
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
EP

3 
72

2 
68

7
A

1
*EP003722687A1*

(11) EP 3 722 687 A1
(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(43) Date of publication: 
14.10.2020 Bulletin 2020/42

(21) Application number: 20158163.4

(22) Date of filing: 19.02.2020

(51) Int Cl.:
F24F 5/00 (2006.01) F24F 11/65 (2018.01)

F24F 11/67 (2018.01) F24F 13/02 (2006.01)

F25B 13/00 (2006.01) F25B 25/00 (2006.01)

F24F 140/20 (2018.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
Designated Extension States: 
BA ME
Designated Validation States: 
KH MA MD TN

(30) Priority: 09.04.2019 KR 20190041168

(71) Applicant: LG Electronics Inc.
07336 SEOUL (KR)

(72) Inventors:  
• Shin, Ilyoong

08592 Seoul (KR)

• Sa, Yongcheol
08592 Seoul (KR)

• Song, Chiwoo
08592 Seoul (KR)

• Shin, Youngjoo
08592 Seoul (KR)

• Lee, Jisung
08592 Seoul (KR)

(74) Representative: Ter Meer Steinmeister & Partner
Patentanwälte mbB 
Nymphenburger Straße 4
80335 München (DE)

(54) AIR CONDITIONING APPARATUS

(57) An air conditioning apparatus include an outdoor
unit through which a refrigerant circulates, an indoor unit
through which water circulates, a heat exchange device
configured to connect the indoor unit to the outdoor unit,
the heat exchange device being configured to perform
heat exchange between the refrigerant and the water,
and first to third outdoor unit connection pipes configured
to connect the outdoor unit to the heat exchange device.
The heat exchange device includes a first heat exchang-
er and a second heat exchanger, a first branch pipe and
a second branch pipe, which are branched from the first
outdoor unit connection pipe, a first valve provided in
each of the first branch pipe and the second branch pipe,
a third branch pipe and a fourth branch pipe, which are
branched from the second outdoor unit connection pipe,
a second valve provided in each of the third branch pipe
and the fourth branch pipe, a first refrigerant pipe and a
second refrigerant pipe, which are branched from the
third outdoor unit connection pipe, a first expansion valve
provided in the first refrigerant pipe, and a second ex-
pansion valve provided in the second refrigerant pipe.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present disclosure relates to an air condi-
tioning apparatus.
[0002] Air conditioning apparatuses are apparatuses
that maintain air within a predetermined space in the most
proper state according to the use and purpose thereof.
In general, such an air conditioning apparatus includes
a compressor, a condenser, an expansion device, and
evaporator. Thus, the air conditioning apparatus has a
refrigerant cycle in which compression, condensation,
expansion, and evaporation processes of a refrigerant
are performed to cool or heat a predetermined space.
[0003] The predetermined space may be variously pro-
vided according to a place at which the air conditioning
apparatus is used. For example, the air conditioning ap-
paratus may be used in a home or an office.
[0004] When the air conditioning apparatus performs
a cooling operation, an outdoor heat exchanger provided
in an outdoor unit may serve as a condenser, and an
indoor heat exchanger provided in an indoor unit may
serve as an evaporator. On the other hand, when the air
conditioning apparatus performs a heating operation, the
indoor heat exchanger may serve as the condenser, and
the outdoor heat exchanger may serve as the evaporator.
[0005] In recent years, according to environmental reg-
ulations, there is a tendency to limit the type of refrigerant
used in the air conditioning apparatus and to reduce an
amount of used refrigerant.
[0006] To reduce an amount of used refrigerant, a tech-
nique for performing cooling or heating by performing
heat-exchange between a refrigerant and a predeter-
mined fluid has been proposed. For example, the prede-
termined fluid may include water.
[0007] Regarding a system for performing cooling or
heating through heat exchanger between a refrigerant
and water, the following prior art document is disclosed.

1. Japanese Patent Registration No. 5279919
2. Title of The Invention: Air Conditioning Apparatus

[0008] According to the above prior art document, the
air conditioning apparatus includes an outdoor unit, a
heat medium converter, and an indoor unit.
[0009] The heat medium converter includes a heat ex-
changer, a fastening device disposed at an upstream
side of the heat exchanger, and a refrigerant flow path
changing device disposed at a downstream side of the
heat exchanger.
[0010] The refrigerant flow path changing device is
connected to a refrigerant pipe through which a refriger-
ant that is in a low-temperature state flows during the
cooling operation.
[0011] According to the prior art document, in the cool-
ing operation, when a portion of a plurality of heat ex-
changers is used, if leakage of the refrigerant is prevent-

ed by the fastening device disposed at the upstream side
of the heat exchanger that is not used, the refrigerant
may flow along the refrigerant pipe to generate a refrig-
erant flow in the heat exchanger. In this case, there is a
limitation in which water is frozen in a flow path of the
heat exchanger, through which the water flows.

