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(54) DESWIRLER ASSEMBLY FOR A CENTRIFUGAL COMPRESSOR

(57) A diffuser assembly (200) for conditioning an ef-
fluent of a centrifugal compressor (102). The diffuser as-
sembly (200) comprises an annular conduit (201), a first
set of vanes (231), and a second set of vanes (233). The
annular conduit (201) comprises a first wall (203) and a
second wall (205) displaced from each other and coop-
erating to define an inlet (207), an outlet (209), and a
passage (211) extending from the inlet (207) to the outlet

(209). The passage (211) has a first linear portion (213),
a curved portion (215), and a second linear portion. The
first set of vanes (231) are positioned in the first linear
portion (213) of said passage (211). The second set of
vanes (233) are positioned in the curved portion (215) of
the passage (211). Each vane of the second set of vanes
(233) curves axially and laterally from a vane leading
edge (346) to a vane trailing edge (348).
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Description

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a diffuser as-
sembly for conditioning effluent of a centrifugal compres-
sor, for example as used in a gas turbine engine.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Centrifugal compressors are used in rotating
machines to pressurize a fluid. A typical centrifugal com-
pressor comprises an impeller coupled to a rotatable
shaft. Fluid exiting a rotating impeller is at a high Mach
number and dynamic pressure. For certain applications,
such as a gas turbine engine having a centrifugal com-
pressor discharging pressurized air to a combustion
chamber, the fluid exiting a rotating impeller must be dif-
fused prior to being used in an application.

SUMMARY

[0003] The present disclosure provides a diffuser as-
sembly and a method of conditioning a fluid exiting a
centrifugal compressor as set out in the appended
claims.
[0004] According to some aspects of the present dis-
closure, a diffuser assembly is disclosed for conditioning
an effluent of a centrifugal compressor. The centrifugal
compressor has an axis of rotation. The diffuser assem-
bly comprises an annular conduit, a first set of vanes,
and a second set of vanes. The annular conduit compris-
es a first wall and a second wall, the first and second
walls displaced from each other and cooperating to de-
fine an inlet, an outlet, and a fluid passage extending
from the inlet to the outlet. The fluid passage comprises
a first passage portion, a second passage portion, and
a third passage portion. The first passage portion extends
radially outward from the inlet and defined between a first
portion of the first wall and a first portion of the second
wall. The first portions of the first and second walls are
linear and parallel in axial cross section along a length
of the first passage portion. The second passage portion
extends from the first passage portion and is defined be-
tween a second portion of the first wall and a second
portion of the second wall. The second portions of the
first and second walls are curved in an axial dimension
in axial cross section. The third passage portion extends
from the second passage portion and is defined between
a third portion of the first wall and a third portion of the
second wall. The third portions of the first and second
walls are linear in axial cross section and spaced apart
at an increasing distance along a length of the third pas-
sage portion. The first set of vanes are positioned in the
first passage portion. The second set of vanes are posi-
tioned in the second passage portion. Each of the vanes
of the second set of vanes comprises a pressure surface
and a suction surface extending from a leading edge to

