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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present technology relates to a technical
field for a speaker device, and more particularly, to a
technical field for providing improved acoustic conver-
sion efficiency and improved sound quality by inhibiting
a magnetic fluid filled in a magnetic gap from flying off.
[0002] Some speaker devices have a ring-shaped
magnet, a yoke having a center pole portion and a plate
formed with a magnetic material. A voice coil wrapped
around a coil bobbin is held in a magnetic gap formed
between the center pole portion and plate. In such a
speaker device, when a current is passed through the
voice coil, the coil bobbin moves in the axial direction of
the center pole portion, thus producing a sound. JP 06
014 394 A discloses such a speaker.
[0003] Further, some of the above speaker devices
have an elastic damper formed in a ring shape. The inner
circumferential portion of the damper is connected to the
outer circumferential surface of the coil bobbin, with the
outer circumferential portion of the damper connected to
the frame serving as an enclosure. The damper has the
capability of holding the voice coil in a magnetic gap with-
out the same coil touching the plate when the coil bobbin
moves.
[0004] However, the damper accounts for a certain
percentage of the total weight of the speaker device.
Therefore, the speaker device is heavy because of the
damper, thus inhibiting the movement of the coil bobbin
and resulting in reduced acoustic conversion efficiency.
The damper accounts, for example, for about 15% to
20% of the total weight of the speaker device.
[0005] For this reason, a magnetic fluid is filled in a
given portion of some speaker devices rather than using
a damper, thus reducing the weight of the speaker device
and providing improved acoustic conversion efficiency
(refer, for example, to Japanese Patent Laid-Open Nos.
1996-79886 (Patent Document 1) and 2003-32791 (Pat-
ent Document 2)).
[0006] In the speaker device described in Patent Doc-
ument 1, a magnetic fluid is filled in a magnetic gap
formed between the center pole portion and plate, and a
voice coil wrapped around a coil bobbin is held in the
same magnetic gap.
[0007] In the speaker device described in Patent Doc-
ument 2, a shaft is attached to a center cap arranged on
the tip side of the coil bobbin. The tip of the shaft is in-
serted into a through hole formed in the center pole por-
tion via a bushing with a magnetic fluid filled between the
shaft and bushing. The magnetic fluid is filled where the
magnetic flux density is maximum in the center pole por-
tion.

SUMMARY

[0008] In the speaker device described in Patent Doc-

ument 1, however, the voice coil is held in the magnetic
gap with the magnetic fluid filled in the magnetic gap. As
a result, when the coil bobbin moves, the magnetic fluid
flies off from the magnetic gap, thus leading to a reduced
amount of the magnetic fluid filled in the magnetic gap
and hindering the stable production of a sound.
[0009] Further, in the speaker device described in Pat-
ent Document 1, the magnetic flux is agitated during the
movement of the coil bobbin, possibly producing an ab-
normal noise and resulting in poor sound quality.
[0010] In the speaker device described in Patent Doc-
ument 2, on the other hand, the magnetic fluid does not
readily fly off from the magnetic gap during the movement
of the coil bobbin because the magnetic fluid is filled
where the magnetic flux density is maximum in the center
pole portion.
[0011] However, because a shaft is provided, the
speaker device is heavy, thus inhibiting the movement
of the coil bobbin and resulting in reduced acoustic con-
version efficiency.
[0012] Further, the magnetic fluid is agitated as a result
of the movement of the shaft during the movement of the
coil bobbin, possibly producing an abnormal noise. This
may lead to distortion in the output sound, thus resulting
in reduced sound quality.
[0013] In light of the foregoing, it is desirable to sur-
mount the above problems and provide improved acous-
tic conversion efficiency and improved sound quality.
[0014] Various aspects and features of the invention
are defined in the appended claims.
[0015] Firstly, according to an embodiment of the
present technology, there is provided a speaker device
that includes a magnet, yoke, plate, coil bobbin, voice
coil, diaphragm and magnetic fluid. The magnet is formed
in a ring shape. The yoke has a center pole portion in-
serted in the center of the magnet. The plate is formed
in a ring shape and arranged on the outer circumferential
surface of the center pole portion of the yoke while being
attached to the magnet. The coil bobbin is formed in a
cylindrical shape and movable in the axial direction of
the center pole portion while being partially fitted on the
center pole portion of the yoke. The voice coil is wrapped
around the outer circumferential surface of the coil bob-
bin, and at least part of the same coil is arranged in a
magnetic gap formed between the plate and the center
pole portion of the yoke. The diaphragm has its inner
circumferential portion connected to the coil bobbin and
is vibrated as the coil bobbin moves. The magnetic fluid
is filled in the magnetic gap. A magnetic gradient is
formed that is adapted to change the magnetic force act-
ing on the magnetic fluid by changing the magnetic flux
density in the circumferential direction of the center pole
portion.
[0016] In the speaker device, therefore, the magnetic
fluid attempting to fly off from the magnetic gap is attract-
ed by the magnetic force in the area where the magnetic
gradient is formed.
[0017] Secondly, in the speaker device, it is preferred
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that a magnetic gradient should be formed that is adapted
to change the magnetic force acting on the magnetic fluid
by changing the magnetic flux density in the axial direc-
tion of the center pole portion.
[0018] If a magnetic gradient is formed that is adapted
to change the magnetic force acting on the magnetic fluid
by changing the magnetic flux density in the axial direc-
tion of the center pole portion, this ensures that the mag-
netic fluid attempting to fly off from the magnetic gap is
attracted by the magnetic force in the area where the
magnetic gradient is formed.
[0019] Thirdly, in the speaker device, it is preferred that
the lowest magnetic flux density in the circumferential
direction should be greater than half the highest magnetic
flux density in the axial direction.
[0020] If the lowest magnetic flux density in the circum-
ferential direction is greater than half the highest mag-
netic flux density in the axial direction, this ensures that
the magnetic fluid attempting to fly off from the magnetic
gap is readily attracted in the circumferential direction by
the magnetic force in the area where the magnetic gra-
dient is formed.
[0021] Fourthly, in the speaker device, it is preferred
that the saturated magnetic flux of the magnetic fluid
should be 30 mT to 40 mT, and that the viscosity thereof
should be 300 cp or less.
[0022] If the saturated magnetic flux of the magnetic
fluid is 30 mT to 40 mT, and if the viscosity thereof is 300
cp or less, this prevents the magnetic fluid from flying off
and ensures that the movement of the coil bobbin is not
readily inhibited by the magnetic fluid.
[0023] Fifthly, in the speaker device, it is preferred that
a magnetic flux change section adapted to form a mag-
netic gradient in the circumferential direction of the center
pole portion should be provided on the inner circumfer-
ential surface of the plate or the outer circumferential
surface of the center pole portion.
[0024] If the magnetic flux change section adapted to
form a magnetic gradient in the circumferential direction
of the center pole portion is provided on the inner circum-
ferential surface of the plate or the outer circumferential
surface of the center pole portion, this makes it easy to
form a magnetic gradient in a magnetic gap.
[0025] Sixthly, in the speaker device, it is preferred that
the plurality of magnetic flux change sections should be
provided to be spaced equidistantly from each other in
the circumferential direction.
[0026] If the plurality of magnetic flux change sections
are provided to be spaced equidistantly from each other
in the circumferential direction, this ensures symmetry
between the same sections.
[0027] Seventhly, in the speaker device, it is preferred
that a concave portion extending in the axial direction
should be formed as the magnetic flux change section.
[0028] If a concave portion extending in the axial di-
rection is formed as the magnetic flux change section,
this makes it easy to form the magnetic flux change sec-
tion.

