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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an electron
beam sterilization apparatus for sterilizing, e.g., contain-
ers for foods and beverages or medical products by ap-
plying an electron beam.
[0002] If a company handling containers for foods and
beverages produces food poisoning due to insufficient
sterilization of the containers, the company will signifi-
cantly lose social credibility. Therefore, in advanced
countries where safety of foods and beverages is essen-
tial, it is necessary to sterilize containers for foods and
beverages securely.
[0003] Devices currently used for secure sterilization
of containers apply an electron beam to the containers.
Although such devices permit secure sterilization of the
containers, application of an electron beam to the con-
tainers may produce X-rays, which are radioactive and
harmful to organisms. Therefore, there has been provid-
ed a structure for the above devices in which the X-rays
are sufficiently blocked such that the X-rays produced
are prevented from being leaked harmfully ( WO
2013/058204). As shown in Fig. 6 of WO 2013/058204,
the structure disclosed in WO 2013/058204 includes a
blocking member for blocking X-rays. The blocking mem-
ber has a cylindrical shape and is mounted on a rotation
table for conveying containers in a circular path. With this
arrangement, the X-rays can be blocked sufficiently, as
shown in Fig. 11 of WO 2013/058204.
[0004] In the devices that apply electron beams to the
containers, the electron beams cause a chemical reac-
tion of the air that produces ozone gas. Since ozone gas
causes corrosion of metal parts and the like of the devic-
es, it should be discharged out of the devices. However,
in the device disclosed in WO 2013/058204, the blocking
member is mounted on the rotation table, and thus the
diameter of the blocking member (having a cylindrical
shape) is limited. Therefore, as shown in Fig. 6 of WO
2013/058204, the blocking member has integral struc-
ture with no ventilation space so as to sufficiently block
X-rays with its limited diameter. However, in the device
including the blocking member having integral structure
with no ventilation space, the interior of the device is poor-
ly ventilated, and the ozone gas accumulates in the de-
vice and is not discharged sufficiently. Accordingly, the
device of WO 2013/058204 is prone to corrode due to
the accumulating ozone gas.
[0005] In addition, as shown in Fig. 11 of WO
2013/058204, the device disclosed in WO 2013/058204
needs to have a large number of rotation tables having
a blocking member mounted thereon so as to block the
X-rays sufficiently, and thus also needs to have a large
number of chambers for housing the rotation tables. Ac-
cordingly, the device of WO 2013/058204 is prone to cor-
rode due to the ozone gas that tends to accumulate within
a large number of chambers.
[0006] An installation for sterilizing articles known from
US 2005/158218 A1 comprises a housing having an inlet

opening and an outlet opening, a support device for mov-
ing the articles inside the housing, and two electron bom-
bardment members disposed on different orientations
relative to the articles to be sterilized and inclined relative
to the longitudinal axis of the articles.
[0007] The housing has side walls presenting a curvi-
linear or zigzag profile. This ensures that the electron
radiation is subjected to a large number of reflections on
the walls of the housing before reaching the inlet opening
or the outlet opening, such that the radiation escaping
from the housing has residual energy that is low enough
to constitute no danger for operators moving around the
installation.
[0008] According to US 2013/001434 A1 a treatment
device for sterilizing containers by an electron beam in-
cludes a carousel that comprises a rotary holding plate
supporting a plurality of treatment stations, each station
including a sterilization device comprising an electron
beam emitter, and a holding device for holding a contain-
er under the emitter. The treatment device includes a
protection system for stopping the rays emitted by the
emitters, the protection system comprises an annular
segment-shaped, open stationary channel that is mount-
ed in a stationary manner under the holding plate and
forms, with the latter, a protective chamber in which the
holding device supporting the containers moves, the
channel having an open upstream end, for the inlet of
the containers to be treated into the protective chamber,
and an open downstream end, for the outlet of the treated
containers from the chamber.
[0009] One object of the present invention is to provide
an electron beam sterilization apparatus configured to
have less ozone gas accumulated therein and to be pre-
vented from corrosion.
[0010] To overcome the above problem, the present
invention provides an electron beam sterilization appa-
ratus for sterilizing a container by applying an electron
beam while conveying the container, the apparatus com-
prising: a rotation conveyor plate configured to rotate
around a central axis of the rotation conveyor plate and
configured to convey the container in a circular path; and
an electron beam application device configured to apply
an electron beam to the container being conveyed by the
rotation conveyor plate, wherein a tubular blocking mem-
ber is provided on a lower surface of the rotation conveyor
plate so as to block radioactive rays produced by appli-
cation of the electron beam and surround the central axis
of the rotation conveyor plate, and the tubular blocking
member includes a ventilation space formed therein.
[0011] According to an additional aspect, the tubular
blocking member includes a plurality of arcuate blocking
plates, and the plurality of arcuate blocking plates overlap
each other in a region as viewed from the central axis of
the rotation conveyor plate.
[0012] The ventilation space may be formed between
the plurality of arcuate blocking plates.
[0013] The electron beam sterilization apparatus of
may further comprise: an input tube for putting in the con-
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tainer from outside, the input tube being made of a ma-
terial blocking the radioactive rays, and having an open-
ing formed therein for transferring the container to the
rotation conveyor plate; and a blocking roof extending
from the opening of the input tube toward the rotation
conveyor plate so as to block the radioactive rays.
[0014] The above-described electron beam steriliza-
tion apparatus tends to have less ozone gas accumulated
therein, and thus can be prevented from corrosion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015]

