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(54) CONTROLLER FOR A GAMES CONSOLE

(57) The invention provides an improved controller (10) for a games console. The invention is a games controller
(10) that is intended to be held by a user in both hands in the same manner as a conventional controller (1). Additionally,
the controller of the invention (10) may comprise the same controls (2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9) as a conventional controller
(1). The controller of the present invention (10) is advantageous as it additionally comprises four additional controls
(11A, 11B, 11C, 11D) located on the rear of the controller (10) in a position to be operated by the middle fingers of a
user (12). The additional controllers (11A, 11B, 11C, 11D) may be paddle levers and may replicate the functions of one
or more of the controls (2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9) located on the front or top of the controller (10).
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to games con-
soles, in particular to hand held controllers for games
consoles.

Background

[0002] Controllers for most current games consoles
are generally intended to be held and operated by the
user using both hands. A conventional controller will gen-
erally comprise a hard outer case with a plurality of con-
trols mounted about the controller. Typically the controls
include buttons, analogue control sticks, bumpers and
triggers. An example of a conventional controller is
shown in Figure 1.
[0003] As can be seen in Figure 1, all of the controls
are mounted on the front and top of the controller 1. Spe-
cifically, there are left and right analogue thumb sticks 2,
3 which normally control movement and are intended to
be operated by the user’s left and right thumbs respec-
tively. There are four buttons 4, located on a front right
portion of the controller 1, which normally control addi-
tional actions and are intended to be operated by the
user’s right thumb. There is a direction pad 5 located on
the lower portion of the front left of the controller 1. The
direction pad 5 is intended to be operated by the user’s
left thumb, typically either as an alternative to the left
thumb stick 2 or to provide additional actions. A left trigger
6, a right trigger 7, a left bumper 8 and a right bumper 9
are located on the front edge of the controller 1. The left
and right triggers 6, 7 are typically operated by a user’s
index fingers. The left and right bumpers 8, 9 may also
be operated by a user’s index fingers.
[0004] The only way to operate the four buttons 4 is
for a user to remove their right thumb from the right thumb
stick 3. This takes time and, in some games, can cause
the loss of control. This is a particular problem in games
where the right thumb stick 3 is used for aiming. A similar
problem may arise in games where the direction pad 5
provides additional actions and the user has to remove
their thumb from the left thumb stick 2 in order to operate
the direction pad 5.
[0005] In light of the above, there is a need for an im-
proved controller which removes the requirement for a
user to remove their thumb from the left or right thumb
stick 2, 3 in order to operate additional actions controlled
by the four buttons 4 and/or the direction pad 5.
[0006] The present invention seeks to overcome or at
least mitigate the problems of the prior art.

Summary

[0007] A first aspect of the present invention provides
a hand held controller for a games console comprising:

a outer case; and
a plurality of controls located on a front end and top
of the controller;
the controller being shaped to be held in both hands
of a user such that the user’s thumbs are positioned
to operate controls located on the top of the controller
and the user’s index fingers are positioned to operate
controls located on the front of the controller; wherein
the controller further comprises at least one addition-
al control located on a back of the controller in a
position operable by the middle finger of a user, the
at least one additional control comprising an elon-
gate member which is inherently resilient and flexible
such that it can be displaced by a user to activate
control function wherein the or each elongate mem-
ber is at least partially disposed in a respective chan-
nel formed in a rear surface of the controller.

[0008] Advantageously, the channels provide support
to the elongate members, reducing the likelihood of dam-
age and stresses applied to the elongate member in use.
[0009] Optionally, the channel forms a close fit to the
elongate member so as to provide lateral support thereto.
[0010] Optionally, the or each elongate member com-
prises a first dimension and the controller comprises a
cover portion forming a conduit enclosing the elongate
member within the respective channel along a portion of
the first dimension of the elongate member.
[0011] Optionally, the or each elongate member com-
prises a longitudinal dimension and the controller com-
prises a cover portion forming a conduit enclosing the
elongate member within the respective channel along a
portion of the longitudinal dimension of the elongate
member.
[0012] Optionally, the or each elongate member may
comprise a first part of a complementary locking mech-
anism.
[0013] Optionally, the or each conduit may comprise a
second part of a complementary locking mechanism.
[0014] Optionally, the first or second part of a comple-
mentary locking mechanism comprises a catch or barb
which is displaceable so as to release the elongate mem-
ber from the conduit.
[0015] Optionally, the first or second part of a comple-
mentary locking mechanism comprises an aperture or
recess having an engaging edge.
[0016] In some embodiments, the controller comprises
a remap device for enabling configuration of the or each
additional controls whilst the controller is in use, the rem-
ap device including a remap initiation device for mapping
the or each additional control function to a selected one
of the controls on the front of the controller so as to con-
figure the or each additional control to replicate a function
of the selected one of the controls on the front of the
controller.
[0017] In some embodiments, the controller comprises
a plurality of additional controls located on a back of the
controller and wherein each of the plurality of additional
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controls is activateable by a respective elongate member
when present.
[0018] In alternative embodiments, the controller com-
prises a plurality of additional controls located on a back
of the controller and wherein each of the plurality of ad-
ditional controls is activateable by a respective elongate
member, each of the elongate members being detacha-
ble from the controller.
[0019] In some embodiments, the controller may com-
prise at least two additional controls located on the back
of the controller and wherein each of the plurality of ad-
ditional controls is activateable by a respective elongate
member, each of the elongate members comprising an
outermost surface, and wherein the outermost surface
of a first elongate member is orientated at an angle to
the outermost surface of a second adjacent elongate
member.
[0020] In some embodiments, the controller comprises
at least two additional controls located on the back of the
controller and wherein each of the plurality of additional
controls is activateable by a respective elongate mem-
ber, each of the elongate members comprising an out-
ermost surface, and wherein the outermost surface of a
first elongate member is disposed in a first plane and the
outermost surface of a second adjacent elongate mem-
ber is disposed in a second plane, the first plane being
orientated at an angle to the second plane.
[0021] Optionally, the angle is between about 5 de-
grees and about 90 degrees and preferably is about 45
degrees.
[0022] Optionally, the controller may comprise at least
two additional controls located on the back of the con-
troller and wherein each of the plurality of additional con-
trols is activateable by a respective elongate member,
each of the elongate members comprising an outermost
surface, and wherein at least a portion of the outermost
surface of a first elongate member is disposed further
from an external surface of the back of the controller than
at least a portion of the outermost surface of a second
adjacent elongate member.
[0023] Optionally, the at least one additional control is
mounted within a recess for receiving the gripping fingers
of a user, the recess being located on the back of the
controller.
[0024] Optionally, each elongate member comprises
an outermost surface which is disposed in close proximity
to the outermost surface of the controller such that a us-
er’s finger may be received in said respective recess.
[0025] Optionally, the controller may comprise a plu-
rality of additional controls each comprising an elongate
member.
[0026] Optionally, the or each elongate member is
formed from material having a thickness less than 10mm
thick.
[0027] Optionally, the or each elongate member is
formed from material having a thickness less than 5mm
thick.
[0028] Optionally, the or each elongate member is

formed from material having a thickness between 1mm
and 3mm.
[0029] Optionally, the or each of the elongate members
are parallel with respect to one another.
[0030] Optionally, the or each of the elongate members
converge towards the front end of the controller with re-
spect to one another.
[0031] In some embodiments, a portion of the or each
elongate member is in registry with a switch mechanism
disposed within the controller, such that displacement of
the elongate member activates the switch mechanism.
[0032] Optionally, a switch mechanism is disposed be-
tween the or each elongate member and an outer surface
of the base of the controller.
[0033] Optionally, a switch mechanism is mounted to
a rear panel of the controller wherein the switch mecha-
nism comprises an engaging surface, the engaging sur-
face being disposed in an aperture in an outer surface
of the rear panel and arranged flush with an outer surface
of the rear panel.
[0034] Optionally, a switch mechanism is mounted to
a rear panel of the controller wherein the switch mecha-
nism comprises an engaging surface, the engaging sur-
face being recessed within an aperture defined in an out-
er surface of the rear panel.
[0035] In some embodiments, the additional controls
are paddle levers.
[0036] Optionally, the additional controls are substan-
tially vertically orientated with respect to the controller.
[0037] Optionally, the additional controls are formed
separately from the outer case of the controller.
[0038] Optionally, the elongate member of the at least
one additional control is mounted to the back of the con-
troller by a mounting plate, the mounting plate being se-
cured to the back of the controller to form a rear surface
of the controller and the at least one additional control is
secured to the mounting plate, wherein the mounting
plate comprises at least one channel, each elongate
member is at least partially disposed in a respective one
of the at least one channels.
[0039] A second aspect of the present invention pro-
vides a hand held controller for a games console com-
prising:

an outer case; and
a plurality of controls located on a front end and top
of the controller;
the controller being shaped to be held in both hands
of a user such that the user’s thumbs are positioned
to operate controls located on the top of the controller
and the user’s index fingers are positioned to operate
controls located on the front of the controller; wherein
the controller further comprises at least one addition-
al control located on a back of the controller in a
position operable by the middle finger of a user, the
at least one additional control comprising an elon-
gate member which is inherently resilient and flexible
such that it can be displaced by a user to activate
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control function;
the controller comprising a mounting plate, the
mounting plate being secured to the back of the con-
troller; the mounting plate comprising at least one
channel; and
wherein each elongate member of the at least one
additional control is at least partially disposed in a
respective one of the at least one channel.

[0040] A third aspect of the present invention provides
a hand held controller for a games console comprising:

a hard outer case; and
a plurality of controls located on a front end and top
of the controller;
the controller being shaped to be held in both hands
of a user such that the user’s thumbs are positioned
to operate controls located on the top of the controller
and the user’s index fingers are positioned to operate
controls located on the front of the controller; wherein
the controller further comprises a mounting mecha-
nism for detachably securing at least one additional
control, the mounting mechanism being located on
a back of the controller such that the at least one
additional control is in a position operable by the mid-
dle finger of a user, the at least one additional control
comprising an elongate member which is inherently
resilient and flexible such that it can be displaced by
a user to activate control function wherein the or each
elongate member comprises a first part of a comple-
mentary locking mechanism and the controller com-
prises a second part of a complementary locking
mechanism such that the or each elongate member
is detachably secured to the controller.

