 60 include three such anti-rotation
pins 98, which are angularly distributed around foil 72
and which extend through a number of circumferentially-
spaced openings 100 provided in foil 72 (shown in FIG.
4). As indicated in FIG. 2, each anti-rotation pin 98 ex-
tends essentially in a radial direction (that is, such that
the longitudinal axis of the pin is substantially perpendic-
ular to the rotational axis of shaft 62 and the longitudinal
axis of seal 60) through its corresponding opening 100
provided in foil 72. The outer terminal ends of pins 98 are
affixed to retention structure 68; e.g., the outer terminal
end of each pin 98 may be inserted into a bores 99 drilled
into or otherwise formed within the inner circumferential
face of LP cover plate 76. Anti-rotation pins 98 extend
across an annular or circumferential clearance 101 pro-
vided between the inner circumferential face of LP cover
plate 76 and the outer circumference aerodynamic foil
72 when in the non-expanded state shown in FIGs. 2 and
3. Thus, as pins 98 are affixed to retention structure 68,
and as openings 100 are sized to be slightly larger than
pins 98, anti-rotation pins 98 generally prevent rotation
of foil 72 during operation of finger-foil seal 60. The shape
of openings 100 will vary in conjunction with the cross-
sectional shapes of pins 98, which are by no means lim-
ited to a particular geometry, but are conveniently select-
ed to have a circular, ovular, or polygonal (e.g., rectan-
gular) cross-sectional geometry.
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[0024] Finger-foil seal 60 is further produced to include
at least one axial retention feature, which prevents axial
dislodgement or "blow through" of aerodynamic foil 72 in
the presence of the significant pressure gradients that
may develop across seal 60. In the exemplary embodi-
ment illustrated in FIGs. 2-4, this axial retention feature
is provided in the form of an inner circumferential ledge
or annular shoulder 102, which extends radially inward
from LP cover plate 76 proximate anti-rotation pins 98.
As shown in FIG. 2, the low pressure edge of aerody-
namic foil 72 abuts shoulder 102 to physically obstruct
dislodgement of foil 72 in an axial direction due to the
pressure differential between high pressure area 66 and
low pressure area 64. Shoulder 102 may comprise a gen-
eral cylindrical or ring-shaped projection having a radial
height equal to or greater than the radial dimension of
annular clearance 101 so as to allow aerodynamic foil
72 to slide radially outward along the inner face of shoul-
der 102 during foil lift-off, as described more fully below
in conjunction with FIG. 5. Due to its inherent resiliency,
finger seal backing spring 70 exerts a circumferential
preload on aerodynamic foil 72 to bias aerodynamic foil
72 toward shaft 62. As a result of this bias and the di-
mensions of foil 72, aerodynamic foil 72 extends around
the outer circumference of shaft 62 in a close tolerance
fit when shaft 62 is stationary or rotating at a relatively
low rate of speed. In the illustrated embodiment, aerody-
namic foil 72 circumferentially contacts or engages the
outer surface of shaft 62 when shaft 62 is in a cold, static
condition. When the rotational speed of shaft 62 surpass-
es a predetermined threshold, fingers 92 of finger seal
backing spring 70 deflect outward in radial directions to
accommodate the circumferential expansion of aerody-
namic foil 72.
[0025] FIG. 5 illustrates finger-foil seal 60 during high
speed rotation of shaft 62 (represented by arrows 104)
and seal lift-off. As can be seen in FIG. 5, aerodynamic
foil 72 has lifted from the outer circumferential surface of
shaft 62 in response to aerodynamic pressure generated
by rotation of shaft 62, which draws airflow into a moving
convergent wedge formed by shaft 62 and aerodynamic
foil 72. Aerodynamic foil 72 deflects in a radially outward
direction and circumferentially expands in response to
aerodynamic pressure generated during high speed ro-
tation of shaft 62. A small annular gap or clearance 106
(FIG. 5) is thus created between shaft 62 and aerody-
namic foil 72 (or, in embodiments wherein foil 72 does
not contact the outer surface of shaft 62 when stationary
or slowly rotating, the radial width annular gap of the an-
nular gap between shaft 62 and foil 72 increases during
seal lift-off). As further indicated in FIG. 5 by arrow 108,
annular clearance 106 allows a low, controlled leakage
across finger-foil seal 60. Radially-resilient fingers 92 de-
flect in a radial direction to accommodate circumferential
expansion of aerodynamic foil 72 and seal lift-off. Contact
between aerodynamic foil 72 and shaft 62 is thus avoided
during high speed rotation of shaft 62. Notably, radially-
extending anti-rotation pins 98 and inner annular shoul-