SUMMARY

[0012] An object is to provide an air conditioning ap-
paratus in which water is prevented from being frozen in
a water flow path of a heat exchanger even though a
refrigerant leaks to an unused heat exchanger when a
portion of the plurality of heat exchangers is used during
a cooling operation.
[0013] An object is to provide an air conditioning ap-
paratus in which a leaking refrigerant is collected from
an unused heat exchanger when the refrigerant leaks to
the unused heat exchanger.
[0014] One or more of the objects are solved by the
features of the independent claim. Features of preferred
embodiments are set out in the dependent claims. In one
embodiment, an air conditioning apparatus includes: an
outdoor unit through which a refrigerant circulates; an
indoor unit through which water circulates; a heat ex-
change device configured to connect the indoor unit to
the outdoor unit, the heat exchange device being config-
ured to perform heat exchange between the refrigerant
and the water; and first to third outdoor unit connection
pipes configured to connect the outdoor unit to the heat
exchange device. A control unit may be provided and
configured to control operation of the air conditioning ap-
paratus and its components.
[0015] The heat exchange apparatus may include a
plurality of heat exchangers, and only a portion of the
plurality of heat exchangers may be used in the cooling
operation.
[0016] The valves disposed at an outlet side of the un-
used heat exchanger may be maintained in the closed
state so that a flow of the refrigerant in the unused heat
exchanger occurs even though leakage of the refrigerant
occurs in the expansion valve disposed at an inlet side
of the unused heat exchanger of the plurality of heat ex-
changer during the cooling operation.
[0017] The heat exchange device may include at least
one of: a first heat exchanger and a second heat ex-
changer; a first branch pipe and a second branch pipe,
which are branched from the first outdoor unit connection
pipe; a first valve provided in each of the first branch pipe
and the second branch pipe; a third branch pipe and a
fourth branch pipe, which are branched from the second
outdoor unit connection pipe; a second valve provided in
each of the third branch pipe and the fourth branch pipe;
a first refrigerant pipe and a second refrigerant pipe,
which are branched from the third outdoor unit connec-
tion pipe; a first expansion valve provided in the first re-
frigerant pipe; and a second expansion valve provided
in the second refrigerant pipe.
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[0018] While the air conditioning apparatus performs
a cooling operation, when the first heat exchanger is
used, and the second heat exchanger is not used, the
first valve may be closed, the second valve provided in
the third branch pipe may be opened, the second valve
provided in the fourth branch pipe may be closed, the
first expansion valve is opened, and the second expan-
sion valve may be closed.
[0019] The heat exchange device may further include
a first bypass pipe bypassing the second valve in the
third branch pipe and a first bypass valve provided in the
first bypass pipe. The first bypass pipe may connect a
portion of the third branch pipe upstream of the second
valve to a portion of the third branch pipe or of a first
common gas pipe downstream of the second valve. The
heat exchange device may further include a second by-
pass pipe bypassing the second valve in the fourth
branch pipe and a second bypass valve provided in the
second bypass pipe. The second bypass pipe may con-
nect a portion of the fourth branch pipe upstream of the
second valve to a portion of the fourth branch pipe or of
a second common gas pipe downstream of the second
valve. The heat exchange device may further include at
least one of: a first common gas pipe to which the first
branch pipe and the third branch pipe are connected; a
first bypass pipe configured to connect the third branch
pipe to the first common gas pipe; a first bypass valve
provided in the first bypass pipe; a second common gas
pipe to which the second branch pipe and the fourth
branch pipe are connected; a second bypass pipe con-
figured to connect the fourth branch pipe to the second
common gas pipe; and a second bypass valve provided
in the second bypass pipe. The first common gas pipe
may be connected to the first heat exchanger and/or the
second common gas pipe may be connected to the sec-
ond heat exchanger. The first common gas pipe may be
connected to the first branch pipe and the third branch
pipe downstream of the first valve in the first branch pipe
and the second valve in the third branch pipe, respec-
tively. That is, the first common gas pipe may be con-
nected to the first branch pipe and the third branch pipe
at a position between the first heat exchanger and the
first valve in the first branch pipe and the second valve
in the third branch pipe, respectively.
[0020] The first common gas pipe may be connected
to the first heat exchanger. A second common gas pipe
may be connected to the second heat exchanger. The
first refrigerant pipe may be connected to the first heat
exchanger. The second refrigerant pipe may be connect-
ed to the second heat exchanger.
[0021] Each of the bypass valves may be a valve that
is capable of adjusting a flow rate of the refrigerant.
[0022] When the cooling operation of the air condition-
ing apparatus starts, the closed state of each of the first
and second bypass valves may be maintained.
[0023] Each of the heat exchangers may include: a re-
frigerant flow path through which the refrigerant flows;
and a water flow path through which the water to be heat-

