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(54) APPARATUS FOR OVERTURNING A VESSEL

(57) The present invention is related to the field of
devices for transportation or support of containers for
storage or objects in general, specifically with appropriate
devices for transportation or support of rigid or semi-rigid
containers that have bodies formed by a single piece and
in particular provides an apparatus for overturning ves-
sels.

The overturning apparatus for vessels comprises at
least one solid body (1) with a plate shape, which com-
prises two opposite sides where one of them is an es-
sentially flat surface and the other one is complementary
to the external shape of the vessel (2), in addition to pre-
senting a clamping element (5) joining the solid body
mentioned before to said vessel.
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Description

Technical field of the invention

[0001] The present invention is related to the field of
devices for transportation or support of containers for
storage or objects in general, specifically with appropriate
devices for transportation or support of rigid or semi-rigid
containers that have bodies formed by a single piece and
in particular provides an apparatus for overturning ves-
sels.

Background of the invention

[0002] In the field of transportation and support of stor-
age containers different devices have been developed
to facilitate their handling, transportation and stacking.
[0003] For example, in the document EP 1066772 B1
it is described a support structure for barrels, designed
for its application in large warehouses. This structure,
besides being a support also allows the stacking of said
barrels, which were horizontally stable, avoiding that said
barrels bear the weight of the ones that are stacked on
top of them. The support structure is designed for sup-
porting two barrels situated side-by-side, so that when
they are stacked on top of one another, only the support
structure holds the weight over them obtaining this man-
ner that the barrels bear solely its own load.
[0004] On the other hand, the document ES 2331497
B1 describes a mobile train formed by a system of cables
for moving silos and large earthenware jars, allowing their
loading and unloading. Specifically, the invention com-
prises a mobile train which can move thanks to the
stretching and reduction of two hydraulic bottles. For fas-
tening large earthenware jars and silos there are two ca-
bles of equal length that embrace the container by its
base. These cables are joined to a third cable of variable
length. Through the tightening of the cables, the two hy-
draulic bottles start to position the large earthenware jar
and the silos horizontally, whereas if it is desired that the
container is situated vertically to be deposited, the cables
shall extend. This way, the invention achieves the relo-
cation of large earthenware jars and silos in an easy and
safely manner.
[0005] Finally, in the document CN 204822394 U, an
utility model is described for a new ceramic wine jar that
includes an assembly that comprises a body and a handle
for the wine jar in order to facilitate its use. The upper
part of said jar must have a smaller diameter than the
body and the handle to achieve an assembly without trou-
ble. Said body consists of a retaining plate equipped with
a latch which is inserted in symmetrical orifices present
in said plate. This utility model provides with a simple and
practical structure and a convenient assembly which is
non-slip and anti-spill.
[0006] Nevertheless, the technical solutions pub-
lished, although most of them are simple, does not have
the ability of providing support to the containers which

allows at the same time these to be transported manually
through this same support.

Summary of the invention

[0007] The present invention consists of an overturn-
ing apparatus for vessels which comprises a solid body
that defines two opposite surfaces, one of them is a com-
plementary surface to the external form of the vessel
which is joined to the apparatus, and the other surface
is essentially flat. In addition, said apparatus comprises
at least one clamping element of said solid body to said
vessel.
[0008] In a preferred execution of the present inven-
tion, said solid body that forms the overturning apparatus
has a plate shape and the essentially flat surface ends
in a rounded portion in the bottom end of said solid body
which additionally may include removable wheels to
make easier its transportation.
[0009] In another preferred execution of the invention,
the apparatus may be comprised of two identical solid
bodies which are in a opposite position one of each other
and whose surfaces which are complementary to the
shape of the vessel serve as support to hold it in a safely
manner when the vessel is overturned. In a more pre-
ferred execution, these solid bodies are placed in parallel,
one from another. To join and maintain said solid bodies
fixed, in a preferred execution of the invention at least
two crossbeams are used which are placed between or
at the upper or bottom ends of the solid bodies.
[0010] In order to facilitate the transportation and the
overturning of the vessel, the apparatus of the invention
optionally presents a perforation in its upper and lower
portion whose diameter is complementary to the one of
a cylindrical rod that eventually could be inserted in said
perforations.
[0011] The overturning apparatus of the invention pref-
erably use clamping elements such as straps or ropes
which are fastened to the neck, to the base of said vessel
or both parts. Additionally, it may also include a third
clamping element such as a third strap or rope connecting
those that fasten the neck and the base of the vessel. All
these clamping elements may also include respective
pieces for its length adjustment.

