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(54) WATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEM FOR ANGLE OF ATTACK SENSORS

(57) An angle of attack sensor (10) includes a hous-
ing (32) having an open first end (34) and a closed second
end (36), a heated chassis (24) positioned within the open
first end (34) of the housing (32), a mounting plate (12)
positioned on the heated chassis (24) adjacent the open
first end (34) of the housing (32) such that an internal
chamber is formed between the heated chassis (24) and
the mounting plate (12), a transducer compartment (38)
between the heated chassis (24) and the closed second
end (36) of the housing (32), and a water management
system located adjacent the internal chamber and the

transducer compartment (38). The water management
system includes an annular chamber positioned in the
internal chamber (30), a first tube (60) at a first end of
the annular chamber (54), and a second tube (62) at a
second end of the annular chamber (54). The first tube
(60) has a hole such that the first tube (60) is in fluid
communication with the annular chamber (54) and the
internal chamber (30), and the second tube (62) is in fluid
communication with the annular chamber (54) and the
transducer compartment (38).
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present disclosure relates to sensors, and
in particular, to angle of attack sensors. Angle of attack
sensors are installed on sides of aircraft to measure the
angle of ascent or descent of the aircraft. The transducer
compartment of an angle of attack sensor holds the trans-
ducer and other electronic components of the sensor.
For optimum functionality, the transducer compartment
is at the same pressure as the outside environment. As
a result, water or other fluid from the outside environment
can infiltrate the transducer compartment. Such water
can cause damage to the electronic components of the
sensor.

SUMMARY

[0002] An angle of attack sensor includes a housing
having an open first end and a closed second end, a
heated chassis positioned within the open first end of the
housing, a mounting plate positioned on the heated chas-
sis adjacent the open first end of the housing such that
an internal chamber is formed between the heated chas-
sis and the mounting plate, a transducer compartment
between the heated chassis and the closed second end
of the housing, and a water management system located
adjacent the internal chamber and the transducer com-
partment. The water management system includes an
annular chamber positioned in the internal chamber, a
first tube at a first end of the annular chamber, and a
second tube at a second end of the annular chamber.
The first tube has a hole such that the first tube is in fluid
communication with the annular chamber and the internal
chamber, and the second tube is in fluid communication
with the annular chamber and the transducer compart-
ment.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0003]

FIG. 1 is a perspective top view of an angle of attack
sensor.
FIG. 2 is a perspective top view of the angle of attack
sensor with a mounting plate removed.
FIG. 3A is an isometric cross-sectional view of the
angle of attack sensor in a first position.
FIG. 3B is an isometric cross-sectional view of the
angle of attack sensor in a second position.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0004] An angle of attack sensor has a water manage-
ment system to prevent water from the outside environ-
ment from entering the transducer compartment while
maintaining constant pressure communication between

