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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to wireless communication and, more particularly, to a method and apparatus for
uplink synchronization in a multiple carrier system.

Background Art

[0002] The 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GP) Long Term Evolution (LTE) and the Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 802.16m are being developed as candidates of a next-generation wireless communication
system. The 802.16m standard involves two aspects: continuity of the existing IEEE 802.16e standard and the future
standard for a next-generation IMT-Advanced system. Thus, the 802.16m standard is required to meet advanced re-
quirements for the IMT-Advanced system while maintaining compatibility with a mobile WiMAX system based on the
IEEE 802.16e standard.
[0003] A wireless communication system generally uses a single bandwidth to transmit data. For example, a 2nd-
generation wireless communication system uses a bandwidth of 250 kHz to 1.25 MHz, and a 3rd-generation wireless
communication system uses a bandwidth of 5 MHz to 10 MHz. In order to support an increasing transmission capacity,
recently, the next-generation system continues to extend a bandwidth of 20 MHz or larger. It is inevitable to increase
the bandwidth in order to improve the transmission capacity, but the support of a large bandwidth may cause much
power consumption in case where the required quality of service is low.
[0004] Thus, a multi-carrier system emerges to transmit and/or receive data in a wideband through multiple carriers.
A carrier is defined by a center frequency and its bandwidth. For example, if a single carrier corresponds to a bandwidth
of 5 MHz, a bandwidth of a maximum 20 MHz can be supported by using four carriers.
[0005] The use of the plurality of carriers needs a method for effectively obtaining or maintaining synchronization of
the carriers. Ranging is one of methods for obtaining uplink synchronization in the IEEE 802.16 standard. During the
ranging, a mobile station obtains or maintains uplink synchronization by adjusting an uplink transmission parameter.
[0006] The ranging may be performed for every carriers. However, if the number of available carriers increases, the
ranging may be delayed and power consumption may increase.
[0007] The IEEE Draft N° C80216M-08_303R1, entitled "Proposal for Multicarrier uplink control structure ; C80216m-
08_303r1", authored by Chie Ming Chou et al., describes an uplink control structure for a 802.16m system supporting
multi-carrier.
[0008] European patent application publication No. EP 1 571 770 A2 describes a ranging channel structure and a
method for assigning a ranging channel and transmitting and receiving a ranging signal in a mobile communication
system using an OFDM scheme.

Disclosure of Invention

Technical Problem

[0009] The present invention provides a method and apparatus for uplink synchronization capable of quickly obtaining
uplink synchronization for multiple carriers.

Solution to Problem

[0010] In an aspect, a method of uplink synchronization in a multiple carrier system is provided as set forth in the
appended claims.
[0011] In another aspect, a mobile station in a multiple carrier system is provided as set forth in the appended claims.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0012] Adjusting transmission parameters for a secondary carrier is disclosed. Fast uplink syncaronization for the
secondary carrier can be acquired. As a result, power consumption due to a initial ranging can be reduced.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0013]
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FIG. 1 illustrates a wireless communication system.
FIG. 2 illustrates an example of a protocol structure for supporting multiple carriers.
FIG. 3 illustrates an example of a frame structure for operating multiple carriers.
FIG. 4 illustrates a model for managing multiple carriers.
FIG. 5 is a flow chart illustrating an initial ranging process.
FIG. 6 illustrates ranging channels used for a ranging code.
FIG. 7 is a flow chart illustrating a periodic ranging.
FIG. 8 is a flow chart illustrating communication using multiple carriers according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.
FIG. 9 is a schematic block diagram showing a wireless communication system according to an exemplary embod-
iment of the present invention.

