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Description

Technical field

[0001] The technology disclosed herein relates gener-
ally to the field of wireless communication, and in partic-
ular to random access procedures within wireless com-
munication systems.

Background

[0002] Figure 1 illustrates a communication system 1
comprising several network nodes 2, 3, 4, 7, 8 providing
wireless communication channels to wireless devices.
The network nodes 2, 3, 4, 7, 8 may comprise enhanced
Node Bs (eNodeB) or antenna points, and each network
node 2, 3, 4, 7, 8 covers a certain area, cell, within which
it provides the communication channels to wireless de-
vices. A cell may be associated to one or more of an
operational carrier, a radio access technology, an anten-
na system, a transmission power, a pilot or reference
signal, etc. The cells may, but need not, be partly or com-
pletely overlapping. In figure 1, a first network node 2
provides a large cell within which a second and third net-
work node 3, 4 are located. This scenario may be referred
to as a macro/pico cell deployment. The first network
node 2 provides the macro cell, and the second and third
network nodes 3, 4 provide pico cells, the coverage of
which lies entirely or partly within the macro cell. The first
network node 2 may be denoted macro cell 2 and the
second and third network nodes 3, 4 as pico cells 3, 4.
[0003] In the above scenario, by letting the second and
third network nodes (pico cells) 3, 4 broadcast the same
information as the first network node (macro cell) 2, for
example system information such as primary synchroni-
zation signals/secondary synchronization signals
(PSS/SSS) and broadcast control channels (BCH), sev-
eral advantages can be obtained, e.g. significant energy
savings on the network side. This means that a wireless
device does not perceive the pico cells 3, 4 as creating
cells on their own. Instead, the wireless device considers
both the pico cells 3, 4 and the macro cell 2 as one cell:
a soft cell. The pico cells 3, 4 may comprise radio remote
units or complete base stations, e.g. eNodeBs, with rath-
er good backhaul (indicated in the figure 2 at reference
numeral 9). In soft cells, a node hosting one or more
antennas is denoted antenna point.
[0004] The soft cell enables the use of different sets of
antenna points in the uplink and the downlink. For exam-
ple, and with reference to figure 2, some wireless devices
5, 6 may use only the macro cell 2 for some downlink
(DL) channels, while using a pico cell 3, 4 and/or the
macro cell for uplink (UL) channels. DL channels are il-
lustrated in the figure 2 by dashed arrows going from the
first network node 2 to the wireless devices 5, 6 and the
UL channels are illustrated by solid arrows going from
the wireless devices 5, 6 to the network nodes 2, 3, 4.
[0005] A wireless device 5, 6 wanting to access the

communication network 1 and obtain services therefrom
registers and a random access procedure is initiated. The
random access (RA) serves as an uplink control proce-
dure to enable the wireless device 5, 6 to access the
network 1. Since an initial access attempt cannot be
scheduled by the network 1, the RA procedure is by def-
inition contention based. Collisions may occur and an
appropriate contention-resolution scheme needs to be
implemented. To include user data on the contention-
based uplink is not spectrally efficient due to the need
for guard periods and retransmissions. Therefore, the
transmission of the random access burst (preamble),
whose purpose is to obtain uplink synchronization, is sep-
arated from the transmission of user data.
[0006] In traditional deployments each cell is config-
ured with a set of random access preambles and random
access resources. When joining the antenna points serv-
ing these cells into a soft cell (also denoted combined
cell or shared cell) they will share system information, as
described above. Then, there will be only one set of ran-
dom access preambles and random access resources
for the soft cell. Of course, more random access resourc-
es could be configured up to a certain limit, but it is not
possible to manage two different wireless devices 5, 6
using the same random access preamble in the same
random access resources. Therefore, spatial random ac-
cess gains are lost, potentially making the random ac-
cess channel capacity a limiting factor for soft cell oper-
ations.
[0007] Figure 3 illustrate these problems, where two
different wireless devices UE1, UE2 transmit (see arrows
denoted 1) the same random access preamble in the
same random access resource in a soft cell. The pream-
bles are received by two antenna points (Antenna Point
1 and Antenna Point 2) and forwarded to a network node.
The network node sends (see arrows denoted 2) a ran-
dom access response over both antenna points and
thereby reaches both wireless devices UE1, UE2 with an
UL grant. Both wireless devices UE1, UE2 transmit (see
arrows 3) using the UL grant, and these UL transmissions
are received via the antenna points and forwarded to the
network node. However, only the first wireless device
UE1 is decoded in the network node (see arrow 3). The
network node transmits (see arrow 4), via the antenna
points a downlink message, aimed at the first wireless
device UE1, and which the second wireless device UE2
cannot decode. Instead, the second wireless device UE2
will have to restart the random access procedure with a
new preamble and resource selection.
[0008] Besides the obvious drawback for the user of
the wireless device not obtaining access, and forced to
perform the random access procedure again resulting in
a delayed access, such insufficiency of radio resources
also entails problems on a system level, e.g. in that soft
cell solutions may be offered to users at the cost of lost
random access spatial reuse.

1 2 



EP 3 319 389 B1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Summary

[0009] An object of the present teachings is to improve
the above described situation, overcoming or at least al-
leviating one or more of the above mentioned shortcom-
ings of prior art.
[0010] The object is according to a first aspect
achieved by a method performed in a network node. The
network node controls a first and a second antenna point
and the network node uses the same random access
resources for the first and the second antenna points.
The method comprises: detecting a specific random ac-
cess preamble received on a random access resource
at the first antenna point and on the same random access
resource at the second antenna point; and scheduling a
transmission of a random access response may occur
and an appropriate contention-resolution scheme needs
to be implemented. To include user data on the conten-
tion-based uplink is not spectrally efficient due to the need
for guard periods and retransmissions. Therefore, the
transmission of the random access burst (preamble),
whose purpose is to obtain uplink synchronization, is sep-
arated from the transmission of user data.
[0011] In traditional deployments each cell is config-
ured with a set of random access preambles and random
access resources. When joining the antenna points serv-
ing these cells into a soft cell (also denoted combined
cell or shared cell) they will share system information, as
described above. Then, there will be only one set of ran-
dom access preambles and random access resources
for the soft cell. Of course, more random access resourc-
es could be configured up to a certain limit, but it is not
possible to manage two different wireless devices 5, 6
using the same random access preamble in the same
random access resources. Therefore, spatial random ac-
cess gains are lost, potentially making the random ac-
cess channel capacity a limiting factor for soft cell oper-
ations.
[0012] Figure 3 illustrates these problems, where two
different wireless devices UE1, UE2 transmit (see arrows
denoted 1) the same random access preamble in the
same random access resource in a soft cell. The pream-
bles are received by two antenna points (Antenna Point
1 and Antenna Point 2) and forwarded to a network node.
The network node sends (see arrows denoted 2) a ran-
dom access response over both antenna points and
thereby reaches both wireless devices UE1, UE2 with an
UL grant. Both wireless devices UE1, UE2 transmit (see
arrows 3) using the UL grant, and these UL transmissions
are received via the antenna points and forwarded to the
network node. However, only the first wireless device
UE1 is decoded in the network node (see arrow 3). The
network node transmits (see arrow 4), via the antenna
points a downlink message, aimed at the first wireless
device UE1, and which the second wireless device UE2
cannot decode. Instead, the second wireless device UE2
will have to restart the random access procedure with a
new preamble and resource selection.

[0013] Besides the obvious drawback for the user of
the wireless device not obtaining access, and forced to
perform the random access procedure again resulting in
a delayed access, such insufficiency of radio resources
also entails problems on a system level, e.g. in that soft
cell solutions may be offered to users at the cost of lost
random access spatial reuse.
[0014] References US 2011/014922 A1, US
2013/083695 A1, US 2013/029657 A1 and WO
2012/082053 A1 were cited by the European Patent Of-
fice as International Searching Authority. US
2011/014922 A1 discloses a method of handling a ran-
dom access procedure for a network in a wireless com-
munications system. The method comprises configuring
a plurality of antenna points with at least one of a plurality
of PRACH resources, a plurality of preamble formats,
and a plurality of preamble sequences, whereby a UE
uses at least one of the plurality of PRACH resources,
the plurality of preamble formats, and the plurality of pre-
amble sequences to access at least one of the antenna
points when performing a random access procedure.

