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(54) LUMINAIRE

(57) A luminaire (1) comprises lamp holder (3) and
a lamp (2) mountable to the lamp holder (3). The lamp
holder (3) has a body (6) with a cylindrical inner surface
(8) and protuberances (1) located around the cylindrical
inner surface (8). The lamp has a housing (15) with faces
(21) and groups of grooves (22a, 22b, 22c) around an
outer surface. Each group of grooves (22a, 22b, 22c) is
spaced away from an first end of the housing (15) by a
different distance. The faces (21) facilitate insertion of
the housing (15) into the body (6) at a first orientation by
providing space for the protuberances (10) between the
housing (15) and the cylindrical inner surface (8). The
lamp (2) is rotatable in the lamp holder (3) from a first
orientation to a second orientation in which the grooves
of one of the groups of grooves (22a, 22b, 22c) accom-
modate the protuberances (10) to secure the lamp (2) to
the lamp holder (3). The different groups of grooves (22a,
22b, 22c) secure the lamp (2) in different axial positions
relative to the lamp holder (3). This allows optical ele-
ments (23, 24) of different thicknesses to be inserted be-
tween the lamp (2) and the lamp holder (3).
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Description

Field of the Disclosure

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a luminaire
comprising a lamp mountable to a lamp holder. The dis-
closure is particularly but not exclusively applicable to a
recessed downlight, and to a lamp that is replaceable in
the lamp holder.

Background to the Disclosure

[0002] A recessed light is a type of luminaire that is
installed in a hole in a panel with its bulk in the hole or
on one side of the panel, and flush with the other side of
the panel. A recessed light may have a lamp holder for
accommodating a lamp in the recess behind the hole in
the panel. The lamp holder may be open through the
panel to allow fitting of a lamp in the lamp holder. Alter-
natively, the lamp holder may be removable from the hole
to allow the lamp to be fitted into the lamp holder. This
arrangement is favoured for more modern recessed
lights, as more modern recessed lights tend to use lamps
that require replacement relatively infrequently, such as
Light Emitting Diode (LED) engines.
[0003] There are numerous arrangements for fitting
lamps in the form of light bulbs, e.g. halogen or incan-
descent light bulbs, into lamp holders by securing the
light bulb via its electrical connection. These include
screw thread and bayonet fittings, as well as plug and
socket arrangements. However, combining the physical
mounting of the lamp with its electrical connection can
result in the physical mounting being fragile and/or the
electrical connection being unreliable. There is also an
increased risk that the user will receive an electric shock
when changing the lamp, as the user may inadvertently
touch the electrical connection whilst manipulating the
lamp in the lamp holder.
[0004] More modern lights separate the physical
mounting and the electrical connection. The lamp may
be associated with a flexible lead that has a plug and
socket arrangement remote from the lamp for making the
electrical connection. The physical mounting may involve
a body of the lamp, separate to the lead and electrical
connection. For example, fasteners, such as screws or
bolts, may be used to secure the lamp to the lamp holder.
In other arrangements, a clip or clasp may be used to
secure the lamp to the lamp holder. A problem with many
of these arrangements is that they use loose compo-
nents, such as the screws and clips. This makes the phys-
ical mounting cumbersome and complicated. Moreover,
the risk of misplacing a loose component during the fitting
process can be a nuisance.
[0005] The present disclosure seeks to overcome
these problems.

Summary of the Disclosure

[0006] According to a first aspect of the present disclo-
sure, there is provided a luminaire comprising lamp hold-
er and a lamp mountable to the lamp holder, wherein the
lamp holder comprises:

a body with a cylindrical inner surface open at a first
end of the body; and
protuberances located at a first set of arcs around
the cylindrical inner surface, each protuberance ex-
tending inwardly from the cylindrical inner surface,
and wherein the lamp comprises:

a light source;
a housing to which the light source is mounted,
the housing comprising a cylindrical part, an out-
er periphery of the cylindrical part at a first end
of the housing extending radially less at a sec-
ond set of arcs around the outer periphery of the
cylindrical part than elsewhere around the outer
periphery of the cylindrical part; and
two or more groups of grooves in an outer sur-
face of the cylindrical part, the grooves being
located at a third set of arcs around the cylindri-
cal part and each group of grooves being spaced
away from the first end of the housing by a dif-
ferent distance,
the second set of arcs coinciding with the first
set of arcs when the lamp is mounted to the lamp
holder at a first orientation and the third set of
arcs coinciding with the first set of arcs when the
lamp is mounted to lamp holder at a second ori-
entation, such that the outer periphery of the cy-
lindrical part extending radially less at the sec-
ond set of arcs around the outer periphery of the
cylindrical part than elsewhere around the outer
periphery of cylindrical part facilitates insertion
of the cylindrical part into the first end of the body
at the first orientation by providing space for the
protuberances between the cylindrical part and
the cylindrical inner surface, and when the lamp
is rotated in the lamp holder from the first orien-
tation to the second orientation the grooves of
one of the groups of grooves accommodate the
protuberances to secure the lamp to the lamp
holder.

