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ECM  MACHINE  WITH  WORKPART 

SHROUD  AND  ARBOR  ASSEMBLY 

r i e i o   or  t h e   i n v e n t i o n  

The  i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to   m a c h i n e s   and  m e t h o d s   f o r  
e l e c t r o c h e m i c a l l y   m a c h i n i n g   a  w o r k p a r t   a n d ,   in   p a r t i c u l a r ,  
f o r   e l e c t r o c h e m i c a l l y   m a c h i n i n g   a  w o r k p a r t   h a v i n g   a  c e n t r a l  
hub  w i t h   r o t a t i o n a l   s y m m e t r y   and  r a d i a l l y   p r o j e c t i n g  
a p p e n d a g e s ,   s u c h   as  a i r f o i l s ,   s p a c e d   c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l l y  
a r o u n d   t h e   hub  p e r i p h e r y .  

B a c k g r o u n d   of  t h e   I n v e n t i o n  

E l e c t r o c h e m i c a l   m a c h i n i n g   (ECM)  i s   a  w e l l   known  p r o c e s s  
f o r   m a c h i n i n g   m e t a l l i c   b a s e d   w o r k p a r t s   and  in  t h e   p a s t   h a s  
b e e n   e m p l o y e d   to   m a c h i n e   c o m p l e x   a i r f o i l   s h a p e s   o n  
i n d i v i d u a l   b l a d e s   and  c o m p l e x   a i r f o i l   b l a d e s   a t t a c h e d   to   a  
c e n t r a l   c y l i n d r i c a l   hub  and  e x t e n d i n g   r a d i a l l y   t h e r e f r o m  
a r o u n d   i t s   p e r i p h e r y .  

ECM  a p p a r a t u s   f o r   m a c h i n i n g   i n d i v i d u a l   a i r f o i l s  
p r o j e c t i n g   f rom  t h e   c e n t r a l   hub  of  an  i n t e g r a l   b l a d e d   g a s  
t u r b i n e   e n g i n e   r o t o r   or  w h e e l   i s   shown  in   t h e   S t a r k   e t   a l  
U . S .   P a t e n t   No.  3 , 5 2 3 , 8 7 6   i s s u e d   A u g u s t   11,  1970 ;   t h e   S t a r k  
e t   a l   U .S .   P a t e n t   3 , 7 1 4 , 0 1 7   i s s u e d   J a n u a r y   30,  1973 ;   and  t h e  
K a w a f u n e   e t   a l   U .S .   P a t e n t   No.  3 , 8 0 3 , 0 0 9   i s s u e d   A p r i l   9 ,  
1 9 7 4 .   In  t h e s e   p a t e n t s ,   t h e   a i r f o i l s   a r e   c o m p l e t e l y  
m a c h i n e d   by  t h e   ECM  p r o c e s s   o u t   of   a  c y l i n d r i c a l   b l a n k   o r  
d i s c   of  m a t e r i a l .  

The  T r a g e r   U . S .   P a t e n t   No.  3 , 2 8 8 , 6 9 9   i s s u e d   N o v e m b e r  
29,  1966  i l l u s t r a t e s   an  ECM  a p p a r a t u s   f o r   m a c h i n i n g   i n  
s i m u l t a n e o u s   f a s h i o n   m u l t i p l e   a i r f o i l s   i n t e g r a l   on  a  t u r b i n e  
w h e e l   b l a n k   or  d i s c   w h e r e i n   d u r i n g   a x i a l   a d v a n c e   of  t h e  
c a t h o d e   t h e   w o r k p a r t   ( t u r b i n e   w h e e l   b l a n k )   i s   r o t a t e d  
t h r o u g h   a  s e l e c t e d   a n g l e   to   i m p a r t   a  c u r v e   to  t he   a i r f o i l s  
as  t h e y   a r e   f o r m e d   by  the   c a t h o d e .  
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The  L u c a s   U . S .   P a t e n t   No.  3 , 9 7 0 , 5 3 8   i s s u e d   J u l y   2 0 ,  

L  9  7  6  d e s c r i b e s   an  ECM  a p p a r a t u s   f o r   m a c h i n i n g   o v e r s i z e  

L e a d i n g   and  t r a i l i n g   e d g e s   of  a i r f o i l   b l a d e s   i n t e g r a l l y   c a s t  

</ith  a  c e n t r a l   hub  to   form  an  i n t e g r a l   b l a d e d   r o t o r   f o r   a  

gas  t u r b i n e   e n g i n e .   A  s p e c i a l   c a t h o d e   s t r u c t u r e   i s  

d i s c l o s e d   to   ECM  t h e   l e a d i n g   and  t r a i l i n g   e d g e s .  

O t h e r   p r i o r   a r t   w o r k e r s   h a v e   e m p l o y e d   ECM  a p p a r a t u s   t o  

m a c h i n e   a  p l u r a l i t y   of   a i r f o i l   b l a d e s   f rom  one  p i e c e   o f  

e l o n g a t e d   s t o c k   m a t e r i a l   or  i n d i v i d u a l   a i r f o i l s   one  a t   a  

t i m e .   For   E x a m p l e ,   t h e   W i l s o n   e t   a l   U .S .   P a t e n t   N o .  

4 , 2 5 6 , 5 5 5   i s s u e d   March   17,  1981  i l l u s t r a t e s   E C M ' i n g   a n  

i n d i v i d u a l   a i r f o i l   s h a p e d   b l a d e   p r e f o r m   u s i n g   o p p o s e d  

c a t h o d e s   w h i c h   a r e   c a u s e d   to   move  t o w a r d   o p p o s i t e   s i d e s   o f  

t h e   b l a d e   p r e f o r m   by  m o v a b l e   a rms  or   r a m s   on  a  c o n v e n t i o n a l  

m a c h i n e .   In  t h e   p a s t ,   a  b a l l   s c r e w   a s s e m b l y   d r i v e n   by  a  

s e r v o m o t o r   h a s   b e e n   e m p l o y e d   to   d r i v e   e a c h   ram  w i t h   t h e  

c a t h o d e   t h e r e o n .   In  t h e   p a t e n t ,   t h e   c a t h o d e   rams  a r e   d r i v e n  

in  o p p o s e d   d i r e c t i o n s   a t   a  45°  a n g l e   r e l a t i v e   to   t h e  

c e n t e r l i n e   of   t h e   b l a d e .   The  G o o d w i n   U . S .   P a t e n t   N o .  

3 , 3 0 9 , 2 9 4   i s s u e d   March   14,  1967  i l l u s t r a t e s   an  ECM  a p p a r a t u s  

f o r   s h a p i n g   an  i n d i v i d u a l   m e t a l l i c   a i r f o i l   b l a d e   f o r   a n  

a x i a l   f l o w   c o m p r e s s o r   of   a  gas   t u r b i n e   e n g i n e .  

The  S c h r a d e r   U .S .   P a t e n t   No.  4 , 0 5 2 , 2 8 4   i s s u e d   O c t o b e r  

4,  1977  i l l u s t r a t e s   an  ECM  a p p a r a t u s   f o r   a t   l e a s t   p a r t i a l l y  

f o r m i n g   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  a i r f o i l s   in   a  w o r k p a r t .   T h e  

a p p a r a t u s   i n c l u d e s   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  s e p a r a t e l y   m o v a b l e  

e l e c t r o d e s ,   e a c h   p a i r   of  e l e c t r o d e s   b e i n g   m o v a b l e   a l o n g  

p a t h s   d e f i n i n g   an  a c u t e   a n g l e   r e l a t i v e   to   t h e   s i d e s   of  t h e  

w o r k p a r t .   The  S c h r a d e r   U.S .   P a t e n t   No.  4 , 0 5 7 , 4 7 5   i s s u e d  

N o v e m b e r   8,  1977  d e s c r i b e s   a  ECM  m e t h o d   f o r   f o r m i n g   a  

p l u r a l i t y   of   a i r f o i l s   in  a  s i n g l e   w o r k p i e c e .   The  S c h r a d e r  

e t   a l   U .S .   P a t e n t   No.  4 , 1 6 7 , 4 6 2   i s s u e d   S e p t e m b e r   11,  1 9 7 9  

d e s c r i b e s   a  c o n t r o l   s y s t e m   f o r   an  ECM  m a c h i n e   h a v i n g   a  

p l u r a l i t y   of  e l e c t r o d e s   d r i v e n   by  a  p l u r a l i t y   of  i d e n t i c a l  

h y d r a u l i c   p u m p s .  
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■me  b a n d e r s   U . S .   P a t e n t   No.  3 , 0 6 0 , 1 1 4   i s s u e d   O c t o b e r  
23,  1982  d i s c l o s e s   an  ECM  m a c h i n e   and  m e t h o d   u s i n g   a  
r e c i p r o c a t i n g   c a t h o d e   s t r u c t u r e .   The  I n o u e   U . S .   P a t e n t  

4 5 0 4 7 2 1   i s s u e d   March   12,  1 9 8 5 ,   i l l u s t r a t e s   a  m u l t i p l e   a x e s  
e l e c t r i c a l   d i s c h a r g e   m a c h i n e   f o r   f o r m i n g   a  t h r e e  
d i m e n s i o n a l   c a v i t y   in  a  w o r k p a r t .  

Summary   of   t h e   I n v e n t i o n  

The  i n v e n t i o n   c o n t e m p l a t e s   an  e l e c t r o c h e m i c a l   m a c h i n e  
t o o l   w h e r e i n   a  s h r o u d   m e a n s   i s   c a r r i e d   w i t h   and  e x t e n d s  
a r o u n d   t h e   w o r k p a r t   e x c e p t   f o r   a  p o r t i o n   of  t h e   w o r k p a r t   t o  
be  r e c e i v e d   in   an  e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   f o r   m a c h i n i n g   a t   a  
w o r k p a r t   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n .   The  s h r o u d   means   t o g e t h e r   w i t h  
t h e   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   e n c l o s e   t h e   w o r k p a r t  
and  a r e   c o o p e r a t i v e l y   e n g a g e d   d u r i n g   m a c h i n i n g   of  t h a t  
p o r t i o n   of  t h e   w o r k p a r t   in  t h e   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r .  

In  a  t y p i c a l   w o r k i n g   e m b o d i m e n t   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   a n  
a r b o r   on  w h i c h   t h e   w o r k p a r t   i s   f i x t u r e d   i s   i n d e x a b l e   t o  
p o s i t i o n   a  p o r t i o n   of  t h e   w o r k p a r t   f o r   r e c e i p t   in  t h e  
e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   a t   a  w o r k p a r t   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   a n d  
a l s o   i s   m o v a b l e   t o w a r d   and  away  f rom  t h e   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r  
to   i n s e r t   t h a t   i n d e x e d   p o r t i o n   of  t h e   w o r k p a r t   i n t o   t h e  
c h a m b e r .   The  s h r o u d   m e a n s   t y p i c a l l y   i n c l u d e s   f i r s t   l o c a t i n g  
means   t h e r e o n   and  t h e   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   i n c l u d e s   s e c o n d  
l o c a t i n g   m e a n s   c o o p e r a t i v e   t o g e t h e r   to   a c c u r a t e l y   p o s i t i o n  
t h e   i n d e x e d   p o r t i o n   of   t h e   w o r k p a r t   a t   t h e   w o r k p a r t  
m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   in  t h e   c h a m b e r   r e l a t i v e   to   c a t h o d e   m e a n s  
t h e r e i n .   S e a l i n g   means   on  t h e   s h r o u d   means   a n d / o r  

e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   p r o v i d e   e l e c t r o l y t e   s e a l i n g   a c t i o n .   T h e  
s h r o u d   m e a n s   i s   d i s p o s e d   on  t h e   a r b o r   d u r i n g   i n d e x i n g  
t h e r e o f   and  m e a n s   i s   p r o v i d e d   to  h o l d   t h e   s h r o u d   means   in   a  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y   n o n - i n d e x a b l e   p o s i t i o n   on  t he   a r b o r   d u r i n g  
i n d e x i n g   of   t h e   w o r k p a r t   e n c l o s e d   w i t h i n   t he   s h r o u d   m e a n s .  

