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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an electric
toothbrush.
[0002] In the prior art, various types of electric tooth-
brushes (e.g., patent document 1) have been proposed
in which the toothbrush rotates an eccentric weight with
a motor to generate oscillation and transmit the oscillation
to the toothbrush bristles so as to improve the plaque
removal performance (teeth brushing performance).
[0003] Over these recent years, people have become
conscious of oral hygiene and thus have started to brush
their teeth when at work or while traveling. As a result,
electric toothbrushes having superior brushing functions
are more frequently used when people brush their teeth
at work, while traveling, or the like.
[0004] Patent Document 1: Japanese Laid-Open Pat-
ent Publication No. 9-168554
[0005] JP64-4222U discloses an electric toothbrush
comprising a toothbrush head, an oscillation generator
formed by a motor ncluding an eccentric weight, a main
body case, attached in a removable manner to the tooth-
brush head and accommodating the oscillation genera-
tor, wherein the toothbrush head is attached to a brush
attachment shaft tube at a distal end of the main body
case, wherein the oscillation generator is arranged in the
brush attachment shaft tube, and wherein the motor is
arranged in the brush attachment shaft tube, and wherein
the brush attachment shaft tube is only partially arranged
in the toothbrush head when the brush head is attached
to the main body case.
[0006] An electric toothbrush requires an oscillation
generator, which is formed by a motor including an ec-
centric weight, a battery, which drives the oscillation gen-
erator, and the like.
[0007] This enlarges the toothbrush making the tooth-
brush bulky and inconvenient when carried in a bag, a
pouch, or a pocket.
[0008] Thus, there is a demand for a toothbrush that
is compact and has superior portability but does not lower
the teeth brushing performance.
[0009] The present invention relates to an electric
toothbrush according to claim 1. Claims 2 to 6 refer to
specifically advantageous realizations of the subject mat-
ter of claim 1.
[0010] The present invention solves the above prob-
lem. The object of the present invention is to provide an
electric toothbrush that is compact and has superior port-
ability and superior teeth brushing performance.
[0011] The means for achieving the above object will
now be described.
[0012] An electric toothbrush of the present invention
is provided with a toothbrush head, an oscillation gener-
ator formed by a motor including an eccentric weight, and
a main body case attached in a removable manner to the
toothbrush head and accommodating the oscillation gen-
erator. The toothbrush head is attached to a brush at-
tachment shaft tube at a distal end of the main body case,

and the oscillation generator is arranged in the brush
attachment shaft tube.
[0013] In the electric toothbrush, preferably, the brush
attachment shaft tube is arranged biased toward a rear
surface side of the main body case.
[0014] The electric toothbrush, preferably, further in-
cludes a cap fitted onto the main body case to accom-
modate the toothbrush head that is attached to the brush
attachment shaft tube.
[0015] In the electric toothbrush, preferably, the main
body case includes an outer case, which includes the
brush attachment shaft tube, and an inner case, which
includes a motor accommodation portion that accommo-
dates the motor at one end and a battery accommodation
portion that accommodates a battery for driving the motor
at another end. The inner case is accommodated in the
outer case so that the motor accommodation portion is
press-fitted into the brush attachment shaft tube of the
outer case.
[0016] The electric toothbrush, preferably, further in-
cludes a seal ring arranged between the outer case and
the inner case of the main body case.
[0017] In the electric toothbrush, preferably, the brush
attachment shaft tube is entirely arranged in the tooth-
brush head when the toothbrush head is attached to the
main body case.
[0018] The present invention provides an electric
toothbrush that is compact and has superior portability
and superior teeth brushing performance.

Fig. 1 is a side view of an electric toothbrush in a first
embodiment;
Fig. 2 is a side view showing the electric toothbrush
from which a toothbrush head is removed;
Fig. 3 is a side view showing the electric toothbrush
to which a cap is attached;
Fig. 4 is a front view showing the electric toothbrush
to which the cap is attached;
Fig. 5 is a cross-sectional side view showing the elec-
tric toothbrush;
Fig. 6 is an enlarged cross-sectional side view show-
ing part of the electric toothbrush;
Fig. 7 is an enlarged cross-sectional side view show-
ing part of the electric toothbrush; and
Fig. 8 is a cross-sectional side view showing an elec-
tric toothbrush in a further example.

