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(54) CROP CONDITIONER HOOD WITH INTEGRATED SWATHBOARD

(57) A harvesting apparatus (20) includes a crop con-
ditioning element (54) and an associated hood (56) for
conditioning crop material. The hood (56) is moveably
mounted to a frame (38) of the harvesting apparatus (20),
at a position located above the crop conditioning element
(54). The hood (56) is moveably mounted to the frame
(38) for movement toward and away from the crop con-
ditioning element (54) to adjust a gap therebetween. A
swathboard (52) is attached to and moveable with the

hood (56). The swathboard (52) is moveable relative to
the hood (56) between a plurality of operating positions.
The swathboard (52) is operable to maintain its position
relative to the hood (56) during movement with the hood
(56) toward and away from the crop conditioning element
(54) to form a consistent swath while moving the hood
(56) relative to the crop conditioning element (54) to ad-
just the gap therebetween.
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Description

Field of the Disclosure

[0001] The present disclosure generally relates to a
harvesting apparatus for an agricultural machine, and
more particularly to a crop conditioning system for the
harvesting apparatus.

Background of the Disclosure

[0002] A harvesting apparatus is coupled to an agri-
cultural machine, and is used to cut and condition crop
material, such as but not limited to hay and forage. The
harvesting apparatus may be attached to a forward end
of the agricultural machine, such as a windrower, which
pushes the harvesting apparatus. In other embodiments,
the harvesting apparatus may be attached to a rearward
end of the agricultural machine, such as a tractor, which
pulls the harvesting apparatus.
[0003] The harvesting apparatus includes a crop con-
ditioning system that conditions the cut crop material. As
used herein, "crop conditioning" or "conditioned crop ma-
terial" includes processing the cut crop material to bend,
crimp, and/or crack open stem and stalk portions of the
cut crop material, and at least partially remove a wax
material from the cut crop material, for the purpose of
releasing moisture from the cut crop material and reduc-
ing dry-down time of the crop material. Once the crop
conditioning system has conditioned the cut crop mate-
rial, a swathboard at least partially forms the crop material
into a swath having a desired width and/or depth.

Summary of the Disclosure

[0004] According to an aspect of the present disclo-
sure, a harvesting apparatus for an agricultural machine
is provided. The harvesting apparatus includes a frame,
and a cutting mechanism that is coupled to the frame.
The cutting mechanism is operable to cut crop material.
The harvesting apparatus further includes a crop condi-
tioning system. The crop conditioning system includes a
crop conditioning element and an associated hood. The
crop conditioning element is coupled to the frame, and
is positioned relative to the frame at a location rearward
of the cutting mechanism. The crop conditioning element
receives the cut crop material from the cutting mecha-
nism. The crop conditioning element is operable to con-
dition the cut crop material. The hood is moveably mount-
ed to the frame, at a position located above the crop
conditioning element. The hood is moveably mounted to
the frame for movement toward and away from the crop
conditioning element to adjust a gap therebetween,
which affects an amount or degree of crop conditioning
between the hood and the crop conditioning element. A
swathboard is attached to and moveable with the hood.
The swathboard is positioned relative to the frame at a
location rearward of the hood, forms the cut crop material

