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(54) VEHICLE LUMINOUS COMPOSITE FLOOR PANEL

(57) A composite floor panel includes a cover sheet,
a base sheet, a core layer, and a plurality of light sources.
The cover sheet has a user-facing side and an underside
that is opposite from the user-facing side. The base sheet
is below the underside of the cover sheet. The core layer
includes a plurality of honeycomb cells bonded to one

another. The core layer is disposed between the cover
sheet and the base sheet. The light sources are config-
ured to emit light through the cover sheet to provide light-
ing effects above the user-facing side of the cover sheet.
The light sources are disposed between the user-facing
side of the cover sheet and the core layer.



EP 3 444 181 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] Commercial aircraft typically include an interior
cabin that may be divided into numerous sections. A
cockpit is generally separated from a passenger cabin,
which may include a first class section, a business class
section, and an economy section. The passenger cabin
may also include one or more work areas for flight per-
sonnel, such as galleys, which may include food and bev-
erage storage structures. One or more aisles pass
through the passenger cabin and connect each of the
passenger sections to one or more doors of the aircraft.
[0002] Various commercial aircraft include carpet
throughout an interior cabin. The carpet may be custom-
ized with respect to appearance and aesthetics. For ex-
ample, an aircraft operator may prefer a particular color
of carpet for each aircraft within a fleet. As another ex-
ample, the carpet may include portions that show text,
designs, illustrations, or the like, such as a particular pat-
tern, company name, trade name, trademark, slogan, lo-
go, or the like. Images may also be projected onto the
carpet from a projector, although the images would be
disrupted if there is an obstruction between the projector
and the carpet. As can be appreciated, once a particular
carpet scheme is determined and installed within a com-
mercial aircraft, the resulting carpet appearance is fixed.
If an operator prefers a different carpet aesthetic, the
carpet within the aircraft has to be replaced.
[0003] A need exists for selectively adapting a carpet
aesthetic within an aircraft, for example. A need exists
for an efficient and effective way of incorporating a lumi-
nous carpet display system within an interior cabin of a
vehicle, such as an aircraft.

SUMMARY

[0004] With those needs in mind, the present disclo-
sure provides a luminous composite floor panel, such as
within an interior cabin of a vehicle. The composite floor
panel includes a cover sheet, a base sheet, a core layer,
and a plurality of light sources. The cover sheet has a
user-facing side and an underside that is opposite from
the user-facing side. The base sheet is below the under-
side of the cover sheet. The core layer includes a plurality
of honeycomb cells bonded to one another. The core
layer is disposed between the cover sheet and the base
sheet. The light sources are configured to emit light
through the cover sheet to provide lighting effects above
the user-facing side of the cover sheet. The light sources
are disposed between the user-facing side of the cover
sheet and the core layer.
[0005] The cover sheet can be translucent. The cover
sheet can be opaque and may include a plurality of holes
that extend through the cover sheet between the user-
facing side and the underside. Each of the holes can be
aligned with an individual one of the light sources.

[0006] The light sources can be mounted to the cover
sheet along the underside. The cover sheet can further
include conductive elements embedded therein that are
electrically connected to the light sources for providing
electric current to the light sources.
[0007] The light sources may be disposed on an illu-
mination layer that is located between the cover sheet
and the core layer. The illumination layer may include
one or more substrates on which the light sources and
conductive elements, which provide electrical current to
the light sources, are mounted.
[0008] The light sources may be electrically connected
via conductive elements to an edge connector that is con-
figured to releasably electrically connect with an electrical
power source. Optionally, the electrical power source
may be another composite floor panel, such that the floor
panels link together in a chain.
[0009] The present disclosure also provides a method
of producing a composite floor panel for an interior cabin
of a vehicle. The method includes forming a light perme-
able cover sheet having a user-facing side and an un-
derside that is opposite from the user-facing side. The
method also includes providing a core layer and a base
sheet below the underside of the cover sheet such that
the core layer is between the cover sheet and the base
sheet. The core layer includes a plurality of honeycomb
cells bonded to one another. The method includes pro-
viding a plurality of light sources between the user-facing
side of the cover sheet and the core layer. The light sourc-
es are positioned relative to the cover sheet such that
light emitted from the light sources provides lighting ef-
fects above the user-facing side of the cover sheet.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010] These and other features, aspects, and advan-
tages of the present disclosure will become better under-
stood when the following detailed description is read with
reference to the accompanying drawings in which like
numerals represent like parts throughout the drawings,
wherein:

Figure 1 illustrates a front perspective view of an
aircraft according to the present disclosure;

Figure 2A illustrates a top plan view of an interior
cabin of an aircraft according to the present disclo-
sure;

Figure 2B illustrates a top plan view of an interior
cabin of an aircraft according to the present disclo-
sure;

Figure 3 illustrates a schematic block diagram of a
carpet display system according to the present dis-
closure;

Figure 4 is a top perspective view of the carpet dis-
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play system in an assembled state showing a light
transmissive carpet on a luminous composite floor
panel according to the present disclosure;

Figure 5 illustrates a lateral perspective view of a
row of seats within an interior cabin of a vehicle ac-
cording to the present disclosure;

Figure 6 is an exploded cross-sectional view of a
luminous composite floor panel of the carpet display
system according to the present disclosure;

Figure 7 is a top-down view of an illumination layer
of the luminous composite floor panel according to
the present disclosure;

Figure 8 is a top-down view of the illumination layer
according to the present disclosure;

Figure 9 is an exploded cross-sectional view of the
luminous composite floor panel according to the
present disclosure;

Figure 10 is a flow chart of a method of producing a
luminous composite floor panel for an interior cabin
of a vehicle according to the present disclosure;

Figure 11 illustrates a strand of light transmissive
yarn of a light transmissive carpet of the carpet dis-
play system according to the present disclosure;

Figure 12 is a lateral view of a close-up portion of
the light transmissive carpet according to the present
disclosure;

Figure 13 is a flow chart of a method of producing a
light transmissive carpet for an interior cabin of a
vehicle according to the present disclosure; and

Figure 14 is a flow chart of a method for installing a
carpet display system within an interior cabin of a
vehicle according to the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0011] The foregoing summary, as well as the following
detailed description will be better understood when read
in conjunction with the appended drawings. As used
herein, an element or step recited in the singular and
preceded by the word "a" or "an" should be understood
as not necessarily excluding the plural of the elements
or steps. Light-transmissive carpet tiles have been de-
veloped for certain applications, such as within commer-
cial and residential buildings. A typical light-transmissive
carpet tile includes an array of light-emitting diodes
(LEDs) secured to a backing that supports carpet fibers.
The backing is translucent and allows light emitted by
the LEDs to pass through, thereby providing lighting ef-