Fig. 1 is a side view of a container to be sterilized
with an electron beam sterilization apparatus ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 2 is a schematic plan view showing an entirety
of the electron beam sterilization apparatus.
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a blocking chamber
in the electron beam sterilization apparatus.
Fig. 4 is a plan view of the blocking chamber.
Fig. 5 is a sectional view along the arrows A-A in Fig.
4.
Fig. 6 is a sectional view along the arrows B-B in Fig.
2.
Fig. 7 is viewed along the arrows C-C in Fig. 6.
Fig. 8 is a plan view of a variation of the blocking
chamber.
Fig. 9 is a plan view of a variation of an input star
wheel in the electron beam sterilization apparatus.

DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE EMBODIMENTS

[0016] The invention is defined by the independent
claim. An electron beam sterilization apparatus accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention will be
hereinafter described with reference to the accompany-
ing drawings. Briefly, the electron beam sterilization ap-
paratus may sterilize containers by applying an electron
beam while conveying the containers. In the following
description, a preform product P as shown in Fig. 1 is
taken as an example of container. The preform product
P may be a material prior to being formed into a plastic
bottle B by blow molding and may have a test tube shape
(having a U shape in a vertical section with an opened
top end u).
[0017] As shown in Fig. 2, the electron beam steriliza-
tion apparatus may schematically include five chambers.
These five chambers may include, in the order from the
upstream side of the path through which the preform
products P are conveyed, a feed chamber 1 into which
the preform products P are fed from outside, an outer-
surface sterilization chamber 4 in which the outer surfac-
es of the preform products P are sterilized with electron
beams, an inner-surface sterilization chamber 5 in which
the inner surfaces of the preform products P are sterilized
with electron beams, a blocking chamber 6 for preventing