from the crop conditioning system into a swath. The
swathboard is operable to maintain a operating position
relative to the hood during movement with the hood to-
ward and away from the crop conditioning element.
[0005] In one aspect of the disclosure, the swathboard
is rotatably attached to the hood for movement about a
swathboard axis. The swathboard moves about the
swathboard axis, between a plurality of operating posi-
tions relative to the hood. The swathboard is moveable
relative to the hood between the plurality of operating
positions to change a shape of the swath. When disposed
in each respective one of the plurality of operating posi-
tions, the swathboard is operable to maintain its position
relative to the hood during movement with the hood to-
ward and away from the crop conditioning element. Ac-
cordingly, regardless of which one of the plurality of op-
erating positions the swathboard is positioned in, the
swathboard maintains that operating position relative to
the hood during movement with the hood toward and
away from the crop conditioning element. As such, when
an operator positions the swathboard in a respective one
of the operating positions that provides a desired shape
for the swath, movement of the hood toward or away from
the crop conditioning element to change the gap there-
between does not change the relative position of the
swathboard, such that the shape of the swath remains
constant. In other words, because the relative position
between the hood and the swathboard remains constant
while moving the hood, the position of the hood may be
adjusted without affecting the shape of the swath.
[0006] In one aspect of the disclosure, an adjustment
mechanism is attached to and moveable with the hood.
The adjustment mechanism is coupled to the swath-
board, and is operable to rotate the swathboard relative
to the hood and about the swathboard axis between each
of the plurality of operating positions.
[0007] In one aspect of the disclosure, the adjustment
mechanism includes a handle that is rotatable about a
handle axis. A support bracket interconnects the hood
and the handle. The support bracket is fixedly attached
to the hood and rotatably supports the handle. A position
plate is attached to and moveable with the hood. The
position plate defines a plurality of notches, with the han-
dle engaged with a respective one of the plurality of
notches to position the swathboard in a respective one
of the plurality of operating positions.
[0008] In one aspect of the disclosure, the adjustment
mechanism includes a connecting link that extends be-
tween and interconnects the handle and the swathboard.
The connecting link is attached to the handle at an upper
connection location, which is radially offset from the han-
dle axis. The connecting link is attached to the swath-
board at a lower connection location, which is radially
offset from the swathboard axis. Because the upper con-
nection location is radially offset from the handle axis,
thereby forming an eccentric connection, rotation of the
handle generates linear movement of the connecting link.
Because the lower connection location is radially offset
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from the swathboard axis, thereby forming an eccentric
connection, linear movement of the connecting link gen-
erates rotation of the swathboard about the swathboard
axis, which moves the swathboard, relative to the hood,
between the plurality of operating positions.
[0009] In one aspect of the disclosure, an actuating
system interconnects the frame and the hood. The actu-
ating system is controllable to move the hood toward and
away from the crop conditioning element. In one exem-
plary embodiment, the actuating system includes a mul-
tiple linkage system having a plurality of links intercon-
nect the hood, the frame, and each other, for moving the
hood.
[0010] The above and other features will become ap-
parent from the following description and accompanying
drawings.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0011] The detailed description of the drawings refers
to the accompanying figures.

FIG. 1 is a schematic perspective view of a harvest-
ing apparatus.
FIG. 2 is a schematic side cross sectional view of
the harvesting apparatus showing a hood in a first
position relative to a crop conditioning element, and
a swathboard in a first operating position relative to
the hood.
FIG. 3 is a schematic side cross sectional view of
the harvesting apparatus showing the hood in a sec-
ond position relative to the crop conditioning ele-
ment, and the swathboard in the first operating po-
sition relative to the hood.
FIG. 4 is a schematic side cross sectional view of
the harvesting apparatus showing the hood in the
first position relative to the crop conditioning ele-
ment, and the swathboard in a second operating po-
sition relative to the hood.
FIG. 5 is a schematic side cross sectional view of
the harvesting apparatus showing the hood in the
second position relative to the crop conditioning el-
ement, and the swathboard in the second operating
position relative to the hood.
FIG. 6 is a schematic side view of an actuating sys-
tem of the harvesting apparatus.

Detailed Description of the Drawings

[0012] Those having ordinary skill in the art will recog-
nize that terms such as "above," "below," "upward,"
"downward," "top," "bottom," "right," "left," etc., are used
descriptively for the figures, and do not represent limita-
tions on the scope of the disclosure, as defined by the
appended claims.
[0013] Referring to the Figures, wherein like numerals
indicate corresponding parts throughout the several
views, a harvesting apparatus is generally shown at 20.