[0007] According to a second aspect of the present
disclosure, there is provided a lamp for mounting to a
lamp holder, the lamp comprising:

a light source;
a housing to which the light source is mounted, the
housing comprising a cylindrical part, an outer pe-
riphery of the cylindrical part at a first end of the hous-
ing extending radially less at a second set of arcs
around the outer periphery of the cylindrical part than
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elsewhere around the outer periphery of the cylin-
drical part; and
two or more groups of grooves in the outer surface
of the cylindrical part, the grooves being located at
a third set of arcs around the cylindrical part and
each group of grooves being spaced away from an
end of the housing by a different distance.

[0008] An advantage of the luminaire and the lamp of
the first and second aspects of the disclosure is that the
lamp can be mounted to the lamp holder very conven-
iently. In particular, the arrangement of protuberances
and grooves allows the lamp to be secured to the lamp
holder without the use of separate components. The pro-
vision of multiple groups of grooves spaced away from
the end of the housing by different distances may also
allow the lamp to be secured to the lamp holder in different
positions.
[0009] The protuberances of the lamp holder may each
extend inwardly from the cylindrical inner surface by ex-
tending resiliently from a hole in the cylindrical inner sur-
face. Optionally, the protuberances each comprise a por-
tion of a resilient member, which resilient member ex-
tends around the outside of the body. The resilient mem-
ber may be a wire spring clip. Importantly, the wire spring
clip may not need to be removed during mounting of the
lamp in the lamp holder. Rather, the wire spring clip may
remain in position to provide the protuberances.
[0010] The cylindrical inner surface of the lamp holder
may have a ledge spaced away from the first end of the
body of the lamp holder. When the lamp is mounted to
the lamp holder at the second orientation and the protu-
berances are accommodated by the grooves of one of
the two or more groups of grooves that is located furthest
from the first end of the housing, the first end of the hous-
ing may abut the ledge. The ledge may therefore provide
a supporting surface for the lamp in the lamp holder.
[0011] The luminaire may further comprise an optical
element. The optical element may be a lens, cover or
louvre. In some examples the optical element is trans-
parent, but it may alternatively be translucent, e.g. frosted
or of a honeycomb structure. It might alternatively or ad-
ditionally be coloured.
[0012] When the lamp is mounted to the lamp holder
at the second orientation and the protuberances are ac-
commodated by one of the two or more groups of grooves
that is located closer to the first end of the housing than
the one of the two or more groups of grooves that is lo-
cated furthest from the first end of the housing, the optical
element may be secured between the first end of the
housing and the ledge. Optical elements of different thick-
nesses, or more than one optical element, can be ac-
commodated by providing groups of grooves at multiple
different distances from the first end of the housing.
[0013] The grooves may be parallel with an imaginary
plane defined by the first end of the housing. This allows
the lamp to be rotated between the first orientation and
the second orientation without moving axially, e.g. to-

wards or away from the lamp holder.
[0014] The outer periphery of the cylindrical part of the
housing may comprise two or more portions of the outer
surface of the cylindrical part that taper towards the first
end of the housing. This allows space for the protuber-
ances to be provided as the lamp is initially moved to-
wards to the lamp holder, but for this space to reduce as
the lamp is moved further towards the lamp holder.
[0015] The first set of arcs at which the protuberances
are located may have rotational symmetry around the
cylindrical inner surface. The rotational symmetry may
be of order two. Since the second and third sets of arcs
may coincide with the first set of arcs, they may have
similar symmetry. However, in other examples, the first
set of arcs, along with the second and third set of arcs,
have different configurations. In some examples, there
is a greater order of rotational symmetry, such as rota-
tional symmetry of order three or four. In other examples,
the sets of arcs are not rotationally symmetric.
[0016] The lamp may be of any suitable type, including
incandescent and halogen bulbs. However, the lamp is
usually a Light Emitting Diode (LED) engine.
[0017] Preferred embodiments of the invention are de-
scribed below, by way of example only, with reference
to the accompanying drawings.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0018]

Figure 1 is a side view of a luminaire according to
an embodiment of the disclosure;
Figure 2 is a perspective view of the luminaire, shown
with a lamp removed from a lamp holder;
Figure 3 is a perspective view of the luminaire, shown
with the lamp mounted to the lamp holder in a first
arrangement;
Figures 4A to 4C are perspective views of the lumi-
naire with the lamp holder partially cut away, shown
with the lamp mounted to the lamp holder in first,
second and third arrangements respectively;
Figure 5 is an exploded perspective view of the lu-
minaire;
Figure 6 is a top view of a body of the lamp holder; and
Figure 7 is a bottom view of a housing of the lamp.

Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiments

[0019] Referring to Figures 1 to 3, a luminaire 1 ac-
cording to an embodiment of the disclosure comprises a
lamp 2 and a lamp holder 3. In the illustrated embodiment,
the luminaire 1 is a recessed light installable in a hole 4
in a panel 5. Typically, the panel 5 is a ceiling board and
the luminaire 1 can be described as a recessed down-
light. However, the panel 5 can be of a variety of different
types, such as a board, a wall or a mount, and can be
located in a variety of different settings, such as an interior
or exterior of a building, a pavement, a deck, a part of a

3 4 



EP 3 425 270 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

vehicle or a part of a light fixture. In different embodiments
the luminaire 1 can be adapted for the relevant applica-
tion.
[0020] In the present embodiment, the lamp holder 3
comprises a body 6 and a bezel 7. The body 6 is generally
cylindrical, or tubular, in particular having a cylindrical
inner surface 8. The bezel 7 is generally annular. In this
embodiment, the body 6 and the bezel 7 are located co-
axially. The lamp 2 is mountable to the lamp holder 3 at
a first end of the body 6 and the bezel 7 is provided at a
second end of the body 6, opposite to the first end.
[0021] The bezel 7 has a diameter greater than an out-
er diameter of the body 6. The hole 4 has a diameter
greater than the outer diameter of the body 6 but less
than that of the bezel 7. With the luminaire 1 installed in
the hole 4, the body 6 extends through the hole 4 and
the bezel 7 abuts the panel 5 around a periphery of the
hole 4. The bezel 7 covers the periphery of hole 4 on the
side of the panel 5 that the bezel 7 is located. It is from
this side of the panel 5 that the luminaire 1 is typically
visible when installed. With the bezel 7 arranged flush
with the panel 5, the bezel 7 obscures the hole 4 and
provides the luminaire 1 in its position in the panel 5 with
a pleasing aesthetic.
[0022] The lamp holder 3 has a retainer for securing
the luminaire 1 in the hole 4. In this embodiment, the
retainer comprises one or more coil springs 9. The coil
spring(s) 9 is/are secured to a side of the lamp holder 3.
In this embodiment, there are two coil springs 9 arranged
diametrically opposite one another on the lamp holder 3.
The width of the lamp holder 3 including the coil springs
9 when wound up is greater than the width of the hole 4,
or similar to the diameter of the bezel 7. This allows the
panel 5 at the periphery of the hole 4 to be sandwiched
between the coil springs 9 and the bezel 7 to retain the
luminaire 1 in the hole 4. The coil springs 9 are oriented
to unwind away from the bezel 7. This allows the lumi-
naire 1 to be pulled out of the hole 4 by the coil springs
9 unwinding. Figure 1 shows the coil springs 9 partially
unwound when the luminaire 1 is positioned in the hole
4. In this arrangement, the coil springs 9 resiliently hold
the panel 5 sandwiched between the coil springs 9 and
the bezel 7, to secure the luminaire 1 in the hole 4 in the
panel 5. Figures 2 and 3 show the coil springs 9 fully
wound, without the panel 5 present.
[0023] Protuberances 10 are located around the cylin-
drical inner surface 8 of the body 6. The protuberances
10 extend from the cylindrical inner surface 8, inwardly
towards the inside of the body 6. In this embodiment,
each protuberance 10 extends from a hole 11 in the body
6. More specifically, a first protuberance 10 extends from
a first hole 11 and a second protuberance 10 extends
from a second hole 11. The protuberances 10 are elon-
gate in a direction tangential to the cylindrical inner sur-
face 8 and perpendicular to a main axis of the cylindrical
inner surface 8.
[0024] The protuberances 10 extend from the holes 11
in the cylindrical inner surface 8 resiliently. That is, each