der 102 of LP cover plate 76 permit outward radial ex-
pansion of aerodynamic foil 72 in this manner without
imparting undesired bending forces to foil 72. Twisting
or other distortion of foil 72 is thus prevented or at least
significantly reduced, and the pressure load capacity of
finger-foil seal 60 is increased as a result.
[0026] Finger seal backing spring 70 further deflects,
as needed, to accommodate radial displacement of aer-
odynamic foil 72, which follows shaft 62 during radial dis-
placement thereof. Finger seal backing spring 70 creates
an annular seal around shaft 62, which moves radially in
conjunction with displacement of shaft 62, to minimize
the leakage of pressurized fluid from high pressure cavity
66 into low pressure cavity 64. Finger seal backing spring
70 provides an effective seal impeding pressurized air-
flow across seal 60 due to the close-contacting design
of fingers 92; that is, the slits defining fingers 92 are rel-
atively narrow. In addition, each laminate 80 may be
slightly rotated or angularly staggered with respect to its
neighboring laminate or laminates 80 about the longitu-
dinal axis of finger-foil seal 60 (e.g., clocked by one finger)
such that the slits defining fingers 92 do not align to further
discourage pressurized airflow through finger seal back-
ing spring 70.
[0027] Finger-foil seal 60 may include various addition-
al structure features and components beyond those de-
scribed above; e.g., in at least some embodiments, fin-
ger-foil seal 60 may be produced to further include a pres-
sure balance circuit. In this regard, finger-foil seal 60 may
include a pressure balance circuit having an inlet flow
passage 112 and a pressure balance cavity 114 (FIGs.
2 and 5). Flow passage 112 and pressure balance cavity
114 may be fluidly coupled by way of one or more addi-
tional, non-illustrated flow passages, which may be
formed through finger seal backing spring 70 and/or an
outer peripheral portion of finger seal backing spring 70.
Such a pressure balance circuit allows pressurized air-
flow entering inlet flow passage 112 to flow into pressure
balance cavity 114 during engine operation. This de-
creases the pressure differential across finger seal back-
ing spring 70 to minimize unwanted distortion of backing
spring 70. Additionally, pressure balance cavity 114 may
include an inner dam 116, which contacts an inner portion
of finger seal backing spring 70 to reduce leakage from
cavity 114 and minimize the radial load placed on aero-
dynamic foil 72. Further description of pressure balance
circuits suitable for inclusion within finger-foil seal 60 can
be found in the co-pending U.S. patent application refer-
enced in the foregoing section entitled "BACKGROUND."
[0028] There has thus been provided an exemplary
embodiment of a finger-foil seal having an improved foil
retention structure, which maintains the aerodynamic foil
in a desired range of positions, while minimizing the trans-
mission of bending forces transmitted to the aerodynamic
foil to reduce foil distortion and the pressure load capa-
bilities of the seal. As described above, the finger-foil seal
may include at least one anti-rotation pin, which extends
radially from the finger seal retention structure into an
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opening or aperture providing in the annular body of the
aerodynamic foil to prevent or at least deter rotation of
the foil during seal operation. The finger seal retention
structure also includes at least one axial retention mem-
ber, which prevents axial dislodgement or blow-through
of the finger-foil seal due to the large pressure gradients
that develop across the seal during pressure loading
thereof. In the above-described exemplary embodiment,
the axial retention member assumed the form of an an-
nular lip or shoulder extending radially inward from the
low pressure cover plate and abutted by an edge of the
foil. However, in further embodiments, the axial retention
member may assume other forms; and, in certain in-
stances, the anti-rotation pin or pins may also serve to
axially retain the aerodynamic foil. An example of such
a finger-foil seal wherein the foil is axially retained by one
or more anti-rotation pins provided on the high pressure
side of the finger-foil seal is described below in conjunc-
tion with FIGs. 6 and 7.
[0029] FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of a finger-foil
seal 120 (partially shown), as illustrated in accordance
with a further exemplary embodiment of the present in
invention. Finger-foil seal 120 is disposed around a shaft
122, which extends between low and high pressure cav-
ities 124 and 126, respectively. In many respects, finger-
foil seal 120 is similar to finger-foil seal 60 described
above in conjunction with FIGs. 2-5. For example, finger-
foil seal 120 includes a finger seal backing spring 130
produced from a number (e.g., six) laminates 134, which
are joined together in a stacked configuration. Laminates
134 may each be essentially identical to laminate 80 de-
scribed above in conjunction with FIG. 3 with the following
exception: neighboring pairs of laminates 134 may be
imparted with disparate thicknesses to impart finger seal
backing spring 130 with a predetermined radial stiffness
profile that varies when moving axially through spring
130 from laminate to laminate, as described more fully
below in conjunction with FIG. 10. An aerodynamic foil
128 is positioned around the inner circumference of finger
seal backing spring 130 and around the outer circumfer-
ence of shaft 122. A finger seal retaining structure 132
secures backing spring 130 and foil 128 in their desired
positions. As was the case previously, retaining structure
132 includes a low pressure cover plate 136 and a high
pressure cover plate 138, which are positioned over op-
posing faces of finger seal backing spring 130.
[0030] As opposed to finger-foil seal 60 described
above in conjunction with FIGs. 2-5, finger-foil seal 120
further includes a plurality of anti-rotation pins 140, which
are affixed to and extend radially inward from high pres-
sure cover plate 138. More specifically, and as shown
most clearly in FIG. 7 (a cross-sectional view of finger-
foil seal 120 taken along line 7-7 in FIG. 6), anti-rotation
pins 140 extend radially from a tubular extension 142
projecting axially from high pressure cover plate 138. A
number of openings 139 may be formed through tubular
extension 142 to allow airflow to the high pressure face
of backing spring 130. As indicated in FIGs. 6 and 7, anti-

