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(54) TOP PRESSING PLATE, SECONDARY BATTERY AND MANUFACTURING METHOD FOR 
SECONDARY BATTERY

(57) This application relates to a top pressing plate,
a secondary battery, and a method for manufacturing a
secondary battery. The top pressing plate is used for a
secondary battery, the secondary battery including a top
cover sheet, an insulating separator connected to the top
cover sheet, and an electrode assembly, the electrode
assembly including a main body portion and electrode
tabs connected to the main body portion, the electrode
tabs each including a welding end portion, wherein the
top pressing plate includes: a first surface and a second
surface provided oppositely in a thickness direction of
the top pressing plate and an accommodating groove
recessed from the second surface toward the first sur-
face, and wherein the top pressing plate can be provided
between the insulating separator and the main body por-
tion, the first surface faces the main body portion, the
second surface faces the insulating separator, and the
accommodating groove is disposed to accommodate the
welding end portion. When applied to the secondary bat-
tery, the top pressing plate of the embodiment of the
present disclosure can abut against the main body por-
tion of the electrode assembly, so as to limit the position
of the main body portion in the case and effectively re-
strain the movement of the main body portion in the case,
thereby preventing the electrode tabs from being bent

and broken which is caused due to the movement of the
main body portion.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application claims priority to Chinese Pat-
ent Application No. 201811278761.8 entitled "SECOND-
ARY BATTERY" and filed on October 30, 2018, which is
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0002] The present disclosure relates to the field of bat-
tery, and in particular, to a top pressing plate, a secondary
battery, and a method for manufacturing the secondary
battery.

BACKGROUND

[0003] The secondary battery generally includes an
electrode assembly, a case, and a top cover assembly.
The electrode assembly is formed by winding a positive
electrode sheet, a negative electrode sheet, and an iso-
lating film provided between the positive electrode sheet
and the negative electrode sheet about a winding axis.
An active material of the positive electrode sheet is coat-
ed on a coated region of the positive electrode sheet,
and an active material of the negative electrode sheet is
coated on a coated region of the negative electrode
sheet. A plurality of uncoated regions extending from the
coated regions of a main body are stacked to form elec-
trode tabs, and the electrode assembly includes two elec-
trode tabs, namely, a positive electrode tab extending
from the coated region of the positive electrode sheet
and a negative electrode tab extending from the coated
region of the negative electrode sheet. The electrode as-
sembly is housed in the case, and the top cover assembly
is assembled with the case and provided corresponding
to an end portion of the electrode assembly in the winding
axis. The top cover assembly includes a top cover sheet
and electrode terminals provided on the top cover sheet,
wherein the electrode tabs of the electrode assembly are
electrically connected with the electrode terminals of the
top cover assembly. However, the secondary battery
may vibrate during use, thereby causing the electrode
assembly to move in the case and the electrode tabs to
be bent repeatedly. In this way, the electric tabs are sus-
ceptible to breakage after being bent repeatedly.

SUMMARY

[0004] Embodiments of the present disclosure pro-
vides a top pressing plate, a secondary battery, and a
method for manufacturing a secondary battery. When
applied to the secondary battery, the top pressing can
press against a main body portion, so as to limit the po-
sition of the main body portion in the case and effectively
restrain the movement of the main body portion in the
case, thereby preventing the electrode tabs from being