protuberance 10 is biased towards a position in which it
protrudes from the cylindrical inner surface 8. However,
the protuberances 10 can be deflected towards the cy-
lindrical inner surface 8, or in an outward direction,
against this biasing. When deflected, the protuberances
10 recede into the holes 11.
[0025] In this embodiment, the protuberances 10 each
comprise a portion of a resilient member 12. The resilient
member 12 extends around an outer surface 13 of the
body 6. The holes 11 are through holes, and the portions
of the resilient member 12 that form the protuberances
10 extend through the holes 11 to the inside of the body
6. In this embodiment, the resilient member 12 is a wire
spring clip. That is, it comprises a wire of a resilient ma-
terial, such as steel, adapted to correspond with the
shape of the outer surface 13 of the body 6 and to fit into
the holes 11 so as to clip or snap-fit to the body 6.
[0026] The body 6 has a ledge 14 extending from the
cylindrical inner surface 8. In this embodiment, the ledge
14 extends all the way around the cylindrical inner surface
8, although this is not necessary and, in other embodi-
ments, the ledge 14 extends just part way around of the
cylindrical inner surface 8, e.g. by comprising a plurality
of tabs. The ledge 14 is located further away from the
first end of the body 6 than the protuberances 10. In other
words, the protuberances 10 are located between the
ledge 14 and the first end of the body 6.
[0027] The lamp 2 has a housing 15 that comprises a
heat sink 16 and a cylindrical part 17. The housing 15 is
roughly cup shaped. The cylindrical part 17 is located
towards a first end of the housing 15, which is the open
end of the cup shape, and the heat sink 16 is located
towards a second end of the housing 15, which is the
closed end of the cup shape. The heat sink 16 and cy-
lindrical part 17 are generally contiguous with one anoth-
er. Indeed, in this embodiment, the heat sink 16 and cy-
lindrical part 17 are a single piece, e.g. a cast, pressed
or moulded component.
[0028] The heat sink 16 has fins 18 on an outer surface
of the housing 15, and a recess 19 in which a cable 20
can be mounted. In this embodiment, the fins 18 extend
in a direction from the first end to the second end of the
housing 15, which direction is inclined around the circum-
ference of the housing 15 such that each of the fins 18
extends helically around the housing 15.
[0029] The cylindrical part 17 has an outer diameter
smaller than an inner diameter of the cylindrical inner
surface 8 of the body 6 of the lamp holder 3. This allows
the cylindrical part 17 to be inserted into a void bounded
by the cylindrical inner surface 8 at the first end of the
body 6. An outer surface of the cylindrical part 17, at an
outer periphery adjacent to the open end of the housing
15, has a sector of reduced radius. In other words, an
outer periphery of the cylindrical part 17 at the first end
of the housing 15 extends radially less in a sector of the
cylindrical part 17 than elsewhere around the cylindrical
part 17. The sector of reduced radial extent defines a
face 21 on the outer periphery of the cylindrical part 17.
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The face 21 can be thought of as being defined by an
imaginary part cut away from the cylindrical surface. It
might be referred to as a recessed, depressed or indent-
ed face. In this embodiment, the face 21 is inclined to-
wards the first end of the housing 15. In other words, the
face 21 slopes towards the first end of the housing 15,
or defines a taper towards the first end of the housing
15. In other embodiments, the face 21 is parallel to a
main axis of the cylindrical part 17. Two such faces 21
are provided in this embodiment, diametrically opposed
to one another about the cylindrical part 17. There are
therefore two sectors in which the radial extent of the
cylindrical part 17 is reduced.
[0030] Three groups of grooves 22a, 22b, 22c are pro-
vided on the outer surface of the cylindrical part 17 of the
housing 15. Each of the grooves of a group of grooves
22a, 22b, 22c is spaced away from the first end of the
housing 15 by the same distance as the other grooves
in the respective group of grooves 22a, 22b, 22c. The
distance is different for each group of grooves 22a, 22b,
22c. A first group of grooves 22a is located furthest from
the first end of the housing 15. A second group of grooves
22b is spaced away from the first end of the housing 15
by a distance less than the distance that the first group
of grooves 22a is spaced away from the first end of the
housing 15, that is between the first group of grooves
22a and the first end of the housing 15. A third group of
grooves 22c is spaced away from the first end of the
housing 15 by a distance less than the distances that the
first and second groups of grooves 22a, 22b are spaced
away from the first end of the housing 15, that is between
the second group of grooves 22b and the first end of the
housing 15. In other embodiments, the third group of
grooves 22c is omitted, and there are only two groups of
grooves, e.g. the first and second groups of grooves 22a,
22b. Alternatively, more than three groups of grooves
22a, 22b, 22c are provided, each group of grooves 22a,
22b, 22c being spaced away from the first end of the
housing 15 by a different distance.
[0031] Referring to Figure 4A, the lamp 2 can be
mounted to the lamp holder 3 in a first arrangement, in
which the first end of the housing 15 of the lamp 2 abuts
the ledge 14 of the body 6 of the lamp holder 3 directly.
Alternatively, a first optical element 23 or a second optical
element 24 can be mounted between the first end of the
housing 15 and the ledge 14, in a second arrangement,
as shown in Figure 4B. In another alternative, both the
first optical element 23 and the second optical element
24 can be mounted between the first end of the housing
15 and the ledge 14, in a third arrangement, as shown
in Figure 4C.
[0032] A distance between the ledge 14 and the pro-
tuberances 10 is the same as the distance between the
first end of the housing 15 of the lamp 2 and the first
group of grooves 22a. Referring to Figure 4A, when the
lamp 2 is mounted with the first end of the housing 15
abutting the ledge 14 directly, this allows the protuber-
ances 10 to be accommodated by the first group of