The exemplary embodiment of the harvesting apparatus
20 shown in the Figures is configured for mounting to a
forward end of an agricultural machine, such as a self-
propelled windrower. However, it should be appreciated
that the teachings of this disclosure may be applied to
other platforms, such as but not limited to, the harvesting
apparatus 20 being configured for connection to a con-
ventional tractor, i.e., the harvesting apparatus 20 being
a mower-conditioner drawn behind the tractor.
[0014] The harvesting apparatus 20 is operable to mow
and collect standing crop material in a field, condition the
cut crop material as it moves through the harvesting ap-
paratus 20 to improve is drying characteristics, and then
return the conditioned, cut crop material to the field in a
windrow or swath.
[0015] Referring to FIGS. 2-5, the harvesting appara-
tus 20 includes a frame 38. The frame 38 may include,
but is not limited to, the various members, panels, sup-
ports, braces, beams, etc., necessary to support the var-
ious components and systems of the harvesting appara-
tus 20 as described below. In one embodiment, the frame
38 may be attached to a forward end of the agricultural
machine. In other embodiments, the frame 38 may be
attached to the agricultural machine with a drawbar and
drawn behind the agricultural machine.
[0016] The harvesting apparatus 20 further includes a
cutting mechanism 40. The cutting mechanism 40 is cou-
pled to the frame 38, and is operable to cut standing crop
material in a field. The cutting mechanism 40 may include
any mechanism that is capable of cutting the crop mate-
rial. As shown in the Figures, the cutting mechanism 40
is embodied as a rotary disc cutter bar 42. However, the
cutting mechanism 40 is not limited to the exemplary em-
bodiment of the rotary disc cutter bar 42. As such, it
should be appreciated that the cutting mechanism 40
may vary from the exemplary embodiment shown in the
Figures and described herein.
[0017] The exemplary embodiment of the cutting
mechanism 40 includes a cutter bar 42 supported by the
frame 38. The cutter bar 42 extends along an axis that
is disposed generally transverse to a direction of travel
44 of the harvesting apparatus 20. The cutter bar 42 in-
cludes a plurality of cutting discs 46 spaced along the
cutter bar 42 for rotation about respective vertical axes.
Each of the cutting discs 46 is coupled to an upright drive
shaft to which power is coupled for causing them to rotate
in appropriate directions, for delivering cut crop material
to an auger 48 disposed rearward of the cutting mecha-
nism 40.
[0018] Referring to FIGS. 2-5, the auger 48 is rotatably
mounted to the frame 38, and passes in front of a crop
conditioning system 50. In particular, the auger 48 is po-
sitioned in front of and lower than the crop conditioning
system 50. The auger 48 includes a central cylindrical
drum 64 with a central portion and outer ends. The outer
ends of the auger 48 include flighting, and a plurality of
fins is attached to the central portion. In operation, the
design of the auger 48 enables the delivery of cut crop