Brief description of the figures

[0012]

Figure 1 shows a first execution of the overturning
apparatus for vessels which is the subject of the
present invention, with the solid body in a side view.

Figure 2 shows a first execution of the overturning
apparatus for vessels which is the subject of the
present invention, with the solid body in a front view.

Figure 3 shows a first execution of the overturning
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apparatus for vessels which is the subject of the
present invention, with the solid body in a top view.

Figure 4 shows a plane of the overturning apparatus
for vessels which is the subject of the present inven-
tion, with the solid body in a side view.

Detailed description of the invention

[0013] Hereinafter the invention will be described in
detail, referring to this purpose to the figures.
[0014] First of all, the invention provides an overturning
apparatus for vessels (Figure 1). Said overturning appa-
ratus, generally speaking, presents a solid body (1) and
a clamping element (5) which holds the solid body (1)
together with the vessel (2).
[0015] Said solid body comprises two ends, upper and
lower. The upper end is adjacent to the neck of the vessel,
while the lower end of said solid body is attached to the
base of said vessel.
[0016] The solid body (1) has plate shape, defining
plate as a rigid sheet that leaves its thickness to free
choice. Said solid body (1) defines two opposite surfaces.
One of these surfaces, defined by said plate, is a com-
plementary surface (8a) to the shape of the vessel (2),
through which fits together to the same. The opposite
surface (8b) to the previous one, also defined by said
plate (1a) is essentially flat facilitating this way the support
of the vessel (2) when this is overturned, understanding
as essentially flat that said surface, in most of its part
does not show changes in its plane.
[0017] The solid body (1) at its upper end is rounded,
while the essentially flat surface (8b) at its lower end ends
in a portion that it is also rounded. In a preferred execu-
tion, the solid body may have a perforation both in its
upper and lower section (3a and 3b), which will have a
diameter complementary to the one of a cylindrical rod
that in a preferred execution is inserted in said perforation
(3a and 3b), to facilitate the transportation and/or over-
turning of the vessel (Figure 5).
[0018] In a preferred execution, a first solid body (1)
and a second solid body (1a) which are identical can be
placed facing each other. In a preferred execution said
first solid body (1) and said second solid body (1a) are
placed in parallel to one another. To join and hold fixed
said solid bodies to one another, preferentially at least
two crossbeams (4a) and (4b) are used which are placed
between the upper and lower ends of the solid bodies,
as it is shown in Figure 2. Nevertheless, the possibility
of using different means to maintain fixed said solid bod-
ies (1) and (1a) to one another remains open.
[0019] In order to the solid body (1) safely fits together
to vessel (2), a clamping element will be used (5) such
as a rope or strap which will be placed around the neck
of the vessel (2). In a preferred execution, it is possible
to use a second clamping element (5a) which surrounds
the base of the vessel (2). These clamping elements (5)
and (5a) may have a part capable of adjusting the length

of said clamping elements such as buckles and tension-
ers.
[0020] In an additional preferred execution, a third
clamping element may be included (5b) which will join
together clamping elements (5) and (5a). In this case, it
is also possible to use a length adjustment piece of said
third clamping element, in order to provide a more ad-
justed holding with respect to the vessel.
[0021] In another preferred execution, as it is shown
in figures 1 and 2, two through bolts (6a) and (6b) may
be incorporated which will adjust the cover (7) of the ves-
sel (2). One of said bolts is joined to the clamping element
(5), while the second of said bolts is joined to the cross-
beam (4a).
[0022] Finally, in a preferred execution, a rotation ele-
ment may be included, for example a wheel, which is
removable. Said rotation element will be mounted in the
rounded lower section of the solid body (1) (not shown).
[0023] Hereinafter, execution examples of the present
invention will be described. It should be understood that
said examples are looking to provide a better understand-
ing of the present invention, however do not limit the
scope of the same.

Example 1: Construction of the Overturning Appara-
tus for Vessels.

[0024] An overturning apparatus for vessels was built
using the following specifications (Figure 4):

- A solid body (1) with plate shape that measures 105
cm. from its upper to its lower end.

