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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an image forming apparatus such as a copier, a printer, a facsimile machine,
a multifunction peripheral having a function of combining of respective functions of a copier, a printer and a facsimile
machine, or such.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] A fixing unit of melting and fixing a toner (developer) having adhered to a sheet of paper is provided in an image
forming apparatus of an electrophotographic type such as a copier, a printer, a facsimile machine, a multifunction
peripheral having a function of combining of respective functions of a copier, a printer and a facsimile machine, or such.
In the fixing unit, a temperature (fixing temperature) necessary to fix a not-yet-fixed toner image is previously set.
However, the necessary fixing temperature may depend on a type of the toner image, a type of the sheet of paper and
so forth.
[0003] For example, as situations on which the fixing temperature depends, a concentration of a toner having adhered
to a sheet of paper and an amount of isolated toner dots having adhered to the sheet of paper may be cited. In a case
where a coverage ratio is high and the number of isolated dots is large, the fixing temperature is to be increased to be
higher in comparison to a case where a coverage ratio is low and the number of isolated dots is small. Therefore, in an
image forming apparatus in the related art, the fixing target temperature is set to meet a severest situation where fixing
can be least easily achieved.
[0004] However, if fixing is carried out under a fixing condition set to meet a severest situation where fixing can be
least easily achieved even in a case where an actual situation is not so sever so that fixing may be easily be achieved,
the fixing temperature may be maintained at an unnecessarily high temperature according to the set fixing condition.
Therefore, wasteful power consumption may occur in a heating unit, and this may be disadvantageous to the recent
demand of saving energy.
[0005] Therefore, as will be described below, technologies by which a fixing condition is changed to be suitable between
a situation where a toner image can be easily fixed and a situation where a toner image cannot be easily fixed have
been proposed.
[0006] For example, Patent Document 1 (Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. 2009-53421) discloses a tech-
nology in which a nip width is adjusted depending on a toner amount of an image to be fixed, and thus, fixing heat quality
is optimized.
[0007] Patent Document 2 (Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. 2006-133580) discloses a technology in which
data is analyzed for each pixel, and a fixing temperature is increased in a case of low consumption mode (where toner
consumption is reduced) in which an area coverage modulation process is carried out by using a part of carrying out a
dither process for black pixels where the number of pixels is large or a part of creating a halftone image by controlling
a laser- turning-on period of time in dot units.
[0008] Patent Document 3 (Japanese Patent No. 3295273) discloses a technology in which a fixing-starting-up period
of time is changed between a character/letter mode and a photograph mode.
[0009] Patent Document 4 (Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. 2008-185638) discloses a technology in which
it is determined whether a colored small pixel is disposed in an isolated manner and a fixing temperature is controlled.
[0010] Patent Document 5 (Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. 2008-268784) discloses a technology in which
in a case where a coverage ratio is high such as a photograph, an optimum fixing temperature is increased in comparison
to a case where a coverage ratio is low. Further, Patent Document 5 discloses a technology in which a converge ratio
of each of a photograph area and a character/letter area is obtained, and a fixing temperature is controlled to a temperature
optimum to each of these areas.
[0011] Patent Document 6 (Japanese Laid-Open Patent Application No. 2009-181065) discloses a technology in which
in order to control a fixing temperature to an optimum temperature, the fixing temperature is controlled according to
image density information based on the number of data dots per certain area.
[0012] However, in these related arts, optimum temperature control may be achieved in a case where one recording
medium is used to form an image or a case where image forming is carried out in a fixed mode (for example, a photograph
mode or a character/letter mode). However, such a manner of control that a fixing temperature is changed for each of
plural sheets of paper which are being successively processed is not considered and these related arts may not be
suitable for carrying out temperature control for each page during successive processing of plural pages.
[0013] More specifically, in the technology of Patent Document 1, it may be very difficult to adjust the nip width for
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each page during a successive process of plural sheets of paper. It may not be realistic to carry out the control during
a successive process of plural sheets of paper in a recent environment where an increase in process speed of an image
forming apparatus is being progressed.
[0014] Also in the technologies of Patent Documents 2 and 3, a fixing temperature is controlled according to a selected
mode, and changing the fixing temperature for each sheet of recording media during a successive process of plural
sheets of recording media may not be considered.
[0015] In the technology of Patent Document 4, an image is divided into pixels each having a very small area, each
pixel is further divided into smaller pixels each having a further smaller area, and fixing control is changed depending
on coloring area of each smaller pixel. Therefore, if temperature control is carried out for each sheet of plural sheets of
paper during a successive process of the plural sheets of paper, an information amount for each sheet of paper may
become an enormous amount.
[0016] Therefore, it may be difficult to determine how much the fixing temperature can be reduced, and if such a
determination is can be carried out, a very large load may be required for the information processing.
[0017] Further, Patent Document 5 merely discloses a technology in which a fixing temperature is controlled depending
on an image area for a case of fixing an output image onto a recording medium in which image a photograph image and
a text image are mixed. Patent Document 5 is silent about a technology of carrying out temperature control for each
sheet of paper during a successive process of plural sheets of paper.
[0018] In the technology of Patent Document 6, the same as in the technology of Patent Document 4, an information
amount required for each sheet of paper may become an enormous amount, so it may be difficult to determine how
much the fixing temperature can be reduced, and if such a determination can be carried out, a very large load may be
required for the information processing.
JP 2005 321549 A discloses a heating control determination means inputting digital image signal (C" M" Y" K") after
half-tone processing and an image processing mode signal m from an operation panel, and outputting a heating area
signal ha and a heat value signal hp. In a character mode, a comparatively large caloric value is necessary for high
[gamma] setting and error diffusion processing. Therefore, the total amount of heat application is made large by setting
the heat value large and extending an area to be heated. In a photographic mode, [gamma] setting is linear, which allows
fixing with comparatively small caloric value.
JP 2008 268784 A discloses a fixing device to acquire the number of dots by every corresponding image areas (area
where a photographic image is formed and area where a text is formed) by every plurality of fixing areas in a fixing roller
and to individually control heating amounts (power supply amounts) of each of a plurality of electromagnetic coils which
heat the fixing areas according to the printing ratio calculated based on the number of dots.
JP 2009 151102 A discloses an image forming apparatus equipped with a fixing device which thermally fixes the toner
image formed by the electro photographic system on the transfer paper including: an image input means for inputting
image data; a fixing device control means for controlling fixing temperature and fixing speed; an applying amount cal-
culation means for calculating an amount of a toner to be applied, corresponding to the fixing temperature and the fixing
speed; an image processing means for performing image processing corresponding to the amount of the toner to be
applied to the image data; and an image output means for outputting the image data to which the image processing has
been performed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0019] According to an embodiment of the present invention, an image forming apparatus including a fixing unit
configured to fix a not-yet-fixed image on a recording medium include a fixing target temperature changing part configured
to change a fixing target temperature at a time of a fixing process; and a gradation processing part configured to carry
out gradation processing on image information. For each sheet of a recording medium on which the fixing process is
carried out, the fixing target temperature is changed based on whether halftone processing is carried out and a type of
gradation processing to be used.
[0020] Other objects, features and advantages of the present invention will become more apparent from the following
detailed description when read in conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0021]

FIG. 1 is a general sectional view of a configuration of an image forming apparatus according to embodiments of
the present invention;
FIG. 2 is a general sectional view of a configuration of a fixing unit mounted in the image forming apparatus;
FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a control method for a fixing target temperature according to the first embodiment
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of the present invention;
FIG. 4 shows types of a dither method and specific examples of the number of lines for a photograph area and a
character/letter area in each of image forming modes;
FIG. 5 shows fixing performance for a halftone image for each type of dithering;
FIG. 6 shows a fixing target temperature to be selected according to a type of dithering and the number of lines in
a case of using a dither method as a gradation processing method;
FIG. 7 shows fixing target temperatures for each of image forming modes according to a photograph area and a
character/letter area, and whether a halftone image is included;
FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a control method for a fixing target temperature according to a second embodiment
of the present invention;
FIGS. 9, 10 and 11 are flowcharts illustrating a control method for a fixing target temperature according to a third
embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 12 is a flowchart illustrating a control method for a fixing target temperature according to a fourth embodiment
of the present invention;
FIGS. 13A and 13B show fixing target temperatures for each of image forming modes according to a photograph
area and a character/letter area, and whether a halftone image is included according to a fifth embodiment of the
present invention;
FIG. 14 is a flowchart illustrating a control method for a fixing target temperature according to the fifth embodiment
of the present invention;
FIGS. 15, 16 and 17 are a flowchart illustrating a control method for a fixing target temperature according to a sixth
embodiment of the present invention;
FIG. 18 shows PDL software;
FIG. 19 shows one example of a change in fixing temperature during successive printing;
FIGS. 20 and 21 illustrate a timing of starting a change of the fixing target temperature;
FIG. 22 is a general sectional view showing another configuration of a fixing unit to which any one of the embodiments
of the present invention may be applied; and
FIG. 23 is a general sectional view showing yet another configuration of a fixing unit to which any one of the
embodiments of the present invention may be applied.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

