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(57) A battery pack (100) includes a housing, at least one battery cell housed in the housing, a wireless transmitter
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wirelessly communicate with the electronic device through the wireless transmitter, a connection section including a first
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a power tool
battery pack, a power tool system and apparatus, sys-
tems and methods for providing power from a power tool
battery pack.
[0002] Power tool battery packs are commonly used
to power cordless power tools. Power tool battery packs
are generally portable, include significant power and are
owned by many professionals, tradesman and consum-
ers who own other devices. Accordingly, it may also be
desirable to provide for charging of the other/external de-
vices by the power tool battery and it may be desirable
to control the charging of an external device by a power
tool battery.
[0003] According to an aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a battery pack according to Claim 1.
Preferred and other optional aspects and features of the
invention are described and defined in the dependent
claims.
[0004] According to an aspect of the present invention,
there is provided a battery pack including a housing, at
least one battery cell housed in the housing; a wireless
transmitter housed in the housing; a button, the button
configured to initiate pairing with an electronic device so
that the battery pack may wirelessly communicate with
the electronic device; a connection section including a
first electrical connector configured to supply power to a
power tool; and a charging port configured to supply pow-
er to an external device. The charging port can be in an
on state in which the charging port is operable to supply
power to the external device and an off state in which the
charging port is not operable to supply power to the ex-
ternal device.
[0005] The charging port may be configured to change
from the on state to the off state after a predetermined
amount of time after charging from the charging port be-
gins.
[0006] The predetermined amount of time may be
equal or less than the watt-hour rating of the battery being
charged divided by the voltage times the current out of
the USB jack from the battery pack.
[0007] The predetermined amount of time may be ten
hours or less.
[0008] The predetermined amount of time may be eight
hours or less.
[0009] The predetermined amount of time may be sev-
en hours or less.
[0010] The predetermined amount of time may be set
by a user of the separate electronic device.
[0011] The predetermined amount of time that can be
set by the user may have an upper limit.
[0012] The predetermined amount of time may be
equal to or less than an Amp hour rating of the battery
pack divided by a current drawn from the battery pack
by the charging port.
[0013] The charging port may be a USB port.
[0014] According to another aspect of the invention, a

power tool system is provided, which includes a power
tool and a battery pack. The battery pack includes a hous-
ing, at least one battery cell housed in the housing; a
wireless transmitter housed in the housing; a connection
section including a first electrical connector configured
to supply power to the power tool when the battery pack
is connected to the power tool; and a charging port con-
figured to supply power to an external device. The charg-
ing port can be in an on state in which the charging port
is operable to supply power to the external device and
an off state in which the charging port is not operable to
supply power to the external device.
[0015] The charging port may be configured to change
from the on state to the off state after a predetermined
amount of time after charging from the charging port be-
gins.
[0016] The predetermined amount of time may be ten
hours or less.
[0017] The predetermined amount of time may be eight
hours or less.
[0018] The predetermined amount of time may be sev-
en hours or less.
[0019] The predetermined amount of time may be set
by a user of the separate electronic device.
[0020] The predetermined amount of time set by the
user may be limited.
[0021] The predetermined amount of time may be
equal to or less than an Amp hour rating of the battery
pack divided by a current drawn from the battery pack
by the charging port.
[0022] The charging port may be a USB port.
[0023] The separate electronic device may include one
of a computer, a tablet computer and a phone.
[0024] The power tool may be a drill.
[0025] According to another aspect of the invention, a
power tool system is provided, which includes a plurality
of power tools including a drill and at least one battery
pack. The battery pack is selectively couplable to the
plurality of power tools to provide electrical power to a
coupled power tool to which the battery pack is coupled.
The battery pack includes a housing, at least one battery
cell housed in the housing; a wireless transmitter housed
in the housing; a connection section including a first elec-
trical connector configured to supply power to the cou-
pled power tool and a charging port configured to supply
power to an external device. The charging port can be in
an on state in which the charging port is operable to sup-
ply power to the external device and an off state in which
the charging port is not operable to supply power to the
external device.
[0026] The charging port may be configured to change
from the on state to the off state after a predetermined
amount of time after charging from the charging port be-
gins.
[0027] The predetermined amount of time may be set
by a user of the separate electronic device.
[0028] The predetermined amount of time is equal to
or less than an Amp hour rating of the battery pack divided
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by a current drawn from the battery pack by the charging
port.
[0029] Exemplary embodiments of the invention will
now be described with reference to the accompanying
drawings, of which:

Fig. 1A illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a
battery pack;
Fig. 1 B illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a
battery pack and USB cord;
Fig. 2A illustrates another exemplary embodiment
of a battery pack;
Fig. 2B illustrates the exemplary embodiment of the
battery pack of Fig. 2A with a USB cord;
Fig. 3A illustrates another exemplary embodiment
of a battery pack;
Fig. 3B illustrates the exemplary embodiment of the
battery pack of Fig. 3A with a USB cord;
Fig. 4A illustrates another exemplary embodiment
of a battery pack;
Fig. 4B illustrates the exemplary embodiment of the
battery pack of Fig. 4A with a USB cord;
Fig. 5 illustrates exemplary embodiments of a battery
pack and USB cords with a housing of the battery
pack removed;
Fig. 6 illustrates another exemplary embodiment of
a battery pack;
Figs. 7A and 7B illustrate an exemplary embodiment
of a power tool connection section;
Figs. 8A and 8B illustrate an exemplary embodiment
of a power tool connection section;
Figs. 9A to 9C illustrate movement of a connector
according to the exemplary embodiment of Figs. 8A
and 8B;
Figs. 10A and 10B illustrate movement of a connec-
tor according to the exemplary embodiment of Figs.
8A and 8B;
Fig. 11 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a
power tool with a battery pack attached;
Fig. 12 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a cir-
cuit diagram for a battery pack according to one of
the exemplary embodiments of the power tool bat-
tery pack;
Fig. 13 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a bat-
tery pack and a computing device for communicating
with the battery pack; and
Fig. 14 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of a bat-
tery pack charging an external device.
Figs. 1 A-6 illustrate exemplary embodiments of a
battery pack according to the invention. These bat-
tery packs may be coupled with and used to power
a variety of power tools, including tools such as drills,
circular saws, reciprocating saws, jigsaws, miter
saws, table saws and outdoor power tools such as
string trimmers and hedge trimmers.
Fig. 1 A illustrates a first exemplary embodiment of
a power tool battery pack 100. The power tool battery
pack 100 includes a set of rechargeable battery cells

120 (Fig. 5) disposed in a housing 101. The housing
includes guide rails 104 for connecting with a power
tool and a latch 105 for securing the battery to the
power tool. The latch 105 can be moved by depres-
sion of the latch actuator 106 (shown in Figs. 4B),
which may be integral with the latch 105. A battery
pack with guide rails such as those shown in Fig. 1A
is more fully shown and described in US 6,729,413
which is incorporated herein by reference.