Mode for the Invention

[0014] FIG. 1 illustrates a wireless communication system. A wireless communication system 10 includes at least one
base station (BS) 11. Each base station 11 provides a communication service to particular geographical areas 15a, 15b,
and 15c (which are generally called cells). Each cell may be divided into a plurality of areas (which are also called
sectors). A mobile station (MS) 12 may be fixed or mobile, and may be referred to by other names such as user equipment
(UE), user terminal (UT), subscriber station (SS), wireless device, personal digital assistant (PDA), wireless modem,
handheld device, etc. The BS 11 generally refers to a fixed station that communicates with the MS 12 and may be called
by other names such as evolved-node B (eNB), base transceiver system (BTS), access point (AP), etc. Downlink (DL)
refers to communication from the BS 11 to the MS 12, and uplink (UL) refers to communication from the MS 12 to the
BS 11. In the downlink, a transmitter may be a part of the BS 11 and a receiver may be a part of the MS 12. In the uplink,
a transmitter may be a part of the MS 12 and a receiver may be a part of the BS 11.
[0015] A spectrum aggregation (or bandwidth aggregation or a carrier aggregation) supports a plurality of carriers. A
carrier is defined by a bandwidth and a center frequency. The spectrum aggregation is adopted to support increasing
throughput, prevent an increase in a cost due to an introduction of a wideband radio frequency (RF) element, and
guarantee compatibility with an existing system. For example, if five carriers are assigned as granularity of carrier unit
having a 5 MHz bandwidth, it can support a bandwidth of a maximum of 20 MHz.
[0016] The spectrum aggregation may be divided into a contiguous spectrum aggregation and a non-contiguous
spectrum aggregation. The contiguous spectrum aggregation uses contiguous carriers and the non-contiguous spectrum
aggregation uses discontiguous carriers. The number of aggregated carriers may different in uplink and downlink. When
the number of downlink carriers and that of uplink carriers are equal, it is called a symmetric aggregation, and when the
numbers are different, it is called an asymmetric aggregation.
[0017] The size (i.e., the bandwidth) of multiple carriers may vary. For example, when five carriers are used to configure
a 70 MHz band, they may be configured as 5MHz carrier (carrier #0) + 20MHz carrier (carrier #1) + 20MHz carrier (carrier
#2) + 20MHz carrier (carrier #3) + 5MHz carrier (carrier #4).
[0018] In the following description, a multi-carrier system refers to a system supporting multiple carriers based on the
spectrum aggregation. The contiguous spectrum aggregation and/or non-continuous spectrum aggregation may be used
in the multi-carrier system, and in addition, either the symmetrical aggregation or the asymmetrical aggregation may be
used.
[0019] FIG. 2 illustrates an example of a protocol structure for supporting multiple carriers. A common medium access
control (MAC) entity 210 manages a physical (PHY) layer 220 which uses a plurality of carriers. A MAC management
message transmitted by a particular carrier may be applied to other carriers. The PHY layer 220 may operate in a TDD
(Time Division Duplex) and/or FDD (Frequency Division Duplex) scheme.
[0020] FIG. 3 illustrates an example of a frame structure for operating multiple carriers. A superframe includes four
radio frames F0, F1, F2, and F3, and each of the radio frames includes eight subframes. A superframe header (SFH)
is located at a first subframe within the superframe. Each carrier may have its own SFH. The SFH is transmitted via a
broadcast channel, and carries an essential system parameter which is essential parameter to communicate between
a MS and a BS. Some carriers may have only a portion of the SFH. Multiple carriers may be or may not be contiguous
to each other. An MS may support one or more carriers according to its capability.
[0021] Carriers may be divided into a fully configured carrier and a partially configured carrier depending on their
directionality. The fully configured carrier refers to a bidirectional carrier that can transmit and/or receive every control
signal and data, and the partially configured carrier refers to a unidirectional carrier that can transmit only downlink data.
The partially configured carrier may be largely used for an MBS (Multicast and Broadcast Service) and/or an SFN (Single
Frequency Network). he fully configured carrier is a standalone carrier for which all control channels including synchro-
nization, broadcast, multicast and unicast control signaling are configured. The partially configured carrier is a carrier
configured for downlink only transmission in TDD or a downlink carrier without paired UL carrier in FDD mode.



EP 2 342 928 B1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0022] Carriers may be divided into a primary carrier and a secondary carrier depending on whether they are activated.
The primary carrier refers to a carrier that is constantly activated, and the secondary carrier refers to a carrier that is
activated or deactivated according to particular conditions. Activation means that transmission or reception of traffic data
is performed or traffic data is ready for its transmission or reception. Deactivation means that transmission or reception
of traffic data is not permitted. In the deactivation, measurement is made or minimum information can be transmitted or
received. The MS uses only a single primary carrier or one or more secondary carriers along with the primary carrier.
The MS may be assigned the primary carrier and/or the second carriers by the BS. A primary carrier is a carrier used
by a BS to exchange traffic and PHY/MAC control signaling (e.g., MAC control messages) with an MS. Secondary
carriers are additional carriers which the MS may use for traffic, only per BS’s specific commands and rules received
on the primary carrier. The primary carrier may be a fully configured carrier, by which major control information is
exchanged between the BS and the MS. The secondary carrier may be a fully configured carrier or a partially configured
carrier, which is allocated according to a request of the MS or according to an instruction of the BS. The primary carrier
may be used for entering of the MS into a network or for an allocation of the secondary carrier. The primary carrier may
be selected from among fully configured carriers, rather than being fixed to a particular carrier. A carrier set as the
secondary carrier may be changed to a primary carrier.
[0023] FIG. 4 illustrates a model for managing multiple carriers. Carriers may be classified to have the following three
levels:

- Available carrier : all the carriers available in the BS
- Assigned carrier : a carrier reserved to be assigned to the MS by the BS according to the capability of the MS
- Active carrier : a carrier used for receiving and/or transmitting control signal/data by the MS.

[0024] The characteristics of each carrier are shown in Table 1 below:

Table 1

[0025] [Table 1]

[0026] Ranging will now be described. Ranging, a process of acquiring a proper timing offset, a frequency offset, and
power adjustment value, is used by the MS to acquire synchronization with the BS by adjusting an uplink transmission
parameter. Ranging may be defined as three types of ranging: an initial ranging, a periodic ranging, and a handover
ranging. The initial ranging and the handover ranging use a different ranging code set while sharing the same time/fre-
quency resources. The periodic ranging uses different time/frequency resources from those of the initial ranging and
the handover ranging, and also uses a different ranging code set. The initial ranging and handover ranging are used to

[Table]

Name Definition Description

Available 
carrier

Multiple carriers 
which are available 
in a BS

Carriers can be used by the current BS, indicating the capability of the BS. This 
information may be broadcast. Each available carrier is referred to by a unique 
physical index in the BS.

Assigned 
carrier

The subset of 
available carriers 
which may be 
potentially used by a 
MS

Assigned carriers are determined by the BS according to the capability of the 
MS and a load condition of the BS. The carriers are assigned based on a multi-
carrier capability negotiation between the MS and the BS. The MS does not need 
to perform any operation until when the assigned carriers are activated. 
Measurement, system information updating, ranging, etc., may be performed 
according to a request from the BS. Each activated carrier may be referred to 
by a unique logical index in the MS.