[0019] A first embodiment of the present invention will
now be described with reference to the drawings.
[0020] In the drawings, arrows L1, L2, T1, and T2 re-
spectively indicate a distal direction L1, a basal direction
L2, a frontward direction T1, and a rearward direction T2.
[0021] Referring to Fig. 1, an electric toothbrush 1 in-
cludes a main body case 2, a grip case 4, which is fitted
to a basal side of the main body case 2, a toothbrush
head 5, which is fitted to a distal side of the main body
case 2, and a cap 6, which is fitted to the main body case
2 attached with the toothbrush head 5 as shown in Fig. 3.
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[0022] Referring to Figs. 5 and 6, the main body case
2 includes an outer case 10 and an inner case 20. The
outer case 10 accommodates the inner case 20, and the
inner case 20 accommodates electric components that
apply oscillation to the toothbrush head 5.
[0023] With reference to Figs. 5 and 6, the terms relat-
ed to the electric toothbrush 1 will now be defined:

(A) A cross-sectional plane that includes a rotation
shaft MC of a motor M and brush bristles 52 of the
toothbrush head 5 and is parallel to the rotation shaft
MC of the motor M defines a cross-sectional side
plane;
(B) In the cross-sectional side plane, the side of a
center axis C3 of the grip case 4 including a distal
end portion of the brush bristles 52 of the toothbrush
head 5 is defined as a front side. In the cross-sec-
tional side plane, the side of the center axis C3 of
the grip case 4 opposite to the front side defines a
rear side;
(C) In a direction extending along the center axis C3
of the grip case 4, a portion of the outer case 10
located between the toothbrush head 5 and the grip
case 4 is defined as a case intermediate portion 16.
Further, in the cross-sectional side plane, walls at
the front side of the outer case 10, the inner case
20, and the toothbrush head 5 are respectively de-
fined as front walls 10d, 20d, and 5d. In the cross-
sectional side plane, walls at the rear side of the outer
case 10, the inner case 20, and the toothbrush head
5 are respectively defined as rear walls 10c, 20c,
and 5c;
(D) In the cross-sectional side plane, an outer sur-
face of the front wall 5d in the toothbrush head 5 is
defined as a front surface 51 b. Further, an outer
surface of the rear wall 5c in the toothbrush head 5
is defined as a rear surface 51a; and
(E) Among the end portions of the toothbrush head
5, the side of the brush bristles 52 is defined as a
distal end portion. Further, among the end portions
of the toothbrush head 5, the end portion opposite
to the distal end portion is defined as a basal end
portion.

[0024] As shown in Figs. 5 and 6, the outer case 10 is
a case having the form of a bottomed tetragonal tube that
is chamfered and formed from ABS resin. Part of the
distal side of the outer case 10 is narrowed to form a
brush attachment shaft tube 11. The brush attachment
shaft tube 11, which has the form of a bottomed tetrago-
nal tube, includes a distal end portion closed by a top
wall 11a. The brush attachment shaft tube 11 is hollow
and defines, for example, a tubular void S1 (refer to Fig.
6). The void S1 is in communication with a void S2 (refer
to Fig. 6), which has the form of a tetragonal tube, in the
outer case 10. As shown in Fig. 2, the center axis C1 of
the brush attachment shaft tube 11 is biased toward the
rear surface 10a of the outer case from the center axis