[0030] The power tool battery pack 100 can be con-
nected to a power tool to provide electrical power to the
power tool through a connection section 103 through
which electrical connectors 130 (Fig. 5) can be accessed.
Additionally, battery pack 100 includes a charging con-
nector or port 102. In the exemplary embodiment, the
charging connector is a USB port which receives a USB
cord 110. Other types of charging connectors could al-
ternatively be used. The charging connector 102 allows
the battery pack 100 to charge or power batteries and
devices other than those with which it is designed to mate
with through the connection section 103 (i.e., external
devices). For example, the battery pack 100 may be con-
nected to a cell phone through the USB cord 100 in order
to allow the battery pack 100 to charge the cell phone.
The configuration shown in Figs. 1 A and 1 B allow the
USB port 102 to be mounted on a main PCB board (as
shown in Fig. 5). Also, placement of the charging port
102 below the guide rails of the battery pack 100 allow
it to be protected from dust and other debris by the rails.
The battery pack 100 includes a pairing button 127 which
activates a pairing function of the battery pack, which
allows the battery pack 100 to be paired with an comput-
ing device 250 (Fig. 13). It additionally includes a charg-
ing port button 123, which enables and disables the
charging port 102.
[0031] Figs. 2A and 2B show another exemplary em-
bodiment of a battery pack 200. The battery pack 200 is
the same as battery pack 100 unless otherwise dis-
cussed or shown. In the case of battery pack 200, the
charging port 202 is located at a back of the battery. This
provides a highly visible location for the user. Addition-
ally, it allows for the battery pack 200 to be connected
with a power tool at the same time the battery pack 200
is connected to another device through the charging port
202 via a USB cord 110.
[0032] Figs. 3A and 3B show another exemplary em-
bodiment of a battery pack 300. The battery pack 300 is
the same as battery pack 100 unless otherwise dis-
cussed or shown. In the case of battery pack 300, the
charging port 302 is located at a top of the battery pack
300. This configuration allows the charging port 302 to
be protected from debris when the battery pack 300 is
coupled to a power tool.
[0033] Figs. 4A and 4B show another exemplary em-
bodiment of a battery pack 400. The battery pack 400 is
the same as battery pack 100 unless otherwise dis-
cussed or shown. In the case of battery pack 400, the
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charging port 402 is located at a front of the battery pack
300. This provides a highly visible location for the user.
Additionally, it allows for the battery pack 400 to be con-
nected with a power tool at the same time the battery
pack 400 is connected to an external device through the
charging port 402 via a USB cord 110.
[0034] Fig. 5 is an illustrative drawing showing an in-
side of a battery pack, such as those previously dis-
cussed 100, 200, 300, 400. As shown, the pack includes
a plurality of rechargeable battery cells 120. A cradle 16
sits over the battery cells 120 and a printed circuit board
(PCB) 140 is connected to the cradle 16. Electrical con-
nectors 130 are mounted on the PCB 140 and, as previ-
ously discussed, connect with power tools through the
connection section 103. A battery pack of this general
construction is shown and described in more detail in
WO 2014/062439, which is incorporated herein by refer-
ence.
[0035] The illustrative drawing of Fig. 5 includes an il-
lustration of charging ports 102, 202 and 302, corre-
sponding to the locations shown in Figs. 1 A-3B. As
shown in Fig. 5, charging ports 102 and 302 may be
mounted on the main PCB 140. Alternatively or addition-
ally, a second PCB 150 may be added to accommodate,
such as the illustrated charging port 202.
[0036] Fig. 6 shows another exemplary embodiment
of a power tool battery pack 600. The battery pack 600
is the same as battery pack 100 unless otherwise dis-
cussed or shown. As illustrated in Fig. 6, a port 602 is
disposed in a recess 603 in the connection section 103.
The port 602 in this exemplary embodiment is a data port
and a charging port. Ports in this or any of the exemplary
embodiments may be both a data port and a charging
port, a dedicated data port or a dedicated charging port.
[0037] Figs. 7A and 7B illustrate a connection section
of a power tool 700. In this case, the power tool is a drill.
The connection section is configured to receive the bat-
tery pack 600 and includes a connector assembly 710.
Electrical connectors 130 of the battery pack engage with
electrical connectors 730 of the power tool to provide
power for operation of the power tool. Rails 104 of the
battery pack 600 slide on rails 721 of the power tool 721
to guide and hold the battery pack 600 and latch 105
engaged with latch receiver 722 to latch the battery pack
600 in place. Additionally, the power tool 700 includes a
connector 720 to engage with port 602. This allows the
power tool 700 to communicate with the battery pack 600.
[0038] In this case, the battery pack 600 may include
a wireless transmitter, as discussed in U.S. Patent Ap-
plication Publication No. 2014/0107853, which is hereby
incorporated by reference. Additionally, the drill 700 may
include a microprocessor which measures characteris-
tics of the power tool, such as is shown in US Patent No.
8,919,456, which is hereby incorporated by reference. In
this case, information from the drill 700 may be commu-
nicated to the battery pack 600 via the connection of port
602 and connector 720. For example, information regard-
ing motor current, motor speed (e.g., revolutions per