[0029] Eighthly, in the speaker device, it is preferred
that the magnetic flux change section adapted to form a
magnetic gradient in the circumferential direction of the
center pole portion should be provided on each of the
inner circumferential surface of the plate and the outer
circumferential surface of the center pole portion.
[0030] If the magnetic flux change section adapted to
form a magnetic gradient in the circumferential direction
of the center pole portion is provided on each of the inner
circumferential surface of the plate and the outer circum-
ferential surface of the center pole portion, this makes it
easy to form a magnetic gradient in a magnetic gap while
at the same time ensuring a higher degree of freedom in
changing the magnetic flux density.
[0031] Ninthly, in the speaker device, it is preferred that
the plurality of magnetic flux change sections should be
provided to be spaced equidistantly from each other in
the circumferential direction.
[0032] If the plurality of magnetic flux change sections
are provided to be spaced equidistantly from each other
in the circumferential direction, this ensures symmetry
between the same sections.
[0033] Tenthly, in the speaker device, it is preferred
that the plurality of magnetic flux change sections pro-
vided on the inner circumferential surface of the plate
and the plurality of magnetic flux change sections pro-
vided on the outer circumferential surface of the center
pole portion should alternate in the circumferential direc-
tion.
[0034] If the plurality of magnetic flux change sections
provided on the inner circumferential surface of the plate
and the plurality of magnetic flux change sections pro-
vided on the outer circumferential surface of the center
pole portion alternate in the circumferential direction, this
ensures symmetry between the same sections.
[0035] Eleventhly, in the speaker device, it is preferred
that a concave portion extending in the axial direction
should be formed as the magnetic flux change section.
[0036] If a concave portion extending in the axial di-
rection is formed as the magnetic flux change section,
this makes it easy to form the magnetic flux change sec-
tion.
[0037] Twelfthly, in the speaker device, it is preferred
that a magnetic flux change section adapted to form a
magnetic gradient in the axial direction of the center pole
portion should be provided on the plate or center pole
portion.
[0038] If the magnetic flux change section adapted to
form a magnetic gradient in the axial direction of the cent-
er pole portion is provided on the plate or center pole
portion, this makes it easy to form a magnetic gradient
in the center pole portion.
[0039] Thirteenthly, in the speaker device, it is pre-
ferred that the tip of the center pole portion protruding in
the axial direction from the plate should be provided as
the magnetic flux change section.
[0040] If the tip of the center pole portion protruding in
the axial direction from the plate is provided as the mag-
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netic flux change section, this provides a simpler config-
uration of the magnetic flux change section.
[0041] Fourteenthly, in the speaker device, it is pre-
ferred that a sloping surface sloping with respect to the
axial direction should be formed on the surface of the
plate or center pole portion so that the area where the
sloping surface is formed is provided as the magnetic
flux change section.
[0042] If a sloping surface sloping with respect to the
axial direction is formed on the surface of the plate or
center pole portion so that the area where the sloping
surface is formed is provided as the magnetic flux change
section, this makes it easy to work on the magnetic flux
change section.
[0043] Fifteenthly, in the speaker device, it is preferred
that a curved surface should be formed on the surface
of the plate or center pole portion so that the area where
the curved surface is formed is provided as the magnetic
flux change section.
[0044] If a curved surface is formed on the surface of
the plate or center pole portion so that the area where
the curved surface is formed is provided as the magnetic
flux change section, this ensures a higher degree of free-
dom in changing the magnetic flux density.
[0045] Sixteenthly, in the speaker device, it is preferred
that the magnetic flux change section adapted to form a
magnetic gradient in the axial direction of the center pole
portion should be provided on each of the plate and cent-
er pole portion.
[0046] If the magnetic flux change section adapted to
form a magnetic gradient in the axial direction of the cent-
er pole portion is provided on each of the plate and center
pole portion, this makes it easy to form a magnetic gra-
dient in the axial direction of the center pole portion while
at the same time ensuring a higher degree of freedom in
changing the magnetic flux density.
[0047] Seventeenthly, in the speaker device, it is pre-
ferred that a sloping surface sloping with respect to the
axial direction should be formed on the surface of each
of the plate and center pole portion so that each of the
areas where the sloping surface is formed is provided as
the magnetic flux change section.
[0048] If a sloping surface sloping with respect to the
axial direction is formed on the surface of each of the
plate and center pole portion so that each of the areas
where the sloping surface is formed is provided as the
magnetic flux change section, this makes it easy to work
on the magnetic flux change section while at the same
time ensuring a higher degree of freedom in changing
the magnetic flux density.
[0049] Eighteenthly, in the speaker device, it is pre-
ferred that a curved surface should be formed on the
surface of each of the plate and center pole portion so
that each of the areas where the curved surface is formed
is provided as the magnetic flux change section.
[0050] If a curved surface is formed on the surface of
each of the plate and center pole portion so that each of
the areas where the curved surface is formed is provided

as the magnetic flux change section, this ensures a high-
er degree of freedom in changing the magnetic flux den-
sity.
[0051] Nineteenthly, in the speaker device, it is pre-
ferred that a plurality of leads should be provided for con-
nection to the voice coil, and that the plurality of leads
should be arranged symmetrically with respect to the
central axis of the coil bobbin.
[0052] If a plurality of leads are provided for connection
to the voice coil, and if the plurality of leads are arranged
symmetrically with respect to the central axis of the coil
bobbin, this inhibits the rolling phenomenon of the coil
bobbin.
[0053] Twentiethly, in the speaker device, it is pre-
ferred that a plurality of leads should be provided for con-
nection to the voice coil, and that at least one connecting
wire should be provided for connection to the coil bobbin,
and that the plurality of leads and connecting wire should
be arranged symmetrically with respect to the central axis
of the coil bobbin.
[0054] If a plurality of leads are provided for connection
to the voice coil, if at least one connecting wire is provided
for connection to the coil bobbin, and if the plurality of
leads and connecting wire are arranged symmetrically
with respect to the central axis of the coil bobbin, this
prevents the rolling phenomenon of the coil bobbin.
[0055] The speaker device according to the present
technology includes a magnet, yoke, plate, coil bobbin,
voice coil, diaphragm and magnetic fluid. The magnet is
formed in a ring shape. The yoke has a center pole portion
inserted in the center of the magnet. The plate is formed
in a ring shape and arranged on the outer circumferential
surface of the center pole portion of the yoke while being
attached to the magnet. The coil bobbin is formed in a
cylindrical shape and movable in the axial direction of
the center pole portion while being partially fitted on the
center pole portion of the yoke. The voice coil is wrapped
around the outer circumferential surface of the coil bob-
bin, and at least part of the same coil is arranged in a
magnetic gap formed between the plate and the center
pole portion of the yoke. The diaphragm has its inner
circumferential portion connected to the coil bobbin and
is vibrated as the coil bobbin moves. The magnetic fluid
is filled in the magnetic gap. A magnetic gradient is
formed that is adapted to change the magnetic force act-
ing on the magnetic fluid by changing the magnetic flux
density in the circumferential direction of the center pole
portion.
[0056] Therefore, the magnetic fluid does not fly off
from the magnetic gap during the movement of the coil
bobbin, and the amount of the magnetic fluid filled in the
magnetic gap does not decline. Further, the magnetic
fluid is not agitated. This contributes to improved acoustic
conversion efficiency and improved sound quality.
[0057] In an embodiment of the present technology, a
magnetic gradient is formed that is adapted to change
the magnetic force acting on the magnetic fluid by chang-
ing the magnetic flux density in the circumferential direc-
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tion of the center pole portion.
[0058] This contributes to further improved acoustic
conversion efficiency and further improved sound quality.
[0059] In another embodiment of the present technol-
ogy, the lowest magnetic flux density in the circumferen-
tial direction is greater than half the highest magnetic flux
density in the axial direction.
[0060] This ensures that the magnetic fluid attempting
to fly off from the magnetic gap is positively kept in the
magnetic gap during the movement of the coil bobbin,
positively preventing the magnetic fluid from flying off.
[0061] In still another embodiment of the present tech-
nology, the saturated magnetic flux of the magnetic fluid
is 30 mT to 40 mT, and the viscosity thereof is 300 cp or
less.
[0062] This prevents the magnetic fluid from flying off
and ensures that the movement of the coil bobbin is not
readily inhibited by the magnetic fluid, thus providing an
excellent reproduced sound output from the speaker de-
vice.
[0063] In still another embodiment of the present tech-
nology, the magnetic flux change section adapted to form
a magnetic gradient in the circumferential direction of the
center pole portion is provided on the inner circumferen-
tial surface of the plate or the outer circumferential sur-
face of the center pole portion.
[0064] This ensures that the plate and center pole por-
tion are not complicated in structure, thus contributing to
improved acoustic conversion efficiency and improved
sound quality in addition to achieving simplification in
structure.
[0065] In still another embodiment of the present tech-
nology, the plurality of magnetic flux change sections are
provided to be spaced equidistantly from each other in
the circumferential direction.
[0066] This provides an excellent magnetic balance
thanks to the symmetrical arrangement of the magnetic
flux change sections, thus allowing for smooth movement
of the coil bobbin.
[0067] In still another embodiment of the present tech-
nology, a concave portion extending in the axial direction
is formed as the magnetic flux change section.
[0068] This makes it easy to form the magnetic flux
change section and keeps the outer diameter of the
speaker device unchanged, thus contributing to down-
sizing of the speaker device.
[0069] In still another embodiment of the present tech-
nology, the magnetic flux change section adapted to form
a magnetic gradient in the circumferential direction of the
center pole portion is provided on each of the inner cir-
cumferential surface of the plate and the outer circum-
ferential surface of the center pole portion.
[0070] This ensures a higher degree of freedom in
changing the magnetic flux density, thus contributing to
improved degree of freedom in design.
[0071] In still another embodiment of the present tech-
nology, the plurality of magnetic flux change sections are
provided to be spaced equidistantly from each other in

