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(54) POSITION SENSOR

(57) There is provided a position sensor capable of
maintaining the accuracy of the detection of a pressed
position with a pen tip, a finger tip and the like even when
irregular variations occur in the intensity of light received
by a light-receiving element. This position sensor in-
cludes: an optical waveguide in a sheet form including
an under cladding layer in a sheet form, a plurality of
linear cores arranged in a lattice form and formed on a
surface of the under cladding layer, and an over cladding
layer in a sheet form formed to cover the cores; a
light-emitting element connected to one end surface of
the cores of the optical waveguide; and a light-receiving
element connected to the other end surface of the cores.
The position sensor performs a reference setting process
(reference acquisition) for setting the intensity of light
which the light-receiving element receives from the cores
to a constant reference value not only at the start of use
but also intermittently at predetermined time intervals af-
ter the start of use. In addition, when the light-receiving
element senses a change in the amount of light propa-
gating in the cores due to a press with a pen tip and the
like during an input operation using a pen and the like,
the position sensor performs a reference setting stop
process for stopping the reference setting process.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a position sen-
sor for optically detecting a position.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] A position sensor for optically detecting a
pressed position has been hitherto proposed (see PTL
1, for example). This position sensor includes an optical
waveguide in a sheet form including a plurality of cores
serving as optical paths and arranged in vertical and hor-
izontal directions, and a cladding covering peripheral
edge portions of the cores. The position sensor is con-
figured such that light from a light-emitting element is
incident on one end surface of the cores and such that
the light propagating in the cores is sensed by a light-
receiving element at the other end surface of the cores.
When part of the surface of the position sensor in such
a sheet form is pressed with a finger and the like, some
of the cores corresponding to the pressed part are
crushed (decreased in cross-sectional area thereof as
seen in the pressed direction). In the cores corresponding
to the pressed part, the amount of light propagating there-
in is decreased and the amount of light sensed by the
light-receiving element is accordingly decreased, so that
the aforementioned pressed position is detected.
[0003] Specifically, when light propagates in the cores
arranged in the vertical and horizontal directions in this
manner, a graph showing the intensity of light which the
light-receiving element receives from the cores generally
illustrates a high intensity in a middle portion of a hori-
zontal side portion and a middle portion of a vertical side
portion on the light-receiving side, as shown in FIG. 6A.
The cores are connected in the order of arrangement
thereof to respective pixels of a light-receiving part of the
light-receiving element.
[0004] When a user inputs a character and the like into
a middle portion of the position sensor, for example, with
a pen, a finger and the like in this state, part of the surface
of the position sensor is pressed with the tip of the pen,
the tip of the finger and the like, so that the intensity of
light received by the light-receiving element is lowered
in the pressed part. Accordingly, parts of the aforemen-
tioned graph corresponding to the pressed part are low-
ered, as shown in FIG. 6B.
[0005] For the detection of the input position (coordi-
nates) of the pen tip, the finger tip and the like, it is nec-
essary to recognize the part (pressedpart) having a low-
ered received light intensity. To this end, as shown in
FIG. 6C, a threshold value for the received light intensity
is set, and the position (coordinates) of the pen tip, the
finger tip and the like is detected based on the received
light intensity lower than the threshold value.