Active 
carrier

The carriers which 
are in ready state to 
be used for data 
transmission

The carriers are activated among those assigned for guaranteeing QoS (Quality 
of Service) requirements of the MS. A feedback signal such as a CQI (channel 
quality indicator), an RI (rank indicator), a PMI (Precoding Matrix Indicator), etc., 
may be transmitted for a link scheduling. The MS may receive resource allocation 
information through the active carriers to transmit uplink/downlink data. The MS 
may receive a BCH (broadcast channel) or an SFH (Super frame Header) through 
the active carrier to acquire system information. The MS may perform ranging 
through the active carriers for an uplink channel synchronization.
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obtain uplink synchronization when entering a network, and the periodic ranging is used to finely adjust the timing offset,
the frequency offset, and/or power adjustment value after uplink synchronization has been established.
[0027] FIG. 5 is a flow chart illustrating an initial ranging process. First, downlink synchronization is established between
a MS and a BS (S510). Obtaining the downlink synchronization, the MS acquires a basic uplink transmission parameter
through an SFH. The SFH includes information regarding ranging codes for an initial ranging and backoff.
[0028] The MS transmits a ranging code arbitrarily selected from an available ranging code set via a ranging channel
to the BS (S520). Upon receiving the ranging code, the BS broadcasts a ranging response (S530). The received ranging
response includes information for identifying the received ranging code and information regarding a time-frequency
offset. The time-frequency offset includes at least one of a time offset, a frequency offset, and/or a power offset, and is
used by the MS to adjust the uplink transmission parameter.
[0029] After adjusting the uplink transmission parameter based on the time-frequency offset, if the status of the ranging
response is ’continue’, the MS transmits the ranging code to the BS (S540).
[0030] Upon receiving the ranging code, if parameter adjustment is not required, the BS sends a ranging response
having a status of ’successful’ (S550). Upon receiving the ranging response, the MS initiates a basic capability negotiation
by sending a ranging request to the BS, and enters a network (S560).
[0031] FIG. 6 illustrates ranging channels used for a ranging code. Ranging channels may used for initial ranging,
handover ranging and periodic ranging. TRP indicates the length of a ranging code, and TRCP indicates the length of a
ranging cyclic prefix (CP). A ranging channel may be allocated to a designated location within an uplink subframe.
[0032] FIG. 7 is a flow chart illustrating a periodic ranging. A MS transmits a periodic ranging code arbitrarily selected
from an available periodic ranging code set via a periodic ranging channel (S710). The periodic ranging is performed to
finely adjust an uplink transmission parameter between the BS and the MS for which the uplink synchronization has
been already established. Upon receiving the periodic ranging code, the BS broadcasts a ranging response (S720). The
ranging response includes information for identifying the received periodic ranging code and a time-frequency offset.
The MS adjusts the uplink transmission parameter based on the time-frequency offset included in the ranging response.
[0033] FIG. 8 is a flow chart illustrating communication using multiple carriers according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention. First, the MS attempts a network entry process through the fully configured carrier. The MS
detects a preamble of the fully configured carrier to obtain downlink synchronization, and then receives system infor-
mation, namely, the SFH. The fully configured carrier, by which the system information has been received, is a primary
carrier, and afterwards, the primary carrier may be changed according to an instruction of the BS.
[0034] In step S810, the BS sends multi-carrier information to the MS through a part of the system information or a
MAC management message. The multi-carrier information may include information regarding each available carrier.
The multi-carrier information may include at least one of a physical index, a mean frequency, a channel bandwidth, a
carrier type (i.e., fully configured carrier or a partially configured carrier), and a preamble index with respect to each
available carrier. Here, it is assumed that a total of four carriers (#1, #2, #3, and #4) are available carriers.
[0035] In step S820, the MS sends a multi-carrier capability to the BS. The multi-carrier capability may include, for
example, a supported multi-carrier mode, the number of supported uplink/downlink carriers, and the like.
[0036] In step S830, the BS informs the MS about assigned carriers determined based on the multi-carrier capability.
For example, if the carrier #1 801 is used as a primary carrier, the BS may inform the MS that the carrier #2 802 and
the carrier #3 802 are assigned carriers.
[0037] The MS and the BS may transmit and/or receive data through the primary carrier. Also, an additional carrier
may be requested according to a required quality of service.
[0038] In step S840, the BS activates the carrier #2 802 and the carrier #3 803 in accordance with activation information
via the primary carrier. The activation information may be included in a carrier management message. The activation
information may include logical indexes of the activated carriers and activation/deactivation indicators. The activation
information may include an indicator indicating whether or not the periodic ranging is to be performed on the activated
carriers. The activated carrier #2 802 and the carrier #3 803 are active carriers and secondary carriers.
[0039] The MS acquires the SFH, namely, the system information, through the activated carrier #2 802 and the carrier
#3 803 (S851 and S852).
[0040] The MS attempts periodic ranging for the carrier #2 802 and the carrier #3 803, respectively (S861 and S862).
The periodic ranging may be performed only when the indicator indicates the periodic ranging for the activated carrier.
Because the MS has already established the uplink synchronization for the primary carrier 801, it can also establish
uplink synchronization for the secondary carriers 802 and 803 by finely and simply adjusting the uplink transmission
parameter in consideration of the high channel correlation between the carriers. The BS may instruct periodic ranging
on the secondary carriers #2 802 and #3 803.
[0041] If the BS does not direct the ranging of the secondary carrier, ranging may be omitted. If ranging for the secondary
subcarrier is omitted, the MS may use the same time offset, frequency offset, and/or power offset for the secondary
subcarrier as in the primary carrier for initial transmission. When the AMS omit the ranging for the secondary carrier(s),
the AMS may use the same timing, frequency and power adjustment parameters for the secondary carrier(s) as in the
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primary carrier. The MS may perform the fine timing, frequency and power adjustment on the secondary carrier(s) through
measuring the synch channel and/or pilot on the secondary carrier(s). The instruction of the periodic ranging may be
informed by the BS to the MS when the corresponding secondary carriers are activated.
[0042] In step S870, the MS may send activation confirmation information to the BS. The activation confirmation