exchanged with the refrigerant within the refrigerant flow
path flows, wherein the water flowing through the water
flow path may flow to the indoor unit.
[0024] The air conditioning apparatus may further in-
clude a temperature sensor configured to sense a tem-
perature of the refrigerant flow path of the second heat
exchanger.
[0025] When the temperature sensed by the temper-
ature sensor is below a reference temperature, a pump
configured to the water to the water flow path of the sec-
ond heat exchanger may operate.
[0026] The pump stops after the pump may operate
for a predetermined time or the pump intermittently turns
on/off
[0027] When it is sensed that the refrigerant is accu-
mulated in the refrigerant flow path of the second heat
exchanger, the second bypass valve may be opened in
a state in which the first bypass valve is closed.
[0028] The second bypass valve may intermittently op-
erate several times.
[0029] The second bypass valve may operate at pre-
determined time intervals from a time point at which the
second heat exchanger is not used.
[0030] While the air conditioning apparatus performs
the cooling operation, when the first heat exchanger and
the second heat exchanger are used, the first valve may
be closed, the second valve may be opened, the first
expansion valve and the second expansion valve may
be opened, and each of the bypass valves may be closed.
[0031] When the air conditioning apparatus performs
a heating operation, the first valve may be opened, the
second valve may be closed, the first expansion valve
and the second expansion valve may be opened, and
each of the bypass valves may be closed.
[0032] In another embodiment, an air conditioning ap-
paratus includes: an outdoor unit through which a refrig-
erant circulates; a plurality of indoor units through which
water circulates; and a heat exchange device configured
to connect the outdoor unit to the plurality of indoor units,
the heat exchange device being configured to perform
heat exchange between the refrigerant and the water,
wherein the heat exchange device includes: a plurality
of heat exchangers, each of which includes a refrigerant
flow path and a water flow path; a plurality of expansion
valves configured to expand the refrigerant to be intro-
duced into each of the plurality of heat exchangers during
a cooling operation; and a refrigerant collection part con-
figured to collect the refrigerant accumulated in the heat
exchanger, which is not used, into the outdoor unit when
some of the heat exchangers are used, the rest heat ex-
changers are not used. A control unit may be provided
and configured to control operation of the air conditioning
apparatus and its components.
[0033] The heat exchange device may include: a high-
pressure pipe through which a high-pressure refrigerant
flows; a first valve provided in the high-pressure pipe; a
low-pressure pipe through which a low-pressure refrig-
erant flows; and a second valve provided in the low-pres-
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sure pipe, wherein the refrigerant collection part may in-
clude: a bypass pipe connected to the low-pressure pipe
so that the refrigerant flows by bypassing the second
valve of the low-pressure pipe, and a bypass valve pro-
vided in the bypass pipe.
[0034] In the cooling operation, the second valve of the
low-pressure pipe corresponding to the heat exchanger,
which is not used, may be maintained in a closed state.
[0035] In the state in which the second valve is closed,
the bypass valve may be opened to collect the refrigerant
accumulated in the heat exchanger, which is not used,
into the outdoor unit.
[0036] The bypass valve may intermittently operate
several times.
[0037] The bypass valve may operate at predeter-
mined time intervals from a time point at which the rest
heat exchangers are not used.
[0038] The details of one or more embodiments are
set forth in the accompanying drawings and the descrip-
tion below. Other features will be apparent from the de-
scription and drawings, and from the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0039]

FIG. 1 is a schematic view illustrating a configuration
of an air conditioning apparatus according to an em-
bodiment.
FIG. 2 is a cycle diagram illustrating the configuration
of the air conditioning apparatus according to an em-
bodiment.
FIG. 3 is a cycle diagram illustrating flows of a refrig-
erant and water in the heat exchange device during
a heating operation of the air conditioning apparatus
according to an embodiment.
FIG. 4 is a cycle diagram illustrating flows of the re-
frigerant and the water in the heat exchange device
during a cooling operation of the air conditioning ap-
paratus according to an embodiment.
FIG. 5 is a cycle diagram illustrating flows of the re-
frigerant and the water when only a portion of a plu-
rality of heat exchangers during the cooling operation
of the air conditioning apparatus according to an em-
bodiment.
FIG. 6 is a cycle diagram illustrating a state in which
the refrigerant is collected from an unused heat ex-
changer.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

[0040] Hereinafter, some embodiments of the present
invention will be described in detail with reference to the
accompanying drawings. Exemplary embodiments of the
present invention will be described below in more detail
with reference to the accompanying drawings. It is noted
that the same or similar components in the drawings are
designated by the same reference numerals as far as

