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Description

Background of the Invention

Field of the Invention

[0001] This invention relates to an apparatus for, and
method of, determining an angle between an element
and a magnetic field. In particular, the invention relates
to the measurement, with a high degree of accuracy, of
the angle between the rotational axis of a rotating sample
holder, and the direction of the magnetic field in nuclear
magnetic resonance spectrometers, most particularly
when the nuclear magnetic resonance device is used for
analysis of solid-state samples.

Description of the Prior Art

[0002] In solid-state nuclear magnetic resonance
spectroscopy (NMR) experiments the sample and sam-
ple holder (such holder is also called a rotor) are often
rotated, around the principal axis of the rotor, at a precise

angle (usually  also known to those
skilled in the art of NMR spectroscopy as the "Magic An-
gle") with respect to the direction of the main magnetic
field. This technique can be used to increase the resolu-
tion achieved in a NMR experiment, improving the quality
and analysis of the spectrum generated. The quality of
data generated in such NMR experiments is highly sen-
sitive to deviations from the desired angle. Routine ex-
periments are sensitive to errors of around 60.1 °, and
some NMR experiments are extremely sensitive to a pre-
cise setting of this angle with deviations of ∼ 60.002°
adversely affecting the quality of spectrum generated.
[0003] When conducting an NMR experiment the rotor
is seated in the stator of a probe which is inserted into
the bore of the NMR magnet. The rotor and stator are
engineered to provide a precise fit of the rotor into the
stator with a tolerance of a few micrometers. The rotor
axis and stator axis are thus within millidegrees of abso-
lute alignment with each other. Usually the angle at which
the stator, and hence rotor, is held with respect to the
probe is adjusted mechanically by turning a knob on the
base of the NMR probe. Other adjustment systems may
also be used. The angle set between the stator axis and
magnetic field direction is estimated based on the orien-
tation of the probe with respect to the magnetic field di-
rection.
[0004] None of the currently available systems for ad-
justing rotor angle provide direct or sufficiently accurate
feedback on the actual angle between the magnetic field
direction and the stator axis or rotor axis. The only means
of directly and accurately measuring the angle between
the rotor axis and the magnetic field direction is to un-
dertake an NMR experiment followed by careful analysis
of the results to assess whether actual angle was, in fact,
at the intended angle setting. This analysis is a straight-

forward task for suitable operators as, for example, the
shape of the spectral lines generated is highly sensitive
to the spinning angle.
[0005] For these reasons, whilst the operator will seek
to position the rotor at the desired (specific) angle, there
is considerable difficulty in setting the angle between the
rotational axis and the direction of the magnetic field pre-
cisely within the desired error limits of ∼ 60.1° for many
NMR experiments, up to ∼ 60.002° for a number of par-
ticularly sensitive experiments. In practice setting the an-
gle to the desired value for a particular experiment is a
trial and error process. Furthermore, small angular devi-
ations from the desired spinning angle that may occur
due to mechanical slip or thermal expansion after the
angle has been set by the operator cannot be detected,
using currently known systems and methods, until the
NMR experiment has been completed and analysed.
[0006] This current limitation of NMR machines, with
respect to Solid State NMR (SS NMR) means that a re-
peated series of sequential experiments, analysis and
mechanical adjustment of the probe angle may be nec-
essary to achieve the desired angle and hence resolu-
tion. Thus the current inability to accurately measure and
therefore adjust rotor angle prior to commencing an NMR
experiment is detrimental in terms of both operator and
spectrophotometer time. Current technology also limits
usage of angle-sensitive NMR techniques to highly
skilled operators. Additionally, for short-lived samples,
there may be insufficient time to undertake such a series
of adjustments and the opportunity to collect data of a
precious sample may be lost. These factors limit the abil-
ity of such techniques to be automated and standardized,
and inhibit uptake of these techniques by broader scien-
tific and industrial user groups.
[0007] Therefore there is a clear need in the field of
solid state NMR spectroscopy for a means of accurately
determining the angle between the rotational axis of the
rotor (sample holder) and the direction of the magnetic
field, preferably in real time.
[0008] There is also a clear need in the field of solid
state NMR spectroscopy for a means of accurately ad-
justing the angle between the rotational axis of the rotor
(sample holder) and the direction of the magnetic field
automatically.
[0009] DE4442742C1 describes an MMR spectrome-
ter including a rotatable mechanism comprising a stator
supporting a rotor and a device for determining an angle.
US20020011837A1 describes a rotation angle sensor.

