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(54) Pouch with slide-in pocket

(57) The present invention is directed to a pouch (1)
for tobacco comprising a first pocket, wherein at least a
wall of the pouch is formed of a flexible sheet laminate
composed of at least a first and a second layer (61, 62),
the pouch further comprising a slide-in pocket (4) formed
within the flexible sheet laminate, wherein the slide-in
pocket comprises a front wall (42) formed of a part of the
first layer of the flexible sheet laminate, a back wall (41)
formed of a part of the second layer of the flexible sheet
laminate and a first opening (5) arranged in the first layer
or the second layer of the flexible sheet laminate, the
interior of the slide-in pocket being accessible via the first
opening.
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Description

[0001] The present invention is directed to a pouch for
tobacco which, in addition to a first pocket to house to-
bacco, further comprises an integrated slide-in pocket to
accommodate objects or articles like e.g. give-aways,
commercial products, lighter, matches or a booklet of cig-
arette paper, as well as to a method of producing the
same.
[0002] Consumables like e.g. tobacco are often sold
in form of a pouch package. Pouches for tobacco as well
as methods of manufacturing the same are well known
in the art. However, the consumer willing to enjoy a cig-
arette usually needs further articles in order to prepare
and ignite a cigarette prepared from the tobacco in the
pouch. It would be advantageous to provide means as-
sociated with the tobacco pouch which allows the con-
sumer to carry said additional articles together with the
pouch.
[0003] Pouches with further pockets to house articles
in addition to tobacco are known in the art. Exemplary
embodiments are disclosed in DE 20 2011 001 898 U1,
NL 8701152 and EP 1 913 826 B1. However, the pouch
packages described in the prior art always require the
use of additional material which is then welded to a clas-
sical pouch in order to form the further pocket. The use
of additional material is cost intensive and additional
welding steps lead to more complicated manufacturing
processes with increased failure rates.
[0004] An object of the present invention is to provide
a pouch comprising an additional pocket which requires
less material and which does not complicate manufac-
turing processes.
[0005] The present invention provides a pouch for to-
bacco comprising a first pocket, wherein at least a wall
of the pouch is formed of a flexible sheet laminate com-
posed of at least a first and a second layer, characterized
in that the pouch (1) further comprises a slide-in pocket
formed within the flexible sheet laminate, wherein the
slide-in pocket comprises:

- a front wall formed of a part of the first layer of the
flexible sheet laminate;

- a back wall formed of a part of the second layer of
the flexible sheet laminate; and

- a first opening arranged in the first layer or the sec-
ond layer of the flexible sheet laminate, the interior
of the slide-in pocket being accessible via the first
opening.

[0006] In the pouch of the present invention, the slide-
in pocket is formed into one of the walls of the pouch
which is formed of a flexible sheet laminate, e.g. the slide-
in pocket is integrated into a flexible sheet laminate which
is used to form a flap, front wall and/or back wall of the
pouch. Front and back wall of the slide-in pocket are

formed by different layers of the flexible sheet laminate.
The interior of the integrated slide-in pocket is accessible
via a first opening which is arranged into the first or the
second layer of the flexible sheet laminate.
[0007] By doing so, the slide-in pocket is integrated
into the pouch without the need for additional material
and without the need for further welding steps. Since the
slide-in pocket is formed into pre-existing material of the
pouch, the slide-in pocket does not stick-out from the
surface of the pouch and the slide-in pocket can be po-
sitioned freely within the pouch. It is not necessary that
the slide-in pocket is located at a position which allows
for successful placement of additional material or which
is easily accessible for welding. The process of manu-
facturing the pouch of the invention is less prone to failure
compared to the manufacturing process of prior art
pouches comprising an additional pocket because fur-
ther welding steps to arrange the extra material for the
additional pocket are avoided.
[0008] The pouch of the invention comprises at least
one wall formed of a flexible sheet laminate. There are
several types of pouches for tobacco known in the art.
There are pouches known where the first pocket is
formed only of a front and a back wall, like e.g. in a rolled
pouch. Alternatively, the first pocket may be formed of a
front wall, a back wall and a bottom wall as well as op-
tionally one or more side walls, like e.g. in a block pouch
or stand-up pouch. Optionally, the pouch may comprise
a flap which can be regarded as part of the front, back
or side wall or which may be provided as separate wall
of the pouch. The present invention is not limited to a
certain type of pouch and in principle works with all known
pouch architectures provided that at least one wall of said
pouch is formed of a flexible sheet laminate in which the
slide-in pocket is integrated. The pouch of the invention
can be formed of a front wall and a back wall and option-
ally a flap. The pouch of the invention may further com-
prise a bottom wall and optionally one or more side walls
to form the first pocket of the pouch. Preferably, the pouch
of the invention comprises a front wall and a back wall
opposed to each other and optionally a bottom wall, one
or more side walls and/or a flap, wherein at least one of
the front wall, the back wall, the bottom wall, the side wall
and the flap is formed of the flexible sheet laminate.
[0009] The pouch of the invention can comprise a flap
and a first pocket defined by opposing front and back
walls, wherein at least one of the flap, the front wall and
the back wall is formed of a flexible sheet laminate com-
posed of at least a first and a second layer, wherein the
pouch further comprises a slide-in pocket formed within
the flexible sheet laminate, wherein the slide-in pocket
comprises:

- a front wall formed of a part of the first layer of the
flexible sheet laminate;

- a back wall formed of a part of the second layer of
the flexible sheet laminate; and
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- a first opening arranged in the first layer or the sec-
ond layer of the flexible sheet laminate, the interior
of the slide-in pocket being accessible via the first
opening.

[0010] The pouch of the invention preferably compris-
es a flap and a first pocket formed by a front wall and a
back wall which are opposed to each other. Usually, the
side edges of the front and back walls are sealed togeth-
er, leaving a mouth region through which the interior of
the first pocket of the pouch is accessible. The flap is
arranged at the mouth region and allows for closing of
the first pocket of the pouch by folding the flap over the
pocket at or near the mouth. Usually, the flap has a length
sufficient to cover the mouth of the first pocket. Prefera-
bly, the flap has a length which exceeds the length of the
first pocket so that the flap can be efficiently wrapped
around the first pocket in order to close the pouch. The
pouch may comprise a reclosable seal provided at the
mouth of the pocket which makes it possible for the con-
sumer the seal the pocket after accessing the content of
the first pocket thereby preventing loss of contents by
spillage from the pocket. The reclosable seal also reduc-
es ingress of air into the first pocket and loss of moisture
from the contents of the first pocket ensuring that the
content remains moist and does not dry out. Thus, to-
bacco within the first pocket is kept fresh (by the preser-
vation of aroma and moisture) over a prolonged period
of time after the time of first use.
[0011] Typically, the flap and the back wall of the pouch
are formed from a single piece of flexible sheet material,
e.g. of flexible sheet laminate. The front wall of the pouch
is then built from a second piece of flexible sheet material.
In such a case, the first pocket of the pouch can be formed
by adhesively bonding a second smaller piece of flexible
sheet material, e.g. of flexible sheet laminate, along three
of its edges to the first sheet. At least one of the two
pieces of flexible sheet material is made of flexible sheet
laminate composed of at least a first and a second layer.
[0012] However, the pouch of the present invention is
preferably formed from a single piece of flexible sheet
laminate by folding the front wall part over the back wall
part and adhesively bonding the overlapping side edges
of the front and back wall to form the first pocket of the
pouch. The portion of the single piece of flexible sheet
laminate extending beyond the mouth of the first pocket
forms the flap which can then be used to fold over the
first pocket.
[0013] Preferably, the flap, front and back wall of the
pouch are all formed of a flexible sheet laminate and even
more preferably, flap, front and back wall of the pouch
are all formed of one single piece of flexible sheet lami-
nate. If flap, front wall and back wall of the pouch of the
invention are made from one single piece of flexible sheet
laminate, e.g. in form of a blank, it is easily possible to
arrange the slide-in pocket of the invention at any desired
position and to provide a pre-prepared blank already
comprising the slide-in pocket. Since the slide-in pocket

