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(54) Medical instrument for grasping tissue

(57) A medical instrument for grasping tissue com-
prises a shaft (12), a working element arrangement (28)
arranged at a distal end (26) of the shaft (12) and having
a first working element (30) and a second working ele-
ment (32) configured to cooperate with one another for
grasping tissue. At least the first working element (30) is
movable, so that the working element arrangement (28)
can be closed and opened. A magnet arrangement (50)
is coupled to the working element arrangement (28) for
closing and opening the working element arrangement
via attracting and repulsive magnetic forces, respective-
ly. The magnet arrangement (50) has at least three mag-
nets (52a-52e, 56a-56d). According to a first aspect, at
least two first magnets (52a-e) are arranged on one of

the first and second working elements (30, 32) in series
along a longitudinal axis (38, 54) thereof and have an-
tiparallel magnetic polarities with respect to one another,
and at least one second magnet (56a-56d) is arranged
on the other of the first and second working elements
(30, 32) and has a magnetic polarity parallel to one of
the at least two first magnets (52a-52e), wherein the first
magnets (52a-52e) and/or the second magnet (56a-56d)
are/is displaceable in direction of the longitudinal axis
(38, 54) of the first or second working elements (30, 32)
such that the at least one second magnet (56a-56d) can
be selectively paired with one of the first magnets
(52a-52e) to obtain the magnetic attractive force or the
repulsive force.
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to a medical instrument
for grasping tissue, comprising a shaft, a working element
arrangement arranged at the distal end of the shaft and
having a first working element and a second working el-
ement configured to cooperate with one another for
grasping tissue, wherein at least the first working element
is movable, so that the working element arrangement
can be closed and opened, further comprising a magnet
arrangement coupled to the working element arrange-
ment for closing and opening the working element ar-
rangement via attractive and repulsive magnetic forces,
respectively.
[0002] A medical instrument of the type mentioned at
the outset is known from US 2012/0101488 A1.
[0003] In surgical operations on patients, it is often nec-
essary to manipulate tissues or organs during the surgi-
cal procedures. Such manipulations can consist in
putting aside an organ or tissue in order to obtain an
access to deeper lying tissue or organs on which the
surgical task is to be performed, or in retracting tissue or
an organ for a subsequent dissection, for example.
[0004] Surgical tasks necessitating the manipulation
of tissue or organs can arise in minimally invasive sur-
geries as well as in open surgeries.
[0005] Conventional instruments which are used for
the purpose of manipulating tissue comprise a working
element arrangement also referred to as jaw arrange-
ment, having at least two working elements, one or both
of which are movable with respect to the shaft of the
instrument. Thus, the working element arrangement can
be closed and opened, wherein the working element ar-
rangement is opened to engage the tissue, and by ex-
erting a closing force onto the working element arrange-
ment, the tissue is retained between the working ele-
ments. In these conventional medical instruments, clos-
ing and opening of the working element arrangement is
actuated by operating a handle arranged at the proximal
end of the shaft and having at least one movable grip
part, which is connected through a force transmission
element to the at least one movable working element.
For example, the handle of the instrument is configured
as a scissors grip handle. The working elements have
grasping surfaces opposite to each other to grasp the
tissue. In order to enhance the grip of the grasping sur-
faces of the working element arrangement, the grasping
surfaces have sharp features like teeth..
[0006] The medical instrument known from US
2012/0101488 A1 comprises, in addition to the afore-
mentioned conventional force transmission from the han-
dle to the working element arrangement a magnet ar-
rangement, wherein the one working element comprises
one magnet, and the other working element also com-
prises one magnet. The magnetic motive force between
the magnets of the working elements causes them to
attract each other to thereby reduce the external force
required to transition the first and second working ele-

ments to the closed position. In addition, the magnets
may be configured to repell each other to thereby aid in
opening the working element arrangement. In an embod-
iment, one of the working elements has a magnet which
is rotatable. The magnetic polarity of the magnets of the
known instrument is perpendicular to the opening and
closing movement of the working element arrangement,
the rotation axis being perpendicular to the longitudinal
axis of the working element arrangement.
[0007] A disadvantage of this known medical instru-
ment is that the magnet arrangement only aids in closing
and opening the working element arrangement. The
known medical instrument and the conventional medical
instruments mentioned before have the following further
disadvantages. The surface profiling of the working ele-
ments with teeth, hooks and the like results in a very high
local pressure on the grasped tissue, due to the small
contact area, with potential risk of causing tissue dam-
age. Further, since the force for closing the working ele-
ment arrangement and thus the grasping force is exerted
by the hand (hand force) of the operating surgeon, it is
difficult to properly dose the closing force. A closing force
which is too high can damage the grasped tissue, while
a closing force which is too low leads to an insufficient
retention of the tissue between the working elements, in
particular for the purpose of retracting the tissue.
[0008] Further, US 2007/0135685 A1 discloses a med-
ical instrument, which comprises a shaft and one or more
working elements arranged at a distal end portion of the
shaft. The working element comprises one or more mag-
netically acting elements generating a magnetic field for
manipulating the tissue. This medical instrument requires
that the tissue to be manipulated by magnetic forces is
treated with a magnetically acting substance in advance,
in order to be able to be grasped by the instrument
through magnetic forces. Tissue magnetization can be
done by injecting magnetic materials into the tissue, or
by applying magnetic glue onto the surface of the tissue.
Besides an additional expenditure of time for preparing
the tissue in this way, a further disadvantage is that it is
difficult to properly remove the injected magnetic articles
or the magnetic glue after the surgery.
[0009] It is therefore an object of the present invention
to improve a medical instrument for grasping tissue men-
tioned at the outset such that the instrument provides a
controllable force for grasping tissue in an atraumatic
way. Further, the instrument should preferably provide a
force for grasping tissue, which is independent from the
hand force of the user of the instrument, and which does
not require to magnetize the tissue to be grasped.
[0010] According to an aspect of the invention, this ob-
ject is achieved with respect to the medical instrument
mentioned at the outset in that the magnet arrangement
has at least three magnets, wherein at least two first mag-
nets are arranged on one of the first and second working
elements in series along a longitudinal axis thereof and
have antiparallel magnetic polarities with respect to one
another, and at least one second magnet is arranged on
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the other of the first and second working elements and
has a magnetic polarity parallel to one of the at least two
first magnets, wherein the first magnets and/or the sec-
ond magnet are/is displaceable in direction of the longi-
tudinal axis of the first or second working elements such
that the at least one second magnet can be selectively
paired with one of the first magnets to obtain the magnetic
attracting force or the repulsive force.
[0011] Unlike the medical instrument known from US
2012/0101488 A1, the magnet arrangement of the med-
ical instrument according to the invention has at least
three magnets, wherein at least two magnets are ar-
ranged on one of the working elements and have antipar-
allel magnetic polarities. "Antiparallel polarities" means
that the magnetic poles (north pole and south pole) are
alternately arranged among the at least two first magnets.
Switching between an attracting magnetic force for clos-
ing the working element arrangement and a repulsive
magnetic force for opening the working element arrange-
ment is simply achieved by displacing the two first mag-
nets and the second magnet with respect to one another.
Since the second magnet has a magnetic polarity parallel
to the magnetic polarity of one of the two first magnets,
a repulsive magnetic force is obtained when the second
magnet is paired with one of the first magnets such that
like poles face each other, and an attractive force is ob-
tained when the second magnet is paired with the other
first magnet such that unlike poles face each other.
[0012] Preferably, the magnetic attractive force is the
sole force for closing the working element arrangement.
[0013] In this configuration, the closing force, and thus,
the grasping force when grasping tissue is solely deter-
mined by the magnetic attractive force between the mag-
nets (it is to be understood that gravitational forces can
act on the working elements, but these forces are con-
sidered as neglectible). In case the magnets are perma-
nent magnets, there is a maximum attractive force be-
tween the magnets which is determined by the intrinsic
magnetic properties of the magnets. By selecting the
magnets according to their magnetic properties (for ex-
ample magnetic field strength), this maximum attraction
force is known. In particular, the magnets can be selected
such that a maximum attraction force is obtained which
is sufficient to provide a sufficient tissue retention force
when grasped by the working element arrangement, but
which is not so high as to cause trauma to the tissue. An
excessive pressure on the tissue which can cause trau-
ma or damage to the tissue, as it is possible in conven-
tional medical instruments in which the grasping force is
generated by the hand of the operating surgeon, cannot
occur in this configuration.
[0014] It is also preferable that the magnetic repulsive
force is the sole force for opening the working element
arrangement.
[0015] In a further preferred refinement, the first mag-
nets and/or the second magnet are/is continuously dis-
placeable so as to continuously vary a magnitude of the
magnetic attractive force.

