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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to heat exchange systems such as air conditioning systems.

Background Art

[0002] For heat exchange systems such as air conditioning systems, there are techniques for cooling a secondary
object to be cooled (for example, an inverter in the heat exchange system) by using the refrigerant flowing in the refrigerant
passage in the heat exchange system.
[0003] For example, the heat exchange system of Patent Document 1 provides a cooling element for cooling a sec-
ondary object to be cooled, with capillary tubes placed to precede and follow the cooling element so as to adjust the
temperature (intermediate temperature) of the refrigerant passing through the cooling element.
[0004] However, in such a system, the two capillary tubes preceding and following the cooling element are fixed
throttles, and it is therefore difficult to adjust the temperature of the cooling element when the operating conditions of
the system or the conditions of air vary. Accordingly, condensation may occur in the cooling element.
[0005] On the other hand, in the heat exchange system of Patent Document 2, two electronic expansion valves are
provided in series between a condenser and an evaporator, and a cooling element is provided between the two electronic
expansion valves. The electronic expansion valves are variable throttles, and so the pressure difference occurring across
both ends of the cooling element can be relatively freely adjusted by adjusting the valve lifts of the two electronic expansion
valves. It is therefore possible to favorably adjust the temperature of the refrigerant flowing between the two electronic
expansion valves, making it possible to cool the secondary cooled object without causing condensation. Patent document
D2 discloses a heat exchange system according to the preamble of claim 1.

Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 62-69066 (1987)
Patent Document 2: Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No. 11-23081 (1999)

[0006] JP S62-69066 A discloses features falling under the preamble of claim 1.

Disclosure of the Invention

Problems to be Solved by the Invention

[0007] However, electronic expansion valves are more expansive than capillary tubes, and providing two electronic
expansion valves inevitably leads to an increase in cost.
[0008] Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to provide a heat exchange system capable of preventing
condensation from forming in the vicinity of a cooling element, while avoiding an increase in cost.

Means for Solving the Problems

[0009] According to a first aspect (1A to 1D) of the heat exchange system of the present invention, a heat exchange
system according to claim 1 is provided. The heat exchange system comprises: a first heat exchanger (11); a second
heat exchanger (12); a compressor (13) provided on a first path (PT1) that is one of two paths connecting said first heat
exchanger and said second heat exchanger, said compressor compressing a refrigerant; a variable throttle (15) provided
on a second path (PT2) of the two paths connecting said first heat exchanger and said second heat exchanger, said
second path being a path opposite to the path on which said compressor is provided; a fixed throttle (16) provided on
said second path; and a cooling element (20) that is provided on said second path and that cools an object to be cooled
(30), where said cooling element (20) is located between said variable throttle (15) and said fixed throttle (16).
[0010] According to the present invention, the heat exchange system of the first aspect further comprises a check
valve (17) provided on a bypass passage that connects a first branch position (B1; B3) and a second branch position
(B2; B4) in parallel with said fixed throttle, said first branch position being on a side of one end of said fixed throttle (16)
and said second branch position being on a side of the other end of said fixed throttle, wherein said check valve is
provided to allow said refrigerant to flow from said first branch position (B1; B3) on the side of the end of said fixed
throttle (16) that is farther from said cooling element to said second branch position (B2; B4) on the side of the end of
said fixed throttle that is closer to said cooling element.
[0011] According to a second aspect (1C) of the heat exchange system of the present invention, in the heat exchange
system of the first aspect, said first heat exchanger (11) functions as a condenser during cooling operation, and said
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fixed throttle (16) and check valve (17) are both provided between said first heat exchanger (11) and said cooling element
(20).
[0012] According to a third aspect (1D) of the heat exchange system of the present invention, in the heat exchange
system of the first aspect, said second heat exchanger (12) functions as a condenser during heating, operation, and
said fixed throttle (16) and check valve (17) are both provided between said second heat exchanger (12) and said cooling
element (20).
[0013] According to a fourth aspect (1A; 1C) of the heat exchange system of the present invention, in the heat exchange
system of any of the first to second aspects, said variable throttle (15) is provided between said second heat exchanger
(12) and said cooling element (20), and during heating operation, a flow rate of said variable throttle is increased when
a possibility of condensation in a vicinity of said cooling element is judged to be at or higher than a given level.
[0014] According to a fifth aspect (1A; 1C) of the heat exchange system of the present invention, in the heat exchange
system of any of the first to second aspects, said variable throttle (15) is provided between said second heat exchanger
(12) and said cooling element (20), and during cooling operation, a flow rate of said variable throttle is reduced when a
possibility of condensation in a vicinity of said cooling element is judged to be at or higher than a given level.
[0015] According to a sixth aspect (1B; 1D) of the heat exchange system of the present invention, in the heat exchange
system of the first or third aspect, said variable throttle (15) is provided between said first heat exchanger (11) and said
cooling element (20), and during heating operation, a flow rate of said variable throttle is reduced when a possibility of
condensation in a vicinity of said cooling element is judged to be at or higher than a given level.
[0016] According to a seventh aspect (1B; 1D) of the heat exchange system of the present invention, in the heat
exchange system of the first or third aspect, said variable throttle (15) is provided between said first heat exchanger (11)
and said cooling element (20), and during cooling operation, a flow rate of said variable throttle is increased when a
possibility of condensation in a vicinity of said cooling element is judged to be at or higher than a given level.
[0017] According to an eighth aspect of the heat exchange system of the present invention, the heat exchange system
of any of the first to seventh aspects further comprises controlling means (50) that varies a speed of rotation of a fan
(11F, 12F) of at least one of said first heat exchanger and said second heat exchanger when a possibility of condensation
in a vicinity of said cooling element is judged to be at or higher than a given level.
[0018] According to a ninth aspect of the heat exchange system of the present invention, in the heat exchange system
of the eighth aspect, said first heat exchanger (11) is an outdoor heat exchanger that is provided outdoors, said second
heat exchanger (12) is an indoor heat exchanger that is provided indoors, and said controlling means reduces the speed
of rotation of the fan (11F) of said first heat exchanger (11) when the possibility of condensation in the vicinity of said
cooling element is judged to be at or higher than the given level during cooling operation.
[0019] According to a tenth aspect of the heat exchange system of the present invention, in the heat exchange system
of the eighth or ninth aspect, said first heat exchanger (11) is an outdoor heat exchanger that is provided outdoors, said
second heat exchanger (12) is an indoor heat exchanger that is provided indoors, and said controlling means increases
the speed of rotation of the fan (12F) of said second heat exchanger (12) when the possibility of condensation in the
vicinity of said cooling element is judged to be at or higher than the given level during cooling operation.
[0020] According to an eleventh aspect of the heat exchange system of the present invention, in the heat exchange
system of any of the eighth to tenth aspects, said first heat exchanger (11) is an outdoor heat exchanger that is provided
outdoors, said second heat exchanger (12) is an indoor heat exchanger that is provided indoors, and said controlling
means increases the speed of rotation of the fan (11F) of said first heat exchanger (11) when the possibility of condensation
in the vicinity of said cooling element is judged to be at or higher than the given level during heating operation.
[0021] According to a twelfth aspect of the heat exchange system of the present invention, in the heat exchange
system of any of the eighth to eleventh aspects, said first heat exchanger (11) is an outdoor heat exchanger that is
provided outdoors, said second heat exchanger (12) is an indoor heat exchanger that is provided indoors, and said
controlling means reduces the speed of rotation of the fan (12F) of said second heat exchanger (12) when the possibility
of condensation in the vicinity of said cooling element is judged to be at or higher than the given level during heating
operation.
[0022] According to a thirteenth aspect of the heat exchange system of the present invention, in the heat exchange
system of any of the first to thirteen aspects, said fixed throttle is a capillary tube.
[0023] According to a fourteenth aspect of the heat exchange system of the present invention, in the heat exchange
system of any of the first to thirteen aspects, said variable throttle is an opening/closing expansion valve capable of
adjustment of a valve lift.

