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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

Field of the Disclosure

[0001] Embodiments described herein relate generally to amine solvent solutions that absorb acid gases and more
particularly to additives that decrease the presence of amine-derived contaminants in- and/or degradation of such amine
solvent solutions.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] Plants such as refineries, processing plants, industrial plants and the like, may include an amine treating system
to treat liquid and/or gas feed streams. Generally, such feed stream treatment includes an amine solvent solution to
absorb acid gases from the feed stream. Acid gases include gases such as hydrogen sulfide (H2S), carbon disulfide
(CS2) carbonyl sulfide (COS), and carbon dioxide (CO2). Acid gases may later be removed from the amine solvent
solution to regenerated and recycle the amine solvent solution for additional use.
[0003] Amine-derived contaminants, however, can accumulate in the amine solvent solution. If left unchecked, these
contaminants can have an adverse effect on the amine treating system. For instance, amine-derived contaminants are
associated with a decrease in the amine solvent solution’s ability to absorb acid gases and an increase in corrosion
within the amine treating system.
[0004] Generally, amine-derived contaminants result from a reaction or association between the amine in the amine
solvent solution with another molecule resulting in another contaminant or a reaction intermediate involving a contaminant.
These other contaminants/intermediates include acid gases, oxygen, strong anions, carboxylic acids, and others. Con-
taminants such as acid gases may come from the feed stream being treated, but contaminants may come from any
source such as the make-up water for the amine solvent solution or any other source.
[0005] One type of amine-derived contaminant is heat-stable salts. Heat-stable salts form when a strong anion, such
as chloride, formate, or acetate, reacts with or binds an amine cation. The resultant salts are heat-stable because the
addition of heat does not readily regenerate the amine solvent solution.
[0006] Another type of amine-derived contaminant is amine-derived degradation products. Generally, amine-derived
degradation products result from the breakdown of amine molecules into a different chemical species. The chemistry of
degradation product formation is complex, and in many cases, the reactions are irreversible. A simplified example
included the reaction of oxygen or an acid gas with the amine eventually to form an amine-derived degradation product.
Alternatively or additionally, oxygen or an acid gas may react with another contaminant to form an intermediate that
reacts with the amine to form the amine-derived degradation product. Of course, formation of amine-derived degradation
products is not limited to the forgoing, much simplified, examples.
[0007] Since there are many ways in which heat-stable salts and amine-derived degradation products can be produced,
they can, and usually are, both be present in an amine treating system at the same time. Furthermore, amine treating
systems can tolerate only so much accumulation of such amine-derived contaminants before it must be addressed.
There are many different ways to clean an amine treating system once the contaminants are produced, but there remains
a need for ways to avoid or to decrease amine-derived contaminants from forming in the first place.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] The present invention is directed toward a method according to claim 1. The amine solvent solution can be
selected from one or more of: monoethanolamine, diethanolamine, triethanolamine, dimethylethanolamine, N-methyl-
diethanolamine, monomethylethanolamine, 2-(2-aminoethoxy)ethanol, aminoethylethanolamine, diisopropanolamine,
piperazine, and derivatives thereof.
[0009] Generally, an amine additive may be added to amine solvent solution that is useful in treating liquid feed streams,
gas feed streams, or both,. In response to adding the amine additive, the formation of amine-derived contaminants is
decreased and/or degradation of the amine in the amine solvent solution is decreased. These decreases may be meas-
ured by comparison to a control that does not have an amine additive added thereto. The amine additive may inhibit the
degradation and/or oxidation of an amine solvent solution, inhibit system corrosion, and/or inhibit formation of amine-
derived contaminants.
[0010] The amine-derived contaminants formed in an amine additive free system may include amine-derived heat
stable salts and/or degradation products such as bicine, THEED, or both, although amine-derived contaminants are not
limited to these few examples. As amine-derived contaminants may be deceased in embodiments of the method, the
amine solvent solution can be regenerated and reused without requiring fresh amine to be added to the solvent solution.
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[0011] The amine additives are ethyleneamine derivatives: N-(2-aminoethyl)-N’-{2-{(2-aminoethyl)amino}ethyl}-1,2-
ethanediamine) (i.e. tetraethylenepentamine), 4-(2-aminoethyl)-N-(2-aminoethyl)-N’-{2-{(2-aminoethyl)amino}ethyl}
-1,2-ethandiamine), 1-(2-aminoethyl)-4-[(2-aminoethyl)amino]ethyl]-piperazine), and 1-[2-[[2-aminoethtyl)amino]ethyl]
-amino]ethyl]-piperazine ;
[0012] According to an embodiment, decreasing the presence of an amine-derived contaminant may include decreas-
ing the presence of a heat stable salt, amine-derived degradation product, or both in an amine treating system such that
the amine solvent solution containing the amine additive can be regenerated and reused within the amine treating system
without requiring fresh amine to be added to replenish the amine solvent solution due to the formation of amine-derived
contaminants. According to an embodiment, adding the amine additive to the amine solvent solution, treated liquid or
gas, or both may include adding the amine additive to the amine solvent solution, treated liquid or gas, or both at any
juncture in the amine treating system.
[0013] Also disclosed is, adding an amine additive may further include adding an ethyleneamine derivative selected
from one or more of: ethylenediamine; aminoethylethanolamine; diethylenetriamine; triethylenetetramine; tetraethyl-
enepentamine; pentaethylenehexamine; 1,2-propylenediamine; N-(2-hydroxypropyl)ethylenediamine; N-(2-hydroxy-
butyl)ethylenediamine; N-(2-hydroxyethyl)-1,2-propylenediamine; N-(2-hydroxypropyl)-1,2-propylenediamine; and N-(2-
hydroxybutyl)-1,2-propylenediamine. According to an embodiment, adding the tetraethylenepentamine may include add-
ing a tetraethylenepentamine selected from one or more of: N-(2-aminoethyl)-N’-{2-{(2-aminoethyl)amino}ethyl}-1,2-
ethandiamine), 4-(2-aminoethyl)-N-(2-aminoethyl)-N’-{2-{(2-aminoethyl)amino}ethyl}-1,2-ethandiamine), 1-(2-aminoe-
thyl)-4-[(2-aminoethyl)amino]ethyl]-piperazine), and 1-[2-[[2-aminoethtyl)amino]ethyl]-amino]ethyl]-piperazine.
[0014] Also disclosed is, adding an amine additive may further include adding a polyalkyleneamine of the formula:

NH2CH(CH3)CH2-[OCH2CH(CH3)]X-NH2, wherein X is between 2 and 70.

[0015] Also disclosed is, adding an amine additive may further include adding a substituted propylamine selected from
one or more of: dimethylaminopropylamine, methoxypropylamine, aminopropylmorpholine, N,N-Dimethylaminoethyl 3-
aminopropyl ether or (2-(2-[(3-aminopropyl)methylamino]ethoxy)ethyl)dimethylamine.
[0016] Also disclosed is, adding an amine additive may include further adding a substituted piperazine selected from
one or more of: 1-(2-aminoethyl)-4-[(2-aminoethyl)amino]ethyl]-piperazine), 1-[2-[[2-aminoethtyl)amino]ethyl]-amino]
ethyl]-piperazine), and N-aminoethylpiperazine.
[0017] According to an embodiment, adding the amine additives includes adding the amine additives in an amount of
from 0.005% to 7% of the total composition of the amine solvent solution and the amine additives. According to an
embodiment, adding an amine additive may include adding the amine additive in an amount of from 0.05% to 3% of the
total composition of the amine solvent solution and the amine additive. According to an embodiment, adding an amine
additive may include adding an amine additive in an amount of from 0.2% to 1% of the total composition of the amine
solvent solution and the amine additive.
[0018] According to an embodiment, treating a liquid or gas feed stream with an amine solvent solution may include
treating the liquid or gas feed stream with an amine solvent solution selected from one or more of: monoethanolamine,
diethanolamine, triethanolamine, dimethylethanolamine, N-methyldiethanolamine, monomethylethanolamine, 2-(2-ami-
noethoxy)ethanol, aminoethylethanolamine, diisopropanolamine, piperazine, and derivatives thereof.
[0019] According to an embodiment, decreasing the formation of amine-derived contaminants may include decreasing
the formation of amine-derived heat-stable salts, amine-derived degradation products, or both.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0020] FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram of an amine treating system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0021] In the following detailed description of the embodiments, reference is made to the accompanying drawings
which form a part hereof, and in which are shown by way of illustration specific embodiments in which the invention may
be practiced.
[0022] Under certain conditions, the amine in an amine solvent solution (e.g. such as those used to absorb acid gases)
may change into a less useable form such as one or more amine-derived contaminants. For instance, an amine treating
system, such as one for treating a liquid or gas feed stream with the amine solvent solution, may provide conditions for
degrading the amine and/or forming amine-derived contaminants. According to an embodiment of the present invention,
an amine additive may be added to the amine solvent solution to reduce the presence of amine-derived contaminants
and/or to reduce the amount of amine solvent solution that degrades into the amine-derived contaminants. Embodiments,
however, are not limited to adding the amine additive to the amine solvent solution; the amine additive may be added
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to the liquid or gas feed stream or both the feed stream and the amine solvent solution.
[0023] One type of amine-derived contaminant is heat-stable salts. Heat-stable salts are not just less-useable, they
are associated with system corrosion and they bind the amine in the amine solvent solution making it unavailable for
acid gas absorption. In an embodiment, the amine additive inhibits the formation of such heat-stable salts and/or keeps
the amine solvent solution from degrading into heat-stable salts. A decrease in the presence of heat-stable salts may
contribute to a decrease in system corrosion.
[0024] In an amine treating system, an amine molecule may react with a contaminant anion such as chloride, potassium,
formate, and/or acetate to form heat-stable salts; embodiments, however, are not limited to these few examples. Heat-
stable salts may also form in an amine treating system when oxygen is a contaminant. For instance, oxygen may oxidize
the amine of the amine solvent solution to form acids, which then complex with cations (e.g. amine cations) to form heat-
stable salts. Of course, these are but a few examples of how heat-stable salts may form in an amine treating system
and embodiments are not limited thereto.
[0025] Amine-derived degradation products are another type of amine-derived contaminant. The chemistry for pro-
ducing amine-derived degradation products is typically complex and is often irreversible. Furthermore, resultant amine-
derived degradation products may be solvent dependent. For instance, in the presence of CO2, monoethanolamine
degrades to form hydroxyethyl ethylenediamine (HEED), diethanolamine (DEA) degrades to form tris hydroxyethyl
ethylene diamine (THEED), and diisopropanolamine degrades to form hydroxymethyl propyl oxazolidone. Additionally,
methyldiethanolamine (MDEA) can degrade to form DEA, which can then further degrade, and in the presence of oxygen
MDEA can degrade to form bicine. There are many amines that may degrade and as many or more degradation products.
For example, other known types of amine-derived degradation products include imidazolidones, oxazolidones, ethylen-
ediamines, ureas, thioureas, piperzines, ethanolamines, and more. Thus, embodiments are not limited to the forgoing
examples of amines and degradation products. Furthermore, in any instance there may be a combination multiple types
of amine-derived contaminants such as amine-derived degradation products and/or heat-stable salts. As used herein
degradation of an amine/amine solvent solution refers to amine degradation into any heat-stable and/or irreversible
product such as heat-stable salts, amine-derived degradation products, and the like.
[0026] In an embodiment, an amine solvent solution includes an amine and water. In a particular embodiment, the
amine includes one or more amines that are useful in treating a liquid or gas feed stream (in an amine treating system)
with an amine solvent solution to remove acid gases from the feed stream. These amines may be selected from one or
more of primary amines, secondary amines, and tertiary amines. In some embodiments one or more physical absorbents
such as sulfolane or tetraglyme may be added to the amine solvent solution.
[0027] In some embodiments, the amine in the amine solvent solution may be one or more alkanolamines. Al-
kanolamines for treating a liquid or gas feed stream may be selected from, but are not limited to, one or more of:
monoethanolamine (MEA), diethanolamine (DEA), triethanolamine (TEA), dimethylethanolamine (DMEA), methyldieth-
anolamine (MDEA), monomethylethanolamine (MMEA), 2-(2-aminoethoxy)ethanol, aminoethylethanolamine (AEEA),
diisopropanolamine (DIPA), piperazine, and derivatives thereof.
[0028] IThe amine additive may be added at any (or multiple) entry point(s) into an amine system such as the feed
stream to be treated, make-up water, and the like.
[0029] Also disclosed is the amine additive added to the amine solvent solution may include a substituted propylamine.
Also disclosed are substituted propylamines include one or more of: dimethylaminopropylamine (DMAPA), methoxypro-
pylamine (MOPA), aminopropylmorpholine (APM), N,N-Dimethylaminoethyl 3-aminopropyl ether or (2-(2-[(3-aminopro-
pyl)methylamino]ethoxy)ethyl)dimethylamine, although embodiments are not so limited.
[0030] Also disclosed are polyoxyalkyleneamines amine additives include those having the formula:

NH2CH(CH3)CH2-[OCH2CH(CH3)]x-NH2,

wherein X is between 2 and 70. Non-limiting examples of such polyoxyalkyleneamines include JEFFAMINE® D-230
additive (NH2CH(CH3)CH2-[OCH2CH(CH3)]2.5-NH2, Mol. Wt. ≈ 230), JEFFAMINE® D-400 additive
(NH2CH(CH3)CH2-[OCH2CH(CH3)]6.1-NH2, Mol. Wt. ≈ 430), JEFFAMINE® D-2000 additive
(NH2CH(CH3)CH2-[OCH2CH(CH3)]33-NH2, Mol. Wt. ≈ 2,000), and other similar products made from an ethylene oxide
backbone with a propylene oxide cap. JEFFAMINE® products are available from Huntsman, The Woodlands, Texas.
[0031] Also disclosed are amine additives also include substituted piperazines selected from one or more of: 1-(2-
aminoethyl)-4-[(2-aminoethyl)amino]ethyl]-piperazine) (APEEDA), 1-[2-[[2-aminoethtyl)amino]ethyl]-amino]ethyl]-piper-
azine) (PEDETA), and N-aminoethylpiperazine (AEP), although embodiments are not limited thereto.
[0032] In an embodiment, the amine additive is added in an amount such that its concentration is from about 0.005%
to about 7% weight of the total composition of the amine solvent solution and the amine additive. In another embodiment,
the amine additive is added in an amount from about 0.05% to about 3% weight of the total composition of the amine
solvent solution and the amine additive. And in yet another embodiment, the amine additive is added in an amount from
about 0.2% to about 1% weight of the total composition of the amine solvent solution and the amine additive. In one
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embodiment, the total amount of the amine additive relative to the total composition of the amine solvent solution and
the amine additive is maintained constant throughout the gas treatment process, as in a continuous gas treatment process.
[0033] Referring to FIG. 1, a schematic diagram of an amine treating system is shown. In this example, the amine
treating system is one for treating acid gases from processed hydrocarbon gases. Embodiments, however, are not
limited to this example and an amine additive may be added to variety of amine treating systems. For instance, in some
embodiments, the amine additive may be added to an amine treating system for removing acid gases, and in another
embodiment the amine additive may be added to a carbon dioxide capture unit, although embodiments are not limited
thereto.
[0034] In the treating system of FIG. 1, the feed stream 12 enters the amine treating system at a separator 14, where
gases are separated from liquids. The feed stream 12 may be any feed stream such as a gas or a liquid, which perhaps
also includes an amine additive. In an embodiment, the feed stream 12 is one that contains any combination of H2S,
CO2, similar acid gases, and O2. The feed gases 12 may be any type of gas including waste gas streams, such as flue
gas streams, kiln gas, reverberatory furnace gas, regenerator off gas, sour gas, and combinations thereof. The feed
gases are piped to an absorber inlet 16, and feed liquids are transmitted out of the separator 14 at a separator outlet 18.
[0035] In an absorber 20, the feed gases are in fluid communication with an amine solvent solution and an amine
additive. The absorber 20 may be a column (or other mixing device) with a circulating liquid amine solvent solution and
an amine additive introduced at an upper absorber inlet 22. Fluid communication may be obtained as the amine solvent
solution and amine additive flow down trays or packing (not shown) in the absorber 20 and the feed gas migrates upwardly
among the trays or packing from the absorber inlet 16. After interacting with the amine solvent solution and amine
additive, the treated feed gases are transmitted from the absorber 20 through an upper absorber outlet 84.
[0036] The amine solvent solution and amine additive containing absorbed gases (e.g., H2S and CO2) is collected at
the bottom of the absorber 20 and is transmitted through a lower absorber outlet 88 to a flash tank 24. In the flash tank
24, the amine solvent solution and amine additive are subjected to decreased pressure. Soluble gases are transmitted
from a first outlet 26 of the flash tank 24 and hydrocarbon liquids are collected and transmitted from a second outlet 28
of the flash tank 24. The amine solvent solution and amine additive are transmitted through a third outlet 30 of the flash
tank 24 to an inlet 36 of a heat exchanger 32. The amine solvent solution and amine additive are heated in the heat
exchanger 32 and transmitted to an inlet 34 of a regenerator 40. In the regenerator 40, gases including H2S and CO2
are boiled off and transmitted through an upper regenerator outlet 42 for subsequent treatment. A reflux condenser 44
and a reflux accumulator 46 condense and accumulate for recirculation through regenerator 40 a condensate of the
water contained in the overhead gases. Makeup water is introduced into the system at inlet 48. In an embodiment, the
amine additive may enter the amine treating system via the makeup water. The makeup water and the condensate from
accumulator 46 are pumped to a regenerator inlet 50 by a pump 56.
[0037] A portion of the amine solvent solution and amine additive is circulated from a lower regenerator outlet 54
through a reboiler 60. The amine solvent solution and amine additive are heated in the reboiler 60 to their boiling points.
A second portion of the amine solvent solution and amine additive is collected from the regenerator 40 and transmitted
to an inlet 58 of heat exchanger 32.
[0038] Amine solvent solution and amine additive are transmitted from an outlet 64 of the heat exchanger 32 by means
of a pump 66 to a filter 70. A portion of the amine solvent solution and amine additive is filtered at the filter 70. The amine
solvent solution and amine additive are then further cooled at amine cooler 80 and pumped by pump 82 to the absorber
upper inlet 22. Thus, in an embodiment, the amine solvent solution and amine additive may be regenerated and reused
to circulate within the amine treating system without requiring fresh amine to be added to the system to replenish the
amine solvent solution due to the presence of amine-derived contaminants.
[0039] In general, it is desirous to conduct the process in temperatures between from about 0°C to about 200°C,
preferably from about 20°C to about 150°C, and at pressures from about 0.01 psi to about 10,000 psi, preferably from
about 0.1 psi and to 1500 psi.
[0040] In an embodiment, the amine additive may be added anywhere within the system such that the additive accu-
mulates in the amine solvent solution. For instance, the amine additive may be added to the amine solvent solution
before use in the amine treating system, it may be added to the feed stream, or it may be added to both. Furthermore,
the amine additive may be added to the amine treating system via the makeup water or any other juncture in the amine
treating system.