[0016] This refinement has the advantage that the
grasping force generated by the magnet arrangement
can be varied continuously, between a maximum grasp-
ing force determined by the magnetic properties of the
magnets, and a lower grasping force, for example when
the second magnet is displaced into an intermediate po-
sition between the positions of the two first magnets.
[0017] Preferably, the magnetic polarities of the first
magnets and/or the second magnet are perpendicular to
the longitudinal axis of the first or second working ele-
ments and are in a plane of the closing and opening
movement of the working elements.
[0018] In this configuration, the magnetic pole axes are
directed in the direction of the closing and opening move-
ment of the working elements. In this way, the magnetic
force acting between the first magnets and the second
magnet is well controllable by displacing the first magnets
and/or the second magnet.
[0019] In a further preferred refinement, the first mag-
nets or the second magnet, which are/is displaceable,
are/is arranged on the second working element, and the
second working element is immovable.
[0020] Arranging the displaceable magnets or magnet
on the immovable second working element has the ad-
vantage that an actuating mechanism for displacing the
magnet or magnets can be simple in structure.
[0021] In particular, the first magnets or the second
magnet, which are/is dis-placeable, may be connected
with a push/pull rod for actuating the displacement of the
first magnets or the second magnet, as provided in a
further preferred refinement.
[0022] The push/pull rod can be connected to a mov-
able grip part of a handle of the instrument. In particular,
the handle can be configured as a scissors grip arrange-
ment. Moving the movable grip part axially displaces the
push/pull rod, which in turn displaces the magnet or mag-
nets connected thereto, which can be arranged in a com-
mon housing to which the push/pull rod is connected.
Differently from conventional instruments for grasping
tissue, where the hand force exerted by the operating
surgeon is transferred by the push/pull rod to the working
elements in order to close them, the hand force exerted
by the operating surgeon is only to displace the magnets
or magnet in the present refinement. The magnitude of
the closing and, thus, grasping force preferably is, as
mentioned above, solely controlled by the magnetic at-
tracting interaction between the magnets.
[0023] In a further preferred refinement, the first work-
ing element is connected to the shaft via a hinged con-
nection, wherein the hinged connection is configured to
limit an opening angle of the working element arrange-
ment.
[0024] This configuration is particularly advantageous,
if closing and opening the working element arrangement
is solely accomplished by the displacement of the magnet
or magnets, because the maximum opening angle is well
defined in this case.
[0025] In a further preferred refinement, the first work-
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ing element has at least two segments arranged in series
along the longitudinal axis of the first working element, a
first segment being connected to the shaft of the instru-
ment via a first hinge, and at least one second segment
being connected to the first segment via a second hinge,
wherein each segment of the at least two segments has
at least two first magnets arranged thereon with antipar-
allel magnetic polarities, or at least one second magnet.
[0026] Such a configuration is advantageously ren-
dered possible by solely using magnetic forces for the
closure and opening of the working element arrange-
ment. A multi-hinge or articulated configuration of the
working element or working elements is only possible in
conventional instruments with a sophisticated force
transmission mechanism from the handle to the working
element arrangement. The present invention renders it
possible to configure at least one of the working elements
in a multi-hinge design without the need for complex me-
chanical actuating mechanisms in order to control the
movement of the plurality of segments of that working
element. By virtue of the fact that each of the segments
has at least two first magnets or at least one second
magnet arranged thereon, the closure and opening
movement of each of the segments can be solely con-
trolled by magnetic attracting or repulsing forces. Pref-
erably, the displaceable magnets are arranged on the
second working element in this configuration.
[0027] Further, the first hinge and the second hinge
are preferably configured such that the at least one sec-
ond segment is parallel to the second working element
when moved away from the second working element.
[0028] This configuration provides a "parallel-like"
grasper design of the working element arrangement
which has the advantage that the risk of a slip of the
tissue grasped between the at least one second segment
and the at least one second working element is at least
reduced in comparison with conventional working ele-
ment designs, where the two working elements each only
have a rigid one-part design so that in the open state of
the working element arrangement, the two working ele-
ments form a "V".
[0029] In the present configuration of a multi-segment,
preferably a two-segment design of the first working el-
ement, the first segment mainly has the function of open-
ing and closing the working element arrangement, while
the second (distal) segment has the main function of
grasping tissue. For the second segment, a stronger
magnetic attractive force for closing than repulsive force
for opening facilitates the working element arrangement
being opened in a parallel-like form, together with the
matched design of the first and second hinges.
[0030] According to the invention, the number of first
and second magnets of the magnet arrangement can be
selected according to needs. A higher number of smaller
magnets advantageously leads to a more even distribu-
tion of the magnetic force along the working elements.
[0031] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, the object underlying the invention is achieved