Summary of the Invention

[0010] The present invention aims, at least partially, to
provide a solution, not previously conceived, to at least
one of these needs.
[0011] A first aspect of the invention provides a nuclear
magnetic resonance spectrometer according to claim 1.
[0012] The Hall Effect sensor may be mounted on the
rotatable mechanism, or mounted on a support for the
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element. When mounted on a support for the element,
the Hall Effect sensor may be mounted in a bracket that
is mounted on a common support for the bracket and the
element, whereby the bracket fixes the orientation of the
Hall Effect sensor relative to the element.
[0013] The plane of the Hall Effect sensor is oriented
so as to be at an angle of no more than 5°, with respect
to the region of the magnetic field that passes, in use,
through the Hall Effect sensor. Preferably the Hall Effect
sensor has a plane that is oriented so as to be substan-
tially parallel to a region of the magnetic field that passes,
in use, through the Hall Effect sensor.
[0014] The magnetic field generator may have high
strength, and in particular may be adapted to generate
a magnetic field of at least 94 kiloGauss.
[0015] The angle calculating device may optionally cal-
culate an angular deviation, relative to an angle of 54.74
degrees, of the rotational axis with respect to the mag-
netic field.
[0016] The Hall effect sensor is preferably arranged to
determine an angle between a plane in which the Hall
effect sensor lies and the direction of the magnetic field
with an accuracy of 60.5°, more preferably 60.1°, yet
more preferably 60.01° and still more preferably
60.002°.
[0017] The Hall effect sensor is preferably arranged to
determine the angle between the direction of the mag-
netic field and the rotational axis of the rotor within the
stator with an accuracy of 60.5°, more preferably 60.1°,
yet more preferably 60.01°.
In a second aspect the present invention provides a meth-
od according to claim 11. Preferably the Hall Effect sen-
sor has a plane that is oriented so as to be substantially
parallel to a region of the magnetic field that passes, in
use, through the Hall Effect sensor.
Preferably the magnetic field has a high magnetic field
strength, in particular at least 94 kiloGauss.
In a third aspect the present invention provides the use
of a Hall Effect sensor mounted on the stator, bearing a
rotatable sample holder, of a probe of a nuclear magnetic
resonance (NMR) spectrometer to determine the angle
between the rotational axis of the stator and the direction
of a magnetic field within the nuclear magnetic resonance
(NMR) spectrometer.
[0018] Normally, a Hall sensor is mounted in the per-
pendicular geometry. This means that the semiconductor
Hall plane is oriented so that the normal to the plane is
parallel to the magnetic field. In this geometry, the Hall
voltage is proportional to the magnetic flux density B, and
is insensitive to small changes in the angle between the
Hall plane and the magnetic field.
[0019] The present invention in contrast is predicated
on the use of an unconventional parallel geometry, in
which the Hall plane is oriented parallel to the magnetic
flux lines. In this case, the Hall voltage is close to zero
and depends strongly on the angle between the Hall
plane and the magnetic field. In NMR experiments, the
magnetic flux density is known with great accuracy and

is highly stable, so only the angular dependence is im-
portant. Measuring the Hall voltage under these condi-
tions can enable the angle to be determined accurately.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0020] An embodiment of the present invention will
now be described by way of example only, with reference
to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 shows the design and configuration of a
known Hall Effect sensor;
Figure 2 is a schematic diagram showing a nuclear
magnetic resonance (NMR) spectrometer incorpo-
rating a Hall Effect sensor for measuring the angle
of the stator of the spectrometer with respect to the
applied magnetic filed in accordance with a preferred
embodiment of the present invention; and
Figure 3 shows a preferred arrangement of a Hall
Effect sensor mounted in a bracket at a specific angle
relative to a Magic angle spinning stator.

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiments

[0021] The Hall Effect and use of Hall Effect sensor
devices are well known. Known uses of Hall Effect sen-
sors include fluid flow sensors, electrical power sensors,
pressure sensors, measurement of magnetic fields as
electronic compasses, rotational sensing and switch
sensing.
[0022] A Hall Effect device is a small semiconductor
chip with four connections, as shown in Figure 1.
[0023] A known current, Ic, is passed from the "red" to
"green" (or" black") terminals (shown in Figure 1), and
the voltage, VHall, is measured across the "blue" to "yel-
low" terminals. The VHall measured is determined by the
strength of magnetic field applied and the properties of
the semiconductor chip and can be expressed as: 

where gB is the magnetic sensitivity (specified for a given
Hall effect device at a fixed current), B is the magnetic
flux density, and θ is the angle between the magnetic flux
vector and the normal to the plane of the Hall device.
Using SI units, VHall is specified in Volts, B in Tesla, and
gB in VT-1. Alternatively, B may be specified in kiloGauss
units, where 1 Tesla = 10 kiloGauss), and gB expressed
in mVkG-1.
[0024] The term VHall

0 represents a possible residual
Hall voltage at θ = zero, derived from the magnetoresist-
ance anisotropy properties of the Hall device used.
[0025] The angular sensitivity of VHall is obtained by
differentiating the above equation with respect to θ to
derive: 
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and also
VHall ∝ IcBsinθ
[0026] The sensitivity of VHall to angular variation is a
potential source of error in measurements of the mag-
netic flux density B. A Hall Effect device as described
above is known primarily for use in measuring magnetic
field strength, i.e. magnetic flux (B). In order to measure
B, Hall devices are usually oriented perpendicular to the
magnetic field, in which case the normal to the plane of
the device shall lie in the plane of the direction of the
magnetic field, i.e. θ = 0, hence θ sin θ =0, and the angular
sensitivity of VHall is minimized.
[0027] The present invention is predicated on a differ-
ent application and use of such known Hall Effect sen-
sors.
[0028] In particular, the present invention concerns the
application of Hall Effect sensors, in particular within very
high magnetic field strengths, for example 94kiloGauss
and higher, to enable angular measurements of the ori-
entation of the sensor itself within the magnetic field of
known orientation. Such an angular measurement can
be made with a high degree of accuracy.
[0029] A particular application of the present invention
is the use of such sensors in the field of nuclear magnetic
resonance spectroscopy, and more specifically their use
to provide highly accurate (more accurate than 60.5°,
preferably more accurate than 60.1°, more preferably
more accurate than 60.01°; more preferably still more
accurate than 60.002°) angular positional information
between the plane of an object on which the Hall effect
sensor is mounted and the direction of a magnetic field,
in particular where such object is a rotor-bearing stator,
within a nuclear magnetic resonance spectrometer.
[0030] In the present invention, a different arrange-
ment from the known arrangement described above is
proposed. Since the flux density, B, and in particular its
orientation, is now known with a high degree of accuracy,
the purpose of the Hall Effect sensor within the present
invention is to determine, to a high degree of accuracy,
the angle , thus indicating to the operator whether the
actual angle (orientation) of the axis of the stator bearing
the rotor is at the desired angle setting. This desired angle
may be most usually the Magic Angle, but a range of
other angles may also be desired for particular NMR ex-
periments.
[0031] The ability of Hall Effect sensors to provide high-
ly accurate angular measurements of the sensor itself
with a given known high strength magnetic flux is a totally
different application from the known uses of Hall Effect
sensors discussed above. This application in addition
provides highly accurate angular measurements of the
element within an apparatus, in particular a testing ap-
paratus (e.g. NMR) that itself generates the magnetic
field, to which the sensor is mounted. The present inven-
tors have found that in combination with very high