EXAMPLES

[0041] The following non-limiting examples are provided to further illustrate embodiments described herein. The ex-
amples, however, are not intended to be all-inclusive and are not intended to limit the scope of the embodiments described
herein.
[0042] In the following examples, the presence of amine-derived contaminants was evaluated in test samples containing
an amine solvent solution and an amine additive as compared to their presence in control samples without the amine
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additive. Generally control and test samples were prepared by adding a sample solution (test or control according to the
particular example/experiment) to a 1-liter reaction flask equipped with a cold-water condenser, thermometer, and a
sparger tube. The reaction flask was heated with a mantel; the sample solution therein was heated to about 90°C during
the course of experiment. A sparger tube was used to bubble a feed stream, air, through each sample solution at a rate
of 0.25 liter/min. Deionized water was added to each sample solution as needed when evaporation of water from the
sample solution was noticed.
[0043] The presence of amine-derived contaminants was determined in two ways. One way was to look at the samples
to see if they changed color. Generally, samples were colorless at the start of the experiments and were visually observed
for color change each day thereafter for seven days. If the color of the sample changed then amine-derived contaminants
were present in that sample. The other way was to determine via ion chromatography the concentration of amine-derived
contaminants in each sample solution. Generally, concentrations for each sample solution were determined before the
experiment began and seven days thereafter.
[0044] Additionally, total amine content was determined for each sample; measurements were taken before the ex-
periment began and seven days after heating. Total amine content was determined by titration and/or ion chromatography.
Furthermore, in some experiments the percent of amine solvent solution was determined both before the experiment
began and seven days thereafter. These percentages were determined via titration and/or ion chromatography. The
results of quantitative analysis (e.g. chromatography/titration) were normalized to a water-free basis since the water
varied in the samples.

EXAMPLES 1-4

[0045] With reference to Table 1 and Table 2, Example 1 is a control sample and Examples 2-4 are test samples,
which illustrate the effectiveness of amine additive a tetraethylenepentamine (TEPA) when added to the amine solvent
solution 2-(2-aminoethoxy)ethanol. In Examples 2-4, TEPA was used in 0.2-1.0% weight of the total test sample : the
amine solvent solution, which includes water, and amine additive. 2-(2-aminoethoxy)ethanol and TEPA are available
from Huntsman, The Woodlands, Texas.
[0046] Referring to Table 1, the control sample, Example 1, changed from clear to amber after one day and to brown
after six days. The test samples, Examples 2-4, however, stayed clear for the entire seven day experiment. Thus, as
determined by the lack of color change in Examples 2-4, small amounts of TEPA strongly decreases the formation of
amine-derived contaminants.