in that the first and second working elements are mova-
ble, wherein the magnet arrangement has at least three
magnets, wherein at least one first magnet is arranged
on the first working element, at least one second magnet
is arranged on the at least one second working element,
the first and second magnets having magnetic polarities
perpendicular to a longitudinal axis of the first and second
working element, respectively, and wherein at least one
third magnet is arranged between the first and second
working elements, the third magnet being rotatable about
a rotation axis.
[0032] In this configuration, the working element ar-
rangement can be designed in "chop-stick" fashion with
at least two working elements, co-acting with one another
for grasping tissue. Switching between a magnetic at-
tractive force for closing the working element arrange-
ment and a magnetic repulsive force for opening the
working element arrangement is accomplished by the
rotatable third magnet positioned in-between the first and
second magnets. As in the first aspect of the invention,
the magnitude of the magnetic force acting between the
third magnet and the first and second magnets is contin-
uously adjustable by a rotation of the third magnet.
[0033] Further, as in the first aspect of the invention,
the magnetic attractive force preferably is the sole force
for closing the working element arrangement, and/or the
magnetic repulsive force preferably is the sole force for
opening the working element arrangement.
[0034] Preferably, the magnetic polarities of the first
and second magnets are parallel with respect to one an-
other and parallel to the closing and opening movement
of the first and second working elements.
[0035] Further, the rotation axis preferably is parallel
to the longitudinal axis of the shaft, and the third magnet
preferably has a magnetic polarity perpendicular to the
rotation axis.
[0036] A simple actuating mechanism for rotating the
third magnet is obtained in that the third magnet is con-
nected to a rotatable actuating rod.
[0037] The first and second working elements are pref-
erably configured as elongate fingers each having a distal
grasping area, and wherein the first and second magnets
are arranged in a proximal non-grasping area of the elon-
gate fingers.
[0038] In this configuration, the magnetic mechanism
for opening and closing the working element arrange-
ment is spaced apart from the gripping area for grasping
the tissue. In this way, the third rotatable magnet does
not interfere with the grasping areas of the first and sec-
ond working elements.
[0039] In a further preferred refinement, the instrument
has at least one third working element having a further
magnet, wherein the at least three working elements are
circumferentially distributed about the third magnet.
[0040] This configuration has the advantage that the
working element arrangement provides a human hand-
like prehensile grasping of tissue, and the risk of tissue
slip is further reduced.
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[0041] The magnets of the magnet arrangements ac-
cording to both aspects of the invention preferably are
permanent magnets, but they can also be configured as
electromagnets. The use of permanent magnets has the
advantage that they produce magnetic fields without a
need for electric power supply.
[0042] The medical instrument of the invention is suit-
able for use in open surgeries, but also in minimally in-
vasive or minimal access surgeries.
[0043] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, which can be used without the characterizing
features of claims 1 and 9, the first working element and
the second working element each have a grasping sur-
face for grasping tissue, one of the grasping surfaces
having an array of first further magnets, and the at least
one other grasping surface has at least one second fur-
ther magnet or an array of second further magnets for
attractive interaction with the first further magnets.
[0044] This aspect additionally solves the problem of
conventional medical grasping instruments having sharp
features like teeth, hooks and the like, in order to prevent
slipping of the grasped tissue from the working element
arrangement. By using magnets, which may be embed-
ded in the grasping surfaces of the working elements or
arranged on top of the grasping surfaces, slip prevention
can be achieved without sharp features. With the present
aspect, a kind of magnetic force surface profiling is
achieved which can replace the conventional surface
profiling having sharp features at the grasping surfaces.
[0045] In refinements of this aspect, the first further
magnets can be configured as magnetic strips on top of
or embedded in the one grasping surface, while the
grasping surface of the other working element has a sin-
gle magnetic plate, preferably embedded therein.
[0046] In another preferred refinement, the array of the
first further magnets has small disk magnets having the
same or different sizes and distributed along the grasping
surface of one of the working elements. It is also possible
that each working element has an array of further mag-
nets, preferably in form of small disk magnets, which can
be embedded in the grasping surfaces of the working
elements.
[0047] Further, the working elements can have a fen-
estration in the area of the grasping surfaces for further
improving tissue retention.
[0048] Further advantages and features will become
apparent from the following description and accompany-
ing drawings.
[0049] It is to be understood that the afore-mentioned
features and those features still to be explained below
are not only applicable in the combinations given, but
also in other combinations or in isolation without depart-
ing from the scope of the present invention.
[0050] Exemplary embodiments of the invention are
shown in the drawings and will be described with refer-
ence thereto in the following. In the drawings:

Fig. 1A shows a medical instrument for grasping tis-

sue in a side view, wherein a working element
arrangement is closed;

Fig. 1B shows the medical instrument in Fig. 1A,
wherein the working element arrangement is
open;

Fig. 2 shows the working element arrangement of
the medical instrument in Fig. 1A in an en-
larged scale and in a perspective view;

Fig. 3A shows a longitudinal section along a line IIIA-
IIIA in Fig. 2 through the working element ar-
rangement in Fig. 2;

Fig. 3B shows the same longitudinal section as in Fig.
3A, wherein the working element arrange-
ment is open;

Fig. 4 shows a distal portion of the medical instru-
ment in Fig. 1 grasping tissue;

Fig. 5 shows a diagram illustrating a magnetic at-
tractive force and a magnetic repulsive force
acting between the working elements of the
working element arrangement of the instru-
ment in Fig. 1 as a function of magnet dis-
placement;

Fig. 6 shows a handle modified in comparison with
the handle of the medical instrument shown
in Figs. 1A and 1B;

Fig. 7 shows another handle modified in compari-
son with the handle of the medical instrument
shown in Figs. 1A and 1B;

Fig. 8A shows another working element arrangement
for a medical instrument for grasping tissue
in a perspective view, wherein the working el-
ement arrangement is closed;

Fig. 8B shows the working element arrangement in
Fig. 8A, wherein the working element ar-
rangement is open;

Fig. 8C shows a magnet of the working element ar-
rangement in Figs. 8A and 8B;

Fig. 9A shows another working element arrangement
of a medical instrument for grasping tissue in
a perspective view, wherein the working ele-
ment arrangement is closed;

Fig. 9B shows the working element arrangement in
Fig. 9A, wherein the working element ar-
rangement is open;
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Fig. 10 shows two working elements in an open state
with a magnetic surface profiling in a perspec-
tive view;

Fig. 11 shows another two working elements with a
magnetic surface profiling in a perspective
view; and

Fig. 12 shows another two working elements with a
magnetic surface profiling in a perspective
view.