C2 of the outer case 10.
[0025] The brush attachment shaft tube 11 is fitted into
the toothbrush head 5 from an open basal end of the
toothbrush head 5. In the case intermediate portion 16,
the end portion at the side of the toothbrush head 5 is
arranged continuously with the brush attachment shaft
tube 11. The front wall 10d of the case intermediate por-
tion 16 is arranged in front of the front wall 10d of the
brush attachment shaft tube 11. This forms a step at the
boundary between the case intermediate portion 16 and
the brush attachment shaft tube 11. The toothbrush head
5 is attached to the main body case 2 so that an end face
53 of the basal end portion of the toothbrush head 5 faces
toward an end face of the step.
[0026] In the cross-sectional side plane, the front wall
20d of the inner case 20 is arranged at the front side of
the motor M. The front wall 10d of the outer case 10 is
arranged at the front side of the front wall 20d of the inner
case 20. The front wall 5d of the toothbrush head 5 is
arranged at the front side of the front wall 10d.
[0027] A through hole 12 extends through the front sur-
face 10b of the outer case 10. The through hole 12 is
closed by an elastic switch member 13. The switch mem-
ber 13 is formed by an elastomer resin and welded to the
rim of the through hole 12. A user can push the switch
member 13 into the void S2.
[0028] The voids S1 and S2 of the outer case 10 ac-
commodate the inner case 20. The inner case 20 includes
a trunk 21, which has the form of a chamfered tetragonal
tube at a generally central position. The trunk 21 has a
profile having the same shape as the inner circumferen-
tial surface of the outer case 10. About one half of the
trunk 21 at the distal side is arranged in the void S2 of
the outer case 10.
[0029] The trunk 21 includes a basal end portion de-
fining a battery accommodation portion 22 formed by cut-
ting out one half of a bottomed tubular body and opening
the rear side. When about one half of the trunk 21 at the
distal side is arranged in the void S2 of the outer case
10, the battery accommodation portion 22 is not accom-
modated in the outer case 10 and is exposed in the basal
direction L2 from the outer case 10. A positive electrode
terminal fitting 23 and a negative electrode terminal
spring 24, which extends from the trunk 21, are arranged
in the battery accommodation portion 22. A battery B, for
example an AAA battery, is accommodated and held in
the battery accommodation portion 22 in a state electri-
cally connected to the positive electrode terminal fitting
23 and the negative electrode terminal spring 24.
[0030] The distal side of the trunk 21 defines a sub-
strate fastening portion 25. The substrate fastening por-
tion 25 is arranged at a location where it faces the switch
member 13, which is arranged in the outer case 10, when
about half of the trunk 21 at the distal side is arranged in
the void S2 of the outer case 10. A printed wiring substrate
26 is fixed to the substrate fastening portion 25. A switch
SW, which is electrically connected to the positive elec-
trode terminal fitting 23 and the negative electrode ter-
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minal spring 24, is mounted on the printed wiring sub-
strate 26. The printed wiring substrate 26 is positioned
to face the switch member 13, which is arranged in the
outer case 10. Accordingly, when the switch member 13
is pushed with a finger, the switch SW is turned on and
off by the pushed switch member 13.
[0031] The distal side of the substrate fastening portion
25 includes a motor accommodation portion 27, which is
formed by cutting out one half of a bottomed tubular body
and opening the rear side. When the trunk 21 is arranged
in the void S2 of the outer case 10 of the trunk 21, the
motor accommodation portion 27 is arranged in the void
S1 of the brush attachment shaft tube 11. When the motor
accommodation portion 27 is arranged in the void S1 of
the brush attachment shaft tube 11, the outer circumfer-
ential surface of the motor accommodation portion 27
comes into close contact with the inner circumferential
surface of the brush attachment shaft tube 11.
[0032] As shown in Figs. 5 and 6, the motor accom-
modation portion 27 accommodates a motor M. When
the motor accommodation portion 27 is arranged in the
void S1 of the brush attachment shaft tube 11, the outer
circumferential surface of the motor M, which is exposed
from the motor accommodation portion 27, comes into
contact with the inner circumferential surface of the brush
attachment shaft tube 11 through a spacer 28, which
serves as a transmission member. The rotation shaft MC
of the motor M is arranged toward the rear from the center
axis C2 of the grip case 4. Further, the rotation shaft MC
projects into the void S1 from the distal surface of the
motor accommodation portion 27. An eccentric weight
29 is fixed to a projecting portion of the rotation shaft MC.
[0033] The front outer surface of the motor M directly
contacts the front wall 20d of the inner case 20.
[0034] As shown in Figs. 5 and 6, the spacer 28 is
arranged between the rear outer surface of the motor M
and the rear wall 20c of the inner case 20. The spacer
28 directly contacts both of the rear wall 10c of the outer
case 10 and the motor M.
[0035] In the cross-sectional side plane, the front wall
20d of the inner case 20 is arranged at the front side of
the motor M. The front wall 10d of the outer case 10 is
arranged at the front side of the front wall 20d of the inner
case 20. The front wall 5d of the toothbrush head 5 is
arranged at the front side of the front wall 10d of the outer
case 10. The spacer 28 is arranged at the rear side of
the motor M. The rear wall 10c of the outer case 10 is
arranged at the rear side of the spacer 28. The rear wall
5c of the toothbrush head 5 is arranged at the rear side
of the outer case 10.
[0036] The switch SW is arranged on the front wall 20d
of the inner case 20. In the inner case 20, the switch SW
is arranged, relative to the center axis C3 of the grip case
4, at a portion located on the opposite side of the portion
where the spacer 28 is arranged.
[0037] When the switch SW mounted on the printed
wiring substrate 26 is turned on, the motor M receives
voltage from the battery B and produces rotation. When