RELATED ART DOCUMENT

PATENT DOCUMENT

[0006] PTL 1: JP-A-HEI8(1996)-234895

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

[0007] However, not only the aforementioned pressed
part but also four parts D indicated by thick arrows in FIG.
6C have a received light intensity lower than the threshold
value in the aforementioned case. This makes it impos-
sible to accurately detect the position of the pen tip, the
finger tip and the like.
[0008] To solve this problem, as shown in FIG. 7A, the
present inventors have performed a process (reference
acquisition) of defining the varying intensity of received
light shown in FIG. 6A as a reference (100%) once at the
start of use, and set a new threshold value (for example,
a value of 50% based on the reference of the received
light intensity) upon the reference acquisition at the start
of use. This makes only the received intensity light of the
pressed part with the pen tip, the finger tip and the like
become lower than the new threshold value, as shown
in FIG. 7B, thereby achieving accurate detection of the
position of the pen tip, the finger tip and the like.
[0009] Unfortunately, there are cases in which even
such a position sensor does not accurately detect the
pen tip and the finger tip depending on the circumstances.
As a result of the investigation into the cause of such
inaccurate detection, the present inventors have found
that, when a user’s hand which holds the pen and the
like is placed, for example, on the position sensor in the
sheet form for an input operation, the optical waveguide
is distorted to cause irregular variations in the received
light intensity subjected to the reference acquisition,
thereby resulting in the appearance of a part having a
received light intensity lower than the new threshold val-
ue in spite of the fact that no input operation is performed
with the pen tip, the finger tip and the like. It has been
found that the aforementioned position sensor still has
room for improvement in this regard.
[0010] In view of the foregoing, it is therefore an object
of the present invention to provide a position sensor ca-
pable of maintaining the accuracy of the detection of a
pressed position with a pen tip, a finger tip and the like
even when irregular variations occur in the intensity of
light received by a light-receiving element.
[0011] To accomplish the aforementioned object, a po-
sition sensor according to the present invention
comprises : an optical waveguide in a sheet form includ-
ing an under cladding layer in a sheet form, a plurality of
linear cores arranged in a lattice form on a surface of the
under cladding layer, and an over cladding layer in a
sheet form covering the cores; a light-emitting element
connected to one end surface of the cores of the optical
waveguide; a light-receiving element connected to the
other end surface of the cores, a reference setting means
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for setting an intensity of light which the light-receiving
element receives from the cores to a constant reference
value intermittently at predetermined time intervals after
the start of use of the position sensor; and a reference
setting stop means for stopping the reference setting
means from performing the reference value setting when
the light-receiving element senses a change in the
amount of light propagating in the cores due to pressing
of an input region, the input region is a surface part of
the over cladding layer corresponding to part of the cores
arranged in the lattice form of the optical waveguide,
wherein light emitted from the light-emitting element
passes through the cores of the optical waveguide and
is received by the light-receiving element, and wherein
a pressed position is specified, based on a change in the
amount of light propagating in the cores, when the input
region is pressed at any position.
[0012] The position sensor according to the present
invention includes the reference setting means for setting
the intensity of light which the light-receiving element re-
ceives from the cores to the constant reference value
intermittently at the predetermined time intervals after
the start of use of the position sensor. Thus, if the optical
waveguide is distorted to cause irregular variations in the
intensity of light received by the light-receiving element
because user’s hand, for example, is placed on the po-
sition sensor according to the present invention, the re-
ceived light intensity is set again to the constant reference
value within a predetermined time period. This setting is
repeated at the predetermined time intervals. Thus, if ir-
regular variations occur in the intensity of light received
by the light-receiving element as described above, the
received light intensity is set again to the constant refer-
ence value within the predetermined time period, so that
the received light intensity only in a pressed part with a
pen tip, a finger tip and the like is lowered during an input
operation with a pen, a finger and the like. This allows
the accurate detection of the pressed position. The po-
sition sensor according to the present invention further
includes the reference setting stop means. The setting
of the received light intensity to the constant reference
value is stopped when the pressed position with the pen
tip, the finger tip and the like is detected as described
above. This prevents position data about the detected
pressed position from being erased by the setting of the
received light intensity to the constant reference value.
[0013] In particular, when the predetermined time in-
tervals at which the reference setting means sets the
intensity of received light to the constant reference value
are in the range of 50 to 5000 ms, a proper input operation
is achieved during the normal use of the position sensor
according to the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0014]