the circumferential direction.
[0072] This provides an excellent magnetic balance
thanks to the symmetrical arrangement of the magnetic
flux change sections, thus allowing for smooth movement
of the coil bobbin.
[0073] In still another embodiment of the present tech-
nology, the plurality of magnetic flux change sections pro-
vided on the inner circumferential surface of the plate
and the plurality of magnetic flux change sections pro-
vided on the outer circumferential surface of the center
pole portion alternate in the circumferential direction.
[0074] This provides an excellent magnetic balance
thanks to the symmetrical arrangement of the magnetic
flux change sections, thus allowing for smooth movement
of the coil bobbin.
[0075] In still another embodiment of the present tech-
nology, a concave portion extending in the axial direction
is formed as the magnetic flux change section.
[0076] This makes it easy to form the magnetic flux
change section and keeps the outer diameter of the
speaker device unchanged, thus contributing to down-
sizing of the speaker device.
[0077] In still another embodiment of the present tech-
nology, the magnetic flux change section adapted to form
a magnetic gradient in the axial direction of the center
pole portion is provided on the plate or center pole por-
tion.
[0078] This ensures that the plate or center pole portion
is not complicated in structure, thus contributing to im-
proved acoustic conversion efficiency and improved
sound quality in addition to achieving simplification in
structure.
[0079] In still another embodiment of the present tech-
nology, the tip of the center pole portion protruding in the
axial direction from the plate is provided as the magnetic
flux change section.
[0080] This makes it easy to provide the magnetic flux
change section.
[0081] In still another embodiment of the present tech-
nology, a sloping surface sloping with respect to the axial
direction is formed on the surface of the plate or center
pole portion so that the area where the sloping surface
is formed is provided as the magnetic flux change section.
[0082] This makes it easy to work on the magnetic flux
change section, thus allowing formation of a magnetic
gradient with ease.
[0083] In still another embodiment of the present tech-
nology, a curved surface is formed on the surface of the
plate or center pole portion so that the area where the
curved surface is formed is provided as the magnetic flux
change section.
[0084] This makes it easy to form a desired magnetic
gradient.
[0085] In still another embodiment of the present tech-
nology, the magnetic flux change section adapted to form
a magnetic gradient in the axial direction of the center
pole portion is provided on each of the plate and center
pole portion.
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[0086] This ensures a higher degree of freedom in
changing the magnetic flux density, thus contributing to
improved degree of freedom in design.
[0087] In still another embodiment of the present tech-
nology, a sloping surface sloping with respect to the axial
direction is formed on the surface of each of the plate
and center pole portion so that each of the areas where
the sloping surface is formed is provided as the magnetic
flux change section.
[0088] This makes it easy to work on the magnetic flux
change section, thus allowing formation of a magnetic
gradient with ease.
[0089] In still another embodiment of the present tech-
nology, a curved surface is formed on the surface of each
of the plate and center pole portion so that each of the
areas where the curved surface is formed is provided as
the magnetic flux change section.
[0090] This makes it easy to form a desired magnetic
gradient.
[0091] In still another embodiment of the present tech-
nology, a plurality of leads are provided for connection
to the voice coil, and the plurality of leads are arranged
symmetrically with respect to the central axis of the coil
bobbin.
[0092] This inhibits the rolling phenomenon of the coil
bobbin, thus contributing to improved quality of the output
sound.
[0093] In still another embodiment of the present tech-
nology, a plurality of leads are provided for connection
to the voice coil. Further, at least one connecting wire is
provided for connection to the coil bobbin. Still further,
the plurality of leads and connecting wire are arranged
symmetrically with respect to the central axis of the coil
bobbin.
[0094] This prevents the rolling phenomenon of the coil
bobbin, thus contributing to further improved quality of
the output sound.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0095] Embodiments of the invention will now be de-
scribed with reference to the enclosed drawings through-
out which like references denote like parts and in which

Fig. 1 illustrates, together with Figs. 2 to 30, a pre-
ferred embodiment of a speaker device according to
the present technology and is a block diagram illus-
trating the connection of the speaker device;
Fig. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of the speaker
device;
Fig. 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the
speaker device;
Fig. 4 is an enlarged front view illustrating that a mag-
netic fluid is filled in a magnetic gap;
Fig. 5 is an enlarged front view illustrating a plate
and center pole portion each having triangular mag-
netic flux change sections with the magnetic fluid
filled in the magnetic gap;

Fig. 6 is an enlarged front view illustrating the plate
and center pole portion each having rectangular
magnetic flux change sections with the magnetic flu-
id filled in the magnetic gap;
Fig. 7 is a schematic enlarged front view illustrating
a coil bobbin and leads;
Fig. 8 is a graph illustrating the magnetic flux density
in the circumferential direction of the magnetic gap;
Fig. 9 is a graph illustrating the magnetic flux density
in the axial direction of the magnetic gap;
Fig. 10 is a schematic enlarged perspective view il-
lustrating that part of the magnetic fluid is attracted
to the side of the magnetic flux change section adapt-
ed to form a magnetic gradient by changing the mag-
netic flux density in the circumferential direction dur-
ing the movement of the coil bobbin;
Fig. 11 is a schematic enlarged perspective view il-
lustrating that part of the magnetic fluid is attracted
to the side of the magnetic flux change section adapt-
ed to form a magnetic gradient by changing the mag-
netic flux density in the axial direction during the
movement of the coil bobbin;
Fig. 12 is a graph illustrating measurement data
about the relationship between the frequency and
sound pressure level of a speaker device according
to related art with a damper and a speaker device
with no damper and with the magnetic fluid filled
therein;
Fig. 13 is graphs illustrating measurement data
about the relationship between the time and frequen-
cy to describe the action of the magnetic flux change
section adapted to change the magnetic flux density
in the circumferential direction;
Fig. 14 is graphs illustrating measurement data
about the relationship between the time and frequen-
cy to describe the action of the arrangement of the
leads;
Fig. 15 illustrates, together with Figs. 16 to 18, mod-
ification examples of the magnetic flux change sec-
tion adapted to form a magnetic gradient in the cir-
cumferential direction, and is an enlarged front view
illustrating a first modification example;
Fig. 16 is an enlarged front view illustrating a second
modification example;
Fig. 17 is an enlarged front view illustrating a third
modification example;
Fig. 18 is an enlarged front view illustrating a fourth
modification example;
Fig. 19 illustrates, together with Figs. 20 to 25, mod-
ification examples of the magnetic flux change sec-
tion adapted to form a magnetic gradient in the axial
direction, and is an enlarged cross-sectional view
illustrating a first modification example;
Fig. 20 is an enlarged cross-sectional view illustrat-
ing a second modification example;
Fig. 21 is an enlarged cross-sectional view illustrat-
ing a third modification example;
Fig. 22 is an enlarged cross-sectional view illustrat-
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ing a fourth modification example;
Fig. 23 is an enlarged cross-sectional view illustrat-
ing a fifth modification example;
Fig. 24 is an enlarged cross-sectional view illustrat-
ing a sixth modification example;
Fig. 25 is an enlarged cross-sectional view illustrat-
ing a seventh modification example;
Fig. 26 illustrates, together with Figs. 27 to 30, mod-
ification examples of the arrangement of the leads
or other wires with respect to the coil bobbin, and is
an enlarged front view illustrating a first modification
example;
Fig. 27 is an enlarged front view illustrating a second
modification example;
Fig. 28 is an enlarged front view illustrating a third
modification example;
Fig. 29 is an enlarged front view illustrating a fourth
modification example; and
Fig. 30 is an enlarged front view illustrating a fifth
modification example.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENT

[0096] A description will be given below of the preferred
embodiment of the speaker device according to the
present technology with reference to the accompanying
drawings.
[0097] In the description given below, the vertical, lon-
gitudinal and horizontal directions are shown assuming
that the speaker device faces forward.
[0098] It should be noted that the vertical, longitudinal
and horizontal directions are shown for reasons of con-
venience, and that the present technology is not limited
to these directions.

[Overall Configuration]

[0099] A speaker device 1 has, for example, the capa-
bility of outputting a sound output from an audio signal
output section 50 such as digital music player (DMP) or
disc player via an amplifier 60 (refer to Fig. 1).
[0100] The sound output from the audio signal output
section 50 is amplified by the amplifier 60 and output from
the speaker device 1. The same device 1 outputs a sound
proportional to the drive voltage or current.

[Specific Configuration of Speaker Device]

[0101] The speaker device 1 has a frame 2 that serves
as an enclosure (refer to Figs. 2 and 3). The same device
1 is, for example, a woofer adapted to output low-pitched
sounds.
[0102] The frame 2 has a cylindrical portion 3, attach-
ment section 4 and connecting section 5. The cylindrical
portion 3 is formed in an approximately cylindrical shape.
The attachment section 4 projects outward from the front
edge of the cylindrical portion 3. The connecting section