[0047] Referring to Table 2, the samples for Examples 1-4 were tested for the production of certain heat-stable salts
and for total amine content. As expected, after seven days of incubating control sample, Example 1, there was a large
increase in the concentration of heat-stable salts and a decrease in amine content. In contrast, in the test samples,
Examples 2-4, less formate was formed and the other salts were not detected. Furthermore, the concentration of total

Table 1

Example # 1 2 3 4

2-(2-aminoethoxy)ethanol (grams) 400 398.4 356 392

TEPA (grams) 0 1.6 4.0 8.0

TEPA,% 0 0.2 0.5 1.0

Water (grams) 400 400 440 400

Appearance

Start Clear Clear Clear Clear

Day 1 Amber Clear Clear Clear

Day 2 Red Clear Clear Clear

Day 3 Red Clear Clear Clear

Day 4 Red Clear Clear Clear

Day 5 Red Clear Clear Clear

Day 6 Brown Clear Clear Clear

Day 7 Brown Clear Clear Clear
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amine (milliequivalents/gram) remained high in the test samples as compared to the control. As shown in Table 2, the
total amine content of the control sample, Example 1, decreased from 9.66 to 5.36 meg/g, a drop of 4.3 meq/g, whereas
in Example 4 adding 1% TEPA resulted in only a 1.1 meq/g drop.

EXAMPLES 5-7

[0048] With reference to Table 3 and Table 4, Example 5 is a control sample (without an amine additive) and Examples
6 and 7 test samples with the amine additive TEPA added thereto. In Examples 6 and 7, TEPA was added in 0.2 % and
1.0% of the total solution respectively. The amine solvent solution tested in these examples was methyldiethanolamine
(MDEA), which is available from Huntsman, The Woodlands, Texas.
[0049] Referring to Table 3, discoloration was observed in the control sample on day 2 with dark discoloration on day
6. In contrast, the test sample Example 6 was lightly colored on day 7, whereas test sample Example 7 remained colorless
for the duration of the experiment. Thus, again, as compared to the control sample, test samples had little or no discol-
oration, which indicates that the amine additive decreased or prevented amine-derived contaminants from forming.

[0050] As shown in Table 4, the addition of TEPA to test samples decreased both heat-stable salt formation and drop
in amine strength. For example, in Example 5, the control sample the ppm of each salt increased after 7 days, but in
comparison, Examples 6 and 7, which were test samples, the concentration of heat stable salts remained low. Further-
more, total amine concentration dropped in the control but the drop observed in the test samples was comparatively
small. In these Examples, the percent of amine solvent solution was also measured after 7-days. In the control sample
there was close to a 30% decrease in amine solvent solution. In contrast, in the test samples the amine solvent solution
decreased a maximum of only about 3%. Taken together, these results indicate that in the presence of TEPA, the amine

Table 2

Table 2 - 2-(2-aminoethoxy)ethanol analytical results with TEPA - Water free basis.

Example # 1 2 3 4

TEPA,% 0.0 0.2 0.5 1.0

Test results Day 0 Day 7 Day 0 Day 7 Day 0 Day 7 Day 0 Day 7
Formate, (ppm) 15 17,190 14 2,189 13 1,520 7 367
Glycolate, (ppm) 0 1,415 0 0 0 0 0 0
Lactate, (ppm) 0 19,106 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total Amine, (meq/g) 9.66 5.36 10.37 9.61 9.54 9.50 10.67 9.57

Table 3

Example # 5 6 7

MDEA (grams) 400 398.4 352

TEPA (grams) 0 1.6 8.0

TEPA,% 0 0.2 1.0

Water (grams) 400 400 440

Appearance

Start Clear Clear Clear

Dav 1 Clear Clear Clear

Day 2 Amber Clear Clear

Day 3 Amber Clear Clear

Day 4 Amber Clear Clear

Day 5 Amber Clear Clear

Day 6 Brown Clear Clear

Day 7 Sparger broke Amber Clear
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solvent solution does not degrade as readily and amine-derived contaminants do not form as readily as compared to
an amine solvent solution that is TEPA-free.

EXAMPLES 8-11

[0051] With reference to Table 5 and Table 6, Example 8 is a control sample of amine solvent solution monoeth-
anolamine (MEA) and Examples 9-11 are test samples having the amine additive TEPA added to MEA. The concentration
of TEPA in Examples 9-11 was 0.2-1.0% weight of the total sample solution.
[0052] Referring to Table 5 below, TEPA did not have a clear-cut effect on preventing sample discoloration. Nonethe-
less, as is shown in Table 6, TEPA did affect salt formation in the test samples.

[0053] Referring to Table 6, amine-derived contaminants such as acetate, formate, glycolate, and lactate were de-
creased in the test samples as compared to the control. Furthermore, MEA amine strength remained relatively high in
the test samples as compared to the control.

Table 4

TEPA % 0 0.2 1

Example # 5 6 7

Day 0 Day 7 Day 0 Day 7 Day 0 Day 7

Acetate, ppm 3 228 0 13 6 4

Glycolate, ppm 0 703 0 56 0 0

Lactate, ppm 0 434 0 28 4 0

MDEA, % 100 71.4 100 98.8 100 97.0

Total Amine, meq/g 8.4 7.6 9.0 8.3 8.6 8.5

Table 5

Example # 8 9 10 11

MEA (grams) 400 358.4 396 392

TEPA (grams) 0 1.6 4.0 8.0

TEPA,% 0 0.2 0.5 1.0

Water (grams) 400 440 400 400

Appearance

Start Clear Clear Clear Clear

Day 1 Amber Red Clear Amber

Day 2 Red Brown Amber Red

Day 3 Red Dark brown Red Red

Day 4 Red Dark brown Red Red

Day 5 Red Dark brown Red Red

Day 6 Red Dark brown Red Red

Dav 7 Red Dark brown Red Red



EP 2 373 760 B1

9

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EXAMPLES 12-14 (NOT ACCORDING TO THE INVENTION)

[0054] With reference to Table 7, also disclosed are examples 12 through 14 were completed to test other amines in
MDEA solutions such as dimethylaminopropylamine (DMAPA), JEFFAMINE® D-230 additive, and aminoethyleth-
anolamine (AEEA). Each of the forgoing chemicals is available from Huntsman. These experiments were run in the
same manner as the earlier experiments. The results are presented on a water-free basis due to slight differences in
water content of the final samples solutions. As shown in Table 7, DMAPA, JEFFAMINE® D-230 additive, AEEA, and
TEPA (from Example 7) all decrease the loss of total amine content of the final solutions.