the transducer compartment and the outside environ-
ment. The water management system of the angle of
attack sensor is structured such that it functions on both
sides of the aircraft.
[0005] FIG. 1 is a perspective top view of angle of at-
tack sensor 10. Angle of attack sensor 10 includes mount-
ing plate 12, mounting holes 14, opening 16, vane 18,
slinger 20, void 22, heated chassis 24, fasteners 26, and
vent holes 28.
[0006] Mounting plate 12 has mounting holes 14 locat-
ed around a periphery of mounting plate 12. Mounting
holes 14 extend through mounting plate 12. In this em-
bodiment, mounting plate has eight mounting holes 14.
Mounting plate 12 has circular opening 16 at its center.
Vane 18 extends through opening 16 of mounting plate
12. Slinger 20 also extends through opening 16 of mount-
ing plate 12. Vane 18 is attached or mounted to slinger
20. Slinger 20 is a ring around vane 18. Void 22 surrounds
slinger 20. A portion of heated chassis 24 also extends
through opening 16 of mounting plate 12. Heated chassis
24 surrounds void 22. As such, void 22 acts as a repre-
sentation of the boundary between parts, such as vane
18 and slinger 20, that rotate and parts, such as heated
chassis 24 and mounting plate 12, that do not rotate.
Fasteners 26 are positioned around mounting plate 12
interior to mounting holes 14. Fasteners 26 extend
through mounting plate 12 into a portion of heated chas-
sis 24 located below mounting plate 12. In this embodi-
ment, six fasteners 26 extend through mounting plate 12.
Vent holes 28 are located on mounting plate 12. Vent
holes 28 are passageways that extend through mounting
plate 12. Mounting plate 12 has four vent holes 28. Vent
holes 28 are positioned such that two vent holes 28 are
at a first side of mounting plate 12 and two vent holes 28
are at a second side of mounting plate 12.
[0007] Angle of attack sensors 10 are installed on the
sides of an aircraft and mounted to the aircraft via fas-
teners such as screws or bolts and mounting holes 14
on mounting plate 12. As a result, mounting plate 12 is
about flush with the skin of the aircraft. Vane 18 and slin-
ger 20 rotate with respect to mounting plate 12 and heat-
ed chassis 24 via a series of bearings within angle of
attack sensor 10. Fasteners 26, such as screws, fasten
mounting plate 12 to heated chassis 24. Vent holes 28
enable interior components of angle of attack sensor 10
to be in fluid communication with the outside environ-
ment. As such, the pressure inside angle of attack sensor
10 is the same as the pressure of the outside environ-
ment. Vane 18 rotates to measure the angle of attack or
angle of ascent or descent of the aircraft.
[0008] FIG. 2 is a perspective top view of angle of at-
tack sensor 10 with mounting plate 12 removed. FIG. 3A
is an isometric cross-sectional view of angle of attack
sensor 10 in a first position. FIG. 3B is an isometric cross-
sectional view of angle of attack sensor 10 in a second
position. FIGS. 2, 3A, and 3B will be discussed together.
Angle of attack sensor 10 includes mounting plate 12
(shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B), vane 18, heated chassis
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24, vent holes 28 (shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B), internal
chamber 30, housing 32 having first end 34 and second
end 36 (shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B), transducer compart-
ment 38 (shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B), water management
system 40, heater 42 (shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B), vane
shaft 44 (shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B), transducer shaft
46 (shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B), transducer 48 (shown
in FIGS. 3A and 3B), and electronics 50 (shown in FIGS.
3A and 3B). Heated chassis 24 includes passageway 52.
Water management system 40 includes annular cham-
ber 54 having first end 56 and second end 58, first tube
60, and second tube 62. First tube 60 includes hole 64.
[0009] Mounting plate 12 positioned around vane 18
and fastened to heated chassis 24 has vent holes 28
extending through mounting plate 12, as discussed in
reference to FIG. 1. As a result, internal chamber 30, or
mounting plate cavity, is formed between heated chassis
24 and mounting plate 12. Vent holes 28 are in fluid com-
munication with internal chamber 30. Vent holes 28 are
positioned such that two vent holes 28 are at a bottom
of internal chamber 30 regardless of whether angle of
attack sensor 10 is in a first position, as shown in FIG.
3A, or a second position, as shown in FIG. 3B. Heated
chassis 24 is adjacent housing 32. Housing 32 is cylin-
drical with an annular sidewall between open first end 34
and closed second end 36. Heated chassis 24 is posi-
tioned within open first end 34 of housing 32 such that
heated chassis 24 seals open first end 34 of housing 32.
As such, mounting plate 12 is adjacent open first end 34
of housing 32 and internal chamber 30 is adjacent open
first end 34 of housing 32. Transducer compartment 38
is formed between heated chassis 24 and closed second
end 36 of housing 32. Water management system 40 is
located adjacent internal chamber 30 and transducer
compartment 38. Heater 42 is positioned on heated chas-
sis 24 adjacent transducer compartment 38. Heater 42
is annular, extending all the way around an end of heated
chassis 24. A first end of vane shaft 44 is connected to
vane 18 and a second end of vane shaft 44 extends
through heated chassis 24 into transducer compartment
38. The second end of vane shaft 44 is connected to
transducer shaft 46. Transducer shaft 46 is connected
to transducer 48 in transducer compartment 38. Elec-
tronics 50 are positioned within transducer compartment
38 adjacent transducer 48 and second end 36 of housing
32. Electronics 50 may include circuit boards, electrical
connectors, and other electronic equipment.
[0010] Passageway 52 extends through heated chas-
sis 24. Passageway 52 extends from internal chamber
30 through heated chassis 24 to transducer compartment
38. Water management system 40 has annular chamber
54 positioned on heated chassis 24 in internal chamber
30. Annular chamber 54 may be a metal tube, such as
copper. Annular chamber 34 may be attached to heated
chassis 24 via welding, soldering, brazing, embossing,
or using any other suitable method of attachment. In al-
ternate embodiments, annular chamber 54 may be ma-
chined into heated chassis 24. Annular chamber 54 is