[0041] Optionally, the first or second part of a comple-
mentary locking mechanism comprises a catch or barb
which is displaceable so as to release the elongate mem-
ber from the conduit.
[0042] Optionally, the first or second part of a comple-
mentary locking mechanism comprises an aperture or
recess having an engaging edge.
[0043] Optionally, the mounting mechanism compris-
es a mounting plate to which the at least one additional
control is detachably secured, and wherein the mounting
plate is detachably secured to the back of the controller.
[0044] Optionally, the mounting plate forms a battery
cover panel.
[0045] A fourth aspect of the present invention pro-
vides a hand held controller for a games console com-
prising:

an outer case; and
a plurality of controls located on a front end and top
of the controller;
the controller being shaped to be held in both hands
of a user such that the user’s thumbs are positioned
to operate controls located on the top of the controller

and the user’s index fingers are positioned to operate
controls located on the front of the controller; wherein
the controller further comprises at least two addition-
al controls mounted on a back of the controller such
that the at least two additional controls are in a po-
sition operable by the middle finger of a user, the at
least two additional controls comprising a first body
portion and at least two first elongate members which
are inherently resilient and flexible such that they
can be displaced by a user to activate a control func-
tion wherein each first elongate member is integrally
formed with the body portion.

[0046] Optionally, the at least two additional controls
are detachably mounted to a mounting plate.
[0047] Optionally, the controller comprises at least two
further additional controls, the at least two further addi-
tional controls comprising a second body portion and at
least two second elongate members which are inherently
resilient and flexible such that they can be displaced by
a user to activate a control function wherein each second
elongate member is integrally formed with the second
body portion.
[0048] Optionally, the second body portion is detach-
ably secured to the first body portion.
[0049] Optionally, the at least two further additional
controls are detachably mounted to the mounting plate.
[0050] A fifth aspect of the present invention provides
a hand held controller for a games console comprising:

a hard outer case; and
a plurality of controls located on a front end and top
of the controller;
the controller being shaped to be held in both hands
of a user such that the user’s thumbs are positioned
to operate controls located on the top of the controller
and the user’s index fingers are positioned to operate
controls located on the front of the controller; wherein
the controller further comprises an over-grip detach-
ably secured to and located on a back of the control-
ler.

[0051] A sixth aspect of the present invention provides
a hand held controller for a games console comprising:

a hard outer case; and
a plurality of controls located on a front end and top
of the controller;
the controller being shaped to be held in both hands
of a user such that the user’s thumbs are positioned
to operate controls located on the top of the controller
and the user’s index fingers are positioned to operate
controls located on the front of the controller; wherein
the controller further comprises at least one addition-
al control located on a back of the controller in a
position operable by the middle finger of a user, the
at least one additional control comprising an elon-
gate member which is inherently resilient and flexible
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such that it can be displaced by a user to activate a
control or function wherein the or each elongate
member of the controller comprises a remap device
for enabling configuration of the or each additional
controls whilst the controller is in use, the remap de-
vice including a remap initiation device for mapping
the or each additional control function to a selected
one of the controls on the front of the controller so
as to configure the or each additional control to rep-
licate a function of the selected one of the controls
on the front of the controller.

[0052] Optionally, the remap initiation device compris-
es a switch located in an aperture in the controller body.
[0053] A seventh aspect of the present invention pro-
vides a method of configuring a hand held games con-
sole;

providing a controller having

a hard outer case; and
a plurality of controls located on a front end and
top of the controller;
the controller being shaped to be held in both
hands of a user such that the user’s thumbs are
positioned to operate controls located on the top
of the controller and the user’s index fingers are
positioned to operate controls located on the
front of the controller; wherein
the controller further comprises at least one ad-
ditional control located on a back of the controller
in a position operable by the middle finger of a
user;
a remap device for enabling configuration of the
or each additional controls whilst the controller
is in use, the remap device including a remap
initiation device;

selecting one of the plurality of controls located on
a front end and top the controller;
selecting one of the at least one additional controls
located on a back of the controller;
depressing and holding the remap initiation device,
the selected one of the plurality of controls, and the
selected one of the at least one additional controls
simultaneously;
thereby configuring the selected one of the at least
one additional controls to replicate the function of
the selected one of the plurality of controls.

[0054] Further features and advantages of the present
invention will be apparent from the specific embodiments
illustrated in the drawings and discussed below.
[0055] Within the scope of this application it is envis-
aged and intended that the various aspects, embodi-
ments, examples, features and alternatives set out in the
preceding paragraphs, in the claims and/or in the follow-
ing description and drawings may be taken independent-

ly or in any combination thereof. For example, features
described in connection with one embodiment are appli-
cable to all embodiments unless there is incompatibility
of features.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0056] Exemplary embodiments of the invention will
now be described with reference to the accompanying
drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a schematic illustration of the front of a
conventional games console controller according to
the prior art;
Figure 2 is a plan view from below of the rear of a
games controller according to the first embodiment;
Figure 3 is a perspective view from below of the rear
panel of a games console controller according to a
first embodiment;
Figure 4 is a plan view from below of the rear panel
of a games controller according to the first embodi-
ment;
Figure 5 is a rear end view of the rear panel of a
games console controller according to the first em-
bodiment;
Figure 6 is a schematic illustration from below of the
rear of a games console controller according to the
first embodiment in use;
Figure 7 is an end view of the rear panel of a games
console controller according to the first embodiment
in which the paddles have been removed to illustrate
channels;
Figure 8 is a perspective view from below of the rear
panel of a games console controller according to the
first embodiment in which the paddles have been
removed to illustrate channels;
Figure 9 is a plan view from below of the rear panel
of a games controller according to a second embod-
iment;
Figure 10 is a schematic illustration of a component
of the rear of a games console controller according
to the second embodiment;
Figure 11 is an end view of the rear panel of a games
controller according to a second embodiment in
which the paddles have been removed;
Figure 12 is a view, taken along the line A-A’ shown
in Figure 8 of a portion of the rear panel of a games
controller according to a second embodiment in
which the paddles have been removed;
Figure 13 is a plan view from below of a paddle com-
ponent for the games console controller according
to the second embodiment;
Figure 14 is a side view of a paddle component for
the games console controller according to the sec-
ond embodiment;
Figure 15 is a side view of a paddle component for
the games console controller according to a third em-
bodiment;
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Figure 16 is a front view of the rear panel of a games
controller according to a fourth embodiment;
Figure 17 is a plan view from below of the rear of a
games console controller according to the fourth em-
bodiment;
Figure 18 is a plan view from above of the rear panel
of a games controller according to the fourth embod-
iment;
Figures 19 and 20 are schematic illustrations of the
components of the games controller according to the
fourth embodiment;
Figure 21 is a plan view from below of the rear of a
games console controller according to the fifth em-
bodiment;
Figure 22 is a schematic illustration of a component
of the rear of a games console controller according
to the fifth embodiment;
Figure 23 is a rear end view of the rear panel of a
games controller according to a fifth embodiment;
Figure 24 is a view, taken along the line A-A’ shown
in Figure 20 of a portion of the rear panel of a games
controller according to a fifth embodiment in which
the paddles have been removed;
Figure 25 is a plan view from below of the rear of a
games console controller according to the sixth em-
bodiment.
Figure 26 is a perspective view from below of the
rear of a games console controller according to the
sixth embodiment;
Figure 27 is a plan view from below of the rear of a
games console of Figure 26;
Figure 28 is a view, taken along the line A-A’ shown
in Figure 26 of a saddle for the rear panel of the
games controller of Figure 26;
Figure 29 is a plan view from below of a saddle for
a games console controller according to a seventh
embodiment;
Figure 30A is a perspective view from below of the
rear of a games console controller according to an
eighth embodiment;
Figure 30B is a perspective view from below of a
manifold and paddles for the rear of the games con-
sole controller of Figure 30A;
Figure 30C is a view, taken along the line A-A’ shown
in Figure 30B of the manifold and a paddle for the
rear of the games console controller of Figure 30A;
Figure 31A is a perspective view from below of the
rear of a games console controller according to a
ninth embodiment;
Figure 31B is a perspective view from below of a
manifold and paddles for the rear of the games con-
sole controller of Figure 31A;
Figure 31C is a view, taken along the line A-A’ shown
in Figure 31B of the manifold and a paddle for the
rear of the games console controller of Figure 31A;
Figure 32A is a perspective view from below of the
rear of a games console controller according to a
tenth embodiment;