EXAMPLES 15-18 (NOT ACCORDING TO THE INVENTION)

[0055] Also disclosed are examples 15 through 18 were completed to test other amine additives such as DMAPA,
JEFFAMINE® D-230 additive, and AEEA in 2-(2-aminoethoxy)ethanol amine solvent solution. These experiments were
run in the same manner as the earlier experiments. The results are presented on a water-free basis due to slight
differences in water content of the final sample solutions. As shown in Table 8, DMAPA, JEFFAMINE® D-230 additive,
AEEA, and TEPA (from Example 7) decrease the loss of total amine content of the amine solvent solution versus not
adding an amine additive (Example 1).

Table 6

Example 8 9 10 11

TEPA, % 0 0.2 0.5 1.0

Day 0 Day Day 0 Day 7 Day 0 Day 7 Day 0 Day 7

Acetate, (ppm) 0 1,568 0 718 0 344 0 455

Formate, (ppm) 10 37,523 6 9,633 1 15,188 8 13,925

Glycolate, (ppm) 1 6,813 0 2,427 0 1,316 0 1,227

Lactate, (ppm) 0 8,745 0 3,473 0 2,812 0 2,665

MEA, % 100 59.2 100 78.0 100 86.4 100 89.0

total amine meq/g 16.4 8.5 15.5 12.5 17.2 14.2 17.1 14.2

Table 7

Example 5 12 13 14 7

Amine solvent solution MDEA MDEA MDEA MDEA MDEA

Amine additive 0 DMAPA D-230 AEEA TEPA

amine additive in solution, wt. % 0 1 1 1 1

After 7 days of incubating

drop in total amine content, % 10% 0.7% 1.8% 5.2% 1.2

Table 8

Example 1 15 16 17 3 18

Amine solvent solution 2-(2-aminoethoxy)ethanol

Amine Additive 0 DMAPA D-230 AEEA TEPA AEEA

amine additive in solution, wt. % 0 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 1.0

After 7 days of testing

drop in total amine content, % 45% 14.6% 27.0% 36.0% 0.4% 5.2%



EP 2 373 760 B1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

EXAMPLES 19-21 (NOT ACCORDING TO THE INVENTION)

[0056] Also disclosed are examples 19 through 21 were completed to test other amine additives such as DMAPA,
JEFFAMINE® D-230 additive, and AEEA in MEA amine solvent solution. These experiments were run in the same
manner as the earlier experiments. The results are presented on a water free basis due to slight differences in water
content of the final sample solutions. As shown in Table 9, DMAPA, JEFFAMINE® D-230 additive, AEEA, and TEPA
(from Example 7) decrease the loss of total amine content of the amine solvent solution versus not adding any other
amine additive to the solution (Example 8). Formate salt was significantly decreased in samples where JEFFAMINE®

D-230 additive (Example 20) or TEPA was used (Example 9).

[0057] In the forgoing embodiments, formation of amine-derived contaminants, loss of amine content, and/or loss in
the percentage of amine were decreased in response to the addition of an amine additive added to an amine solvent
solution. These results may translate to commercial/industrial applications, where decreasing amine-derived contaminant
formation and maintaining amine solvent concentration may help decrease poor system performance and corrosion.

Examples 22-25

[0058] Another set of experiments, were conducted in an operating plant with an amine treating system. The amine
treating system of the plant was similar to the system of Fig. 1. In this case, however, there were two amine treating
systems (System 1 and System 2) each operating with a circulation rate of 100 gallons per minute. Furthermore, the
same gas feed stream was treated by both systems. For instance, referring back to Fig. 1, feed stream 12 was split such
that a portion went to System 1 and the remainder went to System 2. The amine solvent solution circulating through
both systems was a blend of MDEA, DEA, and water, the weight % of amine in the blend was 45% of the total weight
of the solvent solution. System 1 was the test system having a dose of the amine additive TEPA added thereto and
System 2 was the control.
[0059] At the time the experiments were run, the System 1 was in the process of start-up whereas System 2 had been
operating for approximately 45 days. Thus, at the beginning of the experiments, amine-derived contaminants in System
1 (Example 22) were relatively low. But as can be seen in Example 24, a considerable amount of amine-derived con-
taminants had already built-up in System 2 over the prior 45 days. In these experiments, concentrations of the amine
additive were determined by liquid chromatography/mass spectrometry and concentrations of the amine-derived con-
taminants bicine and formate were determined by ion chromatography whereas concentrations of the amine-derived
contaminant THEED were determined by liquid chromatography. Example results were normalized to a water free basis.
[0060] Referring to Table 10, after operating for 2 weeks, each system was sampled and tested as described above.
Notable, results obtained in an operating system confirm what was observed in the laboratory. For example, in control
System 2, amine-derived contaminants, bicine, formate, and THEED, each increased over the two weeks with bicine
increasing by 3,304 ppm, formates increasing by 415 ppm, and THEED increasing by 1,704 ppm. In contrast, in System
1 bicine increased by a mere 19 ppm, formate increased by 307 ppm, and THEED increased by only 323 ppm. It was
noted that the anions formed in System 1 were primarily formates with no appreciable amounts of other anions being found.