Summary

[0015] An object of the present teachings is to improve
the above described situation, overcoming or at least al-
leviating one or more of the above mentioned shortcom-
ings of prior art. The obj ect is achieved by the invention
as defined by the independent claims.
[0016] The object is according to a first aspect
achieved by a method performed in a network node. The
network node controls a first and a second antenna point
and the network node uses the same random access
resources for the first and the second antenna points.
The method comprises: detecting a specific random ac-
cess preamble received on a random access resource
at the first antenna point and on the same random access
resource at the second antenna point; and scheduling a
transmission of a random access response to the random
access preamble received at the first antenna point and
a transmission of a random access response to the ran-
dom access preamble received at the second antenna
point, the random access responses being scheduled
separated in time and/or space.
[0017] The method re-enables, for soft-cell solutions,
the spatial gains with random access reception and re-
sponses of traditional deployments wherein each cell is
configured with its own set of random access resources.
The method thus enables the support of high capacity
random access that scales with the number of network
nodes despite that soft cell approaches are used. Advan-
tages of using soft cells, e.g. increased downlink capac-
ity, may be obtained while still having high capacity ran-
dom access.
[0018] The object is according to a second aspect
achieved by a network node configured to control a first
and a second antenna point. The network node is con-
figured to use the same random access resources for
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the first and the second antenna point. The network node
comprises a processor and memory, the memory con-
taining instructions executable by the processor, where-
by the network node is operative to: detect a specific
random access preamble received on a random access
resource at the first antenna point and on the same ran-
dom access resource at the second antenna point; and
schedule a transmission of a random access response
to the random access preamble received at the first an-
tenna point and a transmission of a random access re-
sponse to the random access preamble received at the
second antenna point, the random access responses be-
ing scheduled separated in time and/or space.
[0019] Advantages corresponding to the above are ob-
tained.
[0020] The object is according to a third aspect
achieved by a computer program for a network node con-
trolling a first and a second antenna point, wherein the
network node uses the same random access resources
for the first and the second antenna point. The computer
program comprises computer program code, which,
when run on the network node causes the network node
to: detect a specific random access preamble received
on a random access resource at the first antenna point
and on the same random access resource at the second
antenna point; and schedule a transmission of a random
access response to the random access preamble re-
ceived at the first antenna and a transmission of a random
access response to the random access preamble re-
ceived at the second antenna point, the random access
responses being scheduled separated in time and/or
space.
[0021] Advantages corresponding to the above are ob-
tained.
[0022] The object is according to a fourth aspect
achieved by a computer program product comprising a
computer program as above, and a computer readable
means on which the computer program is stored.
[0023] Advantages corresponding to the above are ob-
tained.
[0024] Further features and advantages of the inven-
tion will become clear upon reading the following descrip-
tion and the accompanying drawings.

Brief description of the drawings

[0025]

Figure 1 illustrates schematically an environment in
which embodiments of the present teachings may
be implemented.

Figure 2 illustrates schematically an environment in
which embodiments of the present teachings may
be implemented.

Figure 3 illustrates prior art signaling between nodes
of a communication network during a random access

procedure.

Figure 4 illustrates signaling between nodes of a
communication network during a random access
procedure according to the present teachings.

Figure 5 illustrates a flow chart over steps of a meth-
od in a network node in accordance with the present
teachings.

Figure 6 illustrates schematically a network node and
means for implementing methods of figure 5.

Figure 7 illustrates a computer program product
comprising functions modules/software modules for
implementing method of figure 5.

Detailed description

[0026] In the following description, for purposes of ex-
planation and not limitation, specific details are set forth
such as particular architectures, interfaces, techniques,
etc. in order to provide a thorough understanding. In other
instances, detailed descriptions of well-known devices,
circuits, and methods are omitted so as not to obscure
the description with unnecessary detail. Same reference
numerals refer to same or similar elements throughout
the description.
[0027] It was noted in the background section, with ref-
erence to figure 1, that a cell may be associated to one
or more of an operational carrier, a radio access tech-
nology, an antenna system, a transmission power, a pilot
or reference signal, etc. In the examples given herein, all
cells are associated to the same operational carrier and
LTE as radio access technology. However, the teachings
of the present application are equally applicable for cells
that are differently configured.
[0028] For sake of completeness and in order to pro-
vide thorough understanding of the present teachings,
the random access procedure in Long Term Evolution
(LTE) is first described more in detail, with reference
again to figure 3. It is noted that although LTE is mainly
used for exemplifying the present teachings, also other
access technologies can benefit from the teachings, such
as for example Wideband Code Division Multiple Access
(WCDMA) Figure 3 thus illustrates signaling between a
wireless device UE1, UE2 and a network node during
such random access procedure according to prior art.
[0029] Phase 1, indicated by arrow 1, consists of trans-
mission of a random access (RA) preamble, allowing the
network node to estimate the transmission timing of the
wireless device UE1, UE2. Uplink synchronization is nec-
essary since this significantly facilitates the reception per-
formance in the network node of signals from the wireless
device 5, 6.
[0030] Prior to sending a preamble, the wireless device
UE1, UE2 retrieves RA configuration information from
the communication system 1. In one mode, the wireless
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device UE1, UE2 synchronizes to the downlink transmis-
sions and reads the Broadcasted Control Channel
(BCCH). In another mode, the wireless device UE1, UE2
receives RA configuration information from its currently
serving cell, either RA configurations associated to its
serving cell or a neighbor cell. The RA configuration in-
formation will reveal where the RA time slots are located,
which frequency bands can be used, how the transmis-
sion power should be selected and which preambles (se-
quences) are available.
[0031] Based on the RA configuration information, the
wireless device UE1, UE2 will select a preamble, an RA
slot, and a transmission power to transmit the preamble.
The preamble sequence implicitly includes an ID which
identifies the wireless device UE1, UE2. LTE provides
for each cell up to 64 such random IDs and thus 64 pre-
ambles.
[0032] If multiple RA frequency bands have been de-
fined, the wireless device UE1, UE2 randomly, or based
on specific instructions in the RA configuration informa-
tion, selects one of them. The group of sequences allo-
cated to a cell is partitioned into two subgroups. By se-
lecting a preamble sequence from a specific subgroup,
the wireless device 5, 6 can give a single-bit indication
of its resource requirement and/or link quality. The par-
ticular sequence used for the preamble is randomly se-
lected within the desired subgroup. This sequence im-
plicitly contains an ID which serves as a wireless device
UE1, UE2 identifier.
[0033] The eNodeB estimates the UL timing of the
wireless device UE1, UE2 based on the timing of the
received preamble.
[0034] Phase 2, indicated by arrow 2, consists of the
network node transmitting a timing advance command
to correct the uplink timing, based on the timing of arrival
measurement in the first phase. In addition to establish-
ing uplink synchronization, the second phase also as-
signs uplink resources and a temporary identifier to the
wireless device UE1, UE2 to be used in the third phase
of the random access procedure.
[0035] After the preamble transmission, the wireless
device UE1, UE2 waits for a RA Response message on
the downlink shared channel (DL-SCH), the DL assign-
ment which is indicated on the L1/L2 control channel
(Dedicated Physical Control Channel, DPCCH). The RA
Response message is transmitted semi-synchronously
(i.e. within a window) to the reception of the RA Preamble
in order to allow a scheduler more flexibility. The RA Re-
sponse comprises: the same random wireless device
UE1, UE2 identity as present in the preamble; a time
alignment message to provide the proper uplink timing
to the wireless device UE1, UE2; a temporary Radio Net-
work Temporary Identifier (RNTI) which is unique for the
particular RA resource (time, channel and preamble)
used in Phase 1. For initial access, the radio network
temporary identifier (RNTI) is used for Phases 3 and 4;
and an UL resource grant for transmission on downlink
shared channel (UL-SCH) in Phase 3.