In  a  p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t ,   t he   s h r o u d   means   c o m p r i s e s   a  
b a c k   s e c t i o n   and  f r o n t   s e c t i o n   r e l e a s a b l y   j o i n e d .   To  r e m o v e  



I 
J 2 2 7 2 2 7  

a  w o r k p a r t   f rom  t h e   a r b o r ,   t h e   f r o n t   s e c t i o n   or  t h e   s h r o u d  

m e a n s   i s   r e m o v e d   and   t h e   w o r k p a r t   t h e n   r e m o v e d .   The  b a c k  

s e c t i o n   of   t h e   s h r o u d   m e a n s   i s   c a r r i e d   on  t h e   a r b o r   w h i l e  

t h e   f r o n t   s e c t i o n   t y p i c a l l y   i s   c a r r i e d   on  a  c l a m p   c o l l a r  

i t s e l f   c a r r i e d   on  t h e   a r b o r .   The  f r o n t   s e c t i o n   and  b a c k  

s e c t i o n   of   t h e   s h r o u d   m e a n s   p r e f e r a b l y   e a c h   i n c l u d e   a  

c i r c u l a r   s e a l i n g   r i n g   t o   c o n t a c t   an  a n n u l a r   f l a n g e   or  r im   o n  

an  i n t e g r a l   b l a d e d   r o t o r   as  t h e   w o r k p a r t .  

LO  B r i e f   D e s c r i p t i o n   of  t h e   D r a w i n g s  

F i g u r e   1  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e ,   s c h e m a t i c   v i e w   of  a n  

i n t e g r a l l y   b l a d e d   r o t o r   (IBR)  f o r   a  gas   t u r b i n e   e n g i n e .  

L5  F i g u r e   2  i s   a  p l a n   v i e w   of  a  p o r t i o n   of   F i g .   1 .  

F i g u r e   3  i s   a  s c h e m a t i c   p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   s h o w i n g   t h e  

s p a t i a l   r e l a t i o n s h i p   of   t h e   IBR  and  i t s   c e n t e r   p l a n e s   to   t h e  

c a t h o d e   c e n t e r   p l a n e   and   m a c h i n e   c e n t e r   p l a n e   and  t h e  

20  d i f f i c u l t y   of   a c c e s s   to   t h e   a i r f o i l   b l a d e   A  to   be  m a c h i n e d .  

F i g u r e   4  i s   a  f r o n t   e l e v a t i o n   of   t h e   m a c h i n e   of  t h e  

i n v e n t i o n   f o r   e l e c t r o c h e m i c a l l y   m a c h i n i n g   an  IBR  w i t h  

i n t e g r a l   p r e f o r m e d   o v e r s i z e d   a i r f o i l   b l a d e s   to   f i n i s h  

25  d i m e n s i o n .  

F i g u r e   5  i s   a  s i d e   e l e v a t i o n   of  t h e   m a c h i n e   of  F i g .   4 

in  t h e   d i r e c t i o n   of  a r r o w   5 .  

30  F i g u r e   6  i s   a  p l a n   v i e w   of  t h e   m a c h i n e   of  F i g .   4  in  t h e  

d i r e c t i o n   of  a r r o w   6 .  

F i g u r e   7  i s   an  e n l a r g e d   s i d e   e l e v a t i o n   of   a  p o r t i o n   o f  

t h e   m a c h i n e   in  t h e   d i r e c t i o n   of  a r r o w   7 .  

35  

F i g u r e   8  i s   an  e n l a r g e d   f r o n t   e l e v a t i o n   of  a  p o r t i o n   o f  

F i g .   4 .  
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F i g u r e   9  i s   a  s i d e   e l e v a t i o n   of   a  p o r t i o n   of  F i g .   8 
w i t h   a  p o r t i o n   in  s e c t i o n .  

F i g u r e   10  i s   an  e n l a r g e d   v i e w   of   F i g .   7  w i t h  

c o m p o n e n t s   r e m o v e d   and   o t h e r s   t a k e n   in   s e c t i o n   to  show  t h e  
X - a x i s   s l i d e   d r i v e .  

F i g u r e   11  i s   an  e n l a r g e d   f r o n t   e l e v a t i o n   of  a n o t h e r  

p o r t i o n   of   F i g .   3  w i t h   a  p o r t i o n   in   s e c t i o n .  

F i g u r e   12  i s   an  e l e v a t i o n   of   a  p o r t i o n   of  F i g .   11  t a k e n  
in  t h e   d i r e c t i o n   of  a r r o w s   1 2 .  

F i g u r e   13  i s   a  s e c t i o n a l   v i e w   t a k e n   a l o n g   l i n e   13  o f  

F i g .   1 1 .  

F i g u r e   14  i s   an  e n l a r g e d   s i d e   e l e v a t i o n   of   a  p o r t i o n   o f  

F i g .   11  in  t h e   d i r e c t i o n   of  a r r o w s   14  w i t h   t he   c a t h o d e  

s u p p o r t   s t r u c t u r e   and  c e r t a i n   c l a m p   f e a t u r e s   r e m o v e d .  

F i g u r e   15  i s   an  e l e v a t i o n   of   F i g .   14  t a k e n   in  t h e  
d i r e c t i o n   of   a r r o w s   15  w i t h   a  p o r t i o n   in  s e c t i o n .  

F i g u r e   16  i s   an  e n l a r g e d   v i e w   of  p o r t i o n   16  of  F i g .   1 4 .  

F i g u r e   17  i s   an  e n l a r g e d   e l e v a t i o n   of   a  p o r t i o n   of  F i g .  
4  w i t h   p o r t i o n s   of   t h e   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   and  v e r t i c a l  
s l i d e   yoke   b r o k e n   a w a y .  

F i g u r e   18  i s   an  e l e v a t i o n   t a k e n   in  t h e   d i r e c t i o n   o f  

a r r o w s   18  in  F i g .   1 7 .  

F i g u r e   19  i s   a  s e c t i o n a l   v i e w   t a k e n   a l o n g   l i n e   19  o f  

F i g .   1 8 .  

F i g u r e   20  i s   a  s i d e   e l e v a t i o n   of  F i g .   1 8 .  

F i g u r e   21  i s   a  s e c t i o n a l   v i e w   of  F i g .   18  a l o n g   l i n e   2 1 .  
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F i g u r e   22  i s   a  s e c t i o n a l   v i e w   t a k e n   a l o n g   22  of  F i g .  

1 7 .  

F i g u r e   23  i s   a  s e c t i o n a l   v i e w   t a k e n   a l o n g   a r r o w s   23  o f  

>  F i g .   2 2 .  

F i g u r e   24  i s   a  f r o n t   e l e v a t i o n   of   t h e   s e a l i n g   s h r o u d .  

F i g u r e   25  i s   a  b o t t o m   e l e v a t i o n   of   t h e   s e a l i n g   s h r o u d .  

LO 

F i g u r e   26  i s   a  s e c t i o n a l   v i ew   t a k e n   a l o n g   l i n e   26  o f  

F i g .   2 4 .  

F i g u r e   27  i s   a  s e c t i o n a l   v i e w   t a k e n   a l o n g   l i n e   27  o f  

15  F i g .   2 6 .  

F i g u r e   28  i s   a  s e c t i o n a l   v i e w   s i m i l a r   to   F i g .   26  o f  

a n o t h e r   e m b o d i m e n t   of   t h e   a r b o r .  

20  F i g u r e   29  i s   a  f r o n t   e l e v a t i o n   of   t h e   c o n c a v e   c a t h o d e  

a s s e m b l y .  

F i g u r e   30  i s   a  f r o n t   e l e v a t i o n   of   t h e   c o n v e x   c a t h o d e  

a s s e m b l y .  

25  

F i g u r e   31  i s   a  p l a n   v i ew  of  F i g .   29  of   t h e   c o n c a v e  

c a t h o d e .  

F i g u r e   32  i s   a  p l a n   v iew  of  F i g .   30  of   t h e   c o n v e x  

30  c a t h o d e .  

F i g u r e   33  i s   a  s i d e   e l e v a t i o n   of   t h e   t i p   s e a l   b l o c k .  

F i g u r e   34  i s   a  p l a n   v iew  of  F i g .   3 3 .  

35  

F i g u r e   35  i s   an  end  v iew  of  F i g .   3 4 .  

F i g u r e   36  i s   a  p r o j e c t i o n   of  F i g .   3 5 .  
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F i g u r e   51  i s   a  p a r t i a l   s e c t i o n a l   v i e w   of   s t r u c t u r e   34 
t a k e n   a l o n g   l i n e s   37  of   F i g .   2 2 .  

F i g u r e   38  i s   a  p l a n   v i e w   of   t h e   e l e c t r i c a l   c o n t i n u i t y  
5  c l a m p   m e c h a n i s m   f o r   e n g a g i n g   t h e   i n d e x e r   s h a f t   6 5 2 .  

F i g u r e   39  i s   an  e l e v a t i o n   of   F i g .   3 8 .  

F i g u r e   40  i s   an  end  v i e w   p a r t i a l l y   b r o k e n   away  of  F i g .  
10  3 8 .  

F i g u r e   41  i s   an  e l e v a t i o n   of   t h e   c l a m p   i t s e l f .  

F i g u r e   42  i s   a  p e r s p e c t i v e   v i e w   of   t h e   c a t h o d e s   and  IBR 
15  i l l u s t r a t i n g   t y p i c a l   m o v e m e n t s   of   r e f e r e n c e   c e n t e r l i n e s   R l  

and  R2  of  t h e   c a t h o d e s   as  w e l l   as  m o v e m e n t   of  t he   IBR  
i n v o l v e d   in   t h e   ECM  m e t h o d   w i t h   t h e   b i - d i r e c t i o n a l   m o v e m e n t  
of   c e n t e r l i n e   R2  b r o k e n   down  i n t o   r i g h t   X  and  Y  a x e s  
c o m p o n e n t s   in   t h e   s i d e   p r o j e c t i o n   t h e r e o f .  

20  

F i g u r e   43  i s   a  p a r t i a l   s e c t i o n a l   v i e w   of  t h e   I B R .  

F i g u r e   44  i s   an  e l e v a t i o n a l   v i e w   l o o k i n g   f rom  the   t i p  
of  t h e   b l a d e   16'   to   r o o t   w i t h   c a t h o d e   p o s i t i o n s   s u p e r i m p o s e d  

25  to   show  r e l a t i v e   s p a t i a l   r e l a t i o n s h i p s   t h e r e b e t w e e n   a t   a  
c o o r d i n a t e d   p o s i t i o n .  

F i g u r e   45  i s   a  v i ew   s i m i l a r   to   F i g .   44  b u t   w i t h   t h e  
c a t h o d e s   and  IBR  a t   a  c a t h o d e   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n .  

30  

F i g u r e   46  i s   a  v i ew  s i m i l a r   to   F i g s .   44  and  45  b u t   w i t h  
t h e   c a t h o d e s   a t   a  f i n i s h   p o s i t i o n .  

F i g u r e   47  i s   a  t i p   to  r o o t   e l e v a t i o n a l   v i ew   s h o w i n g   a  
35  f i n i s h e d   b l a d e .  

D e s c r i p t i o n   of   B e s t   Mode  of  C a r r y i n g   Out  t h e   I n v e n t i o n  



Shown  in   F i g s .   1  and  2  i s   an  i n t e g r a l l y   D i a a e a   r o t o r   i u  

( h e r e a f t e r   IBR)  f o r   a  g a s   t u r b i n e   e n g i n e .   The  IBR  10  

i n c l u d e s   a  c e n t r a l   c y l i n d r i c a l   hub  12  w i t h   a  t h r o u g h - h o l e   14  

f o r   r e c e i v i n g   a  s h a f t   ( n o t   shown)   by  w h i c h   t h e   IBR  i s  

m o u n t e d   in  t h e   c o m p r e s s o r   s e c t i o n   of   a  gas   t u r b i n e   e n g i n e   a s  

i s   w e l l   known  f o r   r o t a t i o n   a b o u t   i t s   l o n g i t u d i n a l   a x i s   R .  