rotation pins 140 extend radially from extension 142 into
a plurality of circumferentially-spaced openings proved
in foil 128. As a result of this structural configuration, anti-
rotation pins 140 not only inhibit rotation of foil 128, but
also further serve to axially retain foil 128 to prevent blow-
through of foil 128 during operation of seal 120. Anti-
rotations pins 140 may have any shape and dimensions
suitable for performing this function, but preferably have
generally square or rectangular planform shapes.
[0031] Still further improvements in the pressure load
capacity of the finger-foil seal can be achieved by impart-
ing the finger seal backing spring with a variable radial
stiffness, as taken about the inner circumference of the
backing spring and/or as taken axially through backing
spring (e.g., from laminate to laminate). In preferred em-
bodiments wherein the finger seal backing spring is pro-
duced from a stack of laminates each having an annular
array of resilient fingers, each finger may be imparted
with a predetermined stiffness by adjusting the finger
width, thickness, and/or length. As a more specific ex-
ample, the respective stiffnesses of the fingers included
within a given laminate may be controlled by varying the
lengths of spiral-shaped slits formed in the inner periph-
eral portion of the laminate defining the fingers. Further
illustrating this point, FIG. 8 is a front view of a laminate
150 having an inner peripheral portion 152 in which a
number of slits have been cut to define an annular array
of resilient fingers 154 (three of which are labeled in FIG.
8). As can be seen, certain slits encroach further into
outer peripheral portion 156 of laminate 150 than do other
slits to impart fingers 154 with varying lengths and, there-
fore, disparate stiffnesses, as taken in a radially outward
direct. Resilient fingers 154 may be divided into a number
of neighboring groupings each containing a subset of fin-
gers 154. One such grouping is identified in FIG. 8 by
reference numeral "158" and encompasses seven ad-
jacent fingers. In further embodiments, the groupings
may include fewer or a greater number of fingers. Lam-
inate 150 may be fabricated such that each grouping 158
has a radial finger stiffness that varies in accordance with
a predetermined stiffness profile, as taken about the inner
circumference of laminate 150 moving from the first or
furthest upstream finger in the grouping (identified in FIG.
8 as finger "F1") to the last or furthest downstream finger
in the grouping (identified as finger "F7").
[0032] The particular manner in which the radial stiff-
ness profile of laminate 150 (and, more generally, the
backing spring in which laminate 150 is included) is var-
ied, as taken about the inner circumference of laminate
150, can be tailored to suit a particular application and
will inevitably vary amongst different embodiments. In
general, it is desirable to impart laminate 150 with a cir-
cumferentially-varied radial stiffness profile that is opti-
mized to create number of convergent wedges between
the foil (as supported by the backing spring) and the outer
circumference of the shaft around within the finger-foil
seal is disposed during pressure loading of the seal. By
creating such convergent wedge geometries, the fluid
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film pressure can be increased and the pressure loading
capabilities of the seal can be enhanced. The radial stiff-
nesses of the fingers making-up each grouping 158 may
specifically be chosen to create such a convergent
wedge geometry radially inward the grouping 158 (be-
tween the portion of foil contacted by the grouping the
shaft) during seal pressure loading. An example of one
possible manner in which the stiffness profile of finger
grouping 158 (and the other fingers groupings included
within laminate 150) may be varied to promote the for-
mation of such a convergent wedge is described more
fully below in conjunction with FIG. 9.
[0033] FIG. 9 illustrates one manner in which the radial
stiffness profile of grouping 158 may be varied, as taken
about the inner circumference of laminate 150, to pro-
mote the formation of a convergent wedge during pres-
suring loading of the finger-foil seal. As indicated in FIG.
9, laminate 150 may be fabricated such that the first finger
(F1) in grouping 158 has a predetermined minimum radial
stiffness, the second finger (F2) has an intermediate ra-
dial stiffness, the third finger (F3) has a predetermined
maximum radial stiffness. The respective stiffnesses of
the latter fingers (fingers F4-F7 in FIGs. 8 and 9) may
gradually taper-off after finger F3 until again returning to
the minimum stiffness at the final finger (F7). By imparting
the first and last fingers (F1 and F7, respectively) within
grouping 158 with a relatively low stiffnesses, and an
intermediate finger (e.g., finger F3) with a relatively high
stiffness in this manner, laminate 150 may be imparted
with a circumferentially-varied radial stiffness profile pro-
moting the formation of a convergent wedge during seal
pressure loading to improve the overall performance of
a finger-foil seal, as previously described. Laminate 150
can thus advantageously be utilized in place of one or all
of laminates 80 of backing spring 70 shown in FIGs. 2,
4, and 5 to increase the pressure load capacity of finger-
foil seal 60; and in place of or all of laminates 134 of
backing spring 130 shown in FIG. 6 to increase the pres-
sure load capacity of finger-foil seal 120.
[0034] The pressure load capacity of the finger-foil seal
can also be increased by imparting the finger seal back-
ing spring with a radial finger stiffness that varies in an
axial direction; that is, as taken through the backing
spring along a line parallel to the longitudinal axis of the
finger-foil seal. In embodiments wherein the finger seal
backing spring is produced from a number of stacked
laminates, this can be achieved by varying the stiffness
of the axially-aligned or overlapping fingers contained
within different laminates. As was the case previously,
the stiffness of the backing spring is preferably optimized
to create a convergent wedge geometry to maximize the
fluid film pressure occurring during seal operation. FIG.
10 is a graph of radial stiffness (vertical axis) versus lam-
inate number (horizontal axis) illustrating a predeter-
mined stiffness profile of an exemplary backing spring,
such as finger seal backing spring 130 shown in FIG. 6.
In this example, the backing spring includes six laminates
numbered as "L1" (the first or furthest upstream laminate