[FIG. 1] FIG. 1A is a plan view schematically showing

one embodiment of a position sensor according to
the present invention, and FIG. 1B is an enlarged
sectional view of principal parts thereof.
[FIG. 2] FIG. 2A is a graph showing the intensity of
light received by a light-receiving element of the po-
sition sensor under normal conditions, FIG. 2B is a
graph showing an intensity ratio of light after a ref-
erence setting process is performed on the graph of
FIG. 2A, and FIG. 2C is a graph showing the detec-
tion of a pressed position in the graph of FIG. 2B.
[FIG. 3] FIG. 3 is an illustration showing an example
of a flow diagram for a CPU program in the position
sensor.
[FIG. 4] FIGS. 4A to 4F are enlarged plan views sche-
matically showing configurations of intersection of
linear cores arranged in a lattice form in the position
sensor.
[FIG. 5] FIGS. 5A and 5B are enlarged plan views
schematically showing paths of light at intersections
of the linear cores arranged in the lattice form.
[FIG. 6] FIG. 6A is a graph showing the intensity of
light received by a light-receiving element of a con-
ventional position sensor under normal conditions,
FIG. 6B is a graph showing the detection of a pressed
position in the graph of FIG. 6A, and FIG. 6C is a
graph showing the setting of a threshold value in the
graph of FIG. 6B.
[FIG. 7] FIG. 7A is a graph showing an intensity ratio
of light after the reference setting process is per-
formed on the graph of FIG. 6A, and FIG. 7B is a
graph showing the detection of a pressed position in
the graph of FIG. 7A.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

[0015] Next, an embodiment according to the present
invention will now be described in detail with reference
to the drawings.
[0016] FIG. 1A is a plan view showing one embodiment
of a position sensor according to the present invention.
FIG. 1B is a sectional view, on an enlarged scale, of a
middle portion of the position sensor. The position sensor
of this embodiment includes: an optical waveguide W in
a rectangular sheet form configured such that linear
cores 2 arranged in a lattice form are held between an
under cladding layer 1 and an over cladding layer 3 both
in a rectangular sheet form; a light-emitting element 4
connected to one end surface of the linear cores 2 ar-
ranged in the lattice form; and a light-receiving element
5 connected to the other end surface of the linear cores
2. Light emitted from the light-emitting element 4 passes
through the cores 2 and is received by the light-receiving
element 5. A surface part of the over cladding layer 3
corresponding to part of the cores 2 arranged in a lattice
form serves as an input region. In FIG. 1A, the cores 2
are indicated by broken lines, and the thickness of the
broken lines indicates the thickness of the cores 2. Also,
in FIG. 1A, the number of cores 2 are shown as abbre-
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viated. Arrows in FIG. 1A indicate the directions in which
light travels.
[0017] The position sensor according to this embodi-
ment performs a reference setting process (reference
acquisition) (with reference to FIGS. 7A and 7B) for set-
ting the intensity of light which the light-receiving element
5 receives from the cores 2 to a constant reference value
as performed in the aforementioned conventional posi-
tion sensor not only at the start of use but also intermit-
tently at predetermined time intervals after the start of
use. In addition, when the light-receiving element 5 sens-
es a change in the amount of light propagating in the
cores 2 due to a press with a pen tip, a finger tip and the
like during an input operation using a pen, a finger and
the like, the position sensor according to this embodiment
performs a reference setting stop process for stopping
the aforementioned reference setting process. The po-
sition sensor includes a CPU (central processing unit)
(not shown) for controlling the position sensor. The CPU
incorporates a program (reference setting means) for
performing the reference setting process intermittently
at the predetermined time intervals after the start of use,
and a program (reference setting stop means) for per-
forming the reference setting stop process.
[0018] If the optical waveguide W is distorted to cause
irregular variations in the intensity of light received by the
light-receiving element 5 because a user’s hand, for ex-
ample, is placed on the position sensor when a user uses
such a position sensor to perform an input operation on
a surface of the position sensor with a pen, finger and
the like, the received light intensity is set again to the
constant reference value within a predetermined time pe-
riod by the aforementioned reference setting process.
This reference setting process is repeated at the prede-
termined time intervals. This allows the accurate detec-
tion of the position of a pen tip, a finger tip and the like
(position where the received light intensity is lowered by
a press with a pen tip, a finger tip and the like) even if
irregular variations occur in the intensity of light received
by the light-receiving element 5 as described above. In
addition, when the position pressed with the pen tip, the
finger tip and the like is detected during the input opera-
tion as described above, the reference setting process
is stopped by the reference setting stop process. This
prevents position data about the detected pen tip, finger
tip and the like (pressed position) from being erased by
the reference setting process. After the input operation
is finished (the position pressed with the pen tip, the finger
tip and the like is no longer detected), the reference set-
ting process is repeated at the predetermined time inter-
vals again.
[0019] The predetermined time intervals at which the
reference setting process is performed are preferably in
the range of 50 to 5000 ms (milliseconds) from the view-
point of allowing a proper input operation during the nor-
mal use of the position sensor. When the predetermined
time intervals are less than 50 ms, the time intervals are
too short to allow the proper input operation. When the