P r o j e c t i n g   r a d i a l l y   f r o m   and  s p a c e d   a p a r t   c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l l y  

a r o u n d   t h e   hub  i s   a  p l u r a l i t y   of   t w i s t e d   a i r f o i l - s h a p e d  

b l a d e s   16.  E a c h   b l a d e   16  i n c l u d e s   a  f i r s t   c o n v e x   l a t e r a l  

D  s i d e   18 ,   a  s e c o n d   o p p o s i t e l y   f a c i n g   c o n c a v e   l a t e r a l   s i d e   20  

and   l e a d i n g   and  t r a i l i n g   e d g e s   2 2 , 2 4 ,   r e s p e c t i v e l y .  

P l a t f o r m   a r e a s   23  e x t e n d   f rom  f i l l e t   r a d i i   25  w h e r e   e a c h  

b l a d e   j o i n s   t h e   hub  1 2 .  

5  The  IBR  shown   may  be  f o r m e d   in   v a r i o u s   known  w a y s ;   e . g .  

i t   may  be  a  m a c h i n e d   s t r u c t u r e ,   u n i t a r y   c a s t   s t r u c t u r e ,   a  

c o m p o s i t e   s t r u c t u r e   w h e r e   t h e   b l a d e s   16  a r e   p r e f o r m e d   a n d  

t h e   hub  c a s t   t h e r e a r o u n d   to   fo rm  an  i n t e g r a l   s t r u c t u r e ,   a  

c o m p o s i t e   s t r u c t u r e   w h e r e   t h e   b l a d e s   16  a r e   a t t a c h e d  

10  m e t a l l u r g i c a l l y   t o   t h e   h u b ,   or   a  s u p e r p l a s t i c a l l y   f o r g e d  

s t r u c t u r e   w h e r e   t h e   b l a d e s   16  a r e   f o r g e d   i n t e g r a l l y   w i t h   t h e  

hub  f r o m   a  common  f o r g i n g   b l a n k .   R e g a r d l e s s   of  t h e  

t e c h n i q u e   e m p l o y e d   t o   f a b r i c a t e   t h e   IBR,  t h e   b l a d e s   16  w i l l  

be  p r e f o r m e d   t o   an  o v e r s i z e   s h a p e   or  e n v e l o p e   E  ( F i g s .  

15  4 4 - 4 5 )   r e q u i r i n g   f u r t h e r   m a c h i n i n g   to   p r e c i s e   d i m e n s i o n a l  

t o l e r a n c e s   f o r   u s e   in   a  gas   t u r b i n e   e n g i n e .  

The  m a c h i n e   of   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   w i l l   be  d e s c r i b e d  

h e r e i n b e l o w   w i t h   r e s p e c t   to   t h e   f i n i s h   or   s e m i - f i n i s h  

30  m a c h i n i n g   by  t h e   ECM  p r o c e s s   of  t h e   i n d i v i d u a l   o v e r s i z e  

b l a d e s   or  p r e f o r m s   16  of  t h e   IBR.  The  m a c h i n e   to   b e  

d e s c r i b e d   f i n i s h   m a c h i n e s   t h e   b l a d e s   one  a t   a  t i m e   w i t h   t h e  

e n t i r e   l a t e r a l   s i d e s   1 8 , 2 0   as  w e l l   as  l e a d i n g   and  t r a i l i n g  

e d g e s   2 2 , 2 4 ,   f i l l e t   r a d i i   25  and  p l a t f o r m   a r e a s   23  a d j a c e n t  

35  r a d i i   25  b e i n g   m a c h i n e d .  

F i g .   3  i l l u s t r a t e s   s o m e w h a t   s c h e m a t i c a l l y   t h e   s p a t i a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s   i n v o l v e d   b e t w e e n   t h e   IBR  and  m a c h i n e   f e a t u r e s .  
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"or  e x a m p l e ,   i t   can   be  s e e n   t h a t   t h e   IBR  10  i s   p o s i t i o n e d  

» i t h   i t s   l a t e r a l   c e n t e r   p l a n e   W  ( p l a n e   t h r o u g h   i t s   t h i c k n e s s  

p e r p e n d i c u l a r   t o   t h e   c e n t e r   p l a n e   of   t h e   gas   t u r b i n e   e n g i n e  

Ln  w h i c h   i t   w i l l   o p e r a t e   and  c o n t a i n i n g   b l a d e   c e n t e r l i n e   F )  

at  an  a n g l e   B  r e l a t i v e   to   t h e   m a c h i n e   c e n t e r   p l a n e   P  s h o w n  

a l s o   in   F i g .   3  as  a  v e r t i c a l   p l a n e   t h r o u g h   t h e   c e n t e r   of   t h e  

m a c h i n e .   As  w i l l   be  e x p l a i n e d   b e l o w ,   t h e   IBR  10  i s   f i x t u r e d  

to  p i v o t   a b o u t   v e r t i c a l   a x i s   V  in   i t s   l a t e r a l   c e n t e r   p l a n e   W 

so  t h a t   t h e   IBR  c e n t e r   p l a n e   a n g l e   B  r e l a t i v e   to   t h e   m a c h i n e  

c e n t e r   p l a n e   P  can   be  v a r i e d   w i t h i n   a  s e l e c t e d   r a n g e ;   e . g .  

0 - 4 5 ° ,   t o   p l a c e   t h e   c e n t e r l i n e   or  s t a c k i n g   l i n e   F  of  a i r f o i l  

b l a d e   16 '   to   be  m a c h i n e d   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   w i t h i n   m a c h i n e   c e n t e r  

p l a n e   P  when  t h e   b l a d e   i s   a t   a  w o r k p a r t   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n  

M. 

F i g .   3  a l s o   r e v e a l s   t h a t   t h e   c a t h o d e   c e n t e r   p l a n e   CC  i s  

o r t h o g o n a l   to   t h e   m a c h i n e   c e n t e r   p l a n e   P  when  t h e   b l a d e   i s  

a t   t h e   w o r k p a r t   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   M  and  t h e   c a t h o d e s   a r e   a t  

t h e   c a t h o d e   or  s t a r t   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   ( a l s o   see   F i g .   4 5 )  

s p a c e d   on  o p p o s i t e   s i d e s   of  t h e   b l a d e .   The  c a t h o d e   c e n t e r  

p l a n e   CC  i s   t h e   p l a n e   t h e r e t h r o u g h   t h a t   i s   o r t h o g o n a l   to   t h e  

m a c h i n e   c e n t e r   p l a n e   P  and  t h a t   p a s s e s   t h r o u g h   t h e   v e r t i c a l  

c e n t e r l i n e   F  of   t h e   a i r f o i l   b l a d e   a t   t h e   w o r k p a r t   m a c h i n i n g  

p o s i t i o n   M.  The  c a t h o d e   f e e d   a x e s   or  d i r e c t i o n s ,   r i g h t  

X - a x i s   and  l e f t   X - a x i s ,   a r e   l o c a t e d   a t   an  i n c l i n e d   a n g l e  

r e l a t i v e   to   h o r i z o n t a l ;   e . g .   t h e   X  a x e s   a r e   o p p o s i t e l y  

i n c l i n e d   a t   a  30°  a n g l e   r e l a t i v e   to   h o r i z o n t a l   as  s h o w n .  

R e f e r r i n g   to   F i g s .   4-6  and  22,  a  m a c h i n e   c o n s t r u c t e d   i n  

a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t he   i n v e n t i o n   i s   shown  h a v i n g   as  b a s e   30  o n  

w h i c h   a  g e n e r a l l y   C - s h a p e d   s u p p o r t   32  i s   f i x e d l y   m o u n t e d .  

M o u n t e d   on  t h e   t op   s u r f a c e   of  b a s e   30  i s   a  s t r u c t u r e   34 

e n c l o s i n g   and  f o r m i n g   t h e r e w i t h i n   an  e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   3 6 .  

The  s t r u c t u r e   34  i n c l u d e s   a  f i r s t   r e c t a n g u l a r   f r o n t   p l a t e   38 

w i t h   r e c t a n g u l a r   o p e n i n g   40,  a  b a c k   p l a t e   42  and  f i r s t   a n d  

s e c o n d   l a t e r a l   s i d e   p l a t e s   4 4 , 4 6 .   A  f r o n t   c o v e r   p l a t e   48  i s  

r e l e a s a b l y   f a s t e n e d   to   t he   f r o n t   p l a t e   38  by  m a c h i n e   s c r e w s  

50  to   c o v e r   and  c l o s e   o f f   o p e n i n g   40  and  c a r r i e s   e l e c t r o l y t e  
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b a c k - p r e s s u r e   member   49  w i t h   s l o t s   49a  c o m m u n i c a t i n g   w i t h  

c h a m b e r   36  and  a  d r a i n   o p e n i n g   60  f o r   e l e c t r o l y t e   r e m o v a l  

a f t e r   i t   p a s s e s   b e t w e e n   t h e   b l a d e   to   be  m a c h i n e d   a n d  

c a t h o d e s .   A  b o t t o m   p l a t e   52 ,   F i g .   11,  c l o s e s   o f f   t h e   b o t t o m  

of   t h e   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   36  and  a  t o p   p l a t e   54,   F i g .   1 8 ,  

t o   be  d e s c r i b e d   in   d e t a i l   h e r e i n a f t e r   c l o s e s   o f f   t h e   t o p  

t h e r e o f   e x c e p t   f o r   an  o p e n i n g   56  to   r e c e i v e   a  p o r t i o n   of   t h e  

IBR  as  w i l l   be  e x p l a i n e d .  

0  B o t t o m   p l a t e   52  i n c l u d e s   a  d r a i n   o p e n i n g   60  to   r e c e i v e  

e l e c t r o l y t e   a f t e r   i t   p a s s e s   o v e r   t h e   a i r f o i l   b l a d e   b e i n g  

m a c h i n e d   f o r   r e c i r c u l a t i o n   t o   f i l t e r i n g   e q u i p m e n t   ( n o t  

s h o w n )   f o r   r e u s e   in   t h e   ECM  p r o c e s s .  

.5  As  i s   a p p a r e n t   f r o m   F i g .   22,  t h e   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r  

f o r m i n g   s t r u c t u r e   34  i n c l u d e s   a  f r o n t   s i d e   70  w h i c h   i s  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   p a r a l l e l   w i t h   b a c k   s i d e   72  and  f i r s t   l a t e r a l  

s i d e   74  w h i c h   i s   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   p a r a l l e l   w i t h   s e c o n d   l a t e r a l  

s i d e   7 6 .  

10 

A  f r o n t   b a s i n   80  w i t h   i t s   own  d r a i n   f i t t i n g   82  i s  

p r o v i d e d   on  t h e   f r o n t   of   b a s e   30  to   c a t c h   e l e c t r o l y t e   w h e n  

f r o n t   c o v e r   p l a t e   48  i s   r e m o v e d   and  to   d r a i n   t h e   e l e c t r o l y t e  

b a c k   to   t h e   f i l t e r i n g   e q u i p m e n t .  

25 

As  shown  b e s t   in   F i g s .   4-7   and  11,  i d e n t i c a l   p a r a l l e l  

f i r s t   ( l e f t )   and  s e c o n d   ( r i g h t )   Y - a x i s   s l i d e w a y s   9 0 , 9 2   a n d  

m a t i n g   f i r s t   ( l e f t )   and   s e c o n d   ( r i g h t )   Y - a x i s   s l i d e s   9 4 , 9 6  

a r e   d i s p o s e d   a d j a c e n t   f i r s t   and  s e c o n d   l a t e r a l   s i d e s   7 4 , 7 6 ,  

30  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   in  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   p a r a l l e l   r e l a t i o n   t h e r e t o .  