5 projects inward from the rear edge of the cylindrical
portion 3.
[0103] A plurality of connecting holes 3a are formed in
the cylindrical portion 3 to be spaced equidistantly from
each other in the circumferential direction. Terminals 6
are attached to the cylindrical portion 3 at the opposite
positions 180 degrees apart from each other in the cir-
cumferential direction. The terminals 6, provided as con-
necting sections for connection to the amplifier 60, each
have a terminal section 6a.
[0104] A plate 7 made of a magnetic material is at-
tached to the rear surface of the connecting section 5 of
the frame 2. The plate is formed thin in an approximately
annular shape. For example, three concave portions are
formed on the inner circumferential surface of the plate
7 to be spaced equidistantly from each other in the cir-
cumferential direction. These concave portions are re-
spectively formed as magnetic flux change sections 7a
(refer to Fig. 4). Each of the magnetic flux change sec-
tions 7a is formed to extend in the longitudinal direction.
The cross-sectional shape of each of the magnetic flux
change sections 7a perpendicular to the axial direction
is, for example, approximately semicircular. However,
the magnetic flux change sections 7a may have other
cross-sectional shape such as triangular (refer to Fig. 5)
or rectangular (refer to Fig. 6).
[0105] A magnet 8 formed in an annular shape is at-
tached to the rear surface of the plate 7 (refer to Figs. 2
and 3).
[0106] A yoke 9 is attached to the rear surface of the
magnet 8. The yoke 9 includes a base surface portion
10 and center pole portion 11 that are formed integrally
with each other. The base surface portion 10 is in the
shape of a disk. The center pole portion 11 protrudes
forward from the center of the base surface portion 10
and has, for example, a cylindrical shape. The yoke 9
has the front surface of the base surface portion 10 at-
tached to the magnet 8.
[0107] The plate 7, magnet 8 and yoke 9 are coupled
together with their central axes aligned. The yoke 9 is
arranged, for example, in such a manner that the front
end of the center pole portion 11 protrudes forward from
the plate 7. The space between the plate 7 and center
pole portion 11 is formed as a magnetic gap 13 (refer to
Figs. 3 and 4). The front end of the center pole portion
11 is provided as a magnetic flux change section 12.
[0108] A coil bobbin 14 is supported by the center pole
portion 11 of the yoke 9 in such a manner that the coil
bobbin 14 is movable in the axial direction of the center
pole portion 11. The coil bobbin 14 is formed in a cylin-
drical shape, and a voice coil 15 is wrapped around the
outer circumferential surface on the rear side of the coil
bobbin 14. At least part of the voice coil 15 is located in
the magnetic gap 13. The plate 7, magnet 8 and yoke 9
form a magnetic circuit as a result of the fact that the
voice coil 15 is located in the magnetic gap 13.
[0109] A magnetic fluid 16 is filled in the magnetic gap
13. The same fluid 16 is prepared by dispersing magnetic
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substance fine particles in water or oil using a surfactant.
The saturated magnetic flux of the magnetic fluid 16 is
30 mT to 40 mT, and the viscosity thereof is 300 cp
(centipoise) (=3Pa·s(pascal-second)) or less.
[0110] Each end of the voice coil 15 is connected to
the terminal section 6a of one of the terminals 6 by a lead
17. The leads 17 are attached to the coil bobbin 14 while
being arranged symmetrically with respect to a central
axis P of the coil bobbin 14 (refer to Fig. 7). The leads
17 are arranged, for example, linearly.
[0111] It should be noted that the number of the leads
17 is arbitrary so long as there are the two or more leads
17. Therefore, there may be the three or more leads 17.
[0112] A ring-shaped diaphragm 18 is arranged on the
front end side of the frame 2 (refer to Figs. 2 and 3). The
diaphragm 18 has its outer circumferential edge attached
to the attachment section 4 of the frame 2 and its inner
circumferential edge attached to the front end of the coil
bobbin 14. Therefore, the diaphragm 18 is vibrated about
its outer circumferential portion as a pivot as the coil bob-
bin 14 moves in the axial direction.
[0113] A center cap 19 is attached to the inner circum-
ferential portion of the diaphragm 18, and the coil bobbin
14 is closed from the front by the center cap 19.
[0114] In the speaker device 1, the magnetic flux
change sections 7a are formed on the plate 7 as de-
scribed above (refer to Fig. 4). The magnetic flux change
sections 7a of the plate 7 have the capability of forming
magnetic gradients Sa adapted to change the magnetic
force acting on the magnetic fluid 16 by changing the
magnetic flux density of the magnetic gap in the circum-
ferential direction (refer to Fig. 8). Therefore, the mag-
netic fluid 16 filled in the magnetic gap 13 is held in the
areas with a high magnetic flux density. A cavity 13a is
formed between the outer circumferential surface of the
center pole portion 11 and the inner circumferential sur-
face of the plate 7 in each of the areas where the magnetic
flux change section 7a is formed (refer to Fig. 4).
[0115] Fig. 8 is a graph illustrating the magnetic flux
density in the circumferential direction of the magnetic
gap 13. As illustrated in Fig. 8, the magnetic gradient
(sloping portion) Sa is formed by each of the magnetic
flux change sections 7a in each of the areas where one
of the magnetic flux change sections 7a of the plate 7 is
formed. In these areas, the magnetic force is smaller than
in other areas. The magnetic gradient Sa changes the
magnetic flux density in such a manner that although
there is a magnetic force, the closer to the center of the
magnetic flux change section 7a, the smaller the mag-
netic force.
[0116] Further, in the speaker device 1, the magnetic
flux change section 12 is formed in the center pole portion
11 of the yoke 9 as described above (refer to Fig. 3). The
magnetic flux change section 12 of the center pole portion
11 has the capability of forming a magnetic gradient Sb
adapted to change the magnetic force acting on the mag-
netic fluid 16 by changing the magnetic flux density in
the axial direction, that is, in the direction in which the

coil bobbin 14 moves (refer to Fig. 9).
[0117] Fig. 9 is a graph illustrating the magnetic flux
density in the axial direction. As illustrated in Fig. 9, the
magnetic gradient (sloping portion) Sb is formed by the
magnetic flux change section 12 in the area where the
magnetic flux change section 12 of the center pole portion
11 is formed. In this area, the magnetic force is smaller
than in the area opposed to the plate 7. The magnetic
gradient Sb changes the magnetic flux density in such a
manner that although there is a magnetic force, the far-
ther away from the plate 7, the smaller the magnetic force.
[0118] It should be noted that, in the speaker device
1, a minimum magnetic flux density Samin in the circum-
ferential direction (refer to Fig. 8) is greater than a value
Sbmid which is half a highest magnetic flux density Sb-
max in the axial direction (refer to Fig. 9).

[Operation of Speaker Device]

[0119] In the speaker device 1 configured as described
above, when a drive voltage or current is supplied to the
voice coil 15, the magnetic circuit produces a thrust, al-
lowing the coil bobbin 14 to move in the longitudinal di-
rection (axial direction). As the coil bobbin 14 moves, the
diaphragm 18 vibrates. At this time, a sound proportional
to the voltage or current is output. That is, a sound output
from the audio signal output section 50 and amplified by
the amplifier 60 is output.
[0120] During sound output, a force is applied to the
magnetic fluid 16 filled in the magnetic gap 13 to cause
it to fly off as the coil bobbin 14 moves. In the speaker
device 1, however, the magnetic gradients Sa adapted
to change the magnetic force acting on the magnetic fluid
16 are formed by the magnetic flux change sections 7a
in the circumferential direction. Further, the minimum
magnetic flux density Samin in the circumferential direc-
tion is greater than the value Sbmid which is half the
highest magnetic flux density Sbmax in the axial direc-
tion.
[0121] Therefore, part 16a of the magnetic flux 16 at-
tempting to fly off in the axial or circumferential direction
is attracted from the cavity 13a, i.e., an area with a mag-
netic force where the magnetic gradient Sa is formed, to
the magnetic gap 13 as illustrated in Fig. 10, thus inhib-
iting the magnetic fluid from flying off.
[0122] Further, part 16b of the magnetic flux 16 at-
tempting to fly off in the axial direction is attracted from
an area with a magnetic force where the magnetic gra-
dient Sb is formed, to the magnetic gap 13 as illustrated
in Fig. 11, thus inhibiting the magnetic fluid from flying off.
[0123] Still further, in the speaker device 1, the leads
17 are attached to the coil bobbin 14 symmetrically with
respect to the central axis P of the coil bobbin 14 as de-
scribed above (refer to Fig. 7). Therefore, tensions that
are approximately 180 degrees apart, that is, that act in
the approximately opposite directions are applied to the
coil bobbin 14 by the leads 17, making the rolling phe-
nomenon, i.e., a phenomenon causing the coil bobbin 14
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to tilt in the direction in which the axis falls, unlikely.

[Measurement Data Relating to Speaker Device]

[0124] A description will be given below of measure-
ment data relating to the speaker device 1 (refer to Figs.
12 to 14).
[0125] A description will be given first of measurement
data of the sound pressure level (refer to Fig. 12). Fig.
12 is a graph illustrating measurement data about the
relationship between the frequency and sound pressure
level of a speaker device according to related art with a
damper and the speaker device 1 with no damper and
with the magnetic fluid 16 filled therein.
[0126] As illustrated in Fig. 12, the speaker device 1
with no damper and with the magnetic fluid 16 filled there-
in offers enhanced acoustic conversion efficiency, thus
providing about 2.1 dB improvement in sound pressure
level. Among factors responsible for the improved sound
pressure level are firstly reduced inhibition of the move-
ment of the coil bobbin 14 by the damper, secondly im-
proved acoustic conversion efficiency made possible by
the reduction in weight of the speaker device 1 thanks to
the absence of a damper, thirdly improved acoustic con-
version efficiency made possible by the reduction in
weight of the speaker device 1 as a result of downsizing
of the coil bobbin 14 because the portion for attaching a
damper is not necessary thanks to the absence of a
damper.
[0127] A description will be given next of measurement
data relating to the occurrence of an abnormal noise in
the presence and absence of magnetic flux change sec-
tions (refer to Fig. 13). The diagram at the top in Fig. 13
is a graph illustrating measurement data showing the re-
lationship between time and frequency for a speaker de-
vice according to related art. Although having the mag-
netic fluid 16 filled therein, the speaker device has no
magnetic flux change sections adapted to change the
magnetic flux density in the circumferential direction. The
diagram at the bottom in Fig. 13 is a graph illustrating
measurement data showing the relationship between
time and frequency for the speaker device 1. The same
device 1 has a magnetic fluid filled in the magnetic gap
and has the magnetic flux change sections 7a adapted
to change the magnetic flux density in the circumferential
direction formed therein.
[0128] As illustrated in Fig. 13, the magnetic fluid is
agitated by the voice coil during the movement of the coil
bobbin in the speaker device according to related art,
thus producing an abnormal noise (see inside the circle
drawn with a dashed line in the diagram at the top) that
distorts the output sound (reproduced sound).
[0129] In the speaker device 1 having the magnetic
flux change sections 7a formed therein, on the other
hand, the magnetic fluid 16 is held in the areas other than
the cavities 13a, thus restricting the area in which the
magnetic fluid 16 flows during the movement of the coil
bobbin. This makes the agitation of the magnetic flux