predetermined time intervals exceed 5000 ms, the time
intervals are too long to perform the reference setting
process before the start of the input operation. For the
special use of the position sensor, the time intervals may
be set as appropriate depending on the use thereof.
[0020] More specifically, when neither the reference
setting process nor the input operation is performed while
light propagates in the cores 2 arranged in a lattice form
in the position sensor, a graph showing the intensity of
light which the light-receiving element 5 receives from
the cores 2 generally illustrates a high intensity in a mid-
dle portion of a horizontal side portion and a middle por-
tion of a vertical side portion on the light-receiving side,
as shown in FIG. 2A, as stated in the prior art technique.
The cores 2 are connected in the order of arrangement
thereof to respective pixels of a light-receiving part of the
light-receiving element 5.
[0021] As stated earlier, as shown in FIG. 2B, the ref-
erence setting process (reference acquisition) for setting
the intensity of light received by the light-receiving ele-
ment 5 to the constant reference value is performed not
only at the start of use of the position sensor (for example,
at the turning-on of the power to the position sensor) but
also intermittently at the predetermined time intervals af-
ter the start of use.
[0022] For the input of information by means of the
position sensor, for example, a user places the position
sensor on a desk and the like, and inputs a character, a
drawing, a mark and the like into the input region with a
pen, a finger tip and the like. At this time, a press with
the pen tip, the finger tip and the like decreases the
amount of light propagating in the cores 2 in the pressed
part, so that the intensity of light received by the light-
receiving element 5 is lowered in that part of the cores
2. Accordingly, parts of the aforementioned graph corre-
sponding to the pressed part are lowered, as shown in
FIG. 2C. The position (coordinates) of the pen tip, the
finger tip and the like (pressed part) is detected because
the parts having a lowered received light intensity (low-
ered parts of the graph) are lower than a previously set
threshold value. A locus of the position pressed with the
pen tip and the finger tip serves as input information about
the character, the drawing, the mark and the like.
[0023] When the position pressed with the pen tip, the
finger tip and the like is detected during the input opera-
tion, the reference setting process is stopped by the ref-
erence setting stop process. This prevents position data
about the detected pressed position from being erased
by the reference setting process (process for setting the
aforementioned received light intensity to the constant
reference value).
[0024] After the input operation is finished (the position
pressed with the pen tip, the finger tip and the like is no
longer detected), the reference setting process is repeat-
ed at the predetermined time intervals again. Thus, even
if irregular variations occur in the intensity of light received
by the light-receiving element 5, the reference setting
process is performed during the input operation, so that
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the position pressed with the pen tip, the finger tip and
the like is accurately detected.
[0025] The position sensor may further include an out-
put module for outputting inputted information (informa-
tion about the movement locus of the pen tip and the
like), a storage means such as a memory for storing the
information therein, a battery serving as a power source,
and the like, when necessary.
[0026] The position sensor may be connected to a per-
sonal computer (referred to hereinafter as a "PC") during
the input operation. In this case, for example, information
such as a document is displayed on a display of the PC.
In that state, the aforementioned information such as a
character is inputted into the input region of the position
sensor with a pen, a finger and the like as described
above. Thus, the locus of the pen tip, the finger tip and
the like is detected by the position sensor, and is also
transmitted as a signal to the PC by radio or through a
connecting cable to thereby appear on the display. Thus,
the information such as a character inputted by means
of the position sensor which is superimposed on the in-
formation such as a document is displayed on the display.
The displayed information may be stored in an informa-
tion storage medium such as a hard disk in the PC and
an external USB memory device. An exemplary flow di-
agram for the CPU program in such a case is shown in
FIG. 3.
[0027] Software (program) for converting coordinates
in the input region of the position sensor into coordinates
on the screen of the display to display a character and
the like inputted by means of the position sensor on the
display is incorporated in the PC used herein for the pur-
pose of displaying the character and the like inputted in
the input region of the position sensor in a position on
the display corresponding to the input position.
[0028] Further, when the position sensor further in-
cludes a storage means such as a memory, the afore-
mentioned input information may be stored as digital data
in the storage means, and may be reproduced (dis-
played) using a reproducing terminal (such as a PC and
a mobile machine) later. The input information may be
stored in the reproducing terminal. In this case, the re-
producing terminal and the position sensor are connect-
ed to each other with a connecting cable such as a micro
USB cable, for example.
[0029] Each intersection of the linear cores 2 arranged
in the lattice form is generally configured to be continuous
in all of the four intersecting directions as shown in en-
larged plan view in FIG. 4A in the aforementioned em-
bodiment, but may be of other configurations. For exam-
ple, each intersection may be separated by a gap G to
become discontinuous only in one of the intersecting di-
rections, as shown in FIG. 4B. The gap G is made of a
material for the formation of the under cladding layer 1
or the over cladding layer 3. The gap G has a width d
greater than 0 (zero) (it is only necessary that the gap G
is formed) and generally not greater than 20 mm. Like-
wise, as shown in FIGS. 4C and 4D, each intersection