Table 9

Example 8 19 20 21 9

Amine solvent solution MEA MEA MEA MEA MEA

Amine Additive 0 DMAPA D-230 AEEA TEPA

Amine additive in solution, wt. % 0 0.2 0.2 0.2 0.2

After 7 days of testing

Formate, (ppm) 37,513 25,133 6,234 32,667 9,627

drop in total amine content, % 48% 29.0% 8.8% 38.2% 19.4%
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[0061] Thus, in response to the addition of the amine additive TEPA, both amine-derived contaminant formation and
amine degradation decreased in the amine solvent solution as compared to amine-additive free system. Amine additives
can thereby act as degradation inhibitors, amine-derived contaminant inhibitors, or both. When amine-derived contam-
inants do not build up and the amine in the solvent solution does not become depleted, the system operates more
efficiently, does not suffer from as much corrosion, and can be operated for a longer time period without the need of
adding fresh amine to the solvent solution. Thus, amine additives may also be corrosion inhibitors.
[0062] The above disclosed subject matter is to be considered illustrative, and not restrictive, and the appended claims
are intended to cover all such modifications, enhancements, and other embodiments, which fall within the true scope of
the present invention. Thus, to the maximum extent allowed by law, the scope of the present invention is to be determined
by the broadest permissible interpretation of the following claims and their equivalents, and shall not be restricted or
limited; by the foregoing detailed description.

Claims

1. A method for decreasing the presence of amine-derived contaminants, decreasing degradation of the amine in the
amine solvent solution, or both as compared to that which would have occurred in an amine additive-free amine
solvent solution liquid or gas, or both, the method consisting of:

- treating a liquid or gas feed stream with an amine solvent solution;
- adding amine additives N-(2-aminoethyl)-N’-{2-{(2-aminoethyl)amino}ethyl}-1,2-ethanediamine}, and 4-(2-
aminoethyl)-N-(2-aminoethyl)-N’-{2-{(2-aminoethyl)amino}ethyl}-1,2-ethandiamine) 1-(2-aminoethyl)-4-[(2-
aminoethyl)amino]ethyl]-piperazine), and 1-[2-[[2-[(2-aminoethtyl)amino]ethyl]-amino]ethyl]-piperazine to the
amine solvent solution, the liquid or gas feed stream, or both .

2. The method of claim 1 wherein decreasing the presence of an amine-derived contaminant includes decreasing the
presence of a heat stable salt, amine-derived degradation product, or both in an amine treating system such that
the amine solvent solution containing the amine additives can be regenerated and reused within the amine treating
system without requiring fresh amine to be added to replenish the amine solvent solution due to the formation of
amine-derived contaminants.

3. The method of claim 1 or 2 wherein adding the amine additives to the amine solvent solution, treated liquid or gas,
or both includes adding the amine additives to the amine solvent solution, treated liquid or gas, or both at any juncture
in the amine treating system.

4. The method of any of claims 1-3 wherein adding an amine additive includes adding the amine additive in an amount
of from 0.005% to 7% of the total composition of the amine solvent solution and the amine additive.

5. The method of any of claims 1-4 wherein treating a liquid or gas feed stream with an amine solvent solution includes
treating the liquid or gas feed stream with an amine solvent solution selected from one or more of: monoethanolamine,
diethanolamine, triethanolamine, dimethylethanolamine, N-methyldiethanolamine, monomethylethanolamine, 2-(2-
aminoethoxy)ethanol, aminoethylethanolamine, diisopropanolamine, piperazine, and derivatives thereof.

6. The method of any of claims 1-5 wherein decreasing the formation of amine-derived contaminants includes de-

Table 10

System 1 System 2

Example 22 23 24 25

Days 0 14 0 14

Amine solvent solution Blend MDEA and DEA

Amine additive, ppm 1,400 350 0 0

Bicine, ppm 29 48 3,516 6,820

Formate, ppm 119 426 419 834

THEED, ppm 112 435 2,846 4,550
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creasing the formation of amine-derived heat-stable salts, amine-derived degradation products, or both.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zur Verringerung der Anwesenheit von von Amin abgeleiteten Verunreinigungen, zur Verringerung des
Abbaus des Amins in der Aminlösungsmittel-Lösung oder von beiden im Vergleich zu dem, was in einer Aminadditiv-
freien Aminlösungsmittel-Lösung, Flüssigkeit oder Gas oder beiden, auftreten würde, wobei das Verfahren aus

- der Behandlung eines Flüssigkeits- oder Gasbeschickungsstroms mit einer Aminlösungsmittel-Lösung;
- der Zugabe von Aminadditiven N-(2-Aminoethyl)-N’-{2-{(2-aminoethyl)-amino}ethyl}-1,2-ethandiamin) und
4-(2-Aminoethyl)-N-(2-aminoethyl)-N’-{2-{(2-aminoethyl)amino}ethyl}-1,2-ethandiamin), 1-(2-aminoethyl)-
4-[(2-aminoethyl)amino]ethyl]-piperazin) und 1-[2-[[2-[(2-Aminoethyl)amino]-ethyl]amino]ethyl]-piperazin zu der
Aminlösungsmittel-Lösung, dem Flüssigkeits- oder Gasbeschickungsstrom oder beiden,