bent and broken which is caused due to the movement
of the main body portion.
[0005] In one aspect, an embodiment of the present
disclosure provides a top pressing plate which is used
for a secondary battery, the secondary battery including
a top cover sheet, an insulating separator connected to
the top cover sheet, and an electrode assembly, the elec-
trode assembly including a main body portion and elec-
trode tabs connected to the main body portion, the elec-
trode tabs each including a welding end portion, wherein
the top pressing plate includes: a first surface and a sec-
ond surface provided oppositely in a thickness direction
of the top pressing plate and an accommodating groove
recessed from the second surface toward the first sur-
face, the top pressing plate can be provided between the
insulating separator and the main body portion, the first
surface faces the main body portion, the second surface
faces the insulating separator, and the accommodating
groove is disposed to accommodate the welding end por-
tion.
[0006] According to an aspect of the embodiment of
the present disclosure, the accommodating groove pen-
etrates the top pressing plate in a width direction of the
top pressing plate.
[0007] According to an aspect of the embodiment of
the present disclosure, the top pressing plate includes a
first boss, the number of the accommodating groove is
two, and two accommodating grooves are respectively
provided on both sides of the first boss in a length direc-
tion of the top pressing plate.
[0008] When applied to the secondary battery, the top
pressing plate according to the embodiment of the
present disclosure is provided between the top cover
sheet and the main body portion of the electrode assem-
bly. The top pressing plate can press against the main
body portion, so as to limit the position of the main body
in the case, effectively restrain the movement of the main
body portion in the case and further prevent the electrode
tabs from being bent and broken which is caused due to
the movement of the main body portion, thereby improv-
ing the use safety of secondary battery. Moreover, the
welding end portions of the electrode tabs are isolated
to the main body portion by the top pressing plate, so as
to prevent the welding region of the welding end portion
from scratching or abrading the main body portion.
[0009] In another aspect, an embodiment of the
present disclosure provides a secondary battery includ-
ing: an electrode assembly, the electrode assembly in-
cluding a main body portion and electrode tabs connect-
ed to the main body portion, the electrode tabs each in-
cluding a connecting end portion, a welding end portion,
and a middle section connecting the connecting end por-
tion and the welding end portion, the connecting end por-
tion being connected to the main body portion; a top cover
assembly, the top cover assembly including a top cover
sheet and an insulating separator connected to the top
cover sheet; and a top pressing plate, the top pressing
plate provided between the insulating separator and the
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main body portion, the top pressing plate including a first
surface facing the main body portion, a second surface
facing the insulating separator, and an accommodating
groove recessed from the second surface toward the first
surface, the welding end portion being accommodated
in the accommodating groove.
[0010] According to another aspect of the embodiment
of the present disclosure, the accommodating groove
penetrates the top pressing plate in a width direction of
the top cover sheet.
[0011] According to another aspect of the embodiment
of the present disclosure, a depth of the accommodating
groove is greater than or equal to a thickness of the weld-
ing end portion in a thickness direction of the top cover
sheet.
[0012] According to another aspect of the embodiment
of the present disclosure, the top pressing plate includes
a first boss, the number of the accommodating groove is
two, and two accommodating grooves are respectively
provided on both sides of the first boss in a length direc-
tion of the top cover sheet.
[0013] According to another aspect of the embodiment
of the present disclosure, the insulating separator in-
cludes a first insulator and a second insulator, the first
insulator and the second insulator are spaced apart from
each other in the length direction to form an avoidance
gap, and the first boss is provided corresponding to the
avoidance gap.
[0014] According to another aspect of the embodiment
of the present disclosure, the first insulator and the sec-
ond insulator each includes a second boss, the second
boss abuts against a bottom of corresponding one of the
two accommodating grooves and a thickness of the sec-
ond boss is greater than or equal to the depth of corre-
sponding one of the two accommodating grooves.
[0015] According to another aspect of the embodiment
of the present disclosure, the top cover assembly further
includes an explosion-proof valve, the explosion-proof
valve provided on the top cover sheet and corresponding
to the first boss, the first boss including an overflow hole
corresponding to the explosion-proof valve.
[0016] According to another aspect of the embodiment
of the present disclosure, the insulating separator in-
cludes an accommodating recess recessed away from
the main body portion, and the top pressing plate and
the welding end portion are both accommodated in the
accommodating recess.
[0017] According to another aspect of the embodiment
of the present disclosure, the secondary battery further
includes an adapter sheet, the adapter sheet has a flat
plate shape, the welding end portion is connected with
the adapter sheet by welding, and the adapter sheet is
at least partially accommodated in the accommodating
groove.
[0018] According to another aspect of the embodiment
of the present disclosure, the top pressing plate includes
a first engaging portion, the insulating separator includes
a second engaging portion, and the first engaging portion

is engaged with the second engaging portion, and where-
in one of the first engaging portion and the second en-
gaging portion is an engaging hole, and the other thereof
is an engaging leg.
[0019] In a further aspect, an embodiment of the
present disclosure provides a method for manufacturing
a secondary battery including:
[0020] placing a top cover assembly at a predeter-
mined assembly station, the top cover assembly includ-
ing a top cover sheet and an insulating separator con-
nected to the top cover sheet;
[0021] assembling the top cover assembly and an elec-
trode assembly, the electrode assembly including a main
body portion and electrode tabs connected to the main
body portion, the electrode tabs each including a con-
necting end portion, a welding end portion, and a middle
section connecting the connecting end portion and the
welding end portion, the connecting end portion being
connected with the main body portion, and connecting
the welding end portion with the top cover assembly by
welding, the welding end portion being insulated from the
top cover sheet through the insulating separator; and
[0022] assembling a top pressing plate, the top press-
ing plate including a first surface, a second surface, and
an accommodating groove recessed from the second
surface toward the first surface, covering the welding end
portion by the top pressing plate, and then adjusting the
position of the electrode assembly, so that the top press-
ing plate is located between the insulating separator and
the main body portion, the first surface faces the main
body portion, the second surface faces the insulating
separator, and the welding end portion is accommodated
in the accommodating groove.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0023] The features, advantages, and technical effects
of exemplary embodiments of the present disclosure will
be described below with reference to the drawings.