Figure 32B is a perspective view from below of a
manifold and paddles for the rear of the games con-
sole controller of Figure 32A;
Figure 32C is a view, taken along the line A-A’ shown
in Figure 32B of the manifold and a paddle for the
rear of the games console controller of Figure 32A;
Figure 33 is a perspective view from below of the
rear of a games console controller according to an
eleventh embodiment;
Figure 34A is a perspective view from below of the
rear of a games console controller according to a
twelfth embodiment;
Figure 34B is a perspective view from below of a
manifold and paddles for the rear of the games con-
sole controller of Figure 34A;
Figure 34C is a view, taken along the line A-A’ shown
in Figure 34B of the manifold and a paddle for the
rear of the games console controller of Figure 34A;
Figure 35A is a perspective view from below of the
rear of a games console controller according to a
thirteenth embodiment;
Figure 35B is a perspective view from below of a
manifold and paddles for the rear of the games con-
sole controller of Figure 35A;
Figure 35C is a view, taken along the line A-A’ shown
in Figure 35B of the manifold and a paddle for the
rear of the games console controller of Figure 35A;
Figure 36A is a perspective view from below of the
rear of a games console controller according to a
fourteenth embodiment;
Figure 36B is a perspective view from below of a
manifold and paddles for the rear of the games con-
sole controller of Figure 36A;
Figure 36C is a view, taken along the line A-A’ shown
in Figure 36B of the manifold and a paddle for the
rear of the games console controller of Figure 36A;
Figure 37A is a perspective view from below of the
rear of a games console controller according to a
fifteenth embodiment;
Figure 37B is a perspective view from below of a
manifold and paddles for the rear of the games con-
sole controller of Figure 37A;
Figure 37C is a view, taken along the line A-A’ shown
in Figure 37B of the manifold and a paddle for the
rear of the games console controller of Figure 37A;
Figure 38A is a perspective view from below of the
rear of a games console controller according to a
sixteenth embodiment;
Figure 38B is a perspective view from below of a
manifold and paddles for the rear of the games con-
sole controller of Figure 38A;
Figure 39A is a perspective view from below of the
rear of a games console controller according to a
seventeenth embodiment;
Figure 39B is a perspective view from below of a
manifold and paddles for the rear of the games con-
sole controller of Figure 39A;
Figure 40A is a perspective view from below of the
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rear of a games console controller according to an
eighteenth embodiment;
Figure 40B is a perspective view from below of a
manifold and paddles for the rear of the games con-
sole controller of Figure 40A;
Figure 41A is a perspective view from below of the
rear of a games console controller according to a
nineteenth embodiment;
Figure 41B is a perspective view from below of a
manifold and paddles for the rear of the games con-
sole controller of Figure 41 A;
Figure 41C is a view, taken along the line A-A’ shown
in Figure 41B of the manifold and a paddle for the
rear of the games console controller of Figure 41A;
Figure 42 is a perspective view from below of a man-
ifold and paddles for the rear of the games console
controller according to a twentieth embodiment;
Figure 43A is an alternative perspective view from
below of the manifold and paddles of Figure 42;
Figure 43B is a side view of the manifold and paddles
of Figure 42;
Figure 44 is a plan view from below of the manifold
and paddles of Figure 42;
Figure 45 is a view, taken along the line A-A shown
in Figure 44, of the manifold and paddles of Figure
42;
Figure 46A is a plan view from above of the manifold
and paddles of Figure 42;
Figure 46B is a partial view, taken along the line B-
B shown in Figure 46A, of the manifold and paddles
of Figure 42;
Figure 47 is a perspective view from below of the
manifold and paddles of Figure 42 in which the pad-
dles have been removed from the manifold; and
Figure 48 is a perspective view from above of the
manifold and paddles of Figure 42 in which the pad-
dles have been removed from the manifold.

Detailed Description of Embodiments

[0057] The rear of a games controller 10 according to
the present invention is illustrated in Figures 2 to 6. The
front of the games controller 10 of Figures 2 to 6 is the
same as a conventional controller 1, as illustrated in Fig-
ure 1 and as discussed above. Therefore, where appro-
priate, the same reference numerals have been used to
indicate the features of the controller according to the
present invention 10 that are identical to the features of
a conventional controller 1.
[0058] The games controller 10 of the present inven-
tion differs from the conventional controller 1 in that it
additionally comprises four paddle levers 11A, 11B, 11C,
11D located on the rear of the controller. The paddle le-
vers 11A, 11B are substantially orientated in parallel with
respect to a first handle portion H1 of the controller 10
and are positioned to be operated by the middle, ring or
little fingers of a user 12, as shown in Figure 6. The paddle
levers 11C, 11D are substantially orientated in parallel

with respect to a second handle portion H2 of the con-
troller 10 and are positioned to be operated by the middle,
ring or little fingers of a user 12, as shown in Figure 6.
[0059] In one embodiment the paddles 11A, 11B, 11C,
11D are formed from a thin, flexible material such as a
plastics material, for example polyethylene. Preferably,
the paddles 11A, 11B, 11C, 11D are less than 10mm
thick, but may be less than 5mm thick and more prefer-
ably are 3mm thick or less.
[0060] The paddles 11A, 11B, 11C, 11D are inherently
resilient, that is to say that they return to an unbiased
position when not under load. A user may displace or
depress either of the paddles 11A, 11B, 11C, 11D by
engaging an outer surface thereof; such displacement
causes the paddle 11A, 11B, 11C, 11D to activate a
switch mechanism 348 as shown in Figures 19 and 20
mounted within the body of the controller 10. The paddles
11A, 11B, 11C, 11D are mounted between the first handle
portion H1 and the second handle portion H2 located on
the base of the controller 10, and are disposed in close
proximity to the outer surface of the controller body.
[0061] In the embodiment of Figure 2, the paddles are
fixed by a screw mechanism. A screw 15, having an ex-
ternal screw thread, is received in each of a pair of ap-
ertures provided in each of the paddles 11A, 11B, 11C,
11D. The apertures for receiving the screws are provided
at one end of the paddles 11A, 11B, 11C, 11D; this is a
fixed end. The other end of the paddles 11A, 11B, 11C,
11D is moveable. In this way, the paddles 11A, 11B, 11C,
11D can be bent or deformed temporarily. The inherent
resilience of the paddles 11A, 11B, 11C, 11D returns the
paddles 11A, 11B, 11C, 11D substantially to their starting
position when released. The screws 15 are received in
the base of the controller 10 in a respective aperture hav-
ing an internal screw thread. It is envisaged that the in-
ternal screw thread may be pre-tapped into the base por-
tion of the controller body, or may be created when driving
the screws 15 into the base portion of the controller body,
for example by using a self-tapping screw. It is also en-
visaged that the internal screw thread may be provided
directly in the material forming the base portion of the
controller body or may be provided in a separate insert
or nut secured to, or in, the controller body.
[0062] The base of the controller 10 is provided with
four channels 13A, 13B, 13C, 13D, best shown in Figures
7 and 8. Each channel receives a respective one of the
paddles 11A, 11B, 11C, 11D. In the illustrated embodi-
ment the channels 13A, 13B, 13C, 13D are arranged to
receive an end portion of the respective paddles 11A,
11B, 11C, 11D. This is achieved by reducing the depth
of the channels 13A, 13B, 13C, 13D towards one end to
nothing, such that the channels 13A, 13B, 13C, 13D are
tapered. This provides that one end of each of the pad-
dles 11A, 11B, 11C, 11D stands proud of the base of the
controller 10, best shown in Figure 5. In this way a user
can readily engage with the paddles 11A, 11B, 11C, 11D.
The channels 13A, 13B, 13C, 13D provide stability to the
paddles 11A, 11B, 11C, 11D. This increases the dura-
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bility of the paddles and of the fixing means.
[0063] The channels 13A, 13B, 13C, 13D reduce the
likelihood of the paddles 11A, 11B, 11C, 11D rotating
about the fixing end when engaging with the moveable
end. The channels serve to restrict movement of the pad-
dles 11A, 11B, 11C, 11D in a direction substantially per-
pendicular to the base of the controller, as indicated by
direction arrow D1 in Figure 5.
[0064] In this way, a user may engage the paddles 11A,
11B, 11C, 11D with the tips of the fingers, preferably the
middle fingers, without compromising their grip on the
controller 10. However, it is envisaged that a user could
use the ring or little finger. The index fingers may simul-
taneously engage trigger style controls mounted on the
forward end of the controller 10 whilst the thumbs may
be used to activate controls on the top of the controller 10.
[0065] The paddles 11A, 11B, 11C, 11D are elongate
in shape and substantially extend in a direction from the
front to the rear of the controller 10. In one embodiment,
the paddles are orientated such that they converge to-
wards the forward end with respect to one another; in an
alternative embodiment, the paddles are orientated par-
allel with respect to one another. The elongate shape of
the paddles allows a user to engage the paddles with
any of the middle, ring or little fingers; it also provides
that different users, having different sized hands, can en-
gage with the paddles in a comfortable position, thereby
reducing the effects of prolonged or repeated use such
as repetitive strain injury.
[0066] Each of the four paddle levers 11A, 11B, 11C,
11D can replicate the function of one of the four buttons
4 located on the front of the controller 10, and thereby
allow a user to operate the functions of the relevant but-
tons using their middle fingers 12, without the need to
remove either of their thumbs from the left or right thumb
sticks 2, 3. In alternative embodiments, the paddle levers
11A, 11B, 11C, 11D may activate a new function not ac-
tivated by the controls on the top of the controller 10.
[0067] It is envisaged that the paddles 11A, 11B, 11C,
11D could be fitted to an existing controller 10. In such
embodiments, the paddles would be mounted onto an
outer surface of the controller body by means of a me-
chanical fixing such as a screw or bolt or, alternatively,
bonded or welded to the controller body by adhesive or
other suitable means. A switch mechanism would be
mounted within the controller in vertical registry with a
portion of each paddle. A portion of the switch mechanism
may extend through the controller body and be disposed
in close proximity to, or in contact with, an innermost sur-
face of the paddles 11A, 11B, 11C, 11D.
[0068] The handles H1, H2 comprise an inner surface
S, as shown in Figure 5. The inner surface S is engaged
by the middle, ring and little fingers of a user’s hands.
The ring and little fingers are increasingly important for
grip of the controller when the middle fingers are em-
ployed actuating the paddles 11A, 11B, 11C, 11D. The
inner surface S of each of the handles H1, H2 meets a
region of the base of the controller 10 upon which the