[0051] Figs. 1A and 1B show a medical instrument for
grasping tissue generally labeled with reference numeral
10. Figs. 2, 3A, 3B show further details of the instrument
10.
[0052] With reference to Figs. 1A and 1B, the instru-
ment 10 comprises an elongated shaft 12 of small outer
diameter, e.g. 5 mm, so that the instrument 10 is suitable
for minimally invasive or minimal access surgeries. The
shaft 12 has a proximal end 14 at which a handle 16 is
arranged having a movable grip part 18 and a stationary
grip part 20. The movable grip part 18 is pivotable about
a pivot axis 22 according to a double arrow 24 relative
to the grip part 20.
[0053] At a distal end 26 of the shaft 12, a working
element arrangement 28 is connected to the shaft 12.
The working element arrangement 28 has a first working
element 30 and a second working element 32. The first
working element 30 is movable with respect to the shaft
12, while the second working element 32 is stationary
with respect to the shaft 12. Thus, the working element
arrangement 28 can be closed as shown in Fig. 1A, and
can be opened as shown in Fig. 1B. Closing and opening
of the working element arrangement 28 is realized via
attractive and repulsive magnetic forces, respectively, as
will be described below. An attractive magnetic force is
used for closing the working element arrangement 28,
and a repulsive magnetic force is used for opening the
working element arrangement.
[0054] As further shown in Figs. 1A and 1B, the first
working element 30 has at least two, in the present em-
bodiment exactly two segments 34 and 36, which are
arranged in series along a longitudinal axis 38 of the first
working element 30.
[0055] The working element arrangement 28 compris-
es a shaft connector 40 for connecting the working ele-
ment arrangement 28 to the shaft 12. In the assembled
state of the medical instrument 10, the shaft connector
40 forms part of the distal end 26 of the shaft 12.
[0056] The segment 36 of the working element 30 is
connected to the shaft connector 40 and, thus, to the
shaft 12 via a first hinge 42, and the segment 34 is con-
nected to the segment 36 via a second hinge 44.
[0057] Further, the shaft 12 and, thus, the working el-
ement arrangement 28 are rotatable about a longitudinal
axis 46 of the shaft 12, wherein rotation can be actuated
by a wheel 48 arranged at the handle 16.

[0058] With reference to Fig. 2, 3A, and 3B, details of
the magnetic mechanism for opening and closing the
working element arrangement 28 will be described.
[0059] The mechanism for closing and opening the
working element arrangement 28 comprises a magnet
arrangement 50 coupled to the working element arrange-
ment 28 for closing and opening the working element
arrangement via attracting and repulsive magnetic forc-
es, respectively. The magnet arrangement 50 has a plu-
rality of magnets 52a, 52b, 52c, 52d, 52e arranged on
the stationary working element 32. The magnets 52a-
52e are arranged in series along a longitudinal axis 54
of the working element 32. The magnets 52a-52e are
permanent disc-shaped magnets, but can also be of oth-
er shapes such as plates (square or rectangular, etc.).
[0060] The magnets 52a-52e have alternating magnet-
ic polarities with respect to one another. In the enlarged
cut-out in Fig. 3A, this is illustrated by magnetic poles S
(magnetic south poles) and magnetic poles N (magnetic
north poles). In Fig. 3A, those magnets having a magnetic
polarity N-S when seen from bottom to top in the plane
of drawing are shown with cross-hatchings having hori-
zontal and vertical lines, and those magnets having a
magnetic polarity S-N when seen from bottom to top in
the plane of drawing are shown with cross-hatchings hav-
ing lines inclined by 45° to the horizontal.
[0061] The magnetic polarities of the magnets 52a-52e
are perpendicular to the longitudinal axis 54 of the work-
ing element 32 and are in the plane of the closing and
opening movement of the working element arrangement
28, which plane is the plane of drawing in Figs. 3A and 3B.
[0062] The magnet arrangement 50 further has a plu-
rality of magnets 56a, 56b, 56c, 56d arranged on the first
working element 30.
[0063] The magnets 56a-56d are arranged in series
along the longitudinal axis 38 of the working element 30.
The magnets 56a and 56b are arranged on the segment
34, and the magnets 56c and 56d are arranged on the
segment 36.
[0064] The magnets 56a, 56b, have alternating polar-
ities with respect to one another, and the magnets 56c,
56d have alternating polarities with respect to one anoth-
er.
[0065] In Fig. 3A, in the closed state of the working
elements 30 and 32, the magnets 52a and 56a are paired
with one another with parallel polarities, which means
that when seen in direction from bottom to top in the draw-
ing, magnet 52a has a polarity S-N, and also magnet 56a
has a polarity S-N, thus unlike poles face each other.
Further, magnets 52b and 56b are paired with parallel
polarities, as well as magnets 52d and 56c and also mag-
nets 52e and 56d, i.e. unlike poles of these magnet pairs
face each other. Thus, there is an attractive magnetic
force between the magnet pairs 52a, 56a; 52b, 56b; 52d;
56c; and 52e and 56d. In this state of paired first magnets
52a, 52b, 52d, 52e and second magnets 56a, 56b, 56c,
56d, the attractive magnetic force urges the working el-
ement arrangement 28 in the closed state as shown in
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Fig. 3A. In the state shown in Fig. 3A, the magnetic at-
tractive force is maximum. If there is tissue grasped be-
tween the working elements as shown in Fig. 4, the mag-
nitude of the magnetic attractive force is somewhat small-
er, because of the larger distance between the attrac-
tively paired magnets than in the state shown in Fig. 3A.
[0066] The first magnets 52a-52e are displaceable in
direction of the longitudinal axis 54 of the working element
32 as shown in Fig. 3B, where the magnets 52a-52e are
longitudinally displaced according to an arrow 58. The
magnets 52a-52e are arranged in a magnet housing 60,
which can be slidably displaced, on the working element
32.
[0067] The magnets 52a-52e are connected via the
housing 60 with a push/pull rod 62 which in turn is con-
nected with the movable grip part 18 in Figs. 1A and 1B.
By actuating the movable grip part 18 according to the
arrow 24 in Fig. 1A, the housing 60 and thus the magnets
52a-52e can be longitudinally displaced in distal or prox-
imal direction with respect to the magnets 56a-56d. A
higher force is needed to displace the housing 60 in order
to open the working element arrangement 28 which
needs to overcome the maximum magnetic attractive
force at the closed state. On the other hand, it is much
easier to slide the housing 60 in order to close the working
element arrangement 28, since at initial fully opened
stage, the magnetic interaction force (mainly repulsive)
is weaker due to a larger distance between the paired
magnets, and at closer distance, where magnetic attrac-
tive force is the main force, which will actually facilitate
the housing return to its initial stage, where the working
element arrangement 28 is closed, by aligning the paired
magnets. In this embodiment, a pull force is used to lon-
gitudinally displace the housing 60 toward (arrow 58) the
proximal direction in order to open the working element
arrangement 28 (Fig. 3B). This can be manually ergo-
nomically provided by the movable grip part 18 of the
handle. Alternatively, the push/pull rod can be driven by
a motor, for example a piezo-actuator or a linear motor,
arranged at a proximal end of the instrument.
[0068] Fig. 3B shows a situation, where the magnets
52a-52e are displaced so far that now magnet 52a is
paired with magnet 56b, and magnet 52c is paired with
magnet 56c and magnet 52d is paired with magnet 56d.
Since the magnets 52a and 56b have antiparallel mag-
netic polarities, i.e. like poles of the magnets 52a and
56b face each other, a repulsive magnetic force acts be-
tween the magnets 52a and 56b. The same holds for the
magnets 52c and 56c as well as 52d and 56d. Due to the
repulsive magnetic forces, the working element arrange-
ment 28 is opened.
[0069] When the magnets 52a-52e are paired with the
magnets 56a-56d as shown in Fig. 3A, the attractive mag-
netic force is maximum. This maximum attractive force
can be lowered by displacing the magnets 52a-52e with
respect to the magnets 56a-56d over a slight distance
such that there is still an attractive force, but lowered in
comparison to the state as shown in Fig. 3A. In this way,