external leakage of X-rays (an example of radioactive
rays) produced when the electron beams are applied to
the preform products P, and a sorting chamber 9 in which
preform products P that are insufficiently sterilized (here-
inafter referred to simply as "defective products") are
ejected. These five chambers 1, 4, 5, 6, 9 may have a
floor, walls, and a ceiling made of a material that blocks
X-rays.
[0018] The feed chamber 1 may include an input tube
11 for putting in the preform products P and an input star
wheel 21 (an example of rotation conveyor plate) from
which the preform products P put in through the input
tube 11 are conveyed.
[0019] The outer-surface sterilization chamber 4 may
include an outer-surface sterilization unit 41 for receiving
the preform products P from the input star wheel 21 and
sterilizing the outer surfaces thereof with electron beams.
The outer-surface sterilization unit 41 may include an
oval path conveyor 42 and an outer-surface electron
beam application device 45. The oval path conveyor 42
may be configured to convey in an oval path the preform
products P received from the input star wheel 21, and
the outer-surface electron beam application device 45
may be configured to apply an electron beam (having a
substantially rectangular cross section) to outer surfaces
of the preform products P being conveyed by the oval
path conveyor 42. The oval path conveyor 42 may include
two outer-surface sterilization star wheels 43 and an end-
less conveyor belt 44. One of the two outer-surface ster-
ilization star wheels 43 may be positioned near one end
of the outer-surface electron beam application device 45
and the other may be positioned near the other end of
the same. The endless conveyor belt 44 may be stretched
between the two outer-surface sterilization star wheels
43 and configured to convey the preform products P.
[0020] The inner-surface sterilization chamber 5 may
include a turn rotation table 51 and an inner-surface ster-
ilization unit 52. The turn rotation table 51 may be con-
figured to receive the preform products P from the oval
path conveyor 42 and convey them in a circular path, and
the inner-surface sterilization unit 52 may be configured
to receive the preform products P from the turn rotation
table 51 and sterilize the inner surfaces of the preform
products P with electron beams. The inner-surface ster-
ilization unit 52 may include an inner-surface sterilization
rotation table 53, elevation devices (not shown), and in-
ner-surface electron beam application devices (not
shown) provided in the same number as the elevation
devices. The inner-surface sterilization rotation table 53
may be configured to convey the preform products P in
a circular path. The elevation devices may be provided
on the inner-surface sterilization rotation table 53 at a
pitch of a central angle (e.g., 18°, or 0.1 πrad) and con-
figured to elevate and lower the preform products P. The
inner-surface electron beam application devices may be
positioned directly above the elevation devices and con-
figured to apply electron beams (having a substantially
circular cross section) to the inner surfaces of the preform
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products P. Each of the inner-surface electron beam ap-
plication devices may be provided with a nozzle at its
lower end, for emitting an electron beam downward. The
inner-surface electron beam application devices may be
positioned directly above the associated elevation devic-
es and may be configured to move in the circular path at
the same rotation speed as the elevation devices. The
elevation devices may be configured to elevate the pre-
form product P so as to insert the nozzle into an opening
of the preform product P, and then lower the preform
product P so as to pull the nozzle out of the opening of
the preform product P. While the nozzle is out of the open-
ing of the preform product P, the preform product P can
be received from or transferred to other rotation tables
51, 71.
[0021] The blocking chamber 6 may include a sterilized
rotation table 71 and blocking walls 81. The sterilized
rotation table 71 may be configured to receive preform
products P from the inner-surface sterilization rotation
table 53 and convey the preform products P in a circular
path, and the blocking walls 81 may block the X-rays
entering from the inner-surface sterilization chamber 5.
[0022] The sorting chamber 9 may include a sorting
rotation table 91 and an output rotation table 93. The
sorting rotation table 91 may be configured to receive
preform products P from the sterilized rotation table 71
and convey the preform products P in a circular path,
while sorting the defective products from the others. The
output rotation table 93 may be configured to receive the
preform products P other than the defective products
from the sorting rotation table 91 and convey them in a
circular path, finally to output the preform products P. In
the floor of the sorting chamber 9 below a part of the
circular path of the sorting rotation table 91, there may
be provided an outlet 92 through which defective prod-
ucts are ejected. When a preform product P being con-
veyed in the circular path is determined to be defective,
the sorting rotation table 91 may drop the defective prod-
uct from above the outlet 92. The output rotation table
93 may feed the preform products P other than the de-
fective products to an external apparatus F (e.g., an ap-
paratus for blow molding).
[0023] The above-described rotation tables, that is, the
turn rotation table 51, the inner-surface sterilization rota-
tion table 53, the sterilized rotation table 71, the sorting
rotation table 91, and the output rotation table 93, may
be provided with grippers 74 (an example of retainers)
for gripping the preform products P at a pitch of a central
angle (e.g., 18°, or 0.1 πrad). At a position to receive a
preform product P from the upstream side for conveying
it in a circular path, the grippers 74 may grip a neck n
(see Fig. 1) of the preform product P, and at the position
to transfer the preform product P to the downstream side,
the grippers 74 may release the preform product P. Thus,
the preform product P can be transferred smoothly from
the upstream side to the downstream side. The elevation
devices provided for the inner-surface sterilization table
53 can elevate or lower the preform products P independ-