possible even if they are shown in different drawings.
Further, in description of embodiments of the present dis-
closure, when it is determined that detailed descriptions
of well-known configurations or functions disturb under-
standing of the embodiments of the present disclosure,
the detailed descriptions will be omitted.
[0041] Also, in the description of the embodiments of
the present disclosure, the terms such as first, second,
A, B, (a) and (b) may be used. Each of the terms is merely
used to distinguish the corresponding component from
other components, and does not delimit an essence, an
order or a sequence of the corresponding component. It
should be understood that when one component is "con-
nected", "coupled" or "joined" to another component, the
former may be directly connected or jointed to the latter
or may be "connected", coupled" or "joined" to the latter
with a third component interposed therebetween.
[0042] FIG. 1 is a schematic view illustrating a config-
uration of an air conditioning apparatus according to an
embodiment, and FIG. 2 is a cycle diagram illustrating
the configuration of the air conditioning apparatus ac-
cording to an embodiment.
[0043] Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, an air conditioning
apparatus 1 according to an embodiment is connected
to an outdoor unit 10, an indoor unit 50, and a heat ex-
change device connected to the outdoor unit 10 and the
indoor unit 50.
[0044] The outdoor unit 10 and the heat exchange de-
vice 100 may be fluidly connected by a first fluid. For
example, the first fluid may include a refrigerant.
[0045] The refrigerant may flow through a refrigerant
flow path of a heat exchanger, which is provided in the
heat exchange device 100, and the outdoor unit 10.
[0046] The outdoor unit 10 may include a compressor
11 and an outdoor heat exchanger 15.
[0047] An outdoor fan 16 may be provided at one side
of the outdoor heat exchanger 15 to blow external air
toward the outdoor heat exchanger 15 so that heat ex-
change between the external air and the refrigerant of
the outdoor heat exchanger 15 is performed. The outdoor
unit 10 may further include a main expansion valve 18
(EEV).
[0048] The air conditioning apparatus 1 may further
include connection pipes 20, 25, and 27 connecting the
outdoor unit 10 to the heat exchange device 100.
[0049] The connection pipes 20, 25, and 27 may in-
clude a first outdoor unit connection pipe 20 as a gas
pipe (a high-pressure gas pipe) through which a high-
pressure gas refrigerant flows, a second outdoor unit
connection pipe 25 as a gas pipe (a low-pressure gas
pipe) through which a low-pressure gas refrigerant flows,
and a third outdoor unit connection pipe 27 as a liquid
pipe through which a liquid refrigerant flows.
[0050] That is, the outdoor unit 10 and the heat ex-
change device 100 may have a "three pipe connection
structure", and the refrigerant may circulate through the
outdoor unit 10 and the heat exchange device 100 by the
three connection pipes 20, 25, and 27.
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[0051] The heat exchange device 100 and the indoor
unit 50 may be fluidly connected by a second fluid. For
example, the second fluid may include water.
[0052] The water may flow through a water flow path
of a heat exchanger, which is provided in the heat ex-
change device 100, and the outdoor unit 10.
[0053] The heat exchange device 100 may include a
plurality of heat exchangers 140 and 141. Each of the
heat exchangers 140 and 141 may include, for example,
a plate heat exchanger.
[0054] The indoor unit 50 may include a plurality of
indoor units 60 and 70. In this embodiment, the number
of plurality of indoor units 60 and 70 is not limited. In FIG.
1, for example, two indoor units 60 and 70 are connected
to the heat exchange device 100.
[0055] The plurality of indoor units 60 and 70 may in-
clude a first indoor unit 60 and a second indoor unit 70.
[0056] The air conditioning apparatus 1 may further
include pipes 30 and 35 connecting the heat exchange
device 100 to the indoor unit 50.
[0057] The pipes 30 and 35 may include a first indoor
unit connection pipe 30 and a second indoor unit con-
nection pipe 35, which connect the heat exchange device
100 to each of indoor units 60 and 70.
[0058] The water may circulate through the heat ex-
change device 100 and the indoor unit 50 via the indoor
unit connection pipes 30 and 50.
[0059] Here, the number of indoor units increases, the
number of pipes connecting the heat exchange device
100a to the indoor units may also increase.
[0060] According to the above-described configura-
tion, the refrigerant circulating through the outdoor unit
10 and the heat exchange device 100 and the water cir-
culating through the heat exchange device 100 and the
indoor unit 50 are heat-exchanged with each other
through the heat exchangers 140 and 141 provided in
the heat exchange device 100.
[0061] The water cooled or heated through the heat
exchange may be heat-exchanged with the indoor heat
exchangers 61 and 71 to perform cooling or heating in
the indoor space.
[0062] The plurality of heat exchangers 140 and 141
may be provided in the same number as the number of
plurality of indoor units 60 and 70. Alternatively, two or
more indoor units may be connected to one heat ex-
changer.
[0063] Hereinafter, the heat exchange device 100 will
be described in detail.
[0064] The heat exchange device 100 may include a
first heat exchanger 140 and a second heat exchanger
141, which are fluidly connected to the indoor units 60
and 70, respectively.
[0065] The first heat exchanger 140 and the second
heat exchanger 141 may have the same structure.
[0066] Each of the heat exchangers 140 and 141 may
include a plate heat exchanger as an example, and the
water flow path and the refrigerant flow path may be al-
ternately stacked.