the motor M produces rotation, the eccentric weight 29,
which is fixed to the rotation shaft MC, rotates eccentri-
cally about the rotation shaft MC. The eccentric rotation
swings the rotation shaft MC and oscillates the motor M,
which is accommodated and held in the motor accom-
modation portion 27. The oscillation of the motor M is
transmitted through the motor accommodation portion
27 to the brush attachment shaft tube 11, which is in close
contact with the motor accommodation portion 27.
[0038] One half of the outer circumferential surface of
the trunk 21 of the inner case 20 at the distal side, which
is arranged in the outer case 10, has a smaller diameter
than the other half at the basal side, which is not arranged
in the outer case 10. Thus, when the motor accommo-
dation portion 27 of the inner case 20 is arranged in the
void S1 in the distal half of the outer case 10 and the
substrate fastening portion 25 of the inner case 20 is
arranged in the void S2, the outer circumferential surface
of the basal half of the trunk 21 engages the inner cir-
cumferential surface of the outer case 10. This restricts
further movement of the inner case 20. Thus, the inner
case 20 is arranged so that the distal half of the trunk 21
is arranged in the outer case 10, and the basal half of
the trunk 21 and the battery accommodation portion 22
is exposed from the outer case 10.
[0039] A distal annular groove 30 is formed in the outer
circumferential surface of the distal half of the trunk 21.
A seal ring R1, which serves as a second elastic member,
is fitted in the distal annular groove 30. The seal ring R1,
which is formed by a rubber O-ring, includes an outer
portion that projects from the outer circumferential sur-
face of the trunk 21 in a state fitted to the distal annular
groove 30. Accordingly, when the inner case 20 (trunk
21) is arranged in the outer case 10, the seal ring R1 of
the distal annular groove 30 is elastically deformed by
the inner circumferential surface of the outer case 10 so
that the space between the inner case 20 (trunk 21) and
the outer case 10 is watertight and elastically supported.
[0040] As shown in Figs. 5 and 6, an open end face
15, which serves as an end face of the basal end portion
of the outer case 10, and an open end face 41 of the
distal end portion of the grip case 4, face each other. A
basal annular groove 31 is formed in the circumferential
surface of the basal half of the trunk 21, and an elastic
ring R2, which serves as an elastic member, is fitted in
the basal annular groove 31. The elastic ring R2 is a ring
made of an elastic synthetic resin. The present embod-
iment employs a rubber O-ring used as a seal member.
The elastic ring R2 includes an outer portion that projects
from the outer circumferential surface of the trunk 21 in
a state fitted to the basal annular groove 31.
[0041] The main body case 2, which is formed in this
manner, is attached to the grip case 4 at the basal side
and attached to the toothbrush head 5 at the distal side.
[0042] The grip case 4 is a case having the form of a
chamfered bottomed tetragonal tube that is formed from
ABS resin. The battery accommodation portion 22 of the
inner case 20 in the main body case 2 is arranged inside
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the grip case 4 from a distal opening. The shape of the
inner circumferential surface of the distal opening of the
grip case 4 conforms to the shape of the outer circum-
ferential surface of the basal half of the trunk 21 so that
the basal half of the trunk 21 can be arranged in the grip
case.
[0043] Here, the outer case 10 is not arranged in the
grip case 4, and the open end face 15 of the outer case
10 contacts the open end face 41 of the grip case 4. The
grip case 4 has a larger outer diameter than the outer
case 10. Accordingly, when joining the open end face 15
of the outer case 10 and the open end face 41 of the grip
case 4, the outer circumferential surface of the grip case
4 projects outward from the outer circumferential surface
of the outer case 10. The open end face 41 of the grip
case 4 exposed to the outer side defines a step surface
41a.
[0044] As shown in Figs. 5 and 6, the elastic ring R2
is arranged between the inner circumferential surface of
the distal end portion of the grip case 4 and the outer
surface of the inner case 20. When the inner case 20
(trunk 21) is arranged in the grip case 4, the elastic ring
R2 of the basal annular groove 31 is elastically deformed
at the inner surface of the distal opening of the grip case
4 so that the space between the inner case 20 (trunk 21)
and the grip case 4 is watertight and elastically supported.
The attachment of the main body case 2 to the grip case
4 forms a grip of the electric toothbrush 1 with the grip
case 4 and hermetically accommodates the battery B,
which is accommodated and held in the battery accom-
modation portion 22, with the grip case 4.
[0045] When a length of a portion in the front wall 20d
of the inner case 20 that directly faces the grip case 4 is
represented by length P and a length of a portion in the
rear wall of the inner case 20 that directly faces the grip
case 4 is represented by length Q, length Q is less than
length P.
[0046] The toothbrush head 5, which is attached to the
distal side of the main body case 2, includes a holding
part 51. The brush bristles 52 are embedded in the distal
end portion of the holding part 51. The basal end of the
holding part 51 has a profile having the same shape as
the profile of the outer case 10. The basal end face 53
of the holding part 51 includes a fitting hole 54. The brush
attachment shaft tube 11, which is formed on the outer
case 10, is press-fitted in a removable manner to the
fitting hole 54. When the brush attachment shaft tube 11
is press-fitted, the inner circumferential surface of the
fitting hole 54 comes into close contact with the outer
circumferential surface of the brush attachment shaft
tube 11. Accordingly, the oscillation of the motor M, which
is transmitted to the brush attachment shaft tube 11
through the motor accommodation portion 27, is trans-
mitted to the brush bristles 52 at the distal end portion
through the holding part 51 of the toothbrush head 5.
[0047] The holding part 51 is formed to narrow from
the basal end toward the distal end portion. More specif-
ically, the holding part 51 is formed so that the front sur-