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material into the crop conditioning system 50.
[0019] The cutting mechanism 40 delivers cut crop ma-
terial to the auger 48, which in turn delivers the cut crop
material rearward for further processing by the crop con-
ditioning system 50. The conditioned crop material is ex-
pelled rearward by the crop conditioning system 50, and
is formed into a windrow or swath by upright right and
left forming panels and a swathboard 52.
[0020] The crop conditioning system 50 includes a crop
conditioning element 54 and a hood 56 associated there-
with. The hood 56 is disposed above the crop condition-
ing element 54 to form a gap 58 therebetween. The crop
conditioning element 54 is coupled to the frame 38, and
is positioned relative to the frame 38 at a location rear-
ward of the cutting mechanism 40, relative to the direction
of travel 44 of the harvesting apparatus 20, for receiving
cut crop material from the cutting mechanism 40. As
shown in the exemplary embodiment, the crop condition-
ing element 54 is embodied as a crop conditioning im-
peller. However, it should be appreciated that the crop
conditioning element 54 may be embodied as some other
device, such as abut not limited to a crop conditioning
roll. The crop conditioning element 54 is rotatably driven
in a clockwise direction, as viewed on the page of FIGS.
2-5, about an impeller axis 60. In the exemplary embod-
iment shown in the Figures and described herein, the
crop conditioning element 54 (e.g., the impeller shown
in the Figures) may be formed as an elongated cylindrical
drum 64 having a plurality of tines 62 or arms coupled to
the drum 64 at a radial distance from the impeller axis
60. In the exemplary embodiment shown in the Figures
and described herein, each of the plurality of tines 62 is
disposed substantially tangentially with respect to the cy-
lindrical drum 64.
[0021] The crop conditioning element 54 may be cou-
pled to the harvesting apparatus 20 rearward and upward
relative to the auger 48. The crop conditioning element
54 is rotatably driven such that the cut crop material is
received from the auger 48, and directed around the crop
conditioning element 54, between the hood 56 and the
crop conditioning element 54, thereby conveying and/or
conditioning the crop. As noted above, the terms "crop
conditioning" or "conditioned crop material" include the
processing of cut crop material to bend, crimp, and/or
crack open stem and stalk portions of the cut crop ma-
terial, and at least partially remove a wax material from
the cut crop material, for the purpose of releasing mois-
ture from the cut crop material and reducing dry-down
time of the crop material.
[0022] As noted above, the hood 56 is disposed above
the crop conditioning element 54 to form the gap 58 be-
tween the hood 56 and the crop conditioning element 54.
The hood 56 is moveably mounted to the frame 38 above
the crop conditioning element 54 for movement relative
to the crop conditioning element 54. The hood 56 is move-
able toward and away from the crop conditioning element
54 for adjusting the gap 58 therebetween. As is under-
stood by those skilled in the art, adjusting the gap 58