adjacent the high pressure side of backing spring 130)
to "L6" (the sixth or further downstream laminate adjacent
the low pressure side of spring 130). As graphically indi-
cated in FIG. 10, the radial stiffness of backing spring
130 may gradually increase in a stepwise manner when
moving axially through spring 130 in a downstream di-
rection; e.g., the first laminate (L1) may have a predeter-
mined minimum radial finger stiffness, the second lami-
nate (L2) may have an intermediate radial finger stiffness,
and the third and fourth laminates (L3 and L4, respective-
ly) may each have substantially equivalent predeter-
mined maximum radial finger stiffnesses. Conversely, af-
ter reaching the laminate or laminates imparted with the
maximum radial finger stiffness, the radial stiffness of
spring 130 may gradually decrease in a stepwise man-
ner; e.g., the fifth laminate (L5) may have a predetermined
intermediate radial finger stiffness, and the sixth and final
laminate (L6) may have a predetermined minimum finger
stiffness, which may be substantially equivalent to the
stiffness of the first laminate (L1). It has been found that
such an axially-varied radial stiffness profile allows a fa-
vorable increase in fluid film pressure to improve the over-
all pressure load capacity of the finger-foil seal.
[0035] Referring briefly once again to FIG. 6, laminates
134 may have different thicknesses to impart backing
spring 130 with a desired axially-varied radial stiffness
profile, such as the axially-varied radial stiffness profile
shown in FIG. 10. For example, as indicated in FIG. 6,
the outermost laminates 134(a) and 134(f) (correspond-
ing to laminates "L1" and "L6" in FIG. 10, respectively)
may have minimum thicknesses and, therefore, mini-
mum predetermined stiffnesses, as described above; the
innermost or middle laminates 134(c) and 134(d) (cor-
responding to laminates "L3" and "L4" in FIG. 10, respec-
tively) may have maximum thicknesses and maximum
predetermined stiffnesses; and intervening laminates
134(b) and 134(e) (corresponding to laminates "L2" and
L5" in FIG. 10, respectively) have intermediate thickness-
es and moderate stiffnesses. Additionally or alternatively,
the finger stiffness can be varied axially when moving
from laminate to laminate by varying the finger length,
finger width, and/or the material from which the different
laminates are produced. It should also be noted the stiff-
ness of a finger seal backing spring may also vary axially
in embodiments wherein the backing spring is produced
from a number of laminates, which each have circumfer-
entially-varied stiffnesses (e.g., laminate 150 shown in
FIG. 8) and which are angularly staggered or clocked
from laminate to laminate to deter leakage across the
backing spring, as previously described.
[0036] There has thus been provided embodiments of
a finger-foil seal having improved pressure load capaci-
ties. In the above-described exemplary embodiments,
the finger-foil seal includes an improved foil retention
structure, which maintains the aerodynamic foil in a de-
sired position or range of positions, while minimizing the
transmission of bending forces to the foil. Embodiments
of the finger-foil seal have also been described including