unlikely, thus making it unlikely that an abnormal noise
that distorts the output sound may be produced (see in-
side the circle drawn with a dashed line in the diagram
at the bottom). Therefore, it is possible to inhibit the ag-
itation of the magnetic fluid 16 by forming the magnetic
flux change sections 7a on the plate 7, thus contributing
to improved quality of the output sound.
[0130] A description will be given next of measurement
data relating to the occurrence of an abnormal noise de-
pending on the arrangement of leads (refer to Fig. 14).
The diagram at the top in Fig. 14 is a graph illustrating
measurement data showing the relationship between
time and frequency for a speaker device according to
related art. The speaker device has two leads connected
to the coil bobbin in the same direction. The diagram at
the bottom in Fig. 14 is a graph illustrating measurement
data showing the relationship between time and frequen-
cy for the speaker device 1. The same device 1 has the
three leads 17 connected to the coil bobbin 14 and ar-
ranged in such a manner to be 120 degrees apart from
one another in the circumferential direction.
[0131] As illustrated in Fig. 14, tensions are applied to
the coil bobbin in the same direction during the movement
of the coil bobbin in the speaker device according to re-
lated art in which the two leads are connected to the coil
bobbin in the same direction, thus resulting in the rolling
phenomenon and producing an abnormal noise that dis-
torts the output sound (see inside the ellipse drawn with
a dashed line in the diagram at the top).
[0132] In the speaker device 1 having the three leads
17 connected in a symmetric manner, on the other hand,
tensions of the same magnitude are applied to the coil
bobbin 14 by the leads 17 in the same direction during
the movement of the coil bobbin 14, thus eliminating the
rolling phenomenon and making it unlikely that an abnor-
mal noise that distorts the output sound may be produced
(see inside the ellipse drawn with a dashed line in the
diagram at the bottom). Therefore, it is possible to inhibit
the rolling phenomenon by arranging the leads 17 sym-
metrically with respect to the central axis P of the coil
bobbin 14, thus contributing to improved quality of the
output sound.

[Modification Examples 1]

[0133] A description will be given below of modification
examples of the magnetic flux change sections adapted
to form magnetic gradients in the circumferential direction
of the center pole portion of the yoke (refer to Figs. 15 to
18).
[0134] It should be noted that the magnetic flux change
sections according to the modification examples shown
below are formed on the plate or the center pole portion
of the yoke. In the description given below, only the dif-
ferences from the plate 7 and center pole portion 11 will
be described below. The plate or center pole portion sim-
ilar to that of the speaker device 1 described above will
be denoted by the same reference numeral, and the de-
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scription thereof will be omitted.

<First Modification Example>

[0135] For example, six concave portions are formed
to be spaced equidistantly from each other in the circum-
ferential direction on the inner circumferential surface of
the plate 7. Each of these concave portions is formed as
the magnetic flux change section 7a according to the first
modification example (refer to Fig. 15). Each of the mag-
netic flux change sections 7a is formed to extend in the
longitudinal direction.
[0136] It should be noted that the number of the mag-
netic flux change sections 7a is arbitrary. Therefore, there
may be the two or less magnetic flux change sections
7a. Alternatively, there may be the four or more magnetic
flux change sections 7a.
[0137] Further, the cross-sectional shape of each of
the magnetic flux change sections 7a perpendicular to
the axial direction is, for example, approximately semi-
circular. However, the magnetic flux change sections 7a
may have other cross-sectional shape such as triangular
or rectangular.

<Second Modification Example>

[0138] For example, three concave portions are
formed to be spaced equidistantly from each other in the
circumferential direction on the outer circumferential sur-
face of the center pole portion 11A. Each of these con-
cave portions is formed as a magnetic flux change section
11a according to the second modification example (refer
to Fig. 16). Each of the magnetic flux change sections
11a is formed to extend in the longitudinal direction. No
magnetic flux change sections are formed on a plate 7B.
[0139] The cross-sectional shape of each of the mag-
netic flux change sections 11a perpendicular to the axial
direction is, for example, approximately semicircular.
However, the magnetic flux change sections 11a may
have other cross-sectional shape such as triangular or
rectangular.

<Third Modification Example>

[0140] For example, six concave portions are formed
to be spaced equidistantly from each other in the circum-
ferential direction on the outer circumferential surface of
a center pole portion 11B. Each of these concave portions
is formed as the magnetic flux change section 11a ac-
cording to the third modification example (refer to Fig.
17). Each of the magnetic flux change sections 11a is
formed to extend in the longitudinal direction. No mag-
netic flux change sections are formed on the plate 7B.
[0141] It should be noted that the number of the mag-
netic flux change sections 11a is arbitrary. Therefore,
there may be the two or less magnetic flux change sec-
tions 11a. Alternatively, there may be the four or more
magnetic flux change sections 11a.

[0142] Further, the cross-sectional shape of each of
the magnetic flux change sections 11a perpendicular to
the axial direction is, for example, approximately semi-
circular. However, the magnetic flux change sections 11a
may have other cross-sectional shape such as triangular
or rectangular.

<Fourth Modification Example>

[0143] In the fourth modification example, the plate 7
and a center pole portion 11A are used in combination
to form magnetic flux change sections. The magnetic flux
change sections 7a are provided that are formed to be
spaced equidistantly from each other in the circumferen-
tial direction. Also, the magnetic flux change sections 11a
are provided that are formed to be spaced equidistantly
from each other in the circumferential direction (refer to
Fig. 18). The magnetic flux change sections 7a and 11a
alternate in the circumferential direction.
[0144] It should be noted that the number of the mag-
netic flux change sections 7a or 11a is arbitrary. There-
fore, there may be the two or less magnetic flux change
sections 7a or 11a. Alternatively, there may be the four
or more magnetic flux change sections 7a or 11a.
[0145] Further, the cross-sectional shape of each of
the magnetic flux change sections 7a and 11a perpen-
dicular to the axial direction is, for example, approximate-
ly semicircular. However, the magnetic flux change sec-
tions 7a and 11a may have other cross-sectional shape
such as triangular or rectangular.
[0146] As described above, the magnetic flux change
sections 7a and 11a are formed respectively on the plate
7 and center pole portion 11A. This ensures a higher
degree of freedom in changing the magnetic flux density,
thus contributing to improved degree of freedom in de-
sign.
[0147] Further, the magnetic flux change sections 7a
formed on the plate 7 and the magnetic flux change sec-
tions 11a formed on the center pole portion 11A alternate
in the circumferential direction. This provides an excellent
magnetic balance thanks to the symmetrical arrange-
ment of the magnetic flux change sections 7a and 11a,
thus allowing for smooth movement of the coil bobbin 14.

[Conclusion of Magnetic Flux Change Sections Adapted 
to Form Magnetic Gradients in Circumferential Direction]

[0148] As described above, the plurality of magnetic
flux change sections 7a or 11a are provided to be spaced
equidistantly from each other in the circumferential direc-
tion. This provides an excellent magnetic balance thanks
to the symmetrical arrangement of the magnetic flux
change sections 7a or 11a, thus allowing for smooth
movement of the coil bobbin 14.
[0149] Further, concave portions extending in the axial
direction are formed as the magnetic flux change sec-
tions 7a and 11a. This makes it easy to form the magnetic
flux change sections 7a and 11a and keeps the outer
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diameter of the speaker device 1 unchanged, thus con-
tributing to downsizing of the speaker device 1.

[Modification Examples 2]

[0150] A description will be given next of modification
examples of the magnetic flux change section adapted
to form a magnetic gradient in the axial direction of the
center pole portion of the yoke (refer to Figs. 19 to 25).
[0151] It should be noted that the magnetic flux change
sections according to the modification examples shown
below are formed on the plate or the center pole portion
of the yoke. In the description given below, only the dif-
ferences from the plate 7 and center pole portion 11 will
be described below. The plate or center pole portion sim-
ilar to that of the speaker device 1 described above will
be denoted by the same reference numeral, and the de-
scription thereof will be omitted.

<First Modification Example>

[0152] A yoke 9A is arranged in such a manner that
the front end of the center pole portion 11A protrudes
forward from the plate 7. The front end of the center pole
portion 11A is provided as a magnetic flux change section
12A according to the first modification example (refer to
Fig. 19). The magnetic flux change section 12A is formed
in such a manner that the diameter thereof diminishes
toward the front. The outer circumferential surface there-
of is a sloping surface 12a.

<Second Modification Example>

[0153] A yoke 9B is arranged in such a manner that
the front end of the center pole portion 11B protrudes
forward from the plate 7. The front end of the center pole
portion 11B is provided as a magnetic flux change section
12B according to the second modification example (refer
to Fig. 20). The magnetic flux change section 12B is
formed in such a manner that the diameter thereof dimin-
ishes toward the front. The outer circumferential surface
thereof is a curved surface 12b.