does not stick-out from the surface of the flexible sheet
laminate, such a pre-prepared blank can be identical in
size and dimension compared to a classical blank without
a slide-in pocket of the invention and, thus, such a pre-
prepared blank can be processed further into the pouch
of the invention by using conventional manufacturing
means and processes. Folding as well as welding steps
and weld position can remain unaltered compared to
classical pouch manufacturing without the integrated
slide-in pocket of the invention. Thus, no further adapta-
tion of downstream processing is needed in contrast to
conventional pouches with additional pockets.
[0014] Alternatively, the front wall and the back wall of
the pouch of the invention can be formed of separate
pieces of flexible sheet material with the proviso that at
least one of them is formed of a flexible sheet laminate.
It is possible that only one, either the back wall or the
front wall, is formed of a flexible sheet laminate wherein
the other is formed of a different flexible sheet material
which is not a flexible sheet laminate. This allows saving
of material and costs as well as weight because the
amount of flexible sheet laminate needed is reduced.
[0015] For the pouch of the present invention it is suf-
ficient if only one wall of the pouch like e.g. one of the
flap, the front wall and the back wall of the pouch, or a
part thereof is formed of a flexible sheet laminate. The
remaining parts of the pouch can be formed of a less
complex and expensive flexible sheet material. Thus, it
is not necessary that the whole of a wall is consisting of
a flexible sheet laminate. In order to be formed of a flexible
sheet laminate in the sense of the present invention, it is
sufficient if at least that part of a wall of the pouch of the
invention consists of a flexible sheet laminate in which
the slide-in pocket is integrated. In other words, the com-
position of a given wall of the pouch may be discontinuous
in that a part of said wall consists of a flexible sheet lam-
inate whereas the remainder of said wall consists of an-
other flexible sheet material, provided the slide-in pocket
is provided in the area of said wall which consists of a
flexible sheet laminate.
[0016] The pouch of the invention comprises an inte-
grated slide-in pocket formed within the flexible sheet
laminate, wherein the slide-in pocket is formed of at least
a front wall built of a part of the first layer of the flexible
sheet laminate and a back wall built of a part of the second
layer of the flexible sheet laminate as well as at least a
first opening arranged in one of the first layer or the sec-
ond layer of the flexible sheet laminate, the interior of the
slide-in pocket being accessible via said first opening.
The pouch of the invention may also comprise more than
one slide-in pocket formed within a flexible sheet lami-
nate.
[0017] The slide-in pocket is arranged into the flexible
sheet laminate by introducing a first opening. By doing
so, the first opening may be formed as a straight slit or
a curved slit. Such slits can be easily introduced by tech-
nology well known in the art. The first opening may be
introduced by physical cutting means or techniques like
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e.g. blade- or knife based cutting, liquid- or sandjet cutting
or laser based cutting. Introduction of the first opening in
form of a slit can be easily realized, the depth of the slit
can be controlled very precisely as well as any other di-
mension of the slit. Also positioning of the first opening
in form of a slit is straight forward and not limited.
[0018] In order to protect the pouch of the invention
against damage e.g. due to unexpectedly high forces ap-
plied to the first opening, the ends of the first opening
may be formed to prevent further tearing through a layer
of the flexible sheet laminate. Preferably, the ends of the
first opening are designed in the form of a hook or a
branched slit. By doing so, the risk of undesired pull-out
of the slide-in pocket is reduced and the life-time of the
slide-in pocket is extended.
[0019] The slide-in pocket of the pouch of the invention
may comprise a second opening. The second opening
is formed such that the interior of the slide-in pocket is
also accessible via the second opening. The presence
of a second opening allows for easy introduction and po-
sitioning of articles or objects within the slide-in pocket.
Preferably, the second opening is formed through the
same layer(s) of the flexible sheet laminate as the first
opening of the slide-in pocket. The second opening may
be arranged opposite to the first opening. By doing so, it
is possible to manipulate or position an article or object
within the slide-in pocket by accessing the object from
two opposing sides. Thus, easy and accurate positioning
of articles and objects in the slide-in pocket is improved.
The second opening may be formed in the same design
as the first opening, i.e. as a straight or curved slit with
or without ends prepared to prevent further tearing of a
layer of the flexible sheet laminate. The second opening
may thereby be formed identical to the first opening; al-
ternatively, it may be formed laterally reversed or corre-
sponding to the appearance of the first opening.
[0020] In order to avoid further post-manufacturing
steps, it is advantageous if in the area where the slide-
in pocket is formed, the first and the second layer of the
flexible sheet laminate are not permanently laminated
together. By doing so, it is ensured that the slide-in pocket
is ready to use upon introduction of the first opening. After
introducing a slit at an edge of the area where the slide-
in pocket is to be formed, the front and back wall of the
slide-in pocket separate from each other without further
processing steps, the slide-in pocket is formed and is
accessible through the first opening. Preferably, the flex-
ible sheet laminate does not comprise an adhesive be-
tween the first and the second layer in the area where
the slide-in pocket is formed.
[0021] The slide-in pocket of the pouch of the invention
may further comprise a dispensing opening. The dis-
pensing opening allows dispensing of a product from a
source contained in the slide-in pocket. If e.g. a booklet
of cigarette papers is introduced into the slide-in pocket,
the dispensing opening may allow for dispensing single
cigarette papers from the booklet stored in the slide-in
pocket. Such a dispensing opening is formed into the

front and/or back wall of the slide-in pocket. The exact
position and dimension of the dispensing opening de-
pends on the product to be dispensed and the article or
object placed into the slide-in pocket from which the prod-
uct is to be dispensed through the dispensing opening.
As already outlined for the first and second opening of
the slide-in pocket above, the dispensing opening may
be formed as straight or curved slit with or without ends
formed to prevent further tearing of a layer of the flexible
sheet laminate. Preferably, the width and/or dimension
of the dispensing opening are adapted to the product to
be dispensed through said dispensing opening.
[0022] As already outlined above, the slide-in pocket
is not limited in location or position within the pouch of
the invention. The slide-in pocket may be arranged on
an inner side of the pouch such that it is not accessible
from the outside when the pouch is closed by folding the
flap. If the slide-in pocket is arranged in this way, loss of
articles or objects from the slide-in pocket is prevented
when the pouch is closed by the flap. The slide-in pocket
is accessible only when the flap is folded open, e.g. cig-
arette papers are accessible when the pouch is opened,
tobacco is accessible and the consumer may be in need
of said cigarette papers and content of the slide-in pocket
is protected when the pouch is not in use and closed by
the flap.
[0023] Alternatively, the slide-in pocket may be located
on the outside of the pouch of the invention such that the
slide-in pocket is only accessible from the outside when
the pouch is closed by the flap. If the slide-in pocket is
arranged in this way, the content of the slide-in pocket is
readily accessible without opening the pouch. Content
of the first pocket of the pouch is protected while the slide-
in pocket is fully accessible and can be used to store
articles or objects. This type of arrangement allows plac-
ing, replacing and removing articles or objects while the
pouch remains closed. E.g. promotional material may be
placed into the slide-in pocket after manufacturing and
closing of a tobacco pouch. Said promotional material
may be visible to a consumer looking at a closed pouch.
[0024] The pouch of the invention is formed of a flexible
sheet material with the proviso that at least one of the
flap, the front wall and the back wall of the pouch is made
from flexible sheet laminate which represents a particular
form of a flexible sheet material.
[0025] The flexible sheet material comprises or con-
sists of:

- a polymer, preferably a plastic polymer like e.g. a
polyolefine, polyethylene, polyester or methylized
polyester;

- a metal, a metal alloy, a metal foil and/or a metallized
laminate;

- a paper;
- or a combination thereof.

[0026] The flexible sheet material may comprise or
consist of a polymer having thermoplastic properties
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such as a polyolefin, e.g. polyethylene or the like. The
flexible sheet material can be present as a single layer
or in form of a material comprising more than one layer,
e.g. in form of a laminate. Thus, the flexible sheet lami-
nate of the pouch of the present invention represents a
particular embodiment of a flexible sheet material.
[0027] The flexible sheet laminate comprises at least
a first layer and a second layer. A layer may be under-
stood to mean an amount of a flexible sheet material
which can be processed to be separated from another
layer. One layer can be formed of multiple sublayers.
Each layer is made of a flexible sheet material as men-
tioned above, wherein first and second layer may be
made of the same or different flexible sheet materials.
[0028] The present invention is not limited to a certain
architecture or composition of layers and sublayers of
the flexible sheet laminate provided the flexible sheet
laminate comprises at least a first and a second layer.
[0029] Each of the first and second layer of the flexible
sheet laminate may independently be formed of one sin-
gle layer or of multiple sublayers. For example, the first
layer can be formed of a single layer, e.g. of a single
polyethylene (PE) layer, whereas the second layer is
formed of two sublayers, e.g. a methylized polyester
(MPET) sublayer and a PE sublayer. In another example,
the first layer is composed of two sublayers and the sec-
ond layer of the flexible sheet laminate is composed of
three layers.
[0030] It is not necessary that a given flexible sheet
laminate is constant in its architecture over the whole
area of the flexible sheet laminate. The composition of
the flexible sheet laminate may be different in different
areas of the laminate, e.g. the first layer may be formed
of two sublayers in one area of the laminate wherein in
another area of the flexible sheet laminate the first layer
is formed of three sublayers.
[0031] The first and second layers are laminated to-
gether. Preferably, the first and second layer of the flex-
ible sheet laminate are laminated directly together es-
sentially over the entire contact surface between the two
layers with the proviso that the first and second layer are
not permanently laminated together at the area where
the slide-in pocket is formed or is to be formed. Lamina-
tion of the first and second layer can be performed by
any known lamination method which is compatible with
the flexible sheet materials used for the layers. The first
and second layers of the flexible sheet laminate can be
laminated together by use of an adhesive or by thermal
and/or pressure mediated lamination.
[0032] In the pouch of the invention, the first layer
and/or the second layer of the flexible sheet laminate can
be transparent. This can have the effect that the article
or object present in the slide-in pocket is visible through
at least one of the walls of the slide-in pocket and the
design of the pouch material remains visible as long as
the slide-in pocket is empty. This opens a lot of design
options for the pouch of the invention either alone or in
combination with certain articles or objects already

placed or to be placed into the slide-in pocket of the
pouch.
[0033] The present invention is also directed to a pouch
of the invention wherein an article or object is comprised
in the slide-in pocket. Such an article or object may be a
lighter or means to ignite a cigarette, a booklet like e.g.
a booklet of cigarette papers or a supplement like e.g. a
commercial product, a give-away or an advertising sup-
plement.
[0034] Basically, the pouch of the invention can be
manufactured by methods already known in the art for
the manufacture of classical pouch packages. However,
in order to arrive at the pouch of the invention, it is nec-
essary to comprise the steps of providing a flexible sheet
laminate comprising at least a first and a second layer
for the production of at least one of the walls of the pouch,
like e.g. the flap, the front wall or the back wall of the
pouch, and of forming the slide-in pocket by introducing
at least a first opening through a first layer of the flexible
sheet laminate but not through a second layer of the flex-
ible sheet laminate.
[0035] In a first preferred method of forming a pouch
of the present invention, the method comprises the fol-
lowing steps:

- providing a single piece of flexible sheet laminate
composed of at least a first and a second layer,
wherein the first and second layer are void of an ad-
hesive or are not permanently laminated together at
an area where a slide-in pocket is to be formed;

- forming the slide-in pocket by introducing at least a
first opening extending through the first layer but not
through the second layer of the flexible sheet lami-
nate at an edge of the area where the slide-in pocket
is to be formed or alternatively by introducing at least
a first opening extending through the second layer
but not through the first layer of the flexible sheet
laminate at an edge of the area where the slide-in
pocket is to be formed;

- optionally, introducing further openings at the area
where the slide-in pocket is to be formed;

- folding the single piece of flexible sheet laminate
such that the front wall and the back wall of the pouch
are located opposite to each other; and

- sealing side portions of the front and back wall of the
pouch to form a first pocket.

[0036] In a second preferred method of forming a
pouch of the present invention, the method comprises
the following steps:

- providing a piece of flexible sheet laminate com-
posed of at least a first and a second layer, wherein
the first and second layer are void of an adhesive or

7 8 



EP 3 009 016 A1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

are not permanently laminated together at an area
where a slide-in pocket is to be formed;

- forming the slide-in pocket by introducing at least a
first opening extending through the first layer but not
through the second layer of the flexible sheet lami-
nate at an edge of the area where the slide-in pocket
is to be formed or alternatively by introducing at least
a first opening extending through the second layer
but not through the first layer of the flexible sheet
laminate at an edge of the area where the slide-in
pocket is to be formed;

- optionally, introducing further openings at the area
where the slide-in pocket is to be formed;

- arranging the piece of flexible sheet laminate with
another piece of flexible sheet material such that the
front wall and the back wall of the pouch are located
opposite to each other; and

- sealing side portions of the front and back wall of the
pouch to form a first pocket.

[0037] In the first or second preferred method of the
invention, the openings of the slide-in pocket can be in-
troduced into the flexible sheet laminate by physical cut-
ting means or techniques. Appropriate cutting means and
techniques are available to the person skilled in the art.
Preferred cutting means or techniques comprise blade-
or knife based cutting, liquid- or sandjet based cutting or
laser based cutting.
[0038] The nature of the invention is further exemplified
by way of the following figures and examples.

FIGURES:

[0039]

Fig. 1 shows a first embodiment of the pouch of the
invention and a cross-sectional line A-A.

Fig. 2 shows the first embodiment of the pouch of the
invention of Fig. 1 in a cross-sectional view
along line A-A.

Fig. 3 shows a cross-sectional view of (A) a second
embodiment of the pouch of the invention, (B)
a third embodiment of the pouch of the inven-
tion, (C) a fourth embodiment of the pouch of
the invention, (D) a fifth embodiment of the
pouch of the invention, (E) a sixth embodiment
of the invention and (F) a seventh embodiment
of the invention.

Fig. 4 shows in (A) to (L) various different embodi-
ments of the openings of the slide-in pocket of
the pouch of the invention.

EXAMPLES:

[0040] In Figures 1 and 2 a pouch 1 according to the
present invention is shown. The line A-A indicates a
cross-section through the pouch 1 of Fig. 1. Figure 2
shows the pouch 1 of Fig. 1 in a cross-sectional view
along the line A-A.
[0041] The pouch 1 is formed of one single piece of
flexible sheet laminate 6 composed of a first layer 61 and
a second layer 62. The pouch 1 comprises a flap 2 and
a first pocket 3. The first pocket 3 is built from a back wall
31 and a front wall 32 of the pouch 1. The first pocket 3
is formed by folding back the flexible sheet laminate 6 on
itself and sealing the side edges of the overlapping region
to build a pocket with a back wall 31, a front wall 32 and
a mouth towards the extending part of the flexible sheet
laminate 6. Said extending part of the flexible sheet lam-
inate 6 represents the flap 2 of the pouch 1. The flap 2
is shown in an open configuration; however, the flap 2
will be folded over mouth of the first pocket 3 when the
pouch 1 is in a closed configuration. On the front wall 32
of the first pocket 3, there is located a slide-in pocket 4
with a first opening 5 which allows access to the interior
of the slide-in pocket 4. The slide-in pocket 4 of the pouch
1 is formed of a front wall 42 built by a part of a first layer
61 of the flexible sheet laminate 6 and a back wall 41
built by a part of a second layer 62 of the flexible sheet
laminate 6. The first opening 5 is introduced through the
first layer 61 of the flexible sheet laminate 6, but does
not extend to the second layer 62 of the flexible sheet
laminate 6. Via the first opening 5, it is possible to slide
in an article or object into the interior of the slide-in pocket
4.
[0042] Both, the first and the second layer 61, 62 of
the flexible sheet laminate 6 are formed of a polymer
which has thermoplastic properties. First layer 61 and
second layer 62 are permanently laminated together by
heat and/or pressure, except for the area where the slide-
in pocket 4 is formed. The front wall 42 and the back wall
41 of the slide-in pocket 4 do not comprise adhesive on
a surface facing the interior of the slide-in pocket 4.
[0043] In Fig. 3 alternative forms of the pouch of the
invention are shown.
[0044] In Fig. 3A a pouch 1 is illustrated which differs
from the pouch depicted in Figs 1 and 2 in that the pouch
1 is formed from two pieces of flexible sheet material. In
the pouch 1 of Fig. 3A the back wall 31 of the first pocket
3 and the flap 2 are not formed of a flexible sheet laminate
6 but from a one-layered flexible sheet 7 made from a
material which is different from the flexible sheet laminate
6. This arrangement allows limiting the need for flexible
sheet laminate to only the front wall 32 of the first pocket
3, where the slide-in pocket 4 is located in.
[0045] In Fig. 3B a pouch 1 is shown which differs from
the pouch 1 of Figs 1 and 2 in that the slide-in pocket 4
and the first opening 5 are arranged within the flap 2 on
an outer surface of the pouch 1. This arrangement allows
access to the slide-in pocket 4 while the pouch 1 is closed
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by the flap 2.
[0046] In Fig. 3C a pouch 1 is depicted which differs
from the pouch 1 of Figs 1 and 2 in that the slide-in pocket
4 is located within the flap 2, the first opening 5 being
arranged on a inner surface of the flap 2 such that the
slide-in pocket 4 is not accessible while the pouch 1 is in
closed by the flap 2. Access to the slide-in pocket 4 is
allowed when the pouch 1 is in open configuration.
[0047] In Fig. 3D a pouch 1 is illustrated which differs
from the pouch 1 shown in Figs 1 and 2 in that the pouch
1 is formed from two pieces of flexible sheet material. In
the pouch 1 of Fig. 3D the back wall 31 of the first pocket
3 and the flap 2 are formed of a flexible sheet laminate
6 but the front wall 32 of the first pocket 3 is not. The front
wall 32 is built from a one-layered flexible sheet 7 made
from a material which is different from the flexible sheet
laminate 6. The slide-in pocket 4 is located in the back
wall 31 of the first pocket 3. This arrangement allows
limiting the need for flexible sheet laminate 6 to only the
back wall 31, where the slide-in pocket 4 is located in,
and the flap 2 of the first pocket 3.
[0048] In Fig. 3E a pouch 1 is shown which differs from
the pouch given in Figs 1 and 2 in that the pouch is formed
from a flexible sheet laminate which comprises multiple
layers, a first layer 61 a in which an opening 5a allows
access to a first slide-in pocket 4a formed within the flap
and a second layer 61 b in which an opening 5b allows
access to a second slide-in pocket 4b formed on the out-
side of the first pocket of the pouch. The first and second
layer 61 a and 61 b are separated by a layer 62 which
serves as second layer for both, the first slide-in pocket
4a and the second slide-in pocket 4b. In this embodiment,
the pouch comprises a flexible sheet laminate comprising
multiple layers with two independent slide-in pockets
formed into said flexible sheet laminate.
[0049] In Fig. 3F a section of a flap of a pouch of the
invention is shown which differs from the pouch illustrated
in Fig. 3C in that the flexible sheet laminate is composed
of multiple layers which allows for the formation of a slide-
in pocket in a slide-in pocket. The first slide-in pocket 4a
is formed by the opening 5a in layer 61 a, wherein the
back wall of the first slide-in pocket 4a is formed of layer
62a and the front wall of the first slide-in pocket is formed
of layer 61 a of the flexible sheet laminate. In this em-
bodiment, a second slide-in pocket 4b is formed into the
front wall of the first slide-in pocket 4a by the opening 5b.
The back wall of the second slide-in pocket 4b is formed
by the layer 62b of the layer 61 a, whereas the front wall
of the second slide-in pocket 4b is formed of layer 61 b
of the layer 61 a. In this embodiment, the pouch compris-
es a flexible sheet laminate comprising multiple layers
with two slide-in pockets formed in a pocket-in-the-pocket
architecture into said flexible sheet laminate. The front
wall of the first slide-in pocket 4a serves as first and sec-
ond layer 61 b, 62b of the second slide-in pocket 4b.
[0050] In Fig. 4 different arrangements of openings of
the slide-in pocket 4 are shown.
[0051] In Fig. 4A a slide-in pocket 4 is depicted with a