circular and extends all the way around internal chamber
30. Annular chamber 54 has first end 56 and second end
58. First end 56 and second end 58 are 180 degrees
apart from each other.
[0011] First tube 60 is connected to first end 56 of an-
nular chamber 54 and second tube 62 is connected to
second end 58 of annular chamber 54. As such, first tube
60 and second tube 62 are both positioned in internal
chamber 30. Further, first tube 60 and second tube 62
are at opposite ends of internal chamber 30 such that, in
both the first position and the second position, one is at
an extreme top of internal chamber 30 and one is at an
extreme bottom of internal chamber 30. First tube 60 is
in fluid communication with annular chamber 54. First
tube 60 is straight and extends away from annular cham-
ber 54. First tube 60 is closed at an end not connected
to annular chamber 54. First tube 60 may be a metal
tube, such as copper. Second tube 62 is in fluid commu-
nication with annular chamber 54. Second tube 62 is not
in fluid communication with internal chamber 30. Second
tube 62 extends away from annular chamber 54. Second
tube 62 extends through passageway 52 in heated chas-
sis 24. Second tube 62 and passageway 52 are sealed
together, ensuring that internal chamber 30 is not in fluid
communication with passageway 52. As a result, the end
of second tube 62 not connected to annular chamber 54
is positioned in transducer compartment 38. Second tube
62 is open at the end not connected to annular chamber
54. Thus, second tube 62 is also in fluid communication
with transducer compartment 38. Second tube 62 may
be a metal tube, such as copper. In this embodiment,
second tube 62 is L-shaped. In alternate embodiments,
second tube 62 may be any shape suitable for extending
into internal chamber 30 and through passageway 52.
Annular chamber 54, first tube 60, and second tube 62
may be unitary. First tube 60 has hole 64. Hole 64 extends
through first tube 60 such that first tube 60 is also in fluid
communication with internal chamber 30.
[0012] Heater 42 heats heated chassis 24, keeping ice
out and preventing vane 18 from freezing in place. As
such, vane 18 is kept free to rotate. Electronics 50 power
heater 42. Electronics 50 also power transducer 48.
Transducer 48 acts as a motor. Transducer 48 also
measures rotation of transducer shaft 46, and thus vane
shaft 44, to produce angle of attack readings.
[0013] FIG. 3A illustrates angle of attack sensor 10 in
a first position where first tube 60 of water management
system 40 is on top. The first position illustrates the po-
sition of angle of attack sensor 10 when mounted on the
left side of an aircraft. Water or other fluid may enter
internal chamber 30 through vent holes 28. Due to grav-
ity, water moves or falls to the bottom of internal chamber
30 where it can drain out of the two vent holes 28 posi-
tioned near the bottom of internal chamber 30. If water
is entering vent holes 28 at a higher rate than water can
exit vent holes 28 near the bottom of internal chamber
30, water pools at the bottom of internal chamber 30. As
water accumulates in internal chamber 30, the water level
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in internal chamber 30 rises. The water in internal cham-
ber 30 will rise and fall as water is gained and drained,
respectively. Water at the bottom of internal chamber 30
cannot access second tube 62, and thus cannot access
annular chamber 54, as second tube 62 is not in fluid
communication with internal chamber 30. Water pools
around the exterior of second tube 62. If the water level
works its way up internal chamber 30 such that it reaches
the top of internal chamber 30, water may enter first tube
60 via hole 64. Due to gravity, water that enters first tube
60 travels through annular chamber 54 until it reaches
the bottom of annular chamber 54. Once at the bottom
of annular chamber 54, water enters second tube 62
where it can then enter transducer compartment 38. As
such, water only has access to transducer compartment
30 by going through water management system 40, and
water has to travel 180 degrees up to gain such access.
At the same time, air is able to flow into and out of trans-
ducer compartment 38, enabling angle of attack sensor
10 to be at the same pressure as the outside environ-
ment.
[0014] FIG. 3B illustrates angle of attack sensor 10 in
a second position where second tube 62 of water man-
agement system 40 is on top. The second position illus-
trates the position of angle of attack sensor 10 when
mounted on the right side of an aircraft. Water or other
fluid may enter internal chamber 30 through vent holes
28. Due to gravity, water moves or falls to the bottom of
internal chamber 30 where it can drain out of the two vent
holes 28 positioned near the bottom of internal chamber
30. As stated above, if water is entering vent holes 28 at
a higher rate than water can exit vent holes 28 near the
bottom of internal chamber 30, water pools at the bottom
of internal chamber 30. The water in internal chamber 30
will rise and fall as water is gained and drained, respec-
tively. At the bottom of internal chamber 30, water can
enter first tube 60 via hole 64. As water accumulates in
internal chamber 30, water also accumulates in annular
chamber 54, the water level in internal chamber 30 being
about equal to the water level in annular chamber 54. If
the water level works its way up such that it reaches the
second tube 62, water can then enter transducer com-
partment 38 through tube 62. As such, water only has
access to transducer compartment 30 by going through
water management system 40, and water has to travel
180 degrees up to gain such access. At the same time,
air is able to flow into and out of transducer compartment
38, enabling angle of attack sensor 10 to be at the same
pressure as the outside environment.
[0015] Internal chamber 30 acts as a reservoir, collect-
ing water that gets in through vent holes 28. As such, a
large volume of water must accumulate in internal cham-
ber 30 or both internal chamber 30 and annular chamber
54 before water has access to transducer compartment
38. Water does not immediately gain access to transduc-
er compartment 38. Therefore, water management sys-
tem 40 enables angle of attack sensor 10 to be in fluid
communication with the outside environment while pre-

