
Note: Within nine months of the publication of the mention of the grant of the European patent in the European Patent
Bulletin, any person may give notice to the European Patent Office of opposition to that patent, in accordance with the
Implementing Regulations. Notice of opposition shall not be deemed to have been filed until the opposition fee has been
paid. (Art. 99(1) European Patent Convention).

Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
EP

3 
33

3 
97

4
B

1
*EP003333974B1*

(11) EP 3 333 974 B1
(12) EUROPEAN PATENT SPECIFICATION

(45) Date of publication and mention 
of the grant of the patent: 
16.09.2020 Bulletin 2020/38

(21) Application number: 17200763.5

(22) Date of filing: 09.11.2017

(51) Int Cl.:
H04B 7/185 (2006.01) H01Q 1/28 (2006.01)

H01Q 3/26 (2006.01) H01Q 25/00 (2006.01)

(54) PHASED ARRAY ANTENNAS FOR HIGH ALTITUDE PLATFORMS

GRUPPENANTENNE FÜR PLATTFORMEN AUF GROSSE HÖHEN

ANTENNES RÉSEAU À COMMANDE DE PHASE POUR DES PLATES-FORMES À HAUTE 
ALTITUDE

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
AL AT BE BG CH CY CZ DE DK EE ES FI FR GB 
GR HR HU IE IS IT LI LT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO 
PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR

(30) Priority: 09.12.2016 US 201615374808

(43) Date of publication of application: 
13.06.2018 Bulletin 2018/24

(73) Proprietor: The Boeing Company
Chicago, IL 60606-1596 (US)

(72) Inventors:  
• FERIA, Ying J.

El Segundo, CA California 90245-2701 (US)

• WHELAN, David A.
Huntington Beach, CA California 92647 (US)

• GRAJEK, Phillip R.
Chicago, IL Illinois 60606-1596 (US)

(74) Representative: Bryn-Jacobsen, Caelia et al
Kilburn & Strode LLP 
Lacon London 
84 Theobalds Road
London WC1X 8NL (GB)

(56) References cited:  
EP-A1- 2 008 484 GB-A- 2 378 580
US-A1- 2012 063 522 US-A1- 2014 241 239
US-A1- 2016 013 858  



EP 3 333 974 B1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present disclosure is generally related to
phased array antennas and high altitude platforms.
[0002] High Altitude Platforms (HAPs) operate in the
stratosphere (e.g., 13 kilometers (km) to 50 km above
the surface of the Earth). HAPs may be used for wireless
communications. For example, a HAP may include a
phased array antenna. In this example, the phased array
antenna may have a maximum scan angle and may
cause interference or distortion when operating at or near
the maximum scan angle. A coverage area of the wireless
communications supported by the HAP is related to a
maximum scan angle and a distance (e.g., an altitude)
of an antenna of the HAP. Conventional techniques for
increasing the coverage area include mounting a phased
array antenna of the HAP to a mechanical system, such
as a gimbal. However, such mechanical systems are
heavy and bulky.
[0003] US2012063522 in the abstract states "The in-
vention relates to a method for digital and directional data
transmission between aircraft and ground stations. In this
arrangement data is exchanged digitally and directly, in
other words directly by means of directional antennae,
between the aircraft and the ground stations. Further-
more, transmission lobes are adapted during flight, and
the directional antennae on the aircraft only illuminate
regions on the ground that are located at a minimum dis-
tance across the flight path of the aircraft."
[0004] Aspects are set out in the independent claims,
with some optional features set out in the claims depend-
ent thereto.

SUMMARY

[0005] In one aspect, an aircraft includes a fuselage,
wings coupled to the fuselage, and a transceiver, as de-
fined in claim 1. The aircraft further includes a plurality
of planar phased array antennas coupled to the trans-
ceiver and fixedly attached to the fuselage or to at least
one of the wings. The plurality of planar phased array
antennas include a first planar phased array antenna
having a first normal vector and a second planar phased
array antenna having a second normal vector. The first
normal vector is not parallel to the second normal vector.
[0006] In one aspect, a method for communicating via
a phased array antenna system includes receiving, via
a first planar phased array antenna fixedly attached to
an aircraft, a first signal corresponding to a communica-
tion link, as defined in claim 9.
[0007] The method further includes transmitting, via a
second planar phased array antenna fixedly attached to
the aircraft, a second signal corresponding to the com-
munication link, where a first normal vector of the first
planar phased array antenna is not parallel to a second
normal vector of the second planar phased array anten-

na.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram that illustrates an example
of a system for communicating via a plurality of
phased array antennas;
FIG. 2 is a diagram that illustrates a top view, a side
view, and a front view of a vehicle that includes a
plurality of phased array antennas;
FIG. 3 is a diagram that illustrates an example of a
wireless communication system;
FIG. 4 is a diagram that illustrates an example of a
ground coverage pattern of beams produced by a
particular configuration of a plurality of phased array
antennas;
FIG. 5 is a diagram that illustrates an example of
frequency reuse for a phased array antenna;
FIG. 6 is a diagram that illustrates an example of
beam coverage and beam shape for a plurality of
phased array antennas;
FIG. 7 is a flow chart of an example of a method of
communicating via a plurality of phased array anten-
nas;
FIG. 8 is a flow chart of another example of a method
of communicating via a plurality of phased array an-
tennas;
FIG. 9 is a flow chart of example methods of com-
municating via a plurality of phased array antennas;
FIG. 10 is a flow chart of example methods of com-
municating via a plurality of phased array antennas;
FIG. 11 is a flow chart of an example of a method of
operating a system for communicating via a plurality
of phased array antennas; and
FIG. 12 is a block diagram of an illustrative imple-
mentation of a vehicle that includes a system for
communicating via a plurality of phased array anten-
nas.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0009] Implementations disclosed herein enable wire-
less communication via a High Altitude Platform (HAP).
In particular, one or more systems described herein in-
clude a vehicle operating as a HAP, the vehicle including
a transceiver, a plurality of phased array antennas, and
a communication controller. In a particular implementa-
tion, the plurality of phased array antennas may include
or correspond to planar phased array antennas that are
fixedly attached to the vehicle. The plurality of phased
array antennas may include dynamic phased array an-
tennas. For example, the phased array antennas (or
beams thereof) may be aimed or adjusted independent
of a mechanical system. To illustrate, each array element
(e.g., a radiating element or set of elements) of a phased
array antenna may be independently controllable and
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may form and direct a corresponding beam with respect
to a face of the phased array antenna. As an illustrative
example, each array element may have an adjustable
phase shifter that may be used to form and direct a cor-
responding beam. In another particular illustrative imple-
mentation, the plurality of phased array antennas may
be conformal (e.g., non-planar) phased array antennas.
That is, a first shape of the phased array antenna may
substantially correspond to a second shape of a portion
of an exterior surface of the aircraft.
[0010] The transceiver may include one or more trans-
mitters and one or more receivers. The transceiver may
be configured to receive and transmit signals corre-
sponding to multiple different communication links. The
transceiver may receive a first signal corresponding to a
particular communication link via the plurality of phased
array antennas and may be configured to transmit a sec-
ond signal that corresponds to the particular communi-
cation link. The first signal and the second signal may be
transmitted and received by a plurality of beams gener-
ated by the plurality of phased array antennas.
[0011] The communication controller may be config-
ured to adjust the plurality of phased array antennas and
beams generated by the plurality of phased array anten-
nas. The communication controller may include a beam
former, and the beam former may determine beamform-
ing weights that are used to generate the plurality of
beams. For example, the beam former may generate
beamforming weights for each beam of the plurality of
beams. The beam former may be configured to update
or adjust the beamforming weights of each beam based
on a flight path of the vehicle. For example, a particular
beam may be associated (for a period time) with a par-
ticular portion of a service coverage area. The beam
former may update or adjust beamforming weights for
the particular beam to aim, align, or shape the particular
beam on (or over) the particular portion of the service
coverage area. This allows the particular beam to trans-
mit and receive signals that correspond to the particular
portion of the service coverage area. Thus, the system
may enable electronic adjusting of phased array anten-
nas that are fixedly attached to a vehicle and may support
transmission and reception of wireless communications
from HAPs. By providing transmission and reception of
wireless communications, users of a wireless communi-
cation system may exchange data (e.g., voice data, video
data, audio data, text data, etc.).
[0012] By utilizing fixedly attached phased arrays, a
vehicle operating as a HAP may transmit and receive
signals corresponding to communication links independ-
ent of a separate mechanical system. Transmitting and
receiving signals from a HAP without the mechanical sys-
tem (e.g., a gimbal) reduces a size and weight of the
vehicle. By reducing the size and weight of the vehicle,
the vehicle may be less expensive to manufacture and
operate. Additionally, the vehicle may have an increased
endurance as compared to vehicles that include a me-
chanical system to rotate a phased array antenna. Fur-

ther, as the vehicle weighs less, the vehicle may operate
at higher altitudes and have an increased service cover-
age area.
[0013] By operating the vehicle as a HAP, a wireless
communication system (e.g., a mobile phone system)
may provide (or support) communication links that use
less power than communication links that are provided
via satellites. Additionally, vehicles operating as a HAP
may offer better line of site than terrestrial equipment,
such as base stations, and may provide better coverage
or service a larger area for communication links than the
terrestrial equipment. Furthermore, vehicles operating as
a HAP may provide wireless communication service to
remote areas (e.g., areas without ground based infra-
structure), to areas with topography where ground based
infrastructure is not commercially feasible, and/or to ar-
eas where infrastructure becomes damaged, such as
due to weather.
[0014] FIG. 1 illustrates an example of a system 100
that includes a vehicle 102. In a particular implementation
of the system 100, the vehicle 102 may include or corre-
spond to an aircraft, an airship (e.g., a blimp), a high
attitude balloon, a helicopter, a commercial aircraft, a pri-
vate plane, or another vehicle, as illustrative, non-limiting
examples. The vehicle 102 may be manned or unmanned
(e.g., a drone or an unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV)). In
some implementations, the vehicle 102 is an aircraft that
includes a fuselage and wings. Additionally or alterna-
tively, the vehicle 102 may include a plurality of exterior
surfaces. The vehicle 102 may be configured to operate
at high altitudes, such as in the stratosphere of the Earth’s
atmosphere. In some implementations, the vehicle 102
may operate in a particular portion of the stratosphere,
such as between 17 kilometers (km) to 22 km above sea
level. In a particular implementation, the vehicle 102 may
be a hydrogen powered vehicle. For example, the vehicle
102 may be a hydrogen powered aircraft that may include
a hydrogen fuel cell to power an electric motor, liquid
hydrogen for use in an internal combustion engine, or
both. The vehicle 102 may be configured to transmit and
receive signals corresponding to wireless communica-
tions. For example, the vehicle 102 may be part of a wire-
less communication system, as further described with
reference to FIG. 3.
[0015] In the example illustrated in FIG. 1, the vehicle
102 includes a transceiver 104, a plurality of phased array
antennas 106, and a communication controller 108. The
vehicle 102 may also include a feeder link antenna 110,
a flight controller 112, a plurality of sensors 114, and a
memory 116. The transceiver 104 may include one or
more transmitters and one or more receivers. In a par-
ticular example, the transceiver may include a plurality
of transmitters and receivers, and each transmitter and
receiver may correspond to a particular phased array an-
tenna of the phased array antennas 106. The transceiver
104 may function to enable multiple-input and multiple-
output (MIMO) communications. The transceiver 104
may be configured to transmit and receive signals (e.g.,

3 4 



EP 3 333 974 B1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

communication signals) corresponding to a plurality of
communication links via the plurality of phased array an-
tennas 106. A communication link may include or corre-
spond to signals transmitted between two devices, such
as user devices, endpoint devices, etc. The communica-
tion links may be routed through one or more components
of the wireless communication system.
[0016] In some implementations, multiple communica-
tion links may be concurrently supported. For example,
at least a portion of a signal corresponding to a first com-
munication link may be received while a signal corre-
sponding to a second communication link is being trans-
mitted. As another example, at least a portion of a signal
corresponding to the first communication link may be re-
ceived concurrently with a signal corresponding to the
second communication link. As yet another example, at
least a portion of a signal corresponding to the first com-
munication link may be transmitted concurrently with a
signal corresponding to the second communication link.
[0017] The plurality of phased array antennas 106 in-
cludes a first phased array antenna 132 and a second
phased array antenna 134. Although two phased array
antennas are illustrated in FIG. 1, in some implementa-
tions the plurality of phased array antennas 106 include
more than two phased array antennas. Each phased ar-
ray antenna of the plurality of phased array antennas 106
includes a plurality of elements configured to emit radi-
ation. The plurality of elements may include or corre-
spond to radiating elements, such as dipoles, open-end-
ed waveguides, slotted waveguides, microstrip anten-
nas, helices, spirals, etc., as illustrative, non-limiting ex-
amples. A particular set (e.g., one or more) of elements
of the plurality of elements may generate a beam (e.g.,
a radiation pattern). For example, a radiating element
and a corresponding phase shifter may generate (e.g.,
form and direct) the beam. The beam may enable the
transceiver 104 to receive and transmit signals corre-
sponding to multiple communication links.
[0018] The plurality of phased array antennas 106 may
generate a plurality of beams including multiple first
beams generated by the first phased array antenna 132
and multiple second beams generated by the second
phased array antenna 134. In some implementations, a
subset of beams of the multiple first beams may have a
different frequency from another subset of beams of the
multiple first beams. For example, the multiple first
beams may include a first set of beams having a first
frequency and a second set of beams having a second
frequency. The first phased array antenna 132 may gen-
erate the multiple first beams such that the first set of
beams are interspersed among the second set of beams
to enable frequency reuse of the first frequency to support
multiple distinct communication links, as further de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 5. Although two frequen-
cies have been described as being reused, in other im-
plementations more than two frequencies may be re-
used, such as 3 frequencies, 4 frequencies, 7 frequen-
cies, 20 frequencies, etc. Additionally, the second