[0067] Each of the heat exchangers 140 and 141 may
include refrigerant flow paths 140a and 141a and water
flow paths 140b and 141b.
[0068] The refrigerant flow paths 140a and 141a may
be fluidly connected to the outdoor unit 10, and the re-
frigerant discharged from the outdoor unit 10 may be in-
troduced into the refrigerant flow paths 140a and 141a,
and then the refrigerant passing through the refrigerant
flow paths 140a and 141a may be introduced into the
outdoor unit 10.
[0069] Each of the water flow paths 140b and 141b
may be connected to each of the indoor units 60 and 70,
and the water discharged from each of the indoor units
60 and 70 may be introduced into the water flow paths
140b and 141b, and then the water passing through the
water flow path 140b may be introduced into each of the
indoor units 60 and 70.
[0070] The heat exchange device 100 may include a
first branch pipe 101 and a second branch pipe 102,
which are branched from the first outdoor unit connection
pipe 20.
[0071] For example, a high-pressure refrigerant may
flow through the first branch pipe 101 and the second
branch pipe 102. Therefore, the first branch pipe 101 and
the second branch pipe 102 may be referred to as high-
pressure pipes.
[0072] The first branch pipes 101 and the second
branch pipes 102 may be provided with first valves 103
and 104, respectively. However, the number of branch
pipes branched from the first outdoor unit connection pipe
20 is not limited.
[0073] The heat exchange device 100 may include a
third branch pipe 105 and a fourth branch pipe 106, which
are branched from the second outdoor unit connection
pipe 25.
[0074] For example, a low-pressure refrigerant may
flow through the third branch pipe 105 and the fourth
branch pipe 106. Therefore, the third branch pipe 105
and the fourth branch pipe 106 may be referred to as, for
example, low-pressure pipes.
[0075] The third branch pipe 105 and the fourth branch
pipe 106 may be provided with second valves 107 and
108, respectively. However, the number of branch pipes
branched from the second outdoor unit connection pipe
25 is not limited.
[0076] The heat exchange apparatus 100 includes a
first common gas pipe 111 to which the first branch pipe
101 and the third branch pipe 105 are connected and a
second common gas pipe 112 to which the second
branch pipe 102 and the fourth branch pipe are connect-
ed.
[0077] The first common gas pipe 111 may be con-
nected to one end of the refrigerant flow path 140a of the
first heat exchanger 140.
[0078] The refrigerant pipes 121 and 122 may be con-
nected to the other ends of the refrigerant flow paths 140a
and 141a of the heat exchangers 140 and 141, respec-
tively.
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[0079] The first refrigerant pipe 121 may be connected
to the first heat exchanger 140, and the second refriger-
ant pipe 122 may be connected to the second heat ex-
changer 141.
[0080] A first expansion valve 123 may be provided in
the first refrigerant pipe 121, and a second expansion
valve 124 may be provided in the second refrigerant pipe
122.
[0081] The first refrigerant pipe 121 and the second
refrigerant pipe 122 may be connected to the third out-
door unit connection pipe 27.
[0082] Each of the expansion valves 123 and 124 may
include, for example, an electronic expansion valve
(EEV).
[0083] The EEV may adjust a degree of opening there-
of to allow a pressure of the refrigerant passing through
the expansion valve to drop down. For example, when
the expansion valve is fully opened, the refrigerant may
pass through the expansion valve without dropping
down, and when the degree of opening of the expansion
valve decreases, the refrigerant may be decompressed.
A degree of decompression of the refrigerant may in-
crease as the degree of opening decreases.
[0084] The heat exchange device 100 may further in-
clude a first bypass pipe 113 connecting the third branch
pipe 105 to the first common gas pipe 111.
[0085] The first bypass pipe 113 allows the refrigerant
to bypass the second valve 107 of the third branch pipe
105. A first control valve 114 may be provided in the first
bypass pipe 113.
[0086] The heat exchange device 100 may further in-
clude a second bypass pipe 115 connecting the fourth
branch pipe 106 to the second common gas pipe 112.
[0087] The second bypass pipe 115 allows the refrig-
erant to bypass the second valve 108 of the fourth branch
pipe 106. The second bypass pipe 115 may be provided
with a second control valve 116.
[0088] The first and second control valves 114 and 116
are valves capable of adjusting a flow rate of the refrig-
erant. That is, the control valve 114, 116 may be an elec-
tronic expansion valve that is capable of adjusting an
opening degree.
[0089] The indoor unit connection pipes 30 and 35 may
include heat exchanger inlet pipes 31 and 36 and heat
exchanger outlet pipes 32 and 37.
[0090] Each of the heat exchanger inlet pipes 31 and
36 may be provided with pumps 151 and 152, respec-
tively.
[0091] Each of the heat exchanger inlet pipes 31 and
36 and each of the heat exchanger outlet pipes 32 and
37 may be connected to the indoor heat exchanger 61
and 71, respectively.
[0092] The heat exchanger inlet pipes 31 and 36 serve
as indoor unit inlet pipes with respect to the indoor heat
exchangers 61 and 71, and the heat exchanger outlet
pipes 32 and 37 serve as the indoor heat exchangers 61
and 71 with respect to the indoor heat exchangers 61
and 71.

[0093] FIG. 3 is a cycle diagram illustrating flows of the
refrigerant and the water in the heat exchange device
during the heating operation of the air conditioning ap-
paratus according to an embodiment.
[0094] Referring to FIG. 3, when the air conditioning
apparatus 1 performs the heating operation (a plurality
of indoor units operate to perform the heating operation),
the high-pressure gas refrigerant compressed by the
compressor 11 of the outdoor unit 10 may flow to the first
outdoor unit connection pipe 20 and then be branched
into the first branch pipe 101 and the second branch part
102.
[0095] When the air conditioning apparatus 1 perform
the heating operation, the first valves 103 and 104 of the
first and second branch pipes 101 and 102 are opened,
and the second valves 107 and 108 of the third and fourth
branch pipes 105 and 106 are closed. Also, the first and
second bypass valves 114 and 116 are closed.
[0096] The refrigerant branched into the first branch
pipe 101 flows along the first common gas pipe 111 and
then flows into the refrigerant flow path 140a of the first
heat exchanger 140.
[0097] The refrigerant branched into the second
branch pipe 102 flows along the second common gas
pipe 112 and then flows into the refrigerant flow path
141a of the second heat exchanger 141.
[0098] In this embodiment, when the air conditioning
apparatus 1 performs the heating operation, each of the
heat exchangers 140 and 141 may serve as a condenser.
[0099] When the air conditioning apparatus 1 performs
the heating operation, the first expansion valve 123 and
the second expansion valve 124 are opened.
[0100] The refrigerant passing through the refrigerant
flow paths 140a and 141a of the heat exchangers 140
and 141 flows to the third outdoor unit connection pipe
27 after passing through the expansion valves 123 and
124.
[0101] The refrigerant discharged into the third outdoor
unit connection pipe 27 may be introduced into the out-
door unit 10 and then be introduced into the compressor
11. The high-pressure refrigerant compressed by the
compressor 11 again flows to the heat exchange device
100 through the first outdoor unit connection pipe 20.
[0102] The water flowing through the water flow paths
140b and 141b of the heat exchangers 140 and 141 may
be heated by the heat-exchange with the refrigerant, and
the heated water may be supplied to each of the indoor
heat exchangers 61 and 71 to perform the heating.
[0103] FIG. 4 is a cycle diagram illustrating flows of the
refrigerant and the water in the heat exchange device
during the cooling operation of the air conditioning appa-
ratus according to an embodiment.
[0104] Referring to FIG. 4, when the air conditioning
apparatus 1 performs the cooling operation (the plurality
of indoor units operate to perform the cooling operation),
a high-pressure liquid refrigerant condensed in the out-
door heat exchanger 15 of the outdoor unit 10 may flow
to the third outdoor unit connection pipe 27 and then be
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distributed into the first refrigerant pipe 121 and the sec-
ond refrigerant pipe 122.
[0105] Since the expansion valves 123 and 124 pro-
vided in the first and second refrigerant pipes 121 and
122 are opened to a predetermined degree, the refriger-
ant may be decompressed into the low-pressure refrig-
erant while passing through the expansion valves 123
and 124.
[0106] The decompressed refrigerant may be heat-ex-
changed with the water and thus be evaporated while
flowing along the refrigerant flow paths 140a and 141a
of the heat exchangers 140 and 141. That is, when the
air conditioning apparatus 1 performs the cooling oper-
ation, each of the heat exchangers 140 and 141 may
serve as an evaporator.
[0107] While the air conditioning apparatus 1 performs
the cooling operation, the first valves 103 and 104 of the
first and second branch pipes 101 and 102 are closed,
and the second valves 107 and 108 of the third and fourth
branch pipes 105 and 106 are opened. Also, the bypass
valves 114 and 116 are closed.
[0108] Therefore, the refrigerant passing through the
refrigerant flow paths 140a and 141a of the heat exchang-
ers 140 and 141 flows to each of the common gas pipes
111 and 112.
[0109] The refrigerant flowing to each of the common
gas pipes 111 and 112 flows into the second outdoor unit
connection pipe 25 after flowing through the third and
fourth branch pipes 105 and 106.
[0110] The refrigerant discharged into the second out-
door unit connection pipe 25 may be introduced into the
outdoor unit 10 and then be introduced into the compres-
sor 11. The high-pressure refrigerant compressed by the
compressor 11 may be condensed in the outdoor heat
exchanger 15, and the condensed liquid refrigerant may
again flow along the third outdoor unit connection pipe 27.
[0111] Since the flow of the water is the same as that
described in FIG. 3, a detailed description thereof will be
omitted.
[0112] FIG. 5 is a cycle diagram illustrating flows of the
refrigerant and the water when only a portion of the plu-
rality of heat exchangers during the cooling operation of
the air conditioning apparatus according to an embodi-
ment. FIG. 6 is a cycle diagram illustrating a state in which
the refrigerant is collected from an unused heat exchang-
er.
[0113] First, referring to FIG. 5, when the number of
indoor units, in which the cooling operation is performed,
is small, or a cooling load of the indoor units is small, only
a portion of the plurality of heat exchangers may be used
as the evaporator.
[0114] In FIG. 5, the first heat exchanger 140 is used,
and the second heat exchanger 141 is not used. The
following description may be equally applicable to a case
in which the second heat exchanger 141 is used, and the
first heat exchanger 140 is not used.
[0115] When the air conditioning apparatus 1 performs
the cooling operation, the high-pressure liquid refrigerant