FIG. 1 is an exploded schematic view of a secondary
battery according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure;
FIG. 2 is an exploded schematic view of a secondary
battery according to another embodiment of the
present disclosure;
FIG. 3 is an exploded schematic view of an insulating
separator, an adapter sheet, and a top pressing plate
according to an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure;
FIG. 4 is a partial cross-sectional schematic view of
a secondary battery according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure;
FIG. 5 is a partially enlarged view of A in FIG. 4;
FIG. 6 is a partial cross-sectional schematic view of
a secondary battery according to another embodi-
ment of the present disclosure;
FIG. 7 is a flowchart of a method for manufacturing
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a secondary battery according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure.

[0024] In the drawings, the drawings are not drawn to
actual scale.

Description of the symbols:

10-case;

[0025] 20-electrode assembly; 201-main body portion;
202-electrode tab; 202a-connecting end portion; 202b-
middle section; 202c-welding end portion;

30-adapter sheet;

[0026] 40-top cover assembly; 401-top cover sheet;
402-electrode terminals; 403-insulating separator; 403a-
first insulator; 403b-second insulator; 403c-avoidance
gap; 403d-accommodating recess; 403e-lower surface;
403f-second engaging portion; 403g-second boss; 404-
explosion-proof valve;
[0027] 50-top pressing plate; 501-first surface; 502-
second surface; 503-first end portion; 504-second end
portion; 505-accommodating groove; 506-first boss;
506a-overflow hole; 507-side surface; 508-the first en-
gaging portion;
[0028] X-length direction; Y-thickness direction; Z-
width direction.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0029] The embodiments of the present disclosure will
be further described in detail below in conjunction with
the drawings and embodiments. The detailed description
of the following embodiments and the drawings are in-
tended to illustrate the principle of the disclosure but are
not intended to limit the scope of the disclosure, i.e., the
present disclosure is not limited to the described embod-
iments.
[0030] In the description of the present disclosure, it
should be noted that, unless otherwise stated, the mean-
ing of "a plurality of’ is two or more; the terms "up",
"down", "left", "right", "inside", "outside", and the like in-
dicating the orientation or positional relationship are
merely for facilitating and simplifying the description of
the present disclosure, and do not indicate or imply that
the involved device or element must have the specific
orientation or must be configured and operated in a spe-
cific orientation, and therefore, should not be construed
as a limitation to the disclosure. Moreover, the
terms "first", "second", and the like are only used for the
purpose of description, and should not be construed as
indicating or implying relative importance.
[0031] In the description of the disclosure, it should al-
so be noted that, unless otherwise specified and limited,
the terms "installation", "connected with", and "connect-
ed" should be understood broadly, for example, it may