ently for the associated grippers 74.
[0024] In the outer-surface sterilization chamber 4 and
the inner-surface sterilization chamber 5, the electron
beams may cause a chemical reaction of the air that pro-
duces ozone gas. Ozone gas may accumulate in the elec-
tron beam sterilization apparatus 10 to cause corrosion
of the electron beam sterilization apparatus 10. There-
fore, the electron beam sterilization apparatus 10 may
include a ventilator (not shown) for discharging ozone
gas by pressure difference.
[0025] The blocking chamber 6 which constitutes the
purport of the present invention will be described in detail
with reference to Figs. 3 to 5.
[0026] As shown in Figs. 3 to 5, the blocking chamber
6 may be partitioned with a partition wall 61 from the
inner-surface sterilization chamber 5 and the sorting
chamber 9 adjacent to the blocking chamber 6. The par-
tition wall 61 may be made of a material that blocks X-
rays. The partition wall 61 may have an upstream opening
62 and a downstream opening 63 formed therein. The
upstream opening 62 may allow the preform products P
to be transferred from the inner-surface sterilization ro-
tation table 53 of the inner-surface sterilization chamber
5 to the sterilized rotation table 71, and the downstream
opening 63 may allow the preform products P to be trans-
ferred from the sterilized rotation table 71 to the sorting
rotation table 91 of the sorting chamber 9. The upstream
opening 62 and the downstream opening 63 may have
the minimum size that enables transfer of the preform
products P, so as to prevent leakage of the X-rays.
[0027] The sterilized rotation table 71 may include a
circular plate 72 and a drive shaft 73. The circular plate
72 may serve as a table arranged substantially in a hor-
izontal position, and as shown in Fig. 5, the drive shaft
73 may be configured to rotate the circular plate 72
around a vertical axis 7v (the central axis 7v of the circular
plate 72). The lower end of the drive shaft 73 may be
connected to a drive unit (not shown) provided below the
floor of the blocking chamber 6, and the upper end of the
drive shaft 73 may be connected to the circular plate 72.
[0028] As shown in Figs. 3 and 5, the grippers 74 pro-
vided on the sterilized rotation table 71 may include a
connection plate 75, a suspending member 76, and a
pair of grip arms 77. The connection plate 75 may extend
from the top surface of the periphery of the sterilized ro-
tation table 71 in an outward direction with respect to the
central axis 7v. The suspending member 76 may extend
downward from the outer end of the connection plate 75.
The pair of grip arms 77 may be capable of gripping a
preform product P outside the suspending member 76.
With this arrangement of the grippers 74, the preform
products P may be gripped outside and below the circular
plate 72 of the sterilized rotation table 71. Therefore, the
upstream opening 62 may also be positioned below the
circular plate 72 of the sterilized rotation table 71.
[0029] As shown in Figs. 4 and 5, the blocking walls
81 may include an upstream blocking wall 82 and a down-
stream blocking wall 83. The upstream blocking wall 82
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may face the upstream opening 62 and have an area
larger than the upstream opening 62, and the down-
stream blocking wall 83 may face the downstream open-
ing 63 and have an area larger than the downstream
opening 63. Both the upstream blocking wall 82 and the
downstream blocking wall 83 may be positioned outside
so as to be nearly in contact with the grippers 74. There-
fore, as viewed in a plan view shown in Fig. 4, the up-
stream blocking wall 82 and the downstream blocking
wall 83 may be arranged in an arc shape with the central
axis 7v at the center thereof and extend so as to cover
the upstream opening 62 and the downstream opening
63, respectively. Further, as shown in Fig. 5, the up-
stream blocking wall 82 and the downstream blocking
wall 83 may have a height at least larger than those of
the upstream opening 62 and the downstream opening
63, respectively, and may preferably be arranged to be
nearly in contact with the grippers 74. The upstream
blocking wall 82 and the downstream blocking wall 83
may not contact with the sterilized rotation table 71 as
well as the grippers 74.
[0030] As shown in Fig. 4, the upstream blocking wall
82 and the downstream blocking wall 83 may not be con-
nected to each other and may be completely separate
from each other. That is, there may be formed a space
for passing a gas (ozone), or a ventilation space 84, be-
tween the upstream blocking wall 82 and the downstream
blocking wall 83. The ventilation space 84 may preferably
have such a shape and a size that a gas (ozone) can
flow smoothly from the upstream opening 62 to the down-
stream opening 63 (and vice versa), that is, such a shape
and a size that the gas (ozone) is less apt to accumulate
in the blocking chamber 6. However, the upstream block-
ing wall 82 and the downstream blocking wall 83 may be
arranged to completely interrupt the linear connection
between the upstream opening 62 and the downstream
opening 63. In other words, the upstream blocking wall
82 and the downstream blocking wall 83 may be posi-
tioned to interrupt all the straight lines connecting be-
tween the upstream opening 62 and the downstream
opening 63. In addition, the upstream blocking wall 82
and the downstream blocking wall 83 may be positioned
such that the straight line 2 extending through an end of
the upstream opening 62 and an end of the upstream
blocking wall 82 may not intersect, in the blocking cham-
ber 6, the straight line 3 extending through an end of the
downstream opening 63 and an end of the downstream
blocking wall 83. In other words, no straight lines extend-
ing through the upstream opening 62 and an end of the
upstream blocking wall 82 may intersect, in the blocking
chamber 6, any straight lines extending through the
downstream opening 63 and an end of the downstream
blocking wall 83. In this arrangement, all the X-rays en-
tering through the upstream opening 62 may be reflected
three or more times by the blocking walls 81, the partition
wall 61, and the like before reaching the downstream
opening 63.
[0031] The feed chamber 1 will be described in detail