minute - RPM) or temperature of the motor may be com-
municated to the computing device (such as a cellular
phone, tablet or computer) via the wireless transmitter/re-
ceiver in the battery pack 600. The computing device can
then display the information. The power tool 700 may
alternatively or additionally include the features de-
scribed in US Patent No. 8,286,723, which is hereby in-
corporated by reference. As shown in Fig. 7, the power
tool described in US Patent No. 8,286,723 includes a
controller as well as a rotational rate sensor, H-Bridge
temperature sensor, current sensor and a tachometer.
When using battery pack 600 information from the rota-
tional rate sensor, H-Bridge temperature sensor, current
sensor, tachometer or other information known or col-
lected by the controller can be transmitted to the external
electronic device for display to a user.
[0039] Similarly, information from computing device,
may be received by the battery pack 600 and conveyed
to the drill through the connection of port 602 and con-
nector 720. For example, a user may input information
regarding a maximum speed, current, etc. onto an com-
puting device which can then be transmitted to the battery
pack 600 via the wireless transmitter/receiver and related
to the microprocessor on the drill 700. Alternatively or
additionally, the a user may instruct the power tool to
select one of the control curves shown in Figs. 9A-9E of
US Patent No. 8,286,723.
[0040] As can be appreciated, when the drill 700 in-
cludes connector 720 that is fixed, the fixed connector
720 would block insertion of a battery pack that lacks a
recess 603. Accordingly, while the battery pack 600 may
be inserted into the drill 700 with a fixed connector 720,
the other exemplary embodiments, such as 100, 200,
300 and 400, cannot. In this manner, the connector 720
may serve as a lock-out. In the exemplary embodiment
shown in Figs. 6, 7A and 7B, the battery pack 600 has a
female connector and the tool has a male connector. This
can be reversed so that the battery pack would have a
male connector and the tool have a male connector.
[0041] In an alternative embodiment shown in Figs. 8A
and 8B, there is an alternative connection assembly 810
in which the connector 820 is moveable. The connection
section is otherwise the same as that described above
with respect to Figs. 7A and 7B unless otherwise noted.
The connection assembly of Figs. 8A and 8B include a
connector 820 attached to a connector base 822 and a
cam 821. In the position of Fig. 8A, a battery pack with
a mating connector can engage the connector 820 to
provide communication between the power tool and the
battery pack. The battery pack in that instance would
have a recess sized and shaped to receive the cam 821.
This would allow a battery pack with a data connector to
connect to the connector 820 without moving the con-
nector 820 by engaging the cam.
[0042] Fig. 8B illustrates the connector 820 in a posi-
tion in which it has been moved out of the way by a battery
pack without a data connector or cut-out to receive cam
821. Particularly, when battery packs such as battery
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packs 100, 200 and 300 shown in Figs. 1 A-3B are utilized
with the connection assembly 810, the connection sec-
tion 103 of those battery packs contacts the cam 821 and
pushes the cam 821 and the base 822 and connector
820 to which it is connected upwards to the position of
Fig. 8B so that they are out of the way of the battery pack
100, 200 300. The base 822 may be biased by a spring
towards the position shown in Fig. 8A.
[0043] As can be appreciated, with a connector 820 as
shown in Figs. 8A and 8B, the power tool 700 can mate
with either a battery pack with a data connector or with
a battery pack without a data connector. When the battery
pack has a compatible data connector, it will engage the
connector 820 and when the battery pack lacks such a
connector, it can be designed to move the connector 820
out of the way.
[0044] The exemplary embodiment of Figs. 8A and 8B
show a connector 820 which may be translated in an
upward direction. In alternative embodiments, the con-
nector 820 may be moved in other directions or motions.
For example, another exemplary embodiment is shown
in Figs. 9A-10B. As shown in these figures, the connec-
tion section 910 includes a connector 920 that is con-
nected to a cam member 921 which includes a pivot 923
about which the cam member 921 rotates. Accordingly,
when a battery pack without a complementary connec-
tion is used with this embodiment, the battery pack hits
cam arms 924 to rotate the connector 920 and base 922
around the pivot 923. Fig. 9A shows the connector 920
and base 922 in an initial position where it is ready to
connect with a battery pack including a data connector.
Fig. 9A is analogous to Fig. 8A, described above. Fig.
9C shows the connector 920 and base 922 in a position
where it is rotated out of the way to allow engagement
of a battery pack without a data connector. Fig. 9C is
analogous to Fig. 8B, described above. Fig. 9B is an il-
lustrative drawing showing the connector 920 and base
922 in both positions to aid in illustrating the movement
of the connector 920 and base 922 between the two po-
sitions. The connector 920 and base 922 may be biased
towards the position in Fig. 9A or the position in Fig. 9C.
Figs. 10A and 10B illustrate the connection section 910
of Figs. 9A-9C in a power tool. As shown in Fig. 10B,
when a battery pack such as battery packs 100, 200 or
300 is inserted into the power tool 700 and lacks a recess
for the cam arms 923, the connector 920 and base 922
are pushed out of the way to allow the pack to be engaged
with the power tool without interference from the connec-
tor 920 or base 922.
[0045] Fig. 11 illustrates a power tool 700 with a battery
pack attached. The power tool 700 includes an indicator
light 750 which indicates the type of battery pack con-
nected to the power tool. For example, the indicator 750
may light up when the power tool 700 is connected to a
battery pack and includes data communication with the
battery pack. Alternatively or additionally, the indicator
750 may be lit when the power tool 700 is connected to
a battery pack which includes a wireless transceiver. The