paddles 11A, 11B, 11C, 11D are mounted. The inner
surface S is inclined at a steep angle with respect to this
region of the controller 10. This angle is equal to or greater
than 45 degrees; optionally it may be between about 50
degrees to about 60 degrees. The handles H1, H2 have
a substantially flat top portion T. The flat top portion T
meets the inner surface S to define a corner or edge; the
corner or edge is sharp, that is to say has a small radius
of curvature. In this way the handles H1, H2 provide an
ergonomic shape for being grasped by the ring and little
fingers of a user’s hands.
[0069] Referring now to Figures 9 to 20, there are
shown alternative embodiments of the present invention.
In the further alternative illustrated embodiments like nu-
merals have, where possible, been used to denote like
parts, albeit with the addition of the prefix "100" or "200"
or "300" and so on to indicate that these features belong
to the second, third, fourth and so on embodiment re-
spectively. The alternative embodiments share many
common features with the first embodiment and therefore
only the differences from the embodiment illustrated in
Figures 1 to 8 will be described in any greater detail.
[0070] Figure 9 illustrates a plan view from below of a
rear body panel 114 of a controller 110. The rear body
panel 114 comprises a manifold or cover portion 120. In
the illustrated embodiment the cover portion 120 is se-
cured to an external surface of the rear body panel 114
of the controller 110 by screws 115, although in other
embodiments alternative fixing means are envisaged in-
cluding, but not limited to, adhesive or mechanical inter-
locks. In alternative embodiments the cover portion 120
may be secured to an internal surface of the rear body
panel 114 of the controller 110. In such an embodiment,
the rear body panel 114 of the controller 110 may com-
prise apertures through which the paddles levers 111A,
111B, 111C, 111D are inserted. In yet other embodi-
ments, the cover portion 120 may be integrally formed
or moulded with the rear body panel 114 of a controller
110.
[0071] The cover portion 120 comprises a first part
117A, 117B, 117C, 117D of a complementary locking
means. The first part 117A, 117B, 117C, 117D of the
complementary locking means takes the form of an ap-
erture. The aperture is preferably rectangular in shape,
although other shapes are envisaged. The cover portion
120 comprises five screw apertures 116 each for receiv-
ing a screw 115.
[0072] The cover portion 120, when secured over the
channels 113A, 113B, 113C, 113D defined in the rear
body panel 114 of the controller 110, forms four closed
channels or conduits 119A, 119B, 119C, 119D into which
a respective one of the paddles 111A, 111B, 111C, 111D
is inserted, best illustrated in Figures 11 and 12. The
conduits 119A, 119B, 119C, 119D surround an end por-
tion of the paddle levers 111A, 111B, 111C, 111D pro-
viding increased support to the paddle levers 111A,
111B, 111C, 111D.
[0073] The paddle levers 111A, 111B, 111C, 111D are
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configured to be interchangeable or replaceable without
the need to unscrew the fixing screws 115. The paddle
levers 111A, 111B, 111C, 111D each comprise a second
part 121A of a complementary locking means as shown
in Figures 13 and 14. The second part 121A of the com-
plementary locking means takes the form of a barb or
catch and has an engaging edge 123A which interlocks
with the aperture of first part 117A, 117B, 117C, 117D of
the complementary locking means. The barb or catch is
displaceable so as to be disengageable from the aperture
by inserting a tool into the aperture and moving or press-
ing the barb or catch out of interlocking engagement with
the aperture. Once the barb or catch has been sufficiently
displaced the paddles 111A, 111B, 111C, 111D can be
slid out of the conduit 119A, 119B, 119C, 119D. The pad-
dles 111A, 111B, 111C, 111D can be inserted into the
conduits 119A, 119B, 119C, 119D without the need for
any tools. The paddles 111A, 111B, 111C, 111D can be
pushed into the conduits 119A, 119B, 119C, 119D and
in doing so the cover portion progressively engages with
the barb or catch forcing it to be displaced within the
paddles 111A, 111B, 111C, 111D. When the paddles
111A, 111B, 111C, 111D are inserted sufficiently that the
barb or catch is aligned with the aperture, the inherent
resilience of the barb or catch biases the barb or catch
to return to its starting position such that the engaging
edge of the barb or catch engages with an edge of the
aperture thereby locking the paddles 111A, 111B, 111C,
111D within the conduits 119A, 119B, 119C, 119D.
[0074] Figure 15 illustrates a side view of a paddle
211A according to a third embodiment. The paddle 211A
comprises a lug or projection 224A. The projection 224A
projects outwardly from a first surface 225A of the paddle
211A. The first surface 225A of the paddle 211A opposes
a second surface 225B of the paddle 211A from which
the barb or catch 221A projects. The paddle 211A ac-
cording to the third embodiment may be employed with
the rear body panel 114 of the controller 110 and the
cover portion 120 of the second embodiment. In an al-
ternative embodiment, the barb or catch 221A may be
omitted and replaced with one or more apertures for re-
ceiving a screw 115. In such an embodiment, the paddle
lever may be employed with the rear body panel 114 of
the controller 110 of the first embodiment.
[0075] The lug or projection 224A provides an engag-
ing surface 226A which is spaced from the first surface
225A of the paddle 211A. This lug or projection 224A is
configured to be aligned with a switch mechanism 348,
see Figure 19. The engaging surface 226A is arranged
to be disposed proximate the switch mechanism 348
such that when the paddle 211A is pressed, the engaging
surface 226A contacts with the switch mechanism 348
and activates the switch mechanism 348. One advantage
of providing the lug or projection 224A is that the switch
mechanism 348 can be disposed in a recessed or flush
position within the rear body panel 114 of the controller
110. There is no requirement for any part of the switch
mechanism 348 to project from the rear body panel 114

of the controller 110. In this way the switch mechanism
348 is protected when the paddle 211A is detached from
the controller 110. This allows a user to configure the
controller with a desired number of paddles in the avail-
able positions provided on the controller 110. When the
number of paddles employed is less than the number of
available positions, those switch mechanisms 348 in the
vacant positions are protected by the rear body panel
114 of the controller 110. It also reduces the likelihood
of a user accidentally or inadvertently activating a switch
mechanism 348 in a vacant position.
[0076] Figures 16 to 18 show a back panel 314 for a
games controller 310. The back panel 314 has a trigger
adjustment mechanism 354 for adjusting the start and/or
stop positions of the triggers 306, 307. The rear panel
314 also comprises a charging indicator in the form of a
Light Emitting Diode (LED).
[0077] The rear panel 314 also comprises a remap de-
vice 344 in the form of an electronic circuit 346, best
shown in Figure 20, which includes an interface 342 or
remap initiation device in the form of a remap switch to
activate the remap device 344. The electronic circuit 346
also includes function switches having a switch mecha-
nism 348 for replicating the function of one of the four
buttons 4 located on the front of the controller 10, and
thereby allowing a user to operate the functions of the
relevant buttons using their middle fingers, without the
need to remove either of their thumbs from the left or
right thumb sticks 2, 3. In alternative embodiments func-
tion switches 348 may activate a new function not acti-
vated by the controls on the top of the controller 10.
[0078] The paddle levers 311A, 311B, 311C, 311D
when pressed by the user engage with a respective one
of the function switches 348, as illustrated in Figure 19
to activate the respective function which has been pro-
grammed to correspond to that switch.
[0079] The remap device 344 can be activated or pro-
grammed by a user whist the controller is in use, for ex-
ample in game play, by simultaneously pressing, for a
predefined time period, the desired paddle 311A, 311B,
311C, 311D, hence activating the respective function
switch 348, the remap switch 342 and the desired button
4 which the paddle 311A, 311B, 311C, 311D is to repli-
cate. Upon release of all of the desired paddle 311A,
311B, 311C, 311D, remap switch 342 and desired button
4, the remap device will have configured the selected
paddle 311A, 311B, 311C, 311D to replicate the function
of the selected button 4. This is advantageous because
the function of any paddle 311A, 311B, 311C, 311D can
be changed, by the user, in gameplay and provides an
instant remapping function.
[0080] The rear panel 314 also comprises a pair of
over-grips 356. These over-grips 356 are separable from
the rear panel 314. The handles H1, H2 can be custom-
ised by a user, for example to adjust the size, shape or
appearance of the handles H1, H2. In this way the user
can select a particular design, appearance, theme or col-
our scheme for their controller and may change this at
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will. It also provides a replaceable grip that can be re-
newed when worn or damaged. The user can select an
over-grip 356 having dimensions to suit the particular size
of their hand. This may help reduce fatigue or strain to
the user’s hands or wrists from repeated or prolonged
use. The material of the over-grip 356 may be different
to that of the rear panel 314. For example, the rear panel
314 may be formed from a rigid plastics material, whereas
the over-grip 356 may be formed from a softer, flexible
or deformable material which may provide greater com-
fort to the user. The over-grip 356 may be formed from
a material which increases the friction between the user’s
hands and the controller. This may help to reduce the
force the user needs to apply to grasp the controller and
hence reduce the likelihood of strain injuries and mitigate
against fatigue.
[0081] Additionally or alternatively the over-grips 356
provide increased stability of the controller in the hands
of the user enabling more accurate use of the controls
of the controller, in particular the thumb sticks 2, 3.
[0082] Figures 21 to 24 illustrate a controller 410 ac-
cording to a fifth embodiment. The controller 410 com-
prises four paddles 411A, 411B, 411C, 411D. The two
outer paddles 411A, 411D are mounted substantially par-
allel to, or in substantially coplanar relationship with, the
plane of the back panel 414. The two inner paddles 411B,
411C are mounted to the controller at an angle to the
outer paddles 411A, 411D. In the illustrated embodiment,
the two inner paddles 411B, 411C are mounted at an
angle of approximately 45 degrees to the outer paddles
411A, 411D, although in other embodiments any angle
between about 5 and 90 degrees is envisaged. The cover
portion 420 is substantially "T" shaped when viewed in
plan view from below, as shown in Figure 21. The cover
portion 420 comprises a central leg portion 421 disposed
perpendicularly to the arm portions 422A, 422B. The in-
ner paddles 411B, 411C are mounted on opposing sides
of the central leg 421 of the cover portion 420. The central
leg 421 includes function switches 448 mounted into
each side wall 423A, 423B, as shown in Figure 22.
[0083] The controller 410 may employ the paddles
111A, 111B, 111C, 111D; 211A, 211B, 211C, 211D ac-
cording to either the second embodiment (Figure 9) or
third embodiment (Figure 15). In other embodiments the
paddles 411A, 411B, 411C, 411D may be fixed to the
cover portion 420 by screws 415 in similar fashion to the
paddles 11A, 11B, 11C, 11D of the first embodiment.
[0084] Figure 25 illustrates a controller 510 according
to a sixth embodiment. The controller 510 comprises four
paddles 511A, 511B, 511C, 511D. The two outer paddles
511A, 511D are mounted substantially parallel to, or in
a substantially coplanar relationship with, the plane of
the back panel 514. The two inner paddles 511B, 511C
are mounted to the controller at an angle to the outer
paddles 511A, 511D. In the illustrated embodiment the
two inner paddles 511B, 511C are mounted at an angle
of approximately 45 degrees to the outer paddles 511A,
511D, although in other embodiments any angle between