grooves 22a. The distance between the ledge 14 and the
protuberances 10 is also the same as a distance between
the first end of the housing 15 of the lamp 2 and the
second group of grooves 22b plus the thickness of either
the first optical element 23 or the second optical element
24. Referring to Figure 4B, when the lamp 2 is mounted
with the first optical element 23 or the second optical
element 24 between the first end of the housing 15 and
the ledge 14, this allows the protuberances 10 to be ac-
commodated by the second group of grooves 22b. Final-
ly, the distance between the ledge 14 and the protuber-
ances 10 is also the same as a distance between the first
end of the housing 15 of the lamp 2 and the third group
of grooves 22c plus the thicknesses of the first optical
element 23 and the second optical element 24 together.
Referring to Figure 4C, when the lamp 2 is mounted with
the first optical element 23 and the second optical ele-
ment 24 between the first end of the housing 15 and the
ledge 14, this allows the protuberances 10 to be accom-
modated by the third group of grooves 22c.
[0033] In this embodiment, the grooves of the first, sec-
ond and third groups of grooves 22a, 22b, 22c are all
parallel with one another. They are also parallel with a
surface of the first end of the housing 15, which surface
abuts the ledge 14 in the first arrangement and abuts the
first or second optical element 23, 24 in the second and
third arrangements. In this embodiment, the surface is
planar, and the plane of the surface is perpendicular to
a central axis of the cylindrical part 17. In other embod-
iments, the surface is defined by multiple parts, such as
protrusions on the first end of the housing 15. However,
the grooves remain parallel to the plane defined by the
surface. More specifically, the grooves extend perpen-
dicularly to the axis around which the lamp 2 and lamp
holder 3 rotate between the first and second orientations.
In most embodiments, the surface is perpendicular to this
axis, since the surface slides over the ledge 14 or one of
the first and second optical elements 23, 24 as the lamp
2 and lamp holder 3 rotate between the first and second
orientations.
[0034] Further details of the construction of the lumi-
naire 1 of the illustrated embodiment can be seen in Fig-
ure 5, which is an exploded perspective view of the lu-
minaire 1. The housing 15 of the lamp 2 accommodates
various components that function to provide illumination
when the lamp 2 is supplied with electricity. In this em-
bodiment, the lamp 2 is a Light Emitting Diode (LED)
engine. An LED (not shown) is mounted on a Printed
Circuit Board (PCB), which in turn is mounted in an optical
component 25. The optical component 25 is arranged to
direct light from the LED, and typically comprises a re-
flective surface surrounding the LED and a lens in front
of the LED. In this embodiment, the lens is translucent
rather than transparent, to diffuse light emitted from the
LED. A thermal interface 26 is provided between the op-
tical component 25 and the housing 15, and optical com-
ponent 25 and thermal interface 26 are mounted in the
housing 15.
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[0035] A baffle 27 extends around the body 6 of the
lamp holder 3. It can be seen in Figure 5 that the body 6
has a smaller diameter towards the second end of the
lamp holder 3 than towards the first end of the lamp holder
3. A step change in the diameter between the first end
and the second end provides the ledge 14. The baffle 27
is located towards the second end of the lamp holder 3,
between the ledge 14 and the second end. In this em-
bodiment, the baffle 27 comprises a hollow cylinder open
at each end, and having a diameter larger than the di-
ameter of body 6 towards the second end of the body 6
and similar to that of the body 6 towards the first end of
the body 6.
[0036] The bezel 7 has a socket 28 for receiving the
body 6 and baffle 27. The socket 28 comprises a cylin-
drical wall standing on the bezel 7. The cylindrical wall
has a diameter larger than that of the baffle 27. The body
6, baffle 27 and cylindrical wall of the socket 28 are ar-
ranged coaxially and secured to one another by a fas-
tener. In this embodiment, the fastener also holds the
coil springs 9 in place. In more detail, the fastener com-
prises two bolts 29. Two holes are provided in each of
the cylindrical wall of the socket 28, the baffle 27 and the
body 6, diametrically opposed to one another on each of
the cylindrical wall of the socket 28, the baffle 27 and the
body 6 respectively and arranged to line up with one an-
other when the socket 28, the baffle 27 and the body 6
are mounted to one another. Each bolt 29 passes through
a hole in one end of one of the coil springs 9 then through
the holes in the cylindrical wall of the socket 28, the baffle
27 and the body 6. In this embodiment, spacers (not
shown) are provided on the bolts 29 between the cylin-
drical wall of the socket 28 and the baffle 27 and between
the baffle 27 and the body 6 to hold the socket 28 and
the baffle 27 apart from one another and the baffle 27
and the body 6 apart from one another.
[0037] The shape of the resilient member 12 can be
seen more clearly in Figure 5. It is generally circular, ex-
cept at the two portions that form the protuberances 10.
At these two portions the resilient member 12 is straight.
In this embodiment, the resilient member 12 has a gap
30 along its length. The gap 30 allows the resilient mem-
ber to flex, with the gap 30 opening when the resilient
member 12 flexes outwardly and closing when the resil-
ient member 12 returns to its un-flexed shape.
[0038] It can also be seen that the first optical element
23 is a transparent sheet, although in some embodi-
ments, the first optical element 23 is frosted or coloured.
The second optical element 24 is a honeycomb louvre.
[0039] Correspondence between the locations of the
faces 21, the locations of the grooves of the groups of
grooves 22a, 22b, 22c and the locations of the protuber-
ances 10 can be seen more clearly in Figures 6 and 7.
[0040] Referring to Figure 6, the protuberances 10 are
located at a first set of arcs α1, α2 around the cylindrical
inner surface 8 of the body 6. Each of the arcs of the first
set of arcs α1, α2 defines the angular extent of one of the
protuberances 10 over the cylindrical inner surface 8