indicator 750 may be a light which is selectively lit or unlit.
It may also include a light which illuminates or spells out
a word, such as "DATA" or "WIRELESS" or provides
some other indication to a user of the power tool 700.
[0046] Fig. 12 is a simplified electrical diagram of an
internal configuration of one of the battery packs and Fig.
13 is an illustration of a computing device and battery
pack. Fig. 14 illustrates the battery pack charging an ex-
ternal device. In the embodiments of Fig. 12, 13 and 14,
the battery pack 100 is used as an exemplary battery
pack. However, the features illustrated therein can be
used with any of the battery packs described herein.
[0047] As shown in Fig. 12, the packs include cells 120
which provide power to the power tool through electrical
connectors 130 and/or to an external device to be
charged through a voltage regulator 124 connected to a
charging port 102. In this exemplary embodiment, the
charging port is a USB port 102. The pack includes a
microcontroller 125, a wireless communicator 126, a
memory 128 and a current sensor 129. As discussed
previously, the battery pack includes a PCB 140 and the
components may be mounted on the PCB 140. If the
battery pack includes second PCB 150, one or more of
the components may be mounted on that PCB 150.
[0048] As shown in Fig. 12, the microcrontroller 125 is
connected to a MOSFET switch 122 of the USB Port 102.
The microcontroller 125 can control the switch 122 to
enable and disable the USB Port 102. The wireless com-
municator 126 is operable to communicate with external
computing devices, such as computing device 250
shown in Fig. 13. As is well known in the art, computing
device 250 itself includes wireless communication capa-
bilities and provide commands, data or other information
to the battery pack 100 through the wireless communi-
cator 126 and the microcontroller 125 may control the
battery pack 100 accordingly.
[0049] As discussed above, the battery pack 100 in-
cludes a pairing button 127. When the user depresses
the pairing button 127 a pairing sequence is initiated
which can pair the battery pack 100 with the computing
device 250 as is known in the art. In the exemplary em-
bodiment, wireless communication may take place ac-
cording to Bluetooth standards, but other wireless com-
munication is also contemplated as part of this disclo-
sure.
[0050] In one exemplary embodiment, the USB Port
102 may be disabled via the switch 122 after a pre-de-
termined amount of time. For example, the USB Port 102
may be turned on by a user-actuable switch. This user
actuable switch may be the pairing switch 127. Addition-
ally or alternatively, it may be a separate charging port
button 123. User actuation of the switch 127 or 123 will
enable the USB Port 102 by toggling the MOSFET switch
122. The USB Port 102 will then be enabled to charge
an external device 350 for a predetermined amount of
time. After the predetermined amount of time elapses,
the microcontroller 125 can toggle the MOSFET switch
122 to disable the USB Port 102. This prevents the bat-
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tery cells 120 from becoming drained or having an und-
ervoltage situation. In exemplary embodiments of the in-
vention, the predetermined amount of time may be 10
hours or less; 9 hours or less; 8 hours or less; 7 hours or
less; or 6 hours or less. The predetermined amount of
time may be determined in a variety of ways. A prede-
termined amount of time of 8 hours or less provides sig-
nificant charging to an external device 350 while avoiding
an undervoltage situation. The external device 350 may
be any number of devices which needs electrical charge.
For example, these could include a phone, laptop com-
puter, tablet computer, lights, batteries and the like. It
could also charge a screwdriver that includes the appro-
priate input, such as Black & Decker cordless screwdriver
BDCS30C.
[0051] Additionally or alternatively to being activated
by pairing switch 127 or charging port switch123, the USB
port 102 may be activated by the external computing de-
vice 250. A user of the computing device 250 can enter
a command to turn on the USB port 102. The command
is received through the wireless communicator 126 and
the microcontroller 125 can toggle the MOSFET switch
122 to enable the USB port 102. The USB port 102 can
then remain enabled for a predetermined amount of time,
as discussed above.
[0052] The computing device 250 may also be used to
program the predetermined amount of time. For example,
rather than having an automatic predetermined amount
of time such as 6 hours, the computing device 250 may
be used to set a predetermined amount of time. The set
time may be chosen from a selection of specific choices.
For example, a user may be given a select number of
choices and be able to select a predetermined amount
of time as 2 hours, 3 hours, 4 hours, 5 hours, 6 hours or
7 hours. The user may also be able to input any selection
for the predetermined amount of time.
[0053] In some instances it may be useful to have a
maximum limit to the predetermined amount of time a
user may input. For example, the user may be able to
input any predetermined amount of time up to a maximum
limit of 6 hours. The maximum limit can thus ensure that
an undervoltage or other over-drainage of the battery
cells 120 is avoided. The maximum limit may be, for ex-
ample, 10 hours, 9 hours, 8 hours, 7 hours, 6 hours, 5
hours, 4 hours, 3 hours or 2 hours. In any of the embod-
iments, the amount of time remaining before the USB
port 102 is disabled may be displayed on the computing
device 250. U.S. Patent Application Publication No.
2014/0107853 and US provisional application No.
62/132,245 disclose computing devices which display
the charging of a battery pack. US provisional application
No. 62/132,245 is hereby incorporated by reference in
its entirety. The features of those applications may be
incorporated into the present system. For example, the
computing device 250 of the present application may dis-
play both the state of charge of the battery pack 100 and
the amount of time remaining before the charging port
102 is disabled. This can be done simultaneously or a