strength and very stable magnetic fields, within a range
of orientations very small changes in the angle of the
sensor relative to the magnetic field result in detectable
changes in VHall from which the angle can be calculated
to a high degree of accuracy.
[0032] Referring to Figure 2, this illustrates the use of
a Hall Effect sensor within a NMR apparatus in accord-
ance with an embodiment of the present invention.
[0033] As illustrated in Figure 2, the sensing device, in
particular the Hall Effect sensor 2, is mounted on a part
4 of the stator 6 of an NMR probe 8. A magnetic field
generator, illustrated schematically as 3, 3’, of the NMR
apparatus generates a magnetic field of known strength
and orientation, which is fixed, and the NMR probe 8 lies
within that magnetic field. The orientation of the plane,
indicated as P, of the Hall Effect sensor 2 is such that
orientation of the magnetic field, the direction of the mag-
netic flux being indicated by the arrow B, lies as close as
possible to the plane of the Hall device (i.e. θ = close to
π / 2), when the rotational axis X-X of the NMR probe 8,
and thereby the stator axis and the rotational axis of the
rotor 10 located within the stator 6 , is at the desired angle,
typically the Magic Angle, with respect to the field.
[0034] In known manner, the NMR probe 8 is provided
with a drive air supply 12 to rotate the rotor 10 within the
stator 6 and a bearing air supply 14 for feeding air bear-
ings (not shown) located around the rotor 10. An optical
fibre tachometer 16 is provided for detecting the rotation-
al velocity of the rotor 10 within the stator 6.
[0035] The Hall Effect sensor 2 is provided with first
leads 18 to supply electrical current to the Hall Effect
sensor 2 (on terminals Ic(+) and Ic(-) shown in Figure 1)
and second leads 20 to take voltages from the Hall Effect
sensor 2 (on terminal Vx(+) and Vx(-) shown in Figure 1).
The second leads 20 are connected (optionally by an
amplifier, not shown) to a voltage measuring apparatus
22 for measuring the Hall voltage VHall of the Hall Effect
sensor 2, which is in turn connected to an angle calcu-
lating device 24, for calculating an angle of the stator 6
with respect to the magnetic field, based on a measured
value of the Hall voltage. The angle calculating device
24 may calculate an angular deviation, relative to the
Magic Angle of 54.74 degrees, of the rotational axis X-X
with respect to the magnetic field.
The apparatus further comprises a system, illustrated
schematically as 26, connected to the angle calculating
device 24, for adjusting the angle between the stator 6
and the magnetic field in response to the output of the
Hall Effect sensor 2.
In the illustrated configuration, sin θ is close to 1 and the
voltage sensitivity, with respect to angular variation, is ∼
gBB. As B is large, typically at least 94kG, very small
changes in angle result in accurately measurable chang-
es in the Hall voltage. The angular sensitivity of the device
is at its greatest at θ = π/2 . However, exact alignment of
these planes is not required to enable the desired degree
of accuracy in angular measurement. The planes are
aligned within 5°, and preferably within 2°.
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As described above and illustrated in Figure 2, the direc-
tion of the magnetic field is as close as possible to the
plane of the Hall device 2, when the stator axis is at the
required angle with respect to the magnetic field. When
the magnetic field is exactly in the plane of the Hall device
2 (θ = π/2), the Hall voltage is expected to be zero.
Referring to Figure 3, in accordance with one particular
embodiment the stator 6 is mounted on a mounting plate
30 between opposed mounts 32, 34, and the mounting
plate 30 is mounted in the NMR spectrometer with re-
spect to the magnetic field so that the stator 6 is mounted
at the Magic angle (i.e. it then constitutes a Magic angle
spinning (MAS) stator). A bracket 36 is also mounted on
the mounting plate 30. The bracket 36 includes a slot 38
in which the planar Hall Effect sensor 2 is securely fitted.
The slot 38 is for example orthogonal to the planar mount-
ing surface of the mounting plate 30 and the stator 6 is
mounted at the Magic angle to the direction of the slot
38. The bracket 36 ensures that the Hall Effect sensor 2
is rigidly mounted at the desired angle with respect to the
magnetic field. A locking mechanism (e.g. a screw or
bolt) may be provided in the bracket 36 to lock the Hall
Effect sensor 2 at the desired position within the slot 38.
[0036] Due to mechanical tolerances and the small
size of the Hall Effect sensor 2, the precision with which
the plane of the Hall Effect sensor 2 can be aligned with
the designed plane on the stator 6 is limited to around
2-3 degrees. Furthermore, the Hall effect device 2 may
also have an intrinsic small offset Hall voltage, VHall