[0036] If no RA response message has been received
after a configurable time following the preamble trans-
mission, the wireless device UE1, UE2 will apply a back-
off procedure, if configured for it. A back-off value in the
wireless device UE1, UE2 (signaled to the wireless de-
vice UE1, UE2 in a past RA Response message) will
delay the transmission a randomly chosen time, between
0 and the indicated back-off value, before attempting ran-
dom access again. The wireless device UE1, UE2 selects
new, random parameters for the preamble sequence and
the non-synchronized RA frequency band. Furthermore,
the wireless device UE1, UE2 will increase the power
level of the preamble to obtain a power ramping proce-
dure similar as used in WCDMA.
[0037] Phase 3, indicated by arrow 3, comprises sig-
naling from the wireless device UE1, UE2 to the network
node using an uplink shared channel (UL-SCH) similar
to normal scheduled data. A primary function of this mes-
sage is to uniquely identify the wireless device UE1, UE2.
The exact content of this signaling depends on the state
of the wireless device UE1, UE2, e.g., whether it is pre-
viously known to the network node or not.
[0038] In Phase 3, the wireless device UE1, UE2 pro-
vides the network with a unique identifier in the message
it transmits on UL-SCH according to the grant contained
in the RA response. The type of wireless device UE1,
UE2 identifier, e.g. Cell-RNTI (C-RNTI), Temporary Mo-
bile Subscriber Identity (TMSI), International Mobile Sub-
scriber Identity (IMSI) or International Mobile Equipment
Identity (IMEI), depends on which extent the wireless de-
vice UE1, UE2 is already known in the network.
[0039] In case of initial access, the message is a Radio
Resource Control (RRC) Connection Request message.
[0040] In case of non-initial access, i.e. when the wire-
less device UE1, UE2 is already RRC_CONNECTED,
the wireless device UE1, UE2 identifier is the C-RNTI
and is signaled by the Medium Access Control (MAC)
layer.
[0041] The transmission uses Hybrid Automatic-Re-
peat-Request (HARQ) feedback.
[0042] Phase 4, indicated by arrow 4, comprises con-
tention resolution in case multiple wireless device UE1,
UE2 tried to access the network 1 on the same resource.
[0043] For cases where the network 1 knows, in ad-
vance, that a particular wireless device UE1, UE2 will
perform a random access procedure to acquire uplink
synchronization, a contention-free variety of the random
access procedure has been agreed upon. This effectively
makes it possible to skip the Contention Resolution proc-
ess of phases 3 and 4 for important cases such as arrival
to a target cell at handover (HO) and arrival of DL data.
[0044] The purpose of the fourth phase is thus to re-
solve contention. It is noted that, from the second phase,
multiple wireless device UE1, UE2 performing simulta-
neously random access attempts using the same pream-
ble listen to the same response message and therefore
have the same temporary identifier. Hence, in the fourth
phase, the network node echoes the wireless device
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UE1, UE2 identity provided by the wireless device UE1,
UE2 in Phase 3. Only a wireless device UE1, UE2 which
finds a match between the identity received in the fourth
phase and the identity transmitted as part of the third
phase will declare the random access procedure suc-
cessful. This wireless device UE1, UE2 will also transmit
a HARQ acknowledgement in the uplink. For non-initial
access, i.e. when the wireless device UE1, UE2 is already
RRC_CONNECTED, the wireless device UE1, UE2
identity is reflected on the L1/L2 control channel. If the
wireless device UE1, UE2 has not yet been assigned a
C-RNTI, the temporary identity from the second phase
is promoted to the C-RNTI, otherwise the wireless device
UE1, UE2 keeps its already assigned C-RNTI.
[0045] A wireless device UE1, UE2 which do not find
a match between the identity received in Phase 4 and
the respective identity transmitted as part of Phase 3 are
considered to have failed the random access procedure
and needs to restart the random access procedure with
Phase 1; selecting new random parameters for the pre-
amble sequence and the RA frequency band. No HARQ
feedback is transmitted from this wireless device UE1,
UE2.
[0046] For cases where the network 1 knows, in ad-
vance, that a particular wireless device UE1, UE2 will
perform a Random Access Procedure to acquire uplink
synchronization, a dedicated preamble is reserved and
assigned to the wireless device UE1, UE2 under consid-
eration. Dedicated Preamble assignment for HO is han-
dled by RRC whereas preamble assignment for DL data
arrival is handled by MAC. When the wireless device
UE1, UE2 transmits the dedicated preamble in Phase 1,
the network 1 knows to which wireless device UE1, UE2
this preamble was assigned and can already at the time
of detection of this preamble determine the identity of the
wireless device UE1, UE2. Thus no contention resolution
is needed and the delay before data transmission can be
resumed is reduced.
[0047] Briefly, in accordance with the present teach-
ings, the random access preambles are detected at all
antenna points 3, 4 (refer to figures 1 and 2), and the
detected preambles may be associated with an antenna
point ID. All received preambles will be acknowledged
(together with an uplink grant) over a downlink control
channel from one or more of the antenna points 3, 4 that
received the preamble and/or further antenna points 7,
8. The ACKs may be separated in time over a random
access response window, and/or separated in space,
and the wireless devices 5, 6 will discontinue downlink
control channel monitoring upon a successful ACK re-
ception. Thereby, the prior art solution is avoided where
the random access response is transmitted over all an-
tenna points 3, 4 simultaneously, and which would pre-
vent handling of multiple spatially separated users using
the same preamble in the same random access resource.
[0048] Figure 4 illustrates signaling between nodes 2,
3, 4, 5, 6 (compare figures 1 and 2) of a communication
network 1 during a random access procedure according

to the present teachings.
[0049] At arrows 1, a first antenna point 3 and a second
antenna point 4 both receive a specific random access
response preamble in the same random access re-
source. In an embodiment, the network node 2 serving
the two antenna points 3, 4 transmits the random access
response in one time instant from the first antenna point
3 (arrow 2a) and at a later time instant from the second
antenna point 4 (arrow 2b). Both transmission times may
be within the random access response window. In an-
other embodiment, the random access responses are
sent separated in space. In still another embodiment, the
random access responses are sent separated in time
and space.
[0050] There are different scenarios: either a single
wireless device 5 sent the random access preamble, and
it was received by both antenna points 3, 4, or two dif-
ferent wireless devices 5, 6 transmitted the same random
access preambles and it was received by a respective
antenna point 3, 4.
[0051] If two different wireless devices 5, 6 transmitted
the same random access preambles, and if they were
received by two different antenna points 3, 4, respective-
ly, then the random access procedures of both wireless
devices 5, 6 can be completed even if the preambles
were sent in the same random access resource. An im-
proved use of the available random access preambles
is provided, increasing the random access capacity.
[0052] By transmitting the random access response
separated in time and/or space, it is possible to support
concurrent random access requests from multiple wire-
less devices. In some embodiments the UL grants (UL
grant 1, UL grant 2 of figure 4) are the same and in some
they are different.
[0053] In the following, a description of Phase 1 ac-
cording to the present teachings is given corresponding
to the one given in relation to the prior art solution of
figure 3, thus thoroughly detailing aspects of the present
teachings in relation to the prior art.
[0054] The phase 1 can be divided into two sub-phas-
es: the wireless device 5, 6 selecting RA resources to
use, and random access preamble reception at the net-
work node 2.
[0055] In case of contention-based random access,
the wireless device 5, 6 selects a random access pream-
ble and a random access resource at random from the
resources that are announced available, either via broad-
casted system information or via dedicated signaling
from a radio access network node. In another embodi-
ment, this information may be pre-configured as a default
configuration.
[0056] If contention-free random access is considered,
for example as part of handover but also in other situa-
tions, then the soft cell can be configured to spatially al-
locate the resources and preambles to enable simulta-
neous use of the same preambles and/or resources at
spatially separated regions. Spatially separated regions
are mainly characterized by that signals transmitted in a
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first region are not detected (or that detection is not prob-
able) by antenna points in a spatially separated second
region.
[0057] Hence, the wireless device 5, 6 acquires infor-
mation about random access slots available, selects one
of the available resources at random (the number of al-
ternatives may be so reduced that only one alternative
is available), and transmits the preamble using the se-
lected resource.
[0058] RA preamble reception: Some or all antenna
points 2, 3, 4 are receiving the transmitted random access
preamble from the wireless device 5, 6. A random access
preamble received at an antenna point 2, 3, 4 may be
associated with a corresponding antenna point ID. This
association can be made either at the antenna point 3,
4 or at a processor (for example centralized processor,
not illustrated) related to the antenna point 3, 4.
[0059] This means that at a given radio resource unit
(such as a time slot, a time/frequency slot etc.), a specific
random access preamble may be received at multiple
antenna points 3, 4. This can, as mentioned earlier, be
due to that a random access preamble transmitted from
one wireless device 5, 6 has been received by multiple
antenna points 3, 4, that multiple wireless devices 5, 6
have selected the same preamble, or a combination of
both.
[0060] Each reception of a random access preamble
at an antenna point 2, 3, 4 may also be associated with
reception conditions. Such reception conditions com-
prise for example: received signal power of random ac-
cess preambles, received signal quality of random ac-
cess preambles, received preamble signature correla-
tion, and/or received signal correlation/power relative the
detection threshold of the antenna point.
[0061] The reception conditions scope, i.e. which type
of reception condition or conditions as exemplified above
that shall be considered, may be configured via Opera-
tions Administration and Maintenance (OaM), or may be
adjusted based on local observations at the antenna
point 2, 3, 4. Such local observations of reception con-
ditions comprise reception statistics such as historical
preamble reception powers/correlations.
[0062] Turning now to Phase 2, the wireless devices
5, 6 are configured to monitor downlink control channels
for a random access response message. This monitoring
is discontinued if the wireless device 5, 6 has received a
random access response, or if a time window since the
preamble transmission has elapsed.
[0063] All the received random access preambles will
be acknowledged (together with an uplink grant) over a
downlink control channel from one or more of the antenna
points 3, 4 that received the preamble. It is noted that an
antenna point, although not being the one receiving the
preamble, may transmit an acknowledgement.
[0064] ACKs may be separated in time over a random
access response window, and the wireless devices 5, 6
will discontinue downlink control channel monitoring up-
on a successful ACK reception. Hence:

• If one wireless device 5 has received an ACK and
an uplink grant, then it will not consider a random
access response transmitted later in time.