The  Y - a x i s   s l i d e w a y s   and   a s s o c i a t e d   s l i d e s   a r e   a l s o   p a r a l l e l  

to   m a c h i n e   c e n t e r   p l a n e   P.  P o s i t i o n e d   b e t w e e n   t h e   s l i d e w a y s  

9 0 , 9 2   and  t h e i r   r e s p e c t i v e   s l i d e s   9 4 , 9 6   a r e   two  rows   o f  

r o l l e r   b e a r i n g s   100  w i t h   t h e   a x e s   of  t h e   b e a r i n g s   i n c l i n e d  

35  in  o p p o s i t e   d i r e c t i o n s   as  shown  to   e l i m i n a t e   l a t e r a l   p l a y  

and  m o v a b l y   m o u n t   e a c h   s l i d e   9 0 , 9 2   on  i t s   r e s p e c t i v e  

s l i d e w a y   9 0 , 9 2 .   The  r o l l e r   b e a r i n g s   100  a r e   m o u n t e d   b e t w e e n  
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a  n x e a   l o n g i t u d i n a l   r a c e   91  and  l o n g i t u d i n a l   r a c e   93  
m o v a b l e   w i t h   s l i d e   94  or   96  as  t h e   c a s e   may  b e .  

Movemen t   of  s l i d e s   9 4 , 9 6   a l o n g   t h e   r e s p e c t i v e   s l i d e w a y s  
5  9 0 , 9 2   i s   in  t h e   s o - c a l l e d   r i g h t   Y - a x i s   or  d i r e c t i o n   or   l e f t  

Y - a x i s   or  d i r e c t i o n .   I d e n t i c a l   b a l l   s c r e w   m e c h a n i s m s   a r e  
e m p l o y e d   to   d r i v e   t h e   s l i d e s   9 4 , 9 6   on  t h e   Y - a x e s   o r  
d i r e c t i o n s   as  w i l l   be  e x p l a i n e d .  

10  Each  Y - a x i s   s l i d e   9 4 , 9 6   c a r r i e s   a  c a t h o d e   s u p p o r t  
s t r u c t u r e   100  and  c a t h o d e   m e c h a n i s m   102  w h i c h   a r e   i d e n t i c a l  
to   t h e   o t h e r   a l t h o u g h   o r i e n t e d   in  t h e   o p p o s i t e   r i g h t   a n d  
l e f t   a x i s   d i r e c t i o n s   on  t h e   r e s p e c t i v e   s l i d e s   9 4 , 9 6   as  s h o w n  
in  F i g .   4.  As  a  r e s u l t   o n l y   t he   c a t h o d e   s u p p o r t   s t r u c t u r e  

15  100  and  c a t h o d e   m e c h a n i s m   102  on  t h e   r i g h t   s l i d e   96  w i l l   b e  
d e s c r i b e d ,   i t   b e i n g   u n d e r s t o o d   t h a t   t h e   same  c a t h o d e   s u p p o r t  
s t r u c t u r e   and  c a t h o d e   m e c h a n i s m   i s   m o u n t e d   on  and  m o v a b l e  
w i t h   s l i d e   9 4 .  

20  R e f e r r i n g   to   F i g .   1 1 - 1 3 ,   t h e   c a t h o d e   s u p p o r t   s t r u c t u r e  
100  i s   shown  i n c l u d i n g   a  h o r i z o n t a l   f r a m e   p l a t e   110  a f f i x e d  
d i r e c t l y   on  s l i d e   96 ,   a  v e r t i c a l   f r a m e   p l a t e   112  a f f i x e d   t o  
h o r i z o n t a l   f r a m e   p l a t e   110  and  an  o u t w a r d l y   i n c l i n e d   f r a m e  
p l a t e   114  a l s o   a f f i x e d   to   h o r i z o n t a l   f r a m e   p l a t e   1 1 0 .  

25  

A  b a l l   s c r e w / n u t   h o u s i n g   120  i s   m o u n t e d   on  c r o s s   f r a m e  
m e m b e r s   1 2 2 , 1 2 3 , 1 2 5   a t t a c h e d   b e t w e e n   t h e   v e r t i c a l   f r a m e  
member  and  o u t w a r d l y   i n c l i n e d   f r a m e   m e m b e r .   I n s i d e   t h e  
h o u s i n g   120  i s   a  c o n v e n t i o n a l   b a l l   n u t   124  i n s i d e   of   w h i c h  

30  is   r e c e i v e d   a  b a l l   s c r e w   126  w i t h   r e c i r c u l a t i n g   b a l l s   ( n o t  
shown)  t h e r e b e t w e e n   in   known  m a n n e r .   B u s s e s   121  e x t e n d   f r o m  
a  c o n v e n t i o n a l   s o u r c e   of   e l e c t r i c a l   p o w e r   and  a r e   f a s t e n e d  
to  h o u s i n g s   120  to   p r o v i d e   t h e   p r o p e r   p o l a r i t y   e l e c t r i c a l  
p o t e n t i a l   b e t w e e n   t h e   c a t h o d e   m e c h a n i s m s   102  and  IBR  10 

35  w h i c h   i s   made  t h e   a n o d e   f o r   E C M ' i n g .  

The  b a l l   s c r e w   126  has   an  end  126a  m o u n t e d   in   b a l l  
b e a r i n g   a s s e m b l i e s   128  in  t he   o u t w a r d l y   i n c l i n e d   f r a m e  
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134  on  w h i c h   worm  w h e e l   136  i s   m o u n t e d .   D r i v e   s h a f t   134  i s  

r o t a t a b l y   m o u n t e d   by  b e a r i n g   a s s e m b l i e s   135  in   a  h o u s i n g   1 3 7  

a f f i x e d   to   i n c l i n e d   f r a m e   member   1 1 4 .   Worm  w h e e l   136  i s  

d r i v e n   in   r o t a t i o n   by  worm  g e a r   138  on  t h e   o u t p u t   s h a f t   1 4 0  

o f   D-C  s e r v o m o t o r   142 .   R o t a t i o n   of   b a l l   s c r e w   126  of  c o u r s e  

c a u s e s   b a l l   n u t   124  t o   t r a n s l a t e   in   h o u s i n g   1 2 0 .  

In  p a r t i c u l a r ,   b a l l   n u t   124  i s   f a s t e n e d   by  m a c h i n e  

)  s c r e w s   148  ( o n l y   one   shown)   to   h o l l o w   c a t h o d e   ram  150  w h i c h  

i s   s u p p o r t e d   f o r   s l i d i n g   m o v e m e n t   in   h o l l o w   b u s h i n g s   152  a n d  

154 ,   w h i c h   a r e   c o a x i a l l y   a l i g n e d   f o r   t r a n s l a t i o n   of  t h e   b a l l  

n u t   a l o n g   t h e   r i g h t   or   l e f t   X - a x i s   d i r e c t i o n   by  t h e   b a l l  

s c r e w .   As  s h o w n ,   t h e   r i g h t   c a t h o d e   ram  150  and  b u s h i n g s  

5  1 5 2 , 1 5 4   e x t e n d   a t   an  a n g l e   of  i n c l i n a t i o n   r e l a t i v e   t o  

v e r t i c a l ;   e . g .   3 0 ° .   Of  c o u r s e ,   t h e   l e f t   c a t h o d e   ram  a n d  

a s s o c i a t e d   b u s h i n g s   a r e   i n c l i n e d   a t   an  a n g l e   of   i n c l i n a t i o n  

of   30°  r e l a t i v e   to   v e r t i c a l   b u t   in   t h e   o p p o s i t e   d i r e c t i o n   o r  

s e n s e .   Of  c o u r s e ,   t h e   r i g h t   and  l e f t   X - a x e s   a r e   o r t h o g o n a l  

0  to   m a c h i n e   c e n t e r   p l a n e   P  when  v i e w e d   in   p l a n .  

An  i n d i c a t o r   p l a t e   160  i s   a t t a c h e d   to   c a t h o d e   ram  1 5 0  

f o r   m o v e m e n t   t h e r e w i t h   and  i n d i c a t o r   p l a t e   160  c a r r i e s  

a n o t h e r   i n d i c a t o r   s u p p o r t   p l a t e   162  w i t h   i t   f o r   p u r p o s e s   t o  

15  be  e x p l a i n e d   b e l o w .  

As  shown ,   h o l l o w   b u s h i n g   154  i s   m o u n t e d   in   a  b u s h i n g  

s u p p o r t   member   166  a f f i x e d   by  m a c h i n e   s c r e w s   168  to   t h e  

v e r t i c a l   f r a m e   member   112 ,   F i g .   14.  The  h o l l o w   b u s h i n g   1 5 4  

30  t e r m i n a t e s   a t   i t s   u p p e r   o p e n   end  a t   an  o p e n - e n d e d   c o l l a r   1 7 0  

r e c e i v e d   in  a  r e c t a n g u l a r ,   f l a t - s i d e d   b o r e   172  in  l a t e r a l  

s i d e   76.   C o l l a r   170  has   a  c o m p l e m e n t a r y   r e c t a n g u l a r   o u t e r  

s h a p e   to  f i t   in  b o r e   172  and  i n c l u d e s   an  a n n u l a r   f l a n g e   1 7 0 a  

f a s t e n e d   by  m a c h i n e   s c r e w s   176  to   s i d e   p l a t e   46.  F o r  

35  r e a s o n s   to  be  e x p l a i n e d   b e l o w ,   t h e   i n n e r   d i a m e t e r   of  t h e  

c y l i n d r i c a l   i n n e r   b o r e   of  c o l l a r   170  i s   l a r g e r   t h a n   t h e  

o u t e r   d i a m e t e r   of  c y l i n d r i c a l   c a t h o d e   ram  150  w h i c h   i s   t h u s  

r e c e i v e d   w i t h   c l e a r a n c e   t h e r e i n   f o r   m o v e m e n t   a l o n g   t h e   r i g h t  
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X - a x i s   d i r e c t i o n   and   i m p o r t a n t l y   a l s o   in   t h e   r i g h t   Y - a x i s  
d i r e c t i o n   o r t h o g o n a l   t h e r e t o .   Of  c o u r s e ,   v e r t i c a l   f r a m e  
member   112  a l s o   i n c l u d e s   a  b o r e   112a  to   r e c e i v e   t h e   h o l l o w  

b u s h i n g   1 5 4 .  

The  c y l i n d r i c a l   ram  150  t e r m i n a t e s   a t   an  end   150a  w h i c h  
has   f a s t e n e d   t h e r e t o   v i a   a  m a c h i n e   s c r e w   ( n o t   shown)   a n d  
t h r e a d e d   h o l e   150b   a  c a t h o d e   s u p p o r t   b l o c k   180  w h i c h   i s  
r e c e i v e d   w i t h   c l e a r a n c e   f o r   s l i d i n g   m o v e m e n t   in   t h e   r i g h t  
X - a x i s   and  Y - a x i s   d i r e c t i o n s   in  t h e   r e c t a n g u l a r ,   f l a t   s i d e d  
b o r e   or  c h a n n e l   172  in   l a t e r a l   s i d e   p l a t e   46  as  d e s c r i b e d   i n  
d e t a i l   h e r e i n a f t e r .   The  c a t h o d e   s u p p o r t   b l o c k   180  has   s i d e s  

c o m p l e m e n t a r y   in   s h a p e   to   t h o s e   of   c h a n n e l   182  f o r   s u c h  

s l i d i n g   m o v e m e n t .  

As  i s   a p p a r e n t   in  F i g .   11,  m u l t i p l e   o - r i n g   s e a l s   190  
a r e   e m p l o y e d   t o   p r e v e n t   e n t r y   of  d i r t   and  f o r e i g n   m a t t e r  
i n t o   t h e   h o l l o w   bush ings   152  and  154.   And,  as  shown  b e s t   i n  

F i g s .   11,  14  and  22,   a  r e c t a n g u l a r   s e a l   192  i s   p o s i t i o n e d  
b e t w e e n   l a t e r a l   s i d e   74  and  t h e   v e r t i c a l   f r a m e   member   1 1 2 .  
The  p u r p o s e   of   t h i s   s e a l   192  w e l l   be  e x p l a i n e d   b e l o w .  

From  t h e   d e t a i l e d   d e s c r i p t i o n   t h u s   f a r ,   i t   i s   a p p a r e n t  
t h a t   t h e   r i g h t   and  l e f t   v e r t i c a l   f r a m e   m e m b e r s   112  a r e  
m o v a b l e   in  t h e   r e s p e c t i v e   r i g h t   and  l e f t   Y - a x i s   or  d i r e c t i o n  
r e l a t i v e   to   and  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   p a r a l l e l   to   t h e   l a t e r a l   s i d e  
74  or  76  of   t h e   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r -   f o r m i n g   s t r u c t u r e   3 4 .  