Effects of the Invention

[0024] According to the first to fourteenth aspects of the heat exchange system of the present invention, it is possible
to prevent condensation in the vicinity of the cooling element while avoiding an increase in cost.
[0025] In particular, according to the first aspect of the heat exchange system of the present invention, it is possible
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to more certainly prevent condensation both in cooling and heating operations.
[0026] According to the second, ninth and tenth aspects of the heat exchange system of the present invention, it is
possible to more certainly prevent condensation especially during cooling operation.
[0027] According to the third, eleventh and twelfth aspects of the heat exchange system of the present invention, it is
possible to more certainly prevent condensation especially during heating operation.
[0028] These and other objects, features, aspects and advantages of the present invention will become more apparent
from the following detailed description of the present invention when taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0029]

[FIG. 1] A conceptual diagram illustrating a heat exchange system not falling under the scope of claim 1.
[FIG. 2] A conceptual diagram illustrating detection of humidity in the vicinity of a cooling jacket.
[FIG. 3] A conceptual diagram illustrating a heat exchange system not falling under the scope of claim 1.
[FIG. 4] A conceptual diagram illustrating a heat exchange system according to the invention.
[FIG. 5] A conceptual diagram illustrating a heat exchange system according to the invention.
[FIG. 6] A conceptual diagram illustrating a heat exchange system not falling under the scope of claim 1.
[FIG. 7] A conceptual diagram illustrating a heat exchange system not falling under the scope of claim 1.
[FIG. 8] A conceptual diagram illustrating a heat exchange system not falling under the scope of claim 1.

Best Mode for Carrying out the Invention

[0030] Examples not belonging to the invention and preferred embodiments of the present invention will now be
described referring to the drawings.

<1. First Example>

<1-1. Outline of System>

[0031] FIG. 1 is a conceptual diagram illustrating a heat exchange system 1 (also referred to as 1A). An air conditioning
system is illustrated herein as a heat exchange system.
[0032] The heat exchange system 1A includes an outdoor heat exchanger 11, an indoor heat exchanger 12, a com-
pressor 13, a switching valve 14, an expansion valve 15, and a capillary tube 16, which form a refrigeration cycle. This
heat exchange system (air conditioning system) 1A is capable of both of cooling operation for cooling the inside of a
room and heating operation of heating the inside of a room. In FIG. 1, the arrow J1 of solid line shows the passage of
refrigerant and the direction of flow during cooling operation, and the arrow J2 of dotted line shows (part of) the passage
of refrigerant and the direction of flow during heating operation. Also, the right-hand side of the chained line shows the
outdoor configuration and the left-hand side of the chain line shows the
indoor configuration. These apply also to the drawings used to describe the other preferred embodiments.
[0033] The outdoor heat exchanger 11 is a heat exchanger that is provided outdoors. The outdoor heat exchanger 11
functions as a condenser during cooling operation, and functions as an evaporator during heating operation.
[0034] The indoor heat exchanger 12 is a heat exchanger that is provided indoors. The indoor heat exchanger 12
operates as an evaporator during cooling operation, and functions as a condenser during heating operation.
[0035] The compressor 13 for compressing the refrigerant is provided between the outdoor heat exchanger 11 and
the indoor heat exchanger 12. Specifically, the compressor 13 is provided on one path PT1 of two paths PT1 and PT2
connecting the outdoor heat exchanger 11 and the indoor heat exchanger 12.
[0036] The switching valve 14 is provided on the path PT1 to selectively connect the discharge side 131 of the com-
pressor 13 to the outdoor heat exchanger 11 and the indoor heat exchanger 12. Specifically, the discharge side 131 of
the compressor 13 is connected to the outdoor heat exchanger 11 during cooling operation, and the discharge side 131
of the compressor 13 is connected to the indoor heat exchanger 12 during heating operation. The direction of flow of
the refrigerant is thus switched between cooling operation and heating operation.
[0037] The expansion valve 15 is provided between the outdoor heat exchanger 11 and the indoor heat exchanger
12 on the path PT2, of the two paths PT1 and PT2, that is opposite to the path PT1 on which the compressor 13 is
provided. The capillary tube 16 is also provided on the path PT2. The expansion valve 15 and the capillary tube 16
function as expansion mechanisms of the refrigeration cycle in this system.
[0038] The expansion valve 15 is an opening/closing expansion valve capable of adjusting the valve lift (in other words,
the amount of throttling). Herein, an electronic expansion valve capable of adjustment of the valve lift by electronic control
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is adopted as the expansion valve 15. The capillary tube 16 is represented also as "a fixed throttle", and the expansion
valve 15 is represented also as "a variable throttle".
[0039] The heat exchange system 1A further includes a cooling jacket (cooling element) 20 for cooling a secondary
object to be cooled 30. The cooling jacket 20 here is provided on the path PT2 as a main path of the refrigeration cycle
(i.e. not a branch path) between the expansion valve 15 and the capillary tube 16. The secondary object to be cooled
30 can be a power module provided outdoors (including an inverter circuit for driving the motor of the compressor 13),
for example.
[0040] In this way, the expansion valve 15, the cooling jacket 20, and the capillary tube 16 are located in series on
the path PT2.
[0041] Also, as shown in FIG. 2, the heat exchange system 1A further includes a condensation sensor (humidity
sensor) 40 and a controller 50.
[0042] The condensation sensor 40 is provided on a surface of the cooling jacket 20 to detect the relative humidity in
the vicinity of that position. However, this is illustrative and not restrictive, and the condensation sensor 40 may be
provided on a surface of the object to be cooled 30, for example (see the broken line in FIG. 2)
[0043] The controller 50 is capable of changing the valve lift of the expansion valve 15, the speed of rotation of the
motor (not shown) in the compressor 13, the speed of rotation of the fan (not shown) of the outdoor heat exchanger 11,
the speed of rotation of the fan (not shown) of the indoor heat exchanger 12, and the like.