venting, or at least decreasing, water ingestion inside the
transducer compartment, where water can damage elec-
tronics 50. Angle of attack sensor 10 requires fluid com-
munication with the outside environment to maintain op-
timum performance. Fluid communication with the out-
side environment reduces contaminated air inside angle
of attack sensor 10 and maintains appropriate levels of
pressure. Additionally, water management system 40
functions such that angle of attack sensor 10 can be
mounted on the left side and the right side of the aircraft,
enabling use of angle of attack sensor 10 on both sides
of the aircraft. Use of one part for both sides of the aircraft
allows for easier manufacture, sales, and installation of
angle of attack sensor 10.

Discussion of Possible Embodiments

[0016] The following are non-exclusive descriptions of
possible embodiments of the present disclosure.
[0017] An angle of attack sensor includes a housing
having an open first end and a closed second end; a
heated chassis positioned within the open first end of the
housing; a mounting plate positioned on the heated chas-
sis adjacent the open first end of the housing such that
an internal chamber is formed between the heated chas-
sis and the mounting plate; a transducer compartment
between the heated chassis and the closed second end
of the housing; and a water management system located
adjacent the internal chamber and the transducer com-
partment, the water management system including: an
annular chamber positioned in the internal chamber; a
first tube at a first end of the annular chamber, the first
tube having a hole such that the first tube is in fluid com-
munication with the annular chamber and the internal
chamber; and a second tube at a second end of the an-
nular chamber, the second tube being in fluid communi-
cation with the annular chamber and the transducer com-
partment.
[0018] The angle of attack sensor of the preceding par-
agraph can optionally include, additionally and/or alter-
natively, any one or more of the following features, con-
figurations and/or additional components:
A vent hole is located in the mounting plate.
[0019] The vent hole is in fluid communication with the
internal chamber.
[0020] Four vent holes are located in the mounting
plate, with two vent holes being positioned near a bottom
of the internal chamber.
[0021] A passageway in the heated chassis extends
from the internal chamber to the transducer compart-
ment, and the second tube is positioned and sealed in
the passageway.
[0022] The second tube is L-shaped.
[0023] The first end of the annular chamber is posi-
tioned 180 degrees from the second end of the annular
chamber.
[0024] The annular chamber, the first tube, and the
second tube are unitary.
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[0025] The annular chamber is a circular metal tube.
[0026] The water management system is metal.
[0027] The water management system is copper.
[0028] The first tube is not in fluid communication with
the transducer compartment.
[0029] The second tube is not in fluid communication
with the internal chamber.
[0030] The heated chassis is positioned in the open
first end of the housing such that the first end of the hous-
ing is sealed.
[0031] The end of the second tube not connected to
the annular chamber is open.
[0032] A heater is connected to the heated chassis ad-
jacent the transducer compartment; a vane extends
through an opening in the mounting plate; a vane shaft
is connected to the vane and extends through the heated
chassis and into the transducer compartment; a trans-
ducer shaft is connected to the vane shaft and a trans-
ducer located within the transducer compartment; and
electronics are located within the transducer compart-
ment.
[0033] The annular chamber is attached to heated
chassis using a method selected from the group consist-
ing of: welding, soldering, brazing, and embossing.
[0034] The angle of attack sensor is configured to be
installed in a first position or a second position, the first
tube being at an extreme top of internal chamber in the
first position and the second tube being at an extreme
top of internal chamber in the second position.
[0035] The angle of attack sensor is configured to be
mounted on a left side or a right side of an aircraft.
[0036] The transducer compartment is in constant
pressure communication with an outside environment.
[0037] While the invention has been described with ref-
erence to an exemplary embodiment(s), it will be under-
stood by those skilled in the art that various changes may
be made and equivalents may be substituted for ele-
ments thereof without departing from the scope of the
invention. In addition, many modifications may be made
to adapt a particular situation or material to the teachings
of the invention without departing from the essential
scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that the invention
not be limited to the particular embodiment(s) disclosed,
but that the invention will include all embodiments falling
within the scope of the appended claims.