a trailing edge of the vane. The pressure and suction
surfaces each curve in an axial dimension and a lateral
dimension.
[0005] In some embodiments each of the vanes of the
first set of vanes curve in a lateral dimension. In some
embodiments each of the vanes of the first set of vanes
curve about a respective radius extending perpendicular
to the axis of rotation. In some embodiments the second
portions of the first and second walls are spaced apart
by the same distance along the length of the second pas-
sage portion. In some embodiments the second portions
of the first and second walls are spaced apart at a de-
creasing distance along a length of the second passage
portion.
[0006] In some embodiments the inlet is positioned to
receive the effluent of the centrifugal compressor. In
some embodiments the outlet is positioned to direct fluid
exiting a deswirler assembly to a combustion chamber.
In some embodiments one or more vanes of the second
set of vanes have a length greater than two thirds of a
length of the second passage portion. In some embodi-
ments one or more vanes of the first set of vanes have
a length greater than three quarters of a length of the first
passage portion.
[0007] According to further aspects of the present dis-
closure, a diffuser assembly is disclosed for conditioning
an effluent of a centrifugal compressor having an axis of
rotation. The diffuser assembly comprises an annular
conduit, a first set of vanes, and a second set of vanes.
The annular conduit comprises a first wall and a second
wall displaced from each other and cooperating to define
an inlet, an outlet, and a passage extending from the inlet
to the outlet. The passage comprises a first linear portion,
a curved portion, and a second linear portion. The first
set of vanes are positioned in the first linear portion of
the passage. The first linear portion is defined between
radially extending portions of the first wall and second
wall. Each vane of the first set of vanes curves from a
first leading edge to a first trailing edge. The second set
of vanes are positioned in the curved portion of the pas-
sage. The curved portion is defined by an axially aft curve
of the first and second walls. Each vane of the second
set of vanes curves axially and laterally from a second
leading edge facing the linear portion of the passage to
a second trailing edge.
[0008] In some embodiments each vane of the first set
of vanes curves about a respective radius extending per-
pendicular to the axis of rotation. In some embodiments
each vane of the first set of vanes curves laterally from
the first leading edge facing the inlet to the first trailing
edge facing the curved portion of the passage. In some
embodiments the second linear portion is defined be-
tween portions of the first and second walls being linear
in axial cross section and spaced apart at an increasing
distance along a length of the second linear portion. In
some embodiments the second linear portion is defined
between portions of the first and second walls being linear
and parallel in axial cross section.
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[0009] According to still further aspects of the present
disclosure, a method is disclosed for conditioning a fluid
exiting a centrifugal compressor having an axis of rota-
tion. The method comprises the steps of: passing the
fluid through a first linear portion of an annular conduit,
the first linear portion defined between radially extending
and parallel portions of a first conduit wall and a second
conduit wall, the first linear portion comprising a plurality
of first vanes extending between the first conduit wall to
the second conduit wall; and passing the fluid through a
curved portion of the annular conduit after the fluid is
passed through the first linear portion, the curved portion
defined between axially curved portions of the first con-
duit wall and the second conduit wall, the curved portion
comprising a plurality of second vanes extending be-
tween the first conduit wall and the second conduit wall,
wherein each vane of the plurality of second vanes curves
in an axial dimension and a lateral dimension.
[0010] In some embodiments the method further com-
prises passing the fluid through a flared portion of the
annular conduit after the fluid is passed through the
curved portion, the flared portion defined between linear
portions of the first conduit wall and the second conduit
wall spaced apart at an increasing distance along a length
of the flared portion. In some embodiments the method
further comprises passing the fluid through a second lin-
ear portion of the annular conduit after the fluid is passed
through the curved portion, the second linear portion de-
fined between linear portions of the first conduit wall and
the second conduit wall spaced apart at a same distance
along a length of the second linear portion.
[0011] In some embodiments the method further com-
prises discharging the fluid to a combustion chamber af-
ter the fluid is passed through the first linear portion and
the curved portion. In some embodiments the method
further comprises discharging the fluid from the centrif-
ugal compressor in a radially outward direction prior to
passing the fluid through the first linear portion. In some
embodiments the method further comprises positioning
the first linear portion to receive an effluent of the cen-
trifugal compressor.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012] The presently disclosed systems and methods
may provide advantages over conventional systems and
methods of diffusing and/or deswirling fluid exiting a cen-
trifugal compressor. Notably, the presently disclosed dif-
fuser assembly may occupy less space, particularly in
an axial dimension, than conventional systems. While
maintaining similar diffusing and/or deswirling properties,
the presently disclosed systems and methods may free
space that may allow for a smaller overall engine, alter-
native uses for the space, and/or a lighter overall engine.
Bringing the deswirler vanes forward into the turn of the
diffuser assembly may free additional space to include a
third passage portion that reduces dump losses in the
system. These reduced dump losses may be sufficient

to offset any increases in losses through the deswirler
vanes themselves.
[0013] The following will be apparent from elements of
the figures, which are provided for illustrative purposes.

Fig. 1 is a schematic cross sectional view of a diffuser
assembly and centrifugal compressor in accordance
with some embodiments of the present disclosure.
Fig. 2 is a schematic cross sectional view of a diffuser
assembly in accordance with some embodiments of
the present disclosure.
Fig. 3 is an isometric view of a portion of vanes of a
deswirler assembly in accordance with some em-
bodiments of the present disclosure.
Fig. 4 is an isometric view of a portion of vanes of a
deswirler assembly in accordance with some em-
bodiments of the present disclosure.
Fig. 5 is an isometric view of a portion of vanes of a
deswirler assembly in accordance with some em-
bodiments of the present disclosure.
Fig. 6 is a flow diagram of a method in accordance
with some embodiments of the present disclosure.