face 51b approaches the rear surface 51 a, and the left
and right surfaces approach each other. That is, the distal
end portion of the holding part 51 is arranged so that the
distal rear surface 51a is located rearward from the center
axis C1 of the brush attachment shaft tube 11 and front-
ward from the rear surface 10a of the outer case 10 and
so that the tips of the embedded brush bristles 52 do not
extend outward from the front surface 10b of the outer
case 10. Further, the front surface 51b of the holding part
51 is arranged rearward closer to the rear surface 51a
so that the distal end portion of the holding part 51 is
arranged at a rearward position. Since the front surface
of the holding part 51 does not extend outward, when
brushing teeth, the teeth do not hit such an outwardly
extending portion that would make brushing difficult.
[0048] In the cross-sectional plane, the front walls 10d
and 20d have thickness X1, the front wall 5d of the tooth-
brush head 5 has thickness Y1, the rear walls 10c and
20c of the main body case 2 have thickness X2, and the
rear wall 5c of the toothbrush head 5 has thickness Y2.
[0049] As shown in Fig. 7, in the end face 53 of the
basal end of the toothbrush head 5 and a plane parallel
to and including the end face 53, a thickness obtained
by adding the thickness X1 and the thickness Y1 is great-
er than a thickness obtained by adding the thickness X2
and the thickness Y2.
[0050] In the toothbrush head 5, when a length of the
front surface 51b from the basal end portion to the distal
end portion is represented by length V, and a length of
the rear surface 51a from the basal end portion to the
distal end portion is represented by length W, the length
W of the rear surface 51a is less than the length V of the
front surface 51 b. Further, the front wall 5d of the tooth-
brush head 5 includes a hollow portion 55 at a location
corresponding to the motor M.
[0051] The motor M, which is an oscillation source, is
accommodated in the brush attachment shaft tube 11,
and the brush attachment shaft tube 11 is press-fitted to
the holding part 51 of the toothbrush head 5. Thus, the
distal end of the holding part 51 can be arranged closer
to (near) the main body case 2 for a length corresponding
to the brush attachment shaft tube 11 (overlapped
amount of the brush attachment shaft tube 11 and the
holding part 51). As a result, the entire length of the elec-
tric toothbrush 1 can be shortened so that the electric
toothbrush 1 has superior portability and can easily be
held in a pouch or a pocket. It is preferable that the entire
brush attachment shaft tube 11 be arranged in the tooth-
brush head 5 like in the illustrated example.
[0052] As shown in Figs. 5 and 6, the toothbrush head
5 attached to the main body case 2 is accommodated in
the cap 6. The cap 6, which is a case having the form of
a chamfered bottomed tetragonal tube that is formed
from ABS resin, can be attached in a removable manner
to the main body case 2. When the cap 6 is attached to
the main body case 2, the outer circumference of the
basal end portion of the toothbrush head 5 is covered by
the cap 6.
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[0053] The toothbrush head 5 and the main body case
2 are fitted into the basal opening of the cap 6 and ar-
ranged in the cap 6. The inner circumferential surface in
the basal opening of the cap 6 has the same shape as
the outer circumferential surface of the main body case
2. When the cap 6 is attached to the main body case 2,
the basal side of the cap 6 comes into contact with the
open end face 41 (step surface 41a) of the grip case 4.
This restricts further movement of the main body case 2.
[0054] The cap 6 has a profile having the same shape
as the profile of the grip case 4. When the cap 6 is at-
tached to the main body case 2, as shown in Figs. 3 and
4, the outer circumferential surface of the cap 6 is flush
with the outer circumferential surface of the grip case 4,
and the boundary of the cap 6 and the grip case 4 is
unnoticeable. That is, the outer circumferential surface
of the cap 6 at the side of a basal end face 61 and the
outer circumferential surface at the side of the open end
face 41 form a continuous surface in a state in which the
cap 6 is fitted to the main body case 2. As a result, the
outer circumferential surface of the electric toothbrush 1
is smooth. Thus, when the electric toothbrush 1 is ac-
commodated in a pouch or a pocket, the electric tooth-
brush 1 does not get hooked to the surrounding, and the
cap 6 does not fall off.
[0055] Further, when the cap 6 is attached to the main
body case 2, the switch member 13 arranged on the main
body case 2 is arranged in the cap 6. Thus, when the
electric toothbrush 1 is accommodated in a pouch or a
pocket, the switch member 13 is not erroneously turned
on. The advantages of the electric toothbrush 1 will now
be described.