changes the amount of crop conditioning and/or the vol-
ume of cut crop material that may be processed. For ex-
ample, increasing the gap 58 distance for a given volume
of cut crop material decreases the friction between hood
56 and the crop conditioning element 54, which decreas-
es the amount of crop conditioning. In contrast, decreas-
ing the gap 58 distance for a given volume of cut crop
material increases the friction between the hood 56 and
the crop conditioning element 54, which increases the
amount of crop conditioning. The gap 58 distance may
further be adjusted to maintain a given amount of crop
conditioning when the volume of cut material passing
through the crop conditioning system 50 changes. For
example, a higher volume of cut crop material may re-
quire that the gap 58 distance be increased to maintain
a desired amount of crop conditioning, whereas as lower
volume of cut crop material may require that the gap 58
distance be decreased to maintain a desired amount of
crop conditioning.
[0023] The swathboard 52 is attached to and moveable
with the hood 56. The swathboard 52 is shown in a first
operating position relative to the hood 56 in FIGS. 2-3,
and is shown in a second operating position in FIGS. 4-5.
The swathboard 52 is attached to the hood 56 such that
the swathboard 52 maintains a operating position relative
to the hood 56 during movement with the hood 56 toward
and away from the crop conditioning element 54. In the
exemplary embodiment shown in the Figures and de-
scribed herein, the swathboard 52 is rotatably attached
to the hood 56 for movement about a swathboard axis
66, between a plurality of operating positions relative to
the hood 56. The swathboard 52 is adjustable between
the plurality of operating positions, relative to the hood
56, based on how the conditioned crop material is to be
discharged rearwardly form the harvesting apparatus 20.
For example, the swathboard 52 may be adjusted such
that the conditioned crop material is discharged laterally
rearwardly in a direction opposite the direction of travel
44 of the harvesting apparatus 20. In another example,
the swathboard 52 may be adjusted such that the con-
ditioned crop material is discharged rearwardly and
downwardly toward the ground surface. The swathboard
52 may further be adjusted to discharge the conditioned
crop material based on a desired width and/or depth of
the windrow or swath.
[0024] When the swathboard 52 is disposed in any of
the plurality of operating positions, the swathboard 52
maintains its position relative to the hood 56 during move-
ment with the hood 56 toward and away from the crop
conditioning element 54. Accordingly, because the
swathboard 52 maintains its position relative to the hood
56 as the hood 56 moves relative to the crop conditioning
element 54, the desired swath shape may be maintained
while adjusting the gap 58 distance between the hood
56 and the crop conditioning element 54.
[0025] The crop conditioning system 50 includes an
adjustment mechanism 68 attached to and moveable
with the hood 56. The adjustment mechanism 68 is cou-
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pled to the swathboard 52, and is operable to rotate the
swathboard 52 relative to the hood 56 and about the
swathboard axis 66, between each of the plurality of op-
erating positions. Because the adjustment mechanism
68 is attached to and moves with the hood 56, instead
of the frame 38, the position of the swathboard 52 relative
to the hood 56 remains constant as the hood 56 moves
relative to the crop conditioning element 54.
[0026] The adjustment mechanism 68 may include a
mechanism capable of controlling movement of the
swathboard 52 relative to the hood 56 between the plu-
rality of operating positions. An exemplary embodiment
of the adjustment mechanism 68 is shown in the Figures
and described herein. However, the it should be appre-
ciated that the adjustment mechanism 68 may include a
mechanism other than described herein. The exemplary
embodiment of the adjustment mechanism 68 shown and
described herein includes a handle 70 that is rotatable
about a handle axis 72. A support bracket 74 intercon-
nects the hood 56 and the handle 70. In other words, the
support bracket 74 mounts the handle 70 to the hood 56.
The support bracket 74 is fixedly attached to the hood
56 and rotatably supports the handle 70.
[0027] The adjustment mechanism 68 further includes
a position plate 76. The position plate 76 is attached to
and moveable with the hood 56. For example, the position
plate 76 may be attached to the support bracket 74, which
in turn connects the position plate 76 to the hood 56.
Alternatively, the position plate 76 may be directly at-
tached to the hood 56. The position plate 76 defines a
plurality of notches 78. The handle 70 is positioned within
and/or engages a respective one of the plurality of notch-
es 78 to position the swathboard 52 in a respective one
of the plurality of operating positions. Accordingly, it
should be appreciated that moving the handle 70 into a
different one of the plurality of notches 78, changes the
operating position of the swathboard 52 relative to the
hood 56.
[0028] The adjustment mechanism 68 includes a con-
necting link 80. The connecting link 80 extends between
and interconnects the handle 70 and the swathboard 52.
The connecting link 80 is attached to the handle 70 at an
upper connection location 82, and is attached to the
swathboard 52 at a lower connection location 84. The
upper connection location 82 is radially offset from the
handle axis 72 to form an eccentric connection relative
to the handle axis 72. Due to the eccentricity of the upper
connection location 82 relative to the handle axis 72, ro-
tation of the handle 70 about the handle axis 72 generates
linear movement of the connecting link 80. The lower
connection location 84 is radially offset from the swath-
board axis 66 to form an eccentric connection relative to
the swathboard axis 66. Due to the eccentricity of the
lower connection location 84 relative to the swathboard
axis 66, linear movement of the connecting link 80 at the
lower connection location 84 generates rotation of the
swathboard 52 about the swathboard axis 66, which
moves the swathboard 52, relative to the hood 56, be-