0, in
this geometry. Calibration of the stator-Hall effect device
apparatus to determine the VHall at a specific exact angle,
conveniently the Magic Angle, is therefore preferred and
generally required and can be achieved by conducting
an angle-sensitive NMR experiment. The ’compensation
voltage’ measured in such calibration can be used as the
reference point for calculating from further measure-
ments of VHall, either manually or used to null the voltage
reading via a compensation circuit (not shown) in a similar
manner to ’taring’ a balance/scales.
[0037] The rotor 10 (being the sample holder) is engi-
neered to fit into the stator 6, which is equipped with bear-
ings and turbine to spin the rotor, with a tolerance of a
few micrometers. Depending on rotor fit, temperature and
spin speed there may be very small deviations, <0.01°,
between the rotational axis of the rotor 10 and the axis
of the stator 6. Thus whilst the invention provides a direct
real time measurement of the stator angle, the angle of
the rotor 10 is inferred with an accuracy of ∼ 60.01° or
better. For many NMR experiments this degree of accu-
racy is sufficient and provides a solution to the need for
accurately determining the angle between the rotational
axis of the rotor (sample holder) and the direction of the
magnetic field in real time.
[0038] For NMR experiments requiring accuracy of >
60.002° the invention provides a valuable aid to setting
an initial angle that may require minor adjustment. Fur-
thermore, the invention will provide previously unavaila-
ble information on the relative axis of the stator 6 and

rotor 10 under various experimental conditions, which
will enable optimization of these conditions and rotor/sta-
tor design to provide alignment of rotor and stator axes.
[0039] Most commonly, the invention is used to accu-
rately set the rotational axis of the stator 6 to the Magic
Angle, and the plane of the Hall effect device 2 is posi-
tioned such that it is closely aligned with the magnetic
field direction when the stator axis is at the Magic Angle.
For experiments using off-Magic Angle spinning, the
same configuration of stator-Hall effect device may be
used, however the accuracy with which angular changes
can be measured decreases as θ moves away from pi/2.
Typically such off-Magic angle spinning experiments
have an angular sensitivity of ∼ 0.1°, for which θ close to
pi/2 is not required. Where a high degree of angular ac-
curacy is required for off-Magic Angle spinning experi-
ments, the stator-Hall effect device assembly may be
configured such that the plane of the Hall effect device
is closely aligned with the magnetic field direction when
the stator axis is at the desired non-Magic Angle. A single
stator may be configured with a greater than one Hall
effect device set at different angles to the stator axis to
provide high angular sensitivity at greater than one angle.
[0040] Other embodiments of the Invention include:

(i) using a stepper motor, or other form of adjustment
of the angle between the rotor and direction of the
magnetic field, with feedback to adjust the angle au-
tomatically to any desired value and

(ii) allowing the operator of an NMR spectrometer to
set, either manually or pre-programme automatic ad-
justment to provide, a series different spinning an-
gles during an NMR experiment.

[0041] The present invention is described further with
reference to the following non-limiting Examples.

Example 1

[0042] A suitable Hall effect device is Lakeshore
HGCT-3020, obtainable from Lake Shore, Cryotronics,
Inc., 575 McCorkle Blvd.,Westerville OH 43082, USA.
[0043] The Lakeshore HGCT-3020 used in the follow-
ing measurement has gB = 0.55 mV ka-1 at the nominal
control current of 100 mA. A typical 400MHz NMR mag-
net has B= 9.4 T = 94 kG. So the angle sensitivity of the
device at θ = 0 is 0.55 x 94 mV rad-1 = 52 mV rad-1. This
can be converted to degrees to get dVH/dθ = 52x π /180
mV deg-1 = 0.9 mV deg-1.
[0044] Hence a change in the angle by 1/1000 degree
leads to a 0.9 microvolt change in the Hall voltage. This
is easily measurable. For example, the Agilent 34420A
nanoVolt meter (available from Agilent Technologies Inc,
5301 Stevens Creek Blvd, Santa Clara, CA 95051 USA)
specifies 100 pV sensitivity. This is 104 more sensitive
than is required to detect this magnitude of voltage
change.
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[0045] Mounting of the Hall Effect device on the stator
is not precise, such that the Hall effect device is 62 de-
grees off exact alignment with the magnetic flux vector
when the stator is set to the desired angle to the magnetic
field direction within the NMR magnet. A 2 degree angle
miss-set gives a Hall voltage of 0.9 mV x 2= 1.8 mV.
Hence the alignment error gives rise to a up to 2 mV
offset voltage even at the exact magic angle. In addition
VHal10 will contribute to an offset voltage (also likely to
be in the mV range).
[0046] These "offset" terms are zeroed by a calibration
procedure when the device is set up. An NMR experiment
is used to set the exact Magic Angle, and the Hall voltage
zeroed out using a suitable compensation circuit. To get
1/1000 deg accuracy, the mV offset voltage needs to be
compensated with an accuracy of 1 microvolt, i.e. about
0.1%. An example of a suitable offset device is a Keithley
2600 DS source (available from Keithley Instruments Inc,
Cleveland, Ohio, USA) which has a better than 0.1% ac-
curacy.
[0047] This system provides for the angle between the
rotational axis of the stator and the magnetic field direc-
tion to be determined, most conveniently as deviation
from the Magic Angle, to an accuracy of at least 1/1000
of a degree.
[0048] The Hall voltage is proportional to the supplied
current. Hence the stability of the supplied current is also
important. A high-quality source such as the Keithley
2600 DS has a 1-year accuracy of 0.03% on the 100 mA
range. When the Hall plane is within 2 degrees of being
aligned with the field, a change of 0.03% in the current
gives a 0.03% x 1.8 mV = 0.5 microV. This is of the same
order as the 0.9 microvolt change in the Hall voltage on
an angle change of 1/1000 degree. So sufficient stability
of the current source is achievable for a 1/1000 degree
angle measurement.
[0049] The angle sensitivity is directly proportional to
the applied magnetic field. The above example is based
on a 9.4 T magnet which are the lowest strength magnets
routinely used for solid-state NMR. Higher angle accu-
racy is feasible for higher strength magnets.