(1) In the present embodiment, the tubular brush at-
tachment shaft tube 11, which is attached in a re-
movable manner to the toothbrush head 5 (holding
part 51), is arranged on the distal end of the main
body case 2, and the motor M, which is attached to
the eccentric weight 29 and generates oscillation, is
arranged in the brush attachment shaft tube 11. Ac-
cordingly, the distal end of the toothbrush head 5
can be arranged closer to the main body case 2 by
an amount corresponding to the length of the brush
attachment shaft tube 11. As a result, the electric
toothbrush 1 can be shortened in length and has
superior portability in which it can easily be put into
a pouch or a pocket.
(2) In the present embodiment, the toothbrush head
5 (holding part 51) is attached to the brush attach-
ment shaft tube 11, which is arranged in the motor
M to which the eccentric weight 29 that generates
oscillation is attached. Accordingly, the brush bris-
tles 52 embedded in the distal end portion of the
toothbrush head 5 can be arranged closer to the mo-
tor M. This suppresses attenuation of the oscillation
of the motor M, and the oscillation is efficiently trans-
mitted to the brush bristles 52. This improves the
teeth brushing performance.

(3) In the present embodiment, the motor M, which
generates oscillation and is arranged in the brush
attachment shaft tube 11, is located at a position that
is far from the grip case 4, which is held and fixed
by a hand. This allows the movement of the distal
end portion of the toothbrush head 5 to be enlarged
and further improves the teeth brushing perform-
ance.
(4) In the present embodiment, the brush attachment
shaft tube 11 is biased toward the rear surface 10a
of the main body case 2, and the front surface of the
basal end portion of the holding part 51 holding the
brush bristles 52 is arranged rearward toward the
rear surface 51a. Further, the holding part 51 of the
toothbrush head 5 is narrowed from the basal end
toward the distal end portion. In addition, the front
surface of the holding part 51 is formed closer to the
rear surface 51a. As a result, since the front surface
of the holding part 51 does not extend outward, when
brushing teeth, the teeth do not hit such an outwardly
extending portion that would make brushing difficult.
(5) In the present embodiment, the main body case
2 is formed by the outer case 10, which includes the
brush attachment shaft tube 11, and the inner case
20, which includes the motor accommodation portion
27 that accommodates the motor M at one end and
the battery accommodation portion 22 that accom-
modates the battery B at the other end. Accordingly,
just by accommodating the inner case 20 in the outer
case 10, the motor accommodation portion 27 can
be press-fitted into the brush attachment shaft tube
11 of the outer case 10, and the coupling of the motor
M to the brush attachment shaft tube 11 is facilitated.
(6) In the present embodiment, the elastic ring R2 is
arranged between the main body case 2, or the trunk
21 of the inner case 20, and the grip case 4. When
the inner case 20 (trunk 21) is arranged in the grip
case 4, the elastic ring R2 is elastically deformed by
the inner surface of the distal opening of the grip
case 4 so that the space between the inner case 20
and the grip case 4 is watertight and elastically sup-
ported.

[0056] Accordingly, the elastic ring R2 suppresses the
transmission of the oscillation of the motor M, which is
accommodated in the motor accommodation portion 27
of the inner case 20, to the grip case 4, and the oscillation
is transmitted in a concentrated manner at the side of the
toothbrush head 5. As a result, the brushing performance
is further improved, the oscillation transmitted to the hand
holding the grip case 4 is decreased, and the teeth are
brushed with comfort.
[0057] Moreover, the elastic ring R2 has a sealing per-
formance. Thus, when washed with water, water can be
prevented from entering the main body case 2 through
between the grip case 4 and the inner case 20.

(7) In the present embodiment, the seal ring R1 is

9 10 



EP 2 517 668 B1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

arranged between the outer case 10 of the main body
case 2 and the trunk 21 of the inner case 20. When
washing the electric toothbrush 1 with water, water
can be prevented from entering the main body case
2 through between the outer case 10 and the inner
case 20.

[0058] Moreover, the transmission of oscillation of the
motor M, which is accommodated in the motor accom-
modation portion 27 of the inner case 20, by the seal ring
R1 to the outer case 10 is suppressed and transmitted
in a concentrated manner at the side of the toothbrush
head 5. As a result, the teeth brushing performance can
be further improved, the oscillation transmitted to the
hand holding the outer case 10 is decreased, and the
teeth are brushed with comfort.

(8) In the present embodiment, the toothbrush head
5 attached to the main body case 2 is accommodated
in the cap 6 when not in use. When carrying the elec-
tric toothbrush 1, the toothbrush head 5 (brush bris-
tles 52) does not touch the surrounding. This main-
tains a hygiene state without the toothbrush head 5
becoming unclean or a pouch, pocket, or the like
from becoming unclean. Further, the brush bristles
52 can be protected without being deformed, and a
high rubbing performance can be maintained. Fur-
ther, the switch member 13 is not erroneously oper-
ated by the surrounding.

