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) Marker.

@ Marker comprising a trilateral hollow pyramid the
sides of which each consist of a rigid trianguiar
plastic panel (10, 11, 12). The side edges of one of
said panels is connected by hinges (19) each to one
(10) side edge (14, 15) of the other two (11, 12) of
said panels, which are releasably interconnected at
the other side edges thereof.
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The invention relates to a marker, comprising a
trifateral hollow pyramid.
The marker of the invention is intended for use
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as a traffic sign on streets, roads and open places -

in order to define an area from which traffic should
be excluded for one reason or the .other. It is also
intended to be used as a sign indicating danger or
other conditions that should be observed by the
public, or indicating a route to be followed by the
participants of sport contests and similar events.

The purpose of the invention is to provide a
marker which can be easily handled and can -be
easily adapted to the intended use thereof and
which can be stored in a compact condition so that
a number of markers can be carried in a car
without requiring a lot of space therein.

According to the invention, the related purpose
is achieved by providing a marker of the kind
referred to which is characterized by the feaiures
of claim 1.

In order to illustrate the invention an embodi-
ment of the marker according to the invention will
be described in more detail below, reference being
made to the accompanying drawings in which

FIG. 1 is a plan view of the marker in an
unfolded flat condition,

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary side view of two
adjacent panels of the marker with a hinge moun-
ted therebetween,

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a hinge
element,

FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a hinge
element mounted to two adjacent panels,

7 FIG. 5 is a plan view of the marker folded up
for storage,

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a marker in
the operative condition,

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a connection
strap,

FIG. 8 is a fragmentary side view of two
adjacent panels of the marker interconnected by
the connecting strip of FIG. 7, and

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of the marker
mounted to a tripod stand on the top thereof.

The marker shown in the drawings comprises
three identical triangular panels, a central panel 10
and two side panels 11 and 12, which are made of
a rigid plastic material such as polypropylene, in a
suitable colour. Each panel has a base edge 13
and two side edges 14 and 15, and pieces 16 of a
light-reflecting material is attached to one or both
sides thereof. Also a suitable text 16', FIGS. 6 and
9, of a light-reflecting material can be arranged on
the panels.
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The apex between the side edges 14 and 15 of
each panel is cut off at 17, and at this apex each
panel has an aperture 18.

At the side edges 14 and 15, the central panel
10 is jointed fo the adjacent side edges 14 and 15
of the side panels 11 and 12 by means of hinges
19. These hinges can comprise a thin web of the
same plastic material as that from which the panels
are made, said web being integral with the panels
jointed by the hinge, but it is preferred to arrange
the hinge as is shown in FIGS. 2 to 4. The hinge
shown therein comprises an S-shaped element 20
of strip material, which is engaged with slots 21 in
the panels {o be jointed, said slots extending along
the adjacent edges. A hinge of this type provides
the advantage over the web connection mentioned
above, that the jointed panels can be easily discon-
nected should it be necessary for one reason or
the other to replace a panel. .

For storage of the marker this can be folded up
by folding the side panel 11 against one side of the
central panel 10 and the side panel 12 against the
other side of the central panel 10 such that the
marker will appear as disciosed in FIG. 5. In this
folded up condition, the marker can easily be
stored and requires a small space only, and it is
also possible to hang up one or several markers on
a hook or other suspension means by passing such
hook or means through the apertures 18 in the
three panels registering with each other.

When the marker is to be used it is folded to
form a trilateral hollow pyramid as shown in FIG. 6.
In order to maintain the marker in the pyramid
shape a connection means for interconnecting the
free edges 14 and 15 of the side panels 11 and 12
is provided. In the embodiment shown, such means
comprises a strap 22, FIGS. 7 and 8, of a flexible
and elastic rubber or plastic material, which forms
a head 23 at one end thereof and a grooved tab 24
at the other end thereof. On opposite sides of the
strap there are formed mutually spaced cross ribs
25, the ribs on one side of the sirap being dis-
placed longitudinally in relation to the ribs on the
other side of the strap. The strap is passed through
a slot 21 in one of the side panels such that the
head 23 engages one side of the panel, the head
being too large to pass through the slot, and when
the marker has been folded to form the pyramid
the strap is passed through the corresponding slot
21 in the other side panel and is pulled tight by
gripping the strap at the tab 24. Then, it is possibie
to draw the adjacent edges tightly together and to
lock the strap in the tightened position by one
cross rib or the other engaging the edge of the slot
in said other side panel. The pyramid obtained will
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be very sturdy and rigid and can be positioned on
the ground resting at the base edges 13, but it is
also possible to mount the pyramid as a cap on top
of a tripod 26 as is shown in FIG. 9. Preferably, the
legs of the tripod are adjustable as to the length
thereof.