<1-2. Operation>

[0044] First, the operation during cooling will now be described.
[0045] During cooling operation, the refrigerant flows from the indoor heat exchanger 12 to the outdoor heat exchanger
11 through the path PT1, and then flows in the opposite direction, i.e. from the outdoor heat exchanger 11 to the outdoor
heat exchanger 11 through the opposite path PT2.
[0046] Specifically, during cooling operation, the indoor heat exchanger 12 functions as an evaporator, and the refrig-
erant in the form of low-temperature low-pressure liquid absorbs indoor heat in the indoor heat exchanger 12, and
evaporates to become low-temperature low-pressure gas. The low-temperature low-pressure gaseous refrigerant is
compressed in the compressor 13 to become high-temperature high-pressure gas, and flows to the outdoor heat ex-
changer 11 through the path PT1. After that, the refrigerant dissipates heat to the outdoors in the outdoor heat exchanger
11, is condensed to become high-temperature high-pressure liquid, passes through the capillary tube 16, cooling jacket
20, and expansion valve 15 on the path PT2 in this order, and reaches the indoor heat exchanger 12 as low-temperature
low-pressure liquid. This operation is performed cyclically.
[0047] Now, the refrigerant on the path PT2 is expanded by the above-described two kinds of expansion mechanisms
15 and 16. Specifically, during cooling operation, the refrigerant condensed in the outdoor heat exchanger 11 expands
in the capillary tube 16, passes through the cooling jacket 20, further expands also in the expansion valve 15, and
reaches the indoor heat exchanger 12. In this process, the refrigerant flowing out from the capillary tube 16 to reach the
expansion valve 15 cools the cooling jacket 20, and thus cools the secondary object to be cooled 30 provided on the
cooling jacket 20.
[0048] Next, the operation during heating will be described.
[0049] During heating operation, the refrigerant passes from the outdoor heat exchanger 11 to the indoor heat ex-
changer 12 through the path PT1, and then flows in the opposite direction, i.e. from the indoor heat exchanger 12 to the
outdoor heat exchanger 11 through the opposite path PT2.
[0050] Specifically, during heating operation, the outdoor heat exchanger 11 functions as an evaporator, and the
refrigerant in the form of low-temperature low-pressure liquid absorbs outdoor heat in the outdoor heat exchanger 11,
and evaporates to become low-temperature low-pressure gas. The low-temperature low-pressure gaseous refrigerant
is compressed in the compressor 13 to become high-temperature high-pressure gas, and flows to the indoor heat
exchanger 12 through the path PT1. After that, the refrigerant dissipates heat to the indoors in the indoor heat exchanger
12, is condensed to become high-temperature high-pressure liquid, passes through the expansion valve 15, cooling
jacket 20, and capillary tube 16 on the path PT2 in this order, and reaches the outdoor heat exchanger 11 as low-
temperature low-pressure liquid. In more detail, the refrigerant condensed in the indoor heat exchanger 12 expands in
the expansion valve 15, passes through the cooling jacket 20, further expands also in the capillary tube 16, and reaches
the outdoor heat exchanger 11. In this process, the refrigerant flowing out from the expansion valve 15 to reach the
capillary tube 16 cools the cooling jacket 20, and thus cools the secondary object to be cooled 30 provided on the cooling
jacket 20.
[0051] In both of the above-described operations during cooling and heating, the refrigerant expands in two steps
while passing through the expansion valve 15 and the capillary tube 16 on the path PT2. Then, as the refrigerant expands,
the pressure of the refrigerant decreases and the temperature of the refrigerant also decreases.
[0052] Accordingly, during cooling operation, for example, the temperature T1 of the refrigerant when flowing out from
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the capillary tube 16 into the expansion valve 15 is an intermediate temperature between the temperature of the high-
temperature high-pressure refrigerant before flowing into the capillary tube 16 and the temperature of the low-temperature
low-pressure refrigerant after flowing out of the expansion valve 15. It is thus possible to avoid a decrease in the
refrigerant’s temperature T1 to or below the dew point, and to prevent condensation in the vicinity of the cooling jacket 20.
[0053] Also, during heating operation, the temperature T2 of the refrigerant when flowing out from the expansion valve
15 into the capillary tube 16 is an intermediate temperature between the temperature of the high-temperature high-
pressure refrigerant before flowing into the expansion valve 15 and the temperature of the low-temperature low-pressure
refrigerant after flowing out of the capillary tube 16. It is thus possible to avoid a decrease in the refrigerant’s temperature
T2 to or below the dew point, and to prevent condensation in the vicinity of the cooling jacket 20.
[0054] In particular, in both of cooling and heating operations, the temperatures T1 and T2 of the refrigerant flowing
between the expansion valve 15 and the capillary tube 16 are intermediate between the temperature of high-temperature
high-pressure refrigerant and the temperature of low-temperature low-pressure refrigerant, and they are higher than
those of the low-temperature low-pressure refrigerant. Accordingly, in both of cooling and heating operations, it is possible
to avoid a decrease in the refrigerant’s temperature T1 to or below the dew point, and to prevent condensation in the
vicinity of the cooling jacket 20.
[0055] Also, with the two expansion mechanisms of the heat exchange system 1A (i.e. the expansion valve 15 and
the capillary tube 16), one expansion mechanism or the capillary tube 16 is a fixed throttle, but the other expansion
mechanism or the expansion valve 15 is a variable throttle. Accordingly, in the heat exchange system 1A, the adjustment
of temperature in the cooling jacket 20 is easier than when two fixed throttles (e.g. two capillary tubes) are provided as
two expansion mechanisms. It is thus possible to more certainly prevent condensation in the vicinity of the cooling jacket
20.
[0056] More specifically, the valve lift of the expansion valve 15 can be varied by the controller 50 (see FIG. 2) of the
heat exchange system 1A according to the relative humidity in the vicinity of the cooling jacket 20 measured by the
condensation sensor 40.
[0057] For example, during heating operation, the valve lift of the expansion valve 15 can be increased (in other words,
the flow rate in the expansion valve 15 can be increased) as the relative humidity measured by the condensation sensor
40 increases. This suppresses the amount of pressure reduction and the temperature decrease in the expansion valve
15, to suppress the decrease in the intermediate temperature Tl, thus preventing condensation.
[0058] Also, during cooling operation, the valve lift of the expansion valve 15 can be reduced (in other words, the flow
rate in the expansion valve 15 can be reduced) as the relative humidity measured by the condensation sensor 40
increases. This reduces the total flow rate of the refrigerant, and reduces the amount of pressure reduction and the
temperature decrease in the capillary tube 16, to suppress the decrease in temperature in the capillary tube 16. This
suppresses the decrease in intermediate temperature Tl, thus preventing condensation.
[0059] Such operations of adjusting the valve lift of the expansion valve 15 make it possible to more certainly prevent
condensation in the vicinity of the cooling jacket 20.
[0060] Also, in the heat exchange system 1 A, the relatively expensive expansion valve 15 is used as one of the two
expansion mechanisms, but the relatively inexpensive capillary tube 16 is used as the other expansion mechanism. This
avoids an increase in cost of the heat exchange system 1 A.

<2. Second Example>

[0061] A second example is a modification of the first example.
[0062] As shown in FIG. 3, on a path TP2 connecting an outdoor heat exchanger 11 and an indoor heat exchanger
12 in a heat exchange system 1B of the second preferred embodiment, an expansion valve 15, a cooling jacket 20, and
a capillary tube 16 are located in a reverse order to those of the first preferred example. That is, the cooling jacket 20
is located on the path PT2, and the expansion valve 15 is located between the cooling jacket 20 and the outdoor heat
exchanger 11, and the capillary tube 16 is located between the cooling jacket 20 and the indoor heat exchanger 12.
[0063] Like the heat exchange system 1A, the heat exchange system 1B thus configured, too, makes it possible to
prevent condensation in the vicinity of the cooling jacket 20 while avoiding an increase in cost.
[0064] Also, in the heat exchange system 1B, the condensation can be more certainly prevented by changing the
valve lift of the expansion valve 15 according to the relative humidity in the vicinity of the cooling jacket 20 measured by
a condensation sensor 40.
[0065] For example, during cooling operation, the valve lift of the expansion valve 15 can be increased (in other words,
the flow rate in the expansion valve 15 can be increased) as the relative humidity measured by the condensation sensor
40 increases. This suppresses the amount of pressure reduction and the temperature decrease in the expansion valve
15, to suppress the decrease in the intermediate temperature T1, thus preventing condensation.
[0066] Also, during heating operation, the valve lift of the expansion valve 15 can be reduced (in other words, the flow
rate in the expansion valve 15 can be reduced) as the relative humidity measured by the condensation sensor 40
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increases. This reduces the total flow rate of the refrigerant, and reduces the amount of pressure reduction and the
temperature decrease in the capillary tube 16, to suppress the decrease in temperature in the capillary tube 16. This
suppresses the decrease in intermediate temperature Tl, thus preventing condensation.