15 16 



EP 2 878 772 B1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

a finger seal backing spring having a stiffnesses that var-
ies circumferentially and/or in an axial direction (e.g.,
from laminate to laminate when the backing spring com-
prises a multi-laminate stack) to bring about still further
enhancements in the sealing capacity of the finger foil
seal. While described above primarily in the context of a
gas turbine engine, embodiments of the lift-off finger seal
can be utilized within other turbomachines and rotating
machines generally wherein it is desired to form an an-
nular seal around a rotating shaft to minimize leakage
from a high pressure zone or cavity to a low pressure
zone or cavity. Such other rotating machines include, but
are not limited to, air cycle machines, turbocompressors,
turbogenerators, turboalternators, motor-driven com-
pressors, and shaft driven compressors. Furthermore,
while described above in the context of multiple exem-
plary embodiments, it will be appreciated that the fea-
tures of the different embodiments described above can
be combined to yield still further embodiments of the fin-
ger-foil seal (e.g., backing spring 70 of finger-foil seal 60
shown in FIGs. 2-5 can include one or more laminates
having a circumferentially-varied stiffness, as discussed
above in conjunction with FIG. 8; and/or backing spring
70 may be produced to have an axially varied stiffness,
as discussed above in conjunction with FIG. 9); conse-
quently, such embodiments are not mutually exclusive
in the context of the present disclosure.
[0037] While multiple exemplary embodiments have
been presented in the foregoing Detailed Description, it
should be appreciated that a vast number of variations
exist. It should also be appreciated that the exemplary
embodiment or exemplary embodiments are only exam-
ples, and are not intended to limit the scope, applicability,
or configuration of the invention in any way. Rather, the
foregoing Detailed Description will provide those skilled
in the art with a convenient road map for implementing
an exemplary embodiment of the invention. It being un-
derstood that various changes may be made in the func-
tion and arrangement of elements described in an exem-
plary embodiment without departing from the scope of
the invention as set-forth in the appended claims.

Claims

1. A finger-foil seal (60, 120), comprising:

an aerodynamic foil (72, 128) having a generally
annular body (94) through which a first opening
(100) is formed;
a finger seal retention structure (68, 132) dis-
posed around the aerodynamic foil; and
a finger seal backing spring (70, 130) coupled
to the finger seal retention structure and extend-
ing radially inward therefrom to contact an outer
circumferential surface of the aerodynamic foil;
characterized in that the finger-foil seal further
comprises a first anti-rotation pin (98, 140) ex-

tending radially from the finger seal retention
structure and into the first opening in the aero-
dynamic foil to inhibit rotation of the aerodynam-
ic foil during operation of the finger-foil seal.

2. The finger-foil seal (60, 120) of Claim 1 wherein aer-
odynamic foil (72, 128) comprises a plurality of cir-
cumferentially-spaced openings (100) formed
through the generally annular body (94) and includ-
ing the first opening, and wherein the finger-foil seal
further comprises a plurality of anti-rotation pins (98,
140) in which the first anti-rotation pin is included,
the plurality of anti-rotation pins extending radially
from the finger seal retention structure (68, 132) and
into the plurality of circumferentially-spaced open-
ings to inhibit rotation of the aerodynamic foil during
operation of the finger-foil seal.

3. The finger-foil seal (60, 120) of Claim 1 wherein an
annular clearance (101) is provided between the fin-
ger seal retention structure (68, 132) and the aero-
dynamic foil (72, 128) when the aerodynamic foil is
in a non-expanded state, and wherein the first anti-
rotation pin (98, 140) extends through the annular
clearance and into the first opening (100).