about 5 and 90 degrees is envisaged. The cover portion
520 has been integrally formed or moulded with the rear
panel 514. The paddles 511A, 511B, 511C, 511D are
inserted into conduits or tunnels formed within the back
panel 514. The conduits or tunnels may be formed in part
from the back panel 514 and in part by an internal cover
portion (not shown) secured to an inner surface of the
back panel 514.
[0085] The paddle arrangement of the fourth and fifth
embodiment is advantageous since a user may engage
the inner paddles 411B, 411C; 511B, 511C and the outer
paddles 411A, 411D; 511A, 511D with the same finger,
the distance the user must move their finger between the
outer paddle 411A, 411D; 511A, 511D and the adjacent
inner paddle 411B, 411C; 511B, 511C is reduced. In
some embodiments the user may not need to disengage
their finger from the outer paddle 411A, 411D; 511A,
511D to engage the adjacent inner paddle 411B, 411C;
511B, 511C. The user may slide or roll their finger over
the outer paddle 411A, 411D; 511A, 511D to engage the
inner paddle 411B, 411C; 511B, 511C and activate the
respective function switch 448, whilst maintaining con-
tact with the adjacent outer paddle 411A, 411D; 511A,
511D.
[0086] Referring now to Figures 26 to 41C, there are
shown further alternative embodiments of the present
invention. In the further alternative illustrated embodi-
ments, like numerals have, where possible, been used
to denote like parts, albeit with the addition of the prefix
"600", "700", "800" and so on to indicate that these fea-
tures belong to the sixth, seventh, eighth, and so on em-
bodiment respectively.
[0087] Figures 26 to 28 illustrate a controller 610 ac-
cording to a sixth embodiment. The controller 610 com-
prises two paddles 611A, 611B. The two paddles 611A,
611B are mounted substantially parallel to the plane of
the back panel 614. The controller 610 comprises a
mounting plate or saddle 650 for mounting the two pad-
dles 611A, 611B to the back panel 614 of the controller
610. Each paddle 611A, 611B is disposed in overlying
relationship with a switch, preferably a microswitch, and
is arranged such that a force can be applied to the paddle
611A, 611B to activate the switch disposed therebelow.
The mounting plate 650 comprises a pair of channels or
recesses in the outer surface. The channels or recesses
619A, 619B are shaped complementarily to the paddles
611A, 611B. Each paddle 611A, 611B is received in a
respective one of the channels 619A, 619B. Each paddle
611A, 611B comprises a pair of apertures disposed ap-
proximate one end. Each channel 619A, 619B comprises
a pair of apertures 616A, 616B. The apertures 616A,
616B in the channels 619A, 619B are arranged so as to
be in vertical alignment with the apertures in the respec-
tive one of the paddles 611A, 611B. Fixing members 615,
preferably screws, are inserted through each aperture of
the paddles 611A, 611B and pass through the respective
aperture in the channels of the mounting plate 650. The
fixing members 615 are received in the back panel 614
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of the controller 610. In this way the mounting plate 650
and the paddles 611A, 611B are affixed to the controller
610. The mounting plate 650 optionally comprises a
tongue portion 649 which is formed so as to be comple-
mentary in shape to the back panel 614 of the controller
610; the tongue portion 649 is moulded integrally with
the mounting plate 650 and wraps about an edge or cor-
ner of the back panel 614 of the controller 610. In this
way the tongue portion 649 further increases the stability
of the mounting plate 650. The tongue portion 649 also
serves to facilitate alignment of the mounting plate 650
with the back panel 614 of the controller 610 when as-
sembling the controller 610. Side edges of the mounting
plate 650 may be shaped complementarily to handles or
grip portions H1, H2 of the controller, further increasing
stability and aiding alignment of the mounting plate 650.
[0088] Figure 29 illustrates a mounting plate 750 for a
controller according to a seventh embodiment. The sev-
enth embodiment shares many common features with
the sixth embodiment and therefore only the differences
from the embodiment illustrated in Figures 26 to 28 will
be described in any greater detail. The tongue portion
has been omitted from the mounting plate 750. The
mounting plate 750 comprises a first aperture 754. First
aperture 754 is configured so as to allow access to a
button provided in the back panel of the controller. The
button may provide the user with functionality such as
resetting or restarting the controller. The mounting plate
750 comprises a cutaway 752. The cutaway 752 facili-
tates access to a fixing member or screw which secures
the back panel 614 of the controller 610 to a chassis or
front panel of the controller.
[0089] Figures 30A to 30C illustrate a controller 810
according to an eighth embodiment. The eighth embod-
iment shares many common features with the previous
embodiments and therefore only the differences from the
embodiments illustrated in Figures 1 to 29 will be de-
scribed in any greater detail. The controller 810 compris-
es four paddles 811A, 811B, 811C, 811D. The four pad-
dles 811A, 811B, 811C, 811D are mounted substantially
parallel to the plane of the back panel 814. The controller
810 comprises a detachable mounting plate or saddle
870 for mounting the four paddles 811A, 811B, 811C,
811D to the back panel 814 of the controller 810. Each
paddle 811A, 811B, 811C, 811D is disposed in overlying
relationship with a switch, preferably a microswitch, and
is arranged such that a force can be applied to the pad-
dles 811A, 811B, 811C, 811D to activate the switch dis-
posed therebelow. The detachable mounting plate 870
comprises two conduits 875A, 875B. Each of the conduits
875A, 875B receives a pair of paddles 811A/811B;
811C/811D. Each of the paddles 811A, 811B, 811C,
811D comprises a tapered leading end 872A, see Figure
30A. The tapered leading end 872A facilitates insertion
of the paddles 811A, 811B, 811C, 811D into the conduits
875A, 875B as indicated by direction arrow D2. Each of
the paddles 811A, 811B, 811C, 811D comprises a recess
or cutaway 874A in an upper surface thereof. Each of

the paddles 811A, 811B, 811C, 811D comprises a catch
821A, 821C adjacent to the recess or cutaway 874A. The
recess or cutaway 874A, 874C and the catch 821A, 821C
define a transition therebetween. The transition forms a
first engaging edge.
[0090] Each of the conduits 875A, 875B comprises a
pair of projections or detents 873A. The projections 873A
are provided inside the conduits 875A, 875B, and pref-
erably project downwards from a ceiling of the conduits
875A, 875B. The projections or detents 873A comprise
a second engaging edge. The second engaging edge of
the conduits 875A, 875B cooperates with the first engag-
ing edge of one of the paddles 811A, 811B, 811C, 811D
to lock the respective paddle 811A, 811B, 811C, 811D
within the conduit 875A, 875B. The floor of each conduit
875A, 875B is cut away or recessed such that the end
portion of each paddle can be pressed downwardly so
as to disengage the first engaging edge of the paddles
811A, 811B, 811C, 811D from the second engaging edge
of the projections or detents 873A in the conduits 875A,
875B. The detachable mounting plate 870 comprises four
release apertures 872A, 872B, 872C, 872D. Each re-
lease aperture 872A, 872B, 872C, 872D is configured so
as to be disposed over a respective one of the paddles
811A, 811B, 811C, 811D. A user can insert a tool into
the release apertures 872A, 872B, 872C, 872D to apply
a force, as indicated by direction arrow D1, against the
paddles 811A, 811B, 811C, 811D disposed therebelow.
In this way the first engaging edge of the paddles 811A,
811B, 811C, 811D is disengaged from the second en-
gaging edge of the projections or detents 873A. The pad-
dles 811A, 811B, 811C, 811D can be removed by pulling
the paddles 811A, 811B, 811C, 811D in a direction op-
posite to that indicated by direction arrow D2.
[0091] The conduits 875A, 875B may comprise guide
members in the form of a pair of rails or a recess, wherein
each guide member engages the lateral edges of a re-
spective one of the paddles 811A, 811B, 811C, 811D. In
some embodiments part of the guide member for each
paddle 811A, 811B, 811C, 811D may be provided by a
side wall of one of the pair of conduits 875A, 875B.
[0092] The paddles 811A, 811B, 811C, 811D comprise
a lug or projection 824A.
[0093] The detachable mounting plate 870 is detach-
ably coupled to the back panel 814 of the controller 810
by one or more detents or latches (not shown). In some
embodiments the detachable mounting plate 870 covers
or protects a void in the controller 810; preferably a power
source such as a battery is provided in the void. The
detachable mounting plate 870 may be detached from
the controller 810 for insertion or removal of the paddles
811A, 811B, 811C, 811D. Alternatively, insertion or re-
moval of the paddles 811A, 811B, 811C, 811D may be
carried out with the detachable mounting plate 870
mounted to the back panel 814 of the controller 810.
[0094] It is envisaged that the detachable mounting
plate 870 may be retrofitted to a controller 810 in place
of a battery cover panel (not shown) which mates with
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the back panel 814 of the controller 810.
[0095] Figures 31A to 31C illustrate a controller 910
according to a ninth embodiment. The ninth embodiment
shares many common features with the previous embod-
iments and therefore only the differences from the em-
bodiments illustrated in Figures 1 to 29 will be described
in any greater detail. The controller 910 comprises four
paddles 911A, 911B, 911C, 911D. The four paddles
911A, 911B, 911C, 911D are mounted substantially par-
allel to the plane of the back panel 914. The controller
910 comprises a detachable mounting plate or saddle
970 for mounting the four paddles 911A, 911B, 911C,
911D to the back panel 914 of the controller 910. Each
paddle 911A, 911B, 911C, 911D is disposed in overlying
relationship with a switch, preferably a microswitch, and
is arranged such that a force can be applied to the paddle
911A, 911B, 911C, 911D to activate the switch disposed
therebelow. The detachable mounting plate 970 compris-
es four conduits 975C. Each of the conduits 975C re-
ceives a respective one of the paddles 911A, 911B,
911C, 911D. Each paddle 911A, 911B, 911C, 911D com-
prises a laterally projecting guide member 955C project-
ing from opposing sides thereof. The laterally projecting
guide members 955C of each paddle 911A, 911B, 911C,
911D are received by the respective one of the four con-
duits 975C. Each of the laterally projecting guide mem-
bers 955C of each paddle 911A, 911B, 911C, 911D is
disposed below a portion of the respective one of the four
conduits 975C. The laterally projecting guide members
955C ensure the catches 921A of the paddles 911A,
911B, 911C, 911D are secure within the detachable
mounting plate 970.
[0096] Figures 32A to 32C illustrate a controller 1010
according to a tenth embodiment. The controller 1010
comprises four paddles 1011A, 1011B, 1011C, 1011D.
The four paddles 1011A, 1011B, 1011C, 1011D are
mounted substantially parallel to the plane of the back
panel 1014. The controller 1010 comprises a detachable
mounting plate or saddle 1070 for mounting the four pad-
dles 1011A, 1011B, 1011C, 1011D to the back panel
1014 of the controller 1010. Each paddle 1011A, 1011B,
1011C, 1011D is disposed in overlying relationship with
a switch, preferably a microswitch, and is arranged such
that a force can be applied to the paddles 1011A, 1011B,
1011C, 1011D to activate the switch disposed therebe-
low. The detachable mounting plate 1070 comprises four
conduits 1075D. Each of the conduits 1075D receives a
respective one of the paddles 1011A, 1011B, 1011C,
1011D. Each paddle 1011A, 1011B, 1011C, 1011D com-
prises a laterally projecting guide member 1055C pro-
jecting from opposing sides thereof. The laterally project-
ing guide members 1055C of each paddle 1011A, 1011B,
1011C, 1011D are received by the respective one of the
four conduits 1075D. Each of the laterally projecting
guide members 1055C of each paddle 1011A, 1011B,
1011C, 1011D is disposed below a portion of the respec-
tive one of the four conduits 1075D. Each paddle 1011A,
1011B, 1011C, 1011D comprises a first catch or detent