[0014] The present application discloses illustrative
(i.e., example) embodiments. The claimed invention is
not limited to the illustrative embodiments. Therefore,
many implementations of the claims will be different than
the illustrative embodiments. The claims are intended to
cover implementations with such modifications.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0015] For the purposes of promoting an understand-
ing of the principles of the disclosure, reference will now
be made to a number of illustrative embodiments in the
drawings and specific language will be used to describe
the same.
[0016] A typical diffuser used to slow the velocity of a
fluid exiting a centrifugal compressor comprises a set of
static vanes positioned at the outlet of the centrifugal
compressor, a flowpath turn from a generally radial di-
rection to a generally axial direction, and a set of deswirl
vanes. Since space in modern rotating machines such
as gas turbine engines is at a premium, advances are
desired to sufficiently diffuse the fluid exiting a centrifugal
compressor while reducing the space requirements of
the diffuser.
[0017] The present disclosure is therefore directed to
systems and methods of diffusing and/or deswirling a
fluid exiting from a centrifugal compressor while reducing
the space requirements or footprint of the diffuser. More
specifically, the present disclosure is generally directed
to a diffuser of a centrifugal compressor having a first set
of vanes positioned in a radial portion of the diffuser con-
duit and a second set of vanes positioned in a turn of the
diffuser conduit.
[0018] Figure 1 provides a schematic cross sectional
view of a system 100 comprising a centrifugal compres-

3 4 



EP 3 722 616 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

sor 102 and a diffuser assembly 200. Figure 2 provides
a more detailed schematic cross sectional view of the
diffuser assembly 200. The diffuser assembly 200 may
include a deswirler assembly 202.
[0019] Centrifugal compressor 102 may comprise an
impeller 104 affixed to a rotatable shaft 108 that defines
an axis of rotation A. A plurality of blades 106 may extend
radially outward from the impeller 104. The centrifugal
compressor 102 may further comprise a shroud 110 that
at least partly encases the impeller 104. During opera-
tion, fluid flows into the centrifugal compressor 102 at a
compressor inlet 112, between the rotating blades 106,
and exits the centrifugal compressor 102 at a compressor
outlet 114. The centrifugal compressor 102 may be part
of a larger rotatable machine, such as a gas turbine en-
gine.
[0020] A diffuser assembly 200 may be positioned to
receive the effluent of the centrifugal compressor 102.
The diffuser assembly 200 may condition or treat the ef-
fluent, or fluid discharged from the centrifugal compres-
sor 102. The diffuser assembly 200 may comprise an
annular conduit 201 and two sets of vanes 231, 233 po-
sitioned in the conduit 201.
[0021] The annular conduit 201 may comprise a first
wall 203 and a second wall 205. First wall 203 and second
wall 205 may be annular. First wall 203 and second wall
205 are displaced from each other and may together de-
fine a fluid passage 211. First wall 203 and second wall
205 may be axially displaced from each other. First wall
203 and second wall 205 may define a diffuser inlet 207
and diffuser outlet 209. The fluid passage 211 may ex-
tend from the diffuser inlet 207 to the diffuser outlet 209.
[0022] The annular conduit 201 may be positioned to
receive fluid discharged in a radial direction from the cen-
trifugal compressor 102. The diffuser inlet 207 may be
adjacent the compressor outlet 114. The annular conduit
201 may be positioned with the diffuser inlet 207 radially
outward of the compressor outlet 114. The annular con-
duit 201 may be positioned to receive the effluent of the
centrifugal compressor 102.
[0023] The fluid passage 211 may comprise three pas-
sage portions. A first passage portion 213, also referred
to as a linear portion or first linear portion, may extend
radially outward from the diffuser inlet 207 and may be
defined between a first portion 219 of the first wall 203
and a first portion 221 of the second wall 205. As shown
in Figure 2, the first portions 219, 221 may be linear and
parallel in axial cross section along the length of the first
passage portion 213. The first portion 219 and first portion
221 may be spaced apart at an equal distance along the
length of the first passage portion 213. The first passage
portion 213 may therefore having a constant axial dimen-
sion along its radial length, with an increasing circumfer-
ence of the annular passage.
[0024] A first set of vanes 231 may be positioned in
the first passage portion 213. In some embodiments,
each vane of the first set of vanes 231 may curve in a
lateral dimension. In some embodiments, each vane of