[0022] An embodiment of the present invention has been devised in consideration of the above-mentioned situations
in the related arts, and an object of the embodiment of the present invention is to provide an image forming apparatus
by which an enormous information amount becomes not necessary, and it is possible to set an optimum fixing temperature
for each page without selecting a specific mode.
[0023] According to a first aspect of the embodiment of the present invention, an image forming apparatus including
a fixing unit configured to fix a not-yet-fixed image on a recording medium further includes a fixing target temperature
changing part configured to change a fixing target temperature at a time of a fixing process; and a gradation processing
part configured to carry out gradation processing on image information. For each sheet of a recording medium on which
the fixing process is carried out, the fixing target temperature is changed based on whether halftone processing is carried
out and a type of gradation processing to be used.
[0024] Thereby, it is possible to set the fixing target temperature at the time of fixing process for each sheet of a
recording medium only by obtaining information as to whether halftone processing is carried out and a type of gradation
processing to be used, without needing an enormous information amount and without selecting a specific mode.
[0025] According to a second aspect of the embodiment of the present invention, in the above-mentioned image
forming apparatus according to the first aspect, the gradation processing part uses a dither method as a type of the
gradation processing, and in a case where the type of the gradation processing to be used is the dither method, the
fixing target temperature may be changed according to a type of the dither method and the number of lines in the dither
method.
[0026] Thereby, it is possible to finely carry out fixing temperature control by changing the fixing target temperature
based on the type of the dither method and the number of lines in the dither method in a case of using the dither method
as the gradation processing.
[0027] According to a third aspect of the embodiment of the present invention, the above-mentioned image forming
apparatus according to the second aspect may carry out copy output of outputting image information read from an
original image and printer output of outputting an image information received from an external apparatus, and in a case
of the copy output, the gradation processing according to an error diffusion method is carried out and in a case of the
printer output, the gradation processing according to the dither method is carried out.
[0028] According to a fourth aspect of the embodiment of the present invention, in the above-mentioned image forming
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apparatus according to the third aspect, in a case where the gradation processing according to the dither method is
used, the fixing target temperature is set lower in comparison to the case where the gradation processing according to
the error diffusion method is used.
[0029] In the case where the error diffusion method is used as the halftone processing, most of toner on a recording
medium is in a form of isolated small points (dots). Therefore, the toner may be removed after the printing unless fixing
has been carried out at a sufficiently high temperature. In contrast thereto, in the case where the dither method is used,
the amount of toner in a form of isolated dots is smaller in comparison to the case where the error diffusion method is
used. Therefore, in the case where the gradation processing is carried out according to the dither method, the fixing
target temperature may be reduced in comparison to the case of the gradation processing according to the error diffusion
method is used.
[0030] According to a fifth aspect of the embodiment of the present invention, the above-mentioned image forming
apparatus according to any one of the second through fourth aspects may have plural image forming modes in which it
is possible to change at least one of resolution of an image to be fixed onto a recording medium and the number of
levels of image dot diameter, and the type of the dither method and the number of lines may be changed according to
the selected image forming mode.
[0031] According to a sixth aspect of the present invention, in the image forming apparatus according to the fifth aspect,
an area detection part may be provided and configured to detect a character/letter area and a photograph area in an
image of each sheet of recording medium, and the type and the number of lines may be changed according to the
detection result of the area detection part.
[0032] According to a seventh aspect of the present invention, in the image forming apparatus according to any one
of the first through sixth aspects, a timing of starting a change of the fixing target temperature for a recording medium
for which a fixing process is to be carried out next, from the fixing target temperature for a specific recording medium,
from among plural sheets of recording media, may be controlled according to a difference between the fixing target
temperatures before and after the change of the fixing target temperature.
[0033] By being able to change the timing of starting a change of the fixing target temperature according to the difference
in the fixing target temperatures before and after the change of the fixing target temperature, it is possible to control the
fixing temperature at a desired temperature for each sheet of recording media which are being processed successively
even in a case where the number of sheets of recording media to be processed per unit period of time is large. Thereby,
it is possible to avoid an occurrence of a problem of cold offset or such otherwise occurring because the fixing temperature
does not increase to timely follow the fixing target temperature. Further, it becomes not necessary to provide a waiting
period of time for waiting for the fixing temperature being sufficiently increased, and thus, it is possible to switch the
fixing temperature without reducing productivity (printing speed).
[0034] According to an eighth aspect of the embodiment of the present invention, in the image forming apparatus
according to the seventh aspect, in a case where the fixing target temperature for the recording medium for which a
fixing process is carried out next is higher than the fixing target temperature for the specific recording medium, the timing
of starting the change in the fixing target temperature may be made earlier as the difference in the fixing target temper-
atures is larger.
[0035] Thereby, the increase in the fixing target temperature can be timely achieved for the fixing process of the next
recording medium.
[0036] According to a ninth aspect of the embodiment of the present invention, in the image forming apparatus according
to the seventh or eighth aspect, in a case where the fixing target temperature for the recording medium for which a fixing
process is carried out next is higher than the fixing target temperature for the specific recording medium, the timing of
starting the change in the fixing target temperature may be made earlier in comparison to the case where the fixing
target temperature for the recording medium for which a fixing process is carried out next is lower than the fixing target
temperature for the specific recording medium.
[0037] Thereby, it is possible to avoid a problem such as cold offset.
[0038] According to a tenth aspect of the embodiment of the present invention, in the image forming apparatus according
to any one of the seventh through ninth aspects, in a case where the fixing target temperature for the recording medium
for which a fixing process is carried out next is higher than the fixing target temperature for the specific recording medium,
the change in the fixing target temperature may be started at a time when a first one of plural image forming units starts
an image forming operation for the specific recording medium.
[0039] Thereby, it is possible to start the change of the fixing target temperature at an earlier timing, and thus, it is
possible to avoid a problem such as cold offset.
[0040] According to an eleventh aspect of the embodiment of the present invention, in the image forming apparatus
according to any one of the seventh through tenth aspects, in a case where the fixing target temperature for the recording
medium for which a fixing process is carried out next is lower than the fixing target temperature for the specific recording
medium, the change in the fixing target temperature may be carried out immediately after the specific recording medium
has passed through the fixing unit.
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[0041] In this case, there occurs no problem even when the fixing temperature has not been timely reduced to the
fixing target temperature.
[0042] According to a twelfth aspect of the embodiment of the present invention, in the image forming apparatus
according to any one of the first through eleventh aspects, the fixing unit may include a fixing member configured to fix
the not-yet-fixed image on the recording medium to the recording medium; a pressing member configured to press the
fixing member and form a fixing nip; and an induction heating part configured to carry out induction heating on the fixing
member.
[0043] According to a thirteenth aspect of the embodiment of the present invention, in the image forming apparatus
according to any one of the first through eleventh aspects, the fixing unit may include an endless fixing belt configured
to fix the not-yet-fixed image on the recording medium to the recording medium; a supporting member configured to
support an inner circumferential surface of the fixing belt; a heating member configured to heat the fixing belt; a pressing
member configured to press the fixing belt from an outer circumferential surface thereof; and a nip creating part disposed
on an inner circumferential side of the fixing belt and configured to come into contact with the pressing member via the
fixing belt and create a nip.
[0044] According to a fourteenth aspect of the embodiment of the present invention, in the image forming apparatus
according to any one of the first through eleventh aspects, the fixing unit may include a fixing member configured to fix
the not-yet-fixed image on the recording medium to the recording medium; a pressing member configured to press the
fixing member and create a fixing nip; and a heating member configured to heat at least one of the fixing member and
the pressing member. The heating member may be configured by a surface-type heating member in which a resistor
heating part is disposed in the inside of a deformable film-shaped member.
[0045] According to a fifteenth aspect of the embodiment of the present invention, the image forming apparatus
according to any one of the first through fourteenth aspects may be a full-color image forming apparatus, a required
fixing temperature for a black toner may be lower by equal to or more than 10°C than a required fixing temperature for
a color toner, the black toner may include at least a thermoplastic resin, and as the thermoplastic resins at least crystalline
polyester resin and non-crystalline polyester resin, a wax and a colorant.
[0046] According to the embodiment of the present invention, information to be obtained for controlling the fixing target
temperature is only information as to whether halftone processing is used and information of a type of gradation processing
to be used. Therefore, it is possible to set the optimum fixing target temperature (for a fixing process) for each sheet of
recording medium during successive printing without need of an enormous information amount and without selecting a
specific mode. Thus, it is possible to provide an image forming apparatus matching a recent trend of saving energy and
shortening a required starting-up period of time.
[0047] Below, based on drawings, embodiments of the present invention will be described. It is noted that in respective
drawings illustrating the embodiments, the same reference numerals are given, as long as identification is possible, to
members or parts/components having the same functions or shapes, and duplicate description thereof will be omitted.
[0048] First, with reference to FIG. 1, the entire configuration and operations of an image forming apparatus according
to the embodiments of the present invention will be described.
[0049] The image forming apparatus shown in FIG. 1 is a color laser printer, and an apparatus body thereof 100
includes four process units 1Y, 1M, 1C and 1Bk as image forming units which are detachably loaded. The respective
process units 1Y, 1M, 1C and 1Bk have the same configuration except where toners of different colors of yellow (Y),
magenta (M), cyan (C) and black (Bk) corresponding to color separation components for a color image are held there,
respectively.
[0050] Specifically, each of the process units 1Y, 1M, 1C and 1Bk includes a photosensitive member 2 having a drum-
like shape and acting as an image carrying member; an electrification unit including an electrification roller 3 electrifying
a surface of the photosensitive member 2; a development unit 4 supplying a toner (developer) to the surface of the
photosensitive member 2; and a cleaning unit including a photosensitive member cleaning blade 5 cleaning the surface
of the photosensitive member 2. It is noted that in FIG. 1, the reference numerals are given only to the photosensitive
member 2, the electrification roller 3, the development unit 4 and the cleaning blade 5 in the yellow process unit 1Y, and
reference numeral in the other process units 1M, 1C and 1Bk are omitted.
[0051] In FIG. 1, above the respective process units 1Y, 1M, 1C and 1Bk, an exposure unit 6 acting as an exposing
part exposing the surface of the photosensitive members 2 is disposed. The exposure unit 6 includes light sources,
polygon mirrors, f-θ lenses, reflection mirrors and so forth, and irradiates light onto the surfaces of the respective pho-
tosensitive members 2 based on given image data.
[0052] Further, below the respective process units 1Y, 1M, 1C and 1Bk, a transfer unit 7 is disposed. The transfer unit
7 includes an intermediate transfer belt 8 made of an endless belt acting as a transfer member. The intermediate transfer
belt 8 is wound on a driving roller 9 and a driven roller 10 acting as supporting members, and is configured to run to
circulate in a direction indicated by an arrow as a result of the driving roller 9 being rotated counterclockwise.
[0053] At respective positions facing the four photosensitive members 2, four primary transfer rollers 11 are disposed.
The respective primary transfer rollers 11 are pressed onto an inner circumferential surface of the intermediate transfer
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belt 8 at respective positions, and primary nips are created at the positions where areas of the intermediate transfer belt
8 being thus pressed come into contact with the respective photosensitive members 2, respectively. The respective
primary transfer rollers 11 are connected to a power source (not shown), and a certain direct-current voltage (DC) and/or
alternate-current voltage (AC) is applied to the primary transfer rollers 11.
[0054] Further, a secondary transfer roller 12 acting as a secondary transfer part is disposed at a position facing the
driving roller 9. The secondary transfer roller 12 is pressed onto an outer circumferential surface of the intermediate
transfer belt 8, and a secondary nip is created at a position where the secondary transfer roller 12 comes into contact
with the intermediate transfer belt 8. The secondary transfer roller 12 is connected to a power source (not shown), the
same as the primary transfer rollers 11, and a certain direct-current voltage (DC) and/or alternate-current voltage (AC)
is applied to the secondary transfer roller 12.
[0055] Further, on the outer circumferential surface at a right side end of the intermediate transfer belt 8 in FIG. 1, a
belt cleaning unit 13 is disposed to clean the surface of the intermediate transfer belt 8. A waste toner transport hose
(not shown) extending from the belt cleaning unit 13 is connected to an inlet part of a waste toner container 14 disposed
below the transfer unit 7.
[0056] Below the apparatus body 100, a paper supply cassette 15 is disposed and holds sheet-shaped recording
media P such as paper, OHP sheets or such. In the paper supply cassette 15, a paper supply roller 16 is provided for
feeding out the held recording media P, sheet by sheet. Above the apparatus body 100, a pair of paper ejection rollers
17 for ejecting recording media, sheet by sheet, externally and a paper ejection tray 18 for stocking the ejected recording
media.
[0057] In the apparatus body 100, a conveyance path R is disposed for conveying a recording medium P from the
paper supply cassette 15 to the paper ejection tray 18 via the secondary nip. In the conveyance path R, a pair of
registration rollers 19 are disposed on a recording-medium-conveyance-direction upstream side with respect to the
positron of the secondary transfer roller 12. A fixing unit 20 is disposed on a recording-medium-conveyance-direction
downstream side with respect to the position of the secondary transfer roller 12.
[0058] Below, with reference to FIG. 1, basic operations of the above-mentioned image forming apparatus will be
described.
[0059] When image forming operations are started, the photosensitive members 2 of the respective process units 1Y,
1M, 1C and 1Bk are rotated clockwise, and the surfaces of the photosensitive members 2 are uniformly electrified to a
certain polarity by the electrification rollers 3, respectively. Based on image information (image data) of an original image
read by a reading unit (not shown), laser light is emitted by the exposure unit 6 to the electrified surfaces of the respective
photosensitive members 2, and electrostatic latent images are formed on the surfaces of the respective photosensitive
members 2. At this time, the image information for exposing the respective photosensitive members 2 includes image
information of respective single colors obtained from decomposing (separating) a desired full-color image into respective
sets of color information of yellow, magenta, cyan and black. Toners are supplied by the respective development units
4 to the electrostatic latent images thus formed on the photosensitive members 2, and thus, the electrostatic latent
images are visualized into toner images.
[0060] The driving roller 9 on which the intermediate transfer belt 8 is wound is driven and rotated, and thus, the
intermediate transfer belt 8 is caused to run to circulate in the direction of the arrow. Further, a constant voltage or a
voltage controlled by a constant current at a polarity reverse to the electrified polarity of the toner is applied to the
respective primary transfer rollers 11, and thereby, transfer electric fields are created at primary nips between the
respective primary transfer rollers 11 and the respective photosensitive members 2. Then, the toner images of the
respective colors on the respective photosensitive members 2 are superposed onto the intermediate transfer belt 8 in
sequence by the transfer electric fields created at the primary transfer nips. Thus, the intermediate transfer belt 8 has
a thus-obtained full-color toner image on the surface thereof. Further, toners on the respective photosensitive members
2 not having been transferred to the intermediate transfer belt 8 are removed by the cleaning blades 5.
[0061] Further, when the image forming operations are started, the paper supply roller 16 is rotated, and the recording
media P are conveyed, sheet by sheet, from the paper supply cassette 15. The thus-conveyed recording medium P is
sent to the secondary transfer nip between the secondary transfer roller 12 and the intermediate transfer belt 8 and the
timing thereof is determined by the registration roller 19. At this time, to the secondary transfer belt 12, a transfer voltage
having the polarity reverse to the electrification polarity of the toner image on the intermediate transfer belt 8 is applied,
and thereby, a transfer electric field is created at the secondary transfer nip. Then, by means of the transfer electric field
created at the secondary transfer nip, the toner image on the intermediate transfer belt 8 is transferred to the recording
medium P in a lump. After that, the recording medium P is sent to the fixing unit 20, and the toner image is fixed onto
the recording medium P there. Then, the recording medium P is ejected to the paper ejection tray 18 by means of the
pair of the paper ejection rollers 17.
[0062] Thus, the image forming operations for forming the full-color image on the recording medium have been de-
scribed. However, it is also possible to form a single-color image by using any one of the four process units 1Y, 1M, 1C
and 1Bk, or form a two-color or three-color image by using two or three of the process units.
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[0063] Next, with reference to FIG. 2, a configuration and operations of the above-mentioned fixing unit 20 will be
described.
[0064] The fixing unit 20 includes a fixing sleeve 22 as a fixing member fixing a not-yet-fixed image T on the recording
medium P; a fixing roller 21 as a supporting member supporting the fixing sleeve 22; an induction heating part 30 as a
heating member heating the fixing sleeve 22; and a pressing roller 23 as a pressing member pressing the fixing sleeve 22.
[0065] The fixing sleeve 22 is obtained from forming, on a base layer made of a metal material having a thickness of
30 through 50 mm, an elastic layer and a releasing layer in sequence, and has an outer diameter of 40 mm. As a material
of the base layer of the fixing sleeve 22, a magnetic metal material such as iron, cobalt, nickel, or an alloy thereof may
be used. The elastic layer of the fixing sleeve 22 is made of an elastic material such as silicone rubber, and has a
thickness of 150 mm. Thereby, heat capacity is not so much, and it is possible to obtain a satisfactorily fixed image
having no fixing unevenness. Further, the releasing layer of the fixing sleeve 22 is formed as a result of a fluorine
compound such as PFA being coated to have a tube-like shape, and has a thickness of 50 mm. The releasing layer is
provided for the purpose of providing toner releasing performance on the surface of the fixing sleeve 22 that directly
comes into contact with the toner image (toner) T.
[0066] The fixing roller 21 is formed as a result of forming a heat-resistant elastic layer 21b made of a silicone foam
on a cylindrical core metal 21a made of a metal material such as stainless steal, and has an outer diameter of approximately
40 mm. The elastic layer 21b of the fixing roller 21 has a radial thickness of 9 mm, and is formed to have Asker C
hardness on its axis of 30 through 50 degrees. The fixing roller 21 comes into contact with the inner circumferential
surface of the fixing sleeve 22, and maintains the fixing sleeve 22 of a thin thickness to have a roller-like shape.
[0067] The pressing roller 23 is formed as a result of forming a heat-resistant elastic layer 23b made of a silicone
rubber or such and a releasing layer (not shown) in sequence on a core metal 23a made of a highly thermal conductive
metal material such as aluminium or copper, and has an outer diameter of 40 mm. The elastic layer 23b is formed to
have a radial thickness of 2 mm. The releasing layer is formed as a result of coating a PFA tube, and is formed to have
a thickness of 50 mm. The pressing roller 23 is pressed onto the fixing roller 21 via the fixing sleeve 22, and forms a nip
part at the point of thus being pressed. The recording medium P is conveyed to the nip part.
[0068] The induction heating part 30 includes an exciting coil 31, a core part 32 and a demagnetizing coil 33. The
exciting coil 31 is formed as a result of a litz wire in which fine wires are bound being wound on a coil guide disposed
to cover a part of the outer circumferential surface of the fixing sleeve 22 to extend along a width direction (i.e., a direction
perpendicular to the drawing of FIG. 2). The demagnetizing coil 33 is disposed symmetrically to have a physical rela-
tionship corresponding to a recording-medium-width direction and is disposed to be superposed on the exciting coil 31.
The core part 32 is made of a ferromagnetic material (having relative permeability on the order of 2500) such as ferrite,
and has a center core 32b and a side core 32a provided to form efficient magnetic fluxes toward the fixing sleeve 22.
The core part 32 is disposed to face the exiting coil 31 extending in the width direction.
[0069] The fixing unit 20 configured as described above operates as follows:
By a driving motor (not shown), the pressing roller 23 is driven and rotated clockwise in FIG. 2, and then, the fixing
sleeve 22 is driven and rotated counterclockwise. At this time, the fixing roller 21 supporting the fixing sleeve 22 is not
positively driven and rotated. Then, the fixing sleeve 22 acting as a heating member and a fixing member is heated by
the magnetic fluxes generated by the induction heating part 30 at a position facing the induction heating part 30.
[0070] In detail, a high-frequency alternating electric current of 10 kHz through 1 MHz (preferably, 20 kHz through 800
kHz) is flown in the exciting coil 31 by a power source part (not shown), and thereby magnetic lines of force are formed
near the fixing sleeve 22 facing the exciting coil 31 and switched alternately between both directions. As a result of the
alternating magnetic field thus being formed, eddy currents are generated in the base (heating layer) of the fixing sleeve
22, Joule heat is generated through the electric resistance of the base, and thus induction heating of the base is carried out.
[0071] Thus, the fixing sleeve 22 is heated through induction heating of the base thereof.
[0072] The surface of the fixing sleeve 22 heated through the induction heating reaches the nip part between the fixing
sleeve 22 and the heating roller 23. Then, the not-yet-fixed toner image T (toner) on the recording medium P being
conveyed is heated and melted.
[0073] In detail, the recording medium P carrying the toner image formed through the above-described image forming
process is guided by a guide plate 24 and is sent to and inserted between the fixing sleeve 22 and the pressing roller
23 (as a result of the recording medium P moving in a conveyance direction indicated by an arrow Y1). Then, the toner
image T is fixed to the recording medium P by the heat given by the fixing sleeve 22 and the pressure given by the
pressing roller 23, and the recording medium P is sent out from the nip part as being separated from the fixing sleeve
22 by a fixing separation plate 25 and a pressing separation plate 26. The surface of the fixing sleeve 22 thus having
passed through the nip part then reaches at the position facing the induction heating part 30 again.
[0074] Thus, the entire configurations and operations of the image forming apparatus and the fixing unit according to
the embodiments of the present invention have been described.
[0075] Below, a feature of a first embodiment of the present invention will be described.
[0076] First, a configuration and operations of the first embodiment will be described.
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[0077] A control part such as a CPU mounted in the image forming apparatus according to the first embodiment of
the present invention acts as a gradation processing part carrying out gradation processing on image information, and
a fixing temperature changing part changing a fixing target temperature at a time of a fixing process. "A fixing target
temperature at a time of a fixing process" means a fixing target temperature at a time when the recording medium is
passing through the fixing nip (i.e., the recording medium is passing or the plural recording media are successively
passing through the fixing nip), from when the supply of the recording medium is started to when the supply of the
recording medium is finished, and does not mean a starting-up temperature or such to which the fixing member is heated
before the supply of the recording medium is started.
[0078] According to the first embodiment, as the gradation processing, two types, i.e., a dither method and an error
diffusion method, are used. The dither method is a method where a gradation image is expressed by two values (i.e.,
black and white). This method is similar to common binarization, and as a result of using the threshold of the binarization
which is changed appropriately, it can be seen when viewed from a distance as if gradation between black and white
exists although it is binary. On the other hand, the error diffusion method is such a type of method of smoothly expressing
an image through halftone processing. In this method, an error occurring from processing of a pixel of a digital image is
assigned to peripheral pixels, after that the processing is continued also considering an influence of the error having
been assigned, and thus, the error is minimized as a whole.
[0079] Further, according to the first embodiment, the fixing target temperature is set at three levels, and the fixing
temperature changing part selects a temperature at any one of the three levels. Usually, the setting of the fixing target
temperature is carried out where the fixing target temperature is set to a value such that no problem such as a fixing
failure occurs even for a case where such a type of an image which is most disadvantageous for being fixed onto a
recording medium is fixed onto a recording medium, as long as the type of the recording medium is not changed. The
fixing target temperature that is set in a case of the most disadvantageous type of an image is set as a normal temperature
(first fixing target temperature). Further, the fixing target temperature slightly reduced from the normal temperature is
set as a level 1 temperature (second fixing target temperature), and the fixing target temperature considerably reduced
from the normal temperature is set as a level 2 temperature (third fixing target temperature). For example, the level 1
temperature is set lower than the normal temperature by 5°C, and the level 2 temperature is set lower than the normal
temperature by 10°C.
[0080] Below, a controlling method for the fixing target temperature according to the first embodiment of the present
invention will be described with reference to a flowchart of FIG. 3 in detail.
[0081] First, before a recording medium is sent to the fixing unit, it is determined whether halftone processing is to be
carried out on an image to be formed on the recording medium (step S1). Whether halftone processing is to be carried
out is determined using CMYK values. Specifically, when an image is printed from a personal computer, RGB values
(0 through 100%) of a display device are converted into CMYK values (0 through 100%) through printer image processing,
and rendering is carried out for each page through an engine, Whether halftone processing is to be carried out is
determined from the thus-obtained CMYK values. In a case where it is determined that halftone processing is not to be
carried out, for example, K = 100%, it is possible to select the low fixing target temperature since the image is solid and
is advantageous to the fixing performance. Therefore, in a case where it is determined that halftone processing is not
to be carried out, the level 2 temperature considerably reduced from the normal temperature is selected (step S3).
[0082] On the other hand, in a case where it is determined that halftone processing is to be carried out, i.e., K = 0
through 99%, the image is disadvantageous to the fixing performance, and thus it is not possible to reduce the fixing
target temperature considerably. In this case, a further determination is carried out as to a type of gradation processing
used for image forming (step S2). As a result, in a case where the error diffusion method is used as the halftone
processing, most toner on the recording medium has a form of isolated small points (dots), and the toner may be removed
after the printing unless the fixing onto the recording medium has been carried out at a sufficiently high temperature.
Thus, since it is not possible to reduce the fixing target temperature in a case where it is determined that the type of the
halftone processing is the error diffusion method, the normal temperature that is the usual fixing target temperature is
selected (step S5).
[0083] On the other hand, in a case where the dither method is used, gradation is expressed by drawing lines, for
example. Therefore, isolated dots of toner are fewer than those of the error diffusion method. However, this method is
disadvantageous to the fixing performance in comparison to a case where no halftone processing is carried out. Therefore,
in a case where it is determined that the dither method is used, the level 1 temperature is selected (step S4).
[0084] Thus, according to the first embodiment, selection of the fixing target temperature is thus carried out. In a case
where printing is carried out on plural recording media successively, the above-described process of FIG. 3 is carried
out for each sheet of the recording media, and the fixing target temperature is selected for each of the recording media.
[0085] A control method according to a second embodiment of the present invention will now be described.
[0086] According to the second embodiment, the gradation processing to use is changed between a case of carrying
out printer output where image information received from an external apparatus such as a personal computer is output
and a case of carrying out copy output where image information read from an original image is output through a copying