1076A, see Figure 32C, mounted to a lower surface
thereof. The detachable mounting plate 1070 comprises
a second catch or detent 1077A, 1077D mounted to an
upper surface thereof. The first catch or detent 1076A
mates with the second catch or detent 1077A, 1077D to
lock each paddle 1011A, 1011B, 1011C, 1011D into the
respective one of the four conduits 1075D.
[0097] Figure 33 illustrates a controller 1110 according
to an eleventh embodiment. The controller 1110 com-
prises four paddles 1111A, 1111B, 1111C, 1111D. The
four paddles 1111A, 1111B, 1111C, 1111D are mounted
substantially parallel to the plane of the back panel 1114.
The controller 1110 comprises a detachable mounting
plate or saddle 1170 for mounting the four paddles
1111A, 1111B, 1111C, 1111D to the back panel 1114 of
the controller 1110. Each paddle 1111A, 1111B, 1111C,
1111D is disposed in overlying relationship with a switch,
preferably a microswitch, and is arranged such that a
force can be applied to the paddle 1111A, 1111B, 1111C,
1111D to activate the switch disposed therebelow. The
detachable mounting plate 1170 comprises four con-
duits. Each of the conduits receives a respective one of
the paddles 1111A, 1111B, 1111C, 1111D. The detach-
able mounting plate 1170 comprises four release aper-
tures 1172A, 1172B, 1172C, 1172D. Each release aper-
ture 1172A, 1172B, 1172C, 1172D is configured so as
to be disposed over a respective one of the paddles
1111A, 1111B, 1111C, 1111D. Each release aperture
1172A, 1172B, 1172C, 1172D receives a catch 1121A,
1121B, 1121C, 1121D of a respective one of the paddles
1111A, 1111B, 1111C, 1111D. The catches 1121A,
1121B, 1121C, 1121D form a button which may be
pressed by a user with their finger to disengage the catch-
es 1121A, 1121B, 1121C, 1121D from the release aper-
tures 1172A, 1172B, 1172C, 1172D.
[0098] Figures 34A to 34C illustrate a controller 1210
according to a twelfth embodiment. The controller 1210
comprises four paddles 1211A, 1211B, 1211C, 1211D.
The four paddles 1211A, 1211B, 1211C, 1211D are
mounted substantially parallel to the plane of the back
panel 1214. The controller 1210 comprises a detachable
mounting plate or saddle 1270 for mounting the four pad-
dles 1211A, 1211B, 1211C, 1211D to the back panel
1214 of the controller 1210. Each paddle 1211A, 1211B,
1211C, 1211D is disposed in overlying relationship with
a switch, preferably a microswitch, and is arranged such
that a force can be applied to the paddles 1211A, 1211B,
1211C, 1211D to activate the switch disposed therebe-
low. The detachable mounting plate 1270 comprises four
conduits. Each of the conduits receives a respective one
of the paddles 1211A, 1211B, 1211C, 1211D. The de-
tachable mounting plate 1270 comprises four mounting
posts 1276A, 1276B, 1276C, 1276D. The four mounting
posts 1276A, 1276B, 1276C, 1276D are mounted to an
internal surface of the detachable mounting plate 1270.
The internal surface forms a ceiling above the paddles
1211A, 1211B, 1211C, 1211D. Each paddle 1211A,
1211B, 1211C, 1211D comprises a first mounting aper-
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ture 1277A, 1277B, 1277C, 1277D proximate a first end
thereof. Each first end of the paddles 1211A, 1211B,
1211C, 1211D is inserted into a respective one of the
conduits, as indicated by direction arrow D1. The paddles
1211A, 1211B, 1211C, 1211D once inserted are rotated
or pivoted, as indicated by direction arrow D2, such that
a mounting post 1276A, 1276D is received in the respec-
tive first mounting aperture 1277A, 1277B, 1277C,
1277D. Optionally, each paddle 1211A, 1211B, 1211C,
1211D comprises a second mounting aperture 1278A,
1278B, 1278C, 1278D proximate the first mounting ap-
ertures 1277A, 1277B, 1277C, 1277D. A user may vary
the length of the portion of the paddles 1211A, 1211B,
1211C, 1211D extending from each respective conduit
by selecting to engage the mounting posts with either of
the first or second mounting apertures 1277A, 1277B,
1277C, 1277D, 1278A, 1278B, 1278C, 1278D.
[0099] Figures 35A to 35C illustrate a controller 1310
according to a thirteenth embodiment. The controller
1310 comprises four paddles 1311A, 1311B, 1311C,
1311D. The four paddles 1311A, 1311B, 1311C, 1311D
are mounted substantially parallel to the plane of the back
panel 1314. The controller 1310 comprises a detachable
mounting plate or saddle 1370 for mounting the four pad-
dles 1311A, 1311B, 1311C, 1311D to the back panel
1314 of the controller 1310. Each paddle 1311A, 1311B,
1311C, 1311D is disposed in overlying relationship with
a switch, preferably a microswitch, and is arranged such
that a force can be applied to the paddles 1311A, 1311B,
1311C, 1311D to activate the switch disposed therebe-
low. The detachable mounting plate 1370 comprises four
conduits. Each of the conduits receives a respective one
of the paddles 1311A, 1311B, 1311C, 1311D. The de-
tachable mounting plate 1370 comprises four mounting
posts 1376A, 1276B, 1276C, 1376D. The four mounting
posts are mounted to an internal surface of the detach-
able mounting plate 1370. The internal surface forms a
ceiling above the paddles 1311A, 1311B, 1311C, 1311D.
Each paddle 1311A, 1311B, 1311C, 1311D comprises a
mounting aperture 1377A, 1377B, 1377C, 1377D proxi-
mate a first end thereof. The mounting posts 1376A,
1376D comprise a head and a trunk. The head is mount-
ed upon the trunk; the head is larger in dimension than
the trunk. The mounting apertures 1377A, 1377B,
1377C, 1377D comprise a first region large enough to
receive the head of a mounting post and a second region
in the form of a recessed slot, the recessed slot being
large enough in dimension to receive the trunk of the
mounting posts 1376A, 1276B, 1276C, 1376D, but small-
er in dimension than the head of the mounting posts
1376A, 1376D.
[0100] Each first end of the paddles 1311A, 1311B,
1311C, 1311D is inserted into a respective one of the
conduits, as indicated by direction arrow D1. The paddles
1311A, 1311B, 1311C, 1311D once inserted are rotated
or pivoted such that a mounting post 1376A, 1376D is
received in the first region of the mounting apertures
1377A, 1377B, 1377C, 1377D. The paddles 1311A,