when the protuberance 10 is not deflected into the holes
11. In this embodiment, there are two protuberances 10,
and hence two arcs in the first set of arcs α1, α2. One of
the arcs, or a first arc α1, is diametrically opposite the
other of the arcs, or a second arc α2. That is, the first arc
α1 is 180 degrees from the second arc α1. The protuber-
ances 10, and hence the arcs of the first set of arcs α1,
α2 are also the same size. In other words, the first set of
arcs α1, α2 around the cylindrical inner surface 8 of the
body 6 has rotational symmetry of order two.
[0041] Referring to Figure 7, the radial extent of the
outer periphery of the cylindrical part 17 of the housing
15 is reduced in sectors of the cylindrical part 17 to pro-
vide the faces 21. The sectors of reduced radial extent
are defined by a second set of arcs β1, β2. In this embod-
iment, there are two faces 21 and hence two sectors of
reduced radial extent and two arcs in the second set of
arcs β1, β2. One of the arcs, or a first arc β1, is diametri-
cally opposite the other of the arcs, or a second arc β2.
That is, the first arc β1 is 180 degrees from the second
arc β1. The faces 21, and hence the sectors of reduced
radial extent and the arcs of the second set of arcs β1,
β2 are the same size. In other words, the second set of
arcs β1, β2 around the outer periphery of the cylindrical
part 17 of the housing 15 has rotational symmetry of order
two.
[0042] Still referring to Figure 7, the grooves of the
groups of grooves 22a, 22b, 22c in the outer surface of
the cylindrical part 17 of the housing 15 are located at a
third set of arcs γ1, γ2. One groove of each of the groups
of grooves 22a, 22b, 22c is located in each arc of the
third set of arcs γ1, γ2. The grooves each have the same
angular extent around the cylindrical part 17. In this em-
bodiment, there are two grooves in each group of grooves
22a, 22b, 22c, and hence two arcs in the third set of arcs
γ1, γ2. One of the arcs, or a first arc γ1, is diametrically
opposite the other of the arcs, or a second arc γ2. That
is, the first arc γ1 is 180 degrees from the second arc γ2.
In other words, the third set of arcs γ1, γ2 around the outer
surface of the cylindrical part 17 of the housing 15 has
rotational symmetry of order two.
[0043] The arcs of the second set of arcs β1, β2 are
offset from the arcs of the third set of arcs γ1, γ2. In this
embodiment, the arcs of the second set of arcs β1, β2
are completely offset from the arcs of the third set of arcs
γ1, γ2, so that the faces 21 and the grooves of the sets of
grooves 22a, 22b, 22c do not overlap one another around
the circumference of the cylindrical part 17. More specif-
ically, the arcs of the second set of arcs β1, β2 are offset
from the arcs of the third set of arcs γ1, γ2 by 90 degrees.
In other words, they are perpendicular, or at a right angle,
to one another around the cylindrical part 17. Since there
are two arcs in the second set of arcs β1, β2 and two arcs
in the third set of arcs γ1, γ2, this means that there is an
arc of the second set of arcs β1, β2 or the third set of arcs
γ1, γ2 every 90 degrees around the cylindrical part 17,
with the arcs of the second set of arcs β1, β2 alternating
with the arcs of the third set of arcs γ1, γ2.
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[0044] In this embodiment, the angular extent of each
of the arcs of the first set of arcs α1, α2, the second set
of arcs β1, β2 and the third set of arcs γ1, γ2 is approxi-
mately the same. More specifically, each arc is around
30 degrees. However, the angular extent of the arcs dif-
fers in other embodiments. In many embodiments, the
angular extent of the arcs of the first set of arcs α1, α2 is
different from the angular extent of the arcs of the second
set of arcs β1, β2 which in turn is different to the angular
extent of the arcs of the third set of arcs γ1, γ2. In particular,
the angular extent of the arcs of the first set of arcs α1,
α2, defining the extent of the protuberances 10, is the
smallest in most embodiments.
[0045] The lamp 2 is mountable to the lamp holder 3
at a first orientation, as shown in Figure 2. In the first
orientation, the protuberances 10 coincide with the faces
21. In other words, the arcs of the first set of arcs α1, α2
coincide with the arcs of the second set of arcs β1, β2. In
this orientation, the faces 21 provide space between the
cylindrical part 17 and the inner cylindrical surface 8 for
the protuberances 10.
[0046] The lamp 2 is rotatable relative to the lamp hold-
er 3 from the first orientation to a second orientation,
which second orientation is shown in Figure 3. In the
second orientation, the protuberances 10 coincide with
the grooves of one of the sets of grooves 22a, 22b, 22c.
In other words, the arcs of the first set of arcs α1, α2
coincide with the arcs of the third set of arcs γ1, γ2. In this
orientation, the protuberances 10 are accommodated in
the grooves of one of the sets of grooves 22a, 22b, 22c
and the lamp 2 is secured in the lamp holder 3.
[0047] In order to install the luminaire 1, a user con-
nects the lamp 2 to an electrical supply using the cable
20. Typically, an end (not shown) of the cable 20 distal
from the lamp 2 incorporates a connector suitable for
coupling to an electrical supply.
[0048] The user decides whether or not to use the first
and/or second optical element 23, 24. If it is decided to
use the first and/or second optical element 23, 24, the
user inserts the chosen optical element(s) 23, 24 into the
lamp holder 3, by resting the optical element(s) 23, 24
on the ledge 14 of the body 6. If neither of the first or
second optical elements 23, 24 is to be used, this step
is omitted.
[0049] The user then mounts the lamp 2 to the lamp
holder 3. More specifically, the user inserts the cylindrical
part 17 of the housing 15 of the lamp 2 into the void
bounded by the cylindrical inner surface 8 of the body 6
of the lamp holder 3 by moving the lamp 2 and lamp
holder 3 towards one another in the direction of arrow A
shown in Figure 2. The lamp 2 is maintained in the first
orientation with respect to the lamp holder 3. That is, the
protuberances 10 are oriented to coincide with the faces
21, or such that the arcs of the first set of arcs α1, α2
coincide with the arcs of the second set of arcs β1, β2.
As the cylindrical part 17 is inserted into the void, space
between the faces 21 and the inner cylindrical surface 8
initially accommodates the protuberances 10. As the cy-