<3. First Preferred Embodiment >

[0067] A first preferred embodiment is a modification of the first example.
[0068] As shown in FIG. 4, in a heat exchange system 1C of the third preferred embodiment, a bypass passage PT3
is provided to connect a branch position B1 on the side of one end of the capillary tube 16 and a branch position B2 on
the side of the other end of the capillary tube 16. This bypass passage PT3 is a passage that connects the two branch
positions B1 and B2 in parallel with the capillary tube 16.
[0069] A check valve 17 is provided on the bypass passage. Thus, the capillary tube 16 and the check valve 17 are
both located between the outdoor heat exchanger 11 and the cooling jacket 20.
[0070] The check valve 17 restricts the direction of flow of the refrigerant. Specifically, the branch position B1 is located
on the side of one of both ends of the capillary tube 16 that is separated farther from the cooling jacket 20, and the check
valve 17 allows the refrigerant to flow from the branch position B1 to the branch position B2 located on the side of the
end closer to the cooling jacket 20, and it blocks the flow of the refrigerant in the opposite direction. That is, the check
valve 17 is provided such that the refrigerant flows only in the direction from the branch position B1 to the branch position
B2.
[0071] Accordingly, when the refrigerant passes on the path PT2 from the outdoor heat exchanger 11 to the indoor
heat exchanger 12 during cooling operation, the refrigerant flows to the cooling jacket 20 through the check valve 17
without through the capillary tube 16. Accordingly, during cooling operation, the temperature Tl of the refrigerant passing
through the cooling jacket 20 is approximately equal to that of the high-temperature high-pressure refrigerant flowing
out from the outdoor heat exchanger
11. This avoids a decrease in the refrigerant’s temperature Tl to or below the dew point, and prevents condensation in
the vicinity of the cooling jacket 20.
[0072] During heating operation, operations similar to those described in the first preferred example are performed.
In particular, when the refrigerant passes on the path PT2 from the cooling jacket 20 to the outdoor heat exchanger 11,
the refrigerant flows through the capillary tube 16 without through the check valve 17.
[0073] The heat exchange system 1C thus configured also prevents condensation in the vicinity of the cooling jacket
20 while avoiding an increase in cost. Additionally providing the check valve 17 as shown in the heat exchange system
1C involves lower costs than when two expansion valves 15 are provided.
[0074] Also, the heat exchange system 1C is capable of more certainly preventing condensation both during cooling
and heating operations. In particular, during the summer when the system is used for cooling, outside air is often hot
and humid; however, even under such circumstances, the cooling jacket 20 is kept at relatively high temperatures and
condensation is more certainly prevented. That is, it is possible to more certainly prevent condensation during cooling
operation.
[0075] Also, providing the check valve 17 as described above eliminates the need to consider the amount of pressure
reduction in the capillary tube 16 during cooling operation, and what is needed is just to consider the amount of pressure
reduction (and the amount of temperature decrease) in the capillary tube 16 during heating operation. That is, a capillary
tube having an amount of pressure reduction suitable for preventing condensation during heating operation can be
adopted as the capillary tube 16.

< 2. Second Preferred Embodiment >

[0076] A fourth preferred embodiment is a modification of the configuration of the second preferred example, to which
the idea of the third preferred embodiment is applied.
[0077] FIG. 5 is a conceptual diagram illustrating the configuration of a heat exchange system 1D according to the
fourth preferred embodiment.
[0078] As shown in FIG. 5, like the heat exchange system 1B (see FIG. 3) of the second preferred example, the heat
exchange system 1D includes an expansion valve 15 provided between a cooling jacket 20 and an outdoor heat exchanger
11, and a capillary tube 16 provided between the cooling jacket 20 and an indoor heat exchanger 12.
[0079] The heat exchange system 1D further includes a bypass passage PT4 provided to connect a branch position
B3 on the side of one end of the capillary tube 16 and a branch position B4 on the side of the other end of the capillary
tube 16. This bypass passage PT4 is a passage that connects the two branch positions B3 and B4 in parallel with the
capillary tube 16.
[0080] A check valve 17 is provided on the bypass passage. Thus, the capillary tube 16 and the check valve 17 are
both located between the indoor heat exchanger 12 and the cooling jacket 20.
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[0081] The check valve 17 restricts the direction of flow of the refrigerant. Specifically, the branch position B3 is located
at one of both ends of the capillary tube 16 that is separated farther from the cooling jacket 20, and the check valve 17
allows the refrigerant to flow from the branch position B3 to the branch position B4 at the end closer to the cooling jacket
20, and it blocks the flow, of the refrigerant in the opposite direction. That is, the check valve 17 is located such that the
refrigerant flows only in the direction from the branch position B3 to the branch position B4.
[0082] Accordingly, when the refrigerant passes on the path PT2 from the indoor heat exchanger 12 to the outdoor
heat exchanger 11 during heating operation, the refrigerant flows to the cooling jacket 20 through the check valve 17
without through the capillary tube 16. Accordingly, during heating operation, the temperature T2 of the refrigerant passing
through the cooling jacket 20 is approximately equal to that of the high-temperature high-pressure refrigerant flowing
out from the indoor heat exchanger 12. This avoids a decrease in the refrigerant’s temperature T2 to or below the dew
point, and prevents condensation in the vicinity of the cooling jacket 20.
[0083] During cooling operation, operations similar to those described in the second preferred embodiment are per-
formed. In particular, when the refrigerant passes on the path PT2 from the cooling jacket 20 to the indoor heat exchanger
12, the refrigerant flows through the capillary tube 16 without through the check valve 17.
[0084] The heat exchange system 1D thus configured also prevents condensation in the vicinity of the cooling jacket
20 while avoiding an increase in cost.
[0085] Also, the heat exchange system 1D is capable of more certainly preventing condensation both in cooling and
heating operations. In particular, condensation is more certainly prevented by keeping the cooling jacket 20 at relatively
high temperatures during heating operation. That is, the condensation is more certainly prevented during heating oper-
ation.
[0086] Furthermore, there is no need to consider the amount of pressure reduction in the capillary tube 16 during
heating operation, and what is needed is just to consider the amount of pressure reduction in the capillary tube 16 during
cooling operation. That is, a capillary tube having an amount of pressure reduction suitable for preventing condensation
during cooling operation can be adopted as the capillary tube 16.

<5. Third Example>

[0087] A third example is a modification of the first example. FIG. 6 is a conceptual diagram illustrating the configuration
of a heat exchange system 1E of the third example.
[0088] The heat exchange system 1E has commonality with the heat exchange system 1A of the first example in that
an expansion valve 15 is provided on a path PT2 between a cooling jacket 20 and an indoor heat exchanger 12, but it
differs from the heat exchange system 1A in that a capillary tube is provided inside the cooling jacket 20.
[0089] In this heat exchange system 1E, the cooling jacket 20 for cooling the object to be cooled 30 has a capillary
tube 18 as part of the piping inserted through inside the cooling jacket 20. In more detail, the capillary tube 18 is provided
in a position closer to the indoor heat exchanger 12, in the piping inserted through the cooling jacket 20.
[0090] This heat exchange system 1E is also capable of preventing condensation in the vicinity of the cooling jacket
20 while avoiding an increase in cost.
[0091] In this case, in the cooling jacket 20, condensation is most likely to occur in the vicinity of the outlet of the
capillary tube 18 that is located on the side closer to the outdoor heat exchanger 11. It is therefore preferable, in order
to prevent condensation, to attach the object to be cooled 30 as far as possible from the outlet of the capillary tube 18
on the side of the outdoor heat exchanger 11. Specifically, it is preferable to attach the object to be cooled 30 in the
cooling jacket 20 in a position opposite to the outlet of the capillary tube 18 on the side closer to the outdoor heat
exchanger 11, e.g. in a position closer to the expansion valve 15.
[0092] FIG. 6 illustrates a structure in which the capillary tube 18 is provided as part of the piping inserted through
inside the cooling jacket 20, but this is illustrative and not restrictive. For example, the capillary tube 18 may be provided
as the entirety of the piping inserted through inside the cooling jacket 20.