EP 2 450 754 B1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

function. Specifically, the dither method is used in a case of printer output, and the error diffusion method is used for a
case of copy output. Further, in the case of printer output, plural image forming modes in which at least one of resolution
of an image to be fixed onto a recording medium and the number of levels of size of image dot diameter depending on
the purpose are prepared to be set. Specifically, a change of resolution of an image is carried out by changing the number
of dots per unit area. For example, the number of dots per inch (dot density) is changed between 600 dpi, 1200 dpi, and
so forth. A change of the number of levels of size of image dot diameter is carried out by changing the number of bits,
by which bits the size (diameter) of each dot is expressed. According to the second embodiment, the image forming
modes in printer output includes a speed-preferred general document mode; an image-quality-preferred general docu-
ment mode; a photograph (image quality preferred) mode; and a high resolution mode. Resolution and the number of
levels of size of image dot diameter are set as: 600 dpi and 1 bit for the speed-preferred general document mode; 600
dpi and 2 bits for the image-quality-preferred general document mode; 600 dpi and 4 bits for the photograph (image
quality preferred) mode; and 1200 dpi and 1 bit for the high resolution mode.
[0087] The speed-preferred general document mode is a mode advantageous to productivity. Jagged shapes may be
conspicuous in characters/letters or lines, because the number of lines is small, but a time required for image processing
is short.
[0088] In the image-quality-preferred general document mode, a dispersion-type dithering is used for a character/letter
area, and the number of lines is large in comparison to the speed-preferred general document mode. In this mode, in
comparison to the speed-preferred general document mode, generation of jagged shapes of charters/letters is sup-
pressed, line-screen-type dithering is used for a photograph area, and the mode is advantageous to color shading.
However, since image quality is given priority, productivity (for example, a time required from when image data is input
to when printing thereof is completed) is reduced in comparison to the speed-preferred general document mode.
[0089] The photograph mode is a mode in which the number of lines is larger for a photograph area than that of the
image-quality-preferred general document mode, the image has higher resolution and graininess is improved.
[0090] The high resolution mode is a mode where the number of lines is larger than that of the photograph (image-
quality-preferred) mode in each of a photograph area and a character/letter area, this mode has the highest resolution
in the second embodiment and has sharpness of characters/letters or line drawings.
[0091] Switching between the respective modes is carried out by the user using a control panel provided on the
apparatus body. Further, a paper type detection part that detects a type of paper (recording medium) may be provided,
and switching between the respective modes may be carried out based on the detected type of paper.
[0092] Further, in the image forming apparatus according to the second embodiment, an area detection part is provided
to detect a character/letter area and a photograph area of an image, and the type of the dither method and the number
of lines are changed for each of the above-mentioned four image forming modes based on the detection result of the
area detection part (whether a character/letter area or a photograph area). FIG. 4 shows the type (i.e., "concentration
type", "line screen type" or "dispersion type") of the dither method and a specific example of the number of lines (150
[lpi], 200 [lpi], 250 [lpi], 300 [lpi] or 600 [lpi]) for each mode.
[0093] It is noted that it has been known that fixing performance (i.e, performance of fixing a toner image onto a
recording medium) may not be satisfactory for a halftone image having the large number of isolated dots or such. Further,
the fixing performance of a halftone image differs much depending on the type of the dither method to be used. Below,
this point will be described.
[0094] FIG. 5 shows the fixing performance of a halftone image with respect to the respective types of dithering.
[0095] As a specific evaluation method, halftone images are output using respective types of the gradation processing
method. At this time, 11 samples for different image densities of halftone images are prepared where the respective
values of the 11 image densities (ID) include those from 0.5 through 1.0 in density in units of 0.05 therebetween measured
by X-rite 938 made by X-Rite, Incorporated. As the fixing temperatures for the samples, three conditions, i.e., 130°C,
140°C and 150°C are prepared.
[0096] Then, smear fixing performance of each sample is evaluated. The smear fixing performance is one of fixing
performance judgment method for copy/printer images, and a method of evaluating how easily toner is removed from
a printed halftone image. A specific measuring method will be described now.
[0097] A halftone sample having a base density (ID) of 0.7560.1 measured by a spectral densitometer made by X-
Rite, Incorporated is rubbed 5 times in a going and returning manner by a white cotton cloth with a certain load, and the
density of the white cotton cloth at which the toner adheres as a result is measured by the spectral densitometer. Then,
it is determined that as the density on the white cotton cloth is higher, the toner is more easily removed, and the fixing
performance is worse. At this time, the highest value of the smear ID value from among the samples of the same fixing
temperature and the same image processing information is used as a smear ID value of the fixing performance in this
gradation processing. The smear ID values of the fixing performance in the gradation processing are plotted for the
various types of gradation processing with the ordinate of the smear ID value and the abscissa of the fixing temperature
as shown in FIG. 5. In the graph of FIG. 5, the fact that the smear ID is larger means that the fixing performance is worse.
[0098] As can be seen from FIG. 5, in almost all of the types of dithering for printer output, the fixing performance is
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better than that of the error diffusion method for copy output. However, in the case of the dispersion-type dithering for
printer output which is frequently used for characters/letters, the fixing performance is worse than that of the case of
copy output. Thus, the result of the fixing performance cannot be determined simply from a single factor such as whether
printing output is printer output or copy output. Therefore, it is preferable to carry out control of the fixing temperature to
match the fixing performance of each of output images.
[0099] Therefore, in a control method for the fixing target temperature according to the second embodiment, in addition
to the control flow the same as that of the first embodiment, the fixing target temperature is changed based on the type
of dithering and the number of lines in a case where the dither method is used as gradation processing.
[0100] FIG. 6 shows the fixing target temperature to be selected according to the type of dithering and the number of
lines in a case where the dither method is used as a gradation processing method, based on the study result from the
graph of FIG. 5.
[0101] Here, the normal temperature and the level 1 temperature are the fixing target temperatures the same as those
mentioned above. In the example shown in FIG. 6, in cases of a concentration-type dithering (using a concentration-
type dither matrix) and a line-screen-type dithering (using a line screen-type dither matrix), setting is carried out in such
a manner that up to the number of lines of 200 [lpi], the fixing target temperature is reduced to the level 1 temperature.
Further, in a case of using a dispersion-type dithering (using a dispersion-type dither matrix), setting is carried out in
such a manner that for the number of lines of 200 [lpi] or more, the fixing target temperature is not reduced from the
normal temperature at any time.
[0102] FIG. 7 shows the fixing target temperatures for each of the image forming modes, with respect to a photograph
area and a character/letter area, and whether a halftone image part is included, based on FIGS. 4 and 6.
[0103] It is noted that in FIG. 7, a case where no halftone image part is included is referred to as "including only a
100% image" (only solid image), and a case where a halftone image part is included is referred to as "including an image
of less than 100%".
[0104] Below, with reference to FIG. 8 (flowchart), the control method for the fixing target temperature according to
the second embodiment of the present invention will be described. It is noted that also in the second embodiment, the
same as the above-mentioned first embodiment, the fixing target temperature is set to any one of the three levels, i.e.,
the normal temperature, the level 1 temperature and the level 2 temperature.
[0105] In FIG. 8, steps S1 and S2 are the same as steps S1 and S2 in the flowchart of FIG. 3 according to the first
embodiment. Therefore, duplicate description therefor will be omitted, and only points different from the first embodiment
will be described.
[0106] In a case where it is determined that the gradation processing type is the dither method, the type of the dither
method is determined (step S13). As a result, in a case where it is determined that the dispersion-type dithering is used
as the dither method, the normal temperature is selected (step S17) since the dispersion-type dithering is disadvantageous
to the fixing performance in comparison to the other types of dithering (concentration-type dithering and line-screen-
type dithering) even when the number of lines is the same, and thus, the fixing target temperature cannot be reduced.
[0107] On the other hand, in a case where it is determined that dithering (the concentration-type dithering or the line-
screen-type dithering) other than the dispersion-type dithering is used, the number of lines is determined (step S14). As
a result, in a case where it is determined that the number of lines is less than 200 [lpi], the level 1 temperature slightly
reduced from the normal temperature is selected (step S18) since this case is relatively advantageous to the fixing
performance. In contrast thereto, in a case where it is determined that the number of lines is equal to or more than 200
[lpi], the normal temperature is selected (step S19) since this case is disadvantageous to the fixing performance.
[0108] Thus, the control method for the fixing target temperature according to the second embodiment of the present
invention has been described. Also in the second embodiment, in a case where printing is carried out on plural recording
media successively, the above-described process of FIG. 8 is carried out for each sheet of the recording media, and
the fixing target temperature is selected for each of the recording media.
[0109] Next, a control method according to a third embodiment of the present invention will be described.
[0110] According to the third embodiment, it is determined whether the formed image is a monochrome image or a
color image, and also whether a character/letter area and/or a photograph area exist, and the fixing target temperature
is selected.
[0111] Below, with reference to FIGS. 9 through 11 (flowcharts), the control method for the fixing target temperature
according to the third embodiment will be described. It is noted that also in the third embodiment, the same as the above-
mentioned respective embodiments, the fixing target temperature is set to any one of the normal temperature, the level
1 temperature and the level 2 temperature.
[0112] First, as shown in FIG. 9, it is determined whether the input image information is for printer output or copy
output (step S21). Also in the third embodiment, the same as the above, the dither method is used in a case of printer
output and the error diffusion method is used in a case of copy output. That is, the type of gradation processing is
determined by determining whether the printer output or copy output is carried out. As a result, in a case where copy
output is carried out, the error diffusion method is used, therefore it is not possible to reduce the fixing target temperature
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the same as the above, and the normal temperature is selected (step S23). It is noted that even in the case where the
error diffusion method is used as a gradation processing method, it is also possible to carry out controlling of the fixing
target temperature depending on sizes of dots and/or whether a halftone image part is included.
[0113] On the other hand, in a case where it is determined that printer output is carried out, further it is determined
whether the image is a monochrome image or a color image (step S22). Since the dither method is used in a case of a
monochrome image, it is then determined by obtaining image processing information 1 described next (see FIG. 10)
whether it is possible to reduce the fixing target temperature from the normal temperature according to the type of the
dithering and the number of lines. This is because the fixing target temperature of a monochrome is determined according
to the smear fixing performance, and there is an image having the small number of isolated dots depending on the type
of dithering such as the line-screen-type dithering, the concentration-type dithering or such. Therefore, the fixing target
temperature may be able to be reduced in a case where the number of isolated dots is small and the image is advantageous
to the smear fixing performance for halftone.
[0114] Further, the dither method is used as a gradation processing method also in the case of a full-color image.
However, there is a likelihood that toners of equal to or more than two colors are superposed together in a case of a
full-color image in comparison to a case of a monochrome image using a single color. Therefore, a toner adhesion
amount is large and rather solid rendering performance or cold offset becomes a critical condition than the smear fixing
performance, and thus, according to the third embodiment, the fixing target temperature is not reduced for full-color
images. Accordingly, in a case where it is determined that the image is a full-color image, the normal target temperature
is selected (step S23). It is possible to add a control of changing the fixing target temperature depending on a toner
adhesion amount or such also in cases of full-color images.
[0115] Next, in FIG. 10, in a case of a monochrome image (step S24), image processing information 1 is obtained,
and it is determined whether it is possible to reduce the fixing target temperature from the normal temperature. This
process will now be described.
[0116] As shown in FIG. 10, in this process, it is determined from the image processing information 1 whether the
image is carried out in a normal mode or a high resolution mode (step S31). It is noted that the high resolution mode is
the same as the above-mentioned high resolution mode and the normal mode means each of the above-mentioned
respective modes other than the high resolution mode (i.e., the speed-preferred general document mode, the image-
quality-preferred general document mode or the photograph mode (see FIG. 4)). Thus, the determination in step S31
is carried out according to which one of the above-mentioned four image forming modes is selected by the user, for
example.
[0117] In a case where it is determined that the high resolution mode is used, the normal temperature is selected (step
S33) since the number of lines is large in this case. It is noted that even in a case of the high resolution mode, such a
control may be carried out that it is determined whether a halftone image part is included or so, and the fixing target
temperature may be reduced in a case whether no halftone image part is included.
[0118] On the other hand, in a case of the normal mode, a determination is further carried out by obtaining image
processing information 2 described next (see FIG. 11) because there is a likelihood of being able to reduce the fixing
target temperature.
[0119] In FIG. 11, in a case of the normal mode (step S32 of FIG. 10), the image processing information 2 is obtained
and it is determined whether the fixing target temperature can be reduced.
[0120] As shown in FIG. 11, in the process of FIG. 11, first it is determined whether a character/letter area exists (step
S41). In a case where a character/letter area exists, it is determined whether the character/letter area includes an image
of less than 100% (i.e., a halftone image part) (step S42). In a case where an image of less than 100% is included in
the character/letter area, further it is determined whether the speed-preferred general document mode is used (step S43).
[0121] It is noted that in the case of the speed-preferred general document mode, the same as the above, the con-
centration-type dithering is used, and in a case of any one of the other image-quality-preferred general document mode
and the photograph mode, the dispersion-type dithering is used for character/letter areas (see FIG. 4). Therefore, in a
case where the image includes a character/letter area, the character/letter area includes an image of less than 100%,
and the speed-preferred general document mode is used, the concentration-type dithering where there are few isolated
dots is used. Therefore, in this case, the level 1 temperature is selected (step S45) since it is possible to somewhat
reduce the fixing target temperature.
[0122] On the other hand, in a case where the image includes a character/letter area and the character/letter area
has an image of less than 100% but an image forming mode other than the speed-preferred general document mode
is used, the dispersion-type dithering disadvantageous to the fixing performance is used. Therefore, the fixing target
temperature is not reduced and the normal temperature is selected (step S44).
[0123] Further, in a case where it is determined in step S41 that the image includes no character/letter area or it is
determined in step S42 that a character/letter area does not include an image of less than 100%, it is determined (step
S46) whether the image includes a photograph area. Then, in a case where it is determined that the image includes a
photograph area, it is determined whether the photograph area includes an image of less than 100% (step S47). Then,
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in a case where the image includes a photograph area and the photograph area includes an image of less than 100%,
the line-screen-type dithering may be used the same as the above (see FIG. 4). Therefore, there may be few isolated
dots, and thus, it is possible to somewhat reduce the fixing target temperature. Therefore, the level 1 temperature is
selected (step S48). In contrast thereto, in a case where it is determined in step S46 that the image includes no photograph
area or it is determined in step S47 that a photograph area does not include an image of less than 100%, the level 2
temperature is selected (step S49). In this case, no halftone image exists, and thus, the image is a 100% solid image.
Therefore, the margin for the fixing performance is large, and it is possible to considerably reduce the fixing target
temperature. It is noted that as mentioned above, whether the image is a 100% solid image is determined from the
CMYK values of the image. Thus, steps S42 and S47 of determining whether an image of less than 100% is included
are carried out using the CMYK values of the image.
[0124] Thus, the control method for the fixing target temperature according to the third embodiment of the present
invention has been described. Also in the third embodiment, in a case where printing is carried out on plural recording
media successively, the above-described process of FIGS. 9 through 11 is carried out for each sheet of the recording
media, and the fixing target temperature is selected for each of the recording media.
[0125] A low-temperature-fixing toner may be used as the black toner in any one of the above-mentioned embodiments
of the present invention.
[0126] Below, a control method for the fixing target temperature according to a fourth embodiment of the present
invention where a low-temperature-fixing black toner is used. Details of the toners used in the fourth embodiment will
be described later.
[0127] FIG. 12 is a flowchart of the control method for the fixing target temperature according to the fourth embodiment
of the present invention.
[0128] In the fourth embodiment, the fixing target temperature is selected from four levels, and a fixing target temper-
ature changing part selects any temperature of the four levels. Here, the fixing target temperature for a case of a full-
color image which is most disadvantageous to the fixing performance is set as a normal temperature (first fixing target
temperature). On the other hand, in a case of a monochrome image, it is possible to set the fixing target temperature
lower than that of a case of a full-color image. Here, as the fixing target temperatures in a case of a monochrome image,
a level 1 temperature (second fixing target temperature) slightly reduced from the normal temperature of a case of a
full-color image; a level 2 temperature (third fixing target temperature) slightly reduced from the level 1 temperature; and
a level 3 temperature (fourth fixing target temperature) considerably reduced from the level 1 temperature are prepared
as the above-mentioned four levels. For example, the level 1 temperature is set to a temperature lower than the normal
temperature by 10°C, the level 2 temperature is set to a temperature lower than the normal temperature by 15°C and
the level 3 temperature is set to a temperature lower than the normal temperature by 25°C.
[0129] As shown in FIG. 12, in the control of the fixing target temperature according to the fourth embodiment, first, it
is determined (step S51) whether an image to be formed on a recording medium is a monochrome image or a full-color
image. In a case of a full-color image, the normal temperature is selected as mentioned above (step S57). In contrast
thereto, in a case of a monochrome image, a determination in step S52 is carried out since it is possible to reduce the
fixing target temperature.
[0130] In step S52, it is determined whether halftone processing of the image is carried out. Further, depending on a
result of the determination, after that (step S53) the type of gradation processing used in image forming may be deter-
mined. The operations in steps S52 and S53 are the same as those in step S1 and S2 in FIG. 3, and thus, duplicate
description will be omitted. However, the fourth embodiment shown in FIG. 12 is different in that the normal temperature,
the level 1 temperature and the level 2 temperature selected as results of steps S1 and S2 of FIG. 3 become the level