phased array antenna 134 may generate the multiple
second beams such that a subset of beams of the multiple
second beams has a different frequency from another
subset of beams of the multiple second beams. For ex-
ample, the multiple second beams may include a third
set of beams having the first frequency and a fourth set
of beams having the second frequency. In some imple-
mentations, the multiple first beams may be associated
with a first range of frequencies (e.g., a frequency band)
that is the same as a second range of frequencies asso-
ciated with the multiple second beams, as further de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 5.
[0019] The plurality of phased array antennas 106 may
include or correspond to planar phased array antennas,
conformal phased array antennas, or a combination
thereof. In a planar phased array antenna, the plurality
of elements are arranged along a first axis of a plane and
along a second axis of the plane (e.g., a two dimensional
array). In some implementations, a first planar phased
array antenna may have a different shaped cross section
(e.g., a circle, an oval, a square, a rectangle, a triangle,
etc.) than a second planar phased array antenna. In a
conformal phased array antenna, the plurality of ele-
ments may be distributed over (or arranged on) a non-
planar surface (e.g., a three dimensional array). In some
implementations, the conformal phased array antenna
may include or correspond to a spherical or a cylindrical
array, as illustrative, non-limiting examples. For example,
the plurality of elements may be distributed over a portion
of a surface of a sphere or a cylinder.
[0020] The plurality of elements may be distributed or
arranged uniformly or non-uniformly. For example, in a
non-uniform distribution, a first spacing between ele-
ments along the first axis may be different from a second
spacing between elements along the second axis. As
another example, in a non-uniform distribution, a spacing
along a particular axis may be non-uniform.
[0021] In some implementations, one or more of the
plurality of phased array antennas 106 may be fixedly
attached to the vehicle 102. For example, the first phased
array antenna 132 and the second phased array antenna
134 may be fixedly attached to an exterior of the vehicle
102. To illustrate, when the vehicle 102 is an aircraft,
each of the first phased array antenna 132 and the sec-
ond phased array antenna 134 may be fixedly attached
to a portion of a fuselage, to a portion of a wing of the
aircraft, or both, as further described with reference to
FIG. 2. Fixedly attached, as referred to herein, may refer
to a component that is coupled to (e.g., mounted on) an
exterior surface of the vehicle 102, coupled to a structure
(e.g., a bracket) or device that is coupled to the vehicle
102, or recessed into an exterior surface the vehicle 102.
In a particular implementation, the first phased array an-
tenna 132 may be fixedly attached to the vehicle 102 and
may have a first normal vector, and the second phased
array antenna 134 may be fixedly attached to the vehicle
102 and may have a second normal vector. The first nor-
mal vector may not be parallel to the second normal vec-
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tor. By having non-parallel normal vectors, the first
phased array antenna 132 may provide service for a dif-
ferent portion of the service coverage area than the sec-
ond phased array antenna 134.
[0022] In other implementations, one or more of the
plurality of phased array antennas 106 may be incorpo-
rated into a shape of an exterior surface of the vehicle
102. For example, a conformal phased array antenna
may have a first shape (e.g., a non-planar shape) that
corresponds to a second shape of a portion of an exterior
surface of the aircraft. To illustrate, the elements of the
conformal phased array antenna may be distributed over,
distributed on, or recessed into the exterior surface of
the aircraft, such as an airfoil or fuselage. The exterior
surface may be a non-planar surface (e.g., a three di-
mensional surface). By having conformal phased array
antennas, the vehicle 102 may create more lift, create
less drag, and may consume less fuel than a vehicle with
planar phased arrays.
[0023] Each phased array antenna of the plurality of
phased array antennas 106 may have a corresponding
maximum scan angle (e.g., field of view). In some imple-
mentations, a maximum scan angle of a particular
phased array antenna of the plurality of phased array
antennas 106 may be different from or may be the same
as a maximum scan angle of another phased array an-
tenna of the plurality of phased array antennas 106. For
example, a first maximum scan angle of the first phased
array antenna 132 may be different from (or the same
as) a second maximum scan angle of the second phased
array antenna 134. Operating the phased array antenna
beyond the maximum scan angle may create distortion
that is greater than the threshold level and may interfere
with transmission and reception of signals by the beams.
[0024] Each phased array antenna of the plurality of
phased array antennas 106 may have a corresponding
normal vector. For example, each phased array antenna
may have a planar antenna face that has a corresponding
normal vector (e.g., vector that is perpendicular to a plane
of the antenna face), as described further with reference
to FIG. 2. Additionally, one or more phased array anten-
nas may have a different aspect ratio than another
phased array antenna of the plurality of phased array
antennas 106. For example, the first phased array an-
tenna 132 may have a first aspect ratio that is different
from a second aspect ratio of the second phased array
antenna 134. The shape and aspect ratio of a phased
array antenna relate to the potential service coverage
area of the phased array antenna. As the vehicle 102
includes the plurality of phased array antennas 106, the
shape, aspect ratio, and placement of each phased array
antenna of the plurality of phased array antennas affects
the service coverage area. By having phased array an-
tennas with different aspect ratios, the vehicle 102 can
support (or provide) communication links for a larger
service coverage area with less coverage area overlap
between antennas than a vehicle that has phased array
antennas with the same aspect ratio. Additionally, by hav-

ing phased array antennas with different aspect ratios,
the phased array antennas may be attached to more plac-
es on the vehicle 102, and the vehicle 102 may support
a larger number of phased array antennas. As an illus-
trative, non-limiting example, a phased array antenna
may be attached to a nosecone of the vehicle 102.
[0025] One or more of the plurality of phased array
antennas 106 may be dynamic. For example, the first
phased array antenna 132, the second phased array an-
tenna 134, or both, may include an array of variable
phase shifters configured to steer a plurality of beams.
One or more of the plurality of phased array antennas
106 may be active or passive. For an active phased array
antenna, each set of elements of the phased array an-
tenna may include an amplifier or processor. For a pas-
sive phased array antenna, a central amplifier with atten-
uating phase shifters may control the plurality of ele-
ments. The plurality of phased array antennas 106 (and
components thereof) may be controlled by the commu-
nication controller 108.
[0026] The communication controller 108 may be cou-
pled to the transceiver 104 and to the plurality of phased
array antennas 106. The communication controller 108
may include or correspond to hardware, software, or a
combination thereof. The communication controller 108
may be configured to cause each phased array antenna
of the plurality of phased array antennas 106 to generate
multiple beams. The communication controller 108 may
include a beam former 142. The communication control-
ler 108 may be configured to generate and adjust beam-
forming weights of the multiple beams via the beam
former 142. The beam former 142 may include or corre-
spond to a time domain beam former, a frequency domain
beam former, or both. Additionally, the beam former 142
may include or correspond to an adaptive beam former.
For example, the beam former 142 may be able to adjust
beamforming weights to reduce signal noise (e.g., signal
interference and signal cancellation between beams)
and to increase transmission and reception quality of
communication signals.
[0027] The beam former 142 may be configured to de-
termine (e.g., calculate) the beamforming weights based
on sensor data, flight path data, service coverage data,
or a combination thereof. The beam former 142 may de-
termine beamforming weights for each beam of the plu-
rality of beams. For example, the beam former 142 may
determine beamforming weights for each element (or set
of elements) of each phased array antenna of the plurality
of phased array antennas 106. To illustrate, the beam
former 142 may determine first beamforming weights for
a first beam produced by a first set of elements of the
first phased array antenna 132. The first beamforming
weights may be determined based on an altitude of the
vehicle 102, an attitude of the vehicle 102, a speed of
the vehicle 102, a position of the vehicle 102, a service
coverage area, a flight path of the vehicle 102, or a com-
bination thereof.
[0028] The beam former 142 may be configured to up-
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date (or adjust) beamforming weights based on the sen-
sor data, the flight path data, the service coverage data,
or a combination thereof. For example, the beam former
142 may update (or adjust) an alignment, a shape, a gain,
or a combination thereof, of the first beam based on the
altitude, the attitude, the first portion of the service cov-
erage area, the flight path, or a combination thereof.
[0029] To illustrate, the beam former 142 may calculate
an expected position (e.g., relative to a service coverage
area or a portion of the service coverage area) based on
the sensor data and the flight path data. The beam former
142 may determine updated (or adjusted) beamforming
weights based on the expected position and may update
the current beamforming weight (e.g., first beamforming
weights) based on the updated beamforming weights for
the future expected position. As another example, the
beam former 142 may update beamforming weights
based on a current or updated position, altitude, attitude,
or a combination thereof, of the vehicle 102. Alternatively,
the beam former 142 may adjust beamforming weights
by applying coefficients to the current beamforming
weight (e.g., first beamforming weights). The coefficients
may be calculated based on the sensor data, the flight
path data, the service coverage data, or a combination
thereof.
[0030] The beam former 142 may determine beam-
forming weights that are used to adjust or update a phase,
an amplitude, or both, of a signal emitted by each element
to direct a beam. Additionally, the beam former 142 may
determine beamforming weights that are used to adjust
a shape of the beam such that a radiation pattern of the
beam does not interfere with other beams and to limit
leakage into surrounding portions of the service coverage
area or interference with other beams. The beam former
142 may determine the beamforming weights such that
a particular beam is substantially aimed at (or aligned
with) a particular portion of the service coverage area to
support communication links for the particular portion.
As the vehicle 102 operates according to the flight path,
beams may need to be transferred (e.g., handed off) from
one set of elements to another set of elements. In some
implementations, the hand-off is between sets of ele-
ments of a single phased array antenna (e.g., the first
phased array antenna 132). In other implementations,
the hand-off is between sets of elements of different
phased array antennas (e.g., the first phased array an-
tenna 132 and the second phased array antenna 134).
The communication controller 108 may be configured to
transmit control signals to the transceiver 104, the plu-
rality of phased array antennas 106, or both, to initiate a
hand-off operation, such as a beam hand-off operation.
[0031] Although the beam former 142 is illustrated as
being included in the communication controller 108 of
the vehicle 102 in FIG. 1, in other implementations the
beam former 142 may be separate from the vehicle 102.
For example, the beam former 142 may be included in
ground equipment and the beamforming weights may be
transmitted to the vehicle 102. In one particular imple-

mentation, the beamforming weights may be transmitted
to the vehicle 102 via a gateway antenna, as described
with reference to FIG. 3.
[0032] The communication controller 108 may be con-
figured to cause a transition from a first set of elements
to a second set of elements (e.g., a beam hand-off) to
occur at (or during) a packet boundary. For example, the
transition may occur during a time period in between a
first packet of a communication link and a second packet
of the communication link. To illustrate, the transition may
occur at or near an end of the first packet and a beginning
of the second packet. In some implementations, the tran-
sition may be a "make-before-break" type transition. For
example, the second set of elements may generate a
beam and establish coverage for a portion of the service
coverage area before the first set of elements ceases
generating the original beam. To illustrate, the second
set of elements generates a second beam to provide (or
support) the communication link for a particular portion
of a service coverage area before the first set of elements
ceases generation of a first beam that provided the com-
munication link for the particular portion of the service
coverage area. Additionally or alternatively, the first set
of elements may adjust the first beam to provide a second
communication link or links for another portion of the serv-
ice coverage area. In other implementations, the transi-
tion from the first set of elements to the second set of
elements may be "break-before-make" or may occur at
substantially the same time (e.g., simultaneously). In oth-
er implementations, the transition (e.g., a beam hand-
off) may occur at a frame boundary, during a frame, dur-
ing a packet, or a combination thereof.
[0033] The feeder link antenna 110 may be coupled to
the transceiver 104 and to the communication controller
108. The feeder link antenna 110 may be configured to
receive signals (and data) from other devices or compo-
nents of the wireless communication system. The feeder
link antenna 110 may be fixed (e.g., fixedly attached) or
may be movable (e.g., mounted on a gimbal) with respect
the vehicle 102. The feeder link antenna 110 may be
attached or mounted on an exterior of the vehicle 102.
In some implementations, the feeder link antenna 110
may be attached or mounted on a lower surface of the
vehicle 102, such as a fuselage. In other implementa-
tions, the feeder link antenna 110 may be mounted on
an upper surface of the vehicle 102 or on a nose cone
of the vehicle 102. Additionally, the vehicle 102 may in-
clude multiple feeder link antennas. For example, the
feeder link antenna 110 may be mounted on a lower sur-
face of the vehicle 102 and a second feeder link antenna
may be mounted on an upper surface of the vehicle 102.
[0034] In some implementations, the feeder link anten-
na 110 may receive the flight path data, the service cov-
erage data, or both, from the ground equipment. In one
particular implementation, the vehicle 102 may receive
the flight path data, the service coverage data, or both,
via the gateway antenna. The flight path data may indi-
cate the flight path of the vehicle 102, and the service
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coverage data may indicate the service coverage area
and information related to a plurality of cells of the service
coverage area, as further described with reference to
FIGS. 4-6. In a particular implementation, the service
coverage data may be associated with a flight path indi-
cated by the flight path data. When the beam former 142
is located in the ground equipment, the feeder link an-
tenna 110 may receive beamforming weights from the
ground equipment via a gateway antenna. In some im-
plementations, the feeder link antenna 110 may receive
flight control signals to allow an operator (e.g., a pilot) to
operate the vehicle 102 remotely.
[0035] The flight controller 112 may be configured to
operate the vehicle 102 based on the flight path data.
For example, the flight controller 112 may control the
wings (e.g., ailerons) of the vehicle 102, as an illustrative,
non-limiting example. The flight controller 112 may re-
ceive the flight path data via the feeder link antenna 110
or may access the flight path data stored on the memory
116. The flight controller 112 may be configured to control
or adjust one or more systems of the vehicle 102 to op-
erate the vehicle 102 according to the flight path indicated
by the flight path data. For example, the flight controller
112 may be configured to control or adjust a propulsion
system, an avionics system, or both. In a particular im-
plementation, the flight controller 112 may be configured
to automatically operate the vehicle 102 according to the
flight path independent of human control or input. Addi-
tionally or alternatively, the flight controller 112 may op-
erate the vehicle 102 based on the received flight control
signals to allow the operator to control the vehicle 102.
[0036] The plurality of sensors 114 may be configured
to generate sensor data during operation of the vehicle
102. The plurality of sensors 114 may include multiple
types of sensors. For example, the multiple types of sen-
sors may include an altitude sensor, a flight speed sen-
sor, an attitude sensor (e.g., one or more sensors to de-
termine roll, pitch, yaw, heading, or a combination there-
of), a location sensor (e.g., a global position system
(GPS) sensor), or a combination thereof, as illustrative,
non-limiting examples. The sensor data may be stored
at the memory 116 and may be provided to the flight
controller 112.
[0037] The memory 116 may include or correspond to
a volatile memory, a non-volatile memory, or a combina-
tion thereof. The memory 116 may be configured to store
data. For example, the memory 116 may store the flight
path data and service coverage data. In other implemen-
tations, the memory 116 may store other data, such as
data based on or including the sensor data. For example,
a processor (e.g., a processor of the communication con-
troller 108 or the flight controller 112) of the vehicle 102
may process the sensor data to generate the other data.
The other data may include altitude data, attitude data,
flight speed data, heading data, weather data, or a com-
bination thereof.
[0038] The vehicle 102 further includes a plurality of
exterior surfaces including an upper surface 122 (or por-