be fixed connection, detachable connection, or integral
connection; it may be direct connection or indirect con-
nection through an intermediate medium. The specific
meaning of the above terms in the present application
may be understood by the skilled in the art based on
specific situation.
[0032] In order to better understand the present dis-
closure, a secondary battery according to an embodi-
ment of the present disclosure will be described in detail
below with reference to FIGs. 1 to 7.
[0033] As shown in FIG. 1, a secondary battery of an
embodiment of the present disclosure includes a case
10, an electrode assembly 20 provided in the case 10,
and a top cover assembly 40 hermetically connected with
the case 10.
[0034] The case 10 of the embodiment may have a
hexahedron shape or other shape. The case 10 of the
embodiment has an internal space in which the electrode
assembly 20 and the electrolyte are accommodated. The
case 10 of the embodiment may be made of material
such as aluminum or aluminum alloy.
[0035] With reference to FIG. 2, the electrode assem-
bly 20 of the embodiment includes a main body portion
201 and electrode tabs 202 connected with the main body
portion 201. In the embodiment, the main body portion
201 is formed by spirally winding the first electrode sheet,
the second electrode sheet, and the isolating film togeth-
er about a winding axis. The isolating film is an insulator
interposed between the first electrode sheet and the sec-
ond electrode sheet. The whole electrode assembly 20
of the embodiment has a flat structure which has a pre-
determined thickness, height, and width. In the embodi-
ment, a situation that the first electrode sheet is a positive
electrode sheet and the second electrode sheet is a neg-
ative electrode sheet is explained exemplarily. Similarly,
in the other embodiment, the first electrode sheet may
be a negative electrode sheet, and the second electrode
sheet may be a positive electrode sheet. Moreover, an
active material of the positive electrode sheet is coated
on a coated region of the positive electrode sheet, and
an active material of the negative electrode sheet is coat-
ed on a coated region of the negative electrode sheet. A
plurality of uncoated regions extending from the coated
regions of the main body portion 201 are stacked to form
electrode tabs 202, and the electrode assembly 20 in-
cludes two electrode tabs 202, namely, a positive elec-
trode tab extending from the coated region of the positive
electrode sheet and a negative electrode tab extending
from the coated region of the negative electrode sheet.
With reference to FIG. 4, the electrode tabs 202 of the
embodiment each includes a connecting end portion
202a, a welding end portion 202c, and a middle section
202b for connecting the connecting end portion 202a and
the welding end portion 202c. The connecting end portion
202a included in the electrode tab 202 is connected with
the main body portion 201.
[0036] The top cover assembly 40 of the embodiment
of the present disclosure includes a top cover sheet 401,
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electrode terminals 402, and an insulating separator 403.
The top cover sheet 401 of the embodiment is hermeti-
cally connected with the case 10, so as to seal the elec-
trode assembly 20 inside the case 10. The top cover
sheet 401 of the embodiment includes an explosion-proof
valve 404. When the internal pressure of the secondary
battery is excessive, the explosion-proof valve 404 can
burst, so as to release the internal pressure and reduce
the possibility of explosion of the secondary battery. The
top cover sheet 401 of the embodiment has electrode
outgoing holes. The electrode terminals 402 of the em-
bodiment are provided on the top cover sheet 401 and
corresponding to the electrode outgoing holes. The elec-
trode tabs 202 included in the electrode assembly 20 are
electrically connected with the electrode terminals 402.
In one example, the welding end portion 202c of the elec-
trode tab 202 may be directly connected with the corre-
sponding electrode terminal 402 by welding. In another
example, the secondary battery further includes an
adapter sheet. The welding end portion 202c of the elec-
trode tab 202 is connected with the adapter sheet by
welding, so that the welding end portion 202c of the elec-
trode tab 202 is connected with the corresponding elec-
trode terminal 402 through the adapter sheet. The top
cover sheet 401 of the embodiment is made of conductive
material. The insulating separator 403 is used to isolate
the top cover sheet 401 to the electrode assembly 20,
so as to prevent direct contact between them.
[0037] The secondary battery of the embodiment fur-
ther includes a top pressing plate 50. The top pressing
plate 50 is provided between the insulating separator 403
and the main body portion 201. The top pressing plate
50 includes a first surface 501 facing the main body por-
tion 201, a second surface 502 facing the insulating sep-
arator 403, and an accommodating groove 505 recessed
from the second surface 502 toward the first surface 501.
The welding end portion 202c of the electrode tab 202 is
located between the top pressing plate 50 and the insu-
lating separator 403 and accommodated in the accom-
modating groove 505. When the main body portion 201
moves, the connecting portion between the electrode
tabs 202 and the main body portion 201 will be frequently
bent or stretched, which may easily lead to breakage of
the electrode tab 202. In the embodiment, after the sec-
ondary battery is assembled, the top pressing plate 50
can exert predetermined pressure on the main body por-
tion 201 of the electrode assembly 20 to limit the up and
down movements of the electrode assembly 20, so that
when the whole secondary battery vibrates, the up and
down movements of the main body portion 201 of the
electrode assembly 20 inside the case 10 can be reduced
to a certain extent and thus the electrode tabs 202 of the
electrode assembly 20 will not be frequently bent or bro-
ken, thereby effectively improving the use safety of the
secondary battery.
[0038] In the secondary battery of the embodiment of
the present disclosure, since the top pressing plate 50 is
provided between the insulating separator 403 and the