Example 2

[0050] The method and apparatus of the present in-
vention were tested by fixing the Lakeshore HGCT-3020
Hall probe to a modified Varian 4 mm magic-angle-spin-
ning stator in the field-parallel geometry, as shown in
Fig.3. The supply current = 100 mA was generated by a
home-built stabilized current source, with an accuracy of
around 1%. The current source was connected to the
Hall effect device by a twisted pair of leads, in order to
minimize the interference of the supply current with the
magnetic field homogeneity at the sample. The Hall volt-
age was monitored outside the probe by a standard 7-
digit voltmeter. This was operated in a time-averaging
mode, with an averaging duration of around 1 second, in
order to reduce interference from low-frequency ambient

electric fields. Initially, troublesome interference was en-
countered from radio signals picked up by the Hall probe
leads and coupled to the NMR receiver circuit. This in-
terference was reduced to acceptable levels by improv-
ing the rf shielding of the Hall device leads.
[0051] The Hall device was tested by performing NMR
experiments over a range of spinning angles, while mon-
itoring the Hall voltage. The spinning angle was varied
by turning the usual mechanical drive on the probe base,
which rotates the stator around an axis perpendicular to
the magnetic field. The true spinning angles were deter-
mined by comparing the NMR spectra with SIMPSON
simulations (see M. Bak, J. T. Rasmussen and N. C.
Nielsen, J. Magn. Reson. 147, 296-330 (2000)).
[0052] There are many NMR experiments that are ex-
tremely sensitive to the spinning angle, and some exper-
iments are sensitive to deviations from the magic angle
by only a few millidegrees. However, a reliable and simple
known method for determining the spinning angle over
a range of around 1 degree is less easy to find. Accurate
simulation of off-MAS lineshapes usually requires accu-
rate knowledge of multiple spin interaction tensors and
their relative orientations. The inventors have generally
found that literature values are not sufficiently accurate
for this purpose. In fact the inventors suspect that off-
magic-angle spinning could be a good method to refine
estimates of spin interaction parameters.
[0053] For this example, the 31P NMR spectra of tri-
methyl phosphine sulfide (TMPS, (CH3)3PS) were used.
The crystal structure of this compound is very simple,
with two molecules in the unit cell, related by an inversion
operation. There is therefore only a single 31P NMR peak.
Furthermore, the phosphorus atoms are located on
three-fold rotation axes. This ensures that the chemical
shift anisotropy (GSA) tensor is uniaxial. The 31P NMR
spectra of this compound are therefore very easy to sim-
ulate, with very few unknown parameters. In addition, the
methyl proton nuclei in TMPS are relatively easy to de-
couple and their rapid rotational motion provides a con-
venient mechanism for 31P spin-lattice relaxation. A dis-
advantage of TMPS is that the 31P NMR spectra are quite
insensitive to the spinning angle in the immediate vicinity
of the magic angle. Nevertheless, the sensitivity was
found to be sufficient for an initial demonstration.
[0054] All the results discussed below concern 1H-de-
coupled 31P NMR of TMPS obtained in a field of 9.4 T at
a magic-angle-spinning frequency of 8.000 kHz.
[0055] The 31P centrebands were taken at three differ-
ent spinning angles, and the spinning angles were ad-
justed by changing the stator orientation using the stand-
ard mechanical drive, attached to an external knob in the
base of the probe. The corresponding voltages on the
Hall device were measured. The Hall voltages were sta-
ble within around 65 microvolts. The observed Hall volt-
age was plotted against the spinning angle offset, as de-
termined by 31P NMR of TMPS.
[0056] When the sample temperature was changed
from 5°C to 20°C, keeping all other settings constant, the

9 10 



EP 2 084 497 B1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Hall voltage changed by around 20 microV. This voltage
change reflects a genuine temperature-induced change
in the spinning angle, presumably due to differential ther-
mal expansion in the stator mount. Effects of this kind
would be very hard to detect on an unknown sample with-
out an NMR-independent monitoring device. We have
performed several more experiments in which the sample
temperature and/or spinning frequency were changed.
[0057] The results indicated that the angle offset may
be determined from the Hall voltage VHall with a confi-
dence limit of around 0.01°. This confidence limit was
determined by the relative insensitivity of the TMPS spec-
tra to the spinning angle, and by the technical specifica-
tions of the current source and the voltage measurement
device.
[0058] The preferred embodiments of the present in-
vention therefore provide a Hall effect angle detector that
may be very useful for a wide range of NMR experiments,
allowing real-time monitoring and adjustment of the spin-
ning angle without recourse to an independent NMR ex-
periment. At present the inventors estimate the accuracy
of the device to be around 60.01°. The inventors expect
that many solid-state NMR spectroscopists would value
the presence of a spinning-angle readout that can detect
small mechanical or thermal disturbances of the rotor
system before an NMR experiment is run.
[0059] One of the strengths of this method of the pre-
ferred embodiments of the present invention is that the
Hall sensor detects the orientation of the stator or sample
holder with respect to the magnetic field, not with respect
to some external, mechanical, axis system. As a result,
the method does not require perfect and reproducible
mounting of the probe body inside the magnet, and ther-
mal expansion or contraction of the large probe compo-
nents will not disturb it. Higher angle resolution on the
order of 1 millidegree is achievable but would require
stringent precautions with the mechanical alignment and
mounting of the Hall device, the provision of a current
source with high stability and reproducibility, and the use
of a high-resolution and highly stable voltmeter. Improved
shielding and stability will also be required for leads con-
necting the Hall device to the voltmeter. Fixing a temper-
ature sensor to the Hall sensor would allow correction
for the temperature-dependence of the device parame-
ters. This may be necessary for high-resolution operation
over a wide temperature range.
[0060] The Hall voltage may be incorporated in a feed-
back circuit driving a stepper motor for the angle setting,
allowing a given spinning angle to be provided on de-
mand. Small changes in the relative orientation of the
magnetic field and the stator, generated by passing cur-
rents through transverse field coils, could be controlled
in a similar way.
[0061] The timescale for establishing the Hall voltage
is of the order of milliseconds. It should be possible to
monitor the rotor axis trajectory in real time during angle-
switching NMR experiments, such as dynamic-angle-
spinning (DAS). This may require a compromise in the