with reference to Figs. 6 to 7.
[0032] As shown in Fig. 6, the input star wheel 21 may
include a star wheel plate 22 and a drive shaft 23. The
star wheel plate 22 may be disposed substantially in a
horizontal position, and the drive shaft 23 may be con-
figured to rotate the star wheel plate 22 around a vertical
axis 1v (the central axis 1v of the star wheel plate 22).
The lower end of the drive shaft 23 may be connected to
a drive unit (not shown) provided below the floor of the
feed chamber 1, and the upper end of the drive shaft 23
may be connected to the star wheel plate 22.
[0033] A guide 13 may be connected to the input star
wheel 21 so as to guide the preform products P sliding
by the weight thereof through the input tube 11 to the
upstream end of the star wheel plate 22. In addition, the
input star wheel 21 may include a blocking unit 30 for
blocking the X-rays entering from the outer-surface ster-
ilization chamber 4.
[0034] The blocking unit 30 may include a blocking
short tube 31 (as an example of tubular blocking member)
and a blocking roof 35. The blocking short tube 31 may
be attached to the lower surface of the star wheel plate
22 and may cover the entire periphery of the drive shaft
23, and the blocking roof 35 may extend from above an
opening of the input tube 11 at the downstream side
thereof (hereinafter referred to simply as "the feed open-
ing 12") to near the upper surface of the star wheel plate
22. The blocking short tube 31 may prevent the X-rays
entering from the outer-surface sterilization chamber 4
from reaching the lower half of the feed opening 12, and
the blocking roof 35 may prevent the X-rays entering from
the outer-surface sterilization chamber 4 from reaching
the upper half of the feed opening 12. Therefore, the
blocking short tube 31 and the blocking roof 35 may pre-
vent the X-rays in the feed chamber 1 from leaking harm-
fully out of the electron beam sterilization apparatus 10
through the input tube 11.
[0035] Further, the input tube 11 may be made of a
material that blocks X-rays. The inclination angle and the
length of the input tube 11 may be designed such that
the upper end of the feed opening 12 (that is, the opening
of the input tube 11 at the downstream side thereof) is
lower than the lower end of the opening of the input tube
11 at the upstream side thereof. Therefore, the X-rays
reaching the feed opening may be blocked by the input
tube 11. In other words, the input tube 11 may prevent
the X-rays in the feed chamber 1 from leaking out of the
electron beam sterilization apparatus 10 harmfully.
[0036] As shown in Fig. 7, the blocking short tube 31
may include an outer arcuate blocking plate 32 having a
larger diameter and an inner arcuate blocking plate 33
having a smaller diameter. Both the outer arcuate block-
ing plate 32 and the inner arcuate blocking plate 33 may
be centered at the central axis 1v of the star wheel plate
22 and may have a central angle of 180° or larger in a
plan view, and the outer arcuate blocking plate 32 and
the inner arcuate blocking plate 33 may overlap each
other in the region w as viewed from the central axis 1v.
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[0037] The outer arcuate blocking plate 32 and the in-
ner arcuate blocking plate 33 may not be connected to
each other and may be completely separated from each
other. That is, there is formed a space for passing a gas
(ozone), or a ventilation space 34, between the outer
arcuate blocking plate 32 and the inner arcuate blocking
plate 33. The ventilation space 34 may preferably have
such a shape and a size that a gas (ozone) can flow
smoothly from the outer-surface sterilization chamber 4
to the feed opening 12 (and vice versa), that is, such a
shape and a size that the gas (ozone) is less apt to ac-
cumulate in the feed chamber 1. However, the inner ar-
cuate blocking plate 33 may have such a large diameter
as not to be in contact with the outer arcuate blocking
plate 32, and the outer arcuate blocking plate 32 may
have such a large diameter as to be nearly in contact
with the preform products P.
[0038] As shown in Fig. 6, the blocking roof 35 may
include a horizontal portion 36 and a vertical portion 37.
The horizontal portion 36 may project from above the
feed opening 12 to above the input star wheel 21 sub-
stantially in a horizontal position, and the vertical portion
37 may suspend from the horizontal portion 36 toward
the input star wheel 21. The lower end of the vertical
portion 37 may be positioned so low as to be nearly in
contact with the input star wheel 21 and the preform prod-
ucts P conveyed thereby.
[0039] The operation of the electron beam sterilization
apparatus 10 will be hereinafter described.
[0040] As shown in Fig. 2, the preform products P fed
into the feed chamber 1 may sequentially be conveyed
to the outer-surface sterilization chamber 4, the inner-
surface sterilization chamber 5, the blocking chamber 6,
and the sorting chamber 9, and may then be fed to the
external apparatus F from the sorting chamber 9. While
being conveyed, the preform products P may have the
outer surfaces thereof sterilized with the electron beams
in the outer-surface sterilization chamber 4 and have the
inner surfaces thereof sterilized with the electron beams
in the inner-surface sterilization chamber 5. In the outer-
surface sterilization chamber 4 and the inner-surface
sterilization chamber 5, the electron beams may be ap-
plied to the preform products P for electron beam steri-
lization, and as a result, X-rays may be produced. Fur-
ther, in the outer-surface sterilization chamber 4 and the
inner-surface sterilization chamber 5, the electron beams
may cause a chemical reaction of the air that undesirably
produces ozone gas.
[0041] The X-rays produced in the outer-surface ster-
ilization chamber 4 and the inner-surface sterilization
chamber 5 may enter the blocking chamber 6 and the
feed chamber 1 adjacent thereto. The X-rays, which may
possibly leak out of the electron beam sterilization appa-
ratus 10, may be blocked in the blocking chamber 6 and
the feed chamber 1 and prevented from leaking out harm-
fully. Meanwhile, the ozone gas produced in the outer-
surface sterilization chamber 4 and the inner-surface
sterilization chamber 5 may also enter the blocking cham-