fects on the carpet fibers.
[0012] The disclosure recognizes and takes into ac-
count that known light-transmissive carpet tiles are una-
ble to be used with respect to commercial aircraft. In par-
ticular, each light-transmissive carpet tile includes a
large, heavy, and bulky control system. Attempting to uti-
lize such carpet tiles within the limited confines of an air-
plane cabin would add substantial weight to the aircraft
(which, in turn, would cause the aircraft to consume in-
creased amounts of fuel). Further, incorporating the
LEDs into the backing layer of the carpet may not ade-
quately protect the LEDs and other electrical elements,
such as wires and circuitry, from damage caused by pas-
sengers. For example, acute structural loading on the
carpet caused by dropped luggage or certain types of
shoes could crush the LEDs in the backing material. Also,
although the backing may be translucent, the pile in
known light-transmissive carpet tiles is colored and gen-
erally opaque. Due to the significant amount of attenua-
tion through the carpet tiles, the LEDs emit light at a high
energy level (e.g., luminous intensity and/or frequency)
to provide lighting effects through the carpet that are
clearly visible to passengers above the carpet. Driving
the LEDs to emit such high energy light typically requires
a substantial amount of electrical power, which may not
be available on the aircraft and/or desirable due to an
increased amount of fuel consumed to produce the ad-
ditional electrical power).
[0013] The present disclosure can provide a scalable
distributed carpet display system for use within a vehicle,
such as a commercial aircraft. The carpet display system
includes a plurality of light-emissive (e.g., luminous) com-
posite floor panels and a light transmissive carpet dis-
posed on top of the composite floor panels. The compos-
ite floor panels and light transmissive carpet may provide
or represent a floor zone within an interior cabin of the
vehicle, such as an aisle or an entryway within the cabin.
The composite floor panels are configured to provide
lighting effects on the light transmissive carpet above that
are visible to individuals (e.g., vehicle passengers or
staff) in the cabin. The lighting effects may include illu-
mination through visible light (the color of which may be
varied, as desired), and content, such as graphics, text,
video, or the like. The lighting effects may be customized,
adapted, changed, or the like.
[0014] The carpet display system can include luminous
composite floor panels that each have a cover sheet, a
base sheet, a core layer, and a plurality of light sources.
The core layer is disposed between the cover sheet and
the base sheet, and includes a plurality of honeycomb
cells bonded to one another. The light sources are dis-
posed between a user-facing side of the cover sheet and
the core layer. The light sources may be light emitting
diodes (LEDs), such as organic light-emitting diodes
(OLEDs) or LEDs made from inorganic semiconductor
materials. The light sources are configured to emit light
through the cover sheet to provide lighting effects above
the user-facing side of the cover sheet. When the light
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transmissive carpet of the carpet display system is ap-
plied on the user-facing side of the cover sheet, the light-
ing effects are visible above the light transmissive carpet.
[0015] The luminous composite floor panels may rep-
resent the floor of an interior passenger cabin within the
vehicle. For example, individuals may walk on the light
transmissive carpet that is on the user-facing side of the
cover sheet. The luminous floor panels may be suspend-
ed above a cargo hold or bay of the vehicle. For example,
the cargo hold may be below the base sheet of each of
the floor panels. The luminous floor panels may be inter-
connected. The light sources in the floor panels are pro-
tected from structural loading by the cover sheet, which
may be formed of a rigid material, such as carbon fiber,
graphite, fiberglass, or the like. The light sources for the
carpet display system can therefore be integrated within
the floor panels of the vehicle. Optionally, the light trans-
missive carpet installed above the floor panels does not
include light sources or other electrical elements (e.g.,
wires, connectors, etc.).
[0016] The present disclosure may provide a light
transmissive (e.g., light permeable) carpet of the carpet
display system that is configured to be overlaid on the
luminous composite floor panels in the cabin. The light
transmissive carpet includes a pile having strands of a
light transmissive yarn. The light transmissive yarn in-
cludes a fiber blend of interspersed colored fibers and
unpigmented fibers. The unpigmented fibers in the light
transmissive yarn are translucent and transmit light
therethrough. The carpet further includes a backing
structure on a back side of the pile that secures the
strands in place. Since the unpigmented fibers in the yarn
are translucent, light emitted from the luminous compos-
ite floor panels that impinges upon the back side of the
pile can be transmitted through the unpigmented fibers.
Therefore, the pile is at least partially translucent, and
able to transmit light. The light transmissive carpet differs
from some known luminous carpets in which the pile is
opaque and light is conveyed through gaps between ad-
jacent strands or tufts of the pile, and not through the
fibers of the strands or tufts. The backing structure of the
light transmissive carpet may be light permeable, such
as by forming a translucent backing structure or defining
holes through the backing structure.
[0017] Although the carpet display system described
herein includes both the light transmissive carpet and the
luminous composite floor panels, the light transmissive
carpet may be a separate and discrete product from the
composite floor panels. The carpet and the floor panels
may be installed at different times into the vehicle. For
example, the luminous composite floor panels may be
installed into an interior cabin of a vehicle, and the light
transmissive carpet may be subsequently installed on
top of the composite floor panels. Furthermore, the lumi-
nous composite floor panels described herein are not
limited to being used exclusively with the light transmis-
sive carpet, but rather other types of carpet, light trans-
missive and non-light transmissive, may be installed on

the composite floor panels. Conversely, the light trans-
missive carpet described herein is not limited to being
used exclusively with the luminous composite floor pan-
els, but rather the light transmissive carpet may be in-
stalled on other types of floor panels. For example, the
light transmissive carpet may be installed on a conven-
tional, non-luminous vehicle floor, and the light transmis-
sive carpet may include light sources integrated into the
backing structure of the carpet.
[0018] The present disclosure may provide carpet dis-
play systems and methods that allow for improved brand-
ing onboard a passenger vehicle, such as an aircraft. For
example, the carpet display systems can display logos,
slogans, and advertisements that are viewable to pas-
sengers on the vehicle. Further, the carpet display sys-
tems and methods improve passenger experience on a
vehicle, such as through improved aesthetics, light dis-
plays, content delivery, and the like. Further, the carpet
display systems and methods increase vehicle safety by
providing well-lit walking surfaces that may also be used
for emergency lighting. Further, the carpet display sys-
tems and methods may be used to provide information
to passengers, such as wayfinding information within an
interior cabin of the vehicle. For example, the present
disclosure may provide carpet display systems and meth-
ods that allow for a continuous display on a carpet, which
is especially useful for wayfinding, as individuals are able
to follow the display over an entire wayfinding path. The
wayfinding could be implemented by displaying arrows
that direct passengers to specific locations, such as des-
ignated seat rows, designated exit locations, or the like.
The carpet display systems can be used to provide other
information to passengers besides wayfinding, such as
status information, for example fasten seat-belt indica-
tions, vehicle location information, anticipated time of ar-
rival information, current weather information, or the like.
The carpet display systems provide relatively lightweight,
low cost features onboard a vehicle, and increases du-
rability of vehicle touch surfaces.
[0019] Figure 1 illustrates a front perspective view of
an aircraft 10 (or aircraft assembly) according to the
present disclosure. The aircraft 10 includes a propulsion
system 12 that may include two turbofan engines 14, for
example. Optionally, the propulsion system 12 may in-
clude more engines 14 than shown. The engines 14 are
carried by wings 16 of the aircraft 10Alternativley e en-
gines 14 may be carried by a fuselage 18 and/or an em-
pennage 20. The empennage 20 may also support hor-
izontal stabilizers 22 and a vertical stabilizer 24.
[0020] The fuselage 18 of the aircraft 10 defines an
interior cabin, which may include a cockpit, one or more
work sections (for example, galleys, personnel carry-on
baggage areas, and the like), one or more passenger
sections (for example, first class, business class, and
coach sections), and an aft section. Each of the sections
may be separated by a cabin transition area, which may
include one or more class divider assemblies. Overhead
stowage bin assemblies may be positioned throughout
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the interior cabin.
[0021] The interior cabin of the aircraft 10 includes a
carpet display system, which is incorporated into a floor
within the aircraft. The carpet display system is config-
ured to provide light-based effects on a carpet within the
aircraft 10 that individuals may walk on. The light-based
or lighting effects may be visual light of any color, graph-
ics, video, and the like transmitted onto the carpet.
[0022] Alternatively, instead of an aircraft, the present
invention may be used with various other vehicles, such
as automobiles, buses, locomotives and train cars, se-
acraft, spacecraft, and the like.
[0023] Figure 2A illustrates a top plan view of an interior
cabin 30 of an aircraft according to the present disclosure.
The interior cabin 30 is within the fuselage 18 of the air-
craft 10 (shown in Figure 1). For example, one or more
fuselage wall members may define the interior cabin 30.
The interior cabin 30 includes multiple sections or zones,
including a front section 33, a first class section 34, a
business class section 36, a front galley station 38, a
business section 40 (e.g., an expanded economy or
coach section), a standard economy or coach section
42, and an aft section 44, which may include multiple
lavatories and galley stations. It is to be understood that
the interior cabin 30 may include more or less sections
and zones than shown. For example, the interior cabin
30 may not include a first class section, and may include
more or less galley stations than shown. Each of the sec-
tions may be separated by a cabin transition area 46,
which may include class divider assemblies between
aisles 48.
[0024] As shown in Figure 2A, the interior cabin 30
includes two aisles 50 and 52 that lead to the aft section
44. Optionally, the interior cabin 30 may have less or
more aisles than shown. For example, the interior cabin
30 may include a single aisle that extends through the
center of the interior cabin 30 that leads to the aft section
44.
[0025] The interior cabin 30 includes rows 53 of seats
that span across the interior cabin 30 and generally ex-
tend across the aisles 50 and 52. Columns 55, 57, and
59 of seat sections extend perpendicular to the rows 53.
Each seat section may include one or more seats. The
columns 55, 57, and 59 generally run parallel with the
aisles 50 and 52. A particular section or zone may include
any number of columns 55, 57, and 59 of seat sections.
As shown in Figure 2A, at least one zone includes three
columns 55, 57, and 59 of seat sections. However, each
zone may include more or less than three columns. For
example, a first class section or zone may include two
columns of seat sections.
[0026] The interior cabin 30 includes a carpet display
system along the floor. The carpet display system in-
cludes a plurality of luminous composite floor panels and
a light transmissive carpet installed on the luminous com-
posite floor panels. Optionally, the light transmissive car-
pet may be formed into tiles, which may or may not have
a size and shape that corresponds to the size of the floor