accuracy of the angular measurement, since the time-
averaging mode of the voltmeter would have to be tem-
porarily disabled to achieve sufficient time resolution.

Claims

1. A nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectrometer
comprising a magnetic field generator (3,3’) for gen-
erating a magnetic field of a predetermined orienta-
tion, a rotatable mechanism (8), having a rotational
axis (X-X), which comprises a stator (6) supporting
a rotor (10), the rotor adapted to hold a sample to be
tested by the spectrometer by being rotated within
the magnetic field and a device (2) determining an
angle between the stator (6) and the magnetic field,
the stator (6) being provided at a location that, in use,
is within a region of the magnetic field having the
predetermined orientation generated by the gener-
ator (3,3’), the device comprising a Hall Effect sensor
(2) and the device further comprises a voltage meas-
uring apparatus (22) connected to the Hall Effect
sensor (2) for measuring the Hall voltage of the Hall
Effect sensor (2) and an angle calculating device
(24), for calculating an angle of the stator (6) with
respect to the magnetic field, based on a measured
value of the Hall voltage, and the spectrometer fur-
ther comprising a system (26) for adjusting the angle
of the stator (6) and the magnetic field in response
to an output of the Hall Effect sensor (2),
characterised in that the Hall Effect sensor (2) is
mounted on the stator (6), the Hall Effect sensor be-
ing mounted at a known fixed angle with respect to
the rotational axis (X-X) of the rotatable mechanism
(8), and in that the plane of the Hall Effect sensor
(2) is oriented so as to be at an angle of no more
than 5° with respect to the region of the magnetic
field that passes, in use, through the Hall Effect sen-
sor.

2. A nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectrometer
according to claim 1 wherein the Hall Effect sensor
(2) has a plane that is oriented so as to be substan-
tially parallel to a region of the magnetic field that
passes, in use, through the Hall Effect sensor.

3. A nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectrometer
according to claim 1 or claim 2 wherein the magnetic
field generator (3,3’) is adapted to generate a mag-
netic field of at least 94 kiloGauss.

4. A nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectrometer
according to any one of claims 1 to 3 wherein the
angle calculating device (24) calculates an angular
deviation, relative to an angle of 54.74 degrees, of
the rotational axis with respect to the magnetic field.

5. A nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectrometer
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according to any foregoing claim wherein the Hall
Effect sensor (2) is mounted in a bracket (36) that is
mounted on a common support (30) for the bracket
(36) and the stator (6), whereby the bracket fixes the
orientation of the Hall Effect sensor (2) relative to the
stator (6).

6. A method of determining an angle between a stator
of a nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectrom-
eter and a magnetic field, the method comprising the
steps of:

(a) providing a nuclear magnetic resonance
(NMR) spectrometer comprising a magnetic
field generator (3,3’) for generating a magnetic
field of a predetermined orientation and a rotat-
able mechanism (8), having a rotational axis (X-
X), which comprises a stator (6) supporting a
rotor (10), the rotor (10) being adapted to hold
a sample to be tested by the apparatus by being
rotated within the magnetic field;
(b) measuring a Hall voltage of a Hall Effect sen-
sor (2) mounted on the stator (6) that is disposed
within the magnetic field of a predetermined ori-
entation, the Hall Effect sensor (2) being mount-
ed at a known fixed angle with respect to the
rotational axis (X-X) of the rotatable mechanism
(8) wherein the plane of the Hall Effect sensor
(2) is oriented so as to be at an angle of no more
than 5° with respect to the region of the magnetic
field that passes through the Hall Effect sensor;
(c) determining an angle between the stator (6)
and the magnetic field based on a measured
value of the Hall voltage; and
(d) adjusting the angle between the stator (6)
and the magnetic field in response to an output
of the Hall Effect sensor (2), wherein the deter-
mined angle is employed to provide a feedback
adjustment to set the angle to a desired value.

7. A method according to claim 6 wherein the Hall Effect
sensor (2) has a plane that is oriented so as to be
substantially parallel to a region of the magnetic field
that passes through the Hall Effect sensor.

8. A method according to claim 6 or claim 7 wherein
the magnetic field has a magnetic field strength of
at least 94 kiloGauss.

9. A method according to any one of claims 6 to 8 further
comprising calculating an angular deviation, relative
to an angle of 54.74 degrees, of the rotational axis
with respect to the magnetic field.