<6. Fourth Example>

[0093] A fourth preferred example is a modification of the second example. FIG. 7 is a conceptual diagram illustrating
the configuration of a heat exchange system 1F of the fourth preferred example.
[0094] The heat exchange system 1F has commonality with the heat exchange system 1B of the second example in
that an expansion valve 15 is provided on a path PT2 between a cooling jacket 20 and an outdoor heat exchanger 11,
but it differs from the heat exchange system 1B in that a capillary tube is provided inside the cooling jacket 20.
[0095] In this heat exchange system 1F, the cooling jacket 20 for cooling the object to be cooled 30 has a capillary
tube 18 as piping inserted through the cooling jacket 20.
[0096] This heat exchange system 1F is also capable of preventing condensation in the vicinity of the cooling jacket
20 while avoiding an increase in cost.
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[0097] FIG. 7 illustrates a structure in which part of the inserted through inside the cooling jacket 20 functions as the
capillary tube 18, but this is illustrative and not restrictive. For example, the entirety of the piping inserted through inside
the cooling jacket 20 may function as the capillary tube 18.

<7. Fifth Example>

[0098] A fifth example is a modification of the first example. A heat exchange system 1F of the seventh preferred
embodiment has a configuration like that of the heat exchange system 1A of the first example. However, the presence
of a fan 11F of the outdoor heat exchanger 11 and a fan 12F of the indoor heat exchanger 12 is depicted clearly. It does
not mean that the other heat exchange systems 1A to 1E do not need the fans 11F and 12F, but FIGS. 1 to 7 do not
show them just because describing the operations of the fans 11F and 12F was not necessary in the first to fourth
examples and first and second preferred embodiments where the heat exchange systems 1A to 1E are described.
[0099] The fifth example illustrates a technique for more certainly preventing condensation by appropriately changing
the speeds of rotation of the fans 11F and 12F.
[0100] A controller 50 of the heat exchange system of the seventh preferred example judges whether the possibility
of occurrence of condensation in the vicinity of the cooling jacket 20 is at or higher than a given level, or not, on the
basis of the measurements by a condensation sensor 40. More specifically, the possibility of condensation can be judged
to be at or more than a given level when a condition Cl that the relative humidity measured by the condensation sensor
40 is larger than a given threshold (e.g. 90%) is satisfied.
[0101] When judging that the possibility of condensation is at or more than a given level, the controller 50 changes
the speeds of rotation of the fans 11F and 12F so that the temperature of the refrigerant in the vicinity of the cooling
jacket 20 rises.
[0102] Specifically, operations shown below are performed depending on the condition of operation (depending on
whether the operation is cooling or heating).
[0103] First, the operation during cooling will be described. Table 1 illustrates variations of rotating speeds of the fans
11F and 12F during cooling operation.

[0104] As shown in Table 1, the speed of rotation of the fan 11F of the outdoor heat exchanger 11 can be reduced
when the condition C1 is judged to be satisfied during cooling operation. For example, the speed of rotation of the fan
11F can be reduced by a given amount ΔV1(-ΔV1). Then, the temperature of the refrigerant becomes relatively outdoor
heat exchanger 11, and the occurrence of condensation in the vicinity of the cooling jacket 20 is more certainly prevented
during heating operation.
[0105] In place of "increasing the speed of rotation of the fan 11F", the speed of rotation of the fan of the indoor heat
exchanger 12 may be reduced. For example, when the condition C1 is judged to be satisfied during heating operation,
the speed of rotation of the fan 12F may be reduced by a given amount ΔV4(-ΔV4). Then, the temperature of the
refrigerant becomes relatively high because of a reduction in the amount of heat dissipation into the indoors in the indoor
heat exchanger 12, and the occurrence of condensation in the vicinity of the cooling jacket 20 is more certainly prevented
during heating operation.
[0106] Alternatively, both of the operations of "increasing the speed of rotation of the fan 11F" and "reducing the speed
of rotation of the fan 12F" may be conducted when the condition C1 is judged to be satisfied during heating operation.

<8. Others>

[0107] The fifth example has described an example which, in the first preferred embodiment, varies the speed of
rotation of at least one of the fan 11F of the outdoor heat exchanger 11 and the fan 12F of the indoor heat exchanger
12, but this is illustrative and not restrictive. For example, the idea of the fifth example may be applied to the first to fourth
examples and first and second preferred embodiments. Specifically, in the heat exchange systems 1E and 1F, the speed
of rotation of at least one of the fan 11F and the fan 12F may be varied when the possibility of condensation in the vicinity
of the cooling jacket 20 is judged to be at or higher than a given level.
[0108] Also, the fifth example has described an example that varies the speed(s) of rotation of the fan 11F and/or the
fan 12F by given amounts (-ΔV1, +ΔV2, -ΔV3, +ΔV4) when the possibility of condensation in the vicinity of the cooling

[Table 1]

<During Cooling Operation>

Rotating speed of fan 11F Rotating speed of fan 12F

Condition C1 satisfied Reduce (-ΔV1) Increase (+ΔV2)
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jacket 20 is judged to be at or higher than a given level, but this is illustrative and not restrictive. For example, the
possibility of condensation may be estimated in multiple levels and the amount of variation of rotating speed may be
varied according to the level. In more detail, the amount of variation of the rotating speed(s) may be enlarged as the
possibility of condensation increases. This more certainly prevents condensation.
[0109] Also, the first example etc. have described examples in which the valve lift of the expansion valve 15 is varied
according to the relative humidity measured by the condensation sensor 40, without considering the possibility of con-
densation, but this is illustrative and not restrictive. For example, the valve lift of the expansion valve 15 may be varied
when the possibility of condensation is judged to be at or higher than a given level.
[0110] Also, the examples and preferred embodiments above have described examples in which the condensation
sensor 40 is provided in the vicinity of the cooling jacket 20 and a judgment is made as to whether the possibility of
condensation is at or higher than a given level, or not, but this is illustrative and not restrictive. For example, a configuration
as illustrated below may be adopted.
[0111] Specifically, an outdoor temperature sensor and an outdoor humidity sensor are provided in the vicinity of the
outdoor heat exchanger 11, and the temperature of dew point of outside air is calculated on the basis of the temperature
measured by the outdoor temperature sensor and the humidity measured by the outdoor humidity sensor. At the same
time, a temperature sensor is further provided in the vicinity of the cooling jacket 20 (for example, on a surface of the
object to be cooled 30) to measure the temperature in the vicinity of the cooling jacket 20. Then, the possibility of
condensation can be judged to be at or higher than a given level when the temperature measured in the vicinity of the
cooling jacket 20 is lower than the dew-point temperature of outside air.
is judged to be at or higher than a given level, but this is illustrative and not restrictive. For example, the possibility of
condensation may be estimated in multiple levels and the amount of variation of rotating speed may be varied according
to the level. In more detail, the amount of variation of the rotating speed(s) may be enlarged as the possibility of con-
densation increases. This more certainly prevents condensation.
[0112] Also, the first example etc. have described examples in which the valve lift of the expansion valve 15 is varied
according to the relative humidity measured by the condensation sensor 40, without considering the possibility of con-
densation, but this is illustrative and not restrictive. For example, the valve lift of the expansion valve 15 may be varied
when the possibility of condensation is judged to be at or higher than a given level.
[0113] Also, the examples and preferred embodiments above have described examples in which the condensation
sensor 40 is provided in the vicinity of the cooling jacket 20 and a judgment is made as to whether the possibility of
condensation is at or higher than a given level, or not, but this is illustrative and not restrictive. For example, a configuration
as illustrated below may be adopted.
[0114] Specifically, an outdoor temperature sensor and an outdoor humidity sensor are provided in the vicinity of the
outdoor heat exchanger 11, and the temperature of dew point of outside air is calculated on the basis of the temperature
measured by the outdoor temperature sensor and the humidity measured by the outdoor humidity sensor. At the same
time, a temperature sensor is further provided in the vicinity of the cooling jacket 20 (for example, on a surface of the
object to be cooled 30) to measure the temperature in the vicinity of the cooling jacket 20. Then, the possibility of
condensation can be judged to be at or higher than a given level when the temperature measured in the vicinity of the
cooling jacket 20 is lower than the dew-point temperature of outside air.
[0115] In such a configuration, without providing an outdoor humidity sensor, the relative humidity of outside air may
be assumed to be a given value (e.g. 90%), and the dew-point temperature may be calculated by using the assumed
value of outside air humidity and the measured value of outside air temperature.
[0116] While the invention has been described in detail, the foregoing description is in all aspects illustrative and not
restrictive.