information may inform the BS that the MS can successfully transmit or receive data through the activated secondary
carriers (i.e., carriers #2 and #3). Subsequently, the BS and the MS can transmit and receive data through the activated
secondary subcarriers (i.e., subcarriers #2 and #3). In step S890, the BS deactivates the carrier #3 803. The MS may
turn off the carrier #3 803 and transmit and receive data to and from the BS through the primary carrier and the carrier
#2, the secondary carrier.
[0043] If the channel correlations between the primary and the secondary carriers are very high, the transmission
parameters of the secondary carrier(s) could be quite similar with those of primary carrier. If the MS already completed
the network entry with the BS over the primary carrier, it does not need to perform the initial ranging over the secondary
carrier(s). Therefore, only the periodic ranging instead of initial ranging may be performed over the secondary carrier(s).
Once the secondary carriers are activated, the MS may perform the periodic ranging over the active secondary carrier(s)
if directed by the BS.
[0044] When the BS determines that the uplink transmission synchronization of the MS is acquired during the initial
ranging, the BS transmits a ranging response including uplink resource for transmitting a ranging request by the MS.
The MS transmits the ranging request by using the uplink resource. The ranging request includes various information
required for BS registration. Then, the MS receives a ranging response from the BS. Thereafter, the MS performs a
procedure (basic capability negotiation, authentication, etc.) required for BS registration. When the secondary carrier is
activated, because the MS has already performed the various procedures required for the BS registration through the
primary carrier, the MS does not need to transmit the ranging request again to the BS.
[0045] If the MS transmits a initial ranging code through the secondary carrier, the BS may determine that a new MS
performs an initial ranging for a network entry on the corresponding carrier. This may cause an unnecessary resource
allocation and message exchange between the MS and the BS if the MS is already connected with the BS. Thus, after
the secondary carrier is assigned, a ranging code set for performing ranging may be allocated differently from the initial
ranging code set. When a ranging code for an initial ranging is a first ranging code and a ranging code for a periodic
ranging is a second ranging code, ranging is performed on the primary carrier by using the first ranging code, and ranging
is performed on the secondary carrier by using the second ranging code. The MS may adjust the uplink transmission
parameter of the secondary carrier by applying the time-frequency offset included in the second ranging response as a
response to the second ranging code, to the uplink transmission parameter.
[0046] In order to allocate a dedicated code for ranging of the secondary carrier, the BS may inform accordingly through
the broadcast channel of the primary carrier. Or, when the MS performs the process for registration to the BS through
the primary carrier so the MS and the BS exchange the capability information with respect to the multiple carriers, the
dedicated code may be allocated. Or, information regarding the dedicated code may be included in information activating
the secondary carrier.
[0047] In general, a long ranging code is used as an initial ranging code for the initial uplink synchronization of the
MS. But there is no need to use the long code sequence during ranging for the secondary carrier. This is because the
ranging for the secondary carrier is made in a state that the uplink synchronization is already established. The MS can
quickly adjust the uplink transmission synchronization by transmitting a ranging code shorter than the initial ranging code
via the periodic ranging channel, not the initial ranging channel.
[0048] If the dedicated ranging code is not allocated for the ranging of the secondary carrier, the BS may instruct the
MS to perform the periodic ranging through the primary carrier. The BS may inform the MS about a time point at which
periodic ranging is to be performed when instructing the MS to perform the periodic ranging. Upon receiving the instruction
to perform the periodic ranging, the MS may perform periodic ranging at a time point instructed by the BS. The instruction
of the periodic ranging may be provided when the secondary carrier is activated.
[0049] FIG. 9 is a schematic block diagram showing a wireless communication system to implement an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention. A MS 910 includes a processor 912, a display unit 913, and an RF unit 915. The
processor 912 performs ranging on multiple carriers. The processor 912 performs initial ranging on a first carrier, and
periodic ranging on a second carrier based on the transmission parameter of the primary carrier. In the exemplary
embodiment of FIG. 8, the operation of the MS may be implemented by the processor 912. The display unit 912 is
connected with the processor 912 and displays various information. The display unit 913 may include well k now elements
such as a liquid crystal display (LCD), an organic light emitting diode (OLED), and the like. The RF unit 915 is operatively
connected with the processor 912 and transmits and receives a radio signal.
[0050] A BS 930 includes a processor 932 and an RF unit 935. The RF unit 935 transmits and receives a radio signal.
The processor 932 receives a ranging code, includes a time-frequency offset in a ranging response, and sends it to the
MS. The operation of the BS in the exemplary embodiment of FIG. 8 may be implemented by the processor 932.
[0051] The processors 912, 932 may include application-specific integrated circuit (ASIC), other chipset, logic circuit
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and/or data processing device. The RF units 915, 935 may include baseband circuitry to process radio frequency signals.
When the embodiments are implemented in software, the techniques described herein can be implemented with modules
(e.g., procedures, functions, and so on) that perform the functions described herein. The modules can be executed by
processors 912, 932.
[0052] In view of the exemplary systems described herein, methodologies that may be implemented in accordance
with the disclosed subject matter have been described with reference to several flow diagrams. While for purposed of
simplicity, the methodologies are shown and described as a series of steps or blocks, it is to be understood and appreciated
that the claimed subject matter is not limited by the order of the steps or blocks, as some steps may occur in different
orders or concurrently with other steps from what is depicted and described herein. Moreover, one skilled in the art would
understand that the steps illustrated in the flow diagram are not exclusive and other steps may be included or one or
more of the steps in the example flow diagram may be deleted without affecting the scope of the present disclosure as
defined by the appended claims.
[0053] What has been described above includes examples of the various aspects. It is, of course, not possible to
describe every conceivable combination of components or methodologies for purposes of describing the various aspects,
but one of ordinary skill in the art may recognize that many further combinations and permutations are possible. Accord-
ingly, the subject specification is intended to embrace all such alternations, modifications and variations that fall within
the scope of the appended claims.