• If another wireless device 6 has not decoded an ACK
and uplink grant from one node, then it may be able
to decode the ACK and an uplink grant later in time,
by receiving the ACK sent later in time.

[0065] The ACKs may alternatively be sent separated
in space.
[0066] This means that two different wireless devices
5, 6 that sent the same random access preamble in the
same random access resource can be responded to pro-
vided that the responses are separated in time and/or
space.
[0067] Various embodiments may be implemented
comprising different RA response scheduling across the
different antenna points 2, 3, 4. In the following this is
exemplified in the scenario described with reference to
figure 2, i.e. the first network node 2 comprising a macro
antenna point 2, the second and third network nodes 3,
4 comprising antenna points.
[0068] In an embodiment, the scheduling is performed
so that RA responses are transmitted from the macro
antenna point 2 first, and then from the other antenna
points 3, 4 in decreasing reception condition order.
[0069] In an embodiment, the scheduling is performed
so that RA responses are transmitted from the macro
antenna point 2 first, and then in the other antenna points
3, 4 in decreasing transmission power order.
[0070] In an embodiment, the scheduling is performed
so that RA responses are transmitted from the macro
antenna point 2 first, and then in the other antenna points
3, 4 simultaneously, but at a later time.
[0071] In an embodiment, the scheduling is performed
so that RA responses are transmitted from the antenna
points (macro/pico) 2, 3, 4 in decreasing reception con-
dition order.
[0072] In an embodiment, the scheduling is performed
so that RA responses are transmitted from the antenna
points 2, 3, 4 in decreasing transmission power order.
[0073] As an example, the order in which the random
access response is sent is determined based on the re-
ception conditions per antenna point 2, 3, 4. For example,
if the antenna points 2, 3 and 4 receive a specific pream-
ble at correlations (or received signal strength) C1, C2
and C3, respectively, where C1 > C2 > C3, then the ran-
dom access response is first transmitted from antenna
point 2, then antenna point 3 and finally antenna point 4.
Alternatively, the antenna points 2, 3, 4 can be grouped,
so that the random access response is transmitted first
from antenna point 2, and then from antenna points 3
and 4.
[0074] When an antenna point 3, 4 with lower power
is transmitting a response, higher power antenna points
such as the macro 2 either transmit at a lower power at
the control channel resource or do not transmit at the
control channel resource used by the lower power an-
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tenna point 3, 4. Thereby, it is also possible to control
the antenna point association by ensuring that random
access responses can be received in areas where a low
power antenna point is not the most favorable antenna
point based on pilot signal received signal strength com-
parisons.
[0075] The means to implement the separation can be
either by encoding the DPCCH differently from different
antenna points 2, 3, 4, or using the enhanced-DPCCH
(e-DPCCH), enabling control signaling specific for a par-
ticular wireless device 5, 6.
[0076] In case of contention-free random access (e.g.
handover), a central processing unit (CPU) configured
to handle random access requests may be confident that
only one wireless device 5, 6 is assigned a specific pre-
amble and random access resource. Therefore, ACKs
over PDCCH can be sent at the same time to all antenna
points. It is also noted, that the present teachings enables
the assignment of one random access preamble and ran-
dom access resource to more than one wireless device
5, 6, provided that random access responses are sepa-
rated in time as descried above.
[0077] In case of contention-based random access,
the RA phases 3 and 4 are the same as in prior art, mean-
ing that two wireless devices 5, 6 selecting the same
preamble and only received at one antenna point will
collide in step 3, and only one of them will be acknowl-
edged in step 4. The other one has to start over the RA
procedure. However, if the wireless devices are spatially
separated, then they will not use the same resource in
step 3, and can thus be admitted both of them, see below
where antenna point relations are used to support such
operations.
[0078] Any uplink and downlink power imbalance can
also be considered using reception condition information
and antenna point transmission power information. For
example, if the power difference between high power an-
tenna points and low power antenna points is D, then the
reception conditions may be modified using this differ-
ence so that the reception conditions at the wireless de-
vice 5, 6 can be estimated. For example, if the reception
conditions at antenna points 2, 3 and 4 are C1, C2 and
C3, where antenna points 2 and 3 are low power antenna
points and antenna point 4 is using a power that is the
offset D larger, then the modified reception conditions
C1, C2 and C3+D are used. This means that even though
C1 > C2 > C3, antenna point 4 may still be used first if
D is large enough.
[0079] In general, the modified reception conditions
are functions of the reception condition and the transmis-
sion power (alternatively the relative transmission power
compared to a reference antenna point).
[0080] If the antenna points 2, 3 and 4 are using the
transmission powers T1, T2 and T3, then the modified
reception conditions are functions f(Ci,Ti) of the reception
conditions and transmission power. In case of consider-
ing a reference transmission power Tr, then the function
f(Ci,Ti,Tr) is considered. Example of functions can be in

logarithmic scale 

[0081] In linear scale 

[0082] And with transmission powers relative a refer-
ence transmission power Tr, in logarithmic scale 

[0083] In linear scale 

[0084] In another embodiment, the antenna points 2,
3, 4 are associated to different receiver sensitivities Si,
either in absolute terms or relative to a reference sensi-
tivity Sr. For example, in logarithmic scale 

[0085] In linear scale 

[0086] In general, both sensitivity and transmission
power differences can be considered.
[0087] In other embodiments, antenna point relations
are used, which indicate coverage overlaps between an-
tenna points 2, 3, 4. This information can be prepared in
OaM as will be described later, or predetermined via con-
figurations. There can also be reception relations (uplink
coverage overlaps) and transmission relations (downlink
coverage overlaps) separately.
[0088] The antenna point relations can be used in
many different ways, and in the following some examples
are given:

Example 1a

[0089] The same random access preamble is received
in the same random access resource at a first and a sec-
ond antenna point 3, 4 and the relation between the first
and second antenna point 3, 4 indicates an uplink over-
lap. Then the random access responses may be trans-
mitted separated in time. In a variation, the random ac-
cess responses may further include different UL grants.
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Example 1b

[0090] The same random access preamble is received
in the same random access resource at a first and a sec-
ond antenna point 3, 4 and the relation between the first
and second antenna points 3, 4 indicates no downlink
overlap. Then the random access responses are trans-
mitted separated in space only and at same time is ac-
ceptable. In a variation, the random access response
may further include different UL grants.

Example 1c

[0091] The same random access preamble is received
in the same random access resource at a first and a sec-
ond antenna point 3, 4 and the relation between the first
and second antenna points 3, 4 indicates neither uplink
nor downlink coverage overlap. Then the random access
responses may be transmitted separated in space only,
i.e. same time is acceptable. In a variation, the random
access responses may further include the same UL
grants, i.e. the transmitted messages can be identical.

Example 2a

[0092] A random access preamble is received at a first
antenna point 3 but not at a second antenna point 4 at a
specific random access resource and the relation be-
tween the first and second antenna points 3, 4 indicates
downlink overlap. Then the random access responses
may be transmitted from both the first and second anten-
na points 3, 4. In a variation, the random access respons-
es may further include the same UL grants.