Claims

1. A heat exchange system (1A to 1D) comprising:

a first heat exchanger (11);
a second heat exchanger (12);
a compressor (13) provided on a first path (PT1) that is one of two paths connecting said first heat exchanger
and said second heat exchanger, said compressor compressing a refrigerant; a switching valve (14) which is
provided on the first path (PT1) to selectively connect the discharge side (131) of the compressor (13) to the
first heat exchanger (11) and the second heat exchanger (12),
a variable throttle (15) provided on a second path (PT2) of the two paths connecting said first heat exchanger
and said second heat exchanger, said second path being a path opposite to the path on which said compressor
is provided;



EP 2 083 229 B1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

a further throttle (16) provided on said second path; and
a cooling element (20) that is provided on said second path and that cools an object to be cooled (30),
said cooling element (20) being located between said variable throttle (15) and said further throttle (16), char-
acterised in that said further throttle (16) is a fixed throttle (16), and
the heat exchange system further comprises a check valve (17) provided on a bypass passage that connects
a first branch position (B1; B3) and a second branch position (B2; B4) in parallel with said fixed throttle, said
first branch position being on a side of one end of said fixed throttle (16) and said second branch position being
on a side of the other end of said fixed throttle,
wherein said check valve is provided to allow said refrigerant to flow from said first branch position (B1; B3) on
the side of the both ends of said fixed throttle (16) that is farther from said cooling element to said second branch
position (B2; B4) on the side of the both ends of said fixed throttle that is closer to said cooling element.

2. The heat exchange system (1C) according to claim 1,
wherein said first heat exchanger (11) functions as a condenser during cooling operation, and
said fixed throttle (16) and check valve (17) are both provided between said first heat exchanger (11) and said
cooling element (20).

3. The heat exchange system (1D) according to claim 1,
wherein said second heat exchanger (12) functions as a condenser during heating operation, and
said fixed throttle (16) and check valve (17) are both provided between said second heat exchanger (12) and said
cooling element (20).

4. The heat exchange system (1A; 1C) according to any of claims 1 to 3,
wherein said variable throttle (15) is provided between said second heat exchanger (12) and said cooling element
(20), and
during heating operation, a flow rate of said variable throttle is increased when a possibility of condensation in a
vicinity of said cooling element is judged to be at or higher than a given level.

5. The heat exchange system (1A; 1C) according to any of claims 1 to 3,
wherein said variable throttle (15) is provided between said second heat exchanger (12) and said cooling element
(20), and
during cooling operation, a flow rate of said variable throttle is reduced when a possibility of condensation in a vicinity
of said cooling element is judged to be at or higher than a given level.

6. The heat exchange system (1B; 1D) according to any of claims 1 and 3,
wherein said variable throttle (15) is provided between said first heat exchanger (11) and said cooling element (20),
and
during heating operation, a flow rate of said variable throttle is reduced when a possibility of condensation in a
vicinity of said cooling element is judged to be at or higher than a given level.

7. The heat exchange system (1B; 1D) according to any of claims 1 and 3,
wherein said variable throttle (15) is provided between said first heat exchanger (11) and said cooling element (20),
and
during cooling operation, a flow rate of said variable throttle is increased when a possibility of condensation in a
vicinity of said cooling element is judged to be at or higher than a given level.

8. The heat exchange system according to any of claims 1 to 7, further comprising controlling means (50) that varies
a speed of rotation of a fan of at least one of said first heat exchanger and said second heat exchanger when a
possibility of condensation in a vicinity of said cooling element is judged to be at or higher than a given level.

9. The heat exchange system according to claim 8 in dependency of any one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein said first heat exchanger (11) is an outdoor heat exchanger that is provided outdoors,
said second heat exchanger (12) is an indoor heat exchanger that is provided indoors, and
said controlling means reduces the speed of rotation of the fan (11F) of said first heat exchanger (11) when the
possibility of condensation in the vicinity of said cooling element is judged to be at or higher than the given level
during cooling operation.

10. The heat exchange system according to claim 8 in dependency of any one of claims 1 to 3,
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wherein said first heat exchanger (11) is an outdoor heat exchanger that is provided outdoors,
said second heat exchanger (12) is an indoor heat exchanger that is provided indoors, and
said controlling means increases the speed of rotation of the fan (12F) of said second heat exchanger (12) when
the possibility of condensation in the vicinity of said cooling element is judged to be at or higher than the given level
during cooling operation.

11. The heat exchange system according to claim 8 in dependency of any one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein said first heat exchanger (11) is an outdoor heat exchanger that is provided outdoors,
said second heat exchanger (12) is an indoor heat exchanger that is provided indoors, and
said controlling means increases the speed of rotation of the fan (11F) of said first heat exchanger (11) when the
possibility of condensation in the vicinity of said cooling element is judged to be at or higher than the given level
during heating operation.

12. The heat exchange system according to claim 8 in dependency of any one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein said first heat exchanger (11) is an outdoor heat exchanger that is provided outdoors,
said second heat exchanger (12) is an indoor heat exchanger that is provided indoors, and
said controlling means reduces the speed of rotation of the fan (12F) of said second heat exchanger (12) when the
possibility of condensation in the vicinity of said cooling element is judged to be at or higher than the given level
during heating operation.

13. The heat exchange system according to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein said fixed throttle is a capillary tube.

14. The heat exchange system according to any one of claims 1 to 3, wherein said variable throttle is an opening/closing
expansion valve capable of adjustment of a valve lift.