main body portion 201 of the electrode assembly 20, the
electrode assembly 20 is fixed by the top pressing plate
50, so as to ensure the stability of the position of the
electrode assembly 20 inside the case 10 and reduce
the possibility of breakage of the electrode tabs 202 which
is caused due to the movement of the main body portion
201, thereby improving the use safety of the secondary
battery. Moreover, the accommodating groove 505 hav-
ing an accommodating function is provided on the top
pressing plate 50. At least a portion of the welding end
portion 202c of the electrode tab 202 is accommodated
in the accommodating groove 505, and in this way, on
the one hand, in a thickness direction Y of the top cover
sheet 401, the thickness of both the welding end portion
202c and the top pressing plate 50 is small, so as to
effectively save the internal space of the case 10 and
increasing the energy density of the secondary battery;
on the other hand, the welding end portion 202c of the
electrode tab 202 is connected with the electrode termi-
nal 402 or the adapter sheet by welding, and when weld-
ing slag is generated in the welding region during assem-
bly or use of the secondary battery, the welding slag can
be collected by the accommodating groove 505 of the
top pressing plate 50, so as to effectively prevent the
welding slag from falling onto the main body portion 201
and thus effectively reduce the possibility of the welding
slag piercing into the electrode sheets or the isolating
film included in the main body portion 201, thereby im-
proving the safety of the secondary battery; furthermore,
the welding region of the welding end portion 202c is
physically isolated to the main body portion 201 by the
top pressing plate 50 of the embodiment. During assem-
bly or use of the secondary battery, the welding region
will not contact the main body portion 201, so as to reduce
the possibility of damage to the main body portion 201
which is caused due to scratch or abrasion by the welding
region, thereby improving the use safety of the secondary
battery; finally, if no accommodating groove 505 is pro-
vided, i.e., the second surface 502 of the top pressing
plate 50 is a flat surface, the welding end portion 202c
presses against both ends of the top pressing plate 50
and the middle portion of the top pressing plate 50 is
suspended. When the whole secondary battery vibrates,
the main body portion 201 will exert upward force on the
top pressing plate 50, and at this time, both ends of the
top pressing plate 50 are warped, thereby affecting the
stability of the top pressing plate 50.
[0039] In one embodiment, with reference to FIG. 2 or
FIG. 3, the secondary battery includes an adapter sheet
30. The adapter sheet 30 of the embodiment has a flat
plate shape, so as to occupy less space in the thickness
direction Y and thus make the structure more compact.
The welding end portion 202c of the electrode tab 202 is
connected with the adapter sheet 30 by welding. The
adapter sheet 30 are at least partially accommodated in
the accommodating groove 505. In the thickness direc-
tion Y of the top cover sheet 401, the adapter sheet 30,
the welding end portion 202c of the electrode tab 202,
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and the top pressing plate 50 are compact in structure,
so as to effectively save the internal space of the case
10 and thus increase the energy density of the secondary
battery.
[0040] The insulating separator 403 of the embodiment
includes an accommodating recess 403d recessed away
from the main body portion 201. The top pressing plate
50 and the welding end portion 202c are both accommo-
dated in the accommodating recess 403d. In the thick-
ness direction Y of the top cover sheet 401, the insulating
separator 403, the welding end portion 202c of the elec-
trode tab 202, and the top pressing plate 50 are compact
in structure, so as to further save the internal space of
the case 10 and thus effectively increase the energy den-
sity of the secondary battery. In one embodiment, the
second surface 502 of the top pressing plate 50 abuts
against a bottom of the accommodating recess 403d.
There is no gap for moving between the top pressing
plate 50 and the insulating separator 403, so that the top
pressing plate 50 is subject to clamping force between
the insulating separator 403 and the main body portion
201 and thus its own position is more stable, thereby
ensuring that the position of the main body portion 201
is stable and is not easy to move. In one embodiment,
the secondary battery includes an adapter sheet 30. The
welding end portion 202c is connected with the corre-
sponding electrode terminals 402 through the adapter
sheet 30. The welding end portion 202c is located be-
tween the adapter sheet 30 and the top pressing plate
50. The top pressing plate 50, the welding end portion
202c, and the adapter sheet 30 are all accommodated
in the accommodating recess 403d.
[0041] In the embodiment where the top pressing plate
50 and the welding end portion 202c are both accommo-
dated in the accommodating recess 403d, the first sur-
face 501 of the top pressing plate 50 protrudes beyond
a lower surface 403e of the insulating separator 403 fac-
ing the main body portion 201 so that the lower surface
403e of the insulating separator 403 will not contact the
main body portion 201, thereby reducing the possibility
that the main body portion 201 is damaged which is
caused due to excessive pressure stress on a part of the
main body portion 201 by the insulating separator 403.
[0042] As shown in FIG. 3, the top pressing plate 50
of the embodiment includes a first engaging portion 508.
The insulating separator 403 includes a second engaging
portion 403f. The first engaging portion 508 of the top
pressing plate 50 and the second engaging portion 403f
of the insulating separator 403 are engaged with each
other, so that the top pressing plate 50 and the insulating
separator 403 are connected and fixed fast and conven-
iently. During connection of them, the first engaging por-
tion 508 and the second engaging portion 403f can be
positioned relative to each other, so as to reduce the
difficulty of their connection, realize rapid assembly, and
also ensure the stability of the position of the top pressing
plate 50 during installation. The top pressing plate 50 is
not easy to wobble in a length direction X of the top cover