ber 6 and the feed chamber 1 having complex structures
such as the blocking walls 81 and the blocking unit 30,
respectively. However, since the ozone gas in the block-
ing chamber 6 and the feed chamber 1 may flow smoothly
because of the ventilation spaces 84, 34, the ozone gas
may be less apt to accumulate in the block chamber 6
and the feed chamber 1 and may be discharged from the
electron beam sterilization apparatus 10 by the ventilator.
[0042] The blocking chamber 6 and the feed chamber
1 will be hereinafter individually described.
[0043] As shown in Fig. 4, the X-rays entering the
blocking chamber 6 through the upstream opening 62
may be blocked by the blocking walls 81 and reflected
by the blocking walls 81, the partition wall 61, and the
like (the floor, walls, ceiling, etc. of the blocking chamber
6). As a result, the X-rays are attenuated. Because of the
arrangement of the blocking walls 81 described above,
all the X-rays entering through the upstream opening 62
may be reflected three or more times by the blocking
walls 81, the partition wall 61, and the like before reaching
the downstream opening 63, and thus may be attenuated
to be harmless.
[0044] As shown in Figs. 2 and 6, the X-rays entering
the feed chamber 1 from the outer-surface sterilization
chamber 4 may be blocked by the blocking unit 30 and
reflected by the blocking unit 30 and the like (the floor,
walls, ceiling, etc. of the feed chamber 1). As a result,
the X-rays are attenuated. Because of the arrangement
of the blocking unit 30 described above, all the X-rays
entering from the outer-surface sterilization chamber 4
may be reflected three or more times by the blocking unit
30 and the like before reaching the feed opening 12, and
thus may be attenuated to be harmless.
[0045] Thus, in the electron beam sterilization appara-
tus 10, the blocking walls 81 having a large weight may
not be attached to the sterilized rotation table 71, and
therefore, the sterilized rotation table 71 and other rota-
tion tables 51, 53, 91, and 93 may be rotated at a high
speed, thereby enabling high speed operation.
[0046] In addition, the X-rays can be blocked sufficient-
ly in the blocking chamber 6 and the feed chamber 1
alone, and therefore, the electron beam sterilization ap-
paratus 10 may not need to include other chambers or
structures for blocking the X-rays and thus can be down-
sized. Further, the electron beam sterilization apparatus
10, having fewer chambers, may tend to have less ozone
gas accumulated therein, and thus can be prevented
from corrosion.
[0047] In addition, because of the ventilation spaces
34, 84, the electron beam sterilization apparatus 10 may
tend to have less ozone gas accumulated therein, and
thus can be prevented from corrosion.
[0048] In the above description, the preform products
P were taken as an example of container. The present
invention can also be applied for plastic bottles B or other
containers.
[0049] In the above embodiment, the grippers 74 were
taken as an example of retainer, but the present invention
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can use any other retainers that can retain the containers.
[0050] Further, in the above embodiment, the blocking
walls 81 may be positioned outside so as to be nearly in
contact with the grippers 74. Therefore, the blocking walls
81 may be arranged within a region outward from the
periphery of the sterilized rotation table 71. For example,
the blocking walls 81 may be positioned under the portion
of the connection plate 75 attached to the sterilized ro-
tation table 71 (that is, in the periphery of the sterilized
rotation table 71).
[0051] In addition, the sorting chamber 9 of the above
embodiment can include a blocking wall which was not
described for the above embodiment. As shown in Fig.
8, the sorting chamber 9 may include a blocking wall 95
arranged such that the blocking wall 95 and the down-
stream blocking wall 83 are in line symmetry with respect
to the partition wall 61 between the blocking chamber 6
and the sorting chamber 9. This arrangement may further
facilitate sufficient blocking of the X-rays. It may also be
possible that the downstream blocking wall 83 is omitted
when the sorting chamber 9 includes the blocking wall 95.
[0052] In addition, the inner-surface sterilization cham-
ber 5 of the above embodiment can include a blocking
wall which was not described for the above embodiment.
As shown in Fig. 8, the inner-surface sterilization cham-
ber 5 may include a blocking wall 55 arranged such that
the blocking wall 55 and the upstream blocking wall 82
are in line symmetry with respect to the partition wall 61
between the inner-surface sterilization chamber 5 and
the blocking chamber 6. This arrangement may further
facilitate sufficient blocking of the X-rays. It may also be
possible that the upstream blocking wall 82 is omitted
when the inner-surface sterilization chamber 5 includes
the blocking wall 55.
[0053] In the above embodiment, the blocking short
tube 31 may include an outer arcuate blocking plate 32
having a larger diameter and an inner arcuate blocking
plate 33 having a smaller diameter. It may also be pos-
sible that, as shown in Fig. 9, the blocking short tube 31
includes arcuate blocking plates 32’, 33’ having the same
diameter, as long as it has a ventilation space 34 and the
overlapping region w. It may also be possible that the
blocking short tube 31 includes three or more arcuate
blocking plates, instead of two arcuate blocking plates.
Alternatively, the blocking short tube 31 may have an
integral structure, as long as it has a cutout serving as a
ventilation space 34.
[0054] The shape of the blocking walls 81 described
for the above embodiment is not limitative. The blocking
walls 81 need only to face the upstream opening 62 or
the downstream opening 63 and have a larger area than
the upstream opening 62 or the downstream opening 63
facing thereto.
[0055] The suspending member 76 of the gripper 74,
which was not described in detail for the above embod-
iment, may be made of a material that blocks X-rays. This
arrangement may further facilitate sufficient blocking of
the X-rays.