Patentansprüche

1. Wärmetauschsystem (1A bis 1D), umfassend:

einen ersten Wärmetauscher (11);
einen zweiten Wärmetauscher (12);
einen Kompressor (13), der auf einem ersten Pfad (PT1) bereitgestellt ist, der einer von zwei Pfaden ist, die
den ersten Wärmetauscher und den zweiten Wärmetauscher verbinden, wobei der Kompressor ein Kältemittel
verdichtet; ein Schaltungsventil (14), das auf dem ersten Pfad (PT1) bereitgestellt ist, um die Ablassseite (131)
des Kompressors (13) selektiv mit dem ersten Wärmetauscher (11) und dem zweiten Wärmetauscher (12) zu
verbinden,
eine variable Drossel (15), die auf einem zweiten Pfad (PT2) der zwei Pfade, die den ersten Wärmetauscher
und den zweiten Wärmetauscher verbinden, bereitgestellt ist, wobei der zweite Pfad ein Pfad gegenüber dem
Pfad ist, auf dem der Kompressor bereitgestellt ist;
eine weitere Drossel (16), die auf dem zweiten Pfad bereitgestellt ist; und
ein Kühlelement (20), das auf dem zweiten Pfad bereitgestellt ist und ein zu kühlendes Objekt (30) kühlt,
wobei das Kühlelement (20) zwischen der variablen Drossel (15) und der weiteren Drossel (16) liegt,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die weitere Drossel (16) eine feststehende Drossel (16) ist und
das Wärmetauschsystem weiter ein Rückschlagventil (17) umfasst, das auf einem Bypass-Durchgang bereit-
gestellt ist, der eine erste Abzweigungsposition (B1; B3) und eine zweite Abzweigungsposition (B2; B4) parallel
zu der feststehenden Drossel verbindet, wobei die erste Abzweigungsposition an einer Seite eines Endes der
feststehenden Drossel (16) liegt und die zweite Abzweigungsposition an einer Seite des anderen Endes der
feststehenden Drossel liegt,
wobei das Rückschlagventil bereitgestellt ist, um das Kältemittel von der ersten Abzweigungsposition (B1; B3)
an der Seite der beiden Enden der feststehenden Drossel (16), die weiter von dem Kühlelement entfernt ist,
zur zweiten Abzweigungsposition (B2; B4) an der Seite der beiden Enden der feststehenden Drossel, die dem
Kühlelement näher ist, strömen zu lassen.

2. Wärmetauschsystem (1C) nach Anspruch 1,
wobei der erste Wärmetauscher (11) während eines Kühlbetriebs als ein Kondensator dient und
die feststehende Drossel (16) und das Rückschlagventil (17) beide zwischen dem ersten Wärmetauscher (11) und
dem Kühlelement (20) bereitgestellt sind.
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3. Wärmetauschsystem (1D) nach Anspruch 1,
wobei der zweite Wärmetauscher (12) während eines Heizbetriebs als ein Kondensator dient und
die feststehende Drossel (16) und das Rückschlagventil (17) beide zwischen dem zweiten Wärmetauscher (12) und
dem Kühlelement (20) bereitgestellt sind.

4. Wärmetauschsystem (1A; 1C) nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3,
wobei die variable Drossel (15) zwischen dem zweiten Wärmetauscher (12) und dem Kühlelement (20) bereitgestellt
ist und
während eines Heizbetriebs eine Strömungsrate der variablen Drossel erhöht wird, wenn eine Möglichkeit einer
Kondensation in einer Nähe des Kühlelements als auf oder über einem bestimmten Niveau liegend beurteilt wird.

5. Wärmetauschsystem (1A; 1C) nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3,
wobei die variable Drossel (15) zwischen dem zweiten Wärmetauscher (12) und dem Kühlelement (20) bereitgestellt
ist und
während eines Kühlbetriebs eine Strömungsrate der variablen Drossel verringert wird, wenn eine Möglichkeit einer
Kondensation in einer Nähe des Kühlelements als auf oder über einem bestimmten Niveau liegend beurteilt wird.

6. Wärmetauschsystem (1B, 1D) nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3,
wobei die variable Drossel (15) zwischen dem ersten Wärmetauscher (11) und dem Kühlelement (20) bereitgestellt
ist und
während eines Heizbetriebs eine Strömungsrate der variablen Drossel verringert wird, wenn eine Möglichkeit einer
Kondensation in einer Nähe des Kühlelements als auf oder über einem bestimmten Niveau liegend beurteilt wird.

7. Wärmetauschsystem (1B, 1D) nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3,
wobei die variable Drossel (15) zwischen dem ersten Wärmetauscher (11) und dem Kühlelement (20) bereitgestellt
ist und
während eines Kühlbetriebs eine Strömungsrate der variablen Drossel erhöht wird, wenn eine Möglichkeit einer
Kondensation in einer Nähe des Kühlelements als auf oder über einem bestimmten Niveau liegend beurteilt wird.

8. Wärmetauschsystem nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 7, weiter umfassend eine Steuerungseinrichtung (50), die
eine Drehzahl eines Gebläses von zumindest einem von dem ersten Wärmetauscher und dem zweiten Wärmetau-
scher variiert, wenn eine Möglichkeit einer Kondensation in einer Nähe des Kühlelements als auf oder über einem
bestimmten Niveau liegend beurteilt wird.

9. Wärmetauschsystem nach Anspruch 8 in Abhängigkeit von einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3,
wobei der erste Wärmetauscher (11) ein Außenwärmetauscher ist, der im Freien bereitgestellt ist,
der zweite Wärmetauscher (12) ein Innenraumwärmetauscher ist, der in Innenräumen bereitgestellt ist, und
die Steuerungseinrichtung die Drehzahl des Gebläses (11F) des ersten Wärmetauschers (11) verringert, wenn die
Möglichkeit einer Kondensation in der Nähe des Kühlelements während eines Kühlbetriebs als auf oder über einem
bestimmten Niveau liegend beurteilt wird.

10. Wärmetauschsystem nach Anspruch 8 in Abhängigkeit von einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3,
wobei der erste Wärmetauscher (11) ein Außenwärmetauscher ist, der im Freien bereitgestellt ist,
der zweite Wärmetauscher (12) ein Innenraumwärmetauscher ist, der in Innenräumen bereitgestellt ist, und
die Steuerungseinrichtung die Drehzahl des Gebläses (12F) des zweiten Wärmetauschers (12) erhöht, wenn die
Möglichkeit einer Kondensation in der Nähe des Kühlelements während eines Kühlbetriebs als auf oder über einem
bestimmten Niveau liegend beurteilt wird.

11. Wärmetauschsystem nach Anspruch 8 in Abhängigkeit von einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3,
wobei der erste Wärmetauscher (11) ein Außenwärmetauscher ist, der im Freien bereitgestellt ist,
der zweite Wärmetauscher (12) ein Innenraumwärmetauscher ist, der in Innenräumen bereitgestellt ist, und
die Steuerungseinrichtung die Drehzahl des Gebläses (11F) des ersten Wärmetauschers (11) erhöht, wenn die
Möglichkeit einer Kondensation in der Nähe des Kühlelements während eines Heizbetriebs als auf oder über einem
bestimmten Niveau liegend beurteilt wird.

12. Wärmetauschsystem nach Anspruch 8 in Abhängigkeit von einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3,
wobei der erste Wärmetauscher (11) ein Außenwärmetauscher ist, der im Freien bereitgestellt ist,
der zweite Wärmetauscher (12) ein Innenraumwärmetauscher ist, der in Innenräumen bereitgestellt ist, und
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die Steuerungseinrichtung die Drehzahl des Gebläses (12F) des zweiten Wärmetauschers (12) verringert, wenn
die Möglichkeit einer Kondensation in der Nähe des Kühlelements während eines Heizbetriebs als auf oder über
einem bestimmten Niveau liegend beurteilt wird.

13. Wärmetauschsystem nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei die feststehende Drossel ein Kapillarrohr ist.

14. Wärmetauschsystem nach einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei die variable Drossel ein Öffnungs-/Schließexpan-
sionsventil ist, das zur Einstellung eines Ventilhubs imstande ist.