lindrical part 17 is inserted further into the void, the space
between the faces 21 and the inner cylindrical surface 8
reduces due to the taper of the faces 21. This means that
the faces 21 urge the protuberances 10 so that they de-
flect towards the inner cylindrical surface 8. This deflec-
tion is against the biasing of the protuberances 10, and
is accommodated by the protuberances receding into the
holes 11 in the inner cylindrical surface 8. Eventually, the
first end of the housing 15 of the lamp 2 comes to rest
against the ledge 14 or, if the first and/or second optical
elements 23, 24 have been used, then the first end of
the housing 15 of the lamp 2 comes to rest against the
first or second optical elements 23, 24 to hold the first
and/or second optical element 23, 24 between the first
end of the housing 15 and the ledge 14.
[0050] Next, the lamp 2 and lamp holder 3 are rotated
relative to one another from the first orientation to the
second orientation. This can be achieved by rotating the
lamp 2 in the direction of arrow B in Figure 3. However,
it will be appreciated that rotation in the opposite direction
to that shown in arrow B can achieve the same result. All
that is important is that the rotation is in a plane parallel
to the planes of the first end of the housing 15 and the
grooves of the first, second and third groups of grooves
22a, 22b, 22c. In this embodiment, a rotation of 90 de-
grees is required to move the lamp 2 and lamp holder 3
from the first orientation to the second orientation. As the
lamp 2 and the lamp holder 3 are rotated, the protuber-
ances 10 slide into one of the sets of grooves 22a, 22b,
22c. If neither the first or the second optical element 23,
24 has been used, then the protuberances 10 slide into
the grooves of the first set of grooves 22a. If just the first
or the second optical element 23, 24 has been used, then
the protuberances 10 slide into the grooves of the second
set of grooves 22b. If both the first and the second optical
element 23, 24 have been used, then the protuberances
10 slide into the grooves of the third set of grooves 22c.
With the protuberances 10 in the grooves of one of the
sets of grooves 22a, 22b, 22c, the lamp 2 is secured to
the lamp holder 3.
[0051] Finally, the luminaire 1 can be inserted into the
hole 4 in the panel 5. Typically this requires the user to
insert the luminaire 1 obliquely to the hole 4 so that one
of the coil springs 9 passes through the hole 4 before the
other. It may also be that the coil springs 9 are deflected
as they pass through the hole 4. However, the bezel 7 is
too wide to pass through the hole 4 and, once the coil
springs 9 have passed through the hole 4, they come to
rest against a surface of the panel 5 on the other side of
the panel 5 to the bezel 7. The luminaire 1 is thus held
in the hole 4, as shown in Figure 1.
[0052] The luminaire 1 can be removed from the panel
5 by pulling the bezel 7 away from the panel 5. This caus-
es the coil springs 9 to unwind and further manipulation
of the luminaire 1 can allow it to be extracted from the
hole 4. This allows the lamp 2 to be replaced, or the first
and/or second optical elements 23, 24 to be added, re-
moved or replaced.
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[0053] It will be appreciated that the illustrated embod-
iment represents just one way in which the ideas outlined
in this disclosure may be implemented. Variations and
modifications to the illustrated embodiment will occur to
the skilled person. In particular, the number of protuber-
ances 10, faces 21 and grooves in each of the sets of
grooves 22a, 22b, 22c may be different to that described,
and their extent around the cylindrical inner surface 8
and cylindrical part 17 may be different to that described.
In one embodiment, there are three protuberances 10,
three faces 21 and three grooves in each set of grooves
22a, 22b, 22c. The first set of arcs α1, α2, second set of
arcs β1, β2 and third set of arcs γ1, γ2 therefore each
comprise three arcs. These might each be spaced even-
ly, offset by 120 degrees. Thus, each of the first set of
arcs α1, α2, the second set of arcs β1, β2 and third set of
arcs γ1, γ2 may have rotational symmetry of order three.
In another embodiment, there are four protuberances 10,
four faces 21 and four grooves in each set of grooves
22a, 22b, 22c. The first set of arcs α1, α2, second set of
arcs β1, β2 and third set of arcs γ1, γ2 therefore each
comprise four arcs. These might each be spaced evenly,
offset by 90 degrees. Thus, each of the first set of arcs
α1, α2, the second set of arcs β1, β2 and third set of arcs
γ1, γ2 may have rotational symmetry of order four. In yet
other embodiments, there may be fewer protuberances
10 than faces 21 and grooves in the sets of grooves 22a,
22b, 22c, e.g. two protuberances 10, four faces 21 and
four grooves. These are, of course, just some of the pos-
sible variations, with many others being possible.