<Third Modification Example>

[0154] The yoke 9 is arranged in such a manner that
the front surface of the center pole portion 11 is located
between the front and rear surfaces of the plate 7 (refer
to Fig. 21). Therefore, the front end of the plate 7 is lo-
cated forward of the front surface of the center pole por-
tion 11. The front end of the plate 7 is provided as a
magnetic flux change section 12C according to the third
modification example.

<Fourth Modification Example>

[0155] The yoke 9 is arranged in such a manner that
the front edge of the center pole portion 11 is located

between the front and rear surfaces of a plate 7D (refer
to Fig. 22). Therefore, the front end of the plate 7D is
located forward of the front surface of the center pole
portion 11. The front end of the plate 7D is provided as
a magnetic flux change section 12D according to the
fourth modification example. The magnetic flux change
section 12D is formed in such a manner that the diameter
thereof diminishes toward the front. The inner circumfer-
ential surface thereof is a sloping surface 12d.

<Fifth Modification Example>

[0156] The yoke 9 is arranged in such a manner that
the front edge of the center pole portion 11 is located
between the front and rear surfaces of a plate 7E (refer
to Fig. 23). Therefore, the front end of the plate 7E is
located forward of the front surface of the center pole
portion 11. The front end of the plate 7E is provided as
a magnetic flux change section 12E according to the fifth
modification example. The magnetic flux change section
12E is formed in such a manner that the diameter thereof
diminishes toward the front. The inner circumferential
surface thereof is a sloping surface 12e.

<Sixth Modification Example>

[0157] In the sixth modification example, the yoke 9A
and plate 7D are used in combination to form magnetic
flux change sections. The front surface of the center pole
portion 11A is located on the same plane as that of the
plate 7D. The magnetic flux change sections 12A and
12D are provided (refer to Fig. 24).

<Seventh Modification Example>

[0158] In the seventh modification example, the yoke
9B and plate 7E are used in combination to form magnetic
flux change sections. The front surface of the center pole
portion 11B is located on the same plane as that of the
plate 7E. The magnetic flux change sections 12B and
12E are provided (refer to Fig. 25).
[0159] If the magnetic flux change sections 12A and
12B are provided respectively on the center pole portions
11A and 11B, and if the magnetic flux change sections
12D and 12E are provided respectively on the plates 7D
and 7E as in the sixth and seventh modification exam-
ples, this ensures a higher degree of freedom in changing
the magnetic flux density, thus contributing to improved
degree of freedom in design.

[Conclusion of Magnetic Flux Change Sections Adapted 
to Form Magnetic Gradients in Axial Direction]

[0160] If the sloping surface 12a or 12d is formed, and
if the portion with the sloping surface 12a or 12d is used
as the magnetic flux change section 12A or 12D as in
the first, fourth or sixth modification example described
above, this makes it easy to work on the magnetic flux

19 20 



EP 2 563 042 B1

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

change section 12A or 12D and form a magnetic gradient.
[0161] Further, if the curved surface 12b or 12e is
formed, and if the portion with the curved surface 12b or
12e is used as the magnetic flux change section 12B or
12E as in the second, fifth or seventh modification exam-
ple described above, this makes it easy to form a desired
magnetic gradient.

[Modification Examples 3]

[0162] A description will be given next of modification
examples of the arrangement of leads or other wires with
respect to the coil bobbin (refer to Figs. 26 to 30).
[0163] It should be noted that only the leads or other
wires will be described in the modification examples giv-
en below. The coil bobbin around which the voice coil,
to which the leads or other wires are to be connected, is
wrapped will be denoted by the same reference numeral,
and the description thereof will be omitted.

<First Modification Example>

[0164] In the first modification example, the two leads
17 are attached to the coil bobbin 14 while being arranged
symmetrically with respect to the central axis P of the coil
bobbin 14, and the leads 17 are arranged in a curved
manner (refer to Fig. 26). It should be noted that the three
or more leads 17 may be provided so long as they are
arranged symmetrically with respect to the central axis
P of the coil bobbin 14.

<Second Modification Example>

[0165] In the second modification example, the two
leads 17 and a connecting wire 20 are attached to the
coil bobbin 14 while being arranged symmetrically with
respect to the central axis P of the coil bobbin 14, and
the leads 17 and connecting wire 20 are arranged in a
linear manner (refer to Fig. 27).
[0166] The connecting wire 20 is formed, for example,
with the same material as the leads 17 and has its ends
connected to the frame 2 and coil bobbin 14. It should
be noted that the connecting wire 20 may have the ca-
pability of supplying a current to the voice coil 15 as do
the leads 17.

<Third Modification Example>

[0167] In the third modification example, the two leads
17 and one connecting wire 20 are attached to the coil
bobbin 14 while being arranged symmetrically with re-
spect to the central axis P of the coil bobbin 14, and the
leads 17 and connecting wire 20 are arranged in a curved
manner (refer to Fig. 28).
[0168] The connecting wire 20 is formed, for example,
with the same material as the leads 17 and has its ends
connected to the frame 2 and coil bobbin 14. It should
be noted that the connecting wire 20 may have the ca-

pability of supplying a current to the voice coil 15 as do
the leads 17.

<Fourth Modification Example>

[0169] In the fourth modification example, the two
leads 17 and two connecting wires 20 are attached to
the coil bobbin 14 while being arranged symmetrically
with respect to the central axis P of the coil bobbin 14,
and the leads 17 and connecting wires 20 are arranged
in a linear manner (refer to Fig. 29).
[0170] The connecting wires 20 are formed, for exam-
ple, with the same material as the leads 17 and have
their ends connected to the frame 2 and coil bobbin 14.
It should be noted that the connecting wires 20 may have
the capability of supplying a current to the voice coil 15
as do the leads 17. Further, the three or more connecting
wires 20 may be provided so long as they and the leads
17 are arranged symmetrically with respect to the central
axis P of the coil bobbin 14.

<Fifth Modification Example>

[0171] In the fifth modification example, the two leads
17 and two connecting wires 20 are attached to the coil
bobbin 14 while being arranged symmetrically with re-
spect to the central axis P of the coil bobbin 14, and the
leads 17 and connecting wires 20 are arranged in a
curved manner (refer to Fig. 30).
[0172] The connecting wires 20 are formed, for exam-
ple, with the same material as the leads 17 and have
their ends connected to the frame 2 and coil bobbin 14.
It should be noted that the connecting wires 20 may have
the capability of supplying a current to the voice coil 15
as do the leads 17. Further, the three or more connecting
wires 20 may be provided so long as they and the leads
17 are arranged symmetrically with respect to the central
axis P of the coil bobbin 14.
[0173] If the two leads 17 and at least one connecting
wire 20 are arranged symmetrically with respect to the
central axis P of the coil bobbin 14 as in the second to
fifth modification examples, this prevents the rolling phe-
nomenon of the coil bobbin, thus contributing to further
improved quality of the output sound.

[Conclusion]

[0174] As described above, in the speaker device 1,
the magnetic fluid 16 is filled in the magnetic gap 13. At
the same time, magnetic gradients are formed that are
adapted to change the magnetic force acting on the mag-
netic fluid 16 by changing the magnetic flux density in
the circumferential direction of the center pole portion 11.
[0175] Therefore, the magnetic fluid 16 does not fly off
from the magnetic gap 13 during the movement of the
coil bobbin 14, and the amount of the magnetic fluid 16
filled in the magnetic gap 13 does not decline. Further,
the magnetic fluid 16 is not agitated. This contributes to

21 22 



EP 2 563 042 B1

13

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

improved acoustic conversion efficiency and improved
sound quality.
[0176] Further, magnetic gradients are also formed
that are adapted to change the magnetic force acting on
the magnetic fluid 16 by changing the magnetic flux den-
sity in the axial direction of the center pole portion 11.
This contributes to further improved acoustic conversion
efficiency and further improved sound quality.
[0177] Still further, the minimum magnetic flux density
Samin in the circumferential direction is greater than half
the highest magnetic flux density Sbmax in the axial di-
rection. This ensures that the magnetic fluid 16 attempt-
ing to fly off is positively attracted from the cavities 13a
to the magnetic gap 13 and held in the same gap 13,
positively preventing the magnetic fluid 16 from flying off.
[0178] Still further, the saturated magnetic flux of the
magnetic fluid 16 is 30 mT to 40 mT, and the viscosity
thereof is 300 cp or less. This prevents the magnetic fluid
from flying off and ensures that the movement of the coil
bobbin 14 is not inhibited by the magnetic fluid 16, thus
providing an excellent reproduced sound output from the
speaker device 1.
[0179] It should be noted that if the magnetic flux
change sections 7a or 11a adapted to form magnetic
gradients in the circumferential direction of the center
pole portion 11A or 11B are formed on the inner circum-
ferential surface of the plate 7 or 7A or the outer circum-
ferential surface of the center pole portion 11A or 11B,
this ensures that the plate 7 or 7A and center pole portion
11A or 11B are not complicated in structure, thus con-
tributing to improved acoustic conversion efficiency and
improved sound quality in addition to achieving simplifi-
cation in structure.
[0180] Further, if the magnetic flux change section 12,
12A or 12B adapted to form a magnetic gradient in the
axial direction of the center pole portion 11, 11A or 11B
is provided on the center pole portion 11, 11A or 11B, or
if the magnetic flux change section 12C, 12D or 12E
adapted to form a magnetic gradient in the axial direction
of the center pole portion 11, 11A or 11B is provided on
the plate 7, 7D or 7E, this ensures that the plate 7, 7D or
7E or the center pole portion 11, 11A or 11B is not com-
plicated in structure, thus contributing to improved acous-
tic conversion efficiency and improved sound quality in
addition to achieving simplification in structure.
[0181] Still further, if the magnetic flux change section
12, 12A, 12B, 12C, 12D or 12E is provided in such a
manner that the front end of the center pole portion 11,
11A or 11B protrudes from the plate 7 in the axial direction
or that the front surface of the center pole portion 11 is
located backward of the front surface of the plate 7, 7D
or 7E, this makes it easy to provide the magnetic flux
change section 12, 12A, 12B, 12C, 12D or 12E.
[0182] It should be understood by those skilled in the
art that various modifications, combinations, subcombi-
nations and alterations may occur depending on design
requirements and other factors in so far as they are within
the scope of the appended claims.