Claims

1. An electron beam sterilization apparatus (10) for
sterilizing a container (P) by applying an electron
beam while conveying the container (P), the appa-
ratus (10) comprising:

a rotation conveyor plate (22) configured to ro-
tate around a central axis of the rotation convey-
or plate and configured to convey the container
(P) in a circular path; and
an electron beam application device (45) con-
figured to apply an electron beam to the contain-
er (P) being conveyed by the rotation conveyor
plate (22), characterized in that:

a tubular blocking member (31) is provided
on a lower surface of the rotation conveyor
plate (22) so as to block radioactive rays
produced by application of the electron
beam and surround the central axis (1v) of
the rotation conveyor plate (22), and
wherein the tubular blocking member (31)
includes a ventilation space (34) formed
therein.

2. The electron beam sterilization apparatus (10) of
claim 1, wherein
the tubular blocking member (31) includes a plurality
of arcuate blocking plates (32, 33), and
the plurality of arcuate blocking plates (32, 33) over-
lap each other in a region as viewed from the central
axis (1v) of the rotation conveyor plate (22).

3. The electron beam sterilization apparatus (10) of
claim 2, wherein the ventilation space (34) is formed
between the plurality of arcuate blocking plates (32,
33).

4. The electron beam sterilization apparatus (10) of any
one of claims 1 to 3, further comprising:

an input tube (11) for putting in the container (P)
from outside, the input tube (11) being made of
a material blocking the radioactive rays, and the
input tube (11) having an opening (12) formed
therein for transferring the container (P) to the
rotation conveyor plate (22); and
a blocking roof (35) extending from the opening
(12) of the input tube (11) toward the rotation
conveyor plate (22) so as to block the radioactive
rays.