tion) and a lower surface (or portion) 124, as further de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 2. Additionally, the vehicle
102 includes a front portion 118 and a back portion 120,
as further described with reference to FIG. 2.
[0039] During operation of the vehicle 102, the vehicle
102 may receive the flight path data and the service cov-
erage data via the feeder link antenna 110 or may access
the flight path data from the memory 116. The flight con-
troller 112 of the vehicle 102 may operate the vehicle 102
according to the flight path indicated by the flight path
data. The plurality of sensors 114 may generate the sen-
sor data during operation of the vehicle 102.
[0040] The beam former 142 may generate the beam-
forming weights for the plurality of phased array antennas
106 to enable the plurality of phased array antennas 106
to generate a plurality of beams. For example, the first
phased array antenna 132 may generate multiple first
beams, and the second phased array antenna 134 may
generate multiple second beams based on the beam-
forming weights.
[0041] The transceiver 104 may receive and transmit
a plurality of signals via the plurality of beams. For ex-
ample, the transceiver 104 may receive a first signal that
corresponds to a particular communication link (e.g.,
from a first user device) via a first beam of the multiple
first beams. The first signal may be received from a first
user device or a first base station located within a first
portion of the service coverage area. The transceiver 104
may transmit a second signal that corresponds to the
communication link via a second beam of the multiple
second beams. Alternatively, the second beam may be
part of the multiple first beams. The second signal may
be transmitted to a second user device or a second base
station located within a second portion of the service cov-
erage area. In this example, the vehicle 102 supports a
communication link (including the first signal and the sec-
ond signal) between the first device and the second de-
vice. The communication link may allow users of the first
device and the second device to exchange data wire-
lessly.
[0042] The beam former 142 may adjust or update the
beamforming weights for each beam of the plurality of
beams to enable the plurality of phased array antennas
106 to adjust each beam to track a corresponding portion
of the service coverage area. Adjusting (or updating) the
beamforming weights may include obtaining updated
sensor data from one or more sensors of the plurality of
sensors 114. For example, the beam former 142 may
receive or obtain a second altitude of the vehicle 102, a
second attitude of the vehicle 102, or a combination
thereof. The beam former 142 may determine second
beamforming weights (e.g., beamforming weights at a
second time) to provide the first beam to the first portion
of the service coverage area based on the second alti-
tude, the second attitude, the location of the first portion
of the service coverage area relative to the aircraft, or a
combination thereof. The first set of elements may gen-
erate an adjusted first beam based on the second beam-
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forming weights. To illustrate, the first set of elements
may adjust or update a phase, an amplitude, or both, of
an emitted signal (e.g., the beam). The first beam may
have a first shape that is different from a second shape
of the adjusted first beam. For example, a first radiation
pattern of the first beam may be different from a second
radiation pattern of the adjusted first beam. Additionally
or alternatively, a first angle of the first beam may be
different from a second angle of the adjusted first beam.
[0043] Thus, a particular beam (e.g., the first beam)
may provide continuous coverage and service for the par-
ticular portion of the service coverage area for a period
of time. For example, the particular beam may provide
service for (e.g., support) one or more communication
links for the particular portion of the service coverage
area. As the vehicle 102 is operating according to the
flight path, the vehicle 102 may move to a location where
the first set of elements can no longer provide service to
the particular service coverage area, or when providing
coverage to the particular service coverage area, the first
set of elements may generate interference or distortion
that may affect other beams of the first multiple beams.
For example, when the location of the vehicle 102 places
the first set of elements of the first phased array antenna
132 at (or near) its maximum scan angle, the communi-
cation controller 108 may initiate a hand-off procedure
to transfer the particular portion of the service coverage
area to another set of elements. For example, the com-
munication controller 108 may send a control signal to
the transceiver 104, one or more elements of the plurality
of phased array antennas 106, or a combination thereof.
The control signal may enable execution of a beam hand-
off.
[0044] As a first illustration, the beam hand-off may be
between sets of elements of the same phased array an-
tenna. For example, when the first set of elements and
the second set of elements are part of the first phased
array antenna 132, the second set of elements may take
over providing the communication link for the particular
portion of the service coverage area from the first set of
elements. To illustrate, the second set of elements may
generate or direct the second beam to provide coverage
for the particular portion of the service coverage area.
The second beam generated by second set of elements
may enable the transceiver 104 to receive and transmit
signals corresponding to one or more communication
links, including the communication link. The first set of
elements of the first phased array antenna 132 may
cease providing the communication link for the particular
portion of the service coverage area. For example, the
first set of elements may adjust the first beam to another
portion of the service coverage area or may cease gen-
erating the first beam. In a particular implementation, the
first set of elements ceases providing the communication
link after the second set of elements has generated the
second beam and established one or more communica-
tion links for the particular service coverage area.
[0045] As a second illustration, the beam hand-off may

be between sets of elements of different phased array
antennas. For example, the first set of elements of the
first phased array antenna 132 may be providing the com-
munication link for the particular portion of the service
coverage area and a set of elements of the second
phased array antenna 134 may take over providing the
communication link for the particular portion of the serv-
ice coverage area. The set of elements of the second
phased array antenna 134 may generate a third beam
to provide the communication link for the particular por-
tion of the service coverage area. The first set of elements
of the first phased array antenna 132 may cease provid-
ing the communication link for the particular portion of
the service coverage area.
[0046] In some implementations, the vehicle 102 may
receive updated flight path data or service coverage data
during operation. The flight controller 112 may begin to
operate the vehicle 102 according to the updated flight
path data, and the transceiver 104, the communication
controller 108, and the beam former 142 may begin to
operate based on the updated service coverage data.
[0047] In some implementations, the beam former 142
may be located in the ground equipment. In such imple-
mentations, the vehicle 102 may transmit the sensor data
to the ground equipment via the feeder link antenna 110,
and the beam former 142 may generate the beamforming
weights based on the received sensor data. The vehicle
102 may receive the beamforming weights via the feeder
link antenna 110. The beamforming weights may be used
to adjust or update the radiation pattern, the angle, or
both, of each beam of the plurality of beams.
[0048] In some implementations, the communication
controller 108 is further configured to cause an active
channel of the first planar phased array antenna 132 to
transmit a message to a user device associated with the
active channel indicating an upcoming loss of connection
in response to determining that no alternative active
channel is available on the second planar phased array
antenna 134. The message may enable the user device
to transition to another HAP vehicle to maintain the con-
nection (e.g., a communication link).
[0049] By fixedly attaching a plurality of phased array
antennas to the vehicle 102, the vehicle 102 may serve
an increased service coverage area without adjusting a
maximum scan angle and without including a mechanical
positioning or rotating system. Thus, the vehicle 102 may
have a reduced weight and size and may have increased
performance as compared to vehicles with a mechanical
positioning or rotating system. For example, the vehicle
102 may operate longer, operate at higher altitudes, or
both.
[0050] FIG. 2 is a diagram 200 that illustrates a top
view 202, a side view 204, and a front view 206 of a
vehicle that includes a feeder link antenna 208 and a
plurality of phased array antennas 210-218. The vehicle
may include or correspond to the vehicle 102 of FIG. 1.
The feeder link antenna 208 may include or correspond
to the feeder link antenna 110 of FIG. 1. In the diagram
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200, the plurality of phased array antennas 210-218 are
fixedly attached to the vehicle and the plurality of phased
array antennas are planar phased array antennas. In
such implementations, the plurality of phased array an-
tennas 210-218 may not be rotatably attached (e.g., at-
tached to the vehicle via a gimbal). The plurality of phased
array antennas 210-218 may include or correspond to
the plurality of phased array antennas 106 of FIG. 1. Each
phased array antenna of the plurality of phased array
antennas 210-218 may have a corresponding normal
vector. For example, each phased array antenna may
have a planar antenna face that has a corresponding
normal vector (e.g., vector that is perpendicular to a plane
of the antenna face). Additionally, one or more of the
plurality of planar phased array antennas may have mu-
tually non-parallel normal vectors. In a particular exam-
ple, each of the plurality of planar phased array antennas
may have mutually non-parallel normal vectors. In an-
other particular example, two or more planar phased ar-
ray antennas may have parallel or substantially parallel
normal vectors. For example, if a size of a planar phased
array antenna needed to service a portion of the service
coverage area would be too large and not feasible (e.g.,
interfere with operation of the vehicle, cost-prohibitive,
etc.), two smaller planar phased array antennas with sub-
stantially similar normal vectors may be used to service
the portion of the service coverage area.
[0051] The top view 202 of the diagram 200 illustrated
in FIG. 2 illustrates a particular arrangement of the feeder
link antenna 208, a first phased array antenna 210, a
second phased array antenna 212, a third phased array
antenna 214, a fourth phased array antenna 216, and a
fifth phased array antenna 218. The feeder link antenna
208 and the plurality of phased array antennas 210-218
may be located on the bottom of the vehicle and are
shown in the top view 202 for clarity. In other implemen-
tations, the feeder link antenna 208 and the plurality of
phased array antennas 210-218 could have a different
arrangement. Additionally, the vehicle may include more
or less feeder link antennas, phased array antennas, or
both. The first phased array antenna 210 may include or
correspond to a fore phased array antenna. The first
phased array antenna 210 may be a planar phased array
antenna and may be fixedly attached to a first portion
(e.g., a fore portion) of a fuselage 230 of the vehicle.
[0052] The second phased array antenna 212 may in-
clude or correspond to a nadir (bottom) phased array
antenna and may have a circular aspect. The second
phased array antenna 212 may be a planar phased array
antenna and may be fixedly attached to a second portion
(e.g. a middle portion) of the fuselage 230 of the vehicle.
The third phased array antenna 214 may include or cor-
respond to an aft (rear) phased array antenna. The third
phased array antenna 214 may be a planar phased array
antenna and may be fixedly attached to a third portion
(e.g. a rear portion) of the fuselage 230 of the vehicle.
[0053] The fourth phased array antenna 216 may in-
clude or correspond to a right (e.g., starboard) phased