Example 2b

[0093] A random access preamble is received at a first
antenna point 3 but not at a second antenna point 4 at a
specific random access resource and the relation be-
tween first and second antenna points 3, 4 indicates nei-
ther uplink nor downlink coverage overlap. Then the ran-
dom access response may be transmitted only from the
first antenna point 3.
[0094] In general, the differences above reflect wheth-
er the network node 2 has reasons to believe that a re-
ceived random access preamble originates from one or
two different wireless devices 5, 6. For example, Exam-
ples 2a and 2b above indicate that it is most likely that
only one wireless device 5, 6 transmitted the random
access preamble and the differences lies in the proba-
bility to reach the wireless device 5, 6 in the downlink. In
contrast, in Example 1a, it is uncertain whether it is one
or more wireless devices 5, 6 that transmitted the random
access preamble. Further analysis could then be per-
formed. For example, in case it indeed was two (or more)
wireless devices 5, 6 that transmitted the random access
preamble, then the network node 2 would get different
UL transmissions (compare Phase 3, arrow 3 of figure

4) via different UL grants. In the other case, i.e. if it was
only one wireless device 5, 6 that sent the random access
preamble, then a single UL transmission would be re-
ceived in the network node 2. Finally, in Examples 1b
and 1c it is most likely two different wireless devices 5,
6 that transmitted the random access preamble, but in
Example 1b there has to be some precautions to ensure
that the wireless devices 5, 6 are reached with different
random access responses.
[0095] The random access procedure may be config-
ured via OaM, which may comprise any processor re-
ceiving information from various network nodes. For ex-
ample, the downlink random access response schedul-
ing strategy may be, and is currently, configured via OaM.
Also, the observation scope in terms of what the network
node 2 is expected to monitor may be defined via OaM.
[0096] Such configurable observations include statis-
tics concerning random access preamble reception by
different antenna point IDs, possibly related to spatial
separation of preamble assignments. Preamble recep-
tion statistics (for example number of preambles) may
be separated per antenna point, antenna point power or
related to reception conditions. The statistics can reflect
events that can be gathered via counters, where each
antenna point is associated to a specific counter or
counters. The counters can also be specific to the type
of antenna point.
[0097] The statistics can also reflect data such as re-
ception conditions. Such reception conditions may com-
prise received signal power of random access pream-
bles, received signal quality of random access pream-
bles, received preamble signature correlation, received
signal correlation/power relative the detection threshold
of the antenna point, etc. The reception conditions can
be accumulated in a counter, and the number or meas-
urements maintained in a different counter to enable de-
termining the average reception condition. The reception
conditions can also be binned in a histogram counter,
accumulating radio conditions that fall in specific ranges.
[0098] The statistics may be transferred to OaM either
regularly, on demand or when some configurable condi-
tion has been met. One example of such a configurable
condition is when a counter has passed a pre-configured
threshold.
[0099] For example, the statistics may indicate that it
is more common that wireless devices 5, 6 are capable
of decoding the random access response sent from low
power nodes 3, 4, than from high power antenna points
2. This can be an indication that most wireless devices
5, 6 are covered by low power antenna points 3, 4, and
that it is more favorable to send the random access re-
sponses from the low power antenna points 3, 4 and then
from the macro antenna point 2 at a later time. More
generally, the random access procedure statistics indi-
cates the frequency of successful random access proce-
dures per antenna point 2, 3, 4, and this can be used for
grouping and ordering the antenna points in the order
they should transmit the random access response.
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[0100] The statistics may also consider data from con-
nected mode communications with wireless devices 5, 6
to learn which nodes (antenna points 2, 3, 4) primarily
serves the wireless devices 5, 6. This information can
also be used to order nodes to indicate in what order they
should transmit random access response to the wireless
devices 5, 6.
[0101] For example, assume that the antenna points
2, 3 and 4 has a frequency F1, F2, F3, respectively, of
receiving random access preambles from connected
wireless devices 5, 6 and that F1> F2 > F3. Then, random
access responses are first sent from the antenna point
with frequency F1, then F2 and finally F3. The antenna
points 2, 3, 4 can also be grouped, so that antenna point
2 is always used first, followed by antenna points 3 and
4 based on the statistics.
[0102] The statistics can also be gathered separately
per antenna point type, for example separately for macro
antenna points and low power antenna points.
[0103] Also, response statistics (both successful and
failed), possibly related to random access preamble re-
ceptions is gathered to indicate how often a receiving
antenna point also becomes a successfully transmitting
antenna point. Such information can indicate the power
imbalance situation between the uplink and downlink,
where more antenna points may receive random access
preambles than successfully will be transmitting the ran-
dom access response.
[0104] The uplink and downlink power imbalance can
also be analyzed using reception condition statistics and
antenna point transmission power information. For ex-
ample, if the power difference between high power an-
tenna points and low power antenna points is D, then the
reception conditions are modified using this difference
so that the reception conditions at the wireless device 5,
6 can be estimated.
[0105] The statistics can also be used to decide wheth-
er there are some antenna points that always should
transmit a response, even though the random access
preamble was not received in that antenna point. One
such antenna point type example is the macro antenna
point, or high power antenna point.
[0106] Network statistics such as connected mode
wireless device 5, 6 reports, or antenna point measure-
ments of connected mode wireless device 5, 6 can be
used to learn which antenna points have overlapping cov-
erage, and which do not. This can be gathered e.g. in
OaM and an antenna point relation information can be
prepared indicating whether it is likely, and also how like-
ly, it is that two specific different antenna points can re-
ceive the same random access preamble.
[0107] The statistics can also be separated into recep-
tion statistics and transmission statistics, meaning that
these relations indicate if wireless device 5, 6 can be
reached from two specific antenna points simultaneous-
ly.
[0108] Figure 5 illustrates a flow chart over steps of a
method 10 in a network node in accordance with the

present teachings and in line with the description as pro-
vided hitherto.
[0109] The method 10 is performed in a network node
2, wherein the network node 2 controls a first and a sec-
ond antenna point 3, 4 and uses the same random access
resources for the first and the second antenna points 3,
4. The method 10 comprises detecting 11a specific ran-
dom access preamble received on a random access re-
source at the first antenna point 3 and on the same ran-
dom access resource at the second antenna point 4.
[0110] The method 10 further comprises scheduling
12 a transmission of a random access response to the
random access preamble received at the first antenna
point 3 and a transmission of a random access response
to the random access preamble received at the second
antenna point 4, wherein the random access responses
are scheduled separated in time and/or space.
[0111] In an embodiment, the method 10 comprises
transmitting 13 one or both scheduled transmissions from
the first antenna point 3 and/or from the second antenna
point 4 and/or from other antenna points 7, 8 controlled
by the network node 2. In some cases, as described ear-
lier, a random access response may be refrained from
being transmitted.
[0112] In an embodiment, the method 10 comprises
associating the random access preamble received from
the first antenna point 3 with a first antenna point identifier
and the random access preamble received from the sec-
ond antenna point 4 with a second antenna point identi-
fier.
[0113] In a variation of the above embodiment, the
method comprises determining, based on the first and
second antenna point identifiers, if the random access
preambles have been received from two different wire-
less devices 5, 6 or from a single wireless device 5, 6. If
the random access preambles are determined to have
been received from a single wireless device 5, 6 an em-
bodiment of the method 10 comprises transmitting one
of the scheduled transmissions from the first antenna
point 3 and/or from the second antenna point 4 and/or a
third antenna point 7, 8.
[0114] In an embodiment, the determining is based on
historical radio condition statistics related to the first and
second antenna points 3, 4, respectively. The historical
radio condition statistics may for example comprise one
or more of: random access procedure statistics, random
access preamble reception statistic, random access re-
sponse performance statistics, uplink radio conditions,
downlink radio conditions, antenna point transmission
power, and antenna point reception sensitivity.
[0115] In an embodiment, the method 10 comprises
associating the reception of the random access preamble
received from the first antenna point 3 with one or more
parameter related to the first antenna point 3 and the
reception of the random access preamble received from
the second antenna point 4 with one or more parameters
related to the second antenna point 4. In variations of
this embodiment, the parameters comprise one or more
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of: received signal power of random access preambles,
received signal quality of random access preambles, re-
ceived preamble signature correlation, received signal
correlation relative a detection threshold of the respective
antenna point 3, 4, historical information, decoding per-
formance and antenna point configuration.
[0116] In an embodiment, the transmission of the ran-
dom access responses is effectuated from the first and
second antenna point 3, 4 and the order of transmission
is based on measured reception parameter of the random
access preamble at the respective antenna point 3, 4.
Different variations of this embodiment has been de-
scribed earlier, and the order of transmission may for
example comprise the order of decreasing measured re-
ception parameters at the respective antenna points 3,
4, or decreasing transmission power at the respective
antenna points 3, 4.
[0117] In an embodiment, the random access respons-
es are scheduled separated in time and/or space over a
random access response window.
[0118] In an embodiment, the random access re-
sponse comprises an acknowledgment of receipt of the
random access preamble received from the first antenna
point and from the second antenna point 3, 4.
[0119] In an embodiment, the random access respons-
es are transmitted separated in space by the random
access responses comprising different content. In a var-
iation of this embodiment, the random access responses
are transmitted simultaneously from the first and second
antenna points 3, 4.
[0120] With reference to figure 6, the present teachings
also encompass the network node 2. In particular, figure
6 illustrates schematically a network node 2 and means
for implementing the various embodiments of the method
as described. The network node 2, and in particular a
processor 20 thereof, is configured to control a first and
a second antenna point 3, 4. The network node 2 is con-
figured to use the same random access resources for
the first and the second antenna points 3, 4. The network
node 2 comprises a processor 20 and memory 21. The
memory 21 contains instructions executable by the proc-
essor 20, whereby the network node 2 is operative to
perform any of the embodiments of the method 10 as
described. In particular, the network node 2 is operative
to:

• detect a specific random access preamble received
on a random access resource at the first antenna
point 3 and on the same random access resource at
the second antenna point 4, and

• schedule 12 a transmission of a random access re-
sponse to the random access preamble received at
the first antenna point 3 and a transmission of a ran-
dom access response to the random access pream-
ble received at the second antenna point 4, the ran-
dom access responses being scheduled separated
in time and/or space.

[0121] The network node 2 may be a base station, such
as a eNodeB, but may more generally comprise a cen-
tralized network unit handling the communication via two
or more antenna points 3, 4. Sometimes this is referred
to as a main unit, while the antenna points 3, 4 are remote
units. The communication interface to the antenna points
3, 4 may be wired or wireless, wherein wired connections
can be fiber, copper, or any other means. The interface
can be on radio frequencies, or base band, it can be
analog or digital. One example is CPRI (Common Public
Radio Interface), which is a digital interface for base band
data.
[0122] The memory 21 can be any combination of read
and write memory (RAM) and read only memory (ROM).
The memory 21 may also comprise persistent storage,
which may, for example, be any single one or combina-
tion of magnetic memory, optical memory, solid state
memory or even remotely mounted memory.
[0123] The network node 2 further comprises an in-
put/output device 23, 24, embodied as one or more sep-
arate units or as a single unit. By means of such input
device(s) 23, the network node 2 may receive data from
the wireless device 5 (via antennas, not illustrated) and
from other network nodes 3, 4 (e.g. via interconnecting
cables, not illustrated). By means of such output de-
vice(s) 24 the network node 2 may transmit data to the
wireless device 5 (via antennas, not illustrated) and to
other network nodes 3, 4 (e.g. via interconnecting cables,
not illustrated). The input device(s) 23 and the output
device(s) 24 are operatively connected to the processor
20, which is thus able to transmit instructions to the wire-
less device 5 (via antennas, not illustrated), e.g. based
on information received from the wireless device 5. Other
components of the network node 2 are omitted in order
not to obscure the concepts presented herein.
[0124] With reference still to figure 6, the present
teachings also encompass computer programs and com-
puter program products.
[0125] The computer program product, e.g. the mem-
ory 21, thus comprises instructions executable by the
processor 20. Such instructions may be comprised in a
computer program 22, or in one or more software mod-
ules or function modules.
[0126] An example of an implementation using func-
tions modules/software modules is illustrated in figure 7,
in particular illustrating a computer program product com-
prising functions modules for implementing methods of
figure 5. The memory 21 comprises means 25, in partic-
ular a first function module 25, for detecting a specific
random access preamble received on a random access
resource at the first antenna point 3 and on the same
random access resource at the second antenna point.
The memory 21 comprises means 26, in particular a sec-
ond function module 26, for scheduling a transmission
of a random access response to the random access pre-
amble received at the first antenna point 3 and a trans-
mission of a random access response to the random ac-
cess preamble received at the second antenna point 4,
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the random access responses being scheduled separat-
ed in time and/or space. Based on this, an embodiment
of the network node may be implemented. In particular,
in an embodiment, the network node 2 comprises means
25 for detecting a specific random access preamble re-
ceived on a random access resource at the first antenna
point 3 and on the same random access resource at the
second antenna point, and means 26 for scheduling a
transmission of a random access response to the random
access preamble received at the first antenna point 3 and
a transmission of a random access response to the ran-
dom access preamble received at the second antenna
point 4, the random access responses being scheduled
separated in time and/or space.
[0127] The computer program 22 is provided for a net-
work node 2 controlling a first and a second antenna point
3, 4, wherein the network node 2 uses the same random
access resources for the first and the second antenna
points 3, 4. The computer program 22 comprises com-
puter program code, which, when run on the network
node 2, and in particular the processor 20 thereof, causes
the network node 2 to detect a specific random access
preamble received on a random access resource at the
first antenna point and on the same random access re-
source at the second antenna point; and schedule a
transmission of a random access response to the random
access preamble received at the first antenna point and
a transmission of a random access response to the ran-
dom access preamble received at the second antenna
point, the random access responses being scheduled
separated in time and/or space.
[0128] The invention has mainly been described herein
with reference to a number of embodiments. However,
as is appreciated by a person skilled in the art, other
embodiments than the particular ones disclosed herein
are equally possible within the scope of the invention, as
defined by the appended patent claims.

Claims

1. A method (10) performed in a network node (2), the
network node (2) controlling a first and a second an-
tenna point (3, 4) and using the same random access
resources for the first and the second antenna points
(3, 4), the method (10) comprising:

detecting (11) a random access preamble re-
ceived on a random access resource at the first
antenna point (3) and on the same random ac-
cess resource at the second antenna point (4);
determining a relation between the first antenna
point (3) and the second antenna point (4) which
relation indicates coverage overlap between the
first and the second antenna points; and
scheduling (12) a transmission of a random ac-
cess response to the random access preamble
received at the first antenna point (3) and a trans-

mission of a random access response to the ran-
dom access preamble received at the second
antenna point (4), the random access responses
being scheduled separated in time and/or space
based on the determined relation.

2. The method (10) as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
relation between the first and second antenna points
indicates an uplink, UL, overlap, and the random ac-
cess responses are scheduled for transmission sep-
arated in time, and optionally the random access re-
sponses include respective different UL grants.

3. The method (10) as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
relation between the first and second antenna points
indicates no downlink coverage overlap, and the ran-
dom access responses are scheduled for transmis-
sion separated in space, and optionally at a same
time, and further optionally the random access re-
sponses include respective different UL grants.

4. The method (10) as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
relation between the first and second antenna points
indicates neither uplink nor downlink coverage over-
lap and the random access responses are scheduled
for transmission separated in space, and optionally
at a same time, and further optionally the random
access responses include a same UL grants.

5. The method (10) as claimed in any preceding claim,
wherein determining the relation between the first
antenna point (3) and the second antenna point (4)
is based on network statistics.

6. The method (10) as claimed in claim 5, wherein the
network statistics comprise any one or more of con-
nected mode wireless device reports; and antenna
point measurements of connected mode wireless
devices.

7. The method (10) as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
random access responses are scheduled separated
in time and/or space over a random access response
window.

8. The method (10) as claimed in any of the preceding
claims, further comprising associating the random
access preamble received at the first antenna point
(3) with a first antenna point identifier and the random
access preamble received at the second antenna
point (4) with a second antenna point identifier.

9. The method (10) as claimed in claim 8, further com-
prising determining, based on the first and second
antenna point identifiers, whether the random ac-
cess preambles have been received from two differ-
ent wireless devices (5, 6) or from a single wireless
device (5, 6).
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10. The method (10) as claimed in any of the preceding
claims, further comprising determining, based on
historical radio condition statistics related to the first
and second antenna points (3, 4), respectively,
whether the random access preamble received at
the first antenna point (3) and the random access
preamble received at the second antenna point (4)
have been received from two different wireless de-
vices (5, 6).