panels. Each composite floor panel includes a core layer
sandwiched between a cover sheet and a base sheet,
and a plurality of light sources. The core layer has a plu-
rality of honeycomb cells bonded together. The light
sources are disposed between a top or user-facing side
of the cover sheet and the core layer. For example, the
light sources may be mounted directly to an underside
of the cover sheet, or may be located within a discrete
illumination layer that is between the cover sheet and the
core layer. The light transmissive carpet includes a pile
including light transmissive yarn. The light transmissive
yarn includes a fiber blend of interspersed colored fibers
and unpigmented, translucent fibers. The unpigmented
fibers can transmit absorbed light rays through the fibers
to allow for the light emitted from the luminous composite
floor panels underneath the carpet to be visible along a
top surface of the carpet pile.
[0027] The interior cabin may also include one or more
electrical signal distribution systems 200 secured to one
or more structural components within the interior cabin
30. As shown, each electrical signal distribution system
200 may run parallel with a longitudinal axis 47 of the
interior cabin 30. Optionally, the electrical signal distri-
bution systems 200 may not be parallel to the longitudinal
axis 47. For example, at least one electrical signal distri-
bution system 200 may span across the interior cabin 30
such that it is perpendicular to the longitudinal axis 47.
The interior cabin 30 may include more or less electrical
distribution systems 200 than shown. For example, an
electrical distribution system 200 may be positioned over
each longitudinal section of seats onboard an aircraft.
[0028] The electrical signal distribution systems 200
may span from a fore or front section 33 to the aft section
44. The electrical signal distribution systems 200 may
span an entire length of the interior cabin 30. Optionally,
the electrical signal distribution systems 200 may span
less than an entire length of the interior cabin 30.
[0029] The electrical signal distribution systems 200
may be secured to various structural components within
the interior cabin 30. For example, the electrical signal
distribution systems 200 may be securely mounted to
strongbacks, passenger service unit (PSU) troughs,
stowbins, PSU rails, floor member structure, ceiling struc-
ture, wall member structure, and/or the like. The electrical
signal distribution systems 200 are configured to provide
electrical signals, such as power signals and/or data sig-
nals, to various electrical devices within the interior cabin,
as described below.
[0030] Examples of the electrical signal distribution
systems 200 can be found in United States Patent Ap-
plication No. 15/287,949, entitled "Systems and Methods
for Providing Electrical Signals to Electrical Devices With-
in An Interior Cabin of a Vehicle," filed October 7, 2016.
[0031] Figure 2B illustrates a top plan view of an interior
cabin 80 of an aircraft according to the present disclosure.
The interior cabin 80 may be within the fuselage 18 of
the aircraft 10 (shown in Figure 1). For example, one or
more fuselage wall members may define the interior cab-
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in 80. The interior cabin 80 includes multiple sections or
zones, including a main cabin 82 having passenger seats
83, and an aft section 85 behind the main cabin 82. It is
to be understood that the interior cabin 80 may include
more or less sections or zones than shown.
[0032] The interior cabin 80 may include a single aisle
84 that leads to the aft section 85. The single aisle 84
may extend through the center of the interior cabin 80
that leads to the aft section 85. For example, the single
aisle 84 may be coaxially aligned with a central longitu-
dinal plane 86 of the interior cabin 80. The interior cabin
80 may include a carpet display system and one or more
electrical signal distribution systems. The one or more
electrical signal distribution systems 200 are secured to
structural components within the interior cabin 80.
[0033] Figure 3 illustrates a schematic block diagram
of a carpet display system 100 according to the present
disclosure. The carpet display system 100 includes at
least one luminous composite floor panel 102 and a light
transmissive carpet 104 within an interior cabin of a ve-
hicle, such as an aircraft. Although only one floor panel
102 is shown in Figure 3, the carpet display system 100
may include multiple floor panels that have sizes, shapes,
and constructions that are identical to, or at least similar
to, the floor panel 102. For example, the floor panels
102may be replicated to produce multiple floor panels.
The multiple floor panels are electrically and/or mechan-
ically connectable to one another, such as to extend
along an aisle of the vehicle.
[0034] The luminous composite floor panel 102 (re-
ferred to herein as floor panel 102) includes a cover sheet
106, a core layer 108, a base sheet 110, and a plurality
of light sources 112. The cover sheet 106, core layer 108,
base sheet 110, and light sources 112 are arranged in a
stack to define the floor panel 102. The cover sheet 106
represents a top 114 of the floor panel 102, and the base
sheet 110 represents a bottom 116 of the floor panel 102.
The core layer 108 and the light sources 112 are disposed
between the cover sheet 106 and the base sheet 110.
The core layer 108 may be bonded to the cover sheet
106 and the base sheet 110 to define a lightweight sup-
port structure or base that supports the passengers,
seats, equipment, and the like that are located within the
passenger interior cabin. The light sources 112 are lo-
cated above the core layer 108 and below at least a por-
tion of the cover sheet 106. The light sources 112 are
configured to generate light that penetrates the cover
sheet 106 and is visible above the floor panel 102, as
described below in more detail. For example, the cover
sheet 106 may be transparent, or at least translucent, or
formed with multiple holes that align with the light sources
112, thereby allowing light emitted by the light sources
112 to pass therethrough. The light sources 112 may
include one or more LEDs, OLEDs, or the like. The light
sources 112 may be arranged in an array to provide a
display or monitor beneath the light transmissive carpet
104. For example, the light sources 112 may be arranged
to provide a high definition or ultra-high definition display.

Even though the light transmissive carpet 104 (or other
light transmissive carpets) may, to an extent, provide
some distortion, the visual effects are still discernable
and continuous.
[0035] The light transmissive carpet 104 can be in-
stalled on the top 114 of the floor panel 102, such as
directly on the cover sheet 106. The light transmissive
carpet 104 (referred to herein as carpet 104) includes a
pile 118 and a backing structure 120. The pile 118 has
a user-facing side 122 and a back side 124 that is oppo-
site from the user-facing side 122. The backing structure
120 extends along the back side 124 of the pile 118. The
backing structure 120 is between the pile 118 and the
floor panel 102. The backing structure 120 is light per-
meable to allow light emitted from the floor panel 102
through the backing structure 120 to the pile 118. For
example, the backing structure 120 may be transparent,
or at least translucent. Alternatively, the backing structure
120 may be opaque, but defines an array of holes there-
through. Light received within the holes passes through
the backing structure 120 to the pile 118. In the figure ,
the carpet 104 lacks light sources and other electrical
elements that could be damaged from dropped luggage,
shoes (e.g., pointed heeled shoes), or the like. But, in an
alternative, the carpet 104 may include one or more in-
tegrated light sources within, or mounted to, the backing
structure 120.
[0036] The pile 118 includes strands of a light trans-
missive yarn, which may be tufted, woven, or the like.
The light transmissive yarn includes a fiber blend of both
colored fibers and unpigmented fibers. For example, the
unpigmented fibers represent a certain percentage of the
totality of fibers in the light transmissive yarn, and the
colored fibers represent a remainder of the fibers in the
yarn. The unpigmented fibers are transparent, or at least
translucent, and can transmit light through the fibers
(e.g., via total internal reflection) and emit the light to-
wards the passengers in the cabin. The colored fibers
may be opaque, or at least have a reduced visible light
transmittance compared to the unpigmented fibers. Due
to the unpigmented fibers in the yarn, the pile 118 is at
least partially translucent, such that some of the light un-
derneath the carpet 104 is transmitted across the pile
118 within individual unpigmented fibers. The illuminated
unpigmented fibers provide at least some of the light that
is visible to the people in the cabin. Additional visible light
may be transmitted between adjacent tufts, loops, or
strands of the pile 118. Thus, some of the light emitted
from the floor panel 102 that impinges upon the carpet
104 may be transmitted across the pile 118 within indi-
vidual unpigmented fibers in the light transmissive yarn,
and other light may be transmitted across the pile 118
through air gaps between strands, tufts, or loops of the
pile 118.
[0037] Optionally, the carpet 104 may include a pattern
and/or insignia, such as one or more logos or other such
graphics. The light sources 112 in the floor panel 102
may be configured to accentuate the pattern and/or in-
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signia of the carpet 104, such as a backlighting effect in
which flames, rays, or the like appear to be emanating
from a logo.
[0038] The carpet 104 may be secured to the cover
sheet 106 of the floor panel 102 via an adhesive, fasten-
ers, and/or the like. The adhesive can be transparent, or
at least translucent, to reduce attenuation and distortion
of the light emitted across the interface between the floor
panel 102 and the carpet 104.
[0039] As described above, the floor panel 102 may
represent a portion of the floor of the interior cabin of the
aircraft 10 (shown in Figure 1). The floor panel 102 may
be suspended across a cargo hold or bay, such that the
base sheet 110 at the bottom 116 of the floor panel 102
may represent a ceiling of the cargo hold. A plurality of
the floor panels, such as floor panel 102, and the carpet
104 may provide a floor section within a zone (such as
a first, business or economy class zone) within the interior
cabin 30 (shown in Figure 2A) of the aircraft 10.
[0040] A controller 130 is associated with the floor pan-
el 102. In particular, the controller 130 is in communica-
tion with the light sources 112, such as through one or
more wired or wireless connections, and is configured to
control operation of the light sources 112. In operation,
the controller 130 controls the light sources 112 to emit
light to provide a desired lighting effect onto the light
transmissive carpet 104. The light emitted from the light
sources 112 passes through the cover sheet 106 of the
floor panel 102 and the backing structure 120 of the car-
pet 104 onto the pile 118, thereby providing a lighting
effect that is viewable by individuals within the interior
cabin of the vehicle.
[0041] The controller 130 can be remote from the floor
panel 102, and is configured to wirelessly communicate
with the light sources 112. For example, the controller
130 may be secured to various other structures (such as
a ceiling, strongback, monument, or the like) within the
interior cabin of the aircraft 10. The controller 130 can be
incorporated within the floor panel 102, such as on a cir-
cuit board disposed between the cover sheet 106 and
the core layer 108 or mounted directly onto an underside
126 of the cover sheet 106 that faces the core layer 108.
The controller 130 optionally may be associated with a
plurality of the floor panels 102. Thus, the controller 130
may be mechanically mounted to one floor panel 102,
and configured to control the light sources 112 of multiple
floor panels such as floor panel 102 (including other floor
panels remote from the controller 130).
[0042] The controller 130 is and/or includes one or
more processors that are configured to control operations
of the light sources 112, such as to control the timing,
color, and intensity of the lighting effects emitted from
the light sources 112. The controller 130 may control the
operations of the light sources 112 based on designated
sets of instructions. The controller 130 may be a micro-
controller. The carpet display system 100 may include
multiple controllers 130 that are configured to control the
light sources 112 of different floor panels 102.