array antenna 216. The fourth phased array antenna 216
may be a planar phased array antenna and may be fixedly
attached to a starboard wing 232 of the vehicle. The fifth
phased array antenna 218 may include or correspond to
a left (e.g., port) phased array antenna. The fifth phased
array antenna 218 may be a planar phased array antenna
and may be fixedly attached to a port wing 234 of the
vehicle. As illustrated in FIG. 2, the fourth phased array
antenna 216 and the fifth phased array antenna 218 are
be fixedly attached to an under wing portion 250 of the
wings 232, 234. Although the plurality phased array an-
tennas 210-218 are illustrated as planar phased array
antennas in FIG. 2, in other implementations one or more
of the plurality of phased array antennas 210-218 may
include or correspond to conformal phased array anten-
nas. In such implementations, the conformal phased ar-
ray antennas may include multiple normal vectors, and
each conformal phased array antenna may include at
least one normal vector that is not parallel to at least one
normal vector of one of the other phased array antennas.
[0054] The side view 204 illustrated in FIG. 2 depicts
the feeder link antenna 208, the first phased array an-
tenna 210, the second phased array antenna 212, the
third phased array antenna 214, and corresponding nor-
mal vectors of the first, second, and third phased array
antennas 210-214. To illustrate, the first phased array
antenna 210 has a first normal vector 220 oriented in a
fore direction, the second phased array antenna 212 has
a second normal vector 222 oriented in an downward
direction, and the third phased array antenna 214 has a
third normal vector 224 oriented in an aft direction. The
side view 204 illustrates a fore (e.g., front or first) portion
240, a middle (or second) portion 242, an aft (e.g., rear
or third) portion 244, an upper portion (or surface) 246,
and a lower portion (or surface) 248 of the vehicle.
[0055] The front view 206 illustrated in FIG. 2 depicts
the fourth phased array antenna 216, the fifth phased
array antenna 218, and corresponding normal vectors of
the fourth and fifth phased array antennas 216, 218. To
illustrate, the fourth phased array antenna 216 has a
fourth normal vector 226 oriented in a starboard direction
252 and the fifth phased array antenna 218 has a fifth
normal vector 228 oriented in an port direction 254. Al-
though FIG. 2 illustrates an aircraft, in other implemen-
tations other vehicles capable of operating from a HAP
may be used. In a particular implementation, the vehicle
may be an airship (e.g., a blimp).
[0056] The front view 206 includes an illustrative ex-
ample of a conformal phased array antenna 262 coupled
to the lower portion 248 of the fuselage 230. Although
the conformal phased array antenna 262 is illustrated as
the one of the phased array antennas 210-214, in other
implementations the fourth phased array antenna 216,
the fifth phased array antenna 218, or both may be con-
formal phased array antennas. As illustrated in FIG. 2,
the conformal phased array antenna 262 has multiple
different (e.g., non-parallel) normal vectors, such as a
sixth normal vector 264 and a seventh normal vector 266.
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Additionally, the front view 206 also illustrates a first max-
imum scan angle 256 of the fourth phased (or right
phased) array antenna 216 and a second maximum scan
angle 258 of the fifth phased (or left phased) array an-
tenna 218. As illustrated in FIG. 2, the maximum scan
angles 256, 258 are azimuth maximum scan angles de-
fined by an angle from a normal vector (e.g., the fourth
normal vector 226 and the fifth normal vector 228). The
maximum scan angles 256, 258 may be different. For
example, the first maximum scan angle 256 may be
greater than the second maximum scan angle 258 to
account for a bank angle of the vehicle as the vehicle
operates.
[0057] Phased array antennas of the vehicle may have
different aspect ratios. As an illustrative, non-limiting ex-
ample, a first aspect ratio 272 of a particular phased array
antenna (e.g., the first phased array antenna 210, the
second phased array antenna 212, the third phased array
antenna 214, or a combination thereof) may be different
from a second aspect ratio 274 of other phased array
antennas (e.g., the fourth phased array antenna 216, the
fifth phased array antenna 218, or both).
[0058] By fixedly attaching a plurality of phased array
antennas such that normal vectors of at least two of the
plurality of phased array antennas are non-parallel, the
plurality of phased array antennas may service a larger
coverage area with less distortion and without the weight
and maintenance of a mechanical system (e.g., a gimbal)
to rotate and tilt the plurality of phased array antennas.
[0059] FIG. 3 illustrates a diagram of an example of a
wireless communication system 300 that includes a ve-
hicle 302 operating as a HAP. The vehicle 302 may in-
clude or correspond to the vehicle 102 of FIG. 1, the
vehicle of FIG. 2, or both. The wireless communication
system 300 may include the vehicle 302, a satellite 304,
a plurality of base stations 312-318, a plurality of user
devices 322-328, and a gateway antenna 306.
[0060] The vehicle 302 may operate according to a
flight path 342. The flight path 342 may include or corre-
spond to a pattern. For example, the flight path 342 may
include a loop, a circle, an ellipse, a figure eight, or a
combination thereof. The flight path 342 may be indicated
by flight path data which may be received from the gate-
way antenna 306 or stored in a memory of the vehicle
302. The satellite 304 may be configured to communicate
with the vehicle 302, the plurality of base stations
312-318, the plurality of user device 322-328, and the
gateway antenna 306, or a combination thereof.
[0061] The plurality of base stations 312-318 may be
configured to communicate with the vehicle 302, the sat-
ellite 304, the plurality of user device 322-328, the gate-
way antenna 306, or a combination thereof. The plurality
of base stations 312-318 may form or be included in a
terrestrial cellular network of the wireless communication
system 300. The plurality of base stations 312-318 may
be configured to receive and transmit signals corre-
sponding to communication links. The plurality of base
stations 312-318 may be configured to receive signals

from a user device and to transmit signals to another user
device. Additionally, the plurality of base stations
312-318 may be configured to receive signals from a user
device, another base station, the vehicle 302, or a com-
bination thereof, and to transmit signals to another user
device, another base station, the vehicle 302, or a com-
bination thereof.
[0062] The plurality of user devices 322-328 includes
a first user device 322, a second user device 324, a third
user device 326, and a fourth user device 328. The plu-
rality of user devices 322-328 may be configured to com-
municate with other user devices via one or more com-
ponents of the wireless communication system 300.
[0063] In the particular example illustrate in FIG. 3, a
first base station 312 may be associated with (e.g., sup-
port communication links for) the first user device 322. A
second base station 314 may be associated with the sec-
ond user device 324. A third base station 316 may be
associated with the third user device 326. A fourth base
station 318 may be associated with the fourth user device
328.
[0064] The gateway antenna 306 may be configured
to communicate with a feeder link antenna of the vehicle
302, such as the feeder link antenna 110 of FIG. 1 or 208
of FIG. 2. The gateway antenna 306 may include gateway
equipment, such as eNodeb equipment, core network
equipment, a beam former (e.g., the beam former 142 of
FIG. 1), or a combination thereof. The gateway equip-
ment may be coupled to, and may communicate with,
the Internet, a terrestrial cellular network (e.g., the plu-
rality of base stations 312-318), satellites (e.g., the sat-
ellite 304), or a combination thereof.
[0065] During operation of the wireless communication
system 300, the first user device 322 may establish the
first communication link 332 with the second user device
324 via the satellite 304. The first user device 322 and
the second user device 324 may be able to transmit and
receive signals via the satellite 304 to enable wireless
communications between the first user device 322 and
the second user device 324.
[0066] The gateway antenna 306 may establish a sec-
ond communication link 334 with the vehicle 302 to trans-
mit or receive data. For example, the gateway antenna
306 may transmit the flight path data or the service cov-
erage data to the feeder link antenna of the vehicle 302.
The vehicle 302 may receive the flight path data from the
gateway antenna 306 and may begin to operate accord-
ing to the flight path 342 indicated by the flight path data.
In some implementations, the vehicle 302 may transmit
data, such as sensor data, to the gateway antenna 306
and the gateway antenna 306 may transmit beamforming
weights to the vehicle 302 via the second communication
link 334.
[0067] The vehicle 302 may be configured to support
communication links for each device of the plurality of
user device 322-328. For example, the vehicle 302 may
support (or provide) a third communication link 336 to
the third user device 326 and the fourth user device 328.
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The vehicle 302 may receive a first signal from the third
user device 326 and may transmit a second signal to the
fourth user device 328. The vehicle 302 may transmit
and receive the signals using the plurality of phased array
antennas. In a particular example, the vehicle 302 may
receive the first signal via a first phased array antenna
of the plurality of phased array antennas and may trans-
mit the second signal via the first phased array antenna.
In another particular example, the vehicle 302 may re-
ceive the first signal via the first phased array antenna
of the plurality of phased array antennas and may trans-
mit the second signal via a second phased array antenna
of the plurality of phased array antennas. Additionally or
alternatively, the vehicle 302 may receive signals corre-
sponding to the third communication link 336 from the
fourth user device 328 and may transmit signals corre-
sponding to the third communication link 336 to the third
user device 326.
[0068] As another example, the vehicle 302 may sup-
port a fourth communication link 338 to the third user
device 326 and the fourth user device 328. The fourth
user device 328 may transmit a third signal to the fourth
base station 318. The fourth base station 318 may relay
the third signal to the vehicle 302. For example, the fourth
based station 318 may generate a fourth signal based
on the third signal and may transmit the fourth signal to
the vehicle 302. The vehicle 302 may receive the fourth
signal via the plurality of phased array antennas and may
send a fifth signal to the third user device 326. Additionally
or alternatively, the vehicle 302 may receive signals cor-
responding to the fourth communication link 338 from the
third user device 326 and may transmit signals corre-
sponding to the fourth communication link 338 to the
fourth user device 328 via the fourth base station 318.
[0069] The signals of the third communication link 336
and the signals of the fourth communication link 338 may
be transmitted at a lower power or with a lower gain than
the signals of the first communication link 332, as the
signals of the first communication link 332 have to travel
farther and pass through multiple layers (e.g., the ozone
layer) of the Earth’s atmosphere. Additionally, the vehicle
302 may be able to service a larger service area than a
particular base station. For example, the vehicle 302 may
transmit and receive signals from multiple user devices
of the plurality of user device 322-328.
[0070] By operating a vehicle as a HAP, the wireless
communication system may provide (or support) com-
munication links that use less power than communication
links that are provided via satellites. Additionally, vehicles
operating as a HAP may offer better line of site than ter-
restrial equipment, such as base stations, and may pro-
vide better coverage or service a larger area for commu-
nication links than the terrestrial equipment. Further-
more, vehicles operating as a HAP may provide wireless
communication service to remote areas (e.g., areas with-
out ground based infrastructure), to areas with topogra-
phy where ground based infrastructure is not commer-
cially feasible, and/or to areas where infrastructure be-

comes damaged, such as due to weather.
[0071] FIG. 4 is a diagram that illustrates an example
400 of a beam map 402 produced by a particular config-
uration of a plurality of phased array antennas. The beam
map 402 may correspond to beams produced by the plu-
rality of antennas of FIGS. 1 and 2 included in a vehicle
operating as a HAP. In a particular implementation, the
vehicle is an aircraft operating between 17 km and 22
km above the Earth. For example, the vehicle may in-
clude or correspond to the vehicle 102 of FIG. 1, the
vehicle of FIG. 2, the vehicle 302 of FIG. 3, or a combi-
nation thereof. The beam map 402 may be associated
with a service coverage area and may produce a ground
coverage pattern to provide communication links to the
service coverage area.
[0072] In the example 400 illustrated in FIG. 4, the
beam map 402 include five sections and has a service
coverage area of 100 km in diameter. Each section in-
cludes multiple beams to service a plurality of cells and
the multiple beams correspond to a particular phased
array antenna. For example, multiple first beams 412
may be produced by a nadir phased array antenna and
multiple second beams 414 may be produced by a right
phased array antenna. In some implementations, each
cell may have a similar size. For example, each cell in a
particular section may have a similar size. To illustrate,
each cell in a section corresponding to a starboard
phased array antenna (e.g., a starboard antenna section)
may have a dimension of 3.5 km by 7 km. In other im-
plementations, each cell in a particular section or cells
of different sections may have different sizes. For exam-
ple, a cell in a port antenna section located near a nadir
antenna section may be smaller than a cell in the port
antenna section located near the outer edge of the port
antenna section. As another example, a cell of the nadir
antenna section may be smaller than cells of one or more
other sections. To illustrate, cells of the nadir antenna
section may be 1.7 km by 3.5 km and cells of the other
sections may be 3.5 km by 7 km.
[0073] Additionally or alternatively, the plurality of cells
may have similar shapes. For example, each cell in a
particular section may have a similar shape. As another
example each cell of multiple sections may have a similar
shape. The shapes may include or correspond to hex-
agonal shapes, rhombic shapes, octagonal shapes, or a
combination thereof, as illustrative, non-limiting exam-
ples.
[0074] Each phased array antenna of the plurality of
phased array antennas may have an operating scan an-
gle in azimuth and elevation coordinates. In the example
400 illustrated in FIG. 4, a fore phased array antenna, a
nadir phased array antenna, and an aft phased array
antenna each have an operating azimuth scan angle of
plus or minus 35 degrees. The nadir phased array an-
tenna may have a circular aspect to provide a substan-
tially circular ground coverage pattern. A left phased ar-
ray antenna and the right phased array antenna each
have an operating elevation scan angle of plus or minus
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55 degrees. In other implementations, the phased array
antennas may have different operating scan angles. The
operating scan angles may be based on maximum scan
angles of the plurality of phased array antennas.
[0075] Each phased array antenna of the plurality of
phased array antennas may have a maximum scan angle
in a first plane and a second plane of a coordinate system
(with the phased array antenna oriented in a third plane
of the coordinate system). After the plurality of phased
array antennas are attached to a vehicle, these maximum
scan angles in the first plane and the second plane trans-
late to a maximum azimuth scan angle and a maximum
elevation scan angle. In the example 400 illustrated in
FIG. 4, the fore phased array antenna, the nadir phased
array antenna, and the aft phased array antenna each
may have a maximum azimuth scan angle of greater than
or equal to plus or minus 35 degrees. The left phased
array antenna and the right phased array antenna may
each have a maximum elevation scan angle of greater
than or equal to plus or minus 55 degrees. In other im-
plementations, the phased array antennas may have dif-
ferent maximum scan angles.
[0076] The plurality of antennas may be arranged such
that a first potential ground coverage area associated
with a first phased array antenna partially overlaps with
a second potential ground coverage area associated with
a second phased array antenna. To illustrate, the nadir
array phased antenna may service a first portion of the
service coverage area (using the multiple first beams
412) and the right phased array antenna may service a
second portion of the service coverage area (using the
multiple second beams 414). The right phased array an-
tenna may be capable of supporting communication links
for a portion 416 of the first portion of the service coverage
area that is serviced by the multiple first beams 412 of
the nadir phased array antenna. By having overlapping
coverage areas (e.g., the portion 416), beam hand-off
operations may be performed before reaching the max-
imum scan angle.
[0077] Each cell of the plurality of cells may have an
associated frequency (or frequency range). The plurality
of cells may reuse a frequency (or a frequency ranges).
For example, a frequency (or frequency range) associ-
ated with a particular cell of a particular section may be
different from other cells of the particular section. In a
particular implementation, the particular cell may have a
different frequency (or frequency range) than frequen-
cies (or frequencies ranges) of surrounding cells to en-
able frequency reuse, as described with reference to FIG.
5.
[0078] FIG. 5 illustrates an example 500 of frequency
reuse for cells serviced by a phased array antenna. The
phased array antenna may include or correspond to a
phased array antenna of the plurality of phased array
antenna 106 of FIG. 1, the phased array antennas
210-218 of FIG. 2, the phased array antennas of FIG. 4,
or a combination thereof.
[0079] Frequency reuse occurs when a range of fre-