1 temperature, the level 2 temperature and the level 3 temperature, respectively, at a time of forming a monochrome
image, as shown.
[0131] Next, a control method according to a fifth embodiment of the present invention using the low-temperature-
fixing black toner will be described.
[0132] FIGS. 13A and 13B show the fixing target temperatures for each of the image forming modes at a time of
printing full-color image (FIG. 13A) and at a time of printing a monochrome image (FIG. 13B) depending on a photograph
area and a character/letter area, and whether a halftone image part is included (an image of less than 100% is included).
It is noted that the normal temperature, the level 1 temperature, the level 2 temperature and the level 3 temperature in
the fifth embodiment are the same as those in the fourth embodiment described above. Further, tables of FIGS. 13A
and 13B are produced based on FIGS. 4 and 6, and settings of the types of dithering and the number of lines for the
respective image forming modes in FIGS. 13A and 13B are the same as those mentioned above.
[0133] FIG. 14 is a flowchart of the control method according to the fifth embodiment of the present invention.
[0134] As shown in FIG. 14, in the control of the fixing target temperature according to the fifth embodiment, first it is
determined in step S61 whether an image to be formed on a recording medium is a monochrome image or a full-color
image. When the image is a full-color image, the normal temperature is selected as mentioned above (step S66). On
the other hand, in a case of a monochrome image, determinations in steps starting from step S62 are carried out since
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it is possible to reduce the fixing target temperature.
[0135] It is noted that operations in steps S62, S63, S64 and S65 are the same as those in steps S1, S2, S13 and
S14 in FIG. 8, and thus duplicate description will be omitted. However, the fifth embodiment shown in FIG. 14 is different
in that the normal temperature, the level 1 temperature and the level 2 temperature selected as results of steps S1, S2,
S13 and S14 of FIG. 8 become the level 1 temperature, the level 2 temperature and the level 3 temperature, respectively,
at a time of forming a monochrome image.
[0136] FIGS. 15, 16 and 17 are flowcharts of a control method according to a sixth embodiment of the present invention
using the low-temperature-fixing black toner.
[0137] Also in the sixth embodiment, the same as the above-mentioned fourth and fifth embodiments, the fixing target
temperature is selected from the different four levels, i.e., the normal temperature at a time of forming a full-color image
and the level 1 temperature, the level 2 temperature and the level 3 temperature at a time of forming a monochrome image.
[0138] In the control of the fixing target temperature according to the sixth embodiment, first, as shown in FIG. 15, in
step S81, it is determined whether an image to be formed on a recording medium is a monochrome image or a full-color
image. In a case of a full-color image, the normal temperature is selected as mentioned above (step S85). On the other
hand, in a case of a monochrome image, determinations starting from step S82 are carried out since it is possible to
reduce the fixing target temperature.
[0139] In step S82, it is determined whether the input image information is for printer output or copy output. In a case
where it is determined as copy output, the level 1 temperature is selected (step S84) since the error diffusion method is
used and the fixing target temperature cannot be further reduced at a time of forming a monochrome image. It is note
that it is possible to carry out control of the fixing target temperature according to the sizes of dots and/or whether a
halftone image part is included even in the case of using the error diffusion method as a gradation processing method.
On the other hand, in a case where it is determined as printer output, then a process (of FIG. 16) of obtaining image
processing information 1 and determining whether the fixing target temperature can be reduced from the level 1 tem-
perature is carried out (step S83).
[0140] FIG. 16 shows a flowchart of obtaining the image processing information 1 and selecting the fixing target
temperature. FIG. 17 shows a flowchart of, after carrying out the process of FIG. 16, further obtaining image processing
information 2, and selecting the fixing target temperature. The flowcharts of FIGS. 16 and 17 are the same as those
shown in FIGS. 10 and 11, and duplicate description will be omitted. However, the sixth embodiment shown in FIGS.
16 and 17 is different in that the normal temperature, the level 1 temperature and the level 2 temperature selected in
the flowcharts of FIGS. 10 and 11 become the level 1 temperature, the level 2 temperature and the level 3 temperature,
respectively, at a time of forming a monochrome image.
[0141] Thus, the control methods for the fixing target temperature according to the fourth, fifth and sixth embodiments
of the present invention using the low-temperature-fixing black toner have been described. Also in the these embodiments,
in a case where printing is carried out on plural recording media successively, the above-described respective processes
are carried out for each sheet of the recording media, and the fixing target temperature is selected for each of the
recording media.
[0142] Below, a method of determining dithering according to an embodiment of the present invention will be described.
[0143] FIG. 18 shows PDL software.
[0144] PDL software includes a parser part 301 carrying out syntax analysis (parsing) for each of PDL such as PS,
PCL or RPCS of Ricoh; and a rendering core part 302 carrying out image forming of PDL. The rendering core part 302
includes a rendering module I/F part 303 that is an I/F receiving text, images, vector graphics and rendering setting
information; an intermediate data storing part 304 storing rendering data such as text, images, vector graphics and so
forth and the rendering setting information having colors and transparent settings in an intermediate data memory 305;
the intermediate data memory 305; and plural rendering process parts 500 carrying out rendering based on the rendering
data to generate output image data. Dither information 307 to be used is obtained by the PDL parser part 301 from an
environment such as a ROM area or such at a time of starting up and is provided to the rendering core part 302.
[0145] With reference to FIG. 18, a method of controlling the fixing temperature for a certain page will now be described.
[0146] Printing data sent to a controller in the image forming apparatus from a driver of a host PC is data of each of
jobs as units, one job includes one or more pages, and 1 page includes one or more bands. In the job, rendering
commands and information used for various sorts of settings are included. Typical rendering commands include char-
acters/letters, graphics and images. Further, also commands used for setting rendering colors, commands used for
setting resolution of a page or such are included in the rendering commands. When receiving printing data, the PDL
parser 301 separates the printing data into the rendering commands and so forth, and transfers them to the rendering
module I/F 303. A used dither determination part 306 receives the information from the rendering module I/F 303, and
selects dither IDs from among the dither information 307 previously obtained as mentioned above to be used in this
environment, for being to be used for a page, based on depths, resolutions and other settings of the page. Next, rendering
colors are set, and a rendering command I/F (not shown) included in the rendering module I/F 303 is called. Then,
dithering to be used for coordinates at which rendering is carried out according to the rendering commands is determined
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up to planes and density values. The used dither determination part 306 may be included in the rendering module 303.
When the dither IDs, planes and density values are thus determined, the fixing temperature information is also determined,
and thus, the fixing temperature information for the rendering commands is obtained.
[0147] FIG. 19 shows one example of a fixing temperature change during successive printing according to any one
of the above-mentioned embodiments of the present invention.
[0148] As described above, in each of the embodiments of the present invention, in a case where printing is carried
out successively on plural recording media (i.e., successive printing), the fixing target temperature is selected for each
sheet of the recording media. Therefore, there may be a case where the fixing target temperature is changed during
successive printing operations between the normal temperature, the level 1 temperature and the level 2 temperature or
between the normal temperature, the level 1 temperature, the level 2 temperature and the level 3 temperature.
[0149] In the example of FIG. 19, the fixing target temperatures (the normal temperature (normal), the level 1 temper-
ature (level 1) and the level 2 temperature (level 2)) for first through ninth pages on which printing is carried out succes-
sively, and a change in the fixing temperature that is changing according to the change in the fixing target temperature
are shown. In FIG. 19, in particular between the third and fourth pages, the increasing amount in the fixing target
temperature from the level 2 temperature to the normal temperature is large. Therefore, it is necessary to increase the
fixing temperature sharply to timely follow the fixing target temperature. However, in a case where the number of sheets
to be processed successively per unit period of time (for example, the number of sheets to be processed successively
per 1 minute (CPM (copies per minute))) is large, a problem such as cold offset may occur since the fixing temperature
may not timely follow the fixing target temperature only during the period of time between adjacent sheets of successively
processed recording medium. Therefore, in order to avoid such a problem, the fixing temperature is controlled during
successive printing operations as will be described now.
[0150] FIG. 20 shows a change in the (actual) fixing temperature when, as an example, three sheets of recording
media are successively processed where the ordinate indicates temperature and abscissa indicates time. In FIG. 20, a
long dashed double-short dashed line represents the (actual) fixing temperature, and a solid line represents the fixing
target temperature.
[0151] In this case, the fixing target temperature selected for the first and second sheets are the same level 2 tem-
perature, and therefore, the fixing target temperature is not to be changed. However, the fixing target temperature
selected for the third sheet is the normal temperature. Therefore, it is necessary to increase the fixing temperature by
a large amount between the second and third sheets. In such a case where it is necessary to increase the fixing
temperature by a large amount between the second and third sheets, a change of the fixing target temperature from the
level 2 temperature to the normal temperature is started before the completion of causing the second sheet to pass
through the fixing unit (fixing nip). By thus starting the change of the fixing target temperature from the level 2 temperature
to the normal temperature before the completion of causing the second sheet to pass through the fixing nip instead of
immediately after the completion of causing the second sheet to pass through the fixing nip, it is possible to start an
increase of the (actual) fixing temperature at early timing, and thus, it becomes possible to have increased the fixing
temperature to the normal temperature until when the third sheet passes through the fixing nip.
[0152] More specifically, the change of the fixing target temperature from the level 2 temperature to the normal tem-
perature is started when the first image forming unit (in the example of FIG. 1, the process unit 1Y for yellow) among
the plural image forming units starts image forming operations on the second sheet of recording medium. Thereby, when
the second sheet of recording medium is caused to pass through the fixing nip, the surface temperature of the fixing
roller as the fixing member has been started to increase from the level 2 temperature to the normal temperature as
shown in FIG. 20, and the surface temperature of the fixing roller reaches the normal temperature before the third sheet
of recording medium passes through the fixing nip, as shown in FIG. 20.
[0153] FIG. 21 shows, different from the case of FIG. 20, a change of the (actual) fixing temperature under the condition
where the first and second sheets are output with the normal temperature, and the third sheet is output with the level 2
temperature. It is noted that also in FIG. 21, a long dashed double-short dashed line represents the (actual) fixing
temperature, and a solid line represents the fixing target temperature.
[0154] In this case, it is necessary to change the fixing target temperature from the normal temperature to the level 2
temperature between the second and third sheets. Here, a change of the fixing target temperature is started immediately
after the completion of causing the second sheet to pass through the fixing unit (fixing nip), and at a time when causing
the third sheet to pass through the fixing nip is started, the fixing temperature has not yet been reduced to the level 2
temperature. However, no problem occurs even when the fixing temperature has not yet been reduced to the level 2
temperature that is the target temperature.
[0155] Thus, in a case where the fixing target temperature of a recording medium for which a fixing process is carried
out next is higher than the fixing target temperature of a specific recording medium (for example, in the case of FIG. 20),
a start of changing the fixing target temperature is carried out at an earlier timing in comparison to a case where the
fixing target temperature of a recording medium for which a fixing process is carried out next is lower than the fixing
target temperature of a specific recording medium (for example, in the case of FIG. 21). Thereby, even in a case where
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the number of sheets of recording media to be successively processed per unit period of time is large, it is possible to
timely control the fixing temperature for each of recording media during successive processing of the recording media
to a desired temperature. Thereby, it is possible to avoid a problem of cold offset or such. Further, since it is not necessary
to provide a waiting period of time for waiting until the fixing temperature is sufficiently increased, it is possible to switch
the fixing temperature without degradation of productivity (printing speed).
[0156] Further, it is also possible to carry out a start of changing the fixing target temperature at an earlier timing as
the difference between the fixing target temperatures is larger in a case where the fixing target temperature of a recording
medium for which a fixing process is to be carried out next is higher than the fixing target temperature of a specific
recording medium. For example, in a case where the fixing target temperature is changed from the level 2 temperature
to the normal temperature between the second and third sheets, in comparison to a case where the fixing target tem-
perature is changed from the level 1 temperature to the normal temperature, a time required for increasing the fixing
temperature is longer since the temperature difference is larger. Therefore, by starting the change at an earlier timing
in a case where the difference between the fixing target temperatures is larger, it is possible to timely complete the
increase in the fixing temperature.
[0157] It is noted that with reference to FIGS. 20 and 21, the timing at which the change of the fixing target temperature
is started has been described using the examples for the temperature change between the level 2 temperature and the
normal temperature. However, the timing at which the change of the fixing target temperature is started may be changed
in the same way also for the temperature change between the level 3 temperature and the normal temperature or the
temperature change between the level 3 temperature and the level 1 temperature, for example.
[0158] FIG. 22 shows a general sectional view of a configuration of another fixing unit applicable to any one of the
above-mentioned embodiments of the present invention. As shown in FIG. 22, the fixing unit 50 includes an endless
fixing belt 51 fixing a not-yet-fixed image T on a recording medium P to the recording medium P; a metal pipe 52 as a
supporting member supporting an inner circumferential surface of the fixing belt 51; a heater 53 as a heating member
heating the fixing belt 51; a pressing roller 54 as a pressing member pressing the fixing belt 51 from the outer circum-
ferential side; a nip creating part 55 disposed on the inner circumferential side of the fixing belt 51 and coming into
contact with the pressing roller 54 via the fixing belt 51 to form a fixing nip; and an auxiliary stay 56.
[0159] The fixing belt 51 includes a base made of SUS or nickel and a surface layer made of silicone rubber and a
surface layer made of PFA coated on the base. The metal pipe 52 has a base made of SUS or nickel, and it is preferable
to provide a fluorine-based slidable coating on the outer circumferential surface coming into contact with the fixing belt
51. The pressing roller 54 includes a core metal made of a metal and an elastic layer made of silicone rubber coated
on the outer circumferential surface of the core metal. The nip creating part 55 is formed as a result of fluororubber or
such being wound by a PTFE sheet or such.
[0160] As a result of the heater 53 generating heat, the metal pipe 52 is heated. Thereby, the temperature of the fixing
belt 51, with which the metal pipe 52 is contact, is increased. Then, as a result of the recording medium P on which the
not-yet-fixed toner image T is formed passing through the fixing nip between the fixing belt 51 being rotated and the
pressing roller 54 in a state where the temperature of the fixing belt 51 has reached the fixing target temperature, the
not-yet-fixed image T on the recording medium P is fixed. Further, the fixing belt 51, the temperature of which has been
reduced through the fixing operation, is heated again by the heater 53, and this flow is repeated.
[0161] FIG. 23 is a general sectional view of a configuration of yet another fixing unit applicable to any one of the
above-mentioned embodiments of the present invention.
[0162] As shown in FIG. 23, the fixing unit 60 includes a fixing sleeve 61 as a fixing member; a pressing roller 62 as
a pressing member pressing the fixing sleeve 61; a nip creating part 63 disposed on the inner circumferential side of
the fixing sleeve 61 and coming into contact with the pressing roller 62 via the fixing sleeve 61 to form a fixing nip; a
surface-type heating member 64 as a heating member heating the fixing sleeve 61; and a heating member supporting
part 65 supporting the surface-type heating member 64 at a certain position. As shown in FIG. 23, the reference numeral
66 denotes a terminal table stay, the reference numeral 67 denotes a power supply line and the reference numeral 68
denotes a core supporting member.
[0163] The surface-type heating member 64 is formed as a result of a resistor heating part being disposed in the inside
of a deformable film-shaped member. Further, the surface-type heating member is configured to come into contact with
the inner circumferential surface of the fixing sleeve 61 and directly heat the fixing sleeve 61. Further, the surface-type
heating member 64 may be disposed adjacent to the fixing sleeve 61. In this configuration, a not-yet-fixed image T on
a recording medium P is fixed as a result of the recording medium P on which the not-yet-fixed toner image T is formed
passing through the fixing nip between the fixing sleeve 61 being rotated and the pressing roller 62 in a state where the
temperature of the fixing sleeve 61 has reached the fixing target temperature.
[0164] It is noted that the present invention is not limited to the specifically disclosed embodiments, and variations
and modifications may be made without departing from the scope of the present invention. A fixing unit to which any
one of the above-mentioned embodiments of the present invention is applicable is not limited to the above-described
fixing units. For example, a pressing member such as a pressing belt may be used instead of the pressing roller, and a
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heating member that heats the pressing member may be provided. Further, an image forming apparatus to which any
one of the above-mentioned embodiments of the present invention is applicable is not limited to the laser printer shown
in FIG. 1, and may be an image forming apparatus such as another type of a printer, a copier, a facsimile machine, a
multifunction peripheral having a function of a printer, a copier and a facsimile machine in a combined manner, or such.
[0165] Below, the above-mentioned low-temperature-fixing black toner used in the fourth, fifth and sixth embodiments
of the present invention will be described in detail.
[0166] The low-temperature-fixing black toner used in the fourth, fifth and sixth embodiments of the present invention
has a required fixing temperature lower than that of color toners by equal to or more than 10°C, contains at least a
thermoplastic resin, and contains as the thermoplastic resins at least crystalline polyester resin and non-crystalline
polyester resin, a wax and a colorant. The low-temperature-fixing black toner has a clear endothermic peak at 50 through
10°C on a differential thermal curve in DSC (Differential Scanning Calorimetry) temperature increase, the melting point
of the above-mentioned crystalline polyester is 60°C through 80°C, and the melting point of the wax is 70°C through
90°C. In a case where the melting point of the crystalline polyester is less than 60°C, degradation in heat resisting storage
stability appears, and in a case where the melting point of the crystalline polyester is more than 80°C, degradation in
low-temperature fixing performance appears. In a case where the melting point of the wax is less than 70°C, degradation
in heat resisting storage stability appears, and in a case where the melting point of the was is more than 90°C, degradation
in low-temperature fixing performance appears. Generally speaking, it is preferable that the melting points of the crystalline
polyester and the wax are lower because of low-temperature fixing performance. However, if the melting points thereof
are too low, heat resisting storage stability may be degraded. Further, as to the wax, it is preferable that the melting
point is higher than that of crystalline polyester since the wax tends to be degraded in heat resisting storage stability in
comparison to crystalline polyester.