11. The method (10) as claimed in claim 10, wherein the
historical radio condition statistics comprises one or
more of random access preamble reception statis-
tics, random access response performance statis-
tics, uplink radio conditions, downlink radio condi-
tions, antenna point transmission power, and anten-
na point reception sensitivity.

12. The method (10) as claimed in any of the preceding
claims, further comprising associating the reception
of the random access preamble received from the
first antenna point (3) with one or more parameters
related to the first antenna point (3) and the reception
of the random access preamble received from the
second antenna point (4) with one or more parameter
related to the second antenna point (4).

13. The method (10) as claimed in any of the preceding
claims, wherein the transmission of the random ac-
cess responses is effectuated from the first and sec-
ond antenna point (3, 4) and wherein the order of
transmission is based on measured reception pa-
rameter of the random access preamble at the re-
spective antenna point (3, 4).

14. The method (10) as claimed in claim 13, wherein the
order of transmission comprises the order of de-
creasing measured reception parameters at the re-
spective antenna points (3, 4), or decreasing trans-
mission power at the respective antenna points (3,
4).

15. A computer program comprising instructions which,
when executed by a computer, cause the computer
to perform the method (10) as claimed in any of the
preceding claims.

16. A network node (2) configured to control a first and
a second antenna point (3, 4) and to use the same
random access resources for the first and the second
antenna point (3, 4), the network node (2) comprising
a processor (20) and memory (21), the memory (21)
containing instructions executable by the processor
(20), whereby the network node (2) is operative to:

detect a specific random access preamble re-
ceived on a random access resource at the first
antenna point (3) and on the same random ac-

cess resource at the second antenna point (4);
determine a relation between the first antenna
point (3) and the second antenna point (4) which
relation indicates coverage overlap between the
first and the second antenna points ; and
schedule a transmission of a random access re-
sponse to the random access preamble re-
ceived at the first antenna point (3) and a trans-
mission of a random access response to the ran-
dom access preamble received at the second
antenna point (4), the random access responses
being scheduled separated in time and/or space
based on the determined relation.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren (10), das in einem Netzwerkknoten (2),
durchgeführt wird, wobei der Netzwerkknoten (2) ei-
nen ersten und einen zweiten Antennenpunkt (3, 4)
steuert und die gleichen Direktzugriffsressourcen für
den ersten und den zweiten Antennenpunkt (3, 4)
verwendet, wobei das Verfahren (10) umfasst:

Erkennen (11) einer Direktzugriffspräambel, die
auf einer Direktzugriffsressource am ersten An-
tennenpunkt (3) und auf der gleichen Direktzu-
griffsressourcen am zweiten Antennenpunkt (4)
empfangen wird;
Bestimmen einer Beziehung zwischen dem ers-
ten Antennenpunkt (3) und dem zweiten Anten-
nenpunkt (4), wobei die Beziehung Versor-
gungsüberlappung zwischen dem ersten und
dem zweiten Antennenpunkt anzeigt; und
Disponieren (12) einer Übertragung einer Di-
rektzugriffsantwort auf die am ersten Antennen-
punkt (3) empfangene Direktzugriffspräambel
und einer Übertragung einer Direktzu-
griffsantwort auf die am zweiten Antennenpunkt
(4) empfangene Direktzugriffspräambel, wobei
die Direktzugriffsantworten basierend auf der
bestimmten Beziehung zeitlich und/oder räum-
lich getrennt disponiert werden.

2. Verfahren (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Bezie-
hung zwischen dem ersten und dem zweiten Anten-
nenpunkt eine Uplink, UL,-Überlappung anzeigt, und
die Direktzugriffsantworten zeitlich getrennt zur
Übertragung disponiert werden, und die Direktzu-
griffsantworten optional jeweilige verschiedene UL-
Freigaben umfassen.

3. Verfahren (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Bezie-
hung zwischen dem ersten und dem zweiten Anten-
nenpunkt keine Downlink, UL,-Versorgungsüberlap-
pung anzeigt, und die Direktzugriffsantworten räum-
lich getrennt und optional gleichzeitig zur Übertra-
gung disponiert werden, und die Direktzu-
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griffsantworten ferner optional jeweilige verschiede-
ne UL-Freigaben umfassen.

4. Verfahren (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Bezie-
hung zwischen dem ersten und dem zweiten Anten-
nenpunkt weder Uplink- noch eine Downlink-Versor-
gungsüberlappung anzeigt, und die Direktzu-
griffsantworten räumlich getrennt und optional
gleichzeitig zur Übertragung disponiert werden, und
die Direktzugriffsantworten ferner optional eine glei-
che UL-Freigabe umfassen.

5. Verfahren (10) nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei das Bestimmen der Beziehung zwi-
schen dem ersten Antennenpunkt (3) und dem zwei-
ten Antennenpunkt (4) auf Netzwerkstatistiken ba-
siert.

6. Verfahren (10) nach Anspruch 5, wobei die Netz-
werkstatistiken eines oder mehrere von Berichten
von drahtlosen Vorrichtungen im angeschlossenen
Modus und Antennenpunktmessungen von drahtlo-
sen Vorrichtungen im angeschlossenen Modus um-
fassen.

7. Verfahren (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Direkt-
zugriffsantworten zeitlich und/oder räumlich ge-
trennt über ein Direktzugriffsantwortfenster dispo-
niert werden.

8. Verfahren (10) nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, ferner umfassend ein Assoziieren der am
ersten Antennenpunkt (3) empfangenen Direktzu-
griffspräambel mit einer ersten Antennenpunktken-
nung und der am zweiten Antennenpunkt (4) emp-
fangenen Direktzugriffspräambel mit einer zweiten
Antennenpunktkennung.

9. Verfahren (10) nach Anspruch 8, ferner umfassend
ein Bestimmen basierend auf der ersten und der
zweiten Antennenpunktkennung, ob die Direktzu-
griffspräambeln von zwei verschiedenen drahtlosen
Vorrichtung (5, 6) oder von einer einzigen drahtlosen
Vorrichtung (5, 6) empfangen wurden.

10. Verfahren (10) nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, ferner umfassend ein Bestimmen basie-
rend auf historischen Funkbedingungsstatistiken in
Bezug auf den ersten bzw. den zweiten Antennen-
punkt (3, 4), ob die am ersten Antennenpunkt (3)
empfangene Direktzugriffspräambel und die am
zweiten Antennenpunkt (4) empfangene Direktzu-
griffspräambel von zwei verschiedenen drahtlosen
Vorrichtungen (5, 6) empfangen wurden.

11. Verfahren (10) nach Anspruch 10, wobei die histo-
rischen Funkbedingungsstatistiken eines oder meh-
rere von Direktzugriffspräambel-Empfangsstatisti-

ken, Direktzugriffsantwort-Performance-Statistiken,
Uplink-Funkbedingungen, Downlink-Funkbedin-
gungen, Antennenpunkt-Sendeleistung und Anten-
nenpunkt-Empfangsempfindlichkeit umfassen.

12. Verfahren (10) nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, ferner umfassend ein Assoziieren des
Empfangs der vom ersten Antennenpunkt (3) emp-
fangenen Direktzugriffspräambel mit einem oder
mehreren Parametern in Bezug auf den ersten An-
tennenpunkt (3) und des Empfangs der vom zweiten
Antennenpunkt (4) empfangenen Direktzugriffsprä-
ambel mit einem oder mehreren Parametern in Be-
zug auf den zweiten Antennenpunkt (4).

13. Verfahren (10) nach einem der vorhergehenden An-
sprüche, wobei die Übertragung der Direktzu-
griffsantworten vom ersten und zweiten Antennen-
punkt (3, 4) durchgeführt wird, und wobei die Sen-
dereihenfolge auf einem gemessenen Empfangspa-
rameter der Direktzugriffspräambel am jeweiligen
Antennenpunkt (3, 4) basiert.

14. Verfahren (10) nach Anspruch 13, wobei die Sende-
reihenfolge die Reihenfolge abnehmender gemes-
sener Empfangsparameter an den jeweiligen Anten-
nenpunkten (3, 4), oder abnehmender Sendeleis-
tung an den jeweiligen Antennenpunkten (3, 4) um-
fasst.

15. Computerprogramm, umfassend Anweisungen, die
bei Ausführung durch einen Computer den Compu-
ter zum Durchführen des Verfahrens (10) nach ei-
nem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche veranlassen.