Patentansprüche

1. Elektronenstrahlsterilisationsapparat (10) zum Ste-
rilisieren eines Behälters (P) durch Applikation eines
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Elektronenstrahls während des Förderns des Behäl-
ters (P), wobei der Apparat (10) umfasst:

eine Rotationsförderplatte (22), die so ausgelegt
ist, dass sie um eine Zentralachse der Rotati-
onsförderplatte rotiert, und so ausgelegt ist,
dass der Behälter (P) in einem kreisförmigen
Pfad gefördert wird; und
eine Elektronenstrahlapplikationsvorrichtung
(45), die so ausgelegt ist, dass ein Elektronen-
strahl auf den Behälter (P) appliziert wird, der
durch die Rotationsförderplatte (22) gefördert
wird,
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass:

ein rohrförmiges blockierendes Element
(31) auf einer unteren Oberfläche der Ro-
tationsförderplatte (22) so bereitgestellt
wird, dass es durch Applikation des Elek-
tronenstrahls produzierte radioaktive Strah-
len blockiert und die Zentralachse (1v) der
Rotationsförderplatte (22) umgibt, und
wobei das rohrförmige blockierende Ele-
ment (31) einen darin gebildeten Ventilati-
onsraum (34) einschließt.

2. Elektronenstrahlsterilisationsapparat (10) nach An-
spruch 1, wobei
das rohrförmige blockierende Element (31) eine
Vielzahl bogenförmiger blockierender Platten (32,
33) einschließt, und
die Vielzahl der bogenförmigen blockierenden Plat-
ten (32, 33) einander in einer Region überlappen,
betrachtet von der Zentralachse (1v) der Rotations-
förderplatte (22).

3. Elektronenstrahlsterilisationsapparat (10) nach An-
spruch 2, wobei der Ventilationsraum (34) zwischen
der Vielzahl der bogenförmigen blockierenden Plat-
ten (32, 33) gebildet ist.

4. Elektronenstrahlsterilisationsapparat (10) nach ei-
nem der Ansprüche 1 bis 3, ferner umfassend:

ein Eingangsrohr (11) zum Einstellen der Behäl-
ter (P) von außen, wobei das Eingangsrohr (11)
aus einem Material gefertigt ist, welches die ra-
dioaktiven Strahlen blockiert, und wobei das
Eingangsrohr (11) eine Öffnung (12) aufweist,
die darin gebildet ist, um den Behälter (P) auf
die Rotationsförderplatte (22) zu transferieren;
und
ein blockierendes Dach (35), das sich von der
Öffnung (12) des Eingangsrohrs (11) in Rich-
tung der Rotationsförderplatte (22) erstreckt, um
so die radioaktiven Strahlen zu blockieren.

Revendications

1. Appareil de stérilisation par faisceau électronique
(10) pour stériliser un récipient (P) en appliquant un
faisceau électronique tout en transportant le réci-
pient (P), l’appareil (10) comprenant :

une plaque transporteuse rotative (22) configu-
rée pour tourner autour d’un axe central de la
plaque transporteuse rotative et configurée pour
transporter le récipient (P) dans un chemin
circulaire ; et
un dispositif d’application de faisceau électroni-
que (45) configuré pour appliquer un faisceau
électronique au récipient (P) transporté par la
plaque transporteuse rotative (22), caractérisé
en ce que :

un élément de blocage tubulaire (31) est
prévu sur une surface inférieure de la pla-
que transporteuse rotative (22) de manière
à bloquer les rayons radioactifs produits par
l’application du faisceau électronique et à
entourer l’axe central (1v) de la plaque
transporteuse rotative (22), et
l’élément de blocage tubulaire (31) compre-
nant un espace de ventilation (34) formé à
l’intérieur.

2. Appareil de stérilisation par faisceau électronique
(10) selon la revendication 1, l’élément de blocage
tubulaire (31) comprenant une pluralité de plaques
de blocage arquées (32, 33), et
la pluralité de plaques de blocage arquées (32, 33)
se chevauchant les unes les autres dans une région
vue depuis l’axe central (1v) de la plaque transpor-
teuse rotative (22).

3. Appareil de stérilisation par faisceau électronique
(10) selon la revendication 2, l’espace de ventilation
(34) étant formé entre la pluralité de plaques de blo-
cage arquées (32, 33).

4. Appareil de stérilisation par faisceau électronique
(10) selon l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à
3, comprenant en outre :

un tube d’entrée (11) pour introduire le conte-
neur (P) depuis l’extérieur, le tube d’entrée (11)
étant fait d’un matériau bloquant les rayons ra-
dioactifs, et le tube d’entrée (11) ayant une
ouverture (12) formée dans celui-ci pour trans-
férer le conteneur (P) vers la plaque transpor-
teuse rotative (22) ; et
un toit de blocage (35) s’étendant de l’ouverture
(12) du tube d’entrée (11) vers la plaque trans-
porteuse rotative (22) de manière à bloquer les
rayons radioactifs.
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