sheet 401 to scratch the welding end portion 202c. In one
embodiment, the first engaging portion 508 is an engag-
ing hole, and the second engaging portion 403f is an
engaging leg. It is easily understood that the first engag-
ing portion 508 may be an engaging leg, and the second
engaging portion 403f may be an engaging hole.
[0043] As shown in FIG. 4, in the thickness direction
Y, at least a portion of the connecting end portion 202a
of the electrode tab 202 of the embodiment is located
below the top pressing plate 50, the middle sections 202b
bypasses the top pressing plate 50, and the welding end
portion 202c are located in the accommodating groove
505. In one embodiment, with reference to FIG. 5, in a
width direction of the top pressing plate 50, the accom-
modating groove 505 included in the top pressing plate
50 of the embodiment penetrates the top pressing plate
50. In the embodiment, the width direction of the top
pressing plate 50 is the same as a width direction Z of
the top cover sheet 401. The top pressing plate 50 of the
embodiment includes two side surfaces 507 facing each
other in the width direction Z. The accommodating groove
505 penetrates from one side surface 507 to the other
side surface 507 to form a through groove. In one exam-
ple, the number of the electrode assembly 20 is two. The
two electrode assemblies 20 are provided side by side
in the width direction Z. In this way, the electrode tabs
202 of one electrode assembly 20 bypass the top press-
ing plate 50 from one side of the top pressing plate 50
and the welding end portion 202c included therein are
located in the accommodating groove 505, while the elec-
trode tabs 202 of the other electrode assembly 20 bypass
the top pressing plate 50 from the other side of the top
pressing plate 50 and the welding end portion 202c in-
cluded therein are located in the accommodating groove
505. In one embodiment, the side surfaces 507 have an
arc shape, so that when the middle sections 202b of the
electrode tabs 202 bypass the top pressing plate 50, the
contact regions between the corresponding side surfac-
es 507 and middle sections are large and fit well, thereby
reducing the possibility of damage of the middle sections
202b which is caused due to extrusion or scratch by the
side of the top pressing plate 50.
[0044] With reference to FIG. 2 or FIG. 3, in the thick-
ness direction Y, the depth of the accommodating groove
505 of the embodiment is greater than or equal to the
thickness of the welding end portion 202c. The whole
welding end portion 202c is accommodated in the ac-
commodating groove 505. In this way, on the one hand,
the total thickness value of both the welding end portion
202c and the top pressing plate 50 are further reduced
and thus the occupation rate of the internal space of the
case 10 is lowered, thereby further increasing the energy
density of the secondary battery; on the other hand, after
assembly of the secondary battery, the insulating sepa-
rator 403 is in direct contact with and thus supported by
the top pressing plate 50, so that the insulating separator
403 will not exert compression force on the welding end
portion 202c.
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[0045] With reference to FIG. 2 or FIG. 3, the top press-
ing plate 50 of the embodiment includes a first end portion
503, a second end portion 504, and a first boss 506. The
first end portion 503 and the second end portion 504 are
provided oppositely in a length direction of the top press-
ing plate 50. The length direction of the top pressing plate
50 is the same as the length direction X of the top cover
sheet 401. The first boss 506 is provided between the
first end portion 503 and the second end portion 504 and
located in the middle of the top pressing plate 50. The
number of the accommodating groove 505 is two. The
two accommodating grooves 505 are respectively pro-
vided on both sides of the first boss 506 in the length
direction X. When the number of the electrode assembly
20 is one, one electrode tab 202 of the electrode assem-
bly 20 is provided in one accommodating groove 505,
and the other electrode tab 202 is provided in the other
accommodating groove 505. The first boss 506 sepa-
rates the two electrode tabs 202. When the number of
the electrode assembly 20 is two, the two electrode tabs
202 of each electrode assembly 20 are positioned cor-
responding to the two accommodating grooves 505, so
that the two electrode tabs 202 of the two electrode as-
semblies 20 are simultaneously accommodated in the
corresponding accommodating grooves 505. On each
side of the first boss 506, two electrode tabs 202 are
provided. In the thickness direction Y, the thickness of
the middle portion of the top pressing plate 50 in which
the first boss 506 is provided is larger than a portion of
the top pressing plate 50 in which the accommodating
grooves 505 are provided. Therefore, the middle portion
of the top pressing plate 50 in which the first boss 506 is
provided has a large rigidity and thus is not easy to be
bent and deformed under force, thereby reducing the
possibility of damage of the main body portion 201 which
is caused due to excessive pressure stress on the main
body portions 202 under bending of the middle portion
of the top pressing plate 50.
[0046] In one embodiment, with reference to FIG. 2 or
FIG. 3, the insulating separator 403 includes a first insu-
lator 403a and a second insulator 403b. The first insulator
403a and the second insulator 403b are provided at in-
tervals in the length direction X. An avoidance gap 403c
is formed between the first insulator 403a and the second
insulator 403b. The first boss 506 of the top pressing
plate 50 is provided corresponding to the avoidance gap
403c. The top cover sheet 401 includes an explosion-
proof valve 404 which is provided corresponding to the
avoidance gap 403c. The first boss 506 is provided with
an overflow hole 506a corresponding to the avoidance
gap 403c. When the internal pressure of the secondary
battery is excessive, the explosion-proof valve 404 is
open, and the airflow can be discharged smoothly and
quickly through the overflow hole 506a, the avoidance
gap 403c, and the opened explosion-proof valve 404. In
one example, after assembly of the secondary battery,
a part of the first boss 506 can be inserted into the avoid-
ance gap 403c, so as to further save the internal space