Claims

1. An angle of attack sensor (10) comprising:

a housing (32) having an open first end (34) and
a closed second end (36);
a heated chassis (24) positioned within the open
first end of the housing;
a mounting plate (12) positioned on the heated
chassis (24) adjacent the open first end of the
housing (32) such that an internal chamber is

formed between the heated chassis (24) and the
mounting plate (12);
a transducer compartment between the heated
chassis (24) and the closed second end of the
housing (32); and
a water management system located adjacent
the internal chamber and the transducer com-
partment (38), the water management system
including:

an annular chamber (54) positioned in the
internal chamber;
a first tube (60) at a first end of the annular
chamber (54), the first tube (60) having a
hole such that the first tube is in fluid com-
munication with the annular chamber and
the internal chamber; and
a second tube (62) at a second end of the
annular chamber (54), the second tube (62)
being in fluid communication with the annu-
lar chamber (94) and the transducer com-
partment (38).

2. The angle of attack sensor of claim 1 and further
comprising a vent hole (28) in the mounting plate
(12).

3. The angle of attack sensor of claim 2 wherein the
vent hole (28) is in fluid communication with the in-
ternal chamber (30), and/or further comprising four
vent holes (28) in the mounting plate (12), two vent
holes (28) being positioned near a bottom of the in-
ternal chamber (30).

4. The angle of attack sensor of any preceding claim
and further comprising a passageway (52) in the
heated chassis (24) extending from the internal
chamber to the transducer compartment (38), the
second tube being positioned and sealed in the pas-
sageway (52).

5. The angle of attack sensor of any preceding claim
wherein the second tube (62) is L-shaped.

6. The angle of attack sensor of any preceding claim
wherein the first end of the annular chamber (54) is
positioned 180 degrees from the second end of the
annular chamber (54).

7. The angle of attack sensor of any preceding claim
wherein the annular chamber (54), the first tube, and
the second tube are unitary, or wherein the annular
chamber (54) is a circular metal tube.

8. The angle of attack sensor of any preceding claim
wherein the water management system is metal, and
preferably wherein the water management system
is copper.
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9. The angle of attack sensor of any preceding claim
wherein the first tube (60) is not in fluid communica-
tion with the transducer compartment (38), or where-
in the second tube (62) is not in fluid communication
with the internal chamber.

10. The angle of attack sensor of any preceding claim
wherein the heated chassis (24) is positioned in the
open first end (34) of the housing (32) such that the
first end (34) of the housing (32) is sealed.

11. The angle of attack sensor of any preceding claim
wherein the end of the second tube (62) not connect-
ed to the annular chamber (34) is open.

12. The angle of attack sensor of any preceding claim
and further including:

a heater (42) connected to the heated chassis
adjacent the transducer compartment;
a vane (18) extending through an opening in the
mounting plate;
a vane shaft (44) connected to the vane and
extending through the heated chassis and into
the transducer compartment;
a transducer shaft (46) connected to the vane
shaft and a transducer located within the trans-
ducer compartment; and
electronics located within the transducer com-
partment (38).

13. The angle of attack sensor of any preceding claim
wherein the annular chamber (54) is attached to
heated chassis using a method selected from the
group consisting of: welding, soldering, brazing, and
embossing.

14. The angle of attack sensor of any preceding claim
wherein the angle of attack sensor (10) is configured
to be installed in a first position or a second position,
the first tube (60) being at an extreme top of internal
chamber in the first position and the second tube
(62) being at an extreme top of internal chamber in
the second position.

15. The angle of attack sensor of any preceding claim
wherein the angle of attack sensor (10) is configured
to be mounted on a left side or a right side of an
aircraft, or wherein the transducer compartment (38)
is in constant pressure communication with an out-
side environment.
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