quencies (e.g., a frequency band) allocated to a wireless
communication system or a HAP are re-used in a cells
of a service coverage area in patterns. The frequency
band may include a plurality of channels. A channel (e.g.,
a subset of frequencies of the range of frequencies) may
be assigned dynamically to each of the beams according
to a frequency reuse pattern, such as 3 color, 4 color, 7
color, 20 color, etc.
[0080] In the example 500 illustrated in FIG. 5, a dia-
gram 502 illustrates a 7 color frequency reuse pattern for
7 cells, such as a cluster pattern. Although the cells are
illustrated as hexagonal, other shapes may be used, as
described with reference to FIG. 4. Additionally, each cell
may have a different size or shape depending on a to-
pography of a location associated with the cell or other
service characteristics, such as population density. A di-
agram 504 illustrates a frequency band divided into 7
equal segments or channels. To illustrate, for a 700 meg-
ahertz (MHz) frequency band, a first channel may corre-
spond to a first 100 MHz of frequencies of the frequency
band, a second channel may correspond to a second
100 MHz of frequencies of the frequency band, etc. Al-
though each channel is illustrated in FIG. 5 as having the
same width or bandwidth, in other implementations the
channels may have varying widths or bandwidths. A di-
agram 506 illustrates the frequency reuse pattern of the
diagram 502 replicated for a plurality of cells (e.g., a por-
tion of a service coverage area). The diagram 506 depicts
four clusters 512-518 each having the 7 color frequency
reuse pattern of the diagram 502. In the diagram 506,
multiple first cells may be serviced by a first set of beams
522 having a first frequency 532 (or a first range of fre-
quencies), and multiple second cells may be serviced by
a second set of beams 524 having a second frequency
534 (or a second range of frequencies). The first set of
beams 522 and the second set of beams 524 may be
generated by the same phased array antenna or different
phased array antennas.
[0081] By assigning channels to the beams according
to a frequency reuse pattern, interference between com-
munication links can be reduced as comparted to sys-
tems which do not use a frequency reuse pattern. Addi-
tionally, a reuse distance between channels is increased
resulting in generating sidelobe suppression (reducing
signal leakage) that is sufficient enough to keep cochan-
nel interference below a threshold level (e.g., a level ac-
ceptable to or unnoticeable by users)
[0082] FIG. 6 a diagram that illustrates an example 600
of beam coverage and beam shape for a plurality of
beams generated by a plurality of phased array antennas
of a vehicle. For example, the vehicle may include or
correspond to the vehicle 102 of FIG. 1, the vehicle of
FIG. 2, the vehicle 302 of FIG. 3, or a combination thereof.
The phased array antenna may include or correspond to
a phased array antenna of the plurality of phased array
antenna 106 of FIG. 1, the phased array antennas
210-218 of FIG. 2, the phased array antennas of FIG. 4,
or a combination thereof.
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[0083] In the example 600 illustrated in FIG. 6, a cov-
erage pattern diagram 602 illustrates ground coverage
(e.g., a service coverage area 602) for a plurality of
phased array antennas of a vehicle operating as a HAP.
A beam map diagram 604 illustrates that corresponding
beam shapes used to generate the ground coverage of
the coverage pattern diagram 602. As illustrated in FIG.
6, cell sizes of the coverage pattern diagram 602 may be
substantially uniform. For example, cell sizes within the
black ring are substantially the same size as each other
and cell sizes outside of the black ring are substantially
the same size as each other. To illustrate, beams located
near the outside of the beam map diagram 604 are small-
er than beams located near the center of the beam map
diagram 604 such that when the beams are projected on
the ground, the cell sizes may be substantially uniform.
[0084] During operation, the vehicle may operate ac-
cording to a flight path such that the vehicle may be op-
erating substantially near a center of the service cover-
age area at all times during the flight path. In some im-
plementations, the vehicle may operate according to a
circular flight path with a diameter of 1 to 2 km at a location
or within an area. The flight path may also indicate an
altitude of the vehicle. To illustrate, the vehicle may travel
along the circular flight path at an altitude of 22 km, and
the center of the flight path may be located at or near the
center of the service coverage area. Additionally, the
flight path may indicate a range or a tolerance for the
diameter, the location, the altitude, or a combination
thereof, of the flight path. In other implementations, the
vehicle may operate according to an elliptical flight path
or a lemniscate (e.g., a figure eight) flight path. For ex-
ample, flight restrictions or air space restrictions may re-
strict the vehicle from operating over a portion of the serv-
ice coverage area. The vehicle may be part of a wireless
communications system and may support communica-
tion links for the service coverage area, as described with
reference to FIG. 3.
[0085] As an illustrative, non-limiting example, a first
phased array antenna of the vehicle may be able to pro-
vide service to a first portion 612 (defined by the circle)
of the service coverage area and a second phased array
antenna may be able to provide service to a second por-
tion 614 (defined by dashed lines) of the service coverage
area. The first portion 612 of the service coverage area
may partially overlap the second portion 614 to enable
more time for beam handoff operations.
[0086] FIG. 7 illustrates a particular example of a meth-
od 700 of method of communicating via a plurality of
phased array antennas on board a vehicle. The method
700 may be performed by the system 100 of FIG. 1, the
vehicle 102 of FIG. 1, the vehicle 302 of FIG. 3, or a
combination thereof. The method 700 may include or cor-
respond to a method for communicating via a phased
array antenna system.
[0087] The method 700 includes, at 702, receiving, via
a first planar phased array antenna fixedly attached to
an aircraft, a first signal corresponding to a communica-

tion link. For example, the first planar phased array an-
tenna may include or correspond to the first phased array
antenna of 132 of FIG. 1, the second phased array an-
tenna of 134 of FIG. 1, or a phased array antenna of the
phased array antennas 210-218 of FIG. 2. The aircraft
may include or correspond to the vehicle 102 of FIG. 1.
To illustrate, referring to FIG. 3, the vehicle 302 may re-
ceive a first signal from the third user device 326 that
correspond to the third communication link 336 between
the third user device 326 and the fourth user device 328.
In some implementations, the data includes sensor data
from a plurality of sensors onboard the vehicle, such as
the plurality of sensors 114 of FIG. 1.
[0088] The method 700 includes, at 704, transmitting,
via a second planar phased array antenna fixedly at-
tached to the aircraft, a second signal corresponding to
the communication link. A first normal vector of the first
planar phased array antenna may not be parallel to a
second normal vector of the second planar phased array
antenna. For example, the second planar phased array
antenna may include or correspond to the first phased
array antenna of 132 of FIG. 1, the second phased array
antenna of 134 of FIG. 1, or a phased array antenna of
the phased array antennas 210-218 of FIG. 2. To illus-
trate, referring to FIG. 3, the vehicle 302 may transmit a
second signal to the fourth user device 328 that corre-
spond to the third communication link 336.
[0089] In some implementations, the first signal corre-
sponding to the communication link may be received from
a first user device or a first ground station. The second
signal corresponding to the communication link may be
transmitted to a second user device or a second ground
station. For example, the first signal and the second sig-
nal may include or correspond to the signals of the third
communication link 336 of FIG. 3, the fourth communi-
cation link 338 of FIG. 3, or both. Each of the first ground
station and the second ground station may include or
correspond to a base station of the plurality of base sta-
tions 312-318 of FIG. 3.
[0090] The method 700 may enable a vehicle operating
as a HAP to transmit and receive signals corresponding
to communication links of a wireless communication sys-
tem. The method 700 may consume less power and may
operate on frequencies compatible by cellular device as
compared to satellites and other HAP vehicles that op-
erate above the Ozone layer. The method 700 may more
quickly and efficiently provide increased bandwidth to ar-
eas expecting an influx in population density (e.g., a con-
cert or an event) and as compared to building ground
based infrastructure. The method 700 may provide wire-
less communication service to remote areas (e.g., areas
without ground based infrastructure), to areas with to-
pography where ground based infrastructure is not com-
mercially feasible, and/or to areas where infrastructure
becomes damaged, such as due to weather.
[0091] FIGS. 8-10 illustrate one or more additional op-
erations that may be performed in addition to the opera-
tions of the method 700 of FIG. 7. Operations of methods
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800, 900, 950, 1000, and 1050 may be performed by the
system 100 of FIG. 1, the vehicle 102 of FIG. 1, the vehicle
302 of FIG. 3, or a combination thereof. Referring to FIG.
8, the method 800 may include or correspond to an ex-
emplary method for generating and adjusting beams
when communicating via a phased array antenna sys-
tem.
[0092] The method 800 may include one or more of
the operations 802-808. As illustrated in FIG. 8, the meth-
od 800 includes, at 802, generating a first beam, by a
first set of elements of the first planar phased array an-
tenna, based on an altitude of the aircraft, an attitude of
the aircraft, a first portion of a service coverage area, a
flight path, or a combination thereof. The first signal may
be received via the first beam. The method 800 includes,
at 804, generating a second beam, by a second set of
elements of the second planar phased array antenna,
based on the altitude, the attitude, a second portion of
the service coverage area, the flight path, or a combina-
tion thereof. The second signal may be transmitted via
the second beam. To illustrate, the first set of elements
of the first phased array antenna 132 may generate the
first beam and the set of elements of the second phased
array antenna 134 may generate the second beam based
on the sensor data, the flight path data, and the service
coverage data, as described with reference to FIG. 1.
[0093] The method 800 includes, at 806, adjusting a
shape of the first beam based on the altitude, the attitude,
the first portion of the service coverage area, the flight
path, or a combination thereof. The method 800 includes,
at 808, adjusting a shape of the second beam based on
the altitude, the attitude, the second portion of the service
coverage area, the flight path, or a combination thereof.
For example, the beam former 142 may adjust a phase,
an amplitude, or both, of signals generated the first set
of elements and the second set of elements to adjust the
shape of the first beam and the second beam, as de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 1.
[0094] FIG. 9 illustrates the method 900 and the meth-
od 950. The method 900 may include or correspond to
another exemplary method for adjusting beams when
communicating via a phased array antenna system. The
method 950 may include or correspond to an exemplary
method for receiving (or updating) flight path data and/or
service coverage data when communicating via a phased
array antenna system.
[0095] The method 900 may include one or more of
the operations 902-906 and may correspond to a partic-
ular example of adjusting the shape of the first beam as
described with reference to the operation 806 of FIG. 8.
In the method 900 illustrated in FIG. 9, the first beam is
generated based on first beamforming weights and pro-
vides the communication link to the first portion of the
service coverage area. In a particular implementation,
the first beamforming weights are determined based on
a first altitude of the aircraft, a first attitude of the aircraft,
a location of the first portion of the service coverage area
relative to the aircraft, or a combination thereof.

[0096] The method 900 includes, at 902, receiving,
from one or more sensors of the aircraft, a second altitude
of the aircraft, a second attitude of the aircraft, or a com-
bination thereof. The method 900 also includes, at 904,
determining second beamforming weights to provide the
first beam to the first portion of the service coverage area
based on the second altitude, the second attitude, the
location of the first portion of the service coverage area
relative to the aircraft, or a combination thereof. The
method 900 further includes, at 906, generating an ad-
justed first beam based on the second beamforming
weights. The first beam may have a first shape that is
different from a second shape of the adjusted first beam.
[0097] Referring to the method 950, the method 950
includes, at 952, receiving flight path data via a commu-
nication uplink. For example, the vehicle 302 may receive
the flight path data, the service coverage data, or a both
from the gateway antenna 306 via the feeder link anten-
na. The method 950 includes, at 954, operating the air-
craft based on the flight path data. For example, the ve-
hicle 302 may be operated according to the flight path
342 based on the flight path data. The method 950 in-
cludes, at 956, receiving service coverage data associ-
ated with the flight path via the communication uplink,
such as the feeder link antenna 110 of FIG. 1 or the feeder
link antenna 208 of FIG. 2.
[0098] FIG. 10 illustrates the method 1000 and the
method 1050. The method 1000 may include or corre-
spond to an exemplary method for performing a hand-
off (e.g., an intra-antenna hand-off) when communicating
via a phased array antenna system. The method 1050
may include or correspond to another exemplary method
for performing a hand-off (e.g., an inter-antenna hand-
off) when communicating via a phased array antenna
system.
[0099] The method 1000 may include one or more of
the operations 1002-1006 and may correspond to a soft
hand-off (e.g., a make-before-break hand-off) or a hard
hand-off (e.g., a make-before-break hand-off). In the
method 1000 illustrated in FIG. 10, a first set of elements
of the first planar phased array antenna provides the com-
munication link for a particular portion of a service cov-
erage area. In such implementations, the method 1000
includes executing a beam hand-off for the first planar
phased array antenna that includes, at 1002, ceasing
providing, by the first set of elements, the communication
link for the particular portion of the service coverage area.
The method 1000 further includes, at 1004, providing, by
a second set of elements of the first planar phased array
antenna, the communication link for the particular portion
of the service coverage area. Providing the communica-
tion link may include receiving and transmitting signals
corresponding to the communication link. In some imple-
mentations, the second set of elements may provide the
communication link for the particular portion of the serv-
ice before the first set of elements ceases providing the
communication link for the particular portion. To illustrate,
the second set of elements of the first phased array an-
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tenna 132 of FIG. 1 may generate the second signal be-
fore the first set of elements of the first phased array
antenna 132 ceases generating the first signal or adjusts
the first signal to cover another portion of the service
coverage area, as described with reference to FIG. 1.
[0100] In other implementations, executing the beam
hand-off includes ceasing providing, by the first set of
elements, the communication link for the particular por-
tion of the service coverage area. For example, the first
set of elements may cease providing the communication
link for the particular portion of the service coverage area,
or may begin to provide service to another portion of the
coverage area. Executing the beam hand-off may further
include providing, by a first set of elements of the second
planar phased array antenna, the communication link for
the particular portion of the service coverage area. In
some implementations, the second set of elements may
provide the communication link for the particular portion
of the service before the first set of elements ceases pro-
viding the communication link for the particular portion.
To illustrate, the set of elements of the second phased
array antenna 134 of FIG. 1 may provide the communi-
cation link for the particular portion of the service before
the first set of elements of the first phased array antenna
132 of FIG. 1 ceases providing the communication link
for the particular portion, as described with reference to
FIG. 1. In some implementations, the soft hand-off, the
hard hand-off, or both, of the first phased array antenna
may occur at a packet boundary.
[0101] Referring to the method 1050, the method 1050
includes, at 1052, performing a beam hand-off from a
first set of elements to a second set of elements at a
packet boundary of the communication link. For example,
the communication controller 108 of FIG. 1 may perform
the beam hand-off (e.g., an inter-antenna hand-off) at or
near an end of a first packet and a beginning of a second
packet of the communication link. In a particular imple-
mentation, the communication controller 108 may send
a control signal to one or more phased arrays of the plu-
rality of phased array antennas to initiate the beam hand-
off. For example, the control signal may be sent to the
first planar phased array antenna and to the second pla-
nar phased and may indicate a hand-off from the first
planar phased array antenna to the second planar
phased array antenna to maintain a particular communi-
cation link based on an expected flight path and expected
attitude of the aircraft.
[0102] The method 1050 includes performing a soft
hand-off, at 1054, or performing a hard hand-off, at 1056.
For example, the method 1050 includes, at 1054, the
second set of elements generates a second beam to pro-
vide the communication link for a particular portion of a
service coverage area before the first set of elements
ceases generation of a first beam that provided the com-
munication link for the particular portion of the service
coverage area. Alternatively, the method 1050 includes,
at 1056, the first set of elements ceases generation of a
first beam that provided the communication link for a par-