tween the plurality of operating positions.
[0029] The harvesting apparatus 20 further includes
an actuating system 86 for moving the hood 56. The ac-
tuating system 86 interconnects the frame 38 and the
hood 56. The actuating system 86 is controllable to move
the hood 56 toward and away from the crop conditioning
element 54. The hood 56 is shown in a fully raised, first
position in FIGS. 2 and 4. The hood 56 is shown in a fully
lowered, second position in FIGS. 3 and 5. It should be
appreciated that the hood 56 may be positioned in an
infinite number of positions between the first position and
the second position shown in the Figures.
[0030] In the exemplary embodiment shown in the Fig-
ures and described herein, the actuating system 86 in-
cludes a multiple linkage system having a plurality of links
interconnected for moving the hood 56. The linkage sys-
tem may be actuated by an electric motor, hydraulic mo-
tor, hydraulic cylinders, or some other device capable of
controlling movement of the linkage system.
[0031] Referring to FIG. 6, the actuating system 86 in-
cludes an actuating arm 88 rotatable about a central axis
90. The actuating arm 88 includes a first end 92, and an
opposing second end 94. The central axis 90 intersects
the actuating arm 88 at an approximate midsection of the
actuating arm 88, between the first end 92 and the second
end 94. A first support block 96 is attached to the frame
38 forward of the actuating arm 88 relative to the direction
of travel 44 of the harvesting apparatus 20. The first sup-
port block 96 defines a first slot 98. A first control link 100
is rotatably coupled to the first end 92 of the actuating
arm 88. The first control ink is rotatably coupled to a first
cross link 102 through the first slot 98 of the first control
block. The first cross link 102 is rotatably coupled to the
hood 56 at a location rearward of the actuating arm 88
relative to the direction of travel 44 of the harvesting ap-
paratus 20.
[0032] A second support block 104 is attached to the
frame 38 rearward of the actuating arm 88 relative to the
direction of travel 44 of the harvesting apparatus 20. The
second support block 104 defines a second slot 106. A
second control link 108 is rotatably coupled to the second
end 94 of the actuating arm 88. The second control ink
is rotatably coupled to a second cross link 110 through
the second slot 106 of the second control block. The sec-
ond cross link 110 is rotatably coupled to the hood 56 at
a location forward of the actuating arm 88 relative to the
direction of travel 44 of the harvesting apparatus 20. The
first cross link 102 and the second cross link 110 each
include a respective central slot 112 disposed at an ap-
proximate midsection of the first cross link 102 and the
second cross link 110 respectively. The first cross link
102 and the second cross link 110 are rotatably pinned
together through their respective central slots 112.
[0033] Rotation of the actuating arm 88 about the cen-
tral axis 90 in a clockwise direction as viewed on the page
of FIG. 6 moves the first end 92 of the actuating arm 88
forward and the second end 94 of the actuating arm 88
rearward. This motion in turn moves the first control link
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100 and the end of the first cross link 102 attached to the
first control link 100 forward, and the second control ink
and the end of the second cross link 110 attached to the
second control link 108 rearward. This causes the first
cross link 102 and the second cross link 110 to operate
in a scissor motion, such that the hood 56 is raised in an
upward direction indicated by arrow 114, and away from
the crop conditioning element 54.
[0034] Rotation of the actuating arm 88 about the cen-
tral axis 90 in a counterclockwise direction as viewed on
the page of FIG. 6 moves the first end 92 of the actuating
arm 88 rearward and the second end 94 of the actuating
arm 88 forward. This motion in turn moves the first control
link 100 and the end of the first cross link 102 attached
to the first control link 100 rearward, and the second con-
trol ink and the end of the second cross link 110 attached
to the second control link 108 forward. This causes the
first cross link 102 and the second cross link 110 to op-
erate in a scissor motion, such that the hood 56 is lowered
in a downward generally indicated by arrow 116, and
toward the crop conditioning element 54.
[0035] While the above describes example embodi-
ments of the present disclosure, these descriptions
should not be viewed in a limiting sense. Rather, other
variations and modifications may be made without de-
parting from the scope and spirit of the present disclosure
as defined in the appended claims.