Claims

1. A speaker device (1) comprising:

a magnet (8) formed in a ring shape;
a yoke (9) having a center pole portion (11) in-
serted in the center of the magnet (8);
a plate (7) formed in a ring shape and arranged
on the outer circumferential surface of the center
pole portion (11) of the yoke (9) while being at-
tached to the magnet (8);
a coil bobbin (14) formed in a cylindrical shape
and movable in the axial direction of the center
pole portion (11) while being partially fitted on
the center pole portion (11) of the yoke (9);
a voice coil (15) wrapped around the outer cir-
cumferential surface of the coil bobbin (14), at
least part of the voice coil (15) being arranged
in a magnetic gap formed between the plate (7)
and the center pole portion (11) of the yoke (9);
a diaphragm (18) having its inner circumferential
portion connected to the coil bobbin (14), the
diaphragm (18) being vibrated as the coil bobbin
(14) moves; and
a magnetic fluid (16) filled in the magnetic gap
(13), wherein

a magnetic gradient is formed that is adapted to
change the magnetic force acting on the magnetic
fluid (16) by changing the magnetic flux density in
the circumferential direction of the center pole por-
tion (11), characterized by
a magnetic flux change section (7a, 11a) adapted to
form a magnetic gradient in the circumferential di-
rection of the center pole portion (11) is provided at
least on one of the inner circumferential surface of
the plate (7) and the outer circumferential surface of
the center pole portion (11), wherein
a concave portion extending in the axial direction is
formed as the magnetic flux change section (7a,
11a).

2. The speaker device (1) of claim 1, wherein
a magnetic gradient is formed that is adapted to
change the magnetic force acting on the magnetic
fluid (16) by changing the magnetic flux density in
the axial direction of the center pole portion (11).

3. The speaker device (1) of claim 2, wherein
the lowest magnetic flux density in the circumferen-
tial direction is greater than half the highest magnetic
flux density in the axial direction.

4. The speaker device (1) of anyone of claims 1 to 3,
wherein
the saturated magnetic flux of the magnetic fluid is
30 mT to 40 mT, and the viscosity thereof is 300 cp
or less.
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5. The speaker device (1) of anyone of claims 1 to 4 ,
wherein
a plurality of magnetic flux change sections (7a, 11a)
are provided to be spaced equidistantly from each
other in the circumferential direction.

6. The speaker device (1) of claim 5, wherein
the plurality of magnetic flux change sections (7a,
11a) provided on the inner circumferential surface
of the plate (7) and the plurality of magnetic flux
change sections (7a, 11a) provided on the outer cir-
cumferential surface of the center pole portion (11)
alternate in the circumferential direction.

7. The speaker device (1) of claim 2, wherein
a magnetic flux change section (12A, 12B, 12C, 12D,
12E) adapted to form a magnetic gradient in the axial
direction of the center pole portion (11) is provided
on the plate (7) or center pole portion (11).

8. The speaker device (1) of claim 7, wherein
the tip of the center pole portion (11) protruding in
the axial direction from the plate (7) is provided as
the magnetic flux change section (12A, 12B, 12C,
12D, 12E).

9. The speaker device (1) of claim 2, wherein
the magnetic flux change section (12A, 12B, 12C,
12D, 12E) adapted to form a magnetic gradient in
the axial direction of the center pole portion (11) is
provided on each of the plate (7) and center pole
portion (11).

10. The speaker device (1) of claim 7 or 9, wherein
a sloping surface (12a, 12d) sloping with respect to
the axial direction is formed on at least one of the
surface of each of the plate (7) and center pole por-
tion (11) so that the area or each of the areas where
the sloping surface (12a, 12d) is formed is provided
as the magnetic flux change section (12A, 12D).

11. The speaker device (1) of claim 7 or 9, wherein
a curved surface (12b, 12e) is formed on at least one
of the surface of each of the plate (7) and center pole
portion (11) so that the area or each of the areas
where the curved surface (12b, 12e) is formed is
provided as the magnetic flux change section (12B,
12E).

12. The speaker device (1) of anyone of claims 1 to 11,
wherein
a plurality of leads (17) are provided for connection
to the voice coil (15), and wherein
the plurality of leads (17) are arranged symmetrically
with respect to the central axis of the coil bobbin (14).

13. The speaker device (1) of anyone of claims 1 to 11,
wherein

a plurality of leads (17) are provided for connection
to the voice coil (15), wherein
at least one connecting wire is provided for connec-
tion to the coil bobbin (14), and wherein
the plurality of leads (17) and connecting wire are
arranged symmetrically with respect to the central
axis of the coil bobbin (14).

Patentansprüche

1. Lautsprechervorrichtung (1), die Folgendes um-
fasst:

einen Magneten (8), der in einer Ringform ge-
bildet ist;
ein Joch (9), das einen Mittelpolabschnitt (11)
aufweist, das in die Mitte des Magneten (8) ein-
geführt ist;
eine Platte (7), die in einer Ringform gebildet ist
und die an der Außenumfangsfläche des Mittel-
polabschnitts (11) des Jochs (9) angeordnet ist,
während sie an dem Magneten (8) befestigt ist;
einen Spulenkörper (14), der in einer Zylinder-
form gebildet ist und der in der axialen Richtung
des Mittelpolabschnitts (11) beweglich ist, wäh-
rend er teilweise auf den Mittelpolabschnitt (11)
des Jochs (9) angepasst ist;
eine Schwingspule (15), die um die Außenum-
fangsfläche des Spulenkörpers (14) gewickelt
ist, wobei wenigstens ein Teil der Schwingspule
(15) in einem Magnetspalt angeordnet ist, der
zwischen der Platte (7) und dem Mittelpolab-
schnitt (11) des Jochs (9) gebildet ist;
eine Membran (18), deren Innenumfangsab-
schnitt mit dem Spulenkörper (14) verbunden
ist, wobei die Membran (18) in Schwingungen
versetzt wird, während sich der Spulenkörper
(14) bewegt; und
ein magnetisches Fluid (16), das in den Mag-
netspalt (13) gefüllt ist, wobei

ein Magnetgradient gebildet ist, der dafür ausgelegt
ist, die auf das magnetische Fluid (16) wirkende Ma-
gnetkraft dadurch zu ändern, dass die Magnetfluss-
dichte in der Umfangsrichtung des Mittelpolab-
schnitts (11) geändert wird, dadurch gekennzeich-
net, dass
an der Innenumfangsfläche der Platte (7) und/oder
an der Außenumfangsfläche des Mittelpolabschnitts
(11) ein Magnetflussänderungsabschnitt (7a, 11a)
vorgesehen ist, der dafür ausgelegt ist, einen Mag-
netgradienten in der Umfangsrichtung des Mittelpol-
abschnitts (11) zu bilden, wobei
als der Magnetflussänderungsabschnitt (7a, 11a)
ein konkaver Abschnitt gebildet ist, der in der axialen
Richtung verläuft.
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2. Lautsprechervorrichtung (1) nach Anspruch 1, wobei
ein Magnetgradient gebildet ist, der dafür ausgelegt
ist, die auf das magnetische Fluid (16) wirkende Ma-
gnetkraft dadurch zu ändern, dass er die Magnet-
flussdichte in der axialen Richtung des Mittelpolab-
schnitts (11) ändert.

3. Lautsprechervorrichtung (1) nach Anspruch 2, wobei
die niedrigste Magnetflussdichte in der Umfangs-
richtung größer als die Hälfte der höchsten Magnet-
flussdichte in der axialen Richtung ist.

4. Lautsprechervorrichtung (1) nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1 bis 3, wobei
der gesättigte Magnetfluss des magnetischen Fluids
30 mT bis 40 mT ist und seine Viskosität 300 cp oder
weniger ist.

5. Lautsprechervorrichtung (1) nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1 bis 4, wobei
mehrere Magnetflussänderungsabschnitte (7a, 11a)
vorgesehen sind, die in der Umfangsrichtung äqui-
distant voneinander beabstandet sind.