ticular portion of a service coverage area before the sec-
ond set of elements generates a second beam to provide
the communication link for the particular portion of the
service coverage area. In some implementations, the
communication controller 108 may be configured to per-
form both soft hand-offs and hard hand-offs. In other im-
plementations, performing a hand-off may occur over a
plurality of packets. For example, when performing a soft
hand-off (e.g., a make-before-break hand-off) both the
first planar phased array antenna and the second planar
phased array antenna may maintain the communication
link while a plurality of packets are transmitted and/or
received.
[0103] Referring to FIGS. 11 and 12, examples of the
disclosure are described in the context of a vehicle man-
ufacturing and service method 1100 as illustrated by the
flow chart of FIG. 11 and a vehicle system 1200 as illus-
trated by the block diagram of FIG. 12. A vehicle pro-
duced by the vehicle manufacturing and service method
1100 of FIG. 11 and a vehicle 1202 of FIG. 12 may include
an aircraft, an airship, or another vehicle, as illustrative,
non-limiting examples. The vehicle 1202 may be manned
or unmanned (e.g., a drone or an unmanned aerial ve-
hicle (UAV). The vehicle 1202 may operate as a HAP.
[0104] Referring to FIG. 11, a flowchart of an illustrative
example of a method of operating a system for commu-
nicating via a plurality of phased array antennas (e.g., a
communications system) is shown and designated 1100.
During pre-production, the exemplary method 1100 in-
cludes, at 102, specification and design of a vehicle, such
as the vehicle 102 of FIG. 1 or a vehicle 1202 described
with reference to FIG. 12. During the specification and
design of the vehicle, the method 1100 may include spec-
ifying a transceiver, a plurality of phased array antennas,
a communication controller, or a combination thereof.
The transceiver and the plurality of phased array anten-
nas may include or correspond to the transceiver 104
and the plurality of phased array antennas 106, respec-
tively. The communication controller may include or cor-
respond to the communication controller 108. At 1104,
the method 1100 includes material procurement. For ex-
ample, the method 1100 may include procuring materials
(such as the transceiver 104 of FIG. 1, the plurality of
phased array antennas 106 of FIG. 1, the communication
controller 108 of FIG. 1, or a combination thereof) for the
communications system.
[0105] During production, the method 1100 includes,
at 1106, component and subassembly manufacturing
and, at 808, system integration of the vehicle. The meth-
od 800 may include component and subassembly man-
ufacturing (e.g., producing the transceiver 104 of FIG. 1,
the plurality of phased array antennas 106 of FIG. 1, the
communication controller 108 of FIG. 1, or a combination
thereof) of the communications system and system inte-
gration (e.g., coupling the communication controller 108
to the plurality of phased array antennas 106) of the sys-
tem for communicating via a plurality of phased array
antennas. At 1110, the method 1100 includes certifica-
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tion and delivery of the vehicle and, at 1112, placing the
vehicle in service. Certification and delivery may include
certifying the communications system. The method 1100
may include placing the communications system in serv-
ice. While in service by a customer, the vehicle may be
scheduled for routine maintenance and service (which
may also include modification, reconfiguration, refurbish-
ment, and so on). At 1114, the method 1100 includes
performing maintenance and service on the vehicle. The
method 1100 may include performing maintenance and
service of the communications system. For example,
maintenance and service of the communications system
may include replacing one or more of the transceiver 104
of FIG. 1, the plurality of phased array antennas 106 of
FIG. 1, the communication controller 108 of FIG. 1, or a
combination thereof.
[0106] Each of the processes of the method 800 may
be performed or carried out by a system integrator, a
third party, and/or an operator (e.g., a customer). For the
purposes of this description, a system integrator may in-
clude without limitation any number of vehicle manufac-
turers and major-system subcontractors; a third party
may include without limitation any number of venders,
subcontractors, and suppliers; and an operator may be
an airline, leasing company, military entity, service or-
ganization, and so on.
[0107] Referring to FIG. 12, a block diagram of an il-
lustrative implementation of a vehicle that includes com-
ponents of a system for communicating via a plurality of
phased array antennas is shown and designated 1200.
For example, the vehicle 1202 may include or correspond
to the vehicle 102 of FIG. 1. To illustrate, the vehicle 1202
may include an aircraft, as an illustrative, non-limiting ex-
ample. The vehicle may have been produced by at least
a portion of the method 1100 of FIG. 11. As shown in
FIG. 1, the vehicle 1202 (e.g., an aircraft) may include a
plurality of sensors 114, an airframe 1218, an interior
1222, a forward portion 1242, an aft portion 1244, an
upper surface 1246, a lower surface 1248, and a plurality
of systems 1220 including a communications system
1201. The plurality of systems 1220 may additionally in-
clude one or more of a propulsion system 1224, an elec-
trical system 1226, an environmental system 1228, or a
hydraulic system 1230. The communications system
1201 may include components of the system 100 de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 1, and may include the
transceiver 104, the plurality of phased array antennas
106, and a communication controller 108. In some im-
plementations, the communication controller 108 of the
vehicle 1202 may include a beam former 142. The beam
former 142 determines beamforming weights 1252, as
described with reference to FIG. 1 The beam former 142
may determine the second beamforming weights 1254
by adjusting the first beamforming weights 1252 as de-
scribed with reference to FIG. 1.
[0108] Additionally, any number of other systems may
be included, such as a memory (not shown) coupled to
transceiver 104, the communication controller 108, or

both. The memory may include or correspond to the
memory 116 of FIG. 1. The transceiver 104, the commu-
nication controller 108, or both, may be configured to
execute computer-executable instructions (e.g., a pro-
gram of one or more instructions) stored in the memory.
The instructions, when executed, cause the transceiver
104, the communication controller 108, or both, to per-
form one or more operations of the method 700 of FIG.
7, the method 800 of FIG. 8, the methods 900 and 950
of FIG. 9, the method 1000 of FIG. 10, or a combination
thereof.
[0109] Apparatus and methods included herein may
be employed during any one or more of the stages of the
method 1100 of FIG. 11. For example, components or
subassemblies corresponding to production process
1108 may be fabricated or manufactured in a manner
similar to components or subassemblies produced while
the vehicle 1202 is in service, at 1112 for example and
without limitation. Also, one or more apparatus imple-
mentations, method implementations, or a combination
thereof may be utilized during the production stages (e.g.,
stages 1102-1110 of the method 1100), for example, by
substantially expediting assembly of or reducing the cost
of the vehicle 1202. Similarly, one or more of apparatus
implementations, method implementations, or a combi-
nation thereof, may be utilized while the vehicle 1202 is
in service, at 1112 for example and without limitation, to
maintenance and service, at 1114.
[0110] The illustrations of the examples described
herein are intended to provide a general understanding
of the structure of the various implementations. The il-
lustrations are not intended to serve as a complete de-
scription of all of the elements and features of apparatus
and systems that utilize the structures or methods de-
scribed herein. Many other implementations may be ap-
parent to those of skill in the art upon reviewing the dis-
closure. Other implementations may be utilized and de-
rived from the disclosure, such that structural and logical
substitutions and changes may be made without depart-
ing from the scope of the disclosure. For example, meth-
od operations may be performed in a different order than
shown in the figures or one or more method operations
may be omitted. Accordingly, the disclosure and the fig-
ures are to be regarded as illustrative rather than restric-
tive.
[0111] The Abstract of the Disclosure is submitted with
the understanding that it will not be used to interpret or
limit the scope or meaning of the claims. In addition, in
the foregoing Detailed Description, various features may
be grouped together or described in a single implemen-
tation for the purpose of streamlining the disclosure. Ex-
amples described above illustrate but do not limit the dis-
closure. It should also be understood that numerous
modifications and variations are possible in accordance
with the principles of the present disclosure. As the fol-
lowing claims reflect, the claimed subject matter may be
directed to less than all of the features of any of the dis-
closed examples.
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Claims

1. An aircraft comprising:

a fuselage (230);
wings (232, 234) coupled to the fuselage;
a transceiver (104);
a feeder link antenna (110);
a flight controller;
a communications controller coupled to the
transceiver, the communications controller
comprising a beam former; and
a plurality of planar phased array antennas (106,
132, 134, 210-218, 262) coupled to the trans-
ceiver and fixedly attached to the fuselage or at
least one of the wings, the plurality of planar
phased array antennas including a first planar
phased array antenna (132, 210-218) having a
first normal vector (220-228, 264) and a second
planar phased array antenna (134, 210-218)
having a second normal vector (222-228, 264),
wherein the first normal vector is not parallel to
the second normal vector; wherein the first pla-
nar phased antenna (132) is configured to re-
ceive (702) a first signal corresponding to a first
communication uplink, and wherein the second
planar phased array antenna (134) is configured
to transmit (704) a second signal corresponding
to a first communication downlink; and the trans-
ceiver is coupled to the feeder link antenna
(110), the feeder link antenna configured to re-
ceive (925) flight path data associated with a
flight path and service coverage data associated
with the flight path data via a second communi-
cation uplink (334), wherein the flight controller
(112) is configured to receive the flight path data
via the feeder link antenna and to operate the
aircraft based on the flight path data; and where-
in the beam former is configured to determine
beamforming weights for each element of each
phased array antenna of the plurality of phased
array antennas based at least in part on the serv-
ice coverage data associated with the flight path
data.

2. The aircraft of claim 1, wherein the plurality of planar
phased array antennas are fixedly attached to at
least one of a fuselage lower portion (124, 248) and
an under wing portion (250), wherein two or more of
the plurality of planar phased array antennas have
mutually non-parallel normal vectors, and wherein
the first planar phased array antenna has a first as-
pect ratio (272) that is different from a second aspect
ratio (274) of the second planar phased array anten-
na.

3. The aircraft of claim 1 or 2, wherein the plurality of
planar phased array antennas further includes:

a third planar phased array antenna (214) fixedly
attached to a first portion (240) of the fuselage;
a fourth planar phased array antenna (216) fix-
edly attached to a second portion (242) of the
fuselage; and
a fifth planar phased array antenna (218) fixedly
attached to a third portion (244) of the fuselage
of the aircraft, wherein the first planar phased
array antenna is fixedly attached to a starboard
wing (232) of the wings and the second planar
phased array antenna is fixedly attached to a
port wing (234) of the wings.

4. The aircraft of any one of claims 1-3, wherein the
aircraft is an unmanned aerial vehicle, wherein the
first normal vector is orientated in a starboard direc-
tion (252) relative to the unmanned aerial vehicle,
and wherein the second normal vector is orientated
in a port direction (254) relative to the unmanned
aerial vehicle.

5. The aircraft of any one of claims 1-4, wherein the
first planar phased array antenna has a first maxi-
mum scan angle (256) that is different than a second
maximum scan angle (258) of the second planar
phased array antenna, and wherein a first potential
ground coverage area (612) associated with the first
planar phased array antenna partially overlaps with
a second potential ground coverage area (614) as-
sociated with the second planar phased array anten-
na.

6. The aircraft of claim 5, wherein the first planar
phased array antenna is configured to generate mul-
tiple first beams (412) and the second planar phased
array antenna is configured to generate multiple sec-
ond beams (414), wherein the multiple first beams
do not overlap the multiple second beams.

7. The aircraft of any one of claims 1-6, further com-
prising:

a plurality of sensors (114) configured to gener-
ate sensor data (1214), wherein the sensor data
indicates an altitude, an attitude, a position, or
a combination thereof; and
the communication controller (108) coupled to
the transceiver is configured to determine and
adjust beamforming weights (1252) based on
the altitude, the attitude, and a location of a serv-
ice coverage area relative to the position.

8. The aircraft of claim 7, wherein the communication
controller is further configured to cause a particular
planar phased array antenna of the plurality of planar
phased array antennas to generate a first set of
beams (522) having a first frequency (532) and a
second set of beams (524) having a second frequen-
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cy, and wherein each beam of the first set of beams
supports transmission and reception of signals cor-
responding to a communication link (332-338), and
wherein the first set of beams are interspersed
among the second set of beams to enable frequency
reuse of the first frequency.

9. A method (700) for communicating via a phased ar-
ray antenna system, the method comprising:

receiving (702), via a first planar phased array
antenna (132) fixedly attached to an aircraft
(1202), a first signal corresponding to a first com-
munication uplink (336); and
transmitting (704), via a second planar phased
array antenna (134) fixedly attached to the air-
craft, a second signal corresponding to a first
communication downlink, wherein a first normal
vector (220) of the first planar phased array an-
tenna is not parallel to a second normal vector
(222) of the second planar phased array anten-
na;
receiving (925) by a feeder link antenna (110),
flight path data associated with a flight path via
a second communication uplink (334),
operating (954), by a flight controller (112), the
aircraft based on the flight path data;
receiving (956) service coverage data associat-
ed with the flight path via the second communi-
cation uplink, and
determining beamforming weights for each ele-
ment of each phased array antenna of the plu-
rality of phased array antennas based at least
in part on the service coverage data.