[0059] Moreover, when attached to the main body case
2, the profile of the cap 6 is such that the outer circum-
ferential surface of the electric toothbrush 1 is flush with
the outer circumferential surface of the grip case 4. As a
result, the outer circumferential surface of the electric
toothbrush 1 is smooth. Thus, when accommodated in a
pouch or a pocket, the electric toothbrush 1 does not get
hooked to the surrounding, and the cap 6 does not fall off.
[0060] The above embodiment may be modified as de-
scribed below.
[0061] In the above embodiment, the main body case
2 is formed by two members, the outer case 10 and the
inner case 20. However, the outer case 10 and the inner
case 20 may be formed integrally to obtain the main body
case 2. This reduces the number of components and
allows for the seal ring R1 to be omitted.
[0062] In the above embodiment, the elastic ring R2 is
arranged between the trunk 21 of the inner case 20 and
the grip case 4. Instead of a ring, elastic members may
be arranged at predetermined intervals in the circumfer-
ential direction.
[0063] In the above embodiment, an O-ring that is elas-
tic and has a sealing performance with respect to water
is used as the elastic ring R2, which is arranged between
the trunk 21 of the inner case 20 and the grip case 4.
Instead, an elastic member that is just elastic and does
not have a sealing performance with respect to water
may be used.

[0064] In the above embodiment, the elastic ring R2 is
arranged between the grip case 4 and the inner case 20
of the main body case 2. As shown in Fig. 8, the basal
end portion in the outer case 10 of the main body case
2 may be inserted into the grip case 4, and an elastic ring
R3 corresponding to the elastic ring R2 may be arranged
between the grip case 4 and the outer case 10.

REFERENCE CHARACTERS

[0065] 1: electric brush, 2: main body case, 5: tooth-
brush head, 6: cap, 10: outer case, 10a: rear surface, 11:
brush attachment shaft tube, 20: inner case, 22: battery
accommodation portion, 27: motor accommodation por-
tion, B: battery, M: motor, R1: seal ring.

Claims

1. An electric toothbrush (1) comprising:

a toothbrush head (5);
an oscillation generator formed by a motor (M)
including an eccentric weight (29); and
a main body case (2) attached in a removable
manner to the toothbrush head (5) and accom-
modating the oscillation generator ;

wherein the toothbrush head (5) is attached to a
brush attachment shaft tube (11) at a distal end of
the main body case (2),
the oscillation generator is arranged in the brush at-
tachment shaft tube (11), wherein the motor (M) is
arranged in the brush attachment shaft tube (11),
characterized in that the brush attachment shaft
tube (11) is entirely arranged in the toothbrush head
(5) when the toothbrush head (5) is attached to the
main body case (2).

2. The electric toothbrush (1) according to claim 1,
wherein the brush attachment shaft tube (11) is ar-
ranged biased toward a rear surface side (10a) of
the main body case (2).

3. The electric toothbrush (1) according to claim 1 or
2, further comprising a cap (6) fitted onto the main
body case (2) to accommodate the toothbrush head
(5) that is attached to the brush attachment shaft
tube (11).

4. The electric toothbrush (1) according to any one of
claims 1 to 3,
wherein the main body case (2) includes an outer
case (10) and an inner case (20),
the outer case (10) includes the brush attachment
shaft tube (11),
the inner case (20) includes a motor accommodation
portion (27) that accommodates the motor (M) at one
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end and a battery accommodation portion (22) that
accommodates a battery (B) for driving the motor
(M) at another end, and
the inner case (20) is accommodated in the outer
case (10) so that the motor accommodation portion
(27) is press-fitted into the brush attachment shaft
tube (11) of the outer case (10).

5. The electric toothbrush (1) according to claim 4, fur-
ther comprising a seal ring (Rl) arranged between
the outer case (10) and the inner case (20) of the
main body case (2).

Patentansprüche

1. Elektrische Zahnbürste (1), Folgendes umfassend:

einen Zahnbürstenkopf (5);
einen Schwingungsgenerator, welcher von ei-
nem Motor (M) gebildet wird, welcher eine ex-
zentrische Masse (29) umfasst; und
ein Hauptgehäuse (2), welches in einer ab-
nehmbaren Weise an dem Zahnbürstenkopf (5)
befestigt ist und den Schwingungsgenerator
aufnimmt;

wobei der Zahnbürstenkopf (5) an einem Bürsten-
antriebsstift-Ansatzrohr (11) an einem distalen Ende
des Hauptgehäuses (2) befestigt ist,
der Schwingungsgenerator in dem Bürstenantriebs-
stift-Ansatzrohr (11) angeordnet ist, wobei
der Motor (M) in dem Bürstenantriebsstift-Ansatz-
rohr (11) angeordnet ist, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass
das Bürstenantriebsstift-Ansatzrohr (11) vollständig
in dem Zahnbürstenkopf (5) angeordnet ist, wenn
der Zahnbürstenkopf (5) an dem Hauptgehäuse (2)
befestigt ist.