user may toggle between the displaying the amount of
time remaining and the state of charge.
[0054] In one exemplary embodiment, it the predeter-
mined amount of time may be determined according to
the amp-hour rating of the battery pack and the current
drawn from the battery pack by the voltage regulator 124.
The predetermined amount of time or the maximum limit
may be set at a value equal to or greater than the watt-
hour rating of a battery of the external device 350 being
charged divided by the current times the voltage of the
USB port 102. This may be, for example, 2 hours or great-
er; 3 hours or greater; or 4 hours or greater.
[0055] In another exemplary embodiment, the prede-
termined amount of time or maximum limit of the prede-
termined amount of time may be equal to or less than a
wattage of the battery pack 100 divided by a power con-
sumption of the voltage regulator 124. As with an above
example, this can prevent undervoltage or overdraining
of the battery cells 120 of the battery pack 100. The pre-
determined amount of time or maximum limit of the pre-
determined amount of time may also be set slightly high-
er. For example, it may be set equal to or less than 1.2
times; 1.3 times or 1.4 times a wattage of the battery pack
100 divided by a power consumption of the voltage reg-
ulator 124. In one example, the battery pack 100 has a
maximum initial voltage of 20V and an amp-hour rating
of 1.5 Amp-hours (Ah). In an example, the voltage reg-
ulator draws 300 mA of current and receives the 20V
input voltage. The battery pack 100 wattage is the battery
pack 100 voltage (i.e., 20V) multiplied by the battery pack
amp hour rating (1.5Ah). Accordingly, a wattage of the
battery pack 100 divided by a power consumption of the
voltage regulator 124 is equal to 5 hours. The predeter-
mined amount of time or maximum limit of the predeter-
mined amount of time may thus be set at 5 hours or less.
It may also be set at something higher such as 6 hours
or less (1.2x); 6 1/2 hours or less (1.3x) or 7 hours or less
(1.4x).
[0056] The computing device 250 may also be used to
set the amount of current drawn from the voltage regu-
lator 124. For example, the electronic device may be con-
figured to allow a user to set the current drawn from the
voltage regulator 124 to 300 mA, 400 mA, 500 mA or
some other setting. The computing device 250 may be
configured to allow the user to set the charging rate for
the USB port 102. For example, the user may be able to
set the USB port 102 so that it charges with a 1 A current.
Other rates may also be set, for example, it may set a
rate that is 2A or less; 1.5A or less; 1 A or less or 500mA
or less.
[0057] The USB port 102 may also be disabled by sim-
ply pressing the user actuable button 123 and/or 127 a
second time. In one embodiment, depressing the button
may override the predetermined time. For example, if the
USB port 102 is set to charge for a predetermined time
of 6 hours, the USB port 102 may stay enabled for 6
hours or until a user actuates one of the buttons (123
and/or 127, as appropriate according to the embodiment)
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to disable the USB port 102. Similarly, a user may use
the computing device 250 to disable the USB port 102
before the predetermined time elapses.
[0058] Depending upon the type of charging port 102,
the voltage at which charging is done at the charging port
102 is done may be modified by modifying the voltage
regulator 124. For example, the user may set the charg-
ing voltage to 3V, 5V, 10V, 12V, or 20V.
[0059] The battery pack may also be modified to in-
clude multiple charging ports 102. The multiple charging
ports 102 may all be controlled independently by sepa-
rate voltage regulators. For example, if a battery pack
has two charging ports, one may be controlled by the
user through the computing device 250 so that it charges
at a first current and first voltage and the second charging
port may be set by the user to charge at a second current
and second voltage.
[0060] Various different embodiments have been de-
scribed above. It is contemplated that the features of var-
ious embodiments can be combined into a single em-
bodiment.
[0061] The description of the invention is merely ex-
emplary in nature and, thus, variations that do not depart
from the gist of the invention are intended to be within
the scope of the invention. Such variations are not to be
regarded as a departure from the scope of the invention.