Due to the cut off of each panel at 17 there is a
through opening 27 in the top of the pyramid, and
a stick or bar can be passed through this opening
and be driven down into the ground, and it is also
possible to use the opening for mounting a lantern
to the top of the pyramid.

It should be noticed that the pyramid can be
formed with either of the two sides of the panels
facing outwards, which means that two different
decorations of the marker can be obtained if the
decoration of one side of each panel is different
from the decoration of the other side of the panel.
Thus, the appearance of the marker can be adapt-
ed to two different purposes of use.

Claims

1. Marker comprising a trilateral hollow pyr-
amid, characterized in that the sides (10, 11, 12)
of the pyramid each consist of a rigid triangular
plastic panel, the side edges (14, 15) of one (10) of
said panels being connected by hinges (19) each
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to one side edge of the other two (11, 12) of said
panels, and that means releasably interconnects
said latter panels at the other side edges thereof.

2. Marker as claimed in claim 1 wherein the
hinges (19) between the panels (10, 11, 12) com-
prise S-shaped links (20) received by slots (21) in
the panels, extending along the edges thereof.

3. Marker as claimed in claim 1 or 2 wherein
said means comprises an elastic strap (22) having
a head portion (23) at one end thereof and cross
ribs (25) mutually spaced longitudinally of the
strap, said strap being passed through slots (21) in
the panels, extending along said other edges.

4. Marker as claimed in any of claims 1 to 3
wherein light-reflecting material (16, 16°) is pro-
vided on the outside surface of at least one of said
paneis (10, 11, 12).

5. Marker as claimed in any of claims 1 to 4
wherein each panel (10, 11, 12) at the top apex
thereof forms an aperture (18).

6. Marker as claimed in any of claims 1 to §
wherein the pyramid is truncated to form at the top
thereof an opening for the passage of a stick, for
mounting a lantern or for similar purposes.

7. Marker as claimed in any of claims 1 to 6
further comprising a tripod stand the uppser portion
of which is received inside the marker which forms
a cap on top of the tripod stand.



0218 771




0218 771




EPO Form 1503 03 82

9

European Patent
Office

EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

Application number

EP 85 85 0324

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT
Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, Relevant CLASSIFICATION OF THE
Category of relevant passages to claim APPLICATION (int. C!.4)
, E 0L F 9,01
X |US-A-4 462 145 (SCHULZE) 1 B 60 Q 7,00
*# Column 1, lines 26-43; column E 05 D 1/02
6, lines 40,41,43-52,56,57; col-
umn 7, lines 22-26,36-40,67,68;
column 8, lines 1-9,18-23,65-68;
column 9, lines 1-4,6,7; column
12, lines 33-41; column 13, lines
3,4,7-10,26-31,33,34; figures
2,3,7,37,39 *
A 3,6
A Us-a-3 772 811 (ALSUP) 1-4
¥ Column 1, lines 20-33; column
3, lines 1-17; column 5, lines
4-23; column 11, lines 53-67;
column 12, lines 1-40; column 13,
lines 6-9; column 14, lines TECHNICAL FIELDS
5-8,%0-16; figures 9,11,12 * SEARCHED (Int. Cl.4
A FR-A-2 213 720 (DESCLOUX) 1
* Pagel, lines 13-16; page 2, EOCL F
lines 5-10 * B 60 Q
E 01 C
- E 05 D
A,L | FR-A-2 127 602 (DESCLOQOUX) 1,2,4
5
* Page 1, lines 11-14,24,25; page
2, lines 1-6,8,9,16-18; figures
1,2 *
- -/ =
The present search report has been drawn up for all ciaims
Place of search ’ Date of completion of the search Examner
THE HAGUE 15-06-1986 SCHUMAN R.
CATEGORY CF CITED DOCUMENTS T : theory or principle underlying the invention
] E : earlier patent document. but published on, or
X : particulariy relevant if taken alone after the filing date
Y : particuiarly reievant if combined with another D : document cited in the application
document of the same category L : document cited for other reasons
A . technological background
O . non-written disclosure & . member of the same patent family, corresponding
P - intermediate document document