As  shown  b e s t   in  F i g s .   1 2 - 1 3 ,   i n d i c a t o r   s u p p o r t   p l a t e  
162  m o v a b l e   w i t h   i n d i c a t o r   p l a t e   160  c a r r i e s   s e t   s c r e w   191  
f o r   c o n t r o l l i n g   m o v e m e n t   of  t h e   c a t h o d e   ram  150  t o w a r d  
e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   and  s e t   s c r e w   193  f o r   c o n t r o l l i n g  
m o v e m e n t   of  t h e   ram  away  f rom  t he   c h a m b e r .   Se t   s c r e w s  
1 9 1 , 1 9 3   e n g a g e   l i m i t   s w i t c h e s   1 9 5 , 1 9 7 ,   r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   w h i c h  
s w i t c h e s   c o n t r o l   o v e r - t r a v e l   of  r e s p e c t i v e   ram  d r i v e   m o t o r s  
142.   Of  c o u r s e ,   s e t   s c r e w s   1 9 1 , 1 9 3   a r e   a d j u s t a b l e   b y  
t h r e a d i n g   them  r e l a t i v e   to   l i m i t   s w i t c h e s   1 9 5 , 1 9 7 .   L i m i t  
s w i t c h e s   1 9 5 , 1 9 7   a r e   m o u n t e d   on  v e r t i c a l   c r o s s   f r a m e   m e m b e r  
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127  w h i c h   i s   a t t a c h e d   to   v e r t i c a l   c r o s s   i r a m e   me«ujcx  «  

d i a l   m i c r o m e t e r   199  i s   a l s o   c a r r i e d   on  i n d i c a t o r   s u p p o r t   ! 

p l a t e   162  t o   e n g a g e   w i t h   s t o p   201  on  b u s h i n g   s u p p o r t   member   j 

166  t o   d i s p l a y   t h e   a m o u n t   of   t r a v e l   of   t h e   c a t h o d e   ram  in  j 

t h e   r e s p e c t i v e   r i g h t   and  l e f t   X - a x i s   d i r e c t i o n .   , 
! 

D u r i n g   t h e   ECM  p r o c e s s   t h e r e   i s   a  n e e d   t o   r e l e a s a b l y  

r e t a i n   o r   l o c k   t h e   p o s i t i o n   of   t h e   r i g h t   and  l e f t   v e r t i c a l  

f r a m e   m e m b e r s   112  and  t h u s   o f   c o u r s e   s l i d e s   9 4 , 9 6   a n d  

)  c a t h o d e   r ams   150  in   t h e   r i g h t   and  l e f t   Y - a x e s   or   d i r e c t i o n s .  

To  t h i s   e n d ,   r e l e a s a b l e   r e t a i n i n g   m e a n s   i s   p r o v i d e d   in  t h e  

f o r m   of   f o u r   c y l i n d r i c a l   s t u d s   200  a r r a n g e d   in   a  s q u a r e  

p a t t e r n   on  t h e   l a t e r a l   s i d e s   7 4 , 7 6   of  t h e   e l e c t r o l y t e  

c h a m b e r -   f o r m i n g   s t r u c t u r e   34,  in   p a r t i c u l a r ,   a t   t he   c o r n e r s  

5  of   a  s q u a r e   a r r a y   as  shown  in   F i g s .   4 , 5 ,   and  14  f o r   t h e  

r i g h t   s i d e   76 .   Each   s t u d   200  i s   a t t a c h e d   in   f i x e d   p o s i t i o n  

to   l a t e r a l   s i d e   76  by  a  l o c k   c o l l a r   202  and  a s s o c i a t e d  

m a c h i n e   s c r e w s   204 .   The  s t u d s   a r e   o f   a  l e n g t h   s u f f i c i e n t   t o  

e x t e n d   p a s t   t h e   f r e e   s u r f a c e   1 1 2 a   of   t h e   v e r t i c a l   f r a m e  

0  m e m b e r   1 1 2 ,   as  shown  in  F i g s .   1 4 - 1 6 .   In  p a r t i c u l a r ,   e a c h  

s t u d   200  e x t e n d s   t h r o u g h   o v a l   s l o t s   210  in   f r a m e   member  1 1 2  

and   t h r o u g h   a  c y l i n d r i c a l   b o r e   212  of   a  w a s h e r   214  a n d  

t h r o u g h   o v a l   o p e n i n g   215  in   o v a l   w e a r   p l a t e   216  p o s i t i o n e d  

b e n e a t h   t h e   w a s h e r   214.   W a s h e r   214  i n c l u d e s   a  s m a l l   r a d i u s  

!5  c u r v i l i n e a r   c e n t r a l   s h o u l d e r   218  f o r   p u r p o s e s   to   b e  

d e s c r i b e d .   Of  c o u r s e ,   t h e   w a s h e r   214  and  w e a r   p l a t e   2 1 6  

move  w i t h   t h e   v e r t i c a l   f r a m e   m e m b e r   212  in  t h e   Y - a x i s   o r  

d i r e c t i o n   r e l a t i v e   to   t h e   a s s o c i a t e d   s t u d s   200  e x t e n d i n g  

t h e r e t h r o u g h .   Ova l   wear   p l a t e   216  i s   f a s t e n e d   to   f r a m e  

30  member   212  by  m a c h i n e   s c r e w s   2 1 7 .  

A d j a c e n t   t h e   f r e e   end  of  e a c h   s t u d   200  i s   a  c r o s s - p i n  

220  by  w h i c h   a  c l e v i s   222  i s   p i v o t a l l y   c o n n e c t e d   to   e a c h  

s t u d   200 .   As  shown  b e s t   in  F i g .   15,   t h e   c r o s s - p i n   220  i s  

35  e c c e n t r i c a l l y   l o c a t e d   r e l a t i v e   t o   l a r g e   r a d i i   cams  224  o n  

t h e   c l e v i s .   The  cams  224  e n g a g e   and  c o n t a c t   the   s m a l l e r  

r a d i u s   c e n t r a l   s h o u l d e r   218  of  e a c h   a s s o c i a t e d   w a s h e r   2 1 4 .  

E a c h   c l e v i s   222  i t s e l f   i s   p i v o t a l l y   c o n n e c t e d   by  c r o s s - p i n  
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to   t n e   o u t p u t   s n a i t   123  of  a  p n e u m a t i c   or   o t h e r   f l u i d  
c y l i n d e r   230 .   E a c h   c y l i n d e r   i s   in   t u r n   p i v o t a l l y   m o u n t e d   b y  
c r o s s - p i n   232  t o   a  b r a c k e t   234  a f f i x e d   to   e l e c t r o l y t e  
c h a m b e r - f o r m i n g   s t r u c t u r e   34.  In  p a r t i c u l a r ,   t h e   u p p e r   a n d  

5  l o w e r   c y l i n d e r s   230  n e a r e s t   t h e   f r o n t   of   t h e   m a c h i n e   a r e  
p i v o t a l l y   c o n n e c t e d   to   b r a c k e t s   234  a f f i x e d   t o   f r o n t   p l a t e  
38  by  m a c h i n e   s c r e w s   2 3 6 .  

As  s e e n   b e s t   in   F i g s .   4,  5  and  7,  t h e   u p p e r   and  l o w e r  
10  c y l i n d e r s   230  n e a r e s t   t h e   b a c k   of   t h e   m a c h i n e   a r e   p i v o t a l l y  

c o n n e c t e d   to   b r a c k e t s   234  a f f i x e d   to   b a c k   or   r e a r   p l a t e   42  
of  t h e   s t r u c t u r e   34  by  m a c h i n e   s c r e w s   2 4 2 .  

When  a l l   t h e   u p p e r   and  l o w e r   c y l i n d e r s   230  a r e   a c t u a t e d  
15  to   r e t r a c t   t h e i r   o u t p u t   s h a f t s   2 2 9 ,   e a c h   c l e v i s   222  w i l l   b e  

p i v o t e d   or  r o t a t e d   in   F i g s .   1 3 - 1 5   to   t h e   c l a m p   p o s i t i o n  
shown  in  s o l i d   f rom  t h e   r e l e a s e   p o s i t i o n   shown  in   p h a n t o m   t o  
c a u s e   t h e   l a r g e   r a d i u s   cams  224  t o   e c c e n t r i c a l l y   cam  a g a i n s t  
s m a l l e r   r a d i u s   c e n t r a l   s h o u l d e r   218  to   f o r c e   t h e   v e r t i c a l  

20  f r a m e   member   112  t o w a r d   and  a g a i n s t   l a t e r a l   s i d e s   7 4 , 7 6   o f  
s t r u c t u r e   34  to   r e l e a s a b l y   r e t a i n   a  s e l e c t e d   p o s i t i o n   of  t h e  
c a t h o d e   s u p p o r t   s t r u c t u r e   100  a l o n g   t h e   r i g h t   and  l e f t  
Y - a x e s   or  d i r e c t i o n s .   Of  c o u r s e ,   r e t e n t i o n   or   c l a m p i n g   o f  
f r a m e   member   112  a l s o   c l a m p s   t h e   a s s o c i a t e d   s l i d e   9 4 , 9 6   a n d  

25  c a t h o d e   ram  150  in  a  s e l e c t e d   r i g h t   or  l e f t   Y - a x i s   p o s i t i o n .  
When  t he   r i g h t   and  l e f t   f r a m e   m e m b e r s   112  a r e   t h u s l y  
c l a m p e d ,   t h e   r e c t a n g u l a r   s e a l s   192  b e t w e e n   l a t e r a l   s i d e  
7 4 , 7 6   and  t h e   a s s o c i a t e d   f a c i n g   f r a m e   member   112  a r e  
c o m p r e s s e d   to   e f f e c t   p o s i t i v e   s e a l i n g   t h e r e b e t w e e n   t o  

30  p r e v e n t   any  p o t e n t i a l   e l e c t r o l y t e   l e a k a g e   t h e r e p a s t .   E a c h  
s e a l   192,   h o w e v e r ,   p e r f o r m s   i t s   s e a l i n g   f u n c t i o n   even   w h e n  
t h e   a s s o c i a t e d   r i g h t   or  l e f t   v e r t i c a l   f r a m e   member   112  i s  
m o v i n g   a l o n g   i t s   Y - a x i s .  

35  The  m e c h a n i s m s   f o r   m o v i n g   r i g h t   and  l e f t   Y - a x i s   s l i d e s  
9 4 , 9 6   a r e   i d e n t i c a l   and  t h a t   f o r   m o v i n g   s l i d e   96  i s   shown  i n  
F i g .   10  as  i n c l u d i n g   an  DC  s e r v o m o t o r   260  w i t h   o u t p u t   s h a f t  
262  k e y e d   by  key  264  to   h o l l o w   s h a f t   266  of   a  c o n v e n t i o n a l  
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g e a r   r e d u c e r   2 6 8 .   The  g e a r   r e d u c e r   268  in   t u r n   d r i v e s   a  

c o n v e n t i o n a l   b a l l   s c r e w   270  m o u n t e d   in  h o u s i n g   272  in   t h e  

same  m a n n e r   as  b a l l   s c r e w   126  i s   shown  m o u n t e d   in   i n c l i n e d  

f r a m e   member   114  in   F i g .   11.  The  b a l l   s c r e w   270  c o o p e r a t e s  

w i t h   and  d r i v e s   i n   t r a n s l a t i o n   a  b a l l   n u t   274  f a s t e n e d   b y  

m a c h i n e   s c r e w s   276  to   a  v e r t i c a l   p l a t e   278  a t t a c h e d   o n  

h o r i z o n t a l   f r a m e   m e m b e r   110 .   T h u s ,   s l i d e   96  and  94  a r e  

d r i v e n   a l o n g   t h e   r e s p e c t i v e   r i g h t   and  l e f t   Y - a x i s   o r  

d i r e c t i o n   by  t h e   r e s p e c t i v e   DC  s e r v o   d r i v e   m o t o r   and  b a l l  

)  s c r e w   a r r a n g e m e n t   d e s c r i b e d .  