Claims

1. A method of uplink synchronization in a multiple carrier system, performed by a mobile station, the method comprising:

establishing uplink synchronization for a primary carrier;
activating a secondary carrier based on activation information received (S840) via the primary carrier; and
if the activation information includes an indicator indicating whether a periodic ranging is needed to be performed,
performing (S861, S862) the periodic ranging over the secondary carrier to adjust uplink synchronization for
the secondary carrier.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein an initial ranging is performed to establish the uplink synchronization for the primary
carrier.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the length of a ranging code for the initial ranging is longer than the length of a
ranging code for the periodic ranging.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the periodic ranging of the secondary carrier is performed based on a transmission
parameter of the primary carrier.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the periodic ranging is performed only when the indicator indicates the performing
of the periodic ranging.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the secondary carrier is selected from at least one assigned carrier which is previously
assigned to the mobile station.

7. A mobile station (910) in multiple carrier system comprising:

a radio frequency, RF, unit (915) to transmit or receive a radio signal; and
a processor (912) operatively connected with the RF unit (915) and configured to:

establish uplink synchronization for a primary carrier;
activate a secondary carrier based on activation information received (S840) via the primary carrier; and
if the activation information includes an indicator indicating whether a periodic ranging is needed to be
performed, perform (S861, S862) the periodic ranging over the secondary carrier to adjust uplink synchro-
nization for the secondary carrier.

8. The mobile station (910) of claim 7, wherein the processor is configured to perform an initial ranging to establish
the uplink synchronization for the primary carrier.
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9. The mobile station (910) of claim 8, wherein the length of a ranging code for the initial ranging is longer than the
length of a ranging code for the periodic ranging.

10. The mobile station (910) of claim 7, wherein the processor is configured to receive an instruction indicating that the
periodic ranging is performed to adjust uplink synchronization for the secondary carrier and the periodic ranging is
performed only when the instruction is received.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zur Uplink-Synchronisation in einem Mehrträgersystem, das durch eine Mobilstation durchgeführt wird,
wobei das Verfahren umfasst:

Herstellen von Uplink-Synchronisation für einen primären Träger;
Aktivieren eines sekundären Trägers basierend auf Aktivierungsinformationen, die über den primären Träger
empfangen werden (S840); und
wenn die Aktivierungsinformationen einen Indikator beinhalten, der angibt, ob ein periodisches Ranging durch-
geführt werden muss, Durchführen (S861, S862) des periodischen Rangings über den sekundären Träger, um
die Uplink-Synchronisation für den sekundären Träger anzupassen.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei ein initiales Ranging durchgeführt wird, um die Uplink-Synchronisation für den
primären Träger herzustellen.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 2, wobei die Länge eines Ranging-Codes für das initiale Ranging länger ist als die Länge
eines Ranging-Codes für das periodische Ranging.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das periodische Ranging des sekundären Trägers basierend auf einem Sende-
parameter des primären Trägers durchgeführt wird.

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das periodische Ranging nur durchgeführt wird, wenn der Indikator das Durch-
führen des periodischen Rangings angibt.

6. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei der sekundäre Träger aus wenigstens einem zugewiesenen Träger ausgewählt
wird, der zuvor der Mobilstation zugewiesen wird.

7. Mobilstation (910) in einem Mehrträgersystem, umfassend:

eine Funkfrequenz-, radio frequency - RF-, Einheit (915) zum Senden oder Empfangen eines Funksignals; und
einen Prozessor (912), der mit der RF-Einheit (915) wirkverbunden und für Folgendes ausgestaltet ist:

Herstellen von Uplink-Synchronisation für einen primären Träger;
Aktivieren eines sekundären Trägers basierend auf Aktivierungsinformationen, die über den primären Trä-
ger empfangen werden (S840); und
wenn die Aktivierungsinformationen einen Indikator beinhalten, der angibt, ob ein periodisches Ranging
durchgeführt werden muss, Durchführen (S861, S862) des periodischen Rangings über den sekundären
Träger, um die Uplink-Synchronisation für den sekundären Träger anzupassen.

8. Mobilstation (910) nach Anspruch 7, wobei der Prozessor dazu ausgestaltet ist, ein initiales Ranging durchzuführen,
um die Uplink-Synchronisation für den primären Träger herzustellen.

9. Mobilstation (910) nach Anspruch 8, wobei die Länge eines Ranging-Codes für das initiale Ranging länger ist als
die Länge eines Ranging-Codes für das periodische Ranging.

10. Mobilstation (910) nach Anspruch 7, wobei der Prozessor dazu ausgestaltet ist, eine Anweisung zu empfangen, die
angibt, dass das periodische Ranging durchgeführt wird, um die Uplink-Synchronisation für den sekundären Träger
anzupassen, und das periodische Ranging nur durchgeführt wird, wenn die Anweisung empfangen wird.
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Revendications

1. Procédé de synchronisation de liaison montante dans un système à porteuses multiples, mis en oeuvre par une
station mobile, le procédé comprenant :

l’établissement d’une synchronisation de liaison montante pour une porteuse primaire ;
l’activation d’une porteuse secondaire sur la base d’informations d’activation reçues (S840) par le biais de la
première porteuse ; et
si les informations d’activation comprennent un indicateur indiquant si un classement périodique doit être ef-
fectué, l’exécution (S861, S862) du classement périodique sur la porteuse secondaire pour ajuster une syn-
chronisation de liaison montante pour la porteuse secondaire.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel un classement initial est effectué pour l’établissement de la synchro-
nisation de liaison montante pour la porteuse primaire.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 2, dans lequel la longueur d’un code de classement pour le classement initial est
plus longue que la longueur d’un code de classement pour le classement périodique.

4. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le classement périodique de la porteuse secondaire est effectué sur
la base d’un paramètre de transmission de la porteuse primaire.

5. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le classement périodique est effectué seulement quand l’indicateur
indique l’exécution du classement périodique.

6. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la porteuse secondaire est sélectionnée à partir d’au moins une
porteuse allouée qui est précédemment allouée à la station mobile.

7. Station mobile (910) dans un système à porteuses multiples comprenant :

une unité de radiofréquence, RF, (915) pour transmettre ou recevoir un signal radio ; et
un processeur (912) fonctionnellement connecté à l’unité RF (915) et configuré pour :

établir une synchronisation de liaison montante pour une porteuse primaire ;
activer une porteuse secondaire sur la base d’informations d’activation reçues (S840) par le biais de la
première porteuse ; et
si les informations d’activation comprennent un indicateur indiquant si un classement périodique doit être
effectué, effectuer (S861, S862) le classement périodique sur la porteuse secondaire pour ajuster une
synchronisation de liaison montante pour la porteuse secondaire.

8. Station mobile (910) selon la revendication 7, dans laquelle le processeur est configuré pour effectuer un classement
périodique pour établir la synchronisation de liaison montante pour la porteuse primaire.

9. Station mobile (910) selon la revendication 8, dans laquelle la longueur d’un code de classement pour le classement
initial est plus longue que la longueur d’un code de classement pour le classement périodique.

10. Station mobile (910) selon la revendication 7, dans laquelle le processeur est configuré pour recevoir une instruction
indiquant que le classement périodique est effectué pour ajuster une synchronisation de liaison montante pour la
porteuse secondaire et le classement périodique est effectué seulement quand l’instruction est reçue.
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