Revendications

1. Système d’échange de chaleur (1A à 1D) comprenant :

un premier échangeur de chaleur (11) ;
un second échangeur de chaleur (12) ;
un compresseur (13) prévu sur un premier trajet (PT1) qui est un des deux trajets raccordant ledit premier
échangeur de chaleur et ledit second échangeur de chaleur, ledit compresseur compressant un réfrigérant;
une valve de commutation (14) qui est prévue sur le premier trajet (PT1) pour raccorder sélectivement le côté
d’évacuation (131) du compresseur (13) au premier échangeur de chaleur (11) et au second échangeur de
chaleur (12),
un étranglement variable (15) prévu sur un second trajet (PT2) des deux trajets raccordant ledit premier échan-
geur de chaleur et ledit second échangeur de chaleur, ledit second trajet étant un trajet opposé au trajet sur
lequel ledit compresseur est prévu ;
un autre étranglement (16) prévu sur ledit second trajet ; et
un élément de refroidissement (20) qui est prévu sur ledit second trajet et qui refroidit un objet à refroidir (30),
ledit élément de refroidissement (20) étant situé entre ledit étranglement variable (15) et ledit autre étranglement
(16),
caractérisé en ce que ledit autre étranglement (16) est un étranglement fixé (16), et
le système d’échange de chaleur comprend en outre
un clapet antiretour (17) prévu sur un passage de dérivation qui raccorde une première position de bifurcation
(B1; B3) et une seconde position de bifurcation (B2 ; B4) en parallèle dudit étranglement fixé, ladite première
position de bifurcation étant sur un côté d’une extrémité dudit étranglement fixé (16) et ladite seconde position
de bifurcation étant sur un côté de l’autre extrémité dudit étranglement fixé,
dans lequel ledit clapet antiretour est prévu pour permettre audit réfrigérant de s’écouler de ladite première
position de bifurcation (B1; B3) sur le côté des deux extrémités dudit étranglement fixé (16) qui est plus loin
dudit élément de refroidissement à ladite seconde position de bifurcation (B2 ; B4) sur le côté des deux extrémités
dudit étranglement fixé qui est plus près dudit élément de refroidissement.

2. Système d’échange de chaleur (1C) selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel ledit premier échangeur de chaleur (11) fonctionne en tant que condensateur pendant l’opération de
refroidissement, et
lesdits étranglement fixé (16) et clapet antiretour (17) sont tous les deux prévus entre ledit premier échangeur de
chaleur (11) et ledit élément de refroidissement (20).

3. Système d’échange de chaleur (1D) selon la revendication 1,
dans lequel ledit second échangeur de chaleur (12) fonctionne en tant que condensateur pendant l’opération de
chauffage, et
lesdits étranglement fixé (16) et clapet antiretour (17) sont tous les deux prévus entre ledit second échangeur de
chaleur (12) et ledit élément de refroidissement (20).

4. Système d’échange de chaleur (1A; 1C) selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3,
dans lequel ledit étranglement variable (15) est prévu entre ledit second échangeur de chaleur (12) et ledit élément
de refroidissement (20), et
pendant l’opération de chauffage, un débit dudit étranglement variable est augmenté lorsqu’une possibilité de con-
densation à proximité dudit élément de refroidissement est jugée comme étant à ou plus élevée qu’un niveau donné.

5. Système d’échange de chaleur (1A; 1C) selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3,



EP 2 083 229 B1

15

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

dans lequel ledit étranglement variable (15) est prévu entre ledit second échangeur de chaleur (12) et ledit élément
de refroidissement (20), et
pendant l’opération de refroidissement, un débit dudit étranglement variable est réduit lorsqu’une possibilité de
condensation à proximité dudit élément de refroidissement est jugée comme étant à ou plus élevée qu’un niveau
donné.

6. Système d’échange de chaleur (1B ; 1D) selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 et 3,
dans lequel ledit étranglement variable (15) est prévu entre ledit premier échangeur de chaleur (11) et ledit élément
de refroidissement (20), et
pendant l’opération de chauffage, un débit dudit étranglement variable est réduit lorsqu’une possibilité de conden-
sation à proximité dudit élément de refroidissement est jugée comme étant à ou plus élevée qu’un niveau donné.

7. Système d’échange de chaleur (1B ; 1D) selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 et 3,
dans lequel ledit étranglement variable (15) est prévu entre ledit premier échangeur de chaleur (11) et ledit élément
de refroidissement (20), et
pendant l’opération de refroidissement, un débit dudit étranglement variable est augmenté lorsqu’une possibilité de
condensation à proximité dudit élément de refroidissement est jugée comme étant à ou plus élevée qu’un niveau
donné.

8. Système d’échange de chaleur selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 7, comprenant en outre un moyen
de commande (50) qui varie une vitesse de rotation d’un ventilateur d’au moins un dudit premier échangeur de
chaleur et dudit second échangeur de chaleur lorsqu’une possibilité de condensation à proximité dudit élément de
refroidissement est jugée comme étant à ou plus élevée qu’un niveau donné.

9. Système d’échange de chaleur selon la revendication 8 si elle dépend de l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3,
dans lequel ledit premier échangeur de chaleur (11) est un échangeur de chaleur extérieur qui est prévu à l’extérieur,
ledit second échangeur de chaleur (12) est un échangeur de chaleur intérieur qui est prévu à l’intérieur, et
ledit moyen de commande réduit la vitesse de rotation du ventilateur (11F) dudit premier échangeur de chaleur (11)
lorsque la possibilité de condensation à proximité dudit élément de refroidissement est jugée comme étant à ou
plus élevée que le niveau donné pendant l’opération de refroidissement.

10. Système d’échange de chaleur selon la revendication 8 si elle dépend de l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3,
dans lequel ledit premier échangeur de chaleur (11) est un échangeur de chaleur extérieur qui est prévu à l’extérieur,
ledit second échangeur de chaleur (12) est un échangeur de chaleur intérieur qui est prévu à l’intérieur, et
ledit moyen de commande augmente la vitesse de rotation du ventilateur (12F) dudit second échangeur de chaleur
(12) lorsque la possibilité de condensation à proximité dudit élément de refroidissement est jugée comme étant à
ou plus élevée que le niveau donné pendant l’opération de refroidissement.

11. Système d’échange de chaleur selon la revendication 8 si elle dépend de l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3,
dans lequel ledit premier échangeur de chaleur (11) est un échangeur de chaleur extérieur qui est prévu à l’extérieur,
ledit second échangeur de chaleur (12) est un échangeur de chaleur intérieur qui est prévu à l’intérieur, et
ledit moyen de commande augmente la vitesse de rotation du ventilateur (11F) dudit premier échangeur de chaleur
(11) lorsque la possibilité de condensation à proximité dudit élément de refroidissement est jugée comme étant à
ou plus élevée que le niveau donné pendant l’opération de chauffage.

12. Système d’échange de chaleur selon la revendication 8 si elle dépend de l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3,
dans lequel ledit premier échangeur de chaleur (11) est un échangeur de chaleur extérieur qui est prévu à l’extérieur,
ledit second échangeur de chaleur (12) est un échangeur de chaleur intérieur qui est prévu à l’intérieur, et
ledit moyen de commande réduit la vitesse de rotation du ventilateur (12F) dudit second échangeur de chaleur (12)
lorsque la possibilité de condensation à proximité dudit élément de refroidissement est jugée comme étant à ou
plus élevée que le niveau donné pendant l’opération de chauffage.

13. Système d’échange de chaleur selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel ledit étranglement
fixé est un tube capillaire.

14. Système d’échange de chaleur selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel ledit étranglement
variable est une valve d’expansion d’ouverture/de fermeture apte à ajuster une levée de valve.
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