2. Elektrische Zahnbürste (1) nach Anspruch 1, wobei
das Bürstenantriebsstift-Ansatzrohr (11) in Richtung
auf eine Rückseitenfläche (10a) des Hauptgehäuses
(2) vorgespannt angeordnet ist.

3. Elektrische Zahnbürste (1) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2,
weiterhin umfassend eine Kappe (6), welche auf
dem Hauptgehäuse (2) angepasst ist, um den Zahn-
bürstenkopf (5) aufzunehmen, welcher an dem Bürs-
tenantriebsstift-Ansatzrohr (11) befestigt ist.

4. Elektrische Zahnbürste (1) nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1 bis 3, wobei das Hauptgehäuse (2) ein äußeres
Gehäuse (10) und ein inneres Gehäuse (20) um-
fasst,
das äußere Gehäuse (10) das Bürstenantriebsstift-
Ansatzrohr (11) umfasst,
das innere Gehäuse (20) einen Motoraufnahmeab-

schnitt (27), welcher den Motor (M) aufnimmt, an ei-
nem Ende und einen Batterieaufnahmeabschnitt
(22), welcher eine Batterie (B) zum Antreiben des
Motors (M) aufnimmt, an einem anderen Ende um-
fasst, und
das innere Gehäuse (20) in dem äußeren Gehäuse
(10) aufgenommen ist, so dass der Motoraufnahme-
abschnitt (27) durch Presspassung in das Bürsten-
antriebsstift-Ansatzrohr (11) des äußeren Gehäuses
(10) eingesetzt ist.

5. Elektrische Zahnbürste (1) nach Anspruch 4, weiter-
hin umfassend einen Dichtungsring (R1), welcher
zwischen dem äußeren Gehäuse (10) und dem in-
neren Gehäuse (20) des Hauptgehäuses (2) ange-
ordnet ist.

Revendications

1. Brosse à dents électrique (1) qui comprend :

une tête de brosse à dents (5) ;
un générateur d’oscillations formé par un mo-
teur (M) qui comprend un poids excentrique
(29) ; et
un boîtier de corps principal (2) reliée de maniè-
re amovible à la tête de brosse à dents (5) et qui
contient le générateur d’oscillations ;

dans laquelle la tête de brosse à dents (5) est reliée
à un tube d’axe de fixation de brosse (11) au niveau
d’une extrémité distale du boîtier de corps principal
(2),
le générateur d’oscillations est prévu dans le tube
d’axe de fixation de brosse (11), dans laquelle
le moteur (M) est placé dans le tube d’axe de fixation
de brosse (11), caractérisée en ce que
le tube d’axe de fixation de brosse (11) est entière-
ment placé dans la tête de brosse à dents (5) lorsque
la tête de brosse à dents (5) est reliée au boîtier de
corps principal (2).

2. Brosse à dents électrique (1) selon la revendication
1, dans laquelle le tube d’axe de fixation de brosse
(11) est placé en étant incliné vers une surface ar-
rière (10a) du boîtier de corps principal (2).

3. Brosse à dents électrique (1) selon la revendication
1 ou 2, qui comprend en outre un capuchon (6) placé
sur le boîtier de corps principal (2) afin de contenir
la tête de brosse à dents (5) qui est reliée au tube
d’axe de fixation de brosse (11).

4. Brosse à dents électrique (1) selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 3, dans laquelle le boîtier de
corps principal (2) comprend un boîtier externe (10)
et boîtier interne (20),
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le boîtier externe (10) comprend le tube d’axe de
fixation de brosse (11),
le boîtier interne (20) comprend une partie de loge-
ment de moteur (27) qui contient le moteur (M) à une
extrémité, et une partie de logement de batterie (22)
qui contient une batterie (B) destinée à entraîner le
moteur (M) à une autre extrémité, et
le boîtier interne (20) est placé dans le boîtier externe
(10) de sorte que la partie de logement de moteur
(27) soit placée par ajustement dans le tube d’axe
de fixation de brosse (11) du boîtier externe (10).

5. Brosse à dents électrique (1) selon la revendication
4, qui comprend en outre une bague d’étanchéité
(R1) placée entre le boîtier externe (10) et le boîtier
interne (20) du boîtier de corps principal (2).
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