of the case 10 and thus increase the energy density of
the secondary battery.
[0047] With reference to FIG. 3 or FIG. 6, the first in-
sulator 403a and the second insulator 403b of the em-
bodiment each includes a second boss 403g. The second
bosses 403g abut against the bottom of the accommo-
dating grooves 505. The top pressing plate 50 is support-
ed by the second bosses 403g, and in this way, on the
one hand, the first insulator 403a and the second insu-
lator 403b are prevented from moving easily which is
caused due to the gap between the first insulator 403a
and second insulator 403b and the top pressing plate 50;
on the other hand, the top pressing plate 50 is prevented
from warping toward the top cover sheet 401 by the in-
sulating separator 403, so that the first surface 501 of
the top pressing plate 50 and the main body portion 201
fit well and the pressure stress exerted on the main body
portion 201 is maintained in a balanced state. In the thick-
ness direction Y, the thickness of the second bosses
403g is greater than or equal to the depth of the accom-
modating groove 505, so that the second bosses 403g
can be pressed against the bottom of the accommodating
groove 505. In one example, the insulating separator 403
and the top pressing plate 50 are engaged with each
other through the first engaging portion 508 and the sec-
ond engaging portion 403f. The second bosses 403g and
the connecting portion formed by the first engaging por-
tion 508 and the second engaging portion 403f form two
kinds of fulcrums, so as to effectively improve the stability
of position of the insulating separator 403.
[0048] In the secondary battery of the embodiment of
the present disclosure, the top pressing plate 50 is pro-
vided between the top cover sheet 401 and the main
body portion 201 of the electrode assembly 20. The top
pressing plate 50 can press against the main body portion
201, so as to limit the position of the main body portion
201 in the case, effectively restrain the movement of the
main body portion 201 in the case 10 and further prevent
the electrode tabs 202 from being bent and broken which
is caused due to the movement of the main body portion
201, thereby improving the use safety of the secondary
battery. The welding end portion 202c of the electrode
tab 202 can be isolated to the main body portion 201 by
the top pressing plate 50, so as to prevent the welding
region of the welding end portion 202c from scratching
or abrading the main body portion 201. Moreover, the
top pressing plate 50 of the embodiment includes the
accommodating groove 505. The middle sections 202b
of the electrode tabs 202 bypass the top pressing plate
50, so that the welding end portion 202c is located in the
accommodating groove 505 and thus the welding end
portion 202c and the top pressing plate 50 have smaller
stacking thickness in the thickness direction Y of the top
cover sheet 401, thereby saving the internal space of the
case 10 and thus increasing of the energy density of the
secondary battery.
[0049] With reference to FIG. 7, an embodiment of the
present disclosure provides a method for manufacturing
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a secondary battery, the method including:

placing a top cover assembly 40 at a predetermined
assembly station, the top cover assembly 40 includ-
ing a top cover sheet 401 and an insulating separator
403 connected to the top cover sheet 401;
assembling the top cover assembly 40 and an elec-
trode assembly 20, the electrode assembly 20 in-
cluding a main body portion 201 and electrode tabs
202 connected to the main body portion 201, the
electrode tabs 202 each including a connecting end
portion 202a, a welding end portion 202c, and a mid-
dle section 202b connecting the connecting end por-
tion 202a and the welding end portion 202b, the con-
necting end portion 202a being connected with the
main body portion 201, and connecting the welding
end portion 202c with the top cover assembly 40 by
welding, the welding end portion 202c being insulat-
ed from the top cover sheet 401 through the insulat-
ing separator 403; and
assembling a top pressing plate 50, the top pressing
plate 50 including a first surface 501, a second sur-
face 502, and an accommodating groove 505 re-
cessed from the second surface 502 toward the first
surface 501, covering the welding end portion 202c
by the top pressing plate 50, and then adjusting the
position of the electrode assembly 20, so that the
top pressing plate 50 is located between the insulat-
ing separator 403 and the main body portion 201,
the first surface 501 faces the main body portion 201,
the second surface 502 faces the insulating separa-
tor 403, and the welding end portion 202c is accom-
modated in the accommodating groove 505.

[0050] Although the present disclosure has been de-
scribed with reference to the preferred embodiments,
various modifications may be made thereto and the com-
ponents thereof may be replaced with equivalents with-
out departing from the scope of the present disclosure.
In particular, the technical features mentioned in the var-
ious embodiments may be combined in any manner as
long as there is no structural conflict. The present disclo-
sure is not limited to the specific embodiments disclosed
herein, but includes all technical solutions falling within
the scope of the claims.

Claims

1. A top pressing plate, which is used for a secondary
battery, the secondary battery comprising a top cov-
er sheet, an insulating separator connected to the
top cover sheet, and an electrode assembly, the
electrode assembly comprising a main body portion
and electrode tabs connected to the main body por-
tion, the electrode tabs each comprising a welding
end portion, wherein the top pressing plate compris-
es:

a first surface and a second surface provided
oppositely in a thickness direction of the top
pressing plate and an accommodating groove
recessed from the second surface toward the
first surface,
the top pressing plate can be provided between
the insulating separator and the main body por-
tion, the first surface faces the main body por-
tion, the second surface faces the insulating
separator, and the accommodating groove is
disposed to accommodate the welding end por-
tion.