the magnitude of the maximum attractive magnetic force
can be continuously controlled by displacing the magnets
52a-52e. Thus, the magnitude of the magnetic attractive
force can be adjusted by moving the movable grip part
18 in order to displace the magnets 52a-52e.
[0070] In the present embodiment, the magnets 52a-
52e and 56a-56d are configured as disc magnets and
can be made, for example, of samarium cobalt (SmCo),
such as Sm2Co17 which can work up to 300°C to 350°C.
Such magnets are particularly useful if the instrument 10
is not disposable, but is designed to be cleaned in an
autoclave (at 121°C to 132°C). Permanent magnets such
as neodymium iron boron (NdFeB) magnets may be used
since they are the strongest magnets. Such strongest
magnets are useful if the instrument 10 is to be scaled
down to a very small diameter, for example 3 mm diam-
eter. However, NdFeB magnets work normally up to 80°C
although they can also work up to 120°C to 150°C with
slightly reduced performance. Ceramic and other perma-
nent magnets may be also considered depending on ap-
plication requirements.
[0071] The attractive magnetic forces acting between
the magnets 52a-52e and 56a-56d are the sole forces
for closing and providing the grasping forces with the
working element arrangement 28.
[0072] The hinge 42 and the hinge 44 are each con-
figured as two-pin joints having pins 64, 66 (hinge 42)
and 68, 70 (hinge 44).
[0073] The pin 64 serves as a conventional hinge joint
in single-axis rotation of the segment 36 relative to the
shaft 12, while the pin 66 travels together with the seg-
ment 36 in a curved opening 67 which limits the opening
angle α (Fig. 3B), which can be, for example, in a range
of 20° to 50°, for example 30°.
[0074] The arrangement of the pins 68, 70 of the hinge
44 is configured in a similar way, wherein the pin 70 trav-
els together with the segment 34 in a curved opening 71.
The hinges 42 and 44 are configured such that the seg-
ment 34 can be parallel to the working element 32 when
the segment 34 is moved away from the working element
32, as shown in Fig. 3B. This is mainly due to a larger
attractive magnetic force than repulsive force acted on
the segment 34 at the opening initial stage, which forces
the pin 70 travel toward the bottom (lower) end of the
curved opening 71. The segment 34 remains parallel to
the working element 32 in all positions from the fully open
state to the closed state of the working element arrange-
ment 28.
[0075] The segment 34 further has a grasping surface
72, and the working element 32 has a grasping surface
74 which, for example, have corrugated structures. How-
ever, differently from conventional grasping instruments,
the structures of the grasping surfaces 72 and 74 may
be blunt rather than sharp in order to reduce trauma to
the tissue when being grasped, and nevertheless provide
sufficient grip, also due to the parallel orientation of the
segment 34 with respect to the working element 32.
[0076] The segment 34 forms the grasping segment
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of the working element 30 in cooperation with the grasp-
ing surface 74 of the working element 32. A stronger at-
tractive force in the region of the segment 34 for closing
than repulsive force for opening also facilitates the seg-
ment 34 opened in a parallel-like form.
[0077] In a variation of the embodiment according to
Fig. 3A and 3B, the displacement direction of the magnets
52a-52e for opening the working element arrangement
28 can be opposite to the arrow 58 in Fig. 3B. To this
end, the magnet 52c is relocated from the center to the
proximal end of the housing 60 (proximally of magnet
52e), and the displacement direction is changed and now
is from the proximal to the distal direction, i.e. the rod 62
is pushed forward to open the working element arrange-
ment 28 and pulled in proximal direction to close the work-
ing element arrangement 28. It is to be understood that
in this variation the housing 60 has sufficient space on
the distal side in the working element 32 to be pushed in
distal direction for opening the working element arrange-
ment 28. The push/pull rod can be connected with the
movable grip part 18 as described before. However, the
present variation is particularly advantageous, when a
piezo- or linear motor is used at the proximal end of the
instrument 10 to actuate the displacement of the housing
60. Further alternatively, a small diameter cylinder-
shaped piezo-stack actuator or other small linear actua-
tor may be integrated or assembled at the distal end of
the shaft 12 of the instrument 10 to displace the housing
60 via a short push/pull rod.
[0078] Fig. 5 shows, as an example for the embodi-
ment in Fig. 3A-B, the magnetic force F in Newton as a
function of the position or displacement D of the magnets
52a-52ein millimeters (mm). A negative value of the force
F means an attractive force, and a positive value of F
means a repulsive force. A curve 76 shows the magnetic
force acting between the segment 36 and the working
element 32, while a curve 78 shows the force F acting
between the segment 34 and the working element 32.
The design of the working element arrangement 28 in-
cluding the magnet arrangement 50 can be such that the
magnetic attractive force is high for the segment 34 when
the magnets 52a-52e are paired with the magnets 56a-
56d as shown in Fig. 3A, while the magnetic repulsive
force is higher for the segment 36 than for the segment
34 when the magnets 52a-52e are paired with the mag-
nets 56a-56d as shown in Fig. 3B. Thus, the main function
of the segment 36 is for opening the working element
arrangement, while the main function of the segment 34
is for closing and grasping.
[0079] Fig. 4 shows a distal portion of the medical in-
strument 10 in Fig. 1A introduced through a body surface
80 for grasping tissue 82. The tissue 82 is grasped by
the working element arrangement 28 between the seg-
ment 34 and the working element 32, which are parallel
to one another, solely by magnetic attractive forces acting
between the working element 30 and the working ele-
ment 32. There is no risk of an excessive force or exces-
sive pressure by using such a magnetic grasping instru-