may be discontinuous in two intersecting directions (in
two opposed directions in FIG. 4C, and in two adjacent
directions in FIG. 4D). Alternatively, each intersection
may be discontinuous in three intersecting directions, as
shown in FIG. 4E. Also, each intersection may be dis-
continuous in all of the four intersecting directions, as
shown in FIG. 4F. Further, the cores 2 may be in a lattice
form including two or more types of intersections shown
in FIGS. 4A to 4F. The term "lattice form" formed by the
linear cores 2 as used in the present invention shall be
meant to include a lattice form in which part or all of the
intersections are formed in the aforementioned manner.
[0030] In particular, intersections which are discontin-
uous in at least one intersecting direction as shown in
FIGS. 4B to 4F are capable of reducing intersection loss-
es of light. At an intersection which is continuous in all of
the four intersecting directions as shown in FIG. 5A, at-
tention will be given on one intersecting direction (upward
direction as seen in FIG. 5A). Then, part of light incident
on the intersection reaches a wall surface 2a of a first
core 2 perpendicular to a second core 2 through which
the light travels, and is transmitted through the first core
2 (with reference to dash-double-dot arrows in FIG. 5A)
because of the large angle of reflection from the wall sur-
face. Such light transmission occurs also in the opposite
intersecting direction (downward direction as seen in
FIG. 5A). As shown in FIG. 5B, on the other hand, when
an intersection is made discontinuous by the gap G in
one intersecting direction (upward direction as seen in
FIG. 5B), an interface between the gap G and a core 2
is formed. Then, part of light transmitted through the core
2 with reference to FIG. 5A is not transmitted through the
core 2 but is reflected from the interface to continue
traveling through the core 2 (with reference to dash-dou-
ble-dot arrows in FIG. 5B) because of the smaller angle
of reflection at the interface. Based on these facts, the
reduction in intersection losses of light is achieved by
making the intersection discontinuous in at least one in-
tersecting direction as mentioned above. As a result, the
sensitivity for detection of the pressed position with a pen
tip and the like is increased.
[0031] In the aforementioned embodiment, examples
of materials for the formation of the cores 2, the under
cladding layer 1 and the over cladding layer 3 include
photosensitive resins and thermosetting resins. The op-
tical waveguide W may be produced by a manufacturing
method depending on the materials. The cores 2 have a
refractive index higher than the refractive indices of the
under cladding layer 1 and the over cladding layer 3. The
adjustment of the refractive indices may be made, for
example, by adjusting the selection of the types of the
materials for the formation of the cores 2, the under clad-
ding layer 1 and the over cladding layer 3, and the com-
position ratio thereof. A rubber sheet may be used as the
under cladding layer 1, and the cores 2 may be formed
in a lattice form on the rubber sheet.
[0032] Also, an elastic layer such as a rubber layer may
be provided, as required, on the lower surface of the un-
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der cladding layer 1. In this case, when the restoring forc-
es of the under cladding layer 1, the cores 2 and the over
cladding layer 3 are weakened or when the under clad-
ding layer 1, the cores 2 and the over cladding layer 3
are originally made of materials having weak restoring
forces, the elastic force of the elastic layer may be used
to assist the weak restoring forces, thereby allowing the
under cladding layer 1, the cores 2 and the over cladding
layer 3 to return to their original states after the pressing
of the pressed part is released.
[0033] Next, an inventive example of the present in-
vention will be described in conjunction with a compara-
tive example. It should be noted that the present invention
is not limited to the inventive example.