10. The method of claim 9, further comprising:

generating (802) a first beam (412), by a first set
of elements of the first planar phased array an-
tenna (210), based on an altitude of the aircraft,
an attitude of the aircraft, a first portion of a serv-
ice coverage area, the flight path, or a combina-
tion thereof, wherein the first signal is received
via the first beam; and
generating (804) a second beam (414), by a sec-
ond set of elements of the second planar phased
array antenna (212), based on the altitude, the
attitude, a second portion of the service cover-
age area, the flight path, or a combination there-
of, wherein the second signal is transmitted via
the second beam.

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising:

adjusting (806) a shape of the first beam based
on the altitude, the attitude, the first portion of
the service coverage area, the flight path, or a
combination thereof; and

adjusting (808) a shape of the second beam
based on the altitude, the attitude, the second
portion of the service coverage area, the flight
path, or a combination thereof;
wherein the first beam is generated based on
first beamforming weights (1252) and supports
reception and transmission of signals corre-
sponding to a first communication link compris-
ing the first communication uplink and the first
communication downlink for the first portion of
the service coverage area,
wherein the first beamforming weights are de-
termined based on a first altitude of the aircraft,
a first attitude of the aircraft, a location of the
first portion of the service coverage area relative
to the aircraft, or a combination thereof, and
wherein adjusting the shape of the first beam
comprises:

receiving, (902) from one or more sensors
(114) of the aircraft, a second altitude of the
aircraft, a second attitude of the aircraft, or
a combination thereof;
determining (904) second beamforming
weights (1254) to provide an adjusted first
beam to the first portion of the service cov-
erage area based on the second altitude,
the second attitude, the location of the first
portion of the service coverage area relative
to the aircraft, or a combination thereof; and
generating (906) the adjusted first beam
based on the second beamforming weights,
wherein the first beam has a first shape that
is different from a second shape of the ad-
justed first beam.

12. The method of any one of claims 9-11, further com-
prising at least one of:

performing (1052, 1054) a beam hand-off from
a first set of elements to a second set of elements
at a packet boundary of the first communication
link, wherein the second set of elements gener-
ates a second beam to provide the first commu-
nication link for a particular portion of a service
coverage area before the first set of elements
ceases generation of a first beam that provided
the first communication link for the particular por-
tion of the service coverage area; and
performing (1052, 1056) a beam hand-off from
a first set of elements to a second set of elements
at a packet boundary of the first communication
link, wherein the first set of elements ceases
generation of a first beam that provided the first
communication link for a particular portion of a
service coverage area before the second set of
elements generates a second beam to provide
the first communication link for the particular por-
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tion of the service coverage area.

Patentansprüche

1. Flugzeug, das aufweist:

einen Rumpf (230);
Flügel (232, 234), die mit dem Rumpf verbunden
sind;
einen Transceiver (104);
eine Speiseverbindungsantenne (110);
eine Flugsteuerung;
einen Kommunikations-Controller, der mit dem
Transceiver verbunden ist, wobei der Kommu-
nikations-Controller einen Strahlformer auf-
weist; und
eine Vielzahl planarer phasengesteuerter Grup-
penantennen (106, 132, 134, 210-218, 262), die
mit dem Transceiver verbunden und fest an dem
Rumpf oder wenigstens einem der Flügel befes-
tigt sind, wobei die Vielzahl planarer phasenge-
steuerter Antennen eine erste planare phasen-
gesteuerte Gruppenantenne (132, 210-218)
aufweisen, die einen ersten normalen Vektor
(220-228, 264) hat, und eine zweite planare pha-
sengesteuerte Gruppenantenne (134,
210-218), die einen zweiten normalen Vektor
(222-228, 264) hat, wobei der erste normale
Vektor nicht parallel zu dem zweiten normalen
Vektor ist; wobei die erste planare phasenge-
steuerte Gruppenantenne (132) dazu konfigu-
riert ist, ein erstes Signal entsprechend einem
ersten Kommunikations-Uplink zu empfangen
(702), und wobei die zweite planare phasenge-
steuerte Gruppenantenne (134) dazu konfigu-
riert ist, ein zweites Signal, entsprechend einem
ersten Kommunikations-Downlink zu senden
(704); und wobei der Transceiver mit der Spei-
severbindungsantenne (110) verbunden ist, wo-
bei die Speiseverbindungsantenne dazu konfi-
guriert ist, Flugroutendaten, die zu einer Flug-
route gehören, und Dienstreichweitendaten, die
zu Flugroutendaten gehören, über einen zwei-
ten Kommunikations-Uplink (334) zu empfan-
gen (925), wobei die Flugsteuerung (112) dazu
konfiguriert ist, die Flugroutendaten über die
Speiseverbindungsantenne zu empfangen und
das Flugzeug basierend auf den Flugroutenda-
ten zu betreiben; und wobei der Strahlformer da-
zu konfiguriert ist, Strahlformungsgewichte für
jedes Element jeder phasengesteuerten Anten-
ne der Vielzahl phasengesteuerter Antennen
basierend wenigstens teilweise auf den Dienst-
reichweitendaten, die zu den Flugroutendaten
gehören, zu bestimmen.

2. Flugzeug nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Vielzahl pla-

narer phasengesteuerter Gruppenantennen fest an
wenigstens einem befestigt sind von einem unteren
Abschnitt (124, 248) des Rumpfs und einem Ab-
schnitt (250) unter dem Flügel, wobei zwei oder mehr
der Vielzahl planarer phasengesteuerter Gruppen-
antennen zueinander nicht parallele normale Vekto-
ren haben, und wobei die erste planare phasenge-
steuerte Gruppenantenne ein erstes Aspektverhält-
nis (272) hat, das sich von einem zweiten Aspekt-
verhältnis (274) der zweiten planaren phasenge-
steuerten Gruppenantenne unterscheidet.

3. Flugzeug nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, wobei die Vielzahl
planarer phasengesteuerter Gruppenantennen des
Weiteren aufweisen:

eine dritte planare phasengesteuerte Gruppen-
antenne (214), die fest an einem ersten Ab-
schnitt (240) des Rumpfs befestigt ist;
eine vierte planare phasengesteuerte Gruppen-
antenne (216), die fest an einem zweiten Ab-
schnitt (242) des Rumpfs befestigt ist; und
eine fünfte planare phasengesteuerte Gruppen-
antenne (218), die fest an einem dritten Ab-
schnitt (244) des Rumpfs des Flugzeugs befes-
tigt ist, wobei die erste planare phasengesteu-
erte Gruppenantenne fest an einem Steuerbord-
flügel (232) der Flügel befestigt ist und die zweite
planare phasengesteuerte Gruppenantenne
fest an einem Backbordflügel (234) der Flügel
befestigt ist.

4. Flugzeug nach einem der Ansprüche 1-3, wobei das
Flugzeug ein unbemanntes Fluggerät ist, wobei der
erste normale Vektor in Steuerbordrichtung (252)
bezüglich des unbemannten Fluggeräts ausgerich-
tet ist, und wobei der zweite normale Vektor in Back-
bordrichtung (254) bezüglich des unbemannten
Fluggeräts ausgerichtet ist.

5. Flugzeug nach einem der Ansprüche 1-4, wobei die
erste planare phasengesteuerte Gruppenantenne
einen ersten maximalen Scanwinkel (256) hat, der
sich von einem zweiten maximalen Scanwinkel
(258) der zweiten planaren phasengesteuerten
Gruppenantenne unterscheidet, und wobei sich ein
erster potenzieller Bodenabdeckungsbereich (612),
der zu der ersten planaren phasengesteuerten
Gruppenantenne gehört, teilweise mit einem zwei-
ten potenziellen Bodenabdeckungsbereich (614)
überlappt, der zu der zweite planaren phasenge-
steuerten Gruppenantenne gehört.

6. Flugzeug nach Anspruch 5, wobei die erste planare
phasengesteuerte Gruppenantenne dazu konfigu-
riert ist, mehrere erste Strahlen (412) zu erzeugen,
und die zweite planare phasengesteuerte Gruppen-
antenne dazu konfiguriert ist, mehrere zweite Strah-
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len (414) zu erzeugen, wobei sich die mehreren ers-
ten Strahlen nicht mit den mehreren zweiten Strah-
len überlappen.

7. Flugzeug nach einem der Ansprüche 1-6, das des
Weiteren aufweist:

eine Vielzahl von Sensoren (114), die dazu kon-
figuriert sind, Sensordaten (1214) zu erzeugen,
wobei die Sensordaten eine Flughöhe, eine
Fluglage, eine Position oder eine Kombination
davon angeben; und
wobei der Kommunikations-Controller (108),
der mit dem Transceiver verbunden ist, dazu
konfiguriert ist, Strahlformungsgewichte (1252)
basierend auf der Flughöhe, der Fluglage und
eines Orts eines Dienstreichweitenbereichs re-
lativ zu der Position zu bestimmen und anzu-
passen.

8. Flugzeug nach Anspruch 7, wobei der Kommunika-
tions-Controller des Weiteren dazu konfiguriert ist
zu veranlassen, dass eine bestimmte planare pha-
sengesteuerte Gruppenantenne der Vielzahl plana-
rer phasengesteuerter Gruppenantennen einen ers-
ten Satz von Strahlen (522) mit einer ersten Fre-
quenz (532) und einen zweiten Satz von Strahlen
(524) mit einer zweiten Frequenz erzeugt, und wobei
jeder Strahl des ersten Satzes von Strahlen das Sen-
den und Empfangen von Signalen entsprechend ei-
nem Kommunikations-Link (332-338) unterstützt,
und wobei der erste Satz von Strahlen den zweiten
Satz von Strahlen durchsetzt, um eine Frequenzwie-
derverwendung der ersten Frequenz zu ermögli-
chen.

9. Verfahren (700) zum Kommunizieren über ein pha-
sengesteuertes Gruppenantennensystem, wobei
das Verfahren aufweist:

Empfangen (702), über eine erste planare pha-
sengesteuerte Gruppenantenne (132), die fest
an einem Flugzeug (1202) befestigt ist, eines
ersten Signals entsprechend einem ersten
Kommunikations-Uplink (336); und
Senden (704), über eine zweite planare phasen-
gesteuerte Gruppenantenne (134), die fest an
dem Flugzeug befestigt ist, eines zweiten Sig-
nals entsprechend einem ersten Kommunikati-
ons-Downlink, wobei ein erster normaler Vektor
(220) der ersten planaren phasengesteuerten
Gruppenantenne nicht parallel zu einem zwei-
ten normalen Vektor (222) der zweiten planaren
phasengesteuerten Gruppenantenne ist;
Empfangen (925), durch eine Speiseverbin-
dungsantenne (110), von Flugroutendaten, die
zu einer Flugroute gehören, über einen zweiten
Kommunikations-Uplink (334),

Betreiben (954), durch eine Flugsteuerung
(112), des Flugzeugs basierend auf den Flug-
routendaten;
Empfangen (956) von Dienstreichweitendaten,
die zu der Flugroute gehören, über den zweiten
Kommunikations-Uplink, und
Bestimmen von Strahlformungsgewichten für
jedes Element jeder phasengesteuerten Grup-
penantenne der Vielzahl phasengesteuerter
Gruppenantennen basierend wenigstens teil-
weise auf den Dienstreichweitendaten.

10. Verfahren nach Anspruch 9, das des Weiteren auf-
weist:

Erzeugen (802) eines ersten Strahls (412),
durch einen ersten Satz von Elementen der ers-
ten planaren phasengesteuerten Gruppenan-
tenne (210), basierend auf einer Flughöhe des
Flugzeugs, einer Fluglage des Flugzeugs, ei-
nem ersten Abschnitt eines Dienstreichweiten-
bereichs, der Flugroute oder einer Kombination
davon, wobei das erste Signal über den ersten
Strahl empfangen wird; und
Erzeugen (804) eines zweiten Strahls (414),
durch einen zweiten Satz von Elementen der
zweiten planaren phasengesteuerten Gruppen-
antenne (212), basierend auf der Flughöhe, der
Fluglage, einem zweiten Abschnitt des Dienst-
reichweitenbereichs, der Flugroute oder einer
Kombination davon, wobei das zweite Signal
über den zweiten Strahl gesendet wird.

11. Verfahren nach Anspruch 10, das des Weiteren auf-
weist:

Anpassen (806) einer Form des ersten Strahls
basierend auf der Flughöhe, der Fluglage, dem
ersten Abschnitt des Dienstreichweitenbe-
reichs, der Flugroute oder einer Kombination
davon; und
Anpassen (808) einer Form des zweiten Strahls
basierend auf der Flughöhe, der Fluglage, dem
zweiten Abschnitt des Dienstreichweitenbe-
reichs, der Flugroute oder einer Kombination
davon;
wobei der erste Strahl basierend auf ersten
Strahlformungsgewichten (1252) erzeugt wird
und das Empfangen und Senden von Signalen
entsprechend einem ersten Kommunikations-
Link, der den ersten Kommunikations-Uplink
und den ersten Kommunikations-Downlink auf-
weist, für den ersten Abschnitt des Dienstreich-
weitenbereichs unterstützt,
wobei die ersten Strahlformungsgewichte ba-
sierend auf einer ersten Flughöhe des Flug-
zeugs, einer ersten Fluglage des Flugzeugs, ei-
nem Ort des ersten Abschnitts des Dienstreich-
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weitenbereichs bezüglich des Flugzeugs oder
einer Kombination davon bestimmt werden, und
wobei das Anpassen der Form des ersten
Strahls aufweist:

Empfangen (902), von einem oder mehre-
ren Sensoren (114) des Flugzeugs, einer
zweiten Flughöhe des Flugzeugs, einer
zweiten Fluglage des Flugzeugs oder einer
Kombination davon;
Bestimmen (904) zweiter Strahlformungs-
gewichte (1254), um einen angepassten
ersten Strahl an den ersten Abschnitt des
Dienstreichweitenbereichs basierend auf
der zweiten Flughöhe, der zweiten Flugla-
ge, des Standorts des ersten Abschnitts des
Dienstreichweitenbereichs relativ zu dem
Flugzeug oder einer Kombination davon be-
reitzustellen; und
Erzeugen (906) des angepassten ersten
Strahls basierend auf den zweiten Strahl-
formungsgewichten, wobei der erste Strahl
eine erste Form hat, die sich von einer zwei-
ten Form des angepassten ersten Strahls
unterscheidet.