As  m e n t i o n e d   h e r e i n a b o v e ,   c y l i n d r i c a l   h o l l o w   c a t h o d e  

ram  150  t e r m i n a t e s   a t   and   i s   f a s t e n e d   to   a  c a t h o d e   h o l d e r   o r  

s u p p o r t   b l o c k   180  w h i c h   i s   r e c e i v e d   f o r   s l i d i n g  

5  b i - d i r e c t i o n a l   m o v e m e n t   in  t h e   r e c t a n g u l a r ,   f l a t - s i d e d  

c h a n n e l   172  in   l a t e r a l   s i d e   p l a t e   46.   Each   c a t h o d e   s u p p o r t  

b l o c k   180  has   a  c a t h o d e   a s s e m b l y   300  a t t a c h e d   t h e r e t o   a s  

shown  b e s t   in   F i g .   17  so  t h a t   e a c h   c a t h o d e   m e c h a n i s m   o r  

m e a n s   102  i n c l u d e s   e l e c t r i c a l l y   c o n d u c t i v e   c a t h o d e   a s s e m b l y  

3  3 0 0 ,   c a t h o d e   b l o c k   180 ,   and   c a t h o d e   ram  150  r e c e i v i n g  

c u r r e n t   t h r o u g h   h o u s i n g s   120 .   E a c h   a s s e m b l y   300  ( F i g s .   29  

and   30)  c o m p r i s e s   a  c a t h o d e   h o l d e r   302  and  e i t h e r   t h e  

c o n c a v e   c a t h o d e   304  or  c o n v e x   c a t h o d e   306  a t t a c h e d   t h e r e t o  

as  shown  b e s t   in  F i g s .   31  and  32.   The  c a t h o d e   h o l d e r s   3 0 2  

5  f o r   e a c h   c a t h o d e   a r e   i d e n t i c a l   in  c o n s t r u c t i o n   e x c e p t   t h a t  

f e a t u r e s   a r e   s p a t i a l l y   in   r e v e r s e .   Each  h o l d e r   302  i n c l u d e s  

a  s u p p o r t   p l a t e   310  and  f i l l e r   p l a t e   312  a t t a c h e d   t o g e t h e r  

by  m a c h i n e   s c r e w s   ( n o t   shown)   in   t h r e a d e d   b o r e s   314  ( o n l y  

one  shown)  .  E a c h   s u p p o r t   p l a t e   i n c l u d e s   a  keyway   or  s l o t  

0  316  f a c i n g   t h e   c a t h o d e   s u p p o r t   b l o c k   180  when  a s s e m b l e d  

t h e r e w i t h   and  m u l t i p l e   t h r e a d e d   h o l e s   318  to   r e c e i v e   m a c h i n e  

s c r e w s   ( n o t   shown)   by  w h i c h   t h e   c a t h o d e   h o l d e r   i s   a t t a c h e d  

to   t h e   c a t h o d e   s u p p o r t   b l o c k   180 .   T h r e a d e d   h o l e s   1 8 0 a ,   F i g .  

11,   in  t he   c a t h o d e   s u p p o r t   b l o c k   180  r e c e i v e   t h e s e   m a c h i n e  

5  s c r e w s .   The  c o n v e x   and  c o n c a v e   c a t h o d e s   304  and  306  a r e  

s i m i l a r l y   a t t a c h e d   to   t h e   c a t h o d e   s u p p o r t   p l a t e   310  b y  

m u l t i p l e   d o w e l s   322  r e c e i v e d   in  h o l e s   3 2 4 , 3 2 6   in  t he   s u p p o r t  

p l a t e   and  c a t h o d e   and  a l s o   by  m u l t i p l e   m a c h i n e   s c r e w s   3 2 7  



xy  vjhc  duuwii;   i c u e i v e o   in   r a p p e d   H o l e s   3 2 9 , 3 3 1   ( o n l y   o n e  
of   e a c h   shown)   in  t h e   s u p p o r t   p l a t e   and  c a t h o d e   in  l i n e   w i t h  
t h e   d o w e l   h o l e s ,   F i g .   3 0 .  

C o n v e x   c a t h o d e   306  i n c l u d e s   an  i n n e r   c o n c a v e   w o r k i n g  
f a c e   330  c o n f i g u r e d   c o m p l e m e n t a r y   to   t h e   c o n v e x   l a t e r a l   s i d e  
18  of   t h e   a i r f o i l   b l a d e   16  to   be  m a c h i n e d   and  d i m e n s i o n e d   s o  
as  to   ECM  t h e   d e s i r e d   p r e c i s e   t o l e r a n c e s   on  t h a t   s i d e   18  i n  
t h e   ECM  p r o c e s s .   C o n v e x   c a t h o d e   306  i n c l u d e s   f l a t ,  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y   p a r a l l e l   s i d e s   3 3 2 , 3 3 4   e x t e n d i n g   f rom  t h e  
w o r k i n g   f a c e   to   and  c o e x t e n s i v e   w i t h   t h e   f l a t   s i d e s  
3 1 0 a ,   310b  of   t h e   c a t h o d e   h o l d e r   302 .   In  t h e   t o p   s u r f a c e   3 3 6  
of   t h e   c o n v e x   c a t h o d e   i s   a  r e c e s s   or   p o c k e t   340  s h a p e d   a n d  
h a v i n g   a  d e p t h   to   r e c e i v e   an  a i r f o i l   b l a d e   i m m e d i a t e l y  
a d j a c e n t   t h e   one  16'   to   be  m a c h i n e d   by  t h e   c o n v e x   c a t h o d e   a s  
w i l l   be  e x p l a i n e d .   The  t o p   s u r f a c e   336  and  b o t t o m   s u r f a c e  
342  of   t h e   c o n v e x   c a t h o d e   a r e   f l a t   and  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
p a r a l l e l   as  shown  b e s t   in   F i g s .   30  and  3 2 .  

C o n c a v e   c a t h o d e   304  i n c l u d e s   an  i n n e r   c o n v e x   w o r k i n g  
f a c e   350  c o n f i g u r e d   c o m p l e m e n t a r y   t o   t h e   c o n c a v e   l a t e r a l  
s i d e   20  of   t h e   a i r f o i l   b l a d e   16  to   be  m a c h i n e d   a n d  
d i m e n s i o n e d   so  as  to   ECM  t h e   d e s i r e d   p r e c i s e   t o l e r a n c e s   o n  
t h a t   s i d e   18  in  t h e   ECM  p r o c e s s .   C o n c a v e   c a t h o d e   i n c l u d e s  
f l a t ,   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   p a r a l l e l   s i d e s   3 5 4 , 3 5 6   and  f l a t ,  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y   p a r a l l e l   t o p   and  b o t t o m s   s i d e s   3 5 8 , 3 6 0 ,   F i g s .  
29  and  31,  w i t h   a  r e c e s s   or  p o c k e t   362  in  t he   t o p   s i d e  
s h a p e d   and  h a v i n g   a  d e p t h   to   r e c e i v e   an  a i r f o i l   b l a d e  
i m m e d i a t e l y   a d j a c e n t   t h e   one  b e i n g   m a c h i n e d   by  t he   c o n c a v e  
c a t h o d e   as  w i l l   be  e x p l a i n e d .  

C a t h o d e   p o c k e t s   3 4 0 , 3 6 2   h a v e   an  e l e c t r i c a l   i n s u l a t i n g  
l a y e r   or  c o a t i n g   3 4 0 a ,   362a  o v e r   t h e   e n t i r e   p o c k e t   s u r f a c e   t o  
p r e v e n t   u n w a n t e d   s t r a y   e l e c t r i c a l   c u r r e n t   f low  to  b l a d e s   16 
a d j a c e n t   16'   d u r i n g   m a c h i n i n g   t h e r e o f   as  w i l l   be  e x p l a i n e d .  

The  e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   36  w i t h   t h e   c a t h o d e   a s s e m b l i e s  
300  t h e r e i n   i s   shown  b e s t   in  F i g s .   17  and  22.  I t   can  b e  
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seen   t h a t   t h e   b o t t o m   f l a t   s i d e s   of  t h e   c a t h o d e   s u p p o r t  

b l o c k s   180  and  c a t h o d e   h o l d e r   302  s l i d e   o v e r   o p p o s i t e l y  

I n c l i n e d   f l a t   s u r f a c e s   400  of   g u i d e   b l o c k   402 .   M o u n t e d  

c e n t r a l l y   on  g u i d e   b l o c k   402  i s   a  t i p   s e a l   b l o c k   404  made  o f  

310  g l a s s / e p o x y   m a t e r i a l .   The  t i p   s e a l   b l o c k   404  i s   l o c a t e d  

on  t h e   g u i d e   b l o c k   402  by  two  c o a x i a l   k e y s   408 ,   F i g s .   17  a n d  

37  ,  and   e x t e n d s   u p w a r d l y   t o w a r d   t h e   c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6   in   t h e  

e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   3 6 .  

As  shown  b e s t   in   F i g s .   3 3 - 3 6 ,   t h e   t i p   s e a l   b l o c k   4 0 4  

i n c l u d e s   o p p o s i t e l y   i n c l i n e d   f l a t   g u i d e   s u r f a c e s   4 1 0 , 4 1 2   o n  

w h i c h   t h e   f l a t   b o t t o m   s i d e s   3 4 2 , 3 5 8   of   t h e   c a t h o d e s   a r e  

s e a l i n g l y   g u i d e d   d u r i n g   c a t h o d e   m o v e m e n t .   The  i n c l i n e d  

g u i d e   s u r f a c e s   4 1 0 , 4 1 2   a r e   i n c l i n e d   a t   t h e   same  a n g l e ,   3 0 ° ,  

t h a t   t h e   i n c l i n e d   f l a t   s u r f a c e s   4 0 0 o f   g u i d e   b l o c k   402  a r e  

i n c l i n e d .   In  t h e   c e n t r a l   p o r t i o n   of  t h e   t i p   s e a l   b l o c k   4 0 4  

i s   a  t i p   s e a l   member   420  c o n f i g u r e d   and  o r i e n t e d   to   l o c a t e  

a n d   s e a l i n g l y   c o n t a c t   t h e   t i p   of   t h e   a i r f o i l   b l a d e   16'   w h i c h  

i s   t o   be  m a c h i n e d   b e t w e e n   t h e   c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6 .   The  t i p  

s e a l   member   420  i s   o r i e n t e d   a t   t h e   d e s i r e d   a n g l e   of   t h e  

b l a d e   t i p   to   e f f e c t   t h i s   l o c a t i n g   and  s e a l i n g   c o n t a c t  

a c t i o n .   The  t i p   s e a l   b l o c k   404  i s   m o u n t e d   to   t h e   g u i d e  

b l o c k   402  by  m u l t i p l e   m a c h i n e   s c r e w s   403  in   t a p p e d   h o l e s   4 2 2  

so  t h a t   d i f f e r e n t   t i p   s e a l   b l o c k s   404  can   be  u s e d   f o r   I B R ' s  

w i t h   d i f f e r e n t   a i r f o i l   b l a d e   d e s i g n s .  

As  shown  b e s t   in   F i g .   17,  t h e   t o p   s u r f a c e s   of  t h e  

c a t h o d e   s u p p o r t   b l o c k   180  and  c a t h o d e   h o l d e r   302  a r e   g u i d e d  

d u r i n g   c a t h o d e   m o v e m e n t   by  o p p o s i t e l y   i n c l i n e d   g u i d e  

s u r f a c e s   4 2 8 , 4 2 9   on  a  e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   c o v e r   54  w h i c h   i s  

s h o w n   in   F i g s .   1 8 - 2 1   and  i s   d e s c r i b e d   h e r e i n b e l o w .  