EXAMPLES

[Material for Formation of Over Cladding Layer]

[0034]

Component a: 30 parts by weight of an epoxy resin
(EPOGOSEY PT available from Yokkaichi Chemical
Company Limited).
Component b: 70 parts by weight of an epoxy resin
(EHPE3150 available from Daicel Corporation).
Component c: 4 parts by weight of a photo-acid gen-
erator (CPI-200K available from San-Apro Ltd.).
Component d: 100 parts by weight of ethyl lactate
(available from Wako Pure Chemical Industries,
Ltd.).

[0035] A material for the formation of an over cladding
layer was prepared by mixing these components a to d
together.

[Material for Formation of Cores]

[0036]

Component e: 80 parts by weight of an epoxy resin
(EHPE3150 available from Daicel Corporation).
Component f: 20 parts by weight of an epoxy resin
(YDCN-700-10 available from Nippon Steel &
Sumikin Chemical Co., Ltd.).
Component g: 1 part by weight of a photo-acid gen-
erator (SP170 available from ADEKA Corporation).
Component h: 50 parts by weight of ethyl lactate
(available from Wako Pure Chemical Industries,
Ltd.).

[0037] A material for the formation of cores was pre-
pared by mixing these components e to h together.

[Material for Formation of Under Cladding Layer]

[0038]

Component i: 75 parts by weight of an epoxy resin
(EPOGOSEY PT available from Yokkaichi Chemical
Company Limited).
Component j : 25 parts by weight of an epoxy resin
(JER1007 available from Mitsubishi Chemical Cor-
poration).
Component k: 4 parts by weight of a photo-acid gen-
erator (CPI-200K available from San-Apro Ltd.).
Component l: 50 parts by weight of ethyl lactate
(available from Wako Pure Chemical Industries,
Ltd.).

[0039] A material for the formation of an under cladding
layer was prepared by mixing these components i to 1
together.

[Production of Optical Waveguide]

[0040] The over cladding layer was formed on a sur-
face of a base material made of glass by a spin coating
method with the use of the aforementioned material for
the formation of the over cladding layer. The over clad-
ding layer had a thickness of 5 mm, an elasticity modulus
of 1.2 GPa, and a refractive index of 1.503.
[0041] Next, the cores were formed on a surface of the
over cladding layer by a photolithographic method with
the use of the aforementioned material for the formation
of the cores. The cores had a thickness of 30 mm, a width
of 100 mm in a portion of a lattice form, a spacing of 600
mm, an elasticity modulus of 3 GPa, and a refractive index
of 1.523.
[0042] Next, the under cladding layer was formed on
the surface of the over cladding layer by a spin coating
method with the use of the aforementioned material for
the formation of the under cladding layer so as to cover
the cores. The under cladding layer had a thickness of
200 mm (as measured from the surface of the over clad-
ding layer), an elasticity modulus of 3 MPa, and a refrac-
tive index of 1.503.
[0043] Then, a substrate made of PET (having a thick-
ness of 1 mm) with a double-sided adhesive tape (having
a thickness of 25 mm) affixed to one surface thereof was
prepared. Next, the other adhesive surface of the double-
sided adhesive tape was affixed to a surface of the under
cladding layer. In that state, the over cladding layer was
stripped from the base material made of glass.