besteht.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Verringerung der Anwesenheit von einer von Amin abgeleiteten Verunreini-
gung die Verringerung der Anwesenheit eines wärmestabilen Salzes, eines von Amin abgeleiteten Abbauprodukts
oder von beiden in einem Aminbehandlungssystem beinhaltet, so dass die Aminlösungsmittel-Lösung enthaltend
die Aminadditive regeneriert und innerhalb des Aminbehandlungssystems wiederverwendet werden kann, ohne
dass die Zugabe von frischem Amin erforderlich ist, um die Aminlösungsmittel-Lösung aufgrund der Bildung von
von Amin abgeleiteten Verunreinigungen zu ergänzen.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei die Zugabe der Aminadditive zu der Aminlösungsmittel-Lösung, behan-
delten Flüssigkeit oder Gas oder beiden die Zugabe der Aminadditive zu der Aminlösungsmittel-Lösung, behandelten
Flüssigkeit oder Gas oder beiden an irgendeiner Stelle in dem Aminbehandlungssystem umfasst.

4. Verfahren nach irgendeinem der Ansprüche 1-3, wobei die Zugabe eines Aminadditivs die Zugabe des Aminadditivs
in einer Menge von 0,005% bis 7% der Gesamtzusammensetzung von der Aminlösungsmittel-Lösung und dem
Aminadditiv beinhaltet.

5. Verfahren nach irgendeinem der Ansprüche 1-4, wobei die Behandlung eines Flüssigkeits- oder Gasbeschickungs-
stroms mit einer Aminlösungsmittel-Lösung die Behandlung des Flüssigkeits- oder Gasbeschickungsstroms mit
einer Aminlösungsmittel-Lösung ausgewählt aus einem oder mehreren von: Monoethanolamin, Diethanolamin,
Triethanolamin, Dimethylethanolamin, N-Methyldiethanolamin, Monomethylethanolamin, 2-(2-Aminoethoxy)etha-
nol, Aminoethylethanolamin, Diisopropanolamin, Piperazin und Derivaten davon beinhaltet.

6. Verfahren nach irgendeinem der Ansprüche 1-5, wobei die Verringerung der Bildung von von Amin abgeleiteten
Verunreinigungen die Verringerung der Bildung von von Amin abgeleiteten wärmestabilen Salzen, von Amin abge-
leiteten Abbauprodukten oder von beiden beinhaltet.

Revendications

1. Procédé pour diminuer la présence de contaminants dérivés d’amines, diminuer la dégradation de l’amine dans la
solution d’amine dans un solvant, ou pour les deux diminutions, comparativement à ce qui se serait produit dans
une solution dans un solvant, un liquide ou un gaz, ou leur ensemble, à base d’amine, dépourvu d’additif du type
amine, le procédé consistant à :

- traiter un courant liquide ou gazeux d’alimentation avec une solution d’amine dans un solvant ;
- ajouter des additifs du type amine consistant en N-(2-aminoéthyl)-N’-{2-{(2-aminoéthyl)amino}éthyl}-1,2-étha-
ne-diamine) et 4-(2-aminoéthyl)-N-(2-aminoéthyl)-N’-{2-{(2-aminoéthyl)amino}éthyl}-1,2-éthanediamine) 1-(2-
aminoéthyl)-4-[(2-aminoéthyl)amino]éthyl]-pipérazine), et 1-[2-[[2-amino-éthyl)amino]éthyl]-amino]éthyl]-pipé-
razine au courant de solution dans un solvant, de liquide ou de gaz d’alimentation à base d’amine, ou de leur
ensemble.

2. Procédé suivant la revendication 1, dans lequel la diminution de la présence d’un contaminant dérivé d’amines
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comprend la diminution de la présence d’un sel thermostable, d’un produit de dégradation dérivé d’amine, ou des
deux, dans un système de traitement d’amines de telle sorte que la solution d’amine dans un solvant contenant les
additifs du type amine puisse être régénérée et réutilisée dans le système de traitement d’amines sans nécessiter
l’addition d’une quantité nouvelle d’amine pour renouveler la solution d’amine dans un solvant en raison de la
formation de contaminants dérivés d’amines.

3. Procédé suivant la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel l’addition des additifs du type amine à la solution dans un
solvant, au liquide ou au gaz traité à base d’amine, ou à l’ensemble comprend l’addition des additifs du type amine
à la solution dans un solvant, au liquide ou au gaz traité à base d’amine ou à l’ensemble à n’importe quelle jonction
dans le système de traitement d’amines.

4. Procédé suivant l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 3, dans lequel l’addition d’un additif du type amine comprend
l’addition de l’additif du type amine en une quantité de 0,005 % à 7 % de la composition totale de la solution d’amine
dans un solvant et de l’additif du type amine.

5. Procédé suivant l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 4, dans lequel le traitement d’un courant liquide ou gazeux
d’alimentation avec une solution d’amine dans un solvant comprend le traitement du courant liquide ou gazeux
d’alimentation avec une solution dans un solvant d’une ou plusieurs amines choisies entre : la monoéthanolamine,
la diéthanolamine, la triéthanolamine, la diméthyléthanolamine, la N-méthyldiéthanolamine, la monométhyléthano-
lamine, le 2-(2-aminoéthoxy)éthanol, l’aminoéthyléthanolamine, la diisopropanolamine, la pipérazine, et leurs déri-
vés.

6. Procédé suivant l’une quelconque des revendications 1 à 5, dans lequel la diminution de la formation de contaminants
dérivés d’amines comprend la diminution de la formation de sels thermostables dérivés d’amines, de produits de
dégradation dérivés d’amines, ou bien des deux.
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