As  shown  b e s t   in  F i g s .   22  and  23,   t r a n s v e r s e   o p p o s i t e l y  

i n c l i n e d   c h a n n e l s   4 3 1 , 4 3 3   a r e   f o r m e d   in  t h e   s t r u c t u r e   34  b y  

c h a n n e l s   172  in  s i d e   p l a t e s   4 4 , 4 6 ,   by  t h e   g u i d e   b l o c k   4 0 4 ,  

by  t h e   g u i d e   s u r f a c e s   4 2 8 , 4 2 9   of  t h e   c o v e r   430  and  by  t h e  

i n n e r   w a l l   450  of  f r o n t   p l a t e   38  and  i n n e r   w a l l   452  of  b a c k  

or   r e a r   p l a t e   42.  As  i s   a p p a r e n t ,   t h e   c a t h o d e   ram  1 5 0 ,  



19 
0 2 2 7 2 2 7  

c a t h o d e   s u p p o r t   b l o c k   180 ,   c a t h o d e   h o l d e r   302  and  t h e  
r e s p e c t i v e   c a t h o d e   3 0 4 , 3 0 6   a t t a c h e d   t h e r e t o   move  in  t h e  

o p p o s i n g   i n c l i n e d   c h a n n e l s   4 3 1 , 4 3 3 .   Of  c o u r s e ,   c h a n n e l s  

4 3 1 , 4 3 3   i n c l i n e   t o w a r d   one  a n o t h e r   a t   a  30°  a n g l e   r e l a t i v e  
to   h o r i z o n t a l .  

E l e c t r o l y t e   f l o w   i s   i n t r o d u c e d   b e t w e e n   t h e   c a t h o d e s  
3 0 4 , 3 0 6   t h r o u g h   e l e c t r o l y t e   i n l e t   o p e n i n g   440  in   t h e   r e a r  
p l a t e   42.  As  shown  in  F i g s .   17  and  22,   t h e   i n l e t   o p e n i n g  
4  40  e x t e n d s   t r a n s v e r s e   to   t h e   d i r e c t i o n   of  c a t h o d e   m o v e m e n t  
in   c h a n n e l s   4 3 1 , 4 3 3   and  t o w a r d   t h e   w o r k i n g   f a c e s   3 3 0 , 3 5 0   o f  
t h e   c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6 .   The  e l e c t r o l y t e   f rom  i n l e t   o p e n i n g  
440  f l o w s   b e t w e e n   t h e   c a t h o d e   w o r k i n g   f a c e s   3 3 0 , 3 5 0   a n d  
l a t e r a l   s i d e s   1 8 , 2 0   of  t h e   a i r f o i l   b l a d e   b e i n g   m a c h i n e d   a n d  
i n t o   d e p e n d i n g   d r a i n   h o l e   60  in  f r o n t   p l a t e   38  d u r i n g  
m o v e m e n t   of  t h e   c a t h o d e s   f rom  t h e   s t a r t   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n  
to   t h e   f i n i s h   p o s i t i o n .   I n t i m a t e   c o n t a c t   b e t w e e n   g u i d e  
b l o c k   408  and  g u i d e   s u r f a c e s   4 2 8 , 4 2 9   and  t h e   c a t h o d e   s u p p o r t  
b l o c k ,   c a t h o d e   h o l d e r   and  c a t h o d e s   p r e v e n t   e l e c t r o l y t e  
l e a k a g e   t h e r e p a s t   d u r i n g   t h e   ECM  p r o c e s s   when  t h e   c a t h o d e s  

move  f rom  t h e   s t a r t   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   to   t he   f i n i s h  

p o s i t i o n s   as  w i l l   be  e x p l a i n e d .   S i m i l a r l y ,   c o n t a c t   b e t w e e n  
i n n e r   w a l l   450  and  t h e   c a t h o d e   s u p p o r t   b l o c k   and  c a t h o d e  
h o l d e r   p r e v e n t   e l e c t r o l y t e   l e a k a g e   t h e r e p a s t .  

H o w e v e r ,   b e t w e e n   t he   i n n e r   w a l l   452  of  t h e   r e a r   p l a t e  
42  and  r e a r   s u r f a c e s   of  t h e   c a t h o d e   s u p p o r t   b l o c k ,   c a t h o d e  
h o l d e r   and  c a t h o d e s   i s   a  c l e a r a n c e   s p a c e   460  w h i c h   i s  
s u b s t a n t i a l   ( e . g .   1  i n c h )   to   p r o v i d e   f o r   t h e   Y - a x e s   c a t h o d e  
m o v e m e n t .   In  o r d e r   to   s e a l   o f f   t h i s   s p a c e   460  and  a l s o   t o  
d i r e c t   and  fo rm  an  e l e c t r o l y t e   f l o w   p a t h   t o w a r d   t he   a i r f o i l  

b l a d e ,   f i r s t   and  s e c o n d   s e a l i n g   p i s t o n s   4 7 0 , 4 7 2   a re   m o v a b l y  
m o u n t e d   on  t h e   r e a r   p l a t e   42  f o r   m o v e m e n t   t r a n s v e r s e  
( o r t h o g o n a l )   to   c h a n n e l s   4 3 1 , 4 3 3   to   s e a l i n g l y   e n g a g e   t h e  
f l a t   r e a r   s i d e s   of   t h e   c a t h o d e   s u p p o r t   b l o c k ,   c a t h o d e   h o l d e r  
and  c a t h o d e s   to   p r e v e n t   e l e c t r o l y t e   l e a k a g e   t h e r e p a s t   d u r i n g  
m a c h i n i n g .   The  s e a l i n g   p i s t o n s   a r e   i d e n t i c a l   e x c e p t   t h a t  
c e r t a i n   f e a t u r e s   a r e   s p a t i a l l y   r e v e r s e d   as  shown.   As  b e s t  
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s e e n   i n   F i g .   11,   a  b o t t o m   i n c l i n e d   s i d e   471  of   e a c h   s e a l i n g  

p i s t o n   s i d e s   on  b l o c k   402  w h e r e a s   a  t o p   i n c l i n e d   s i d e   4 7 3  

r i d e s   on  g u i d e s   s u r f a c e s   228  d u r i n g   s u c h   t r a n s v e r s e  

m o v e m e n t .   The  f r o n t   s u r f a c e s   475  of   t h e   s e a l i n g   p i s t o n s   a r e  

>  f l a t ,   p l a n a r   to   s e a l i n g l y   c o n t a c t   t h e   r e a r   f l a t   s u r f a c e   o f  

e a c h   c a t h o d e   3 0 4 , 3 0 6 .   The  s e a l i n g   p i s t o n s   4 7 0 , 4 7 2   c a r r y i n g  

a  p a i r   o f   o - r i n g   s e a l s   474  and  a r e   a c t u a t e d   t o   s l i d e   in   t h e  

t r a n s v e r s e   d i r e c t i o n   by  f i r s t   and  s e c o n d   h y d r a u l i c   or  f l u i d  

c y l i n d e r s   480  m o u n t e d   on  t h e   o u t s i d e   of   t h e   r e a r   p l a t e   4 2 .  

10  The  p i s t o n   r o d s   484  of   t h e   c y l i n d e r   a r e   c o n n e c t e d   to   s h a f t s  

428  a t t a c h e d   to   t h e   s e a l i n g   p i s t o n s .  

As  s t a t e d   a b o v e   and  h e r e a f t e r ,   t h e   c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6   a n d  

c a t h o d e   h o l d e r s   a r e   p o s i t i o n e d   in  t h e   f u l l y   f o r w a r d   r i g h t  

L5  a n d   l e f t   Y - a x i s   p o s i t i o n s   as  shown  in   F i g .   22  a g a i n s t   i n n e r  

w a l l   450  of   f r o n t   p l a t e   38  a t   t h e   i n c e p t i o n   of   ECM  m a c h i n i n g  

( a t   t h e   c a t h o d e   s t a r t   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n ,   F i g .   45)  b y  

a d v a n c i n g   t h e   c a t h o d e s   a l o n g   t h e i r   r e s p e c t i v e   s l i d e s   9 4 , 9 6 .  

I t   c a n   be  s e e n   t h a t   t h e   s e a l i n g   p i s t o n s   c l o s e   o f f   t h e  

20  c h a n n e l s   4 3 1 , 4 3 3   b e t w e e n   t h e   i n n e r   w a l l   452  of   b a c k   p l a t e   42  

a n d   t h e   r e a r   s i d e s   of  t h e   c a t h o d e s   and  c a t h o d e   h o l d e r s .   T h e  

s e a l i n g   p i s t o n s   a r e   moved  i n t o   s u c h   s e a l i n g   e n g a g e m e n t   s h o w n  

w h e n   t h e   c a t h o d e s   a r e   p l a c e d   in   t h e   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   f r o m  

t h e   c o o r d i n a t e d   p o s i t i o n   as  d e s c r i b e d   b e l o w   p r i o r   t o  

25  a d v a n c e m e n t   of  t h e   c a t h o d e s   t o w a r d   one  a n o t h e r   and  t he   b l a d e  

16 '   a l o n g   t h e   r e s p e c t i v e   r i g h t   and  l e f t   X - a x e s   and  t u r n   o n  

of   e l e c t r o l y t e   f l o w   f rom  i n l e t   4 4 0 .  

E l e c t r o l y t e   i s   s u p p l i e d   to   i n l e t   o p e n i n g   440  u n d e r   h i g h  
30  p r e s s u r e   by  a  c o n v e n t i o n a l   pump  ( n o t   shown)  and  e l e c t r o l y t e  

t a n k   ( n o t   shown)  . 

R e f e r r i n g   to   F i g s .   1 8 - 2 1 ,   t h e   c o v e r   54  f o r   t h e  

e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r -   f o r m i n g   s t r u c t u r e   34  i s   shown  i n c l u d i n g  

35  a  t o p   p l a t e   500  and  i n s e r t s   5 0 2 , 5 0 4   and  506  f a s t e n e d   t h e r e t o  

by  m a c h i n e   s c r e w s   as  shown  w i t h   a  s e a l i n g   member  510  

e x t e n d i n g   t h e r e b e t w e e n   as  s h o w n .   Top  p l a t e   500  and  i n s e r t s  

5 0 2 , 5 0 4 , 5 0 6   a r e   made  of   G10  g l a s s / e p o x y   m a t e r i a l .  
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I t   i s   a p p a r e n t   t h a t   a f o r e m e n t i o n e d   g u i d e   s u r f a c e  

4 2 8 , 2 9 9   a r e   p r o v i d e d   on  i n s e r t s   5 0 2 , 5 0 4 ,   r e s p e c t i v e l y .   I t  

i s   a l s o   a p p a r e n t   t h a t   t o p   p l a t e   500  i n c l u d e s   a  g e n e r a l l y  

r e c t a n g u l a r   r e c e s s   520  when  v i e w   in  p l a n   and  t h a t   s m a l l e r  

r e c e s s e s   522  and  524  c o n s t i t u t i n g   o p e n i n g   56  a r e   d i s p o s e d   i n  

t h e   b o t t o m   of  r e c e s s   520  t h r o u g h   t o p   p l a t e   500  and  i n s e r t s  

5 0 2 , 5 0 4 , 5 0 6 .   R e c e s s e s   522  and  524  a r e   g e n e r a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r  

in   p l a n   and  g e n e r a l l y   s e m i - c i r c u l a r   in   e l e v a t i o n   as  s h o w n .  

D i s p o s e d   in  t h e   b o t t o m   of   r e c e s s   520  o u t w a r d l y   of   and  a r o u n d  

r e c e s s e s   5 2 2 , 5 2 4   i s   a  s e a l   530  f o r   p u r p o s e s   to   be  e x p l a i n e d .  

The  c o v e r   54  i s   f a s t e n e d   to   t h e   t o p   of  t h e   s t r u c t u r e   34 

by  m u l t i p l e   m a c h i n e   s c r e w s   532.   When  so  f a s t e n e d ,   r e c e s s  

52  4  is   a d a p t e d   to   r e c e i v e   a  p o r t i o n   of   t h e   hub  12  of  t h e   I B R  

10  w h e r e a s   r e c e s s   522  i s   a d a p t e d   to   r e c e i v e   t h e   s e v e r a l  

a i r f o i l   b l a d e s   16  p r o j e c t i n g   r a d i a l l y   f rom  t h e   hub .   As  i s  

a p p a r e n t ,   r e c e s s   522  o p e n s   a t   t h e   b o t t o m   to   t h e   e l e c t r o l y t e  

c h a m b e r   36  so  t h a t   t h o s e   b l a d e s   p r o j e c t   i n t o   t h e   c h a m b e r .  