Claims

1. A luminaire comprising lamp holder (3) and a lamp
(2) mountable to the lamp holder (3), wherein the
lamp holder (3) comprises:

a body (6) with a cylindrical inner surface (8)
open at a first end of the body (6); and
protuberances (10) located at a first set of arcs
around the cylindrical inner surface (8), each
protuberance extending inwardly from the cylin-
drical inner surface (8),
and wherein the lamp (2) comprises:

a light source;
a housing (15) to which the light source is
mounted, the housing (15) comprising a cy-
lindrical part (17), an outer periphery of the
cylindrical part (17) at a first end of the hous-
ing (15) extending radially less at a second
set of arcs around the outer periphery of the
cylindrical (17) part than elsewhere around
the outer periphery of cylindrical part (17);
and
two or more groups of grooves (22a, 22b,
22c) in an outer surface of the cylindrical

part (17), the grooves being located at a
third set of arcs around the cylindrical part
(17) and each group of grooves (22a, 22b,
22c) being spaced away from the first end
of the housing (15) by a different distance,
the second set of arcs coinciding with the
first set of arcs when the lamp (2) is mounted
to the lamp holder (3) at a first orientation
and the third set of arcs coinciding with the
first set of arcs when the lamp (2) is mounted
to lamp holder (3) at a second orientation,
such that the outer periphery of the cylindri-
cal part (17) extending radially less at the
second set of arcs around the outer periph-
ery of the cylindrical part (17) than else-
where around the outer periphery of cylin-
drical part (17) facilitates insertion of the cy-
lindrical part (17) into the first end of the
body (6) at the first orientation by providing
space for the protuberances (10) between
the cylindrical part (17) and the cylindrical
inner surface (8), and when the lamp (2) is
rotated in the lamp holder (3) from the first
orientation to the second orientation the
grooves of one of the groups of grooves ac-
commodate the protuberances (10) to se-
cure the lamp (2) to the lamp holder (3).

2. The luminaire of claim 1, wherein the protuberances
(10) each extend inwardly from the cylindrical inner
surface (8) by extending resiliently from a hole in the
cylindrical inner surface (8).

3. The luminaire of claim 2, wherein the protuberances
(10) each comprise a portion of a resilient member
(12), which resilient member (12) extends around
the outside of the body (6).

4. The luminaire of claim 3, wherein the resilient mem-
ber (12) is a wire spring clip.

5. The luminaire of any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the cylindrical inner surface (8) of the lamp
holder (3) has a ledge (14) spaced away from the
first end of the body (6) of the lamp holder (3).

6. The luminaire of claim 5, wherein, when the lamp (2)
is mounted to the lamp holder (3) at the second ori-
entation and the protuberances (10) are accommo-
dated by the grooves of one of the two or more groups
of grooves (22a, 22b, 22c) that is located furthest
from the first end of the housing (15), the first end of
the housing (15) abuts the ledge (14).

7. The luminaire of claim 5 or claim 6, further comprising
an optical element (23) and wherein, when the lamp
(2) is mounted to the lamp holder (3) at the second
orientation and the protuberances (10) are accom-
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modated by one of the two or more groups of grooves
(22a, 22b, 22c) that is located closer to the first end
of the housing (15) than (the) one of the two or more
groups of grooves (22a, 22b, 22c) that is located
furthest from the first end of the housing (15), the
optical element (23) is secured between the first end
of the housing (15) and the ledge (14).

8. The luminaire of any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the grooves are parallel with an imaginary
plane defined by the first end of the housing (15).

9. The luminaire of any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the outer periphery of the cylindrical part
(17) of the housing (15) comprises two or more por-
tions of the outer surface of the cylindrical part (17)
that taper towards the first end of the housing (15).

10. The luminaire of any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the first set of arcs at which the protuber-
ances (10) are located has rotational symmetry
around the cylindrical inner surface (8).

11. The luminaire of any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the first set of arcs at which the protuber-
ances (10) are located has rotational symmetry of
order two around the cylindrical inner surface (8).

12. The luminaire of any one of the preceding claims,
wherein the lamp (2) is a Light Emitting Diode (LED)
engine.

13. A lamp (2) for mounting to a lamp holder (3), the
lamp (2) comprising:

a light source;
a housing (15) to which the light source is mount-
ed, the housing (15) comprising a cylindrical part
(17), an outer periphery of the cylindrical part
(17) at a first end of the housing (15) extending
radially less at a second set of arcs around the
outer periphery of the cylindrical part (17) than
elsewhere around the outer periphery of the cy-
lindrical part (17); and
two or more groups of grooves in the outer sur-
face of the cylindrical part (17), the grooves be-
ing located at a third set of arcs around the cy-
lindrical part (17) and each group of grooves
(22a, 22b, 22c) being spaced away from an end
of the housing (15) by a different distance.
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