[Organic Solvent]

[0167] As an organic solvent, one which completely dissolves crystalline polyester resin at high temperature to form
a uniform solution, and on the other hand, which is separated from crystalline polyester when being cooled to a low
temperature to form an opaque nonuniform solution is preferable. As specific examples, it is possible to use alone or in
a manner of combining two or more of toluene, ethyl acetate, butyl acetate, methyl ethyl ketone, methyl isobutyl ketone
and so forth.

[Advantageous Effect of Crystalline Polyester Resin]

[0168] Crystalline polyester resin in the toner shows thermofusion characteristics showing a sharp reduction of viscosity
near the fixing start temperature since it has high crystallinity. That is, heat resisting storage stability is satisfactory up
to immediately before the melting start temperature due to crystallinity, and at the melting start temperature, a sharp
reduction of viscosity (sharp melting characteristics) occurs, and thus fixing is achieved. Therefore, it is possible to design
the toner having both satisfactory heat resisting storage salability and low-temperature fixing performance. Further, it
has been seen that as to a releasing range (a difference between a fixing lower-limit temperature and a hot-offset
occurring temperature), satisfactory result is shown.

[Crystalline Polyester Resin]

[0169] Crystalline polyester resins are synthesized using, for example, as alcohol ingredients, saturated aliphatic diol
compounds having the carbon number of 2 through 12, for example, 1,4-butanediol, 1,6-hexanediol, 1,8-octanediol,
1,10-decanediol, 1,12-dodecanediol and derivatives thereof; and at least as acid ingredients, dicarboxylic acid having
the carbon number of 2 through 12 having double bond (C = C bond), or saturated dicarboxylic acid having the carbon
number of 2 through 12, especially, fumaric acid, 1,4-butanedioic acid, 1,6-hexanedioic acid, 1,8-octanedioic acid, 1,10-
decanedioic acid, 1,12-dodecanedioic acid and derivatives thereof.
[0170] Thereamong, from a viewpoint that crystallinity of crystalline polyester is high and a sharp change in viscosity
is shown near the melting point, it is preferable to configure crystalline polyester resin by only a saturated diol ingredient
having the carbon number of 4 through 12 of any one of 1,4-butanediol, 1,6-hexanediol, 1,8-octanediol, 1,10-decanediol
and 1,12-dodecanediol; and a saturated dicarboxylic acid ingredient having the carbon number of 4 through 12 of any
one of 1,4-butanedioic acid, 1,6-hexanedioic acid, 1,8-octanedioic acid, 1,10-decanedioic acid and 1,12-dodecanedioic
acid.
[0171] Further, it has been found that as a result of diligent study for obtaining both low-temperature fixing performance
and heat resisting storage stability, it is possible to achieve both low-temperature fixing performance and heat resisting
storage stability of crystalline polyester according to the embodiments of the present invention in a case of equal to or
more than 60°C and less than 80°C. In a case of less than 60°C, heat resisting storage stability is degraded, and in a
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case of equal to or more than 80°C, low-temperature fixing performance is degraded.
[0172] Further, as a method of controlling the crystallinity and the softening point of crystalline polyester resin, a method
may be cited of designing and using nonlinear polyester obtained from at a time of synthesizing polyester, adding
polyhydric alcohol of equal to or more than trihydric such as glycerin to the alcohol ingredient and/or adding polyvalent
carboxylic acid of equal to or more than trivalent such as trimellitic anhydride to the acid ingredient, to carry out conden-
sation polymerization.
[0173] A molecular structure of crystalline polyester resin according to the embodiments of the present invention can
be seen by NMR measurement using a solution or a solid, or, other than it, X-ray analysis, GC/MS, LC/MS, IR meas-
urement or such. More easily, one having absorption based on δCH (out-of-plane bending vibration) of olefin at 956610
cm-1 or 990610 cm-1 in infrared ray absorption spectrum may be cited as an example.
[0174] As to molecular weights of crystalline polyester according to the embodiments of the present invention, as a
result of diligent study from a viewpoint that one having the above-mentioned molecular weight distribution being sharp
and having low molecular weights is superior in low-temperature fixing performance, and heat resisting storage stability
is degraded when many ingredients have low molecular weights, it has been seen that low-temperature fixing performance
and heat resisting storage stability can be both achieved in a case where in a molecular weight distribution by GPC of
soluble ingredients of o-dichlorobenzene, the weight average molecular weight is equal to or more than 5000 and equal
to or less than 20,000, a ratio of equal to or less than 500 of number average molecular weight is equal to or more than
0% and equal to or less than 2.5%, and also, a ratio of equal to or less than 1000 of the above-mentioned crystalline
polyester Mn is equal to or more than 0% and equal to or less than 5.0%. Further, it is preferably that the ratio of number
average molecular weight of equal to or less than 500 is equal to or more than 0% and equal to or less than 2.0%, and
also, the ratio of the above-mentioned crystalline polyester Mn of equal to or less than 1000 is equal to or more than
0% and equal to or less than 4.0%.
[0175] It is preferable that the acid number and the hydroxyl value of crystalline polyester resin according the embod-
iments of the present invention, when A denotes the acid number and B denotes hydroxyl value, satisfy the following
formulas: 

[0176] In a case where the acid number is equal to or less than 10 mg KOH/g, affinity with paper as the recording
medium may be degraded, and heat resisting storage stability may be degraded.
[0177] Further, in a case where the acid number is equal to or more than 40 mg KOH/g, or the hydroxyl value is equal
to or less than 20 mg KOH/g, electrification capability of the toner under high temperature and high humidity may be
degraded.
[0178] Further, in a case where the total of the acid number and the hydroxyl value is equal to or less than 20 mg
KOH/g, compatibility with noncrystalline polyester may be degraded, and sufficient low-temperature fixing performance
may not be obtained. Further, in a case where the total of the acid number and the hydroxyl value is equal to or more
than 40 mg KOH/g, compatibility between crystalline polyester and noncrystalline polyester may be increased too much,
and heat resisting storage stability may be degraded.
[0179] It is preferable that solubility of crystalline polyester to organic solvent at 70°C is equal to or more than 10 parts
by mass. In a case of less than 10 parts by mass, affinity between organic solvent and crystalline polyester may be poor,
it may be difficult to disperse crystalline polyester in organic solvent to a submicron size, crystalline polyester existing
in the toner may be nonuniform, and degradation in electrification capability and degradation in image quality may occur
when using the toner for a long term.
[0180] It is preferable that solubility of crystalline polyester in organic solvent at 20°C is less than 3.0 parts by mass.
In a case of equal to or more than 3.0 parts by mass, crystalline polyester dissolved in organic solvent may become
easily compatible with noncrystalline polyester before being heated, degradation in heat resisting storage stability,
contamination of the development unit, and degradation in images may occur.
[0181] It is preferable that the above-mentioned binder resin ingredients contain a binder resin precursor.
[0182] Further, as the toner of the embodiments of the present invention, a toner is preferable which is obtained as a
result of after dissolving a compound that carries out elongation from or cross-linking with a binder resin precursor into
an oil phase obtained from dissolving and dispersing in organic solvent, at least a colorant, a releasing agent, crystalline
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polyester resin, the above-mentioned binder resin precursor made of modified polyester-based resin, and binder resin
ingredients other than these, the above-mentioned oil phase being dispersed into an aqueous medium in which a fine
particle dispersing agent exists, to obtain an emulsified dispersion, the above-mentioned binder resin precursor being
caused to carry out cross-linking reaction and/or elongation reaction in the emulsified dispersion and the organic solvent
being removed.

[Binder resin Precursor]

[0183] As the binder resin precursor, a binder resin precursor made of modified polyester-based resin is preferable,
and polyester prepolymer modified by isocyanate, epoxy or such may be cited. This carries out elongation reaction with
a compound (amines or such) having active hydrogen groups, and contributes to improving the releasing range (a
difference between a fixing lower-limit temperature and a hot-offset occurring temperature). As a method of synthesizing
the polyester prepolymer, it is possible to easily synthesize it by causing a known isocyanate-producing agent or epox-
idizing agent to react to polyester resin acting as a base. As the isocyanate-producing agents, aliphatic polyisocyanate
(tetramethylene diisocyanate, hexamethylene diisocyanate, 2,6-di(isocyanatomethyl)caproate or such); alycyclic
polyisocyanate (isohoron diisocyanate, cyclohexylmethane diisocyanate or such); aromatic diisocyanate (tlylene diiso-
cyanate, diphenylmethane diisocyanate or such); aromatic aliphatic diisocyanate (α, α, α’, α’-tetramethylxylylene diiso-
cyanate or such); isocyanurates; one obtained from the above-mentioned polyisocyanate being blocked by phenol
derivative, oxime, caprolactam or such; and combined usage of two or more thereof may be cited. As the epoxidizing
agents, epichlorohydrin or such may be cited as a typical example.
[0184] Preferably, a ratio of the isocyanate-producing agent is, as an equivalent ratio [NCO]/[OH] of an isocyanate
group [NCO] and a hydroxyl group [OH] of polyester as a base, usually 5/1 through 1/1, preferably 4/1 through 1.2/1,
and more preferably 2.5/1 through 1.5/1. When [NCO]/[OH] exceeds 5, low-temperature fixing performance may be
degraded. When the molar ratio of [NCO] is less than 1, the urea content of the polyester prepolymer is reduced, and
hot-offset resisting performance may be degraded.
[0185] The content of the isocyanate-producing agent in the polyester prepolymer may be usually 0.5 through 40
percent by weight, preferably 1 through 30 percent by weight, and more preferably 2 through 20 percent by weight.
When less than 0.5 percent by weight, hot-offset resisting performance may be degraded, and also, it may be disad-
vantageous to both heat resisting storage stability and low-temperature fixing performance. Further, when more than
40 percent by weight, low-temperature fixing performance may be degraded.
[0186] Isocyanate groups contained per molecule of the polyester prepolymer are usually one or more, preferably 1.5
through 3 on average, and more preferably 1.8 through 2.5 on average. When less than one per molecule, the molecular
weight of urea modified polyester resin after elongation reaction may be reduced and hot-offset resisting performance
may be degraded.
[0187] It is preferable that the weight average molecular weight of the above-mentioned binder resin precursor is equal
to or more than 13104 and equal to or less than 33105.

[Compound Carrying out Expansion from or Cross-linking with Binder resin Precursor]

[0188] As the compound carrying out expansion from or cross-linking with the binder resin precursor, a compound
having active hydrogen groups may be cited, and as a typical one thereof, amines may be cited. As amines, diamine
compounds, polyamine compounds having trivalent or more, aminoalcohol compounds, aminomercaptan compounds,
amino-acid compounds, compounds blocking these amino groups and so forth may be cited. As diamine compounds,
aromatic diamine (phenyl diamine, diethyltoluene diamine, 4,4’ diaminodiphenylmethane and so forth); alycyclic diamine
(4,4’-diamino-3,3’ dimethyl dicyclohexylmethane, diamine cyclohexane, isohoron diamine or such); aliphatic diamine
(ethylene diamine, tetramethylene diamine, hexamethylene diamine or such) and so forth may be cited. As polyamine
compounds of more than trivalent, diethylenetriamine, triethylene tetramine and so forth may be cited. As aminoalcohol
compounds, methanol amine, hydroxyethyl aniline and so forth may be cited. As amino mercaptan compounds, ami-
noethyl mercaptan, aminopropyl mercaptan and so forth may be cited.
[0189] As amino acid compounds, amino propione acid, amino caproic acid and so forth may be cited. As the compounds
blocking these amino groups, ketimine compounds obtained from the above-mentioned amines and ketones (acetone,
methyl ethyl ketone, methylisobutyl ketone and so forth), oxazoline compounds and so forth may be cited. Preferable
ones of these amines are diamine compounds, and mixtures of diamine compounds and few amounts of polyamine
compounds.