condensed in the outdoor heat exchanger 15 of the out-
door unit 10 may flow through the third outdoor unit con-
nection pipe 27 and then be distributed into the first re-
frigerant pipe 121and the second cold delivery pipe 122.
[0116] Here, the first expansion valve 123 correspond-
ing to the used first heat exchanger 140 is opened, and
the second expansion valve 124 corresponding to the
unused second heat exchanger 141 is closed.
[0117] Also, the valve 107 of the third branch pipe 105
corresponding to the used first heat exchanger 140 is
opened, and the valve of the fourth branch pipe 106 cor-
responding to the unused fourth heat exchanger 141 is
closed.
[0118] Also, when the air conditioning apparatus 1
starts the cooling operation, the bypass valves 114 and
116 are in a closed state.
[0119] As a result, since the refrigerant is capable of
flowing through the first refrigerant pipe 121, the refrig-
erant flows through the first expansion valve 123 after
being expanded while passing through the first heat ex-
changer 140. The refrigerant flowing through the first ex-
changer 140 flows to the first common gas pipe 111.
[0120] The refrigerant flowing to the first common gas
pipe 111 flows to the second outdoor unit connection pipe
25 after flowing through the third branch pipe 105.
[0121] The refrigerant discharged into the second out-
door unit connection pipe 25 may be introduced into the
outdoor unit 10 and then be introduced into the compres-
sor 11. The high-pressure refrigerant compressed by the
compressor 11 may be condensed in the outdoor heat
exchanger 15, and the condensed liquid refrigerant may
again flow along the third outdoor unit connection pipe 27.
[0122] Since the valve 108 of the fourth branch pipe
106 is closed, and the second expansion valve 124 is
closed, the refrigerant does not flow in the second heat
exchanger 141.
[0123] Therefore, even if the water exists in the water
flow path 141b within the second heat exchanger 141,
the second heat exchanger 141 may be prevented from
being damaged by the water in the water flow path 141b,
which is frozen by the refrigerant.
[0124] Since the second heat exchanger 141 is not
used, the water does not flow to the water flow path 140b
of the second heat exchanger 141.
[0125] Even through the second expansion valve 124
is closed because the second heat exchanger 141 is not
used, a small amount of refrigerant may leak from the
second expansion valve 124.
[0126] The leakage of the refrigerant means that the
refrigerant passes through the second expansion valve
124.
[0127] If the refrigerant leaks from the second expan-
sion valve 124, the leaking refrigerant is accumulated in
the refrigerant flow path 141a of the second heat ex-
changer 141.
[0128] When the refrigerant leaks from the second ex-
pansion valve 124, an opening degree of the second ex-
pansion valve 124 is very small, and thus, when a small