the first set of vanes 231 may curve about a radius ex-
tending perpendicular to the axis of rotation A. The first
set of vanes 231 may be referred to as diffuser vanes.
One or more vanes of the first set of vanes 231 may have
a length that is greater than half of the length of the first
passage portion 213. In some embodiments, one or more
vanes of the first set of vanes 231 may have a length that
is greater than three quarters of the length of the first
passage portion 213.
[0025] A second passage portion 215 or curved portion
may extend from the first passage portion 213. The sec-
ond passage portion 215 may be defined between a sec-
ond portion 223 of the first wall 203 and a second portion
225 of the second wall 205. As shown in Figure 2, the
second portions 223, 225 may curve in an axial dimen-
sion in axial cross section and be spaced apart by the
same distance along the length of the second passage
portion 215. In some embodiments, the second portions
223, 225 may curve in an axial dimension in axial cross
section and may be spaced apart at a decreasing dis-
tance along the length of the second passage portion
215.
[0026] A second set of vanes 233 may be positioned
in the second passage portion 215. Figures 3, 4, and 5
each provide isometric views of a portion of the second
set of vanes 233. Each vane of the second set of vanes
233 may extend between the second portion 223 of the
first wall 203 and the second portion 225 of the second
wall 205. Each vane of the second set of vanes 233 may
comprise a pressure surface 342 and a suction surface
344 each extending from a leading edge 346 to a trailing
edge 348. In some embodiments, the pressure surface
342 and suction surface 344 of each vane of the second
set of vanes 233 may curve in an axial dimension and a
lateral dimension. One or more vanes of the second set
of vanes 233 may have a length that is greater than half
of the length of the second passage portion 215. In some
embodiments, one more vanes of the second set of vanes
233 may have a length that is greater than two thirds of
the length of the second passage portion 215. As best
seen in Figure 5, in some embodiments one or more
vanes of the second set of vanes 233 may lean relative
to second wall 205, which is to say that the vanes 233
may be angled with respect to the second wall 205 and/or
a plane of the axis of rotation A.
[0027] A third passage portion 217 may extend from
the second passage portion 215 and may be referred to
as a flared portion or a second linear portion. The third
passage portion 217 may be defined between a third por-
tion 227 of the first wall 203 and a third portion 229 of the
second wall 205. The third portions 227, 229 may be
linear in axial cross section. In some embodiments, the
third portions 227, 229 may be spaced apart at the same
distance along the length of the third passage portion
217. As shown in Figure 2, in other embodiments the
third portions 227, 299 may be spaced apart at an in-
creasing distance along the length of the third passage
portion 217 resulting in a flared portion.
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[0028] The deswirler assembly 202 may comprise the
second passage portion 215 and the third passage por-
tion 217.
[0029] Following the third passage portion 217, the an-
nular conduit 201 may terminate with a diffuser outlet
209. The diffuser outlet 209 may discharge conditioned
effluent of a centrifugal compressor 102. The diffuser out-
let 209 may discharge a fluid conditioned by one or both
of the first set of vanes 231 and second set of vanes 233
after the fluid was discharged by the centrifugal compres-
sor 102. The diffuser outlet 209 may be positioned to
discharge fluid exiting the diffuser assembly 200 to a
combustion chamber, or to another application.
[0030] The present disclosure additional provides
methods of conditioning or treating the effluent of a cen-
trifugal compressor 102. One such method 600 is pre-
sented in the flow diagram of Figure 6. Method 600 starts
at Block 601. The steps of method 600, presented at
Blocks 601 through 613, may be performed in the order
presented in Figure 6 or in another order. One or more
steps of the method 600 may not be performed.
[0031] At Block 603 fluid may be discharged from a
centrifugal compressor 102. The fluid may exit the cen-
trifugal compressor 102 at a compressor outlet 114. The
fluid may exit the centrifugal compressor 102 in a radially
outward direction. The fluid may enter a diffuser assem-
bly 200 upon discharge from the centrifugal compressor
102. The step performed at Block 603 may further com-
prise positioning a first linear portion 213 of an annular
conduit 201 of a diffuser assembly 200 to receive fluid
exiting from a centrifugal compressor 102.
[0032] At Block 605 the fluid exiting the centrifugal
compressor 102 may be passed through a first linear
portion 213 of an annular conduit 201 of a diffuser as-
sembly 200. The first linear portion 213 may be defined
between radially extending and parallel portions 219, 221
in axial cross section of a first conduit wall 203 and a
second conduit wall 205. The first linear portion 213 may
comprise a plurality of first vanes 231 extending between
the first conduit wall 203 and the second conduit wall
205. Each vane of the first set of vanes 231 may curve
in a lateral dimension or may curve about a radius ex-
tending perpendicular to the axis of rotation A. One or
more vanes of the first set of vanes 231 may have a
length that is greater than half of or three quarters of the
length of the first passage portion 213.
[0033] At Block 607 the fluid may be passed through
a curved portion 215 of the annular conduit 201 after the
fluid is passed through the first linear portion 213. The
curved portion 215 may be defined between axially
curved portions 223, 225 of said first conduit wall 203
and said second conduit wall 205. The curved portion
215 may comprise a plurality of second vanes 233 ex-
tending between the first conduit wall 203 and the second
conduit wall 205. Each vane of the plurality of second
vanes 233 may curve in an axial dimension and a lateral
dimension. Each vane of the second set of vanes 233
may comprise a pressure surface 342 and a suction sur-