EPO Form 1503 03 82

9

European Patent
Office

EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT | Application numboer

EP 85 85 0324

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT Page 2
Citation of document with indication. where appropriate, Reievant CLASSIFICATION OF THE
Category of relevant passages to claim APPLICATION (int. C1.4)
A | US-A-2 667 000 (O'CONNOR) 1,4
* Column 2, lines
1-4,7-12,46-48,53-55; column 3,
lines 1-3,11-14,17-20; column 4,
lines 18-21; figures 2,3,5 *
A EP-A-0 137 628 (NATIONAL 1.2,4
RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION)
* Page 2, lines 9-12; page 3,
lines 26-28; page 4, lines
1,2,35-37; page 5, lines 1-11;
page 6, lines 7,8; figure 2 *
A GB~-A-1 362 523 (SCOVILL 1,2-5
MANUFACTURING COMPANY)
* Page 1, lines
19-25,31-36,87-91,96; page 2,
lines 1-6,12-16,49-52; figures TECHNICAL FIELDS
4,6 * SEARCHED (int. Cl 4)
A NL-A-6 700 245 (VOORN) 1,3-5
* Page 2, lines
16-21,24-29,35,36; figure *
A US-A=-2 483 734 (NEAL) 1,5,6
* Column 2, lines 42-50; column
3, lines 8-19; figures 1,2 *
A DE-A-3 124 339 (MULLER) 1,6
* Page 6, 1lines 14-20; page 7,
lines 2-4; page 9, lines 25,26;
figure 1 *
- - / -
The present search report has been drawn up for all claims
Place of search Date of completion of the search Examiner
THE EHAGUE 13~-06-1986 SCHUMAN R.
CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS T : theory or principle underiying the invention
E : earlier patent document, but published on, or
X particuiarly relevant if taken alone after the filing date
Y . particularly relevant if combined with another D : document cited in the apphication
document of the same category L . document cited for other reasons
A = technological background
O : non-written disclosure & | member of the same patent family, corresponding
P intermediate document document




EPO Form 1503 0) 82

9

European Patent

. EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT
Office

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Application number

EP 85 85 0324

Page 3

Category

Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, Relevant
of relevant passages to claim

CLASSIFICATION OF THE
APPLICATION (Int. Cl.4)

A

US-A-3 191 218 (SKIBA) 2
* Column 1, line 71; column 2,
lines 1-5,11-18,29-32; figures
1-6 *

FR=-A- 486 448 (NIXON) 2
* Page 2, lines 31-33,93-97; fig-
ure 3 *

DE~-C- 305 733 (FRANCKSEN) 2
* Page 1, lines 1,2,38,39; figure
l.*

US~-A=2 219 524 (LINDLEY et al.) 2
* Page 1, left-hand column, lines
49-53 and right~-hand column,
lines 23-35; figures 1-3 *

GB-A-1 267 189 (ARCHENHOLZ) 2
* Page 2, lines 50-65; figure 3 *

UsS-A-1 559 999 (SHIPMANY 6
* Page 1, lines 16-31; figures
1-4 *

GB-A- 961 401 (BUTZ) 6,7
* Page 2, lines
26-29,43-48,54,55; figures 4,5 *

The present search report has been drawn up for all claims

TECHNICAL FIELDS
SEARCHED (int. Cl.4)

Place of search ’ Date of compietion of the search

THE HAGUE 153-056-1986 SCHUMAN R.

Examiner

VO» <X

particularly relevant if taken alone

. particularly relevant if combined with another
document of the same category

. technological background

© non-written disclosure

. 1ntermediate document document

CATEGORY CF CITED DOCUMENTS

after the filing date

o O m-

. theory or principle underlying the invention
. earlier patent document, but pubhtished on. or

© document cited in the application
. document cited for other reasons

: member of the same patent family, corresponding




	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