first opening 5 in form of a straight slit along a long side
of the slide-in pocket 4.
[0052] In Fig. 4B a slide-in pocket 4 is shown with a
first opening 5 in form of a straight slit along a short side
of the slide-in pocket 4.
[0053] In Fig. 4C a slide-in pocket 4 is depicted with a
first opening 5 and a second opening 8, both in form of
a straight slit arranged on opposing long sides of the
slide-in pocket 4.
[0054] In Fig. 4D a slide-in pocket 4 is depicted with a
first opening 5 and a second opening 8, both in form of
a straight slit arranged on opposing short sides of the
slide-in pocket 4.
[0055] In Fig. 4E a slide-in pocket 4 is depicted with a
first opening 5 in form of a curved slit along a long side
of the slide-in pocket 4.
[0056] In Fig. 4F a slide-in pocket 4 is shown with a
first opening 5 in form of a curved slit along a short side
of the slide-in pocket 4.
[0057] In Fig. 4G a slide-in pocket 4 is depicted with a
first opening 5 and a second opening 8, both in form of
a curved slit arranged on opposing long sides of the slide-
in pocket 4.
[0058] In Fig. 4H a slide-in pocket 4 is depicted with a
first opening 5 and a second opening 8, both in form of
a curved slit arranged on opposing short sides of the
slide-in pocket 4.
[0059] In Fig. 4I a slide-in pocket 4 is depicted with a
first opening 5 in form of a curved slit along a long side
of the slide-in pocket 4, wherein the ends of the slit of the
first opening 5 are formed in a hook.
[0060] In Fig. 4J a slide-in pocket 4 is depicted with a
first opening 5 and a second opening 8, both in form of
a curved slit arranged on opposing short sides of the
slide-in pocket 4, wherein the ends of the slits of the first
opening 5 and the second opening 8 are formed in a hook.
[0061] In Fig. 4K a slide-in pocket 4 is shown with a
first opening 5 in form of a straight slit along a long side
of the slide-in pocket 4. The slide-in pocket 4 further com-
prises a dispensing opening 9 in form of a straight slit.
[0062] In Fig. 4L a slide-in pocket 4 is shown with a
first opening 5 in form of a straight slit along a long side
of the slide-in pocket 4. The slide-in pocket 4 further com-
prises a dispensing opening 9 in form of a straight slit.
Compared to the embodiment of Fig. 4K, the width of the
slit of the dispensing opening 9 is enlarged.

Claims

1. Pouch (1) for tobacco comprising a first pocket (3),
wherein at least a wall of the pouch is formed of a
flexible sheet laminate (6) composed of at least a
first (61) and a second (62) layer, characterized in
that the pouch (1) further comprises a slide-in pocket
(4) formed within the flexible sheet laminate (6),
wherein the slide-in pocket (4) comprises:
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- a front wall (42) formed of a part of the first
layer (61) of the flexible sheet laminate (6);
- a back wall (41) formed of a part of the second
layer (62) of the flexible sheet laminate (6); and
- a first opening (5) arranged in the first layer
(61) or the second layer (62) of the flexible sheet
laminate (6), the interior of the slide-in pocket
(4) being accessible via the first opening (5).

2. Pouch (1) of claim 1, wherein the pouch (1) compris-
es a front wall (32) and a back wall (31) opposed to
each other and optionally a bottom wall, one or more
side walls and/or a flap (2), wherein at least one of
the front wall (32), the back wall (31), the bottom wall,
the side wall and the flap (2) is formed of the flexible
sheet laminate (6).

3. Pouch (1) of claim 1 or 2, comprising a flap (2) and
a first pocket (3) defined by opposing front (32) and
back (31) walls, wherein at least one of the flap (2),
the front wall (32) and the back wall (31) is formed
of a flexible sheet laminate (6) composed of at least
a first (61) and a second (62) layer, characterized
in that the pouch (1) further comprises a slide-in
pocket (4) formed within the flexible sheet laminate
(6), wherein the slide-in pocket (4) comprises:

- a front wall (42) formed of a part of the first
layer (61) of the flexible sheet laminate (6);
- a back wall (41) formed of a part of the second
layer (62) of the flexible sheet laminate (6); and
- a first opening (5) arranged in the first layer
(61) or the second layer (62) of the flexible sheet
laminate (6), the interior of the slide-in pocket
(4) being accessible via the first opening (5).

4. Pouch (1) of one of the preceding claims, wherein
all walls of the pouch are formed of the flexible sheet
laminate, preferably the flap (2), front (32) and back
(31) wall of the pouch (1) are formed of the flexible
sheet laminate (6).

5. Pouch (1) of one of the preceding claims, wherein
the first opening (5) of the slide-in pocket (4) is
formed as a straight or curved slit.

6. Pouch (1) of one of the preceding claims, wherein
the first opening (5) of the slide-in pocket (4) com-
prises ends formed to prevent further tearing of the
first layer (61) of the flexible sheet laminate (6); pref-
erably the ends are arranged in the form of a hook
or branched slit.

7. Pouch (1) of one of the preceding claims, wherein
the slide-in pocket (4) comprises a second opening
(8), the interior of the slide-in pocket (4) being ac-
cessible via the second opening (8), preferably, the
second opening (8) is arranged opposite to the first

opening (5).