11 12 



EP 3 722 687 A1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

amount of refrigerant passes through the second expan-
sion valve 124, a temperature of the refrigerant may sig-
nificantly decrease.
[0129] In the state in which the temperature of the re-
frigerant significantly decreases as described above,
when the refrigerant flows through the second heat ex-
changer 141, the water existing in the water flow path
141b may be more easily frozen when compared to a
case in which the refrigerant is stagnated in the second
heat exchanger 141.
[0130] Like this embodiment, when the valve 108 of
the fourth branch pipe 106 corresponding to the unused
second heat exchanger 141 is closed, the refrigerant
does not flow in the refrigerant flow path 141a of the sec-
ond heat exchanger 141 and the second common gas
pipe 112.
[0131] When the refrigerant leaks from the second ex-
pansion valve 124, the temperature of the refrigerant flow
path 141a of the second heat exchanger 141 decreases.
Therefore, a temperature sensor 141c may sense an inlet
temperature or an outlet temperature of the refrigerant
flow path 141a.
[0132] FIG. 6 illustrates an example in which the tem-
perature sensor 141c senses the outlet temperature of
the refrigerant flow path 141a.
[0133] When the temperature sensed by the temper-
ature sensor 141c reaches a reference temperature, the
second pump 152 may operate so that the water flows
through the water flow path 141b to prevent the water
from being frozen in the water flow path 141b.
[0134] The second pump 152 may be stopped after
operating for a predetermined time or may be intermit-
tently and repeatedly turned on and off.
[0135] When the refrigerant leaking from the second
expansion valve 124 is continuously accumulated in the
second heat exchanger 141, an amount of used refrig-
erant flowing to the first heat exchanger 140 is reduced.
That is, refrigerant cycle performance may be deteriorat-
ed due to the lack of the refrigerant.
[0136] Therefore, to collect the refrigerant accumulat-
ed in the unused heat exchanger into the outdoor unit
10, the bypass valve 116 corresponding to the unused
heat exchanger may be intermittently opened.
[0137] For example, the second bypass valve 116 cor-
responding to the unused second heat exchanger 141
may be opened. Here, an opening degree of the second
bypass valve 116 may be adjusted to control an amount
of refrigerant that is collected into the outdoor unit 10.
[0138] The refrigerant that is in an abnormal state may
leak into the second heat exchanger 141. When a time
for which the refrigerant is stagnated in the second heat
exchanger 141 increases, the gas refrigerant may be
condensed into the liquid refrigerant. As a result, most
of the refrigerant accumulated in the second heat ex-
changer 141 may be a liquid refrigerant.
[0139] When an amount of liquid refrigerant to be col-
lected is large because the opening degree of the second
bypass valve 116 is large, the time taken to collect the

refrigerant may decrease. However, the low pressure of
the compressor may increase by the liquid refrigerant
that is suddenly collected, and thus, the cycle perform-
ance may be deteriorated.
[0140] Therefore, in this embodiment, as illustrated in
FIG. 6, the opening degree of the second bypass valve
116 may be adjusted so that a small amount of refrigerant
is repeatedly collected several times.
[0141] For example, the refrigerant may be collected
by the second bypass valve 116 at a predetermined time
interval from a time point at which the second heat ex-
changer 141 is not used.
[0142] Alternatively, when it is determined that the col-
lection of the refrigerant is required by determining a state
of the refrigerant flowing through the outdoor unit 10 and
the heat exchange device 100, the second bypass valve
116 may operate.
[0143] When the second bypass valve 116 operates,
the refrigerant accumulated in the second heat exchang-
er 141 flows to the second outdoor unit connection pipe
25 via the second common gas pipe 112 and the second
bypass pipe 115.
[0144] According to the proposed embodiment, when
a portion of the plurality of heat exchangers is used, since
the refrigerant does not flow in the unused heat exchang-
er even though the refrigerant leaks to the unused heat
exchanger, the water in the water flow path of the unused
heat exchanger may be prevented from being frozen.
[0145] Also, when the refrigerant leaks to the unused
heat exchanger, the leaking refrigerant may be collected
from the unused heat exchanger to the outdoor unit, and
thus the shortage of the refrigerant may be prevented.
[0146] In this embodiment, the pipe and the valve,
through which the refrigerant accumulated in the unused
heat exchanger is collected into the outdoor unit, may
referred to as a refrigerant collection part. For example,
the refrigerant collection part may include the bypass
pipe and the bypass valve.
[0147] Although embodiments have been described
with reference to a number of illustrative embodiments
thereof, it should be understood that numerous other
modifications and embodiments can be devised by those
skilled in the art that will fall within the spirit and scope
of the principles of this disclosure. More particularly, var-
ious variations and modifications are possible in the com-
ponent parts and/or arrangements of the subject combi-
nation arrangement within the scope of the disclosure,
the drawings and the appended claims. In addition to
variations and modifications in the component parts
and/or arrangements, alternative uses will also be ap-
parent to those skilled in the art.