ment since the grasping force cannot exceed the maxi-
mum magnetic attraction force determined by the mag-
netic properties of the magnets 52a-52e and 56a-56d of
the magnet arrangement 50 in the state as shown in Fig.
3A. The working element arrangement 28 forms a par-
allel-like grasper.
[0080] The maximum magnetic attractive force for
closing, and thus, grasping tissue between the working
elements 30 and 32 can be about 3 N to 6 N which is
sufficient to grasp tissue for retraction purposes without
causing any trauma to the grasped tissue. As already
mentioned before, the maximum magnetic attractive
force depends on the magnetic strength of the magnets
used and/or the number of magnets used in the magnet
arrangement 50.
[0081] While in the embodiment described before and
shown in Figs. 3A and 3B the magnet arrangement 50
has five magnets on the working element 32 and four
magnets on the working element 30, the number of mag-
nets of the magnet array or magnet arrangement 50 can
differ therefrom. For example, the working element 32
can also have less or more than five magnets, for exam-
ple eight magnets, and the working element 30 can have
less or more than four magnets, for example seven mag-
nets, four of which are arranged on the segment 34 and
three of which are arranged on the segment 36.
[0082] Further, as shown in the embodiment according
to Figs. 3A and 3B, the magnets 52a-52e and 56a-56d
are embedded within the bodies of the working elements
30, 32, but they can also be exposed to the mutually
facing surfaces of the working elements 30 and 32. Pref-
erably, the magnets 52a-52e are embedded within the
body of the working element 32 since these magnets
need to be slidably moved.
[0083] In case that actuation of the magnets 52a-52e
is accomplished by an actuation of the movable grip part
18 of the handle 16, a locking mechanism can be used
to fix an adjusted position of the displaceable magnets
52a-52eby locking the push/pull rod 62. For example, as
shown in Fig. 6, a locking knob 84 arranged at the handle
16 can be used for locking the push/pull rod 62 in any
position. Such a locking knob is described in the article:
Frank, Cuschieri: Prehensile atraumatic grasper with in-
tuitive ergonomics, surgical endoscopy 11 (1997): p.
1036-1039. Alternatively, a ratchet mechanism 86 ar-
ranged at the handle 16 as shown in Fig. 7 can be used.
The ratchet mechanism 86 is configured to fix the mov-
able grip part 18 at the stationary grip part 20 in different
angular positions with respect to the stationary grip part
20, which is possible in a precise manner. Thus, when
the movable grip part 18 is latched in a specific angular
position, the push/pull rod 62 and thus the magnets 52a-
52e are fixed in a specific longitudinal position. The ratch-
et mechanism 86 preferably is a disengageable ratchet
mechanism.
[0084] Figs. 8A and 8B show another embodiment of
a working element arrangement 90 for grasping tissue.
[0085] Fig. 8A shows the working element arrange-
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ment 90 in a closed state, and Fig. 8B shows the working
element arrangement 90 in an open state.
[0086] The working element arrangement 90 has two
working elements 92, 94 configured as elongated fingers.
Both working elements 92, 94 are movable, here pivot-
able, with respect to a shaft connector 96 forming a re-
movable distal portion of the shaft of a medical instru-
ment.
[0087] The working element 92 is pivotable about a
hinge 98 which is shown as a one-pin joint, but a hinge
like the hinge 42 in the previous embodiment can be used
in order to limit (or pre-set) a maximal opening angle of
the working element 92. The other working element 94
is pivotable as well and connected to the shaft connector
96 via a further hinge 99 also shown as a one-pin joint,
but a similar hinge as hinge 42 of the previous embodi-
ment can be used.
[0088] A magnet arrangement 100 is coupled to the
working element arrangement 90 for opening and closing
the working element arrangement 90 via magnetic repul-
sive and attractive forces, respectively.
[0089] The magnet arrangement 100 has a magnet
102 arranged on the working element 92, and a magnet
104 arranged on the working element 94.
[0090] The magnets 102 and 104 are configured as
rectangle magnets or strip magnets, for example. The
magnets 102 and 104 each have a magnetic polarity
which is perpendicular to a longitudinal axis 106 and 108
of the working elements 92 and 94, respectively. In Fig.
8A, only the magnetic north pole N of the magnet 102
and the magnetic south pole of the magnet 104 are
shown.
[0091] The magnetic polarities of the magnets 102 and
104 are parallel with respect to one another. Further, the
magnetic polarities of the magnets 102 and 104 are per-
pendicular to the longitudinal axes 106 and 108 and par-
allel to the closing and opening direction of the working
element arrangement 90.
[0092] The magnet arrangement 100 has another
magnet 110 arranged between the working elements 92
and 94. The magnet 110 is rotatable about a rotation axis
112 which coincides with the longitudinal axis of the shaft
connector 96 and, thus, of the shaft of the instrument.
Fig. 8C shows the magnet 110 in isolation. The magnet
110 is configured as a ring magnet. It can, however, be
a tube magnet, or a cylinder magnet, or a rod magnet.
The magnet 110 has a polarity which is perpendicular
(diametrical) with respect to the rotation axis 112.
[0093] The magnet 110 is connected to a rotatable ac-
tuating rod 114 which can be coupled, at the proximal
end of the instrument, with an actuating wheel or the like.
Also, a motor for rotating the actuating rod 114 can be
provided.
[0094] Depending on the rotational position of the mag-
net 110, the magnetic north pole N of the magnet 110
can face the magnetic south pole of the magnet 102 and
the magnetic south pole S of the magnet 110 then faces
the magnetic north pole of the magnet 104. In this case,