[0043] The controller 130 is configured to execute a
set of instructions stored in one or more data storage
units or elements (such as one or more memories includ-
ed within or connected to the controller 130). The data
storage units may also store data or other information as
desired or needed. The data storage units may be in the
form of an information source or a physical memory el-
ement within a processing machine.
[0044] The set of instructions may include various com-
mands that instruct the controller 130 as a processing
machine to perform specific operations such as the meth-
ods and processes of the various examples of the subject
matter described herein. The set of instructions may be
in the form of a software program. The software may be
in various forms such as system software or application
software. Further, the software may be in the form of a
collection of separate programs, a program subset within
a larger program, or a portion of a program. The software
may also include modular programming in the form of
object-oriented programming. The processing of input
data by the processing machine may be in response to
user commands, or in response to results of previous
processing, or in response to a request made by another
processing machine.
[0045] The floor panel 102 is electrically connected to
an electrical power source 132. For example, each floor
panel 102 may include at least one electrical plug con-
nector that couples to a mating electrical connector or a
power outlet within the interior cabin. A first floor panel
102 can be directly connected to a power outlet in the
interior cabin, and other floor panels are connected di-
rectly or indirectly to that first floor panel 102 (such as
through a daisy chain). Thus, the electrical power source
132 that supplies electrical power to the first floor panel
102 is the outlet, and the electrical power sources 132
that supply electrical power to the other floor panels may
be other floor panels in the daisy chain. The outlet within
the interior cabin may be an outlet of the electrical signal
distribution system 200 (shown in Figures 2A and 2B).
The electrical plug connector of the floor panel 102 may
be configured to provide both electrical power and elec-
trical data signals (e.g., control signals) to the light sourc-
es 112. Thus, electrical power from the electrical power
source 132 and data from the remote controller 130 may
be conveyed via the electrical connector and a wired con-
nection to the light sources 112. Alternatively a wireless
network connection can be configured to provide at least
one of the data signals and/or the electrical power wire-
lessly to the light sources 112, without the use of a wired
connection.
[0046] Figure 4 is a top perspective view of the carpet
display system 100 in an assembled state showing the
light transmissive carpet 104 on the composite floor panel
102.. As described above, the carpet display system 100
is configured to provide lighting effects onto the carpet
104 that are viewable by individuals proximate to the car-
pet display system 100, such as people walking on or
near the carpet display system 100 or looking down at
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the carpet display system 100 from a vantage point above
the carpet display system 100. The lighting effects can
be used for advertising, pure aesthetics, wayfinding, or
to provide other information. The lighting effects may in-
clude various static and/or dynamic insignia produced by
the light sources 112 (shown in Figure 3) of the composite
floor panel 102. The insignia can include multiple arrows
194 and a row marker 196. The row marker 196 indicates
"Row E." The arrows 194 and the row marker 196 in the
figure provide wayfinding to a passenger of the vehicle.
For example, the passenger may have a ticket for a seat
in the row marked "E," and the arrows 194 and row marker
196 are provided to lead the passenger to the correct
row in the vehicle. It is recognized that the arrows 194
and the row marker 196 are not permanent insignia in
the carpet 104, but rather are lighting effects produced
by the light sources 112 of the floor panel 102 underneath
the carpet 104. The arrows 194 may be static or dynamic,
such that the arrows 194 may be configured to move
relative to the carpet 104. For other passengers with
seats in other rows, the carpet display system 100 may
be configured to modify the positions and locations of
arrows, and the positions and text of row markers to direct
those passengers to their associated seats. The carpet
display system 100 may provide wayfinding by using dif-
ferent insignia, such as showing a path of foot prints in
the carpet 104 or the like.
[0047] Figure 5 illustrates a lateral perspective view of
a row of seats 700 within an interior cabin 702 of a vehicle
704 according to the present disclosure. The interior cab-
in 702 may include an electrical signal distribution system
200 mounted to a floor 705 of the interior cabin 702. As
shown, the electrical signal distribution system 200 ex-
tends along a length of the interior cabin 702. The elec-
trical signal distribution system 200 may extend generally
parallel with a central longitudinal axis 710 of the interior
cabin 702, or at least a portion thereof. Optionally one or
more electrical signal distribution systems may be orient-
ed transverse to the central longitudinal axis 710.
[0048] The electrical signal distribution system 200 in-
cludes multiple outlets 210 spaced apart along the length
of the electrical distribution system 200. The electrical
signal distribution systems 200 replace wiring and bun-
dles traditionally used to connect electrical devices to
power and data sources. The regularly-spaced outlets
210 on the electrical signal distribution system 200 allow
for quick and easy connection to various electrical devic-
es throughout the interior cabin 702.
[0049] The floor panel 102 may be coupled to an outlet
210 of the electrical signal distribution system 200. For
example, the controller 130 (shown in Figure 3) associ-
ated with the floor panel 102 may receive data and power
signals, via a wired connection 712 with the electrical
signal distribution system 200. In the figure, three floor
panels 102a, 102b, 103c are electrically connected to
the electrical signal distribution system 200. The floor
panels 102b and 102c are each directly connected to a
corresponding outlet 210 of the electrical signal distribu-