Claims

1. An air conditioning apparatus comprising:

an outdoor unit (10) for circulating refrigerant
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therethrough;
at least one indoor unit (50) for circulating water
therethrough;
a heat exchange device (100) connected to the
indoor unit (50) and to the outdoor unit (10) for
performing heat exchange between the refrig-
erant and the water;
first to third outdoor unit connection pipes (20,
25, 27) connecting the outdoor unit (10) to the
heat exchange device (100), respectively; and
a control unit configured to control at least one
of the outdoor unit (10), the indoor unit (50) and
the heat exchange device (100);
wherein the heat exchange device (100) com-
prises:

a first heat exchanger (140) and a second
heat exchanger (141);
a first branch pipe (101) and a second
branch pipe (102), which are branched from
the first outdoor unit connection pipe (20),
respectively;
a first valve (103, 104) respectively provided
in the first branch pipe (101) and in the sec-
ond branch pipe (102);
a third branch pipe (105) and a fourth branch
pipe (106), which are branched from the
second outdoor unit connection pipe (25),
respectively;
a second valve (107, 108) respectively pro-
vided in the third branch pipe (105) and in
the fourth branch pipe (106);
a first refrigerant pipe (121) and a second
refrigerant pipe (122), which are branched
from the third outdoor unit connection pipe
(27), respectively;
a first expansion valve (123) provided in the
first refrigerant pipe (121); and
a second expansion valve (124) provided in
the second refrigerant pipe (122),
wherein, when in a cooling operation of the
air conditioning apparatus, the control unit
is configured to control that only the first
heat exchanger (140) is to be used, the first
valves (103, 104) are closed, the second
valve (107) provided in the third branch pipe
(105) is open, the second valve (108) pro-
vided in the fourth branch pipe (106) is
closed, the first expansion valve (123) is
open, and the second expansion valve
(124) is closed.

2. The air conditioning apparatus of claim 1, wherein
the heat exchange device (100) further comprises
at least one of:

a first bypass pipe (113) bypassing the second
valve (107) provided in the third branch pipe

(105) and a first bypass valve (114) provided in
the first bypass pipe (113); and
a second bypass pipe (115) bypassing the sec-
ond valve (108) provided in the fourth branch
pipe (106) and a second bypass valve (116) pro-
vided in the second bypass pipe (115).

3. The air conditioning apparatus of claim 2, wherein
the first and/or second bypass valve (114, 116) is a
valve configured for adjusting a flow rate of the re-
frigerant.

4. The air conditioning apparatus of claim 2 or 3, where-
in, when the cooling operation of the air conditioning
apparatus starts, the control unit is configured to con-
trol that a closed state of the first and/or second by-
pass valve (114, 116) is maintained.

5. The air conditioning apparatus of claim 2, 3 or 4,
wherein the control unit is configured to control that
the first and/or second bypass valve (114, 116) is
closed in a heating operation of the air conditioning
apparatus and/or in a cooling operation where the
first and the second heat exchanger (140, 141) are
operated.

6. The air conditioning apparatus according to any one
of the preceding claims, wherein the heat exchange
device (100) further comprises:

a first common gas pipe (111) connected to the
first branch pipe (101) and the third branch pipe
(105); and/or
a second common gas pipe (112) connected to
the second branch pipe (105) and the fourth
branch pipe (106).

7. The air conditioning apparatus of claim 6, wherein
the first common gas pipe (111) and/or the first re-
frigerant pipe (121) is connected to the first heat ex-
changer (140), and/or wherein the second common
gas pipe (112) and/or the second refrigerant pipe
(122) is connected to the second heat exchanger
(141).

8. The air conditioning apparatus of claim 7, further
comprising a temperature sensor (141c) provided re-
spectively in the first common gas pipe (111) and/or
in the second common gas pipe (112) for sensing a
temperature of the refrigerant flowing therein.

9. The air conditioning apparatus according to any one
of the preceding claims, wherein each of the first and
second heat exchangers (140, 141) comprises:

a refrigerant flow path (140a, 141a) allowing the
refrigerant to flow therethrough;
a water flow path (140b, 141b) allowing the wa-
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ter to be heat-exchanged with the refrigerant
within the refrigerant flow path (140a, 141a) to
flow therethrough, wherein the water flows from
the water flow path (140b, 141b) of the respec-
tive heat exchanger (140, 141) to the indoor unit
(50); and
a temperature sensor (141c) arranged to sense
a temperature of the refrigerant in the refrigerant
flow path (141a) of the second heat exchanger
(141).

10. The air conditioning apparatus of claim 8 or 9, further
comprising a pump (152) configured to pump water
to the water flow path (141b) of the second heat ex-
changer (141),
wherein, when the temperature sensed by the tem-
perature sensor (141c) is below a reference temper-
ature, the control unit is configured to operate the
pump (152).

11. The air conditioning apparatus of claim 10, wherein
the control unit is configured to stop operation of the
pump (152) after the pump (152) operates for a pre-
determined time or the control unit is configured to
operate the pump (152) intermittently.

12. The air conditioning apparatus according to any one
of the preceding claims, wherein, when it is sensed
that refrigerant is accumulated in the second heat
exchanger (141), the control unit is configured to
control that the second bypass valve (116) is opened
while the first bypass valve (114) is closed.

13. The air conditioning apparatus of claim 12, wherein
the control unit is configured to operate the second
bypass valve (116) intermittently at predetermined
time intervals from a time point at which only the first
heat exchanger (140) is used in the cooling opera-
tion.

14. The air conditioning apparatus according to any one
of the preceding claims, wherein, when the first heat
exchanger (140) and the second heat exchanger
(141) are used in the cooling operation of the air con-
ditioning apparatus, the control unit is configured to
control that the first valves (103, 104) are closed, the
second valves (107, 108) are open, and the first ex-
pansion valve (123) and the second expansion valve
(124) are open.

15. The air conditioning apparatus according to any one
of the preceding claims, wherein, in a heating oper-
ation of the air conditioning apparatus, the control
unit is configured to control that the first valves (103,
104) are open, the second valves (107, 108) are
closed, and the first expansion valve (123) and the
second expansion valve (124) are opened.
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