1311B, 1311C, 1311D are then slid with respect to the
detachable mounting plate 1370, as indicated by direc-
tion arrow D2, such that the trunk of the mounting post
1376A, 1376D is located within the slot and the head of
the mounting post 1376A, 1376D is located in the recess.
The mounting post 1376A, 1376D thus locks the paddle
within the detachable mounting plate 1370; the head of
the mounting post 1376A, 1376D is substantially flush
with a lower surface of the paddles 1311A, 1311B,
1311C, 1311D.
[0101] Figures 36A to 36C illustrate a controller 1410
according to a fourteenth embodiment. The controller
1410 comprises a paddle 1482 having four legs 1411A,
1411B, 1411C, 1411D. The paddle 1482 comprises a
body portion from which the four legs 1411A, 1411B,
1411C, 1411D extend. The body portion and the four
legs 1411A, 1411B, 1411C, 1411D are integrally formed,
preferably by moulding from a suitable plastic material.
The four legs 1411A, 1411B, 1411C, 1411D are mounted
substantially parallel to the plane of the back panel 1414.
The controller 1410 comprises a detachable mounting
plate 1470 for mounting the paddle 1482 including the
four legs 1411A, 1411B, 1411C, 1411D to the back panel
1414 of the controller 1410. Each of the four legs 1411A,
1411B, 1411C, 1411D is disposed in overlying relation-
ship with a switch, preferably a microswitch, and is ar-
ranged such that a force can be applied to the legs 1411A,
1411B, 1411C, 1411D to activate the switch disposed
therebelow.
[0102] The detachable mounting plate 1470 comprises
a recess 1457 in an outer surface; the body portion of
the paddle 1482 is received in the recess 1457. The de-
tachable mounting plate 1470 comprises a catch 1480
disposed within the recess 1457. The body portion of the
paddle 1482 comprises an aperture 1481 for mating with
the catch 1480 to lock the paddle 1482 to the detachable
mounting plate 1470. The catch 1480 is integrally formed
with the detachable mounting plate 1470 and is defined
in part by a cutaway or slot 1483. The catch 1480 is
hinged to the detachable mounting plate 1470 by a living
hinge. The paddle 1482 can be separated from the de-
tachable mounting plate 1470 by pressing on the catch
1480 to move the catch out of the aperture 1481. The
paddle 1482 can then be slid with respect to the detach-
able mounting plate 1470 to separate it therefrom. The
inherent resilience of the material from which the detach-
able mounting plate 1470 is formed biases the catch 1480
in a direction which causes the catch 1480 to engage
with the aperture 1481.
[0103] The detachable mounting plate 1470 comprises
two apertures or slots 1484A, 1484B. The body portion
of the paddle 1482 comprises a pair of tongues 1494A,
1494B. Each aperture 1484A, 1484B receives a respec-
tive one of the pair of tongues 1494A, 1494B.
[0104] The body portion of the paddle 1482 comprises
two lugs 1485. The lugs 1485 are provided on an inner
surface of the body portion of the paddle 1482 and in a
spaced apart relationship to the inner surface. A portion
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of the detachable mounting plate 1470 is received be-
tween the body portion of the paddle 1482 and each of
the lugs 1485.
[0105] Figures 37A and 37B illustrate a controller 1510
according to a fifteenth embodiment. The fifteenth em-
bodiment shares many common features with the four-
teenth embodiment and therefore only the differences
from the embodiment illustrated in Figures 36A to 36C
will be described in any greater detail. The controller 1510
comprises a paddle 1582 having two legs 1511A, 1511B.
The paddle 1482 comprises a body portion from which
the two legs 1511A, 1511B extend. The body portion and
the two legs 1511A, 1511B are integrally formed, prefer-
ably by moulding from a suitable plastic material. The
two legs 1511A, 1511B are mounted substantially paral-
lel to the plane of the back panel 1514.
[0106] Figures 38A and 38B illustrate a controller 1610
according to a sixteenth embodiment. The sixteenth em-
bodiment shares many common features with the four-
teenth and fifteenth embodiments and therefore only the
differences from the embodiments illustrated in Figures
36A to 37C will be described in any greater detail.
[0107] The controller 1610 comprises a first paddle
1687 having two legs 1611A, 1611D. The first paddle
1687 comprises a body portion from which the two legs
1611A, 1611D extend. The body portion and the two legs
1611A, 1611D are integrally formed, preferably by
moulding from a suitable plastic material. The two legs
1611A, 1611D are mounted substantially parallel to the
plane of the back panel 1614.
[0108] The controller 1610 comprises a second paddle
1688 having two legs 1611B, 1611C. The second paddle
1687 comprises a body portion from which the two legs
1611B, 1611C extend. The body portion and the two legs
1611B, 1611C are integrally formed, preferably by
moulding from a suitable plastic material. The two legs
1611B, 1611C are mounted substantially parallel to the
plane of the back panel 1614.
[0109] The detachable mounting plate 1670 comprises
two apertures or slots 1684A, 1684B. The body portion
of the first paddle 1687 comprises a pair of tongues
1694A, 1694B. Each aperture 1684A, 1684B receives a
respective one of the pair of tongues 1694A, 1694B.
[0110] The body portion of the first paddle 1687 com-
prises two lugs (not shown). The lugs are provided on an
inner surface of the body portion of the first paddle 1687
and in a spaced apart relationship to the inner surface.
A portion of the detachable mounting plate 1670 is re-
ceived between the body portion of the first paddle 1687
and each of the lugs.
[0111] The body portion of the first paddle 1687 com-
prises a recess or cutaway 1696 which receives a portion
of the body portion of the second paddle 1688. The body
portion of the first paddle 1687 comprises a ledge 1686
adjacent to the recess or cut away 1696. The body portion
of the second paddle 1688 rests or engages with the
ledge 1686 when received in the recess or cutaway 1696.
[0112] The body portion of the second paddle 1688

comprises an aperture 1685 for mating with the catch
1680 to lock the first and second paddles 1687, 1688 to
the detachable mounting plate 1670.
[0113] Figures 39A to 39B illustrate a controller 1710
according to a seventeenth embodiment. The controller
1710 comprises four legs 1711A, 1711B, 1711C, 1711D
which form paddles. The four legs 1711A, 1711B, 1711C,
1711D are mounted substantially parallel to the plane of
the back panel 1714. The controller 1710 comprises a
detachable cover plate 1769 for mounting the four legs
1711A, 1711B, 1711C, 1711D to the back panel 1714 of
the controller 1710. Each leg 1711A, 1711B, 1711C,
1711D is disposed in overlying relationship with a switch,
preferably a microswitch, and is arranged such that a
force can be applied to the legs 1711A, 1711B, 1711C,
1711D to activate the switch disposed therebelow. The
detachable cover plate 1769 comprises a body portion
from which the four legs 1711A, 1711B, 1711C, 1711D
extend. The body portion and the four legs 1711A, 1711B,
1711C, 1711D are integrally formed, preferably by
moulding from a suitable plastic material. The detachable
cover plate 1769 comprises an optional web structure W
which couples each of the four legs 1711A, 1711B,
1711C, 1711D to its adjacent neighbours. Preferably, the
optional web structure W is formed from a flexible mate-
rial which allows each of the four legs 1711A, 1711B,
1711C, 1711D to bend or move with respect to the back
panel 1714 without affecting its adjacent neighbours.
[0114] The detachable cover plate 1769 is detachably
coupled to the back panel 1714 of the controller 1710 by
one or more detents or latches (not shown). In some em-
bodiments the detachable cover plate 1769 covers or
protects a void in the controller 1710; preferably a power
source such as a battery is provided in the void. The
detachable cover plate 1769 may be detached from the
controller 1710 for insertion or removal of the power
source.
[0115] It is envisaged that the detachable cover plate
1769 may be retrofitted to a controller 1710 in replace-
ment of a battery cover panel (not shown) which mates
with the back panel 1714 of the controller 1710.
[0116] Figures 40A and 40B illustrate a controller 1810
according to an eighteenth embodiment. The controller
1810 comprises a cover plate 1868 having four legs
1811A, 1811B, 1811C, 1811D which form paddles. The
four legs 1811A, 1811B, 1811C, 1811D are mounted
substantially parallel to the plane of the back panel 1814.
Each paddle 1811A, 1811B, 1811C, 1811D is disposed
in overlying relationship with a switch, preferably a mi-
croswitch, and is arranged such that a force can be ap-
plied to the paddles 1811A, 1811B, 1811C, 1811D to
activate the switch disposed therebelow. The cover plate
1868 comprises a body portion from which the four legs
1811A, 1811B, 1811C, 1811D extend. The body portion
and the four legs 1811A, 1811B, 1811C, 1811D are in-
tegrally formed, preferably by moulding from a suitable
plastic material. The cover plate 1868 comprises a pair
of mounting apertures 1816A, 1816B which allow the
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cover plate 1868 to be mounted to the back panel 1814
by a respective fixing device 1815A, 1815B.
[0117] Figures 41A to 41C illustrate a controller 1910
according to a nineteenth embodiment. The controller
1910 comprises four paddles 1911A, 1911B, 1911C,
1911D. The four paddles 1911A, 1911B, 1911C, 1911D
are mounted substantially parallel to the plane of the back
panel 1914. The controller 1910 comprises a detachable
mounting plate or saddle 1970 for mounting the four pad-
dles 1911A, 1911B, 1911C, 1911D to the back panel
1914 of the controller 1910. Each paddle 1911A, 1911B,
1911C, 1911D is disposed in overlying relationship with
a switch, preferably a microswitch, and is arranged such
that a force can be applied to the paddles 1911A, 1911B,
1911C, 1911D to activate the switch disposed therebe-
low.
[0118] The detachable mounting plate 1970 comprises
a base portion 1970B and a second top portion 1970A.
The base portion 1970B and the second top portion
1970A together form four conduits. Each of the conduits
receives a respective one of the paddles 1911A, 1911B,
1911C, 1911D. The first base portion 1970B comprises
a first guide member in the form of a first rail 1992D and
a second guide member in the form of a second rail
1993D. The first guide member 1992D and the second
guide member 1993D define in part each conduit. A lo-
cating post 1991A is provided on the base portion 1970B
between each of the first 1992D and second 1993D guide
members. Each of the paddles 1911A, 1911B, 1911C,
1911D comprises a plurality of locating recesses 1990A
or, in alternative embodiments, apertures. The locating
recesses 1990A are configured to one of the locating
posts 1991A. A user can adjust the length of the exposed
portion of each of the paddles 1911A, 1911B, 1911C,
1911D by selecting to engage the locating post 1991A
in a desired one of the plurality of locating recesses
1990A. The base portion 1970B and the second top por-
tion 1970A are detachably secured to each other so as
to hold the paddles 1911A, 1911B, 1911C, 1911D in the
selected position.
[0119] Figures 42 to 48 illustrate an apparatus 2099
for a controller (not shown), the apparatus including a
mounting plate 2070 and paddles 2011A, 2011B, 2011C,
2011D according to a twentieth embodiment. The twen-
tieth embodiment shares many common features with
the previous embodiments and therefore only the differ-
ences from the previous embodiments will be described
in any greater detail.
[0120] Referring to Figures 42 to 48, the mounting plate
2070 comprises a base 2064 and a cover 2020. The base
2064 and cover 2020 define a plurality of channels or
conduits ref?. In the illustrated embodiment four such
conduits are provided; each conduit is configured and
arranged to receive a paddle 2011A, 2011B, 2011C,
2011D. Each of the paddles 2011A, 2011B, 2011C,
2011D is removable from the conduit, without the require-
ment for a tool to release the paddles 2011A, 2011B,
2011C, 2011D.