4. The finger-foil seal (60, 120) of Claim 1 wherein the
finger seal retention structure (68, 132) comprises:

a low pressure cover plate (76, 136) positioned
over a first face of the finger seal backing spring
(70, 130); and
a high pressure cover plate (78, 138) position
over a second, opposing face of the finger seal
backing spring.

5. The finger-foil seal (60, 120) of Claim 4 wherein the
anti-rotation pin (98, 140) is affixed to and extends
radially inward from the low pressure cover plate (76,
136), and wherein the low pressure cover plate fur-
ther comprises an inner circumferential shoulder
(102) abutting an end of the aerodynamic foil (72,
128) to prevent axial dislodgement of the aerody-
namic foil during operation of the finger-foil seal.

6. The finger-foil seal (60, 120) of Claim 4 wherein the
first anti-rotation pin (98, 140) is affixed to and ex-
tends radially inward from the high pressure cover
plate (78, 138).

7. The finger-foil seal (60, 120) of Claim 1 wherein the
finger seal backing spring (70, 130) includes a first
laminate (80, 134, 150), the first laminate compris-
ing:

an outer circumferential flange portion (82, 156)
fixedly coupled to the finger seal retention struc-
ture (68, 132); and
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a plurality of radially-resilient fingers (92, 154)
extending radially inward from the outer circum-
ferential flange portion to contact the aerody-
namic foil (72, 128).

8. The finger-foil seal (60, 120) of Claim 7 wherein the
finger seal backing spring (70, 130) further compris-
es:

a second laminate (80, 134, 150) disposed ad-
jacent the first laminate (80, 134, 150) and hav-
ing a thickness greater than the first laminate;
and
a third laminate (80, 134, 150) disposed be-
tween the first and second laminates having a
thickness less than the second laminate.

9. The finger-foil seal (60, 120) of Claim 7 wherein the
radial stiffness of the plurality of radially-resilient fin-
gers (92, 154) varies in a predetermined manner, as
taken about the inner circumference of the finger seal
backing spring (70, 130).

10. The finger-foil seal (60, 120) of Claim 1 wherein fin-
ger seal backing spring (70, 130) is comprised of a
plurality of laminates (80, 134, 150), and wherein the
radial stiffness of the finger seal backing spring var-
ies in a predetermined manner when moving axially
through the finger seal backing spring from laminate
to laminate.

Patentansprüche

1. Fingerfoliendichtung (60, 120), aufweisend:

eine aerodynamische Folie (72, 128), welche ei-
nen im allgemeinen ringförmigen Körper (94)
aufweist, durch welchen eine erste Öffnung
(100) ausgebildet ist;
eine Rückhaltestruktur (68, 132) der Fingerdich-
tung, welche um die aerodynamische Folie he-
rum angeordnet ist; und
eine Stützfeder (70, 130) der Fingerdichtung,
welche an die Rückhaltestruktur der Fingerdich-
tung gekoppelt ist und sich von dort radial nach
innen erstreckt, um mit einer äußeren Umfangs-
fläche der aerodynamischen Folie in Kontakt zu
kommen;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Fingerfo-
liendichtung weiter einen ersten Drehsiche-
rungsstift (98, 140) aufweist, welcher sich radial
von der Rückhaltestruktur der Fingerdichtung
und in die erste Öffnung in der aerodynamischen
Folie hinein erstreckt, um eine Drehung der ae-
rodynamischen Folie während des Betriebs der
Fingerfoliendichtung zu verhindern.

2. Fingerfoliendichtung (60, 120) nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei die aerodynamische Folie (72, 128) eine Vielzahl
von über den Umfang beabstandete Öffnungen
(100) aufweist, welche durch den im Allgemeinen
ringförmigen Körper (94) ausgebildet ist und die ers-
te Öffnung enthält, und wobei die Fingerfoliendich-
tung weiter eine Vielzahl von Drehsicherungsstiften
(98, 140) aufweist, bei welcher der erste Drehsiche-
rungsstift enthalten ist, wobei sich die Vielzahl von
Drehsicherungsstiften radial von der Rückhalte-
struktur (68, 132) der Fingerdichtung und in die Viel-
zahl der über den Umfang beabstandeten Öffnun-
gen hinein erstreckt, um eine Drehung der aerody-
namischen Folie während des Betriebs der Finger-
foliendichtung zu verhindern.