a magnetic attractive force acts between the magnets
102, 104 and the magnet 110, respectively, thus the
working elements 92 and 94 are closed as shown in Fig.
8A.
[0095] When the magnet 110 is rotated such that the
magnetic north pole N of the magnet 110 faces the mag-
netic north pole of the magnet 104 and the magnetic
south pole S of the magnet 110 faces the magnetic south
pole of the magnet 102, magnetic repulsive forces act
between the magnets 102, 104 and 110 so as to open
the working elements 92 and 94 as shown in Fig. 8B.
[0096] The magnetic attractive force between the mag-
nets 102, 104 and 110 can be varied due to the degree
of rotation of the magnet 110, thus a range of magnitudes
of the magnetic coupling force can be obtained for tissue
grasping.
[0097] A lamp, for example a LED or a LED array 116
can be advantageously arranged distally of the magnet
110, in order to light the surgical site. Alternatively or in
addition, an imaging module for imaging purposes can
be arranged distally of the magnet 110. Preferably, the
imaging module is stationary while the magnet 110 can
be rotated.
[0098] The configuration of the working element ar-
rangement 90 is very similar to "chop-sticks" which has
benefits in precision tissue grasping, for example in
microsurgery or other surgical applications.
[0099] The working elements 92, 94 each have a
grasping surface 116 and 118, respectively with, for ex-
ample, a surface profile as shown. The surface profile,
again only has blunt structures in order to avoid trauma
to the grasped tissue.
[0100] The magnetic attractive and repulsive forces
are the sole forces for opening and closing the working
element arrangement 90.
[0101] In the embodiment shown, the magnet arrange-
ment 100 is arranged in a proximal non-grasping area of
the working elements 92 and 94 which are configured as
elongate fingers, while the distal grasping area formed
by the grasping surfaces 116 and 118 are spaced apart
from the magnet arrangement 100.
[0102] Figs. 9A and 9B show a modification of the em-
bodiment in Figs. 8A and 8B. Those elements of the em-
bodiment in Figs. 9A and 9B which are comparable with
elements of the embodiment in Figs. 8A and 8B are pro-
vided with the same reference numerals as in Fig. 8A
and 8B.
[0103] Differently from the previous embodiment, the
working element arrangement 90 has three working el-
ements 92a, 92b, 94. This configuration provides human
hand-like prehensile grasping of tissue. The magnet ar-
rangement 100 has a magnet 102a arranged on the work-
ing element 92a, a magnet 102b arranged on the working
element 92b and a magnet 104 arranged on the working
element 94. The magnetic polarities of the magnets 102a
and 102b lie in a plane perpendicular to the longitudinal
axis 107 of the working element arrangement 90. The
polarities of the magnets 102a and 102b can be slightly
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inclined with respect to each other and with respect to
the polarity of magnet 104. Such a slight angularity be-
tween these polarities can still be considered as parallel
polarities. Another magnet 110 configured as a ring mag-
net like the magnet 110 in Fig. 8C is arranged between
the working elements 92a, 92b and 94. The working el-
ements 92a, 92b and the working element 94 are circum-
ferentially distributed about the magnet 110.
[0104] Again, the magnet 110 is rotatable about the
longitudinal axis 107 of the working element arrangement
90 through a rotatable actuating rod 114 as in the previ-
ous embodiment.
[0105] Thus, by rotating the magnet 110 about the lon-
gitudinal axis 107 as the rotation axis, the working ele-
ment arrangement 90 can be opened and closed solely
through magnetic forces. A range of magnitudes of the
magnetic coupling force can be obtained by a rotation of
the magnet 110 due to the degree of rotation of the mag-
net 110.
[0106] The working elements 92a and 92b each have
a grasping area 117 and 119, respectively which do not
have profiled surfaces in this example, but are more or
less smooth. In the embodiment shown, the grasping ar-
eas 117 and 119 of the working elements 92a and 92b
are configured as cylindrical rods. It is to be understood
that the grasping areas 117 and 119 can also be config-
ured differently, for example with rectangular cross-sec-
tions and/or with a surface profiling. For example, grasp-
ing surfaces 117, 119 can have profiled surfaces like
grasping surface 116 in Fig. 8B.
[0107] In the embodiments of Fig. 8A, 8B and 9A, 9B,
the number of magnets on the working elements 92, 94;
92a, 92b, 94 and between them can be higher than one,
in particular an array of magnets can be used on the
working elements and a magnet array between the work-
ing elements.
[0108] Figs. 10 through 12 show embodiments of a
magnetic surface profiling of working elements, which,
for example, can be used in the working elements 92 and
94 as the grasping surfaces 116 and 118 in Figs. 8A and
8B.
[0109] Fig. 10 shows an embodiment where the grasp-
ing surface 116 has an array of magnets 122 configured
in form of magnetic strips. The magnetic strips 122 can
replace the profile structures of the grasping surface 116
in Figs. 8A and 8B.
[0110] The grasping surface 118 has a single magnet
124 in form of a magnetic plate (or a rectangular magnet).
The magnetic polarities of the magnets 122 and of the
magnet 124 are such that the magnets 122 and the mag-
net 124 attract each other. Alternatively, the strips 122
can be ferromagnetic stainless steel which can be at-
tracted to the permanent magnet 124.
[0111] Fig. 11 shows another embodiment, in which
the grasping surface 116 has an array of small disk mag-
nets 126 embedded in the grasping surface 116. As
shown, the magnets 126 can have different sizes with
respect to each other and are distributed over the grasp-

ing surface 116.
[0112] The grasping surface 118 again has a single
magnet 128 configured as a magnetic plate (or a rectan-
gular magnet). Further, the grasping surface 116 has a
fenestration 130 for enhancing the tissue retention ca-
pability.
[0113] A modification of the embodiment in Fig. 11 is
shown in Fig. 12, wherein both the grasping surface 116
and the grasping surface 118 each have an array of disk
magnets 132 and 134 embedded therein. Each of the
magnets 132 is paired with one of the magnets 134, with
the magnetic polarities oriented such that the magnets
132 and the magnets 134 attract each other. In the em-
bodiment shown, the distribution of the magnets 132 in
terms of size and position is identical with the distribution
of the magnets 134, thus forming a symmetrical arrange-
ment of the magnets 132 and 134. Further, both grasping
surfaces 116 and 118 have a fenestration 136 and 138,
respectively.
[0114] The magnetic surface profiling according to
Figs. 10 through 12 can replace any conventional surface
profiles, which reduces trauma to tissue grasped while
ensuring a good retention of the tissue between the
grasping surfaces 116 and 118.