tion system 200. The floor panel 102a is adjacent to the
floor panel 102b. The floor panel 102a is directly con-
nected to the floor panel 102b and indirectly connected
to the electrical signal distribution system 200 via the
floor panel 102b. The floor panels 102a and 102b form
a daisy chain. The floor panel 102a receives power and
data signals from the floor panel 102b, without connect-
ing directly to an outlet 210. Additional floor panels may
be connected to the floor panels 102a, 102b in the daisy
chain. Furthermore, one or more floor panels may be
connected to the floor panel 102c, without connecting
directly to an outlet 210, to define another daisy chain.
[0050] Although not shown in Figure 5, the light trans-
missive carpet 104 (shown in Figure 3) can be overlaid
on top of the luminous composite floor panels 102 to de-
fine the carpet display system 100 (Figure 3) for present-
ing customized lighting effects to passengers in the inte-
rior cabin 702.
[0051] Figure 6 is an exploded cross-sectional view of
the luminous composite floor panel 102. The layers of
the composite floor panel 102 are shown spaced apart
vertically from one another for descriptive purposes. The
light sources 112 in the figure are located on an illumi-
nation layer 302 that is between the cover sheet 106 and
the core layer 108. The illumination layer 302 includes
one or more substrates 304 on which the light sources
112 are mounted. The illumination layer 302 may include
or represent one or more circuit boards or strips. Each
substrate 304 may be rigid or flexible. For example, the
illumination layer 302 may represent one or more rigid
circuit boards or one or more flex circuit strips. The sub-
strate 304 further includes conductive elements 306,
such as electrical traces, wires, switches, and the like,
that are mounted on, embedded in, or encased within
the substrate 304. The conductive elements 306 provide
electrical power (e.g., electric current) to the light sources
112). The light sources 112 are mounted and/or embed-
ded on an upper surface 308 of the substrate 304, and
optionally may protrude beyond the upper surface 308.
As described above, the light sources 112 may be LEDs
or OLEDs. Although not shown, the illumination layer 302
may include one or more additional components, such
as capacitors, resistors, transistors, processors (e.g., the
controller 130 shown in Figure 3), heat sinks, and the
like, that are mounted to the substrate 304.
[0052] Optionally, the illumination layer 302 includes
an incorporated electrical edge connector 310 that ex-
tends from the substrate 304. The edge connector 310
is electrically connected to the conductive elements 306
via a cable or wire 312, and is used to releasably elec-
trically connect the floor panel 102 with the electrical pow-
er source 132 (shown in Figure 3). The electrical power
source 132 for the illustrated floor panel 102 may be an-
other floor panel 102, the electrical signal distribution sys-
tem 200 (shown in Figure 5), or another power source.
[0053] Figure 7 is a top-down view of the illumination
layer 302.. The illumination layer 302 in the figure in-
cludes a single rectangular substrate 304, and the light
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sources 112 are arranged in a matrix pattern or array on
the substrate 304. For example, the light sources 112
are spaced apart from one another and arranged in col-
umns 320 and rows 322. The controller 130 (shown in
Figure 3) may be configured to control the operation of
the light sources 112 individually to provide the designat-
ed lighting effects, such as to spell words, display logos,
and provide dynamic graphics (e.g., moving arrows and
the like).
[0054] Figure 8 is a top-down view of the illumination
layer 302. The illumination layer 302 in the figure includes
multiple strips 324 of substrates 304 spaced apart from
one another and arranged in parallel to each other. In
the spaces 326 between the strips 324, the core layer
108 may engage the cover sheet 106 directly when the
floor panel 102 is assembled. Each strip 324 includes
multiple light sources 112 arranged in a single row 322,
but the light sources 112 may be arranged in multiple
rows 322 on each strip 324. The light sources 112 on
each strip 324 may be controlled by a different corre-
sponding controller 130, or alternatively, by a single mas-
ter controller 130, in order to provide the designated light-
ing effects.
[0055] Referring now back to Figure 6, the core layer
108 includes a plurality of honeycomb cells 330 bonded
to one another. The honeycomb cells 330 are composed
of a composite material, such as carbon fiber, a ceramic
composite, or a metal composite. The metal composite
may be titanium and aluminum. The carbon fiber material
may include one or more of a meta-aramid synthetic fiber
composite such as Nomex® (a registered trademark of
DuPont), a para-aramid synthetic fiber composite such
as Kevlar® (a registered trademark of DuPont), or the
like. The honeycomb cells 330 may be held together via
an adhesive. The honeycomb cells 330 are hollow and
provide a core layer 108 with a high strength-to-weight
ratio.
[0056] The cover sheet 106 and the base sheet 110
are composed of a composite laminate material and/or
fiberglass. The composite laminate material may include
one or more layers of carbon-fiber reinforced plastic
(CFRP), which is referred to herein as "graphite." The
graphite laminate material may include layers of titanium
foil, foils of other metals, fiberglass, Nomex, Kevlar,
and/or the like. In the figure, the cover sheet 106 and the
base sheet 110 are both composed of graphite. The
graphite material is opaque.
[0057] The cover sheet 106 can include one or more
light transmissive regions 332 that are configured to allow
light through the cover sheet 106 between the underside
126 and a user-facing side 334 that is opposite from the
underside 126. The one or more light transmissive re-
gions 332 make the cover sheet 106 light permeable to
allow light from the light sources 112 to penetrate the
cover sheet 106 and impinge upon the light transmissive
carpet 104 (shown in Figure 3). The cover sheet 106 can
be formed of an opaque material, and the cover sheet
106 includes multiple holes 336 therethrough that repre-

sent the light transmissive regions 332. Each hole 336
extends fully through the cover sheet 106 between the
user-facing side 334 and the underside 126. Each of the
holes 336 may be aligned with an individual one of the
light sources 112 on the illumination layer 302 when the
floor panel 102 is assembled. For example, each light
source 112 optionally may extend at least partially into
the corresponding hole 336 when the illumination layer
302 is bonded to the underside 126 of the cover sheet
106. The light emitted from a corresponding light source
112 travels through the corresponding hole 336 across
the thickness of the cover sheet 106 to provide the lighting
effects on the carpet 104 above the floor panel 102. Other
arrangements are possible. For example, the light trans-
missive regions 332 may comprise a uniform sheet void
of the holes 336.
[0058] The cover sheet 106 can be translucent, such
that an entire area of the cover sheet 106 defines a light
transmissive region that allows light through the cover
sheet 106. For example, the cover sheet 106 may be
composed of fiberglass or another translucent composite
material. The translucent cover sheet 106 may be a uni-
form sheet, void of the holes 336 shown in Figure 6.
[0059] Figure 9 is an exploded cross-sectional view of
the luminous composite floor panel 102. The floor panel
102 in the figure differs from the floor panel 102 shown
in Figures 6-8 in that the floor panel 102 in Figure 9 does
not include a discrete illumination layer that is separate
from the cover sheet 106. Instead, the light sources 112
are mounted directly to the underside 126 of the cover
sheet 106. The cover sheet 106 defines a substrate that
supports and holds the light sources 112. The cover sheet
106 also includes the conductive elements 306 that con-
vey electrical power and data (e.g., control signals) to
the light sources 112. The conductive elements 306 are
mounted to, embedded in, or encased within the cover
sheet 106. Although the light sources 112 are mounted
directly to the cover sheet 106, the light sources 112 are
located below the user-facing side 334 of the cover sheet
106. The light sources 112 and the conductive elements
306 are spaced apart from the user-facing side 334 by
an intervening portion of the cover sheet 106, which pro-
tects the light sources 112 and the conductive elements
306 from impact forces and loads, such as high-heeled
shoes and dropped luggage.
[0060] The light sources 112 can be embedded in the
cover sheet 106 along the underside 126. The core layer
108 may include notches 340, or cut-out sections, along
a top side 342 thereof. The notches 340 align with the
light sources 112 and are configured to receive the light
sources 112 therein when the core layer 108 is bonded
to the underside 126 of the cover sheet 106. The light
sources 112 may be fully enclosed or encased within the
thickness of the cover sheet 106. The underside 126 of
the cover sheet 106 and the top side 342 of the core layer
108 may both be planar (e.g., the core layer 108 lacks
notches).
[0061] The cover sheet 106 can be transparent or at
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least translucent. The light sources 112 are configured
to emit light into the cover sheet 106, and at least some
of the light is transmitted through the cover sheet 106
and emitted from the user-facing side 334. For example,
the cover sheet 106 may be formed of fiberglass or an-
other light-transmitting material. The cover sheet 106 can
be solid and lacks holes (e.g., does not include the holes
336 shown in Figure 6). The base sheet 110 optionally
may be formed of graphite, fiberglass, or the like.
[0062] Figure 10 is a flow chart of a method 400 of
producing a luminous composite floor panel.. The lumi-
nous composite floor panel produced by the method 400
may be installed within an interior cabin of a vehicle. The
method 400 may produce the luminous composite floor
panel 102 shown in Figures 3-9. At 402, a light permeable
cover sheet is formed, such that light is allowed to through
cover sheet. The cover sheet has a thickness that ex-
tends between a user-facing side and an underside that
is opposite from the user-facing side. The cover sheet
may be formed of a transparent, or at least translucent
material, so light can be refracted into the cover sheet at
the underside and at least some of the light is emitted
from the user-facing side. The transparent or translucent
material may be fiberglass or the like. Alternatively, the
cover sheet may be composed of an opaque material,
such as graphite. The opaque material absorbs light with-
out transmitting the light, so the cover sheet is made light
permeable by forming holes in the cover sheet that ex-
tend through the thickness of the cover sheet between
the user-facing side and the underside. The holes may
be filled by air or a translucent solid material, such that
light can be transmitted across the cover sheet through
the holes.
[0063] At 404, a core layer and a base sheet are pro-
vided below the underside of the cover sheet. The core
layer is disposed between the cover sheet and the base
sheet. The base sheet is a rigid panel that may be formed
of graphite, fiberglass, a metal, or another type polymer
composite material. The base sheet can be formed of
graphite. The core layer includes a plurality of honey-
comb cells that are bonded to one another. The honey-
comb cells may be hollow, or at least partially hollow, and
formed of carbon fiber, glass fiber, aluminum fiber, ara-
mid fiber, or another composite material.
[0064] At 406, light sources are provided between the
user-facing side of the cover sheet and the core layer.
The light sources are disposed below the user-facing side
of the cover sheet and are protected from impact forces
and structural loads by at least a portion of the cover
sheet disposed between the light sources and the user-
facing side. At 408, the light sources are mounted directly
to the cover sheet. For example, the cover sheet may
function as a substrate that holds the light sources and
conductive elements, such as electrical traces and/or
wires, which are used to convey electrical power and
control signals to the light sources. The light sources may
be mounted along the underside of the cover sheet that
faces the honeycomb cells of the core layer. Alternatively,