16. Netzwerkknoten (2), der zum Steuern eines ersten
und eines zweiten Antennenpunkts (3, 4) und zum
Verwenden der gleichen Direktzugriffsressourcen
für den ersten und den zweiten Antennenpunkt (3,
4) konfiguriert ist, wobei der Netzwerkknoten (2) ei-
nen Prozessor (20) und einen Speicher (21) umfasst,
wobei der Speicher (21) Anweisungen enthält, die
vom Prozessor (20) ausgeführt werden können, wo-
durch der Netzknoten (2) ausgelegt ist zum:

Erkennen einer spezifischen Direktzugriffsprä-
ambel, die auf einer Direktzugriffsressource am
ersten Antennenpunkt (3) und auf der gleichen
Direktzugriffsressource am zweiten Antennen-
punkt (4) empfangen wird;
Bestimmen einer Beziehung zwischen dem ers-
ten Antennenpunkt (3) und dem zweiten Anten-
nenpunkt (4), wobei die Beziehung Versor-
gungsüberlappung zwischen dem ersten und
dem zweiten Antennenpunkt anzeigt; und
Disponieren einer Übertragung einer Direktzu-
griffsantwort auf die am ersten Antennenpunkt
(3) empfangene Direktzugriffspräambel und ei-
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ner Übertragung einer Direktzugriffsantwort auf
die am zweiten Antennenpunkt (4) empfangene
Direktzugriffspräambel, wobei die Direktzu-
griffsantworten basierend auf der bestimmten
Beziehung zeitlich und/oder räumlich getrennt
disponiert werden.

Revendications

1. Procédé (10) effectué dans un nœud de réseau (2),
le nœud de réseau (2) commandant des premier et
deuxième points d’antenne (3, 4) et utilisant les mê-
mes ressources d’accès aléatoire pour les premier
et deuxième points d’antenne (3, 4), le procédé (10)
comprenant :

la détection (11) d’un préambule d’accès aléa-
toire reçu sur une ressource d’accès aléatoire
au premier point d’antenne (3) et sur la même
ressource d’accès aléatoire au deuxième point
d’antenne (4) ;
la détermination d’une relation entre le premier
point d’antenne (3) et le deuxième point d’an-
tenne (4), la relation indiquant un chevauche-
ment de couverture entre les premier et deuxiè-
me points d’antenne ; et
la programmation (12) d’une transmission d’une
réponse d’accès aléatoire au préambule d’ac-
cès aléatoire reçu au premier point d’antenne
(3) et d’une transmission d’une réponse d’accès
aléatoire au préambule d’accès aléatoire reçu
au deuxième point d’antenne (4), les réponses
d’accès aléatoire étant programmées de maniè-
re séparée dans le temps et/ou dans l’espace
sur la base de la relation déterminée.

2. Procédé (10) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
la relation entre les premier et deuxième points d’an-
tenne indique un chevauchement de liaison montan-
te, UL, et les réponses d’accès aléatoire sont pro-
grammées pour une transmission séparée dans le
temps, et facultativement les réponses d’accès aléa-
toire incluent des octrois UL différents respectifs.

3. Procédé (10) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
la relation entre les premier et deuxième points d’an-
tenne indique aucun chevauchement de couverture
de liaison descendante, et les réponses d’accès
aléatoire sont programmées pour une transmission
séparée dans l’espace, et facultativement en même
temps, et en outre facultativement les réponses d’ac-
cès aléatoire incluent des octrois UL différents res-
pectifs.

4. Procédé (10) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
la relation entre les premier et deuxième points d’an-
tenne indique aucun chevauchement de couverture

de liaison montante ou de liaison descendante, et
les réponses d’accès aléatoire sont programmées
pour une transmission séparée dans l’espace, et fa-
cultativement en même temps, et en outre facultati-
vement les réponses d’accès aléatoire incluent le
même octroi UL.

5. Procédé (10) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, dans lequel la détermination
de la relation entre le premier point d’antenne (3) et
le deuxième point d’antenne (4) est basée sur des
statistiques de réseau.

6. Procédé (10) selon la revendication 5, dans lequel
les statistiques de réseau comprennent un ou plu-
sieurs de rapports de dispositif sans fil en mode
connecté ; et des mesures de point d’antenne de
dispositifs sans fil en mode connecté.

7. Procédé (10) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
les réponses d’accès aléatoire sont programmées
de manière séparée dans le temps et/ou dans l’es-
pace au cours d’une fenêtre de réponse d’accès
aléatoire.

8. Procédé (10) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, comprenant en outre l’associa-
tion du préambule d’accès aléatoire reçu au premier
point d’antenne (3) à un premier identifiant de point
d’antenne et du préambule d’accès aléatoire reçu
au deuxième point d’antenne (4) à un deuxième
identifiant de point d’antenne.

9. Procédé (10) selon la revendication 8, comprenant
en outre la détermination, sur la base des premier
et deuxième identifiants de point d’antenne, si les
préambules d’accès aléatoire ont été reçus en pro-
venance de deux dispositifs sans fil (5, 6) différents
ou en provenance d’un seul dispositif sans fil (5, 6).

10. Procédé (10) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, comprenant en outre la déter-
mination, sur la base de statistiques de conditions
radio historiques relatives respectivement aux pre-
mier et deuxième points d’antenne (3, 4), si le préam-
bule d’accès aléatoire reçu au premier point d’an-
tenne (3) et le préambule d’accès aléatoire reçu au
deuxième point d’antenne (4) ont été ou non reçus
en provenance de deux dispositifs sans fil (5, 6) dif-
férents.

11. Procédé (10) selon la revendication 10, dans lequel
les statistiques de conditions radio historiques com-
prennent une ou plusieurs de statistiques de récep-
tion de préambule d’accès aléatoire, de statistiques
de performances de réponse d’accès aléatoire, de
conditions radio de liaison montante, de conditions
radio de liaison descendante, de puissance de trans-
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mission de point d’antenne, et de sensibilité de ré-
ception de point d’antenne.

12. Procédé (10) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, comprenant en outre l’associa-
tion de la réception du préambule d’accès aléatoire
reçu en provenance du premier point d’antenne (3)
à un ou plusieurs paramètres relatifs au premier
point d’antenne (3) et de la réception du préambule
d’accès aléatoire reçu en provenance du deuxième
point d’antenne (4) à un ou plusieurs paramètres re-
latifs au deuxième point d’antenne (4).

13. Procédé (10) selon l’une quelconque des revendi-
cations précédentes, dans lequel la transmission
des réponses d’accès aléatoire est effectuée depuis
les premier et deuxième points d’antenne (3, 4) et
dans lequel l’ordre de transmission est basé sur un
paramètre de réception mesuré du préambule d’ac-
cès aléatoire au point d’antenne (3, 4) respectif.

14. Procédé (10) selon la revendication 13, dans lequel
l’ordre de transmission comprend l’ordre décroissant
de paramètres de réception mesurés aux points
d’antenne (3, 4) respectifs ou l’ordre décroissant de
puissance de transmission aux points d’antenne (3,
4) respectifs.

15. Programme informatique comprenant des instruc-
tions qui, lorsqu’elles sont exécutées par un ordina-
teur, amènent l’ordinateur à effectuer le procédé (10)
selon l’une quelconque des revendications précé-
dentes.

16. Nœud de réseau (2) configuré pour commander des
premier et deuxième points d’antenne (3, 4) et utiliser
les mêmes ressources d’accès aléatoire pour les
premier et deuxième points d’antenne (3, 4), le nœud
de réseau (2) comprenant un processeur (20) et une
mémoire (21), la mémoire (21) contenant des ins-
tructions exécutables par le processeur (20), de telle
manière que le nœud de réseau (2) soit opérationnel
pour :

la détection d’un préambule d’accès aléatoire
spécifique reçu sur une ressource d’accès aléa-
toire au premier point d’antenne (3) et sur la mê-
me ressource d’accès aléatoire au deuxième
point d’antenne (4) ;
la détermination d’une relation entre le premier
point d’antenne (3) et le deuxième point d’an-
tenne (4), la relation indiquant un chevauche-
ment de couverture entre les premier et deuxiè-
me points d’antenne ; et
la programmation d’une transmission d’une ré-
ponse d’accès aléatoire au préambule d’accès
aléatoire reçu au premier point d’antenne (3) et
d’une transmission d’une réponse d’accès aléa-

toire au préambule d’accès aléatoire reçu au
deuxième point d’antenne (4), les réponses
d’accès aléatoire étant programmées de maniè-
re séparée dans le temps et/ou dans l’espace
sur la base de la relation déterminée.
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