Claims

1. A medical instrument for grasping tissue, comprising
a shaft (12), a working element arrangement (28)
arranged at a distal end (26) of the shaft (12) and
having a first working element (30) and a second
working element (32) configured to cooperate with
one another for grasping tissue, wherein at least the
first working element (30) is movable, so that the
working element arrangement (28) can be closed
and opened, further comprising a magnet arrange-
ment (50) coupled to the working element arrange-
ment (28) for closing and opening the working ele-
ment arrangement via attractive and repulsive mag-
netic forces, respectively, characterized in that the
magnet arrangement (50) has at least three magnets
(52a-52e, 56a-56d), wherein at least two first mag-
nets (52a-e) are arranged on one of the first and
second working elements (30, 32) in series along a
longitudinal axis (38, 54) thereof and have antipar-
allel magnetic polarities with respect to one another,
and at least one second magnet (56a-56d) is ar-
ranged on the other of the first and second working
elements (30, 32) and has a magnetic polarity par-
allel to one of the at least two first magnets (52a-
52e), wherein the first magnets (52a-52e) and/or the
second magnet (56a-56d) are/is displaceable in di-
rection of the longitudinal axis (38, 54) of the first or
second working elements (30, 32) such that the at
least one second magnet (56a-56d) can be selec-
tively paired with one of the first magnets (52a-52e)
to obtain the magnetic attractive force or the repul-
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sive force.

2. The medical instrument of claim 1, characterized in
that the first magnets (52a-52e) and/or the at least
one second magnet (56a-56d) are/is continuously
dis-placeable so as to continuously vary a magnitude
of the magnetic attracting or re-pulsive force.

3. The medical instrument of claim 1 or 2, character-
ized in that the magnetic polarities of the first mag-
nets (52a-52e) and/or the at least one second mag-
net (56a-56d) are perpendicular to the longitudinal
axis (38, 54) of the first or second working elements
(30, 32) and are in a plane of the closing and opening
movement of the working elements (30, 32).

4. The medical instrument of any one of claims 1
through 3, characterized in that the first magnets
(52a-52e) or the at least one second magnet (56a-
56d), which are/is displaceable, are/is arranged on
the second working element (32), and the second
working element (32) is immovable.

5. The medical instrument of any one of claims 1
through 4, characterized in that the first magnets
(52a-52e) or the at least one second magnet (56a-
56d), which are/is displaceable, is connected with a
push/pull rod (62) for actuating the displacement of
the first magnets (52a-52e) or the at least one second
magnet (56a-56d).

6. The medical instrument of any one of claims 1
through 5, characterized in that the first working
element (30) is connected to the shaft (12) via a
hinged connection, wherein the hinged connection
is configured to limit an opening angle (α) of the work-
ing element arrangement (28).

7. The medical instrument of any one of claims 1
through 6, characterized in that the first working
element (30) has at least two segments (34, 36) ar-
ranged in series along the longitudinal axis (38) of
the first working element (30), a first segment (36)
being connected to the shaft (12) of the instrument
(10) via a first hinge (42), and at least one second
segment (34) being connected to the first segment
(36) via a second hinge (44), wherein each segment
(34, 36) of the at least two segments (34, 36) has at
least two first magnets (52a-52e) arranged thereon
with an-tiparallel magnetic polarities or at least one
second magnet (56a-56d).

8. The medical instrument of claim 6, characterized in
that the first hinge (42) and the second hinge (44)
are configured such that the at least one second seg-
ment (34) is parallel to the second working element
(32) when moved away from the second working el-
ement (32).

9. A medical instrument for grasping tissue, comprising
a shaft, a working element arrangement (90) ar-
ranged at a distal end of the shaft and having a first
working element (92; 92a) and a second working el-
ement (94) configured to cooperate with one another
for grasping tissue, wherein at least the first working
element (92; 92a) is movable, so that the working
element arrangement (90) can be closed and
opened, further comprising a magnet arrangement
(100) coupled to the working element arrangement
(90) for closing and opening the working element
arrangement (90) via attracting and repulsive mag-
netic forces, respectively, characterized in that the
first and second working elements (92; 92a, 94) are
movable, wherein the magnet arrangement (90) has
at least three magnets (102; 102a, 104, 110) wherein
at least one first magnet (102; 102a) is arranged on
the first working element (92; 92a), at least one sec-
ond magnet (104) is arranged on the at least one
second working element (94), the first and second
magnets (102; 102a, 104) having magnetic polarities
perpendicular to a longitudinal axis (106, 108) of the
first and second working elements (92; 92a, 94), re-
spectively, and wherein at least one third magnet
(110) is arranged between the first and second work-
ing elements (92; 92a, 94), the third magnet (110)
being rotatable about a rotation axis (112).

10. The medical instrument of claim 9, characterized in
that the first and second magnets (102; 102a, 104)
have parallel polarities with respect to one another
and parallel to the closing and opening movement
of the first and second working elements (92; 92a,
94).

11. The medical instrument of claim 9 or 10, character-
ized in that the rotation axis (112) is parallel to a
longitudinal axis of the shaft, and the third magnet
(110) has a magnetic polarity perpendicular to the
rotation axis (112).

12. The medical instrument of any one of claims 9
through 11, characterized in that the third magnet
(110) is connected to a rotatable actuating rod (114).

13. The medical instrument of any one of claims 9
through 12, characterized in that the first and sec-
ond working elements (92; 92a, 94) are configured
as elongate fingers each having a distal grasping
area (116; 117, 118), and wherein the first and sec-
ond magnets (102; 102a, 104) are arranged in a
proximal non-grasping area of the elongate fingers.

14. The medical instrument of any one of claims 9
through 13, characterized by at least one third work-
ing element (92b) having a further magnet (102b),
wherein the at least three working elements (92a,
92b, 94) are circumferentially distributed about the
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third magnet (110).

15. The medical instrument of any one of claims 1
through 14, characterized in that the magnetic at-
tractive force is the sole force for closing the working
element arrangement (28; 90), and/or the magnetic
repulsive force is the sole force for opening the work-
ing element arrangement (28; 90).

16. The medical instrument of any one of claims 1
through 15, characterized in that the first working
element (92) and the second working element (94)
each has a grasping surface (116, 118) for grasping
tissue, one (116) of the grasping surfaces (116, 118)
having an array of first further magnets (122; 126,
132), and the at least one other grasping surface
(118) has at least one second further magnet (124;
128) or an array of second further magnets (134) for
attractive interaction with the first further magnets
(122; 126; 132).
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