the light sources may be mounted within the thickness
of the cover sheet between the user-facing side and the
underside. When the cover sheet is opaque and includes
multiple holes therethrough, the light sources are mount-
ed to the cover sheet to align with the holes in the cover
sheet.
[0065] At 410, as an alternative to mounting the light
sources directly to the cover sheet at 408, the light sourc-
es may be mounted on one or more substrates that are
discrete from the cover sheet. The light sources and the
one or more substrates define an illumination layer dis-
posed between the cover sheet and the core layer. The
one or more substrates may be rigid or flexible, such as
a rigid printed circuit board or a flex circuit strip. The one
or more substrates include conductive elements, like
electrical traces and/or wires, which convey electrical
power and control signals to the light sources.
[0066] At 412, regardless of whether the light sources
are mounted directly to the cover sheet or directly to the
one or more substrates in the discrete illumination layer,
the layers of the luminous composite floor panel are se-
cured together in the stack configuration. For example,
the honeycomb cells of the core layer and the light sourc-
es are sandwiched between the cover sheet and the base
sheet. The layers may be secured together via the use
of adhesives. The adhesive may be transparent, or at
least translucent. Optionally, after the adhesives are ap-
plied between adjacent layers, the layers are heated to
cure the adhesives and bond the layers together. Once
the floor panel is completed, the floor panel may be in-
stalled in an interior cabin of a vehicle, such as an aircraft
or a rail vehicle.
[0067] Figure 11 illustrates a strand 500 of the light
transmissive yarn 502 of the light transmissive carpet
104 (shown in Figure 3). The pile 118 (Figure 3) of the
light transmissive carpet 104 is made up of numerous
(e.g., thousands) of strands like the strand 500. The light
transmissive yarn 502 includes a fiber blend of both color-
ed fibers 504 and unpigmented fibers 506. The colored
fibers 504 have color, and are generally opaque. The
colored fibers 504 may have the same or different colors
as other colored fibers 504 in the carpet 104. The colored
fibers 504 provide the aesthetic visible color of the carpet
104 to an observer. For example, a grey carpet 104 has
colored fibers 504 of one or more shades of grey. The
colored fibers 504 may be colored by exposing the fibers
504 to a colorant, such as a dye, ink, pigment, or sub-
stance. For example, wool fibers may be dyed. In another
example, nylon fibers may be extruded with a pigment.
Since the colored fibers 504 are opaque, the light that
impinges on the colored fibers 504 is generally absorbed
or reflected without the light being emitted from the color-
ed fibers 504.
[0068] The unpigmented fibers 506 are transparent, or
at least translucent, and are configured to transmit light
through the fibers 506 and emit the light from the fibers
506. The unpigmented fibers 506 may have no pigment,
but the unpigmented fibers 506 alternatively may include
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a trace amount of pigment. For example, the unpigment-
ed fibers 506 may have a pigmentation content of less
than ten percent, which means that less than ten percent
of the total surface area of each unpigmented fibers 506
is covered by a pigment, dye, ink, or other colored sub-
stance. The unpigmented fibers 506 have a greater light
transmittance property than the colored fibers 504.
Therefore, the unpigmented fibers 506 in the yarn 502
can transmit light through the fibers 506 (e.g., via total
internal reflection) better than the colored fibers 504.
Since the unpigmented fibers 506 are transparent or
translucent, the unpigmented fibers 506 do not contribute
to the aesthetic visible color of the light transmissive car-
pet 104, which is provided by the colored fibers 504. The
unpigmented fibers 506 make the pile 118 of the carpet
104 at least partially translucent, such that some of the
light emitted from the luminous composite floor panel 102
(or other light sources underneath the carpet 104) trans-
mits across the pile 118 within the indiviual unpigmented
fibers 506.
[0069] The unpigmented fibers 506 are twisted and/or
woven with the colored fibers 504 to form the light trans-
missive yarn 502. The unpigmented fibers 506 represent
a certain percentage of the totality of fibers in the fiber
blend of the light transmissive yarn 502. For example,
the unpigmented fibers 506 may comprise or make up
approximately 5 to 50 percent of the totality of fibers in
the fiber blend. Optionally, the unpigmented fibers 506
may comprise approximately 15 to 30 percent of the to-
tality of fibers in the fiber blend. The colored fibers 504
may represent a remainder of the fibers in the yarn 502.
Thus, the colored fibers 504 may comprise approximately
50 to 95 percent of the fibers in the fiber blend, such as
approximately 70 to 85 percent The strand 500 can in-
clude four fibers that are twisted around one another,
with one unpigmented fiber 506 and three colored fibers
504. The fiber blend can be 25 percent unpigmented fib-
ers 506 and 75 percent colored fibers 504. The illustrated
strand 500 is merely an example, and the strands in the
light transmissive carpet 104 may include more than four
fibers and more or less than 25 percent unpigmented
fibers. For example, each strand 500 may include tens,
hundreds, or even thousands of individual fibers.
[0070] The fibers 504, 506 in the fiber blend may be
made of synthetic polymers, such as nylon, propylene,
acrylic, or polyester. Alternatively, the fibers 504, 506
may be composed of wool or cotton. The unpigmented
fibers 506 may be composed of nylon.
[0071] Figure 12 is a lateral view of a close-up portion
of the light transmissive carpet 104 according to the
present disclosure. The pile 118 includes many strands
500 of the light transmissive yarn 502. The strands 500
may be arranged as tufts or may be woven. The strands
500 of the pile 118 include translucent yarn strands 602
(also referred to herein as translucent strands 602). Op-
tionally, the pile 118 may also include at least some non-
translucent, opaque yarn strands 622 (also referred to
herein as opaque strands 622) arranged around the

translucent strands 602. The opaque strands 622 are
formed of a yarn that includes colored fibers only, such
that the yarn lacks translucent, unpigmented fibers. Thus,
the opaque strands 622 may be conventional carpet
strands that are not configured to transmit light through
the fibers of the yarn. The carpet 104 may only include
the translucent strands 602 formed of the light transmis-
sive yarn (and does not include any opaque strands 622),
although it is recognized that the translucent strands 602
include colored, opaque fibers.
[0072] The backing structure 120 of the carpet 104 can
include a primary backing layer 604 and a secondary
backing layer 606 that is mounted to the primary backing
layer 604 via an adhesive 608. The secondary backing
layer 606 defines a bottom surface 618 of the light trans-
missive carpet 104. The secondary backing layer 606
and adhesive 608 are optional, and the primary backing
layer 604 may represent the entire backing structure 120.
[0073] The primary backing layer 604 is disposed be-
tween the pile 118 and the secondary backing layer 606.
The primary backing layer 604 includes a top surface 610
and a bottom surface 612 that is opposite from the top
surface 610. The translucent and opaque strands 602,
622 (e.g., collectively the strands 500) penetrate the pri-
mary backing layer 604. For example, the strands 602,
622 include fixed segments 614 that extend at least par-
tially through the primary backing layer 604, and free seg-
ments 616 that protrude beyond the top surface 610 of
the primary backing layer 604. Each free segment 616
may be cantilevered, as shown, or attached to another
free segment 616 to define a closed loop or the like. The
fixed segments 614 of the strands 602, 622 can extend
fully through the primary backing layer 604 such that the
strands 602, 622 engage the adhesive 608 below the
bottom surface 612. The adhesive 608 secures the pri-
mary and secondary backing layers 604, 606 together,
and also may secure the strands 602, 622 in place. The
strands 602, 622 optionally may be woven into the pri-
mary backing layer 604.
[0074] The backing structure 120 is at least partially
light permeable to allow light that impinges on the bottom
surface 618 to penetrate the backing structure 120 and
reach the strands 602, 622 in the pile 118. For example,
the secondary backing layer 606 and the adhesive 608
may be transparent, or at least translucent. Alternatively,
the secondary backing layer 606 is opaque, but defines
multiple channels or holes therethrough to allow light
through the secondary backing layer 606. At least some
of the light that is received in the adhesive 608 (after
passing beyond the secondary backing layer 606) can
impinge upon the unpigmented fibers 506 (shown in Fig-
ure 11) in the fixed segments 614 of the translucent
strands 602. The light may refract into the unpigmented
fibers 506 below the primary backing layer 604, and may
be transmitted through the unpigmented fibers 506
across the thickness of the primary backing layer 604
into the free segments 616 of the translucent strands 602
above the top surface 610 of the primary backing layer
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604. The light may be emitted from the unpigmented fib-
ers 506 along the free segments 616, which illuminates
the translucent strands 602 of the pile 118 to observers
above the carpet 104.
[0075] Since light is transmitted through the unpig-
mented fibers 506 in the translucent strands 602 of the
pile 118, such light is not conveyed within the primary
backing layer 604. The primary backing layer 604 may
be transparent, or at least translucent, to allow additional
light to be transmitted within the primary backing layer
604, such as light that impinges on the primary backing
layer 604 in gaps 621 between adjacent fixed segments
614 of the strands 602, 622. Alternatively, the primary
backing layer 604 may be generally opaque, such that
most, if not all, light visible to people above the carpet
104 is transmitted through the unpigmented fibers 506
in the translucent strands 602 of the pile 118.
[0076] Figure 13 is a flow chart of a method 800 of
producing a light transmissive carpet for an interior cabin
of a vehicle according to the present disclosure. The light
transmissive carpet produced by the method 800 may
be the light transmissive carpet 104 shown in Figures 3,
10, and 11. At 802, a light transmissive yarn is formed.
The light transmissive yarn includes a fiber blend of color-
ed fibers and unpigmented fibers that are interspersed
in the yarn. The unpigmented fibers are transparent, or
at least translucent, and transmit light therethrough at a
greater visible light transmittance than the colored fibers.
The colored fibers are more opaque than the unpigment-
ed fibers. The yarn may be formed by adding a colorant
to some fibers but not all of the fibers. For example, the
fibers may be nylon, and may be produced via extrusion.
The colored fibers may be formed by extruding the fibers
with a pigment, while the unpigmented fibers are extrud-
ed without any pigment (or only trace amounts of pig-
ment). The fiber blend is made by twisting or weaving
the colored fibers with the unpigmented fibers. The fiber
blend may include a designated ratio or range of colored
fibers to unpigmented fibers. For example, the unpig-
mented fibers may make up approximately 5 to 50 per-
cent of the totality of fibers in the yarn, and the colored
fibers may make up the remainder of the fibers in the
yarn. Optionally, the unpigmented fibers may make up
approximately 15 to 30 percent of the totality of fibers,
such as 20 or 25 percent.
[0077] At 804, a light-permeable backing structure is
formed for the carpet. The backing structure includes a
primary backing layer, and may also include a secondary
backing layer secured to the primary backing layer via
an adhesive. The backing structure is formed to allow
light across the backing structure by making the backing
structure translucent or by forming holes or channels in
the backing structure.
[0078] At 806, strands of the light transmissive yarn
are attached to the backing structure so the strands de-
fine a carpet pile. The strands penetrate through at least
a portion of the primary backing layer and protrude be-
yond a top side of the primary backing layer. The strands