Claims

1. A harvesting apparatus for an agricultural machine,
the harvesting apparatus (20) comprising:

a frame (38);
a cutting mechanism (40) coupled to the frame
(38) and operable to cut crop;
a crop conditioning element (54) coupled to the
frame (38) and positioned relative to the frame
(38) at a location rearward of the cutting mech-
anism (40) for receiving crop from the cutting
mechanism (40);
a hood (56) moveably mounted to the frame (38)
above the crop conditioning element (54) for
movement toward and away from the crop con-
ditioning element (54); and
a swathboard (52) attached to and moveable
with the hood (56), wherein the swathboard (52)
is operable to maintain an operating position rel-
ative to the hood (56) during movement with the
hood (56) toward and away from the crop con-
ditioning element (54).

2. The harvesting apparatus set forth in claim 1, where-
in the swathboard (52) is rotatably attached to the
hood (56) for movement about a swathboard axis
(66) between a plurality of operating positions rela-
tive to the hood (56).

3. The harvesting apparatus set forth in claim 1 or 2,
wherein the swathboard (52) is operable to maintain
its position relative to the hood (56) during movement
with the hood (56) toward and away from the crop
conditioning element (54) when disposed in each of
the plurality of operating positions.

4. The harvesting apparatus according to at least one
of the claims 1 to 3, further comprising an adjustment
mechanism (68) attached to and moveable with the
hood (56), wherein the adjustment mechanism (68)
is coupled to the swathboard (52) and operable to
rotate the swathboard (52) relative to the hood (56)
and about the swathboard axis (66) between each
of the plurality of operating positions.

5. The harvesting apparatus according to at least one
of the claims 1 to 4, wherein the adjustment mech-
anism (68) includes a handle (70) rotatable about a
handle axis (72).

6. The harvesting apparatus according to at least one
of the claims 1 to 5, wherein the adjustment mech-
anism (68) includes a support bracket (74) intercon-
necting the hood (56) and the handle (70), wherein
the support bracket (74) is fixedly attached to the
hood (56) and rotatably supports the handle (70).

7. The harvesting apparatus according to at least one
of the claims 1 to 6, wherein the adjustment mech-
anism (68) includes a connecting link (80) extending
between and interconnecting the handle (70) and
the swathboard (52).

8. The harvesting apparatus according to at least one
of the claims 1 to 7, wherein the connecting link (80)
is attached to the handle (70) at an upper connection
location (82) that is radially offset from the handle
axis (72), and wherein the connecting link (80) is
attached to the swathboard (52) at a lower connec-
tion location (84) that is radially offset from the swath-
board axis (66).

9. The harvesting apparatus according to at least one
of the claims 1 to 8, wherein the adjustment mech-
anism (68) includes a position plate (76) defining a
plurality of notches (78), with the handle (70) en-
gaged with a respective one of the plurality of notch-
es (78) to position the swathboard (52) in a respec-
tive one of the plurality of operating positions.

10. The harvesting apparatus according to at least one
of the claims 1 to 9, wherein the position plate (76)
is attached to and moveable with the hood (56).

11. The harvesting apparatus according to at least one
of the claims 1 to 10, further comprising an actuating
system (86) interconnecting the frame (38) and the
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hood (56), wherein the actuating system (86) is con-
trollable to move the hood (56) toward and away from
the crop conditioning element (54).

12. The harvesting apparatus according to at least one
of the claims 1 to 11, wherein the actuating system
(86) includes a multiple linkage system having a plu-
rality of links interconnected for moving the hood
(56).

13. A crop conditioning system for a harvesting appara-
tus (20), in particular a harvesting apparatus accord-
ing according to at least one of the claims 1 to 12,
the crop conditioning system (50) comprising:

a crop conditioning element (54);
a hood (56) moveable toward and away from
the crop conditioning element (54) to define a
gap (58) therebetween; and
a swathboard (52) attached to and moveable
with the hood (56), wherein the swathboard (52)
is operable to maintain an operating position rel-
ative to the hood (56) during movement with the
hood (56) toward and away from the crop con-
ditioning element (54).

14. The crop conditioning system set forth in claim 13,
wherein the swathboard (52) is rotatably attached to
the hood (56) for movement about a swathboard axis
(66) between a plurality of operating positions rela-
tive to the hood (56).

15. The crop conditioning system set forth in claim 13 or
14, wherein the swathboard (52) is operable to main-
tain its position relative to the hood (56) during move-
ment with the hood (56) toward and away from the
crop conditioning element (54) when disposed in
each of the plurality of operating positions.
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