face 344 each extending from a leading edge 346 to a
trailing edge 348. The pressure surface 342 and suction
surface 344 of each vane of the second set of vanes 233
may curve in an axial and lateral dimension. One or more
vanes of the second set of vanes 233 may have a length
that is greater than half of or two thirds of the length of
the second passage portion 215.
[0034] At Block 609 the fluid may be passed through
a flared portion 217 of the annular conduit 201 after the
fluid is passed through the curved portion 215. The flared
portion 217 may be defined between linear portions 227,
229 of said first conduit wall 203 and said second conduit
wall 205. The linear portions 227, 229 may be spaced
apart at an increasing distance in axial cross section
along the length of the flared portion 217. In some em-
bodiments the step at Block 609 may be performed by
passing the fluid through a second linear portion rather
than a flared portion. The second linear portion may be
defined between linear portions 227, 229 that are parallel
in axial cross section.
[0035] At Block 611 the fluid may be discharged from
the annular conduit 201 and/or the diffuser assembly 200.
The fluid may be discharged to a combustion chamber.
The fluid may be discharged after the fluid is passed
through the first linear portion 213 and the curved portion
215.
[0036] Method 600 ends at Block 613.
[0037] The disclosed diffuser assembly 200 may be
manufactured as more than one constituent pieces, or
may be cast as a single piece for multiple constituent
pieces.
[0038] The presently disclosed systems and methods
provide advantages over prior art systems and methods
of diffusing and/or deswirling fluid exiting a centrifugal
compressor. Notably, the presently disclosed diffuser as-
sembly occupies less space, particularly in an axial di-
mension, than prior art systems. While maintaining sim-
ilar diffusing and/or deswirling properties, the presently
disclosed systems and methods free space that may al-
low for a smaller overall engine, alternative uses for the
space, and/or a lighter overall engine. Bringing the
deswirler vanes forward into the turn of the diffuser as-
sembly frees additional space to include a third passage
portion that reduces dump losses in the system. These
reduced dump losses may be sufficient to offset any in-
creases in losses through the deswirler vanes them-
selves.
[0039] Although examples are illustrated and de-
scribed herein, embodiments are nevertheless not limit-
ed to the details shown, since various modifications and
structural changes may be made therein by those of or-
dinary skill within the scope of the following claims.

Claims

1. A diffuser assembly (200) for conditioning an effluent
of a centrifugal compressor (102) having an axis of
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rotation (A), said diffuser assembly (200) compris-
ing:

(a) an annular conduit (201) comprising a first
wall (203) and a second wall (205), the first and
second walls (203, 205) displaced from each
other and cooperating to define an inlet (207),
an outlet (209), and a fluid passage (211) ex-
tending from the inlet (207) to the outlet (209),
said fluid passage (211) comprising:

a first passage portion (213) extending ra-
dially outward from the inlet (207) and de-
fined between a first portion (219) of the first
wall (203) and a first portion (221) of the
second wall (205), the first portions (219,
221) of the first and second walls (203, 205)
being linear and parallel in axial cross sec-
tion along a length of the first passage por-
tion (213);
a second passage portion (215) extending
from the first passage portion (213), the sec-
ond passage portion (215) defined between
a second portion (223) of the first wall (203)
and a second portion (225) of the second
wall (205), the second portions (223, 225)
of the first and second walls (203, 205) be-
ing curved in an axial dimension in axial
cross section; and
a third passage portion (217) extending
from the second passage portion (215), the
third passage portion (217) defined be-
tween a third portion (227) of the first wall
(203) and a third portion (229) of the second
wall (205), the third portions (227, 229) of
the first and second walls (203, 205) being
linear in axial cross section and spaced
apart at an increasing distance along a
length of the third passage portion (217);