[Colorant]

[0190] As colorant of the embodiments of the present invention, all of known dyes and pigments can be used, and for
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example, carbon black, nigrosin dye, iron black, naphthol yellow S, hansa yellow (10G, 5G, G), cadmium yellow, yellow
iron oxide, yellow ochre, chrome yellow, titanium yellow, polyazo yellow, oil yellow, hansa yellow (GR, A, RN, R), pigment
yellow L, benzidine yellow (G, GR), permanent yellow (NCG), vulcan fast yellow (5G, R), tartrazinelake, quinoline yellow
lake, anthrazan yellow BGL, isoindolinone yellow, red iron oxide, red lead, lead vermilion, cadmium red, cadmium mercury
red, antimoniy vermilion, permanent red 4R, para red, fire red, parachloroorthonitro anilin red, lithol fast scarlet G, brilliant
fast scarlet, brilliant carmine BS, permanent red (F2R, F4R, FRL, FRLL and F4RH), fast scarlet VD, vulcan fast rubin
B, brilliant scarlet G, lithol rubin GX, permanent red F5R, brilliant carmin 6B, pigment scarlet 3B, bordeaux 5B, toluidine
maroon, permanent bordeaux F2K, helio bordeaux BL, bordeaux 10B, bon maroon light, bon maroon medium, eosin
lake, rhodamine lake B, rhodamine lake Y, alizarin lake, thioindigo red B, thioindigo maroon, oil red, quinacridone red,
pyrazolone red, polyazo red, chrome vermilion, benzidine orange, perinone orange, oil orange, cobalt blue, cerulean
blue, alkali blue lake, peacock blue lake, victoria blue lake, metal-free phthalocyanin blue, phthalocyanin blue, fast sky
blue, indanthrene blue (RS and BC), indigo, ultramarine, iron blue, anthraquinon blue, fast violet B, methylviolet lake,
cobalt purple, manganese violet, dioxane violet, anthraquinon violet, chrome green, zinc green, chromium oxide, viridian,
emerald green, pigment green B, naphthol green B, green gold, acid green lake, malachite green lake, phthalocyanine
green, anthraquinon green, titanium oxide, zinc flower, lithopone, and mixtures thereof may be used. The content of
colorant may be usually 1 through 15 percent by weight per toner, and preferably, 3 through 10 percent by weight with
respect to toner.
[0191] The colorant used in the embodiments of the present invention may be used as a master batch mixed with
resin. Examples of binder resin which is to be used in manufacturing the master batch or kneaded together with the
master batch include the above-mentioned modified or unmodified polyester resins; styrenes and polymers of substituted
products thereof, such as polystyrenes, poly-p-chlorostyrenes, polyvinyltoluenes and so forth; styrene-based copolymers
such as styrene-p-chlorostyrene copolymers, styrene-propylene copolymers, styrene-vinyltoluene copolymers, styrene-
vinylnaphthalene copolymers, styrene-methyl acrylate copolymers, styrene-ethyl acrylate copolymers, styrene-butyl acr-
ylate copolymers, styrene-octyl acrylate copolymers, styrene-methyl methacrylate copolymers, styrene-ethyl methacr-
ylate copolymers, styrene-butyl methacrylate copolymers, styrene-methyl α-chloromethacrylate copolymers, styrene-
acrylonitrile copolymers, styrene-vinyl methyl ketone copolymers, styrene-butadiene copolymers, styrene-isoprene co-
polymers, styrene-acrylonitrile-indene copolymers, styrene-maleic acid copolymers, and styrene-maleic acid ester co-
polymers; polymethyl methacrylates; polybutyl methacrylates; polyvinyl chlorides; polyvinyl acetates; polyethylenes;
polypropylenes, polyesters; epoxy resins; epoxy polyol resins; polyurethanes; polyamides; polyvinyl butyrals; polyacrylic
acid resins; rosin; modified rosin; terpene resins; aliphatic or alicyclic hydrocarbon resins; aromatic-series-based petro-
leum resins; chlorinated paraffins; paraffin waxes, and so forth. These may be used alone or in combination.
[0192] The master batch may be prepared by mixing and kneading a colorant and a resin prepared for the master
batch through application of high shearing force. At this time, an organic solvent may be used for the purpose of improving
interaction between the colorant and the resin. Further, a so-called flashing method may be preferably used where an
aqueous paste containing the colorant and water is mixed and kneaded with the resin and the organic solvent, thus the
colorant is caused to transfer to the resin, and the moisture and the organic solvent ingredient are removed, since the
wet cake of the colorant can be directly used (i.e., no drying is required to be performed). In this mixing and kneading,
a high-shearing disperser (e.g., three-roll mill or such) is preferably used.

[Releasing Agent]

[0193] The releasing agent is preferably a wax having a melting point of 50 through 120°C.
[0194] Such a was can effectively act as the releasing agent between the fixing roller and the toner interface, and
therefore, it is possible to improve high-temperature offset-resisting performance even without coating a releasing agent
such as an oil on the fixing roller.
[0195] It is noted that the melting point of the wax may be obtained using a TG-DSC system TAS-100 (Rigaku Cor-
poration) as a differential scanning calorimeter, and measuring the endothermic maximum peak.
[0196] As the releasing agent, any one of the following materials may be used.
[0197] As waxes, vegetable-based waxes such as carnauba wax, a cotton wax, a Japan wax, a rice wax and so forth;
animal-based waxes such as bees wax, lanolin and so forth; mineral-based waxes such as ozokerite, cersin and so
forth; petroleum waxes such as paraffin, microcrystalline, petrolatum and so forth, and so forth may be cited. Further,
as releasing agents other than these natural waxes, synthesized hydrocarbon waxes such as a fischer-tropsch wax, a
polyethylene wax and so forth; synthesized waxes such as ester, ketone, ether and so forth, and so forth may be cited.
[0198] Further, fatty amides such as 1,2-amide hydroxystearate, amide stearate, imide phthalic anhydride, chlorinated
hydrocarbon and so forth; and as crystalline polymers having low molecular weight, crystalline polymers having long
chain alkyl groups on side chains such as homopolymers or copolymers (for example, n-stearyl acrylate-ethyl methacr-
ylate copolymers and so forth) of poly n-stearyl methacrylate, poly n-lauryl methacrylate and so forth, may be used as
the releasing agents.
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[Electrification Control Agent]

[0199] The toner of the embodiments of the present invention may optionally contain an electrification control agent.
As the electrification control agents, all of those known as electrification control agents may be used, for example,
nigrosin-based dyes, triphenylmethane-based dyes, chrome-containing metal complex dyes, chelate molybdate dyes,
rhodamine-based dyes, alkoxy-based amines, quaternary ammonium salts (including fluorine-modified quaternary am-
monium salts), alkyl amides, phosphor used alone or as compounds, tungsten used alone and as compounds, fluorine-
based activators, salicylate metal salts, metal salts of salicylate derivatives, and so forth.
[0200] Specifically, a nigrosin-based dye: Bontron 03; a quaternary ammonium salt: Bontron P-51; a metal-containing
azo dye: Bontron S-34; an oxynaphtoic acid-based metal complex; E-82, a salicylic acid based metal complex: E-84;
phenol based condensation product: E-89 (the above-mentioned products being made by ORIENT CHEMICAL PIN-
STRIPED CO., LTD); quaternary ammonium salt molybdenum complexes; TP-302, TP-415 (the above-mentioned prod-
ucts being made by HODOGAYA CHEMICAL CO., LTD.); a quaternary ammonium salt: COPY CHARGE PSY VP2038;
a triphenylmethane derivative: COPY BLUE PR; quaternary ammonium salts: COPY CHARGE NEG VP2036, COPY
CHARGE NX VP434 (the above-mentioned products being made by HOECHST AG), LRA-901; a boron complex: LR-
147 (made by JAPAN CARLIT CO., LTD.); copper phthalocyanine; perylene; quinacridone, azo-based pigment, and
polymeric compounds having functional groups such as sulfonate groups, carboxyl groups, quaternary ammonium salts
and so forth may be cited.
[0201] The amount to use the electrification control agent is determined by the type of the binder resin, whether
additives optionally used are used and the toner manufacturing method including the dispersion method, and thus, is
not uniquely limited. However, preferably, the electrification control agent is used in a range of 0.1 through 10 parts by
weight for 100 parts by weight of the binder resin. A range of 0.2 through 5 parts by weight is more preferably. In a case
where 10 parts by weight is exceeded, the electrification performance of the toner is to large, the effect of the main
electrification control agent is reduced, the electrostatic attraction force with the development roller is increased, and
thus, reduction in flowability of the developer and/or reduction in the image density may occur. The electrification control
agent may be dissolved and dispersed after being melted and kneaded together with the master batch and resin. Of
course, the electrification control agent may be added at the time of direct dissolution and dispersion in the organic
solvent, or may be fixed to the toner surfaces after the toner particles are produced.

[Non-crystalline Polyester Resin]

[0202] According to the embodiments of the present invention, non-crystalline, unmodified polyester resins are used
as the above-mentioned binder resin ingredients. The unmodified polyester resin and the modified polyester resin ob-
tained from the binder resin precursor made of the modified polyester based resin being caused to carry out cross-linking
and/or expansion reactions are preferably dissolved in each other at least part thereof. Thereby, it is possible to improve
the low-temperature fixing performance and hot-offset-resisting performance. Therefore, it is preferable that polyols and
carboxylic acids in the modified polyester resin and the unmodified polyester resin have similar compositions. Further,
as the unmodified polyester resin, the non-crystalline polyester resin used in the crystalline polyester dispersion may
be used if the non-crystalline polyester resin is unmodified.
[0203] Suppose that the acid value of the crystalline polyester is A and the acid value of the unmodified polyester resin
is C, it is preferable that the following relationship is satisfied: 

[0204] In case where the difference between the acid value and the hydroxyl value between the crystalline polyester
and the non-crystalline polyester is equal to or more than 10, compatibility and affinity between the crystalline polyester
and the non-polyester may be poor, and the low-temperature fixing performance may be inferior. Further, the crystalline
polyester may become likely to be exposed on the toner surfaces, and contamination of the development unit and filming
may be likely to occur.
[0205] It is noted that urea modified polyester resin may be used in combination with polyester resin modified by
chemical bond other than urea bond, for example, polyester resin modified by urethane bond, in addition to unmodified
polyester resin.
[0206] In a case where the toner composition contains modified polyester resin such as urea modified polyester resin,
the modified polyester resin may be manufactured by a one-shot process or such.
[0207] As one example, a manufacturing method for urea modified polyester resin will now be described.
[0208] First, polyol and polycarboxylic acid are heated to 150 through 280°C in the presence of catalysts such as
tetrabutoxytitanate, dibutyltin oxide or such, while, optionally, the pressure is being decreased and water produced is
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removed, and thus polyester resin having hydroxyl groups is obtained. Next, the polyester resin having the hydroxyl
groups and polyisocyanate are reacted at 40 through 140°C, and polyester prepolymer having isocyanate groups is
obtained. Further, the polyester prepolymer having the isocyanate groups and amines are reacted at 0 through 140°C,
and urea modified polyester resin is obtained.
[0209] The number average molecular weight of urea modified polyester resin is usually 1000 through 10000, and is
preferably 1500 through 6000.
[0210] It is noted that in the case where the polyester resin having the hydroxyl groups and polyisocyanate are reacted
and in the case where the polyester prepolymer having the isocyanate groups and amines are reacted, solvents may
be used optionally.
[0211] As examples of solvents, ones inactive to isocyanate groups such as aromatic solvents (toluene, xylene and
so forth); ketones (acetones, methyl ethyl ketones, methyl isobutyl ketones and so forth); esters (ethyl acetates and so
forth); amides (dimethyl formamides, dimethyl acetamides and so forth); ethers (tetrahydrofuranes and so forth) and so
forth may be cited.
[0212] It is noted that in the case where unmodified polyester resin is used in combination, one produced in the same
way as the polyester resin having the hydroxyl groups may be mixed in the solution of urea modified polyester resin
after the reaction.
[0213] As the binder resin ingredients to be contained in the oil phase in the embodiments of the present invention,
crystalline polyester resin, non-crystalline polyester resin, binder resin precursor and unmodified resin may be used in
combination. Further, it is also possible to contain binder resin ingredients other than these resins. As the binder resin
ingredients, it is preferable to contain polyester resins, and it is further preferable to contain polyester resins by equal
to or more than 50 percent by weight. If the content of polyethylene resins is less than 50 percent by weight, the low-
temperature fixing performance may be degraded. It is especially preferable that all of the binder resin ingredients are
polyester resins.
[0214] It is noted that as the binder resin ingredients other then polyester resins, styrenes or polymers of styrene
substitution products such as polystyrene, poly(p-chlorostyrene), polyvinyltoluene and so forth; styrene-based copoly-
mers such as styrene-p-chlorostyrene copolymer, styrene-propylene copolymer, styrene-vinyltoluene copolymer, sty-
rene-vinylnaphthalene copolymer, styrene-methyl acrylate copolymer, styrene-ethyl acrylate copolymer, styrene-butyl
acrylate copolymer, styrene-octyl acrylate copolymer, styrene-methyl methacrylate copolymer, styrene-ethyl methacr-
ylate copolymer, styrene-butyl methacrylate copolymer, styrene-methyl α-chloromethacrylate copolymer, styrene-acry-
lonitrile copolymer, styrene-vinyl methyl ketone copolymer, styrene-butadiene copolymer, styrene-isoprene copolymer,
styrene-acrylonitrile-indene copolymer, styrene-maleic acid copolymer, and styrene-maleic acid ester copolymer;
polymethyl methacrylate; polybutyl methacrylate; polyvinyl chloride; polyvinyl acetate; polyethylene; polypropylene;
epoxy resin; epoxy polyol resin; polyurethane resin; polyamide resin; polyvinyl butyral; polyacrylic acid resin; rosin;
modified rosin; terpene resin; aliphatic or alicyclic hydrocarbon resin; aromatic-series-based petroleum resin; chlorinated
paraffin; paraffin wax, and so forth may be cited.

[Toner Manufacturing Method in Aqueous Medium]