[Production of Position Sensor]

[0044] A light-emitting element (XH85-S0603-2s avail-
able from Optowell Co., Ltd.) was connected to one end
surface of the cores of the optical waveguide, and a light-
receiving element (s10226 available from Hamamatsu
Photonics K.K.) was connected to the other end surface
of the cores thereof. Then, a circuit was provided on
which the light-emitting element, the light-receiving ele-
ment, a CPU (dsPIC33FJ128MC706 available from Mi-
crochip Technology Inc.) for controlling the elements, a
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wireless module, a memory, a lithium-ion battery (3.7 V)
and the like were mounted. Thus, a position sensor for
each of Inventive and Comparative Examples was pro-
duced. A program for performing the aforementioned ref-
erence setting process intermittently at time intervals of
2000 ms after the start of use and a program for perform-
ing the aforementioned reference setting stop process
were incorporated in the CPU. A flow diagram for these
programs is shown in FIG. 3.

[Comparative Example]

[0045] The position sensor in Comparative Example
was prepared such that the reference setting process
was performed only at the start of use and the reference
setting stop process was not performed in Inventive Ex-
ample.

[Operation Check of Position Sensor]

[0046] A personal computer was further prepared.
Software (program) for converting coordinates in a region
of a surface part of the over cladding layer corresponding
to the cores arranged in the lattice form in the position
sensor in each of Inventive and Comparative Examples
into coordinates on the screen of a display to display a
character and the like inputted by means of the position
sensor on the display was incorporated in the personal
computer. The personal computer included a receiving
means so as to be able to receive radio waves (informa-
tion) from a wireless module of the position sensor. The
personal computer and the position sensor were con-
nected for transmission of information therebetween by
radio.
[0047] The position sensor in each of Inventive and
Comparative Examples was placed on a desk, with the
over cladding layer positioned upside, and power to the
position sensor was turned on. Next, a user held a pen
in his/her hand, placed his/her hand outside an input re-
gion of the position sensor, and inputted a character into
the input region with the pen. As a result, the inputted
character appeared on the display properly in Inventive
Example, but part of the inputted character did not prop-
erly appear in Comparative Example.
[0048] When the reference setting process to be per-
formed intermittently after the start of use was performed
at time intervals of 50 ms, 100 ms, 500 ms, 1000 ms,
3000 ms and 5000 ms in Inventive Example, results
showing tendencies similar to those in Inventive Example
were produced.
[0049] Although specific forms in the present invention
have been described in the aforementioned example, the
aforementioned example should be considered as mere-
ly illustrative and not restrictive. It is contemplated that
various modifications evident to those skilled in the art
could be made without departing from the scope of the
present invention.
[0050] The position sensor according to the present

invention is applicable to the proper detection of informa-
tion such as a character, a drawing and a mark inputted
into a surface of the position sensor itself.

Claims

1. A position sensor comprising:

an optical waveguide in a sheet form including
an under cladding layer in a sheet form, a plu-
rality of linear cores arranged in a lattice form
on a surface of the under cladding layer, and an
over cladding layer in a sheet form covering the
cores;
a light-emitting element connected to one end
surface of the cores of the optical waveguide;
a light-receiving element connected to the other
end surface of the cores;
a reference setting means for setting an intensity
of light which the light-receiving element re-
ceives from the cores to a constant reference
value intermittently at predetermined time inter-
vals after the start of use of the position sensor;
and
a reference setting stop means for stopping the
reference setting means from performing the
reference value setting when the light-receiving
element senses a change in the amount of light
propagating in the cores due to pressing of an
input region, the input region is a surface part of
the over cladding layer corresponding to part of
the cores arranged in the lattice form of the op-
tical waveguide,
wherein light emitted from the light-emitting el-
ement passes through the cores of the optical
waveguide and is received by the light-receiving
element, and
wherein a pressed position is specified, based
on a change in the amount of light propagating
in the cores, when the input region is pressed
at any position.

2. The position sensor according to claim 1, wherein
the predetermined time intervals at which the refer-
ence setting means sets the intensity of received
light to the constant reference value are in the range
of 50 to 5000 ms.
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