3. Fingerfoliendichtung (60, 120) nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei ein ringförmiger Zwischenraum (101) zwischen
der Rückhaltestruktur (68, 132) der Fingerdichtung
und der aerodynamischen Folie (72, 128) vorgese-
hen ist, wenn sich die aerodynamische Folie in ei-
nem nicht ausgedehnten Zustand befindet, und wo-
bei der erste Drehsicherungsstift (98, 140) sich durch
den Zwischenraum und in die erste Öffnung (100)
hinein erstreckt.

4. Fingerfoliendichtung (60, 120) nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei die Rückhaltestruktur (68, 132) der Fingerdich-
tung aufweist:

eine Niederdruck-Abdeckplatte (76, 136), wel-
che über einer ersten Fläche der Stützfeder (70,
130) der Fingerdichtung angeordnet ist; und
eine Hochdruck-Abdeckplatte (78, 138), welche
über einer zweiten, gegenüber liegenden Flä-
che der Stützfeder der Fingerdichtung angeord-
net ist.

5. Fingerfoliendichtung (60, 120) nach Anspruch 4, wo-
bei der Drehsicherungsstift (98, 140) an der Nieder-
druck-Abdeckplatte (76, 136) angebracht ist und
sich von dieser radial nach innen erstreckt, und wo-
bei die Niederdruck-Abdeckplatte weiter eine innere,
umlaufende Schulter (102) aufweist, welche an ein
Ende der aerodynamischen Folie (72, 128) stößt,
um ein axiales Verrutschen der aerodynamischen
Folie während des Betriebs der Fingerfoliendichtung
zu verhindern.

6. Fingerfoliendichtung (60, 120) nach Anspruch 4, wo-
bei der erste Drehsicherungsstift (98, 140) an der
Hochdruck-Abdeckplatte (78, 138) angebracht ist
und sich von dieser radial erstreckt.

7. Fingerfoliendichtung (60, 120) nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei die Stützfeder (70, 130) der Fingerdichtung einen
ersten Schichtstoff (80, 134, 150) umfasst, wobei der
erste Schichtstoff aufweist:
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einen umlaufenden Flanschabschnitt (82, 156),
welcher fest an die Rückhaltestruktur (68, 132)
der Fingerdichtung gekoppelt ist; und
eine Vielzahl von radial federnden Fingern (92,
154), welche sich vom äußeren umlaufenden
Flanschabschnitt radial nach innen erstrecken,
um mit der aerodynamischen Folie (72, 128) in
Kontakt zu kommen.

8. Fingerfoliendichtung (60, 120) nach Anspruch 7, wo-
bei die Stützfeder (70, 130) der Fingerdichtung wei-
ter aufweist:

einen zweiten Schichtstoff (80, 134, 150), wel-
cher benachbart zum ersten Schichtstoff (80,
134, 150) angeordnet ist und eine Dicke auf-
weist, die größer als die Dicke des ersten
Schichtstoffs ist; und
einen dritten Schichtstoff (80, 134, 150), welcher
zwischen dem ersten und zweiten Schichtstoff
angeordnet ist und eine Dicke aufweist, die klei-
ner als die Dicke des zweiten Schichtstoffs ist.

9. Fingerfoliendichtung (60, 120) nach Anspruch 7, wo-
bei die radiale Steifheit der Vielzahl von radial fe-
dernden Fingern (92, 154) in einer vorgegebenen
Weise variiert, wenn sie um den inneren Umfang der
Stützfeder (70, 130) der Fingerdichtung genommen
wird.

10. Fingerfoliendichtung (60, 120) nach Anspruch 1, wo-
bei die Stützfeder (70, 130) der Fingerdichtung aus
einer Vielzahl von Schichtstoffen (80, 134, 150) be-
steht, und wobei die radiale Steifheit der Stützfeder
der Fingerdichtung in einer vorgegebenen Weise va-
riiert, wenn axial durch die Stützfeder der Fingerdich-
tung von Schichtstoff zu Schichtstoff gewandert
wird.

Revendications

1. Joint à doigts-feuille (60, 120), comprenant :

une feuille aérodynamique (72, 128) présentant
un corps généralement annulaire (94) au travers
duquel est ménagée une première ouverture
(100) ;
une structure de retenue (68, 132) de joint à
doigts disposée autour de la feuille
aérodynamique ; et
un ressort de soutien (70, 130) de joint à doigts
couplé à la structure de retenue de joint à doigts
et s’étendant radialement vers l’intérieur depuis
celle-ci pour venir au contact d’une surface cir-
conférentielle extérieure de la feuille
aérodynamique ;
le joint à doigts-feuille étant caractérisé en ce

qu’il comprend un premier ergot anti-rotation
(98, 140) s’étendant radialement depuis la struc-
ture de retenue de joint à doigts et pénétrant
dans la première ouverture dans la feuille aéro-
dynamique dans le but de bloquer la rotation de
la feuille aérodynamique au cours du fonction-
nement du joint à doigts-feuille.