[0215] As an aqueous medium used in the embodiments of the present invention, water may be used alone or water
and a water-miscible solvent are used in combination. Specific examples of usable water-miscible solvents include, but
are not limited to, alcohol (methanol, isopropanol, ethylene glycol and so forth), dimethylformamide, tetrahydrofuran,
cellosolves (methyl cellosolve and so forth), lower ketones (acetone, methyl ethyl ketone and so forth), and so forth.
[0216] The binder resin precursor, colorant, releasing agent, crystalline polyester dispersion, electrification control
agent, unmodified polyester resin and so forth, forming the toner particles, may be mixed when the dispersing elements
are formed in the aqueous medium. However, it is more preferable that after the toner raw materials are previously
mixed, the mixture is added to the aqueous medium and is dispersed. Further, according to the embodiments of the
present invention, the other toner raw materials such as the colorant, releasing agent, electrification control agent and
so forth are not necessarily mixed previously when the particles are formed in the aqueous medium, and may be added
after the particles are formed. For example, after the particles not including the colorant are formed, the colorant may
be added by a known dyeing method.
[0217] As a method of the dispersion, although is not limited to, known equipment such as one of a low-speed shearing
type, a high-speed shearing type, a frictional type, a high-pressure jet type, or an ultrasonic type, for example, may be
used. Thereamong, the one of high-speed shearing type is preferable to obtain the particles of the dispersing elements
having a particle diameter of 2 through 20 mm. When using the one of high-speed shearing type, although the revolution
is not particularly limited to, the revolution may be usually 1,000 through 30,000 rpm, and preferably 5,000 through
20,000 rpm. Although the dispersing time is not particularly limited to, the dispersing time may be usually 0.1 through
60 minutes in a case where a batch system is used. The temperature at a time of the dispersion may be usually 0 through
80°C (under pressure), and preferably, 10 through 40°C.
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[0218] The amount of the aqueous medium to use with respect to 100 parts by weight of the toner composition is
usually 100 through 1000 parts by weight. When the amount of the aqueous medium is less than 100 parts by weight,
the dispersion condition of the toner composition may not be satisfactory, and the toner having a desired particle diameter
may not be obtained. When the amount of the aqueous medium exceeds 1000 parts by weight, it may be disadvantageous
from an economical viewpoint. Further, optionally, it is possible to use a dispersing agent. The dispersing agent narrows
the size distribution of the resulting toner and stabilizes the dispersion.
[0219] As a method of causing the polyester prepolymer and the compound having the active hydrogen groups to
react, the compound having the active hydrogen groups may be added and be caused to react before the toner com-
position is dispersed in the aqueous medium, or the compound having the active hydrogen groups may be added after
the dispersion in the aqueous medium and reaction may be caused to occur from the particle interfaces. In this case,
polyester modified by polyester prepolymer is produced preferentially on the produced toner surfaces and it is possible
to provide a concentration gradient in the inside of the particles.
[0220] As the dispersing agents used in carrying out emulsion dispersion of the oil phase in which the toner composition
is dispersed into a liquid including water, anionic surfactants such as alkylbenzene sulfonate, α-olefin sulfonate and
phosphate; amine-salt-type cationic surfactants such as alkylamine salts, amino alcohol fatty acid derivative, polyamine
fatty acid derivative and imidazoline; quaternary-ammonium-salt-type cationic surfactants such as alkyl trimethyl am-
monium salt, dialkyl dimethyl ammonium salt, alkyl dimethyl benzyl ammonium salt, pyridinium salt, alkyl isoquinolinium
salt, and benzethonium chloride; nonionic surfactants such as fatty acid amide derivative, polyvalent alcohol derivative
and so forth; ampholytic surfactants, for example, alanine, dodecyl di(aminoethyl)glycine, di(octylaminoethyl)glycine, N-
alkyl-N, N-dimethylammonium betaine, and so forth may be cited.
[0221] Further, by using surfactants having fluoroalkyl groups, it is possible to obtain the effects even using very small
amounts. As anionic surfactants having a fluoroalkyl groups which will be preferably used, fluoroalkyl carboxylic acid
having the carbon number of 2 through 10 and metal salt thereof, perfluorooctane sulfonyl glutamic acid disodium,
3-[omega-fluoroalkyl(C6 through C11)oxy]-1-alkyl(C3 through C4) sulfonic acid sodium, 3-[omega-fluoroalkanoyl(C6
through C8)-N-ethylamino]-1-propane sulfonic acid sodium, fluoroalkyl(C11 through C20)carboxylic acid and metal salt
thereof, perfluoroalkyl carboxylic acid(C7 through C13) and metal salt thereof, perfluoroalkyl(C4 through C12)sulfonic
acid and metal salt thereof, perfluorooctane sulfonic acid diethanol amide, N-propyl-N-(2-hydroxyethyl)perfluorooctane
sulfonamide, perfluoroalkyl(C6 through C10)sulfonamide propyl trimethyl ammonium salt, perfluoroalkyl(C6 through
C10)-N-ethyl sulfonyl glycine salt, monoperfluoroalkyl(C6 through C16)ethyl phosphate and so forth may be cited.
[0222] As trade names, SURFLON S-111, S-112, and S-113 (made by AGC Seimi Chemical Co., Ltd.); FLUORAD
FC-93, FC-95, FC-98, and FC-129 (made by Sumitomo 3M); UNIDYNE DS-101 and DS-102 (made by Daikin Industries,
Ltd.); MEGAFACE F-110, F-120, F-113, F-191, F-812, and F-833 (made by DIC Corporation); EFTOP EF-102, 103,
104, 105, 112, 123A, 123B, 306A, 501, 201, and 204 (made by Mitsubishi Materials Electronic Chemicals Co., Ltd.);
FTERGENT F-100 and F-150 (made by Neos Company Limited) and so forth may be cited.
[0223] Further, as cationic surfactants, aliphatic primary, secondary, or tertiary amine acids having fluoroalkyl groups;
and aliphatic quaternary ammonium salts such as perfluoroalkyl(C6 through C10)sulfonamide propyl trimethyl ammonium
salt, benzalkonium salt, benzethonium chloride, pyridinium salt, imidazolinium salt and so forth may be cited. As trade
names, SURFLON S-121 (made by AGC Seimi Chemical Co., Ltd.); FLUORAD FC-135 (made by Sumitomo 3M);
UNIDYNE DS-202 (made by Daikin Industries, Ltd.); MEGAFACE F-150 and F-824 (made by DIC Corporation); EFTOP
EF-132 (made by Mitsubishi Materials Electronic Chemicals Co., Ltd.); and FTERGENT F-300 (made by Neos Company
Limited), and so forth may be cited.
[0224] Further, as the dispersing agents for poor-water-soluble inorganic compounds, tricalcium phosphate, calcium
carbonate, titanium oxide, colloidal silica, hydroxyapatite, and so forth may be used.
[0225] Further, by polymeric protection colloid or water-insoluble organic particles, dispersion liquid droplets may be
stabilized. For example, (meth)acryl-based monomers containing acids such as acrylic acid, methacrylic acid, α-cy-
anoaerylic acid, α-cyanomethacrylic acid, itaconic acid, crotonic acid, fumaric acid, maleic acid, maleic anhydride and
so forth, or containing hydroxyl groups, for example, β-hydroxyethyl acrylate, β-hydroxyethyl methacrylate, β-hydroxy-
propyl acrylate, β-hydroxypropyl methacrylate, γ-hydroxypropyl acrylate, γ-hydroxypropyl methacrylate, 3-chloro-2-hy-
droxypropyl acrylate, 3-chloro-2-hydroxypropyl methacrylate, diethylene glycol monoacrylate, diethylene glycol mono-
methacrylate, glycerin monoacrylate, glycerin monomethacrylate, N-methylol acrylamide, N-methylol methacrylamide
and so forth, vinyl alcohol and ethers with vinyl alcohol, for example, vinyl methyl ether, vinyl ethyl ether, vinyl propyl
ether, esters of compounds containing vinyl alcohol and carboxyl groups, for example, vinyl acetate, vinyl propionate,
vinyl butyrate and so forth, acrylamide, methacrylamide, diacetone acrylamide or methylol compounds thereof, acid
chlorides such as acrylic acid chloride, methacrylic acid chloride and so forth, homopolymers and copolymers containing
nitrogen atoms, nitrogen-containing heterocyclic rings or such, such as vinyl pyridine, vinyl pyrrolidone, vinyl imidazole
and ethylene imine, polyoxyethylenes such as polyoxyethylene, polyoxypropylene, polyoxyethylene alkyl amine, poly-
oxypropylene alkyl amine, polyoxyethylene alkyl amide, polyoxypropylene alkyl amine, polyoxyethylene nonyl phenyl
ether, polyoxyethylene lauryl phenyl ether, polyoxyethylene stearyl phenyl ester, polyoxyethylene nonyl phenyl ester
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and so forth, celluloses such as methyl cellulose, hydroxyethyl cellulose and hydroxypropyl cellulose, and so forth may
be used.
[0226] In a case where as a dispersion stabilizer, acid and alkali soluble one such as calcium phosphate is used, the
calcium phosphate is to be removed from the particulates by a method of water washing or such after the calcium
phosphate is dissolved by acid such as hydrochloric acid. Other than this method, the calcium phosphate may be removed
by an operation of dissolution by enzyme.
[0227] In a case of using the dispersing agent, it is possible that the dispersing agent is to be caused to remain on the
toner particle surfaces. However, it is preferable from a viewpoint of electrification performance, to clean and remove
the dispersing agent after the reaction.
[0228] Further, in order to reduce the viscosity of the toner composition, it is possible to use a solvent by which the
polyester obtained from the reaction and the modification of the polyester prepolymer is soluble. Using the solvent is
preferable in that the particle size distribution can be narrowed. It is preferable that the solvent is volatile having a boiling
point of less than 100°C in that removal thereof becomes easier. As the solvents, for example, toluene, xylene, benzene,
carbon tetrachloride, methylene chloride, 1,2-dichloroethane, 1,1,2-trichloroethane, trichloroethylene, chloroform, mon-
ochlorobenzene, dichloroethylidene, methyl acetate, ethyl acetate, methylethyl ketone, methylisobutyl ketone and so
forth may be used, where these may be used alone or in combination.
[0229] Especially, aromatic-series-based solvents, for example, toluene and xylene, and halogenated hydrocarbons
such as methylene chloride, 1,2-dichloroethane, chloroform and carbon tetrachloride, are preferred. The content of the
solvent is usually 0 through 300 parts, preferably 0 through 100 parts and more preferably 25 through 70 parts, for 100
parts of the polyester prepolymer. When such a solvent is used, the solvent is removed from the resultant product under
normal pressure or a reduced pressure after the elongation and/or cross-linking reaction.
[0230] The cross-linking reaction time and/or the elongation reaction time is determined depending on the reactivity
determined by the combination of the polyester prepolymer and the compound having active hydrogen groups. The
cross-linking reaction time and/or the elongation reaction time is usually 10 minutes through 40 hours, and preferably
30 minutes through 24 hours. The reaction temperature is usually 0 through 100°C, and preferably from 10 through
50°C. Further, a known catalyst may be optionally used. Specifically, tertiary amines such as trimethyl amine, imidazole
and so forth may be cited.
[0231] In order to remove the organic solvent from the obtained emulsified dispersion, a method may be used where
the temperature of the entire system is gradually increased, and the organic solvent in the liquid droplets are caused to
be completely evaporated and removed. Alternatively, the emulsified dispersion may be sprayed to dried atmosphere,
the non water soluble organic solvent in the liquid droplets may be completely removed and the toner particulates may
be produced, and further, the aqueous dispersion may be evaporated and removed. As the dried atmosphere to which
the emulsified dispersion is sprayed, a gas in which air, nitrogen, carbon dioxide gas, combustion gas or such is heated
may be used. Especially, various sorts of air streams, heated to a temperature equal to or more than the boiling point
of the used solvent having the highest boiling point, may be generally used. The desired quality can be sufficiently
obtained through the process within a short time using a spray drier, a belt drier, a rotary kiln or such,.
[0232] In a case where the particle size distribution is wide at a time of the emulsion dispersion, and cleaning and
drying processes are carried out while the particle size distribution being kept, the particle size distribution may be
arranged through a classification operation aiming at a desired particle size distribution.
[0233] Through the classification operation, using a cyclone, a decanter, centrifugal separation or such, particulate
part can be removed from the liquid. The classification operation may be carried out after the powder obtained after the
drying is obtained. However, carrying out the classification operation in the liquid is preferable as doing so has better
efficiency. Unwanted particulate part or coarse particles obtained therethrough may be returned to the kneading process
and used for forming the particles again. When returning the unwanted particulate part or coarse particles, those particles
may be in a wet condition.
[0234] The used dispersing agent may preferably be removed from the obtained dispersion liquid as much as possible.
The removing may preferably be carried out at the same time with the above-mentioned classification operation.
[0235] It is possible to avoid elimination of other particles from the surfaces of the obtained complex particles by mixing
together the obtained dried-toner powder and the other particles such as the releasing agent particulates, the electrification
control agent particulates, fluidizing agent particulates and the colorant particulates, and/or giving mechanical shocks
to the mixed powder so that they can be fixed and fused to the surfaces.
[0236] Specific methods thereof include a method of giving impact force to the mixture with high-speed-spinning
blades; a method of injecting in a high-velocity air stream, accelerating and causing the particles to collide together or
the complex particles to collide with an appropriate collision plate, and so forth. Examples of devices can be used are
Ongmill (made by Hosokawa Micron Corporation), a modified I-type Mill (made by Nippon Pneumatic Mfg. Co., Ltd.) in
which its grinding air pressure is decreased, Hybridization System (made by NARA MACHINERY CO., LTD.), Kryptron
System (made by Kawasaki Heavy Industries, Ltd.), an automatic mortar, and so forth.
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[External Additive]

[0237] The toner according to the embodiments of the present invention may contain an external additive to assist the
fluidity, development performance or electrification performance.
[0238] As the external additives, inorganic particulates may be preferably used. The primary particle diameter of the
inorganic particulates is preferably 5 nm through 2 mm, and especially preferably 5 nm through 500 nm. The specific
surface area based on the BET method is preferably 20 through 500 m2/g, The usage ratio of the inorganic particulates
is preferably 0.01 through 5 percent by weight and especially preferably 0.01 through 2.0 percent by weight. Specific
examples of the inorganic particulates include, for example, silica, alumina, titanium oxide, barium titanate, magnesium
titanate, calcium titanate, strontium titanate, zinc oxide, tin oxide, siliceous sand, clay, mica, wollastonite, diatomaceous
earth, chromium oxide, cerium oxide, red iron oxide, antimony trioxide, magnesium oxide, zirconium oxide, barium
sulfate, barium carbonate, calcium carbonate, silicon carbide and silicon nitride.
[0239] Other than these, listed are polymer-type particulates, for example, polystyrene, methacryl acid ester, acrylic
acid ester copolymers, ones of a polycondensation type such as silicone, benzoguanamine and nylon, polymer partic-
ulates made from thermosetting resin, which are obtained by soap-free emulsion polymerization, suspension polymer-
ization or dispersion polymerization may be cited.
[0240] Such a fluidizing agent may be subjected to a surface treatment to increase hydrophobicity and prevent dete-
rioration of fluidization performance and electrification performance even under high humidity. For example, preferable
surface treatment agents include a silane coupling agent, a silylation agent, a silane coupling agent having alkylfluoride
groups, an organotitanate-type coupling agent, an aluminum-type coupling agent, silicone oil and modified silicon oil.
[0241] Examples of a cleaning property improving agent to remove the developer remaining on the photosensitive
members or on the primary transfer medium after the transferring process, include, for example, fatty acid metal salts
such as zinc stearate, calcium stearate and stearic acid, polymer particulates or such produced by soap-free emulsion
polymerization or such, for example, polymethyl methacrylate particulates, polystyrene particulates and so forth. The
polymer particulates preferably have a relatively narrow particle size distribution and the volume mean particle diameter
of preferably 0.01 through 1 mm.
[0242] Thus, according to the embodiments of the present invention, the information to be obtained for controlling the
fixing target temperature is only whether halftone processing is carried out and the information concerning the type of
the gradation processing to be used. Therefore, enormous information is not necessary, and also, it is possible to set
the most suitable fixing target temperature for the time of fixing process for each sheet of recording media that are being
processed successively, without selecting a specific mode. Thereby, it is possible to provide an image forming apparatus
matching a recent demand of energy saving and increase in the starting up period of time. Further, it is possible to
achieve fine temperature control by combining factors of the type of dither method, the number of lines and so forth as
in the above-mentioned second and third embodiments or the fifth and sixth embodiments of the present invention.
[0243] Further, as described above with reference to FIG. 20, by being able to change the timing of starting a change
of the fixing target temperature according to the difference between the fixing target temperatures before and after the
change, it is possible to be able to control the fixing temperature for each of the recording media being processed
successively to a desired temperature even in a case where the number of recording media to be processed within a
unit time is large. Thereby, it is possible to avoid a problem such as cold offset otherwise occurring because the fixing
temperature does not increase to timely follow the fixing target temperature. Further, since it becomes not necessary to
provide a period of time for waiting until the fixing temperature increases sufficiently, it is possible to switch the fixing
temperature without reducing productivity (printing speed).

Claims

1. An image forming apparatus including a fixing unit (20) configured to fix a not-yet-fixed image on a recording medium,
comprising:

a fixing target temperature changing part configured to change a fixing target temperature at a time of a fixing
process; and
a gradation processing part configured to carry out gradation processing on image information, wherein
for each sheet of a recording medium on which the fixing process is carried out, the fixing target temperature
is changed based on whether halftone processing is carried out and a type of gradation processing to be used.

2. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the gradation processing part is configured to use a dither method as a type of the gradation processing, and in a
case where the type of the gradation processing to be used is the dither method, the fixing target temperature is
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changed according to a type of the dither method and the number of lines.

3. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 2, wherein
the image forming apparatus carries out copy output of outputting image information read from an original image
and printer output of outputting image information received from an external apparatus, and
in a case of the copy output, the gradation processing according to an error diffusion method is carried out and in
a case of the printer output, the gradation processing according to the dither method is carried out.

4. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 3, wherein
in a case where the gradation processing according to the dither method is used, the fixing target temperature is
set lower in comparison to the case where the gradation processing according to the error diffusion method is used.

5. The image forming apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 2 through 4, wherein
the image forming apparatus has plural image forming modes in which it is possible to change at least one of
resolution of an image to be fixed to a recording medium and the number of levels of image dot diameter, and
the type of the dither method and the number of lines is changed according to the selected image forming mode.

6. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 5, further comprising
an area detection part configured to detect a character/letter area and a photograph area in an image for each sheet
of recording medium, and
the type of the dither method and the number of lines are changed according to the detection result of the area
detection part.

7. The image forming apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 1 through 6, wherein
a timing of starting a change of the fixing target temperature for a recording medium for which the fixing process is
carried out next from the fixing target temperature for a specific recording medium from among plural sheets of
recording media to be processed successively is controlled according to a difference between the fixing target
temperatures before and after the change.

8. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 7, wherein
in a case where the fixing target temperature for the recording medium for which the fixing process is carried out
next is higher than the fixing target temperature for the specific recording medium, the timing of starting the change
of the fixing target temperature is made earlier as the difference in the fixing target temperature is larger.

9. The image forming apparatus as claimed in claim 7 or 8, wherein
in a case where the fixing target temperature for the recording medium for which the fixing process is carried out
next is higher than the fixing target temperature for the specific recording medium, the timing of starting the change
of the fixing target temperature is made earlier in comparison to the case where the fixing target temperature for
the recording medium for which the fixing process is carried out next is lower than the fixing target temperature for
the specific recording medium.

10. The image forming apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 7 through 9, wherein
in a case where the fixing target temperature for the recording medium for which the fixing process is carried out
next is higher than the fixing target temperature for the specific recording medium, the change of the fixing target
temperature is started at a time when a first one of plural image forming units of the image forming apparatus starts
an image forming operation for the specific recording medium.

11. The image forming apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 7 through 10, in a case where the fixing target
temperature for the recording medium for which the fixing process is carried out next is lower than the fixing target
temperature for the specific recording medium, the change of the fixing target temperature is carried out immediately
after the specific recording medium has passed through the fixing unit (20).

12. The image forming apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 1 through 11, wherein
the fixing unit (20) includes
a fixing member (22) configured to fix the not-yet-fixed image on the recording medium to the recording medium;
a pressing member (54) configured to press the fixing member (22) and form a fixing nip; and
an induction heating part (30) configured to carry out induction heating on the fixing member (22).
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13. The image forming apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 1 through 11, wherein
the fixing unit (20) includes
an endless fixing belt (51) configured to fix the not-yet-fixed image on the recording medium to the recording medium;
a supporting member (52) configured to support an inner circumferential surface of the fixing belt (51);
a heating member (53) configured to heat the fixing belt (51);
a pressing member (54) configured to press the fixing belt (51) from an outer circumferential surface thereof; and
a nip creating part (55) disposed on an inner circumferential side of the fixing belt (51) and configured to come into
contact with the pressing member (54) via the fixing belt (51) and create a nip.