8. Pouch (1) of claim 7, wherein the second opening
(8) is provided in a format identical, laterally reversed
or corresponding to the first opening (5).

9. Pouch (1) of one of the preceding claims, wherein,
in the area where slide-in pocket (4) is formed, the
flexible sheet laminate (6) is void of an adhesive be-
tween the first (61) and second (62) layer and/or the
first layer (61) and the second layer (62) are not per-
manently laminated together.

10. Pouch (1) of one of the preceding claims, wherein
the slide-in pocket (4) further comprises a dispensing
opening (9) formed into the front (42) and/or back
(41) wall of the slide-in pocket (4) in order to allow
for dispensing of a product contained in the slide-in
pocket (4).

11. Pouch (1) of claim 10, wherein the dispensing open-
ing (9) is provided as straight or curved slit, preferably
the width of the slit is adapted to a product to be
dispensed through the dispensing opening (9).

12. Pouch (1) of one of the preceding claims, wherein
the pouch (1) comprises more than one slide-in pock-
et (4) formed within the flexible sheet laminate (6).

13. Pouch (1) of one of the preceding claims, wherein
the slide-in pocket (4) is located on an inner side of
the pouch (1) and is not accessible from the outside
when the pouch (1) is closed.

14. Pouch (1) of one claims 1 to 12, wherein the slide-
in pocket (4) is located on the outside of the pouch
(1) and is accessible from the outside when the
pouch (1) is closed.

15. Pouch (1) of one of the preceding claims, wherein
the first (61) and/or the second (62) layer of the flex-
ible sheet laminate (6) independently from each oth-
er comprises or consists of a polymer, a metal and/or
a paper.

16. Pouch (1) of one of the preceding claims, wherein
the first layer (61) and/or the second layer (62) of the
flexible sheet laminate (6) is transparent.

17. Pouch (1) of one of claims 3 to 16, wherein the flap
(2), the front wall (32) and the back wall (31) of the
pouch (1) are all part of a single piece of flexible
sheet laminate (6), wherein the front wall (32) is fold-
ed against the back wall (31) of the pouch (1) to build
the first pocket (3).

18. Pouch (1) of one of claims 3 to 16, wherein the front
wall (32) and the back wall (31) of the pouch (1) are
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formed of separate pieces of flexible sheet material.

19. Pouch (1) of one of the preceding claims, wherein
an article or object is comprised in the slide-in pocket
(4), preferably the article or object is a lighter, a book-
let or a supplement.

20. Method of forming a pouch (1) of claim 17 comprising
the steps of:

- providing a single piece of flexible sheet lami-
nate (1) composed of at least a first (61) and a
second (62) layer, wherein the first and second
layer (61, 62) are void of an adhesive or are not
permanently laminated together at an area
where a slide-in pocket (4) is to be formed;
- forming the slide-in pocket (4) by introducing
at least a first opening (5) extending through the
first layer (61) but not through the second layer
(62) of the flexible sheet laminate (6) at an edge
of the area where the slide-in pocket (4) is to be
formed or alternatively by introducing at least a
first opening (5) extending through the second
layer (62) but not through the first layer (61) of
the flexible sheet laminate (6) at an edge of the
area where the slide-in pocket (4) is to be
formed;
- optionally, introducing further openings at the
area where the slide-in pocket (4) is to be
formed;
- folding the single piece of flexible sheet lami-
nate (6) such that the front wall (32) and the back
wall (31) of the pouch (1) are located opposite
to each other; and
- sealing side portions of the front and back wall
(31, 32) of the pouch (1) to form a first pocket (3).

21. Method of forming a pouch of claim 18 comprising
the steps of:

- providing a piece of flexible sheet laminate (6)
composed of at least a first and a second layer
(61, 62), wherein the first and second layer (61,
62) are void of an adhesive or are not perma-
nently laminated together at an area where a
slide-in pocket (4) is to be formed;
- forming the slide-in pocket (4) by introducing
at least a first opening (5) extending through the
first layer (61) but not through the second layer
(62) of the flexible sheet laminate (6) at an edge
of the area where the slide-in pocket (4) is to be
formed or alternatively by introducing at least a
first opening (5) extending through the second
layer (62) but not through the first layer (61) of
the flexible sheet laminate (6) at an edge of the
area where the slide-in pocket (4) is to be
formed;
- optionally, introducing further openings at the

area where the slide-in pocket (4) is to be
formed;
- arranging the piece of flexible sheet laminate
(6) with another piece of flexible sheet material
such that the front wall (32) and the back wall
(31) of the pouch (1) are located opposite to each
other; and
- sealing side portions of the front and back wall
(31, 32) of the pouch (1) to form a first pocket (3).

22. Method of claim 20 or claim 21, wherein the openings
of the slide-in pocket (4) are introduced into the flex-
ible sheet laminate (6) by physical cutting means like
e.g. blade- or knife based cutting, liquid- or sandjet
based cutting or laser based cutting.
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