are attached to the backing structure in a way that allows
light from under a bottom side of the backing structure
to penetrate the backing structure and impinge upon the
strands of the light transmissive yarn. Thus, an optical,
light-transmissive pathway is formed between the bottom
side of the backing structure and the strands in the pile.
For example, light transmitted through the holes in the
backing structure and/or through the translucent material
of the backing structure can impinge upon fixed seg-
ments of the strands embedded within the backing struc-
ture. The light may impinge upon the strands within the
primary backing layer and/or the adhesive between the
primary and secondary backing layers. At least some of
the light that engages the strands is refracted into the
unpigmented fibers of the light transmissive yarn and is
transmitted (via total internal reflection) through the un-
pigmented fibers. The light may be emitted from the un-
pigmented fibers along free segments of the strands that
protrude above the top side of the backing structure. The
light emitted from the free segments of the strands illu-
minates the pile. Thus, lighting effects can be conveyed
through the carpet within the light transmissive yarn of
the pile itself.
[0079] Figure 14 is a flow chart of a method 900 for
installing a carpet display system within an interior cabin
of a vehicle. The vehicle may be an aircraft, a rail vehicle,
or a different type of passenger vehicle. The carpet dis-
play system includes one or more luminous composite
floor panels and a light transmissive carpet. The luminous
composite floor panel may be one or more the luminous
composite floor panel 102 shown in Figures 3-9. The light
transmissive carpet may be the light transmissive carpet
104 shown in Figures 3, 4, 11, and 12.
[0080] At 902, a luminous composite floor panel is in-
stalled in an interior cabin of a vehicle, such as an aircraft
or a rail vehicle. Optionally, multiple luminous composite
floor panels are produced and installed side-by-side in
the cabin to define a floor in the vehicle. Optionally, the
floor panels may represent all or a portion of an entryway
or an aisle in the cabin.
[0081] At 904, the luminous composite floor panel is
electrically connected to an electrical power source. The
electrical connection may provide both electrical power
and control signals (e.g., data) to the light sources on the
floor panel. The electrical power source may be an elec-
trical signal distribution system that is elongated along a
length of the cabin. Optionally, some of the floor panels
may be electrically connected to each other in a daisy
chain, so the direct electrical power source for some floor
panels may be other floor panels. For example, a first
floor panel may be directly connected to an outlet of an
electrical signal distribution system, and a second floor
panel is indirectly connected to the outlet via the first floor
panel.
[0082] At 906, a light transmissive carpet is installed
in the interior cabin of the vehicle on top of the luminous
composite floor panel(s). The carpet may be installed on
each luminous composite floor panel using a translucent
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adhesive that does not significantly diffuse the light emit-
ted from the floor panels towards the carpet.
[0083] After the luminous composite floor panels are
installed and electrically connected, and the light trans-
missive carpet is installed on the floor panels, the carpet
display system may be operational. During operation, the
luminous composite floor panels can be operated to pro-
vide static and/or dynamic lighting effects. The lighting
effects penetrate across the cover sheet and through the
light transmissive carpet. The lighting effects are visible
to passengers and staff in the interior cabin of the vehicle.
Since the light sources are disposed within the floor panel
(e.g., underneath a rigid cover sheet), there is no risk of
damage to the light sources from structural loads and
impact forces exerted on the light transmissive carpet.
The light emitted from the floor panels is configured to
be transmitted across a thickness of the light transmis-
sive carpet to provide lighting effects on and/or above
the user-facing side of the pile of the carpet.
[0084] As described above, the present disclosure pro-
vides systems and methods for selectively adapting a
carpet aesthetic within an aircraft without the need for
replacing an existing carpet therein. The systems and
methods efficiently and effectively incorporate light-
transmissive carpet within an interior cabin of a vehicle,
such as an aircraft.
[0085] While various spatial and directional terms,
such as top, bottom, lower, mid, lateral, horizontal, ver-
tical, front and the like may be used to describe the
present disclosure, it is understood that such terms are
merely used with respect to the orientations shown in the
drawings. The orientations may be inverted, rotated, or
otherwise changed, such that an upper portion is a lower
portion, and vice versa, horizontal becomes vertical, and
the like.
[0086] As used herein, a structure, limitation, or ele-
ment that is "configured to" perform a task or operation
is particularly structurally formed, constructed, or adapt-
ed in a manner corresponding to the task or operation.
For purposes of clarity and the avoidance of doubt, an
object that is merely capable of being modified to perform
the task or operation is not "configured to" perform the
task or operation as used herein.
[0087] As used herein, a material or component de-
scribed using the terms "transparent" or "translucent"
means that light can be transmitted through the material
and emitted from another side of the material. The term
"transparent" indicates a greater amount of light trans-
mittance than the term "translucent," such that a trans-
parent material will have less light distortion, diffusion,
and/or attenuation than a translucent material. In this dis-
closure, the use of the term "translucent" to describe a
material or component is not intended, unless explicitly
stated, to exclude that the material may also be trans-
parent. For example, a material or component described
as "translucent" means that the material or component
is at least translucent, and may also be (but does not
have to be) transparent.

[0088] It is to be understood that the processing or con-
trol devices described herein, such as the controller 130,
may represent circuits, circuitry, or portions thereof that
may be implemented as hardware with associated in-
structions (e.g., software stored on a tangible and non-
transitory computer readable storage medium, such as
a computer hard drive, ROM, RAM, or the like) that per-
form the operations described herein. The hardware may
include state machine circuitry hardwired to perform the
functions described herein. Optionally, the hardware may
include electronic circuits that include and/or are con-
nected to one or more logic-based devices, such as mi-
croprocessors, processors, controllers, or the like. Op-
tionally, the processing devices may represent process-
ing circuitry such as one or more of a field programmable
gate array (FPGA), application specific integrated circuit
(ASIC), microprocessor(s), and/or the like. The circuits
in various examples may be configured to execute one
or more algorithms to perform functions described herein.
The one or more algorithms may include aspects of ex-
amples disclosed herein, whether or not expressly iden-
tified in a flowchart or a method.
[0089] As used herein, the terms "software" and
"firmware" are interchangeable, and include any compu-
ter program stored in a data storage unit (for example,
one or more memories) for execution by a computer, in-
cluding RAM memory, ROM memory, EPROM memory,
EEPROM memory, and non-volatile RAM (NVRAM)
memory. The above data storage unit types are exem-
plary only, and are thus not limiting as to the types of
memory usable for storage of a computer program.
[0090] As used herein, the term "controller," "control
unit," "central processing unit," "CPU," "computer," or the
like may include any processor-based or microproces-
sor-based system including systems using microcontrol-
lers, reduced instruction set computers (RISC), applica-
tion specific integrated circuits (ASICs), logic circuits, and
any other circuit or processor including hardware, soft-
ware, or a combination thereof capable of executing the
functions described herein. Such are exemplary only,
and are thus not intended to limit in any way the definition
and/or meaning of such terms.
[0091] Note: the following paragraphs describe further
aspects of the disclosure:

A1. A composite floor panel comprising:

a cover sheet having a user-facing side and an
underside that is opposite from the user-facing
side;

a base sheet below the underside of the cover
sheet;

a core layer comprising a plurality of honeycomb
cells bonded to one another, the core layer dis-
posed between the cover sheet and the base
sheet; and
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a plurality of light sources configured to emit light
through the cover sheet to provide lighting ef-
fects above the user-facing side of the cover
sheet, wherein the light sources are disposed
between the user-facing side of the cover sheet
and the core layer.