[0121] The base 2064 of the mounting plate 2070 com-
prises a plurality of slots 2047, best illustrated in Figure
46A. The slots 2047 are configured and arranged to re-
ceive a detent 2058, in the form of a barb or catch, best
illustrated in Figure 48. The detent 2058 comprises side
walls which engage with side walls of the slot 2047. In
this way the slot 2047 and detent 2058 provide lateral or
transverse support to the paddles 2011A, 2011B, 2011C,
2011D.
[0122] The detent 2058 comprises an end wall 2047E
and the slot 2047) comprises an end wall 2058E. The
end wall 2047E of the detent 2058 abuts or engages with
the end wall 2058E of the slot 2047 to lock the paddle in
the conduit, best shown in Figure 45.
[0123] The paddles 2011A, 2011B, 2011C, 2011D
comprise a head 2043, see Figure 45, which is inserted
into the conduit. The paddles 2011A, 2011B, 2011C,
2011D comprise a main body integrally formed with the
head 2043 which is disposed externally on the rear of a
controller (not shown). The paddles 2011A, 2011B,
2011C, 2011D comprise a transition between the head
2043 and the main body. The transition is defined by a
wall ref? which is configured to be substantially perpen-
dicular to the upper surface of the head 2043. The tran-
sition abuts an end wall of the cover 2020, further in-
creasing the security of the paddles 2011A, 2011B,
2011C, 2011D within the mounting plate 2070.
[0124] The paddles 2011A, 2011B, 2011C, 2011D
each comprise a flexible region 2041 created by a recess
in the surface of the paddles 2011A, 2011B, 2011C,
2011D. As shown in Figure 45, the recess is disposed in
the lower surface of the paddles 2011A, 2011B, 2011C,
2011D. The lower surface is disposed adjacent to the
base 2064 of the mounting plate 2070; however, it will
be appreciated that in normal use the recess is disposed
uppermost. In alternative embodiments the recess may
be disposed in the opposing surface of the paddles
2011A, 2011B, 2011C, 2011D, which in Figure 45 is an
upper surface; the opposing surface is disposed adjacent
to the cover 2020.
[0125] The conduits 2013D, 2013C, best shown in Fig-
ure 46B, comprise opposing side walls and upper and
lower walls refs?, such that the paddles 2011A, 2011B,
2011C, 2011D are supported and/or aligned on four sur-
faces.
[0126] The paddles 2011A, 2011B, 2011C, 2011D
comprise a grip 2059 disposed on the lower surface
shown in Figure 45. The grip 2059 is formed from a plu-
rality of ridges protruding from the lower surface. In al-
ternative embodiments, the grip 2059 may be formed by
a plurality of troughs or recesses in the lower surface. In
still further embodiments, the grip 2059 may be formed
by ove-moulding or securing a second different material
such as, but not limited to, a rubberised material to the
paddles 2011A, 2011B, 2011C, 2011D.
[0127] The outermost paddles 2011A, 2011D each
comprise a brace member 2066 disposed on an outer
side edge ref? thereof. The brace members 2066 com-
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prise an engaging edge ref? which abuts the end of the
cover 2020 and/or an end of the side wall of a respective
conduit. The brace members 2066 provide lateral or
transverse support to the paddles 2011A, 2011B, 2011C,
2011D
[0128] In other embodiments brace members 2066
may be provided on the inner side edge ref? in addition,
or alternatively, to the outer side edge. In still further em-
bodiments the innermost paddles 2011B, 2011C may
comprise brace members 2066.
[0129] The mounting plate 2070 comprises clips or
catches 2067 for providing an interlocking fit with a re-
ceiver (not shown) disposed within the chassis of a con-
troller (not shown).
[0130] In the illustrated embodiment, the mounting
plate 2070 forms a hatch or cover for a battery compart-
ment of the controller. The mounting plate 2070 includes
an end wall 2063 having a display region 2065 for the
display of indicia. The display region 2065 may be formed
from a magnetic or ferromagnetic material, or from a per-
manent magnet. A removable indicia component may be
attached to the display region 2065 and held thereto by
magnetic force of attraction.
[0131] The paddles 2011A, 2011B, 2011C, 2011D can
be removed from the mounting plate 2070 by lifting a free
end E1 NOT MARKED of the paddles 2011A, 2011B,
2011C, 2011D such that the detent 2058 clears the slot
2047. The paddles 2011A, 2011B, 2011C, 2011D can
then be removed, preferably by sliding them out of the
conduit. The paddles 2011A, 2011B, 2011C, 2011D can
be inserted by reversing the removal process. Preferably,
the paddles 2011A, 2011B, 2011C, 2011D will be formed
so as to have an inherent bias or resilience such that the
detent 2058 is securely located within the slot 2047. Such
biasing may be achieved or increased by forming the
paddles 2011A, 2011B, 2011C, 2011D with a slight curve
or arcuate form.
[0132] In some embodiments the microswitches may
be replaced with a magnetic switch or sensor, for exam-
ple a reed switch; the paddles may comprise a magnet
arranged so as to activate the magnetic switch or sensor
when the paddle is depressed by a user. It is envisaged
that in such embodiments the magnetic switch or sensor
is mounted inside the controller behind the back panel
and that there will be no requirement to provide apertures
through the back panel in order that the paddles can
physically contact the microswitches. Further it is envis-
aged that the user may be provided with feedback to
indicate that the switch has been activated. The feedback
may be aural or haptic, for example, such as an audible
click.
[0133] It is envisaged that the controllers may be cou-
pled to a games console or computer by a wired connec-
tion or by a wireless connection device.
[0134] It is also envisaged that the controller may be
constructed as a shell or caddy into which a hand-held
electronic device such as, but not limited to, a mobile
telephone (smartphone) or tablet computer is inserted,

the caddy comprising control actuators, thumb sticks
and/or buttons (which are coupled to the electronic de-
vice either wirelessly or via physical or wired connection)
for interaction with or control of the electronic device.
[0135] It will be recognised that as used herein, direc-
tional references such as "top", "bottom", "front", "back",
"end", "side", "inner", "outer", "upper" and "lower" do not
limit the respective features to such orientation, but mere-
ly serve to distinguish these features from one another.

Claims

1. A mounting plate for being mounted to a hand held
games controller for a games console, the mounting
plate being mountable to the back of the controller
and comprising at least one channel for receiving at
least in part of an eleongate member so as to provide
at least one additional controller on the back of said
controller.

2. A hand held controller for a games console compris-
ing:

an outer case; and
a plurality of controls located on a front end and
top of the controller;
the controller being shaped to be held in both
hands of a user such that the user’s thumbs are
positioned to operate controls located on the top
of the controller and the user’s index fingers are
positioned to operate controls located on the
front of the controller; wherein
the controller further comprises at least one ad-
ditional control located on a back of the controller
in a position operable by the middle finger of a
user, the at least one additional control compris-
ing an elongate member which is inherently re-
silient and flexible such that it can be displaced
by a user to activate control function wherein the
or each elongate member is at least partially dis-
posed in a respective channel formed in a rear
surface of the controller, wherein the channel
forms a close fit to the elongate member so as
to provide lateral support thereto.

3. A controller according to claim 1 wherein the elon-
gate member of the at least one additional control is
mounted to the back of the controller by a mounting
plate, the mounting plate being secured to the back
of the controller to form a rear surface of the controller
and the at least one additional control is secured to
the mounting plate, wherein the mounting plate com-
prises at least one channel, each elongate member
is at least partially disposed in a respective one of
the at least one channels.

4. A controller according to claim 2 wherein the or each
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elongate member comprises a first dimension and
the controller comprises a cover portion forming a
conduit enclosing the elongate member within the
respective channel along a portion of the first dimen-
sion of the elongate member.

5. A controller according to claim 2 wherein the or each
elongate member comprises a longitudinal dimen-
sion and the controller comprises a cover portion
forming a conduit enclosing the elongate member
within the respective channel along a portion of the
longitudinal dimension of the elongate member.

6. A controller according to claims 4 or 5 wherein the
or each elongate member comprises a first part of a
complementary locking mechanism.

7. A controller according to claims 4 or 5 wherein the
or each conduit comprises a second part of a com-
plementary locking mechanism.

8. A controller according to claims 6 or 7 wherein the
first or second part of a complementary locking
mechanism comprises a catch or barb which is dis-
placeable so as to release the elongate member from
the conduit.

9. A controller according to claims 6 or 7 wherein the
first or second part of a complementary locking
mechanism comprises an aperture or recess having
an engaging edge.

10. A controller according to claim 2 comprising a plu-
rality of additional controls located on a back of the
controller and wherein each of the plurality of addi-
tional controls is activateable by a respective elon-
gate member when present.

11. A controller according to claim 2 comprising a plu-
rality of additional controls located on a back of the
controller and wherein each of the plurality of addi-
tional controls is activateable by a respective elon-
gate member, each of the elongate members being
detachable from the controller.

12. A controller according to claim 2 comprising at least
two additional controls located on a back of the con-
troller and wherein each of the plurality of additional
controls is activateable by a respective elongate
member, each of the elongate members comprising
an outermost surface, and wherein the outermost
surface of a first elongate member is orientated at
an angle to the outermost surface of a second adja-
cent elongate member.

13. A controller according to claim 2 wherein the at least
one additional control is mounted within a recess for
receiving the gripping fingers of a user, the recess

being located on the back of the controller.

14. A controller according to claim 1 wherein the addi-
tional controls are paddle levers.

15. A hand held controller for a games console compris-
ing:

an outer case; and
a plurality of controls located on a front end and
top of the controller;
the controller being shaped to be held in both
hands of a user such that the user’s thumbs are
positioned to operate controls located on the top
of the controller and the user’s index fingers are
positioned to operate controls located on the
front of the controller; wherein
the controller further comprises at least one ad-
ditional control located on a back of the controller
in a position operable by the middle finger of a
user, the at least one additional control compris-
ing an elongate member which is inherently re-
silient and flexible such that it can be displaced
by a user to activate control function;
the controller comprising a mounting plate, the
mounting plate being secured to the back of the
controller; the mounting plate comprising at
least one channel; and
wherein each elongate member of the at least
one additional control is at least partially dis-
posed in a respective one of the at least one
channel.

16. A hand held controller for a games console compris-
ing:

a hard outer case; and
a plurality of controls located on a front end and
top of the controller;
the controller being shaped to be held in both
hands of a user such that the user’s thumbs are
positioned to operate controls located on the top
of the controller and the user’s index fingers are
positioned to operate controls located on the
front of the controller; wherein
the controller further comprises a mounting
mechanism for detachably securing at least one
additional control, the mounting mechanism be-
ing located on the back of the controller such
that the at least one additional control is in a
position operable by the middle finger of a user,
the at least one additional control comprising an
elongate member which is inherently resilient
and flexible such that it can be displaced by a
user to activate control function wherein the or
each elongate member comprises a first part of
a complementary locking mechanism and the
controller comprises a second part of a comple-
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mentary locking mechanism such that the or
each elongate member is detachably secured
to the controller.

17. A controller according to claim 16 wherein the mount-
ing mechanism comprises a mounting plate to which
the at least one additional control is detachably se-
cured, and wherein the mounting plate is detachably
secured to the back of the controller.

18. A controller according to claim 16 wherein the mount-
ing plate forms a battery cover panel.
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