2. The top pressing plate according to claim 1, wherein
the accommodating groove penetrates the top
pressing plate in a width direction of the top pressing
plate.

3. The top pressing plate according to claim 1, wherein
the top pressing plate comprises a first boss, the
number of the accommodating grooves is two, and
two accommodating grooves are respectively pro-
vided on both sides of the first boss in a length di-
rection of the top pressing plate.

4. A secondary battery, comprising:

an electrode assembly, the electrode assembly
comprising a main body portion and electrode
tabs connected to the main body portion, the
electrode tabs each comprising a connecting
end portion, a welding end portion, and a middle
section connecting the connecting end portion
and the welding end portion, the connecting end
portion being connected to the main body por-
tion;
a top cover assembly, the top cover assembly
comprising a top cover sheet and an insulating
separator connected to the top cover sheet; and
a top pressing plate, the top pressing plate pro-
vided between the insulating separator and the
main body portion, the top pressing plate com-
prising a first surface facing the main body por-
tion, a second surface facing the insulating sep-
arator, and an accommodating groove recessed
from the second surface toward the first surface,
the welding end portion being accommodated
in the accommodating groove.

5. The secondary battery according to claim 4, wherein
the accommodating groove penetrates the top
pressing plate in a width direction of the top cover
sheet.

6. The secondary battery according to claim 4, wherein
a depth of the accommodating groove is greater than
or equal to a thickness of the welding end portion in
a thickness direction of the top cover sheet.
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7. The secondary battery according to any one of
claims 4 to 6, wherein the top pressing plate com-
prises a first boss, the number of the accommodating
groove is two, and two accommodating grooves are
respectively provided on both sides of the first boss
in a length direction of the top cover sheet.

8. The secondary battery according to claim 7, wherein
the insulating separator comprises a first insulator
and a second insulator, the first insulator and the
second insulator are spaced apart from each other
in the length direction to form an avoidance gap, and
the first boss is provided corresponding to the avoid-
ance gap.

9. The secondary battery according to claim 8, wherein
the first insulator and the second insulator each com-
prises a second boss, the second boss abuts against
a bottom of corresponding one of the two accommo-
dating grooves and a thickness of the second boss
is greater than or equal to the depth of corresponding
one of the two accommodating grooves.

10. The secondary battery according to claim 8, wherein
the top cover assembly further comprises an explo-
sion-proof valve, the explosion-proof valve provided
on the top cover sheet and corresponding to the first
boss, the first boss comprising an overflow hole cor-
responding to the explosion-proof valve.

11. The secondary battery according to any one of
claims 4 to 6, wherein the insulating separator com-
prises an accommodating recess recessed away
from the main body portion, and the top pressing
plate and the welding end portion are both accom-
modated in the accommodating recess.

12. The secondary battery according to any one of
claims 4 to 6, wherein the secondary battery further
comprises an adapter sheet, the adapter sheet has
a flat plate shape, the welding end portion is con-
nected with the adapter sheet by welding, and the
adapter sheet is at least partially accommodated in
the accommodating groove.

13. The secondary battery according to any one of
claims 4 to 6, wherein the top pressing plate com-
prises a first engaging portion, the insulating sepa-
rator comprises a second engaging portion, and the
first engaging portion is engaged with the second
engaging portion, and wherein one of the first en-
gaging portion and the second engaging portion is
an engaging hole, and the other thereof is an engag-
ing leg.

14. A method for manufacturing a secondary battery,
comprising:

placing a top cover assembly at a predetermined
assembly station, the top cover assembly com-
prising a top cover sheet and an insulating sep-
arator connected to the top cover sheet;
assembling the top cover assembly and an elec-
trode assembly, the electrode assembly com-
prising a main body portion and electrode tabs
connected to the main body portion, the elec-
trode tabs each comprising a connecting end
portion, a welding end portion, and a middle sec-
tion connecting the connecting end portion and
the welding end portion, the connecting end por-
tion being connected with the main body portion,
and connecting the welding end portion with the
top cover assembly by welding, the welding end
portion being insulated from the top cover sheet
through the insulating separator; and
assembling a top pressing plate, the top press-
ing plate comprising a first surface, a second
surface, and an accommodating groove re-
cessed from the second surface toward the first
surface, covering the welding end portion by the
top pressing plate, and then adjusting the posi-
tion of the electrode assembly, so that the top
pressing plate is located between the insulating
separator and the main body portion, the first
surface faces the main body portion, the second
surface faces the insulating separator, and the
welding end portion is accommodated in the ac-
commodating groove.
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