A2. The composite floor panel of A1, wherein the
cover sheet is translucent.

A3. The composite floor panel of A1 or A2, wherein
the cover sheet is opaque and includes a plurality of
holes that extend through the cover sheet between
the user-facing side and the underside, wherein each
of the holes is aligned with an individual one of the
light sources.

A4. The composite floor panel of any of A1 to A3,
wherein the light sources comprise light emitting di-
odes.

A5. The composite floor panel of any of A1 to A4
wherein the light sources are mounted to the cover
sheet along the underside, the cover sheet further
including conductive elements embedded therein
that are electrically connected to the light sources
for providing electric current to the light sources.

A6. The composite floor panel of any of A1 to A5
wherein the light sources are disposed on an illumi-
nation layer located between the cover sheet and
the core layer, the illumination layer including one or
more substrates on which the light sources and con-
ductive elements are mounted, the conductive ele-
ments providing electrical current to the light sourc-
es.

A7. The composite floor panel of any of A1 to A6
wherein the illumination layer includes a single rec-
tangular substrate and the light sources are arranged
in a matrix pattern on the substrate.

A8. The composite floor panel of any of A1 to A7,
wherein the illumination layer includes multiple strips
of substrates arranged in parallel to one another,
each strip including multiple light sources arranged
in one or more rows.

A9. The composite floor panel of any of A1 to A8
wherein the light sources are electrically connected
via conductive elements to an edge connector con-
figured to releasably electrically connect with an
electrical power source.

A10. The composite floor panel of any of A1 to A9
wherein the electrical power source is another com-
posite floor panel.

A11. A method comprising:

forming a light permeable cover sheet having a
user-facing side and an underside that is oppo-
site from the user-facing side;

providing a core layer and a base sheet below
the underside of the cover sheet such that the
core layer is between the cover sheet and the
base sheet, the core layer comprising a plurality
of honeycomb cells bonded to one another; and

providing a plurality of light sources between the
user-facing side of the cover sheet and the core
layer, the light sources positioned relative to the
cover sheet such that light emitted from the light
sources provides lighting effects above the user-
facing side of the cover sheet.

A12. The method of A11, wherein the providing a
plurality of light sources between the user-facing side
of the cover sheet and the core layer comprises
mounting the light sources directly to the cover sheet
along the underside and electrically connecting the
light sources to conductive elements embedded
within the cover sheet.

A13. The method of any of any of A11 to A12 wherein
the providing a plurality of light sources between the
user-facing side of the cover sheet and the core layer
comprises mounting the light sources on one or more
discrete substrates to define an illumination layer,
the method further including providing the illumina-
tion layer between the underside of the cover sheet
and the core layer.

A14. The method of any of A11 to A13 wherein the
cover sheet is opaque and the cover sheet is formed
to allow light therethrough by forming a plurality of
holes in the cover sheet, the holes extending fully
through the cover sheet between the user-facing
side and the underside, wherein the light sources
are positioned relative to the cover sheet such that
each of the holes is aligned with an individual one of
the light sources.

A15. The method of any of A11 to A14 wherein form-
ing the light permeable cover sheet includes forming
the cover sheet out of a translucent material to allow
light therethrough.

A16. A composite floor panel comprising:

a cover sheet having a user-facing side and an
underside that is opposite from the user-facing
side, the cover sheet composed of one or more
of graphite or fiberglass, the cover sheet includ-
ing one or more light transmissive regions con-
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figured to allow light through the cover sheet be-
tween the underside and the user-facing side;

a base sheet below the underside of the cover
sheet, the base sheet composed of graphite;

a core layer comprising a plurality of honeycomb
cells bonded to one another, the core layer dis-
posed between the cover sheet and the base
sheet; and

a plurality of light sources configured to emit light
through the one or more light transmissive re-
gions of the cover sheet to provide lighting ef-
fects above the user-facing side of the cover
sheet, wherein the light sources are disposed
between the user-facing side of the cover sheet
and the core layer.

A17. The composite floor panel of A16 wherein the
cover sheet is composed of graphite and is opaque,
the cover sheet including a plurality of holes that rep-
resent the one or more light transmissive regions,
the holes extending through the cover sheet between
the user-facing side and the underside, wherein each
of the holes is aligned with an individual one of the
light sources.

A18. The composite floor panel of any of A16 to A17
wherein the cover sheet is composed of fiberglass
and is translucent such that the cover sheet repre-
sents a single light transmissive region.

A19. The composite floor panel of any of A16 to A18
wherein the light sources are mounted one or more
of directly on the cover sheet along the underside or
directly on one or more substrates disposed between
the cover sheet and the core layer.

A20. The composite floor panel of any of A16 to A18,
wherein the honeycomb cells are composed of car-
bon fiber.

Claims

1. A composite floor panel (102) comprising:

a cover sheet (106) having a user-facing side
(334) and an underside (126) that is opposite
from the user-facing side;
a base sheet (110) below the underside of the
cover sheet;
a core layer (108) comprising a plurality of hon-
eycomb cells (330) bonded to one another, the
core layer disposed between the cover sheet
and the base sheet; and
a plurality of light sources (112) configured to

emit light through the cover sheet to provide
lighting effects above the user-facing side of the
cover sheet, wherein the light sources are dis-
posed between the user-facing side of the cover
sheet and the core layer.

2. The composite floor panel (102) of claim 1, wherein
the cover sheet (106) is translucent.

3. The composite floor panel (102) of claims 1 or 2,
wherein the cover sheet (106) is opaque and in-
cludes a plurality of holes (336) that extend through
the cover sheet between the user-facing side (334)
and the underside (126), wherein each of the holes
is aligned with an individual one of the light sources
(112).

4. The composite floor panel (102) of any of the pre-
ceding claims 1-3, wherein the light sources (112)
comprise light emitting diodes.

5. The composite floor panel (102) of any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the light sources (112) are
mounted to the cover sheet (106) along the under-
side (126), the cover sheet further including conduc-
tive elements (306) embedded therein that are elec-
trically connected to the light sources for providing
electric current to the light sources.

6. The composite floor panel (102) of any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the light sources (112) are
disposed on an illumination layer (302) located be-
tween the cover sheet (106) and the core layer (108),
the illumination layer including one or more sub-
strates (304) on which the light sources and conduc-
tive elements (306) are mounted, the conductive el-
ements providing electrical current to the light sourc-
es.

7. The composite floor panel (102) of claim 6, wherein
the illumination layer (302) includes a single rectan-
gular substrate (304) and the light sources (112) are
arranged in a matrix pattern on the substrate, or
wherein the illumination layer (302) includes multiple
strips (324) of substrates (304) arranged in parallel
to one another, each strip including multiple light
sources (112) arranged in one or more rows (322).

8. The composite floor panel (102) of any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the light sources (112) are
electrically connected via conductive elements (306)
to an edge connector (310) configured to releasably
electrically connect with an electrical power source
(132).

9. The composite floor panel (102) of any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the electrical power source
(132) is another composite floor panel (102).
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10. A method (800) comprising:

forming a light permeable cover sheet (106) hav-
ing a user-facing side (334) and an underside
(126) that is opposite from the user-facing side;
providing a core layer (108) and a base sheet
(110) below the underside of the cover sheet
such that the core layer is between the cover
sheet and the base sheet, the core layer com-
prising a plurality of honeycomb cells (330)
bonded to one another; and
providing a plurality of light sources (112) be-
tween the user-facing side of the cover sheet
and the core layer, the light sources positioned
relative to the cover sheet such that light emitted
from the light sources provides lighting effects
above the user-facing side of the cover sheet.

11. The method (800) of claim 10, wherein the providing
a plurality of light sources (112) between the user-
facing side (334) of the cover sheet (106) and the
core layer (108) comprises mounting the light sourc-
es directly to the cover sheet along the underside
(126) and electrically connecting the light sources to
conductive elements (306) embedded within the
cover sheet.

12. The method (800) of claims 10 or 11, wherein the
providing a plurality of light sources (112) between
the user-facing side (334) of the cover sheet (106)
and the core layer (108) comprises mounting the light
sources on one or more discrete substrates (304) to
define an illumination layer (302), the method further
including providing the illumination layer between
the underside (126) of the cover sheet and the core
layer.

13. The method (800) of claims 11 or 12, wherein the
cover sheet (106) is opaque and the cover sheet is
formed to allow light therethrough by forming a plu-
rality of holes (336) in the cover sheet, the holes ex-
tending fully through the cover sheet between the
user-facing side (334) and the underside (126),
wherein the light sources (112) are positioned rela-
tive to the cover sheet such that each of the holes is
aligned with an individual one of the light sources.

14. The method (800) of claims 11 or 12, wherein forming
the light permeable cover sheet (106) includes form-
ing the cover sheet out of a translucent material to
allow light therethrough.

15. An aircraft floor comprising a composite floor panel
according to any of the preceding claims 1-9.
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