- The essentially flat surface of the solid body (1) has
a length measurement of 60 cm.

- The upper end of said solid body (1) will have a
rounded shape with a radius of 20 cm.

- The upper end of the solid body (1) presents a per-
foration (3a) with a diameter of 10 cm, at a distance
of 16 cm measured from the outer face of the solid
body.

- The lower end of the solid body (1) will have a round-
ed shape with a radius of 38.50 cm. measured from
a portion of the vessel (2) and presents a perforation
(3b) with a diameter of 10 cm.

Example 2: Mode of use of the Overturning Appara-
tus for Vessels.

[0025] The overturning apparatus for vessels of the
present invention is used as follows:

- In order to the overturning apparatus to be fixed ver-
tically with respect to the vessel, the two clamping
elements (5) and (5a) are used which are fit to the
neck of the vessel and to the lower portion of the
body of said vessel, respectively.

- The perforation (3) is adjacent to the neck of the ves-
sel.
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- In order to the vessel can overturn, a bar is used
which is inserted in the perforation (3), to be used
as a handle (Figure 5).

- Depending on the size of the vessel, one person or
two people are placed in front of the overturning ap-
paratus if the vessel is small and can be overturned
by a single person, or on both sides of the upper end
of the overturning apparatus if the vessel is large as
shown in Figure 5. A single person can pull the over-
turning apparatus towards itself, allowing that the
vessel positions horizontally over said overturning
apparatus. The two people will help each other, one
on each side, holding the bar which goes through
the perforation (3) of the overturning apparatus and
pulling downwards simultaneously said overturning
apparatus, until also achieving that the vessel rests
horizontally on the same.

- The overturning apparatus is supported by the es-
sentially flat part in the surface that is allocated for
that, constituting itself as a sort of base or support
of the overturned vessel, which in this way rests hor-
izontally on the overturning apparatus.

- Said surface where the overturning apparatus rests
with the vessel on top of it, may additionally include
parallel slots where the solid bodies of the overturn-
ing apparatus fit together perfectly, providing this
way greater stability to the overturning apparatus-
vessel set located horizontally (Figure 5).

Claims

1. An overturning apparatus for vessels, CHARAC-
TERIZED by comprising:

- a solid body that defines two opposite surfaces,
one of said surfaces is a complementary surface
to the external shape of the vessel and the other
surface is essentially flat, and
- a clamping element of the solid body to said
vessel.

2. The overturning apparatus for vessels of claim 1,
CHARACTERIZED in that solid body has a plate
shape and in that said essentially flat surface ends
in a rounded portion at the lower end of said solid
body.

3. The overturning apparatus for a vessel of claim 1,
CHARACTERIZED by additionally comprising a
second solid body faced to a first solid body and iden-
tical to this one.

4. The overturning apparatus for a vessel of claim 3,
CHARACTERIZED in that said identical solid bod-
ies are placed in parallel with each other and held
fixed with respect to each other by appropriate fas-
tening means.

5. The overturning apparatus for a vessel of claim 4,
CHARACTERIZED in that said fastening means are
crossbeams placed between or in the upper and low-
er ends of the solid bodies.

6. The overturning apparatus for a vessel of claim 1,
CHARACTERIZED in that said solid body presents
a perforation in its upper portion and in that said
apparatus additionally comprises a cylindrical rod
which is inserted in said perforation and whose di-
ameter is complementary to the diameter of said per-
foration.

7. The overturning apparatus for a vessel of claim 1,
CHARACTERIZED in that said clamping elements
are straps or ropes.

8. The overturning apparatus for a vessel of claim 6,
CHARACTERIZED in that said straps or ropes are
fastened to the neck and base of said vessel or to
both of them.

9. The overturning apparatus for a vessel of claim 6,
CHARACTERIZED by comprising three straps or
ropes, a first one fastened to the neck of said vessel,
a second one fastened to the base of said vessel
and a third one that connects the first and second
strap or rope.

10. The overturning apparatus for a vessel of claim 6,
CHARACTERIZED in that said straps or ropes com-
prise a length adjustment part.

11. The overturning apparatus for a vessel of claim 2,
CHARACTERIZED by having wheels attached to
the solid body at the lower end in said rounded por-
tion.
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