(b) a first set of vanes (231) positioned in the
first passage portion (213); and
(c) a second set of vanes (233) positioned in the
second passage portion (215), each of the
vanes of the second set of vanes (233) compris-
ing a pressure surface (342) and a suction sur-
face (344) extending from a leading edge (346)
to a trailing edge (348) of the vane, wherein the
pressure and suction surfaces (342, 344) each
curve in an axial dimension and a lateral dimen-
sion.

2. The diffuser assembly (200) of Claim 1, wherein
each of the vanes of the first set of vanes (231) curve
in a lateral dimension.

3. The diffuser assembly (200) of Claim 1, wherein
each of the vanes of the first set of vanes (231) curve

about a respective radius extending perpendicular
to the axis of rotation (A).

4. The diffuser assembly (200) of any one of Claims 1
to 3, wherein the second portions (223, 225) of the
first and second walls (203, 205) are spaced apart
by the same distance along a length of the second
passage portion (215).

5. The diffuser assembly (200) of any one of Claims 1
to 3, wherein the second portions (223, 225) of the
first and second walls (203, 205) are spaced apart
at a decreasing distance along a length of the second
passage portion (215).

6. The diffuser assembly (200) of any one of Claims 1
to 5, wherein said inlet (207) is positioned to receive
the effluent of the centrifugal compressor (102).

7. The diffuser assembly (200) of any one of Claims 1
to 6, wherein said outlet (209) is positioned to direct
fluid exiting a deswirler assembly (202) to a combus-
tion chamber.

8. The diffuser assembly (200) of any one of Claims 1
to 7, wherein one or more vanes of the second set
of vanes (233) have a length greater than two thirds
of a length of the second passage portion (215).

9. The diffuser assembly (200) of any one of Claims 1
to 8, wherein one or more vanes of the first set of
vanes (231) have a length greater than three quar-
ters of a length of the first passage portion (213).

10. A method (600) of conditioning a fluid exiting a cen-
trifugal compressor (102) having an axis of rotation
(A), said method (600) comprising the steps of:

passing (605) said fluid through a first linear por-
tion (213) of an annular conduit (201), the first
linear portion (213) defined between radially ex-
tending and parallel portions of a first conduit
wall (203) and a second conduit wall (205), the
first linear portion (213) comprising a plurality of
first vanes (231) extending between the first con-
duit wall (203) to the second conduit wall (205);
and
passing (607) said fluid through a curved portion
(215) of said annular conduit (201) after said flu-
id is passed through said first linear portion
(213), the curved portion (215) defined between
axially curved portions (223, 225) of said first
conduit wall (203) and said second conduit wall
(205), the curved portion (215) comprising a plu-
rality of second vanes (233) extending between
the first conduit wall (203) and the second con-
duit wall (205), wherein each vane of the plurality
of second vanes (233) curves in an axial dimen-
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sion and a lateral dimension.

11. The method (600) of Claim 10, further comprising:
passing (609) said fluid through a flared portion (217)
of said annular conduit (201) after said fluid is passed
through said curved portion (215), the flared portion
(217) defined between linear portions (227, 229) of
said first conduit wall (203) and said second conduit
wall (205) spaced apart at an increasing distance
along a length of the flared portion (217).

12. The method (600) of Claim 10, further comprising:
passing said fluid through a second linear portion of
said annular conduit (201) after said fluid is passed
through said curved portion (215), the second linear
portion defined between linear portions of said first
conduit wall (203) and said second conduit wall (205)
spaced apart at a same distance along a length of
the second linear portion.

13. The method (600) of Claim 10, further comprising:
discharging the fluid to a combustion chamber after
said fluid is passed through said first linear portion
(213) and said curved portion (215).

14. The method (600) of any one of Claims 10 to 13,
further comprising:
discharging (603) said fluid from said centrifugal
compressor (102) in a radially outward direction prior
to passing said fluid through said first linear portion
(213).

15. The method (600) of any one of Claims 10 to 14,
further comprising:
positioning said first linear portion (213) to receive
an effluent of the centrifugal compressor (102).
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