2. Joint à doigts-feuille (60, 120) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel la feuille aérodynamique (72, 128)
comprend une pluralité d’ouvertures espacées cir-
conférentiellement (100) ménagées au travers du
corps généralement annulaire (94) et incorporant la
première ouverture, et lequel joint à doigts-feuille
comprend en outre une pluralité d’ergots anti-rota-
tion (98, 140) incorporant le premier ergot anti-rota-
tion, la pluralité d’ergots anti-rotation s’étendant ra-
dialement depuis la structure de retenue (68, 132)
de joint à doigts et pénétrant dans la pluralité d’ouver-
tures espacées circonférentiellement dans le but de
bloquer la rotation de la feuille aérodynamique au
cours du fonctionnement du joint à doigts-feuille.

3. Joint à doigts-feuille (60, 120) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel un jeu annulaire (101) est ménagé
entre la structure de retenue (68, 132) de joint à
doigts et la feuille aérodynamique (72, 128) lorsque
la feuille aérodynamique occupe un état non dilaté,
et dans lequel le premier ergot anti-rotation (98, 140)
s’étend au travers du jeu annulaire et pénètre dans
la première ouverture (100).

4. Joint à doigts-feuille (60, 120) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel la structure de retenue (68, 132) de
joint à doigts comprend :

un couvercle basse pression (76, 136) placé
par-dessus une première face du ressort de sou-
tien (70, 130) de joint à doigts ; et
un couvercle haute pression (78, 138) placé par-
dessus une deuxième face opposée du ressort
de soutien de joint à doigts.

5. Joint à doigts-feuille (60, 120) selon la revendication
4, dans lequel l’ergot anti-rotation (98, 140) est fixé
au couvercle basse pression (76, 136) et s’étend ra-
dialement vers l’intérieur depuis celui-ci, et dans le-
quel le couvercle basse pression comprend en outre
un épaulement circonférentiel intérieur (102) venant
en butée contre une extrémité de la feuille aérody-
namique (72, 128) dans le but d’empêcher le délo-
gement axial de la feuille aérodynamique au cours
du fonctionnement du joint à doigts-feuille.

6. Joint à doigts-feuille (60, 120) selon la revendication
4, dans lequel le premier ergot anti-rotation (98, 140)
est fixé au couvercle haute pression (78, 138) et
s’étend radialement vers l’intérieur depuis celui-ci.
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7. Joint à doigts-feuille (60, 120) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel le ressort de soutien (70, 130) de joint
à doigts comporte un premier stratifié (80, 134, 150),
le premier stratifié comprenant :

une partie bride circonférentielle extérieure (82,
156) couplée à demeure à la structure de rete-
nue (68, 132) de joint à doigts ; et
une pluralité de doigts radialement élastiques
(92, 154) s’étendant radialement vers l’intérieur
depuis la partie bride circonférentielle extérieure
pour venir au contact de la feuille aérodynami-
que (72, 128).

8. Joint à doigts-feuille (60, 120) selon la revendication
7, dans lequel le ressort de soutien (70, 130) de joint
à doigts comprend en outre :

un deuxième stratifié (80, 134, 150) disposé en
position adjacente au premier stratifié (80, 134,
150) et doté d’une épaisseur plus importante
que celle du premier stratifié ; et
un troisième stratifié (80, 134, 150) disposé en-
tre les premier et deuxième stratifiés, doté d’une
épaisseur moins importante que celle du
deuxième stratifié.

9. Joint à doigts-feuille (60, 120) selon la revendication
7, dans lequel la raideur axiale de la pluralité de
doigts radialement élastiques (92, 154) varie d’une
manière prédéfinie, prise autour de la circonférence
intérieure du ressort de soutien (70, 130) de joint à
doigts.

10. Joint à doigts-feuille (60, 120) selon la revendication
1, dans lequel le ressort de soutien (70, 130) de joint
à doigts se compose d’une pluralité de stratifiés (80,
134, 150), et dans lequel la raideur radiale du ressort
de soutien de joint à doigts varie d’une manière pré-
définie en passant axialement d’un stratifié à un
autre au travers du ressort de soutien de joint à
doigts.
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