Patentansprüche

1. Kernspintomographie-(NMR)-Spektrometer, um-

fassend einen Magnetfeldgenerator (3, 3’) zum Er-
zeugen eines Magnetfelds einer vorbestimmten Ori-
entierung, einen drehbaren Mechanismus (8) mit ei-
ner Drehachse (X-X), der einen Stator (6) umfasst,
der einen Rotor (10) trägt, wobei der Rotor zum Hal-
ten einer von dem Spektrometer zu prüfenden Probe
durch Drehen innerhalb des Magnetfelds ausgelegt
ist, und ein Gerät (2), das einen Winkel zwischen
dem Stator (6) und dem Magnetfeld feststellt, wobei
der Stator (6) an einem Ort vorgesehen ist, der sich
beim Gebrauch innerhalb einer Region des vom Ge-
nerator (3, 3’) erzeugten Magnetfelds mit der vorbe-
stimmten Orientierung befindet, wobei das Gerät ei-
nen Hall-Effekt-Sensor (2) umfasst und das Gerät
ferner eine Spannungsmessvorrichtung (22), die mit
dem Hall-Effekt-Sensor (2) zum Messen der Hall-
Spannung des Hall-Effekt-Sensors (2) verbunden
ist, und ein Winkelberechnungsgerät (24) zum Be-
rechnen eines Winkels des Stators (6) mit Bezug auf
das Magnetfeld auf der Basis eines Messwertes der
Hall-Spannung umfasst, und wobei das Spektrome-
ter ferner ein System (26) zum Justieren des Winkels
des Stators (6) und des Magnetfelds als Reaktion
auf einen Ausgang des Hall-Effekt-Sensors (2) um-
fasst,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass der Hall-Effekt-
Sensor (2) am Stator (6) montiert ist, wobei der Hall-
Effekt-Sensor in einem bekannten festen Winkel mit
Bezug auf die Drehachse (X-X) des drehbaren Me-
chanismus (8) montiert ist, und dadurch, dass die
Ebene des Hall-Effekt-Sensors (2) so orientiert ist,
dass sie einen Winkel von maximal 5° mit Bezug auf
die Region des Magnetfelds bildet, das beim Ge-
brauch durch den Hall-Effekt-Sensor passiert.

2. Kernspintomographie-(NMR)-Spektrometer nach
Anspruch 1, wobei der Hall-Effekt-Sensor (2) eine
Ebene hat, die so orientiert ist, dass sie im Wesent-
lichen parallel zu einer Region des Magnetfelds ver-
läuft, das beim Gebrauch durch den Hall-Effekt-Sen-
sor passiert.

3. Kernspintomographie-(NMR)-Spektrometer nach
Anspruch 1 oder Anspruch 2, wobei der Magnetfeld-
generator (3, 3’) zum Erzeugen eines Magnetfelds
von wenigstens 94 kiloGauß ausgelegt ist.

4. Kernspintomographie-(NMR)-Spektrometer nach
einem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, wobei der Winkelbe-
rechnungsgerät (24) eine Winkelabweichung relativ
zu einem Winkel von 54,74 Grad der Drehachse mit
Bezug auf das Magnetfeld berechnet.

5. Kernspintomographie-(NMR)-Spektrometer nach
einem vorherigen Anspruch, wobei der Hall-Effekt-
Sensor (2) in einer Halterung (36) montiert ist, die
an einem gemeinsamen Träger (30) für die Halte-
rung (36) und den Stator (6) montiert ist, so dass die
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Halterung die Orientierung des Hall-Effekt-Sensors
(2) relativ zum Stator (6) fixiert.

6. Verfahren zum Bestimmen eines Winkels zwischen
einem Stator eines Kernspintomogra-
phie-(NMR)-Spektrometers und einem Magnetfeld,
wobei das Verfahren die folgenden Schritte beinhal-
tet:

(a) Bereitstellen eines Kernspintomogra-
phie-(NMR)-Spektrometers, das einen Magnet-
feldgenerator (3, 3’) zum Erzeugen eines Mag-
netfelds einer vorbestimmten Orientierung und
einen drehbaren Mechanismus (8) mit einer
Drehachse (X-X) umfasst, umfassend einen
Stator (6), der einen Rotor (10) trägt, wobei der
Rotor (10) zum Halten einer von der Vorrichtung
zu prüfenden Probe durch Drehen in dem Ma-
gnetfeld ausgelegt ist;
(b) Messen einer Hall-Spannung eines Hall-Ef-
fekt-Sensors (2), der an dem Stator (6) montiert
ist, der in dem Magnetfeld einer vorbestimmten
Orientierung angeordnet ist, wobei der Hall-Ef-
fekt-Sensor (2) in einem bekannten festen Win-
kel mit Bezug auf die Drehachse (X-X) des dreh-
baren Mechanismus (8) montiert ist, wobei die
Ebene des Hall-Effekt-Sensors (2) so orientiert
ist, dass er einen Winkel von maximal 5° mit
Bezug auf die Region des Magnetfelds bildet,
das durch den Hall-Effekt-Sensor passiert;
(c) Bestimmen eines Winkels zwischen dem
Stator (6) und dem Magnetfeld auf der Basis ei-
nes Messwertes der Hall-Spannung; und
(d) Justieren des Winkels zwischen dem Stator
(6) und dem Magnetfeld als Reaktion auf einen
Ausgang des Hall-Effekt-Sensors (2), wobei der
bestimmte Winkel zum Bereitstellen einer Feed-
back-Justierung benutzt wird, um den Winkel
auf einen gewünschten Wert einzustellen.

7. Verfahren nach Anspruch 6, wobei der Hall-Effekt-
Sensor (2) eine Ebene hat, die so orientiert ist, dass
sie im Wesentlichen parallel zu einer Region des Ma-
gnetfelds ist, das durch den Hall-Effekt-Sensor pas-
siert.

8. Verfahren nach Anspruch 6 oder Anspruch 7, wobei
das Magnetfeld eine Magnetfeldstärke von wenigs-
tens 94 kiloGauß hat.

9. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 6 bis 8, das
ferner das Berechnen einer Winkelabweichung re-
lativ zu einem Winkel von 54,74 Grad der Drehachse
mit Bezug auf das Magnetfeld beinhaltet.

Revendications

1. Un spectromètre à résonance magnétique nucléaire
(RMN) comprenant
un générateur de champ magnétique (3,3’) permet-
tant de générer un champ magnétique d’une orien-
tation prédéterminée,
un mécanisme rotatif (8), ayant un axe de rotation
(X-X), qui comprend un stator (6) soutenant un rotor
(10), le rotor étant adapté pour tenir un échantillon
devant être testé par le spectromètre en étant mis
en rotation à l’intérieur du champ magnétique, et
un dispositif (2) permettant de déterminer un angle
entre le stator (6) et le champ magnétique, le stator
(6) étant placé à un emplacement qui, lors de l’utili-
sation, se trouve à l’intérieur d’une zone du champ
magnétique ayant l’orientation prédéterminée géné-
rée par le générateur (3,3’), le dispositif comprenant
un capteur à effet Hall (2) et le dispositif comprend
en outre un appareil permettant de mesurer la ten-
sion (22) relié au capteur à effet Hall (2) pour mesurer
la tension de Hall du capteur à effet Hall (2), et
un dispositif de calcul des angles (24), permettant
de calculer un angle du stator (6) par rapport au
champ magnétique, sur la base d’une valeur mesu-
rée de la tension de Hall, et le spectromètre com-
prenant en outre un système (26) permettant d’ajus-
ter l’angle du stator (6) et le champ magnétique en
réponse à une sortie du capteur à effet Hall (2),
caractérisé en ce que le capteur à effet Hall (2) est
monté sur le stator (6), le capteur à effet Hall étant
monté à un angle fixe connu par rapport à l’axe de
rotation (X-X) du mécanisme rotatif (8), et en ce que
le plan du capteur à effet Hall (2) est orienté de façon
à être à un angle égal ou inférieur à 5° par rapport
à la région du champ magnétique qui passe, lors de
l’utilisation, à travers le capteur à effet Hall.

2. Un spectromètre à résonance magnétique nucléaire
(RMN) selon la revendication 1 dans lequel le cap-
teur à effet Hall (2) a un plan qui est orienté de façon
à être sensiblement parallèle à une région du champ
magnétique qui passe, lors de l’utilisation, à travers
le capteur à effet Hall.

3. Un spectromètre à résonance magnétique nucléaire
(RMN) selon la revendication 1 ou la revendication
2 dans lequel le générateur de champ magnétique
(3,3’) est adapté pour générer un champ magnétique
d’au moins 94 kiloGauss.

4. Un spectromètre à résonance magnétique nucléaire
(RMN) selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1
à 3 dans lequel le dispositif de calcul des angles (24)
calcule un écart angulaire, relativement à un angle
de 54,74 degrés, de l’axe de rotation par rapport au
champ magnétique.
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5. Un spectromètre à résonance magnétique nucléaire
(RMN) selon l’une quelconque des revendications
précédentes dans lequel le capteur à effet Hall (2)
est monté dans une patte de fixation (36) qui est
montée sur un support commun (30) à la patte de
fixation (36) et au stator (6), grâce à quoi la patte de
fixation fixe l’orientation du capteur à effet Hall (2)
relativement au stator (6).

6. Un procédé destiné à déterminer un angle entre un
stator d’un spectromètre à résonance magnétique
nucléaire (RMN) et un champ magnétique, le procé-
dé comprenant les étapes consistant à :

(a) fournir un spectromètre à résonance magné-
tique nucléaire (RMN) comprenant un généra-
teur de champ magnétique (3,3’) permettant de
générer un champ magnétique d’une orientation
prédéterminée et un mécanisme rotatif (8),
ayant un axe de rotation (X-X), qui comprend un
stator (6) soutenant un rotor (10), le rotor (10)
étant adapté pour tenir un échantillon devant
être testé par l’appareil en étant mis en rotation
à l’intérieur du champ magnétique ;
(b) mesurer une tension de Hall d’un capteur à
effet Hall (2) monté sur le stator (6) qui est dis-
posé à l’intérieur du champ magnétique d’une
orientation prédéterminée, le capteur à effet Hall
(2) étant monté à un angle fixe connu par rapport
à l’axe de rotation (X-X) du mécanisme rotatif
(8) dans lequel le plan du capteur à effet Hall (2)
est orienté de façon à être un angle égal ou in-
férieur à 5 ° par rapport à la région du champ
magnétique qui passe à travers le capteur à effet
Hall ;
(c) déterminer un angle entre le stator (6) et le
champ magnétique sur la base d’une valeur me-
surée de la tension de Hall ; et
(d) ajuster l’angle entre le stator (6) et le champ
magnétique en réponse à une sortie du capteur
à effet Hall (2), dans lequel l’angle déterminé est
utilisé pour fournir un ajustement de rétroaction
pour régler l’angle à une valeur souhaitée.

7. Un procédé selon la revendication 6 dans lequel le
capteur à effet Hall (2) a un plan qui est orienté de
façon à être sensiblement parallèle à une région du
champ magnétique qui passe à travers le capteur à
effet Hall.

8. Un procédé selon la revendication 6 ou la revendi-
cation 7 dans lequel le champ magnétique a une
intensité de champ magnétique d’au moins 94 kilo-
Gauss.

9. Un procédé selon l’une quelconque des revendica-
tions 6 à 8 consistant en outre à calculer un écart
angulaire, relativement à un angle de 54,74 degrés,

de l’axe de rotation par rapport au champ magnéti-
que.
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