6. Lautsprechervorrichtung (1) nach Anspruch 5, wobei
sich die mehreren Magnetflussänderungsabschnitte
(7a, 11a), die an der Innenumfangsfläche der Platte
(7) vorgesehen sind, und die mehreren Magnetfluss-
änderungsabschnitte (7a, 11a), die an der Außen-
umfangsfläche des Mittelpolabschnitts (11) vorge-
sehen sind, in der Umfangsrichtung abwechseln.

7. Lautsprechervorrichtung (1) nach Anspruch 2, wobei
ein Magnetflussänderungsabschnitt (12A, 12B,
12C, 12D, 12E), der dafür ausgelegt ist, einen Ma-
gnetgradienten in der axialen Richtung des Mittel-
polabschnitts (11) zu bilden, an der Platte (7) oder
an dem Mittelpolabschnitt (11) vorgesehen ist.

8. Lautsprechervorrichtung (1) nach Anspruch 7, wobei
als der Magnetflussänderungsabschnitt (12A, 12B,
12C, 12D, 12E) die Spitze des Mittelpolabschnitts
(11), die von der Platte (7) in der axialen Richtung
vorsteht, vorgesehen ist.

9. Lautsprechervorrichtung (1) nach Anspruch 2, wobei
der Magnetflussänderungsabschnitt (12A, 12B,
12C, 12D, 12E), der dafür ausgelegt ist, einen Ma-
gnetgradienten in der axialen Richtung des Mittel-
polabschnitts (11) zu bilden, sowohl an der Platte (7)
als auch an dem Mittelpolabschnitt (11) vorgesehen
ist.

10. Lautsprechervorrichtung (1) nach Anspruch 7 oder
9, wobei
auf der Oberfläche der Platte (7) und/oder des Mit-
telpolabschnitts (11) eine geneigte Oberfläche (12a,
12d) gebildet ist, die in Bezug auf die axiale Richtung

geneigt ist, so dass der Bereich oder jeder der Be-
reiche, wo die geneigte Oberfläche (12a, 12d) gebil-
det ist, als der Magnetflussänderungsabschnitt
(12A, 12D) vorgesehen ist.

11. Lautsprechervorrichtung (1) nach Anspruch 7 oder
9, wobei
auf der Oberfläche der Platte (7) und/oder des Mit-
telpolabschnitts (11) eine gekrümmte Oberfläche
(12b, 12e) in der Weise gebildet ist, dass der Bereich
oder jeder der Bereiche, wo die gekrümmte Oberflä-
che (12b, 12e) gebildet ist, als der Magnetflussän-
derungsabschnitt (12B, 12E) vorgesehen ist.

12. Lautsprechervorrichtung (1) nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1 bis 11, wobei
mehrere Leitungen (17) zum Verbinden mit der
Schwingspule (15) vorgesehen sind, und wobei
die mehreren Leitungen (17) in Bezug auf die Mittel-
achse des Spulenkörpers (14) symmetrisch ange-
ordnet sind.

13. Lautsprechervorrichtung (1) nach einem der Ansprü-
che 1 bis 11, wobei
mehrere Leitungen (17) zur Verbindung mit der
Schwingspule (15) vorgesehen sind, wobei
wenigstens ein Verbindungsdraht zur Verbindung
mit dem Spulenkörper (14) vorgesehen ist, und wo-
bei
die mehreren Leitungen (17) und der Verbindungs-
draht in Bezug auf die Mittelachse des Spulenkör-
pers (14) symmetrisch angeordnet sind.

Revendications

1. Dispositif (1) de haut-parleur comportant :

un aimant (8) réalisé en forme d’anneau ;
une culasse (9) dotée d’une partie (11) de pôle
central inséré dans le centre de l’aimant (8) ;
une plaque (7) réalisée en forme d’anneau et
disposée sur la surface circonférentielle exté-
rieure de la partie (11) de pôle central de la cu-
lasse (9) tout en étant fixée à l’aimant (8) ;
un mandrin (14) de bobine réalisé sous une for-
me cylindrique et mobile dans la direction axiale
de la partie (11) de pôle central tout en étant
partiellement ajusté sur la partie (11) de pôle
central de la culasse (9) ;
une bobine acoustique (15) enveloppant la sur-
face circonférentielle extérieure de le mandrin
(14) de bobine, au moins une partie de la bobine
acoustique (15) étant disposé dans un entrefer
magnétique formé entre la plaque (7) et la partie
(11) de pôle central de la culasse (9) ;
un diaphragme (18) dont la partie circonféren-
tielle intérieure est reliée au mandrin (14) de bo-
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bine, le diaphragme (18) étant mis en vibration
tandis que le mandrin (14) de bobine se
déplace ; et
un fluide magnétique (16) remplissant l’entrefer
magnétique (13),

un gradient magnétique étant formé, qui est prévu
pour modifier la force magnétique agissant sur le
fluide magnétique (16) en modifiant la densité de flux
magnétique dans la direction circonférentielle de la
partie (11) de pôle central, caractérisé
en ce qu’une section (7a, 11a) de modification du
flux magnétique prévue pour former un gradient ma-
gnétique dans la direction circonférentielle de la par-
tie (11) de pôle central est mise en place au moins
sur une surface parmi la surface circonférentielle in-
térieure de la plaque (7) et la surface circonférentielle
extérieure de la partie (11) de pôle central,
une partie concave s’étendant dans la direction axia-
le étant formée en tant que section (7a, 11a) de mo-
dification du flux magnétique.

2. Dispositif (1) de haut-parleur selon la revendication
1,
un gradient magnétique étant formé, qui est prévu
pour modifier la force magnétique agissant sur le
fluide magnétique (16) en modifiant la densité de flux
magnétique dans la direction axiale de la partie (11)
de pôle central.

3. Dispositif (1) de haut-parleur selon la revendication
2,
la plus faible densité de flux magnétique dans la di-
rection circonférentielle étant supérieure à la moitié
de la plus forte densité de flux magnétique dans la
direction axiale.

4. Dispositif (1) de haut-parleur selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 3,
le flux magnétique saturé du fluide magnétique étant
de 30 mT à 40 mT, et la viscosité de celui-ci étant
d’au plus 300 cp.

5. Dispositif (1) de haut-parleur selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 4,
une pluralité de sections (7a, 11a) de modification
du flux magnétique étant mise en place pour qu’elles
soient espacées de manière équidistante les unes
par rapport aux autres dans la direction circonféren-
tielle.

6. Dispositif (1) de haut-parleur selon la revendication
5,
la pluralité de sections (7a, 11a) de modification du
flux magnétique mises en place sur la surface cir-
conférentielle intérieure de la plaque (7) et la pluralité
de sections (7a, 11a) de modification du flux magné-
tique mises en place sur la surface circonférentielle

extérieure de la partie (11) de pôle central alternant
dans la direction circonférentielle.

7. Dispositif (1) de haut-parleur selon la revendication
2,
une section (12A, 12B, 12C, 12D, 12E) de modifica-
tion du flux magnétique prévue pour former un gra-
dient magnétique dans la direction axiale de la partie
(11) de pôle central étant mise en place sur la plaque
(7) ou la partie (11) de pôle central.

8. Dispositif (1) de haut-parleur selon la revendication
7,
le bout de la partie (11) de pôle central dépassant
dans la direction axiale de la plaque (7) étant mis en
place en tant que section (12A, 12B, 12C, 12D, 12E)
de modification du flux magnétique.

9. Dispositif (1) de haut-parleur selon la revendication
2,
la section (12A, 12B, 12C, 12D, 12E) de modification
du flux magnétique prévue pour former un gradient
magnétique dans la direction axiale de la partie (11)
de pôle central étant mise en place sur chacune de
la plaque (7) et de la partie (11) de pôle central.

10. Dispositif (1) de haut-parleur selon la revendication
7 ou 9,
une surface inclinée (12a, 12d) inclinée par rapport
à la direction axiale étant formée sur au moins une
des surfaces de chacune de la plaque (7) et de la
partie (11) de pôle central de telle sorte que la zone
ou chacune des zones où est formée la surface in-
clinée (12a, 12d) soit mise en place en tant que sec-
tion (12A, 12D) de modification du flux magnétique.

11. Dispositif (1) de haut-parleur selon la revendication
7 ou 9,
une surface courbe (12b, 12e) étant formée sur au
moins une des surfaces de chacune de la plaque (7)
et de la partie (11) de pôle central de telle sorte que
la zone ou chacune des zones où est formée la sur-
face courbe (12b, 12e) soit mise en place en tant
que section (12B, 12E) de modification du flux ma-
gnétique.

12. Dispositif (1) de haut-parleur selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 11,
une pluralité de conducteurs (17) étant mise en place
pour se connecter à la bobine acoustique (15), et
la pluralité de conducteurs (17) étant disposée sy-
métriquement par rapport à l’axe central du mandrin
(14) de bobine.

13. Dispositif (1) de haut-parleur selon l’une quelconque
des revendications 1 à 11,
une pluralité de conducteurs (17) étant mise en place
pour se connecter à la bobine acoustique (15),
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au moins un fil de connexion étant mis en place pour
se connecter au mandrin (14) de bobine, et
la pluralité de conducteurs (17) et le fil de connexion
étant disposés symétriquement par rapport à l’axe
central du mandrin (14) de bobine.
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