12. Verfahren nach einem der Ansprüche 9-11, das des
Weiteren wenigstens eines aufweist von:

Durchführen (1052, 1054) einer Strahlenüber-
gabe von einem ersten Satz von Elementen an
einen zweiten Satz von Elementen an einer Pa-
ketgrenze des ersten Kommunikations-Links,
wobei der zweite Satz von Elementen einen
zweiten Strahl erzeugt, um den ersten Kommu-
nikations-Link für einen bestimmten Abschnitt
eines Dienstreichweitenbereichs bereitzustel-
len, bevor der erste Satz von Elementen mit dem
Erzeugen eines ersten Strahls aufhört, der den
ersten Kommunikations-Link für den bestimm-
ten Abschnitt des Dienstreichweitenbereichs
bereitgestellt hat; und
Durchführen (1052, 1056) einer Strahlenüber-
gabe von einem ersten Satz von Elementen an
einen zweiten Satz von Elementen an einer Pa-
ketgrenze des ersten Kommunikations-Links,
wobei der erste Satz von Elementen mit dem
Erzeugen eines ersten Strahls aufhört, der den
ersten Kommunikations-Link für einen bestimm-
ten Abschnitt eines Dienstreichweitenbereichs
bereitgestellt hat, bevor der zweite Satz von Ele-
menten einen zweiten Strahl erzeugt, um den
ersten Kommunikations-Link für den bestimm-
ten Abschnitt des Dienstreichweitenbereichs
bereitzustellen.

Revendications

1. Aéronef, comprenant :

un fuselage (230) ;
des ailes (232, 234) couplées au fuselage ;
un émetteur-récepteur (104) ;
une antenne de liaison de connexion (110) ;
un contrôleur de vol ;
un contrôleur de communications couplé à
l’émetteur-récepteur, le contrôleur de commu-
nications comprenant un moyen de formation
de faisceau ; et
une pluralité d’antennes réseau à commande
de phase pour avion (106, 132, 134, 210-218,
262) couplées à l’émetteur-récepteur et atta-
chées de manière fixe au fuselage ou au moins
à une des ailes, la pluralité d’antennes réseau
à commande de phase pour avion comportant
une première antenne réseau à commande de
phase pour avion (132, 210-218) ayant un pre-
mier vecteur normal (220-228, 264) et une
deuxième antenne réseau à commande de pha-
se pour avion (134, 210-218) ayant un second
vecteur normal (222-228, 264), dans lequel le
premier vecteur normal n’est pas parallèle au
second vecteur normal ; dans lequel la première
antenne à commande de phase pour avion (132)
est configurée pour recevoir (702) un premier
signal correspondant à une première liaison de
communication montante, et dans lequel la
deuxième antenne réseau à commande de pha-
se pour avion (134) est configurée pour trans-
mettre (704) un second signal correspondant à
une première liaison de communication
descendante ; et l’émetteur-récepteur est cou-
plé à l’antenne de liaison de connexion (110),
l’antenne de liaison de connexion étant configu-
rée pour recevoir (925) des données de trajec-
toire de vol associées à des données de trajec-
toire de vol et de couverture utile associées aux
données de trajectoire de vol par le biais d’une
seconde liaison de communication montante
(334), dans lequel le contrôleur de vol (112) est
configuré pour recevoir les données de trajec-
toire de vol par le biais de l’antenne de liaison
de connexion et pour faire fonctionner l’aéronef
sur la base des données de trajectoire de vol ;
et dans lequel le moyen de formation de fais-
ceau est configuré pour déterminer des poids
de formation de faisceau pour chaque élément
de chaque antenne réseau à commande de pha-
se de la pluralité d’antennes réseau à comman-
de de phase sur la base au moins en partie des
données de couverture utile associées aux don-
nées de trajectoire de vol.

2. Aéronef selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la plu-
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ralité d’antennes réseau à commande de phase pour
avion sont attachées de manière fixe à au moins une
portion parmi une portion inférieure de fuselage
(124, 248) et une portion d’aile inférieure (250), dans
lequel deux ou plusieurs de la pluralité d’antennes
réseau à commande de phase pour avion ont des
vecteurs normaux mutuellement non-parallèles, et
dans lequel la première antenne réseau à comman-
de de phase pour avion a un premier rapport d’aspect
(272) qui est différent d’un second rapport d’aspect
(274) de la deuxième antenne réseau à commande
de phase pour avion.

3. Aéronef selon la revendication 1 ou 2, dans lequel
la pluralité d’antennes réseau à commande de phase
pour avion comporte en outre :

une troisième antenne réseau à commande de
phase pour avion (214) attachée de manière fixe
à une première portion (240) du fuselage ;
une quatrième antenne réseau à commande de
phase pour avion (216) attachée de manière fixe
à une seconde portion (242) du fuselage ; et
une cinquième antenne réseau à commande de
phase pour avion (218) attachée de manière fixe
à une troisième portion (244) du fuselage de
l’aéronef, dans lequel la première antenne ré-
seau à commande de phase pour avion est at-
tachée de manière fixe à une aile droite (232)
des ailes et la deuxième antenne réseau à com-
mande de phase pour avion est attachée de ma-
nière fixe à une aile gauche (234) des ailes.

4. Aéronef selon une quelconque des revendications
1 à 3, dans lequel l’aéronef est un véhicule aérien
sans pilote, dans lequel le premier vecteur normal
est orienté dans une direction à tribord (252) par rap-
port au véhicule aérien sans pilote, et dans lequel le
second vecteur normal est orienté dans une direction
à bâbord (254) par rapport au véhicule aérien sans
pilote.

5. Aéronef selon une quelconque des revendications
1 à 4, dans lequel la première antenne réseau à com-
mande de phase pour avion a un premier angle de
balayage maximum (256) qui est différent d’un se-
cond angle de balayage maximum (258) de la
deuxième antenne réseau à commande de phase
pour avion, et dans lequel une première zone de
couverture au sol potentielle (612) associée à la pre-
mière antenne réseau à commande de phase pour
avion chevauche partiellement une seconde zone
de couverture au sol potentielle (614) associée à la
deuxième antenne réseau à commande de phase
pour avion.

6. Aéronef selon la revendication 5, dans lequel la pre-
mière antenne réseau à commande de phase pour

avion est configurée pour générer de multiples pre-
miers faisceaux (412) et la deuxième antenne ré-
seau à commande de phase pour avion est configu-
rée pour générer de multiples seconds faisceaux
(414), dans lequel les multiples premiers faisceaux
ne chevauchent pas les multiples seconds fais-
ceaux.

7. Aéronef selon une quelconque des revendications
1 à 6, comprenant en outre :

une pluralité de capteurs (114) configurés pour
générer des données de capteur (1214), dans
lequel les données de capteur indiquent une al-
titude, une attitude, une position, ou une com-
binaison de celles-ci ; et
le contrôleur de communications (108) couplé à
l’émetteur-récepteur est configuré pour détermi-
ner et ajuster des poids de formation de faisceau
(1252) sur la base de l’altitude, de l’attitude, et
d’un emplacement d’une zone de couverture uti-
le par rapport à la position.

8. Aéronef selon la revendication 7, dans lequel le con-
trôleur de communications est en outre configuré
pour amener une antenne réseau à commande de
phase particulière pour avion de la pluralité d’anten-
nes réseau à commande de phase pour avion à gé-
nérer un premier ensemble de faisceaux (522) ayant
une première fréquence (532) et un second ensem-
ble de faisceaux (524) ayant une seconde fréquen-
ce, et dans lequel chaque faisceau du premier en-
semble de faisceaux supporte l’émission et la récep-
tion de signaux correspondant à une liaison de com-
munication (332-338), et dans lequel le premier en-
semble de faisceaux est intercalé parmi le second
ensemble de faisceaux pour permettre une réutilisa-
tion de fréquence de la première fréquence .

9. Procédé (700) de communication par le biais d’un
système d’antennes réseau à commande de phase,
le procédé comprenant :

la réception (702), par le biais d’une première
antenne réseau à commande de phase pour avi-
on (132) attachée de manière fixe à un aéronef
(1202), d’un premier signal correspondant à une
première liaison de communication montante
(336) ; et
l’émission (704), par le biais d’une deuxième an-
tenne réseau à commande de phase pour avion
(134) attachée de manière fixe à l’aéronef, d’un
second signal correspondant à une première
liaison de communication descendante, dans le-
quel un premier vecteur normal (220) de la pre-
mière antenne réseau à commande de phase
pour avion n’est pas parallèle à un second vec-
teur normal (222) de la deuxième antenne ré-
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seau à commande de phase pour avion ;
la réception (925), par une antenne de liaison
de connexion (110), de données de trajectoire
de vol associées à une trajectoire de vol par le
biais d’une seconde liaison de communication
montante (334),
le fonctionnement (954), par un contrôleur de
vol (112), de l’aéronef sur la base des données
de trajectoire de vol ;
la réception (956) de données de couverture uti-
le associées à la trajectoire de vol par le biais
de la seconde liaison de communication mon-
tante, et
la détermination des poids de formation de fais-
ceau pour chaque élément de chaque antenne
réseau à commande de phase de la pluralité
d’antennes réseau à commande de phase sur
la base au moins en partie des données de cou-
verture utile.

10. Procédé selon la revendication 9, comprenant en
outre :

la génération (802) d’un premier faisceau (412),
par un premier ensemble d’éléments de la pre-
mière antenne réseau à commande de phase
pour avion (210), sur la base d’une altitude de
l’aéronef, d’une attitude de l’aéronef, d’une pre-
mière portion d’une zone de couverture utile, de
la trajectoire de vol, ou d’une combinaison de
celles-ci, dans lequel le premier signal est reçu
par le biais du premier faisceau ; et
la génération (804) d’un second faisceau (414),
par un second ensemble d’éléments de la
deuxième antenne réseau à commande de pha-
se pour avion (212), sur la base de l’altitude, de
l’attitude, d’une seconde portion de la zone de
couverture utile, de la trajectoire de vol, ou d’une
combinaison de celles-ci, dans lequel le second
signal est émis par le biais du second faisceau.

11. Procédé selon la revendication 10, comprenant en
outre :

l’ajustement (806) d’une forme du premier fais-
ceau sur la base de l’altitude, de l’attitude, de la
première portion de la zone de couverture utile,
de la trajectoire de vol, ou d’une combinaison
de celles-ci ; et
l’ajustement (808) d’une forme du second fais-
ceau sur la base de l’altitude, de l’attitude, de la
seconde portion de la zone de couverture utile,
de la trajectoire de vol, ou d’une combinaison
de celles-ci ;
dans lequel le premier faisceau est généré sur
la base des premiers poids de formation de fais-
ceau (1252) et supporte la réception et l’émis-
sion de signaux correspondant à une première

liaison de communication comprenant la pre-
mière liaison de communication montante et la
première liaison de communication descendan-
te pour la première portion de la zone de cou-
verture utile,
dans lequel les premiers poids de formation de
faisceau sont déterminés sur la base d’une pre-
mière altitude de l’aéronef, d’une première atti-
tude de l’aéronef, d’un emplacement de la pre-
mière portion de la zone de couverture utile par
rapport à l’aéronef, ou d’une combinaison de
celles-ci, et
dans lequel l’ajustement de la forme du premier
faisceau comprend :

la réception (902), depuis un ou plusieurs
capteurs (114) de l’aéronef, d’une seconde
altitude de l’aéronef, d’une seconde attitude
de l’aéronef, ou d’une combinaison de cel-
les-ci ;
la détermination (904) de seconds poids de
formation de faisceau (1254) pour fournir
un premier faisceau ajusté à la première
portion de la zone de couverture utile sur la
base de la seconde altitude, de la seconde
attitude, de l’emplacement de la première
portion de la zone de couverture utile par
rapport à l’aéronef, ou d’une combinaison
de celles-ci ; et
la génération (906) du premier faisceau
ajusté sur la base des seconds poids de for-
mation de faisceau, dans lequel le premier
faisceau a une première forme qui est dif-
férente d’une seconde forme du premier
faisceau ajusté.

12. Procédé selon une quelconque des revendications
9 à 11, comprenant en outre au moins une action
parmi :

la réalisation (1052, 1054) d’un transfert de fais-
ceau depuis un premier ensemble d’éléments
vers un second ensemble d’éléments au niveau
d’une limite de paquets de la première liaison
de communication, dans lequel le second en-
semble d’éléments génère un second faisceau
pour fournir la première liaison de communica-
tion pour une portion particulière d’une zone de
couverture utile avant que le premier ensemble
d’éléments cesse la génération d’un premier
faisceau qui fournissait la première liaison de
communication pour la portion particulière de la
zone de couverture utile ; et
la réalisation (1052, 1056) d’un transfert de fais-
ceau depuis un premier ensemble d’éléments
vers un second ensemble d’éléments au niveau
d’une limite de paquets de la première liaison
de communication, dans lequel le premier en-
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semble d’éléments cesse la génération d’un
premier faisceau qui fournissait la première
liaison de communication pour une portion par-
ticulière d’une zone de couverture utile avant
que le second ensemble d’éléments génère un
second faisceau pour fournir la première liaison
de communication pour la portion particulière de
la zone de couverture utile.
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