14. The image forming apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 1 through 11, wherein
the fixing unit (20) includes
a fixing member (22) configured to fix the not-yet-fixed image on the recording medium to the recording medium; and
a pressing member (54) configured to press the fixing member (22) and create a fixing nip; and
a heating member (53) configured to heat at least one of the fixing member (22) and the pressing member (54),
wherein
the heating member (53) is configured by a surface-type heating member (64) in which a resistor heating part is
disposed in the inside of a deformable film-shaped member.

15. The image forming apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 1 through 14, wherein
the image forming apparatus comprises a full-color image forming apparatus,
a required fixing temperature for a black toner is lower by equal to or more than 10°C than a required fixing temperature
for a color toner, and
the black toner includes at least thermoplastic resin, and includes as the thermoplastic resins at least crystalline
polyester resin, non-crystalline polyester resin, wax and colorant.

Patentansprüche

1. Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung, die eine Fixiereinheit (20) beinhaltet, die konfiguriert ist, um ein noch nicht fixiertes Bild
auf einem Aufzeichnungsmedium zu fixieren, umfassend:

ein Fixierungszieltemperatur-Änderungsteil, das konfiguriert ist, um eine Fixierungszieltemperatur zu einem
Zeitpunkt eines Fixierungsprozesses zu ändern; und
ein Abstufungsverarbeitungsteil, das konfiguriert ist, um eine Abstufungsverarbeitung an Bildinformationen aus-
zuführen, wobei
für jedes Blatt eines Aufzeichnungsmediums, auf dem der Fixierungsprozess ausgeführt ist, die Fixierungsziel-
temperatur geändert wird, beruhend darauf, ob Halbtonverarbeitung ausgeführt wird, und auf einem Typ von
Abstufungsverarbeitung, der zu verwenden ist.

2. Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 1, wobei:
das Abstufungsverarbeitungsteil konfiguriert ist, um eine Dither-Methode als Typ der Abstufungsverarbeitung zu
verwenden, und in einem Fall, in dem der Typ der Abstufungsverarbeitung, der zu verwenden ist, die Dither-Methode
ist, die Fixierungszieltemperatur gemäß einem Typ der Dither-Methode und der Anzahl der Zeilen geändert wird.

3. Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 2, wobei:

die Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung eine Kopierausgabe zum Ausgeben von Bildinformationen, die von einem Ori-
ginalbild gelesen wurden, und eine Druckerausgabe zum Ausgeben von Bildinformationen, die von einer ex-
ternen Vorrichtung empfangen wurden, ausführt und
in einem Fall der Kopierausgabe die Abstufungsverarbeitung gemäß einem Fehlerdiffusionsverfahren ausge-
führt wird und in einem Fall einer Druckerausgabe die Abstufungsverarbeitung gemäß der Dither-Methode
ausgeführt wird.

4. Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 3, wobei:
in einem Fall, in dem die Abstufungsverarbeitung gemäß der Dither-Methode verwendet wird, die Fixierungsziel-
temperatur niedriger eingestellt ist im Vergleich zu dem Fall, in dem die Abstufungsverarbeitung gemäß dem Feh-
lerdiffusionsverfahren verwendet wird.
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5. Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 2 bis 4, wobei:

die Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung mehrere Bilderzeugungsmodi aufweist, in denen es möglich ist, mindestens
eines von einer Auflösung eines Bildes, das auf ein Aufzeichnungsmedium fixiert werden soll, und der Anzahl
von Ebenen von Bildpunktdurchmessern zu ändern, und
der Typ der Dither-Methode und die Anzahl von Zeilen gemäß dem ausgewählten Bilderzeugungsmodus ge-
ändert werden.

6. Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 5, ferner Folgendes umfassend:

ein Bereicherfassungsteil, das konfiguriert ist, um einen Zeichen-/Buchstabenbereich und einen Fotografiebe-
reich in einem Bild für jedes Blatt des Aufzeichnungsmediums zu erfassen, und
der Typ der Dither-Methode und die Anzahl von Zeilen geändert gemäß dem Erfassungsergebnis des Berei-
cherfassungsteils werden.

7. Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 6, wobei:
ein Zeitpunkt eines Startens einer Änderung der Fixierungszieltemperatur für ein Aufzeichnungsmedium, für das
der Fixierungsprozess als Nächstes ausgeführt wird, gegenüber der Fixierungszieltemperatur für ein spezifisches
Aufzeichnungsmedium von vielen Blättern des Aufzeichnungsmediums, die nacheinander verarbeitet werden, ge-
mäß einer Differenz zwischen den Fixierungszieltemperaturen vor und nach der Änderung gesteuert wird.

8. Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 7, wobei:
in einem Fall, in dem die Fixierungszieltemperatur für das Aufzeichnungsmedium, für das der Fixierungsprozess
als Nächstes ausgeführt wird, höher ist als die Fixierungszieltemperatur für das spezifische Aufzeichnungsmedium,
der Zeitpunkt des Startens der Änderung der Fixierungszieltemperatur früher erfolgt, da die Differenz in der Fixie-
rungszieltemperatur größer ist.

9. Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach Anspruch 7 oder 8, wobei:
in einem Fall, in dem die Fixierungszieltemperatur für das Aufzeichnungsmedium, für das der Fixierungsprozess
als Nächstes ausgeführt wird, höher ist als die Fixierungszieltemperatur für das spezifische Aufzeichnungsmedium,
der Zeitpunkt des Startens der Änderung der Fixierungszieltemperatur früher im Vergleich zu dem Fall erfolgt, in
dem die Fixierungszieltemperatur für das Aufzeichnungsmedium, für das der Fixierungsprozess als Nächstes aus-
geführt wird, geringer ist als die Fixierungszieltemperatur für das spezifische Aufzeichnungsmedium.

10. Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 7 bis 9, wobei:
in einem Fall, in dem die Fixierungszieltemperatur für das Aufzeichnungsmedium, für das der Fixierungsprozess
als Nächstes ausgeführt wird, höher ist als die Fixierungszieltemperatur für das spezifische Aufzeichnungsmedium,
die Änderung der Fixierungszieltemperatur zu einem Zeitpunkt gestartet wird, wenn eine erste von vielen Bilder-
zeugungseinheiten der Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung einen Bilderzeugungsbetrieb für das spezifische Aufzeichnungs-
medium startet.

11. Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 7 bis 10, wobei in einem Fall, in dem die Fixierungszieltem-
peratur für das Aufzeichnungsmedium, für das der Fixierungsprozess als Nächstes ausgeführt wird, niedriger ist
als die Fixierungszieltemperatur für das spezifische Aufzeichnungsmedium, die Änderung der Fixierungszieltem-
peratur unmittelbar, nachdem das spezifische Aufzeichnungsmedium durch die Fixierungseinheit (20) gelaufen ist,
ausgeführt wird.

12. Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 11, wobei
die Fixiereinheit (20) Folgendes beinhaltet:

ein Fixierelement (22), das konfiguriert ist, um das noch nicht fixierte Bild auf dem Aufzeichnungsmedium auf
dem Aufzeichnungsmedium zu fixieren;
ein Andrückelement (54), das konfiguriert ist, um an das Fixierelement (22) zu drücken und einen Fixierungsspalt
zu bilden; und
ein Induktionswärmeteil (30), das konfiguriert ist, um Induktionserwärmung an dem Fixierelement (22) auszu-
führen.

13. Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 11, wobei
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die Fixiereinheit (20) Folgendes beinhaltet:

ein endloses Fixierungsband (51), das konfiguriert ist, um das noch nicht fixierte Bild auf dem Aufzeichnungs-
medim auf dem Aufzeichnungsmedium zu fixieren;
ein Trageelement (52), das konfiguriert ist, um eine innere Umfangsfläche des Fixierungsbands (51) zu tragen;
ein Erwärmungselement (53), das konfiguriert ist, um das Fixierungsband (51) zu erwärmen;
ein Andrückelement (54), das konfiguriert ist, um an das Fixierungsband (51) von einer äußeren Umfangsfläche
davon zu drücken; und
ein Spalterzeugungsteil (55), das an einer inneren Umfangsflächenseite des Fixierungsbands (51) angebracht
ist und konfiguriert ist, um über das Fixierungsband (51) in Kontakt mit dem Andrückelement (54) zu kommen
und einen Spalt zu erzeugen.

14. Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 11, wobei
die Fixiereinheit (20) Folgendes beinhaltet:

ein Fixierungselement (22), das konfiguriert ist, um das noch nicht fixierte Bild auf dem Aufzeichnungsmedium
auf dem Aufzeichnungsmedium zu fixieren; und
ein Andrückelement (54), das konfiguriert ist, um an das Fixierungselement (22) zu drücken und einen Fixie-
rungsspalt zu erzeugen; und
ein Erwärmungselement (53), das konfiguriert ist, um mindestens eines von dem Fixierungselement (22) und
dem Andrückelement (54) zu erwärmen, wobei
das Erwärmungselement (53) durch ein Oberflächentyp-Erwärmungselement (64) konfiguriert ist, in dem ein
Widerstandserwärmungsteil in dem Inneren eines verformbaren folienförmigen Elements angebracht ist.

15. Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 14, wobei:

die Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung eine vollfarbige Bilderzeugungsvorrichtung umfasst,
eine benötigte Fixierungstemperatur für einen schwarzen Toner um gleich oder mehr als 10°C geringer ist als
eine benötigte Fixierungstemperatur für einen Fabtoner und
der schwarze Toner mindestens thermoplastisches Harz beinhaltet und als die thermoplastischen Harze min-
destens kristallines Polyesterharz, nichtkristallines Polyesterharz, Wachs und Färbemittel beinhaltet.

Revendications

1. Appareil de formation d’image comprenant une unité de fixation (20) conçue pour fixer une image pas encore fixée
sur un support d’enregistrement, comprenant :

une partie de modification de température cible de fixation conçue pour modifier une température cible de
fixation à un moment d’un processus de fixation ; et
une partie de traitement de gradation conçue pour effectuer un processus de gradation sur des informations
d’image,
pour chaque feuille d’un support d’enregistrement sur lequel le processus de fixation est effectué, la température
cible de fixation étant modifiée selon si un traitement de demi-teinte est effectué et selon un type de traitement
de gradation devant être utilisé.

2. Appareil de formation d’image tel que défini dans la revendication 1, dans lequel
la partie de traitement de gradation est conçue pour utiliser un procédé de juxtaposition (ou « dither ») comme type
de traitement de gradation, et au cas où le type de traitement de gradation devant être utilisé est le procédé « dither »,
la température cible de fixation est modifiée en fonction d’un type de procédé « dither » et du nombre de lignes.

3. Appareil de formation d’image tel que défini dans la revendication 2, dans lequel
l’appareil de formation d’image effectue une production de copie consistant à produire des informations d’image
lues à partir d’une image d’origine et une production d’impression consistant à produire des informations d’image
reçues depuis un appareil externe, et
en cas de production de copie, le traitement de gradation en fonction d’un procédé de diffusion d’erreur est effectué
et en cas de production d’impression, le traitement de gradation en fonction du procédé « dither » est effectué.
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4. Appareil de formation d’image tel que défini dans la revendication 3, dans lequel
au cas où le traitement de gradation en fonction du procédé « dither » est utilisé, la température cible de fixation
est fixée à un niveau inférieur par rapport au cas où le traitement de gradation en fonction du procédé de diffusion
d’erreur est utilisé.

5. Appareil de formation d’image tel que défini dans l’une quelconque des revendications 2 à 4,
l’appareil de formation d’image présentant plusieurs modes de formation d’image dans lesquels il est possible de
modifier la résolution d’une image devant être fixée à un support d’enregistrement et/ou le nombre de niveaux de
diamètre de point d’image, et
le type de procédé « dither » et le nombre de lignes étant modifiés en fonction du mode de formation d’image choisi.

6. Appareil de formation d’image tel que défini dans la revendication 5, comprenant en outre :

une partie de détection de zone conçue pour détecter une zone de caractère/lettre et une zone de photographie
dans une image pour chaque feuille de support d’enregistrement, et
le type de procédé « dither » et le nombre de lignes étant modifiés en fonction du résultat de détection de la
partie de détection de zone.

7. Appareil de formation d’image tel que défini dans l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 6, dans lequel
un moment de début d’une modification de la température cible de fixation pour un support d’enregistrement pour
lequel le processus de fixation est effectué ensuite à partir de la température cible de fixation pour un support
d’enregistrement spécifique parmi plusieurs feuilles de support d’enregistrement devant être traitées successivement
est régulé en fonction d’une différence entre les températures cibles de fixation avant et après la modification.

8. Appareil de formation d’image tel que défini dans la revendication 7, dans lequel
au cas où la température cible de fixation pour le support d’enregistrement pour lequel le processus de fixation est
effectué ensuite est supérieure à la température cible de fixation pour le support d’enregistrement spécifique, le
moment de démarrage de la modification de la température cible de fixation est avancé à mesure que la différence
de température cible de fixation augmente.

9. Appareil de formation d’image tel que défini dans la revendication 7 ou 8, dans lequel
au cas où la température cible de fixation pour le support d’enregistrement pour lequel le processus de fixation est
effectué ensuite est supérieure à la température cible de fixation pour le support d’enregistrement spécifique, le
moment de démarrage de la modification de la température cible de fixation est avancé par rapport au cas où la
température cible de fixation pour le support d’enregistrement pour lequel le processus de fixation est effectué
ensuite est inférieure à la température cible de fixation pour le support d’enregistrement spécifique.

10. Appareil de formation d’image tel que défini dans l’une quelconque des revendications 7 à 9, dans lequel
au cas où la température cible de fixation pour le support d’enregistrement pour lequel le processus de fixation est
effectué ensuite est supérieure à la température cible de fixation pour le support d’enregistrement spécifique, la
modification de la température cible de fixation est démarrée à un moment où une première unité parmi plusieurs
unités de formation d’image de l’appareil de formation d’image démarre une opération de formation d’image pour
le support d’enregistrement spécifique.

11. Appareil de formation d’image tel que défini dans l’une quelconque des revendications 7 à 10, au cas où la tempé-
rature cible de fixation pour le support d’enregistrement pour lequel le processus de fixation est effectué ensuite
est inférieure à la température cible de fixation pour le support d’enregistrement spécifique, la modification de la
température cible de fixation est effectuée immédiatement après que le support d’enregistrement spécifique est
passé par l’unité de fixation (20).

12. Appareil de formation d’image tel que défini dans l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 11, dans lequel
l’unité de fixation (20) comprend
un élément de fixation (22) conçu pour fixer l’image pas encore fixée sur le support d’enregistrement au support
d’enregistrement ;
un élément de compression (54) conçu pour comprimer l’élément de fixation (22) et former un rouleau de fixation ; et
une partie de chauffage par induction (30) conçue pour effectuer un chauffage par induction sur l’élément de fixation
(22).
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13. Appareil de formation d’image tel que défini dans l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 11, dans lequel
l’unité de fixation (20) comprend
une courroie de fixation sans fin (51) conçue pour fixer l’image pas encore fixée sur le support d’enregistrement au
support d’enregistrement ;
un élément de support (52) conçu pour supporter une surface circonférentielle interne de la courroie de fixation (51) ;
un élément chauffant (53) conçu pour chauffer la courroie de fixation (51) ;
un élément de compression (54) conçu pour comprimer la courroie de fixation (51) depuis une surface circonféren-
tielle externe ; et
une partie de création de rouleau (55) disposée sur un côté circonférentiel interne de la courroie de fixation (51) et
conçue pour venir en contact avec l’élément de compression (54) par le biais de la courroie de fixation (51) et créer
un rouleau.

14. Appareil de formation d’image tel que défini dans l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 11, dans lequel
l’unité de fixation (20) comprend
un élément de fixation (22) conçu pour fixer l’image pas encore fixée sur le support d’enregistrement au support
d’enregistrement ; et
un élément de compression (54) conçu pour comprimer l’élément de fixation (22) et créer un rouleau de fixation ; et
un élément chauffant (53) conçu pour chauffer l’élément de fixation (22) et/ou l’élément de compression (54),
l’élément chauffant (53) est configuré par un élément chauffant de type surface (64) dans lequel une partie de
chauffage à résistance est disposée à l’intérieur d’un élément en forme de film déformable.

15. Appareil de formation d’image tel que défini dans l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 14, dans lequel
l’appareil de formation d’image comprend un appareil de formation d’image en couleurs,
une température de fixation requise pour un toner noir est inférieure de 10 °C ou plus à une température de fixation
requise pour un toner de couleur, et
le toner noir comprend au moins une résine thermoplastique, et comprend en tant que résines thermoplastiques
au moins une résine de polyester cristalline, une résine de polyester non cristalline, une cire et un colorant.
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