Claims

1. A battery pack comprising:

a housing,
at least one battery cell housed in the housing;
a wireless transmitter housed in the housing and
configured to wirelessly communicate with an
electronic device;
a connection section including a first electrical
connector configured to supply power to a power
tool; and
a charging port configured to supply power to
an external device;

wherein the charging port can be in an on state in
which the charging port is operable to supply power
to the external device and an off state in which the
charging port is not operable to supply power to the
external device.

2. A power tool system comprising:

a power tool; and
a battery pack according to Claim 1;
wherein the first electrical connector is config-
ured to supply power to the power tool when the
battery pack is connected to the power tool.

3. A power tool system comprising:

a plurality of power tools including a drill; and
at least one battery pack according to Claim 1,
the battery pack selectively couplable to the plu-
rality of power tools to provide electrical power
to a coupled power tool to which the battery pack
is coupled;
wherein the first electrical connector is config-
ured to supply power to the coupled power tool.

4. A battery pack or a power tool system according to
any preceding claim, wherein the battery pack further
comprises a button, the button configured to initiate
pairing with a said electronic device so that the bat-
tery pack may wirelessly communicate with the elec-
tronic device through the wireless transmitter.

5. A battery pack or a power tool system according to
any preceding claim, wherein the charging port is
configured to change from the on state to the off state
when a predetermined amount of time elapses after
charging from the charging port begins.

6. A battery pack or a power tool system according to
Claim 5, wherein the predetermined amount of time
is ten hours or less, preferably eight hours or less.

7. A battery pack or a power tool system according to
any preceding claim, wherein the charging port is
configured to be turned into the on-state by a user
input from a said electronic device.

8. A battery pack or a power tool system according to
Claim 4 or any claim dependent thereon, wherein
the charging port is configured to be turned into the
on-state by activating the button.

9. A battery pack or a power tool system according to
Claim 5 or any claim dependent thereon, wherein
the predetermined amount of time is set by a user
of a said electronic device.

10. A battery pack or a power tool system according to
Claim 9, wherein the predetermined amount of time
that can be set by the user has an upper limit.

11. A battery pack or a power tool system according to
Claim 5 or any claim dependent thereon, wherein
the predetermined amount of time is equal to or less
than an Amp hour rating of the battery pack divided
by a current drawn from the battery pack by the
charging port.

12. A battery pack or a power tool system according to
any preceding claim, wherein the charging port is a
USB port.

13. A battery pack or a power tool system according to
any preceding claim, wherein the electronic device
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comprises a computer, a tablet computer or a phone.
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