R e c e s s   522  i s   i n t r i c a t e l y   c o n f i g u r e d   as  shown  t o   a c c o m m o d a t e  

t h e   t w i s t e d   a i r f o i l   b l a d e s   of  t h e   IBR  and  i t s   c o n f i g u r a t i o n  

may  v a r y   d e p e n d i n g   upon   t h e   IBR  and  IBR  b l a d e s   b e i n g  

m a c h i n e d .   I n s e r t s   5 0 2 , 5 0 4 , 5 0 6   a r e   r e p l a c e a b l e   w i t h   o t h e r s  

of  d i f f e r e n t   s h a p e   to   a c c o m m o d a t e   o t h e r   I B R ' s .   From  F i g s .  

18  and  37,  i t   i s   a p p a r e n t   t h a t   i n s e r t s   5 0 4 , 5 0 6   a r e   s h a p e d   t o  

p r o v i d e   an  e l e c t r o l y t e   f l ow  c h a n n e l   540  w h i c h   n a r r o w s   as  i t  

a p p r o a c h e s   b l a d e   16'   to  be  m a c h i n e d .   L i k e w i s e ,   i n s e r t s  

5 0 2 , 5 0 4 , 5 0 6   fo rm  an  e l e c t r o l y t e   d i s c h a r g e   c h a n n e l   542  w h i c h  

w i d e n s   to  c o n v e y   e l e c t r o l y t e   to   d r a i n   6 0 .  

A  c h a m b e r   550  i s   t h u s   p r o v i d e d   by  t h e   t o p   p l a t e   500  a n d  

i n s e r t s   5 0 2 , 5 0 4 , 5 0 6   i n t o   w h i c h   t h e   c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6   can   b e  

moved  on  o p p o s i t e   s i d e s   1 8 , 2 0   of  t h e   b l a d e   16  b e i n g  

m a c h i n e d .   The  end  s t r o k e   f i n i s h   p o s i t i o n   ( s e e   F i g .   46)  o f  

t h e   c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6   in  t h i s   c h a m b e r   i s   i l l u s t r a t e d   in  F i g .  

1 7 .  

As  shown  in  F i g s .   5,  6  and  9,  t he   C - s h a p e d   f r a m e   32  

i n c l u d e s   a  p a i r   of   p a r a l l e l   v e r t i c a l   s l i d e w a y s   600  on  w h i c h  
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a  p a i r   of   p a r a l l e l   v e r t i c a l   s l i d e s   602  a r e   s l i d a b l y   m o u n t e d .  

V e r t i c a l   s l i d e s   602  a r e   a f f i x e d   to   a  s u p p o r t   s t r u c t u r e   6 0 4  

c o m p r i s i n g   v e r t i c a l   r e a r   s u p p o r t   member   606 ,   u p p e r  

h o r i z o n t a l   s u p p o r t   member   608  and  l o w e r   h o r i z o n t a l   s u p p o r t  

member  610 .   A  p a i r   v e r t i c a l   s t i f f   e n e r   m e m b e r   612  e x t e n d  

t o w a r d   t h e   f r o n t   of   t h e   m a c h i n e   b e t w e e n   h o r i z o n t a l   m e m b e r s  

6 0 8 , 6 1 0 .   As  a  r e s u l t   of   b e i n g   m o u n t e d   to   s l i d e s   602 ,   t h e  

s u p p o r t   s t r u c t u r e   604  i s   m o v a b l e   in   t h e   v e r t i c a l   or   Z - a x i s  

or  d i r e c t i o n .   The  Z - a x i s   s l i d e s   and  s u p p o r t   s t r u c t u r e   a r e  

moved  v e r t i c a l l y   by  m e a n s   of  a  b a l l   s c r e w   611  d r i v e n   by  a  DC 

s e r v o m o t o r   6 1 3 .   In  p a r t i c u l a r ,   a  worm  g e a r   614  on  t h e   m o t o r  

o u t p u t   s h a f t   616  d r i v e s   a  worm  w h e e l   618  on  a  d r i v e   s h a f t  

620  k e y e d   to   t h e   u p p e r   end  of  t h e   b a l l   s c r e w   611.   A  b a l l  

n u t   622  i s   a f f i x e d   on  h o r i z o n t a l   s u p p o r t   member   608  t o  

c o m p l e t e   t h e   d r i v e   m e c h a n i s m   f o r   t h e   Z - a x i s   s l i d e .  

The  s u p p o r t   s t r u c t u r e   604  p i v o t a l l y   c a r r i e s   a  y o k e  

a s s e m b l y   630  on  w h i c h   t h e   IBR  i s   c a r r i e d .   In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  

yoke   a s s e m b l y   630  i n c l u d e s   a  h o r i z o n t a l   y o k e   member   632 ,   a  

r e a r   v e r t i c a l   y o k e   member   634  and  a  f r o n t   v e r t i c a l   y o k e  

member   636 .   As  shown  b e s t   in  F i g .   9,  t h e   h o r i z o n t a l   y o k e  

member   632  i s   p i v o t a l l y   s u p p o r t e d   r e l a t i v e   to   l o w e r  

h o r i z o n t a l   s u p p o r t   member   610  by  a  f l a n g e d   c y l i n d r i c a l   p i v o t  

p i n   638  e x t e n d i n g   t h e r e t h r o u g h   as  s h o w n .   P i v o t   p i n   638  i s  

c l a m p e d   a g a i n s t   a n g u l a r   m o v e m e n t   by  c l a m p   c o l l a r   640  a n d  

m a c h i n e   s c r e w s   642  e n g a g i n g   r i n g   member   644  a r o u n d   t h e   u p p e r  

end  of   t h e   p i v o t   p i n .   The  y o k e   a s s e m b l y   630  can   b e  

a n g u l a r l y   a d j u s t e d   f o r   r e a s o n s   to   be  e x p l a i n e d   by  l o o s e n i n g  

m a c h i n e   s c r e w s   6 4 2 ,   r o t a t i n g   t h e   y o k e   a s s e m b l y   300 ,   p i v o t  

p i n   638  and   c o l l a r   640  t h e   d e s i r e d   d e g r e e s   and  t h e n  

t i g h t e n i n g   t h e   m a c h i n e   s c r e w s   642  to   r e l e a s a b l y   l o c k   t h e  

a d j u s t e d   p o s i t i o n   of  t h e   yoke   a s s e m b l y .  

P o s i t i o n e d   b e t w e e n   t he   h o r i z o n t a l   y o k e   member   632  a n d  

l o w e r   s u p p o r t   member   610  and  f a s t e n e d   to   t h e   l a t t e r   i s   a n  

i n s u l a t o r   p l a t e   646  of  e l e c t r i c a l   i n s u l a t i n g   m a t e r i a l   s u c h  

as  w e l l   known  G-10  g l a s s   / e p o x y   c o m p o s i t e   m a t e r i a l   to   p r e v e n t  

e l e c t r i c a l   c u r r e n t   f l o w   to  t he   s u p p o r t   s t r u c t u r e   6 0 4 .  
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m e   c e n t e r l i n e   or  p i v o t   a x i s   of   t h e   p i v o t   p i n   638  i s  
c o a x i a l   w i t h   t h e   l i n e   of   i n t e r s e c t i o n   of  t h e   m a c h i n e   c e n t e r  
p l a n e   P  and  c a t h o d e   c e n t e r   p l a n e   CC  as  w e l l   as  c e n t e r l i n e   o f  
b l a d e   16'   b e i n g   m a c h i n e d .  

The  y o k e   a s s e m b l y   630  c a r r i e s   and  s u p p o r t s   a n  
e l e c t r i c a l l y   c o n d u c t i v e   r o t a r y   a r b o r   650  and  i n d e x e r   s t u b  
s h a f t   652  b e t w e e n   t h e   f r o n t   and  r e a r   v e r t i c a l   yoke  m e m b e r s  
634  ,636  as  shown  b e s t   in  F i g s .   26  and  28.  In  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
t h e   f r o n t   end  6 5 0 a   of  t h e   a r b o r   s h a f t   i s   r e c e i v e d   in  a n  
e l e c t r i c a l   i n s u l a t i n g   b u s h i n g   656  in  t h e   v e r t i c a l   y o k e  
member   636 .   The  r e a r   end  of  t h e   a r b o r   i s   r e c e i v e d   a n d  
r e l e a s a b l y   r e t a i n e d   by  key  659  in   t h e   c o p p e r   s o c k e t   m e m b e r  
660  a t t a c h e d   t o   c o p p e r   i n d e x e r   s h a f t   652  f o r   i n c r e m e n t a l  
r o t a r y   i n d e x i n g   of   t h e   a r b o r   by  t h e   i n d e x e r   s h a f t .   I n d e x e r  
s h a f t   652  i s   in   t u r n   a t t a c h e d   and  k e y e d   by  key  671  to   a  
d r i v e   s h a f t   6 7 3 .   The  o u t p u t   s h a f t   653a  of  a  c o n v e n t i o n a l  

g e a r   r e d u c e r   i s   a t t a c h e d   and  k e y e d   by  key  675  to   t h e   d r i v e  
s h a f t   673  w h i c h   i s   made  of  e l e c t r i c a l   i n s u l a t i n g   m a t e r i a l   t o  
e l e c t r i c a l l y   i s o l a t e   t h e   g e a r   r e d u c e r   653  and  i n d e x i n g   m o t o r  
670  f rom  t h e   i n d e x e r   s h a f t .  

The  s o c k e t   member   660  i n c l u d e s   a  p l u r a l i t y   of  r a d i a l  
s l o t s   662  i n t o   w h i c h   a  l o c k i n g   p l u n g e r   664  of  a  c y l i n d e r   6 6 6  
i s   r e c e i v e d   to   r e l e a s a b l y   l ock   t he   a n g u l a r   p o s i t i o n   of  t h e  
a r b o r .   In  l i e u   of   s l o t s   662  and  p l u n g e r   664  ,  the   a n g u l a r  
p o s i t i o n   of  t h e   a r b o r   can  be  s e t   by  i n d e x i n g   t h e   a r b o r   w i t h  
a  n u m e r i c a l l y   c o n t r o l l e d   s e r v o m o t o r .  

The  i n d e x e r   s h a f t   652  i s   d r i v e n   in  a n g u l a r   i n c r e m e n t s  
by  t h e   o u t p u t   s h a f t   of  t he   g e a r   r e d u c e r   653  w h i c h   is   d r i v e n  
by  D.  C.  m o t o r   6 7 0 ,   F i g s .   5  and  3 8 - 4 0 .   E l e c t r i c a l   bus   b a r  
676  c a r r i e s   D.C.   e l e c t r i c a l   c u r r e n t   f o r   t he   ECM  p r o c e s s   f r o m  
a  s u p p l y   to  a  f r a m e   678  on  w h i c h   t he   g e a r   r e d u c e r   i s  
m o u n t e d ,   F i g s .   3 8 - 4 0 .   The  b u s s   676  i s   m o u n t e d   to  c o p p e r  
s u p p o r t   f r a m e   678  by  b r a s s   b u s s   r e t a i n e r   677  h a v i n g   h u b  
6 7 7 a .   The  D.C.   e l e c t r i c a l   c u r r e n t   of  p r o p e r   p o l a r i t y   t o  
make  t he   IBR  an  a n o d e   p a s s e s   t h r o u g h   t h e   f r ame   678  a n d  
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t h r o u g h   i n d e x e r   s h a f t   652  to   t h e   a r b o r   650  on  w h i c h   t h e   I B R  

i s   s u p p o r t e d .   I n d e x e r   s h a f t   652  i s   e l e c t r i c a l l y   i n s u l a t e d  

f r o m   t h e   y o k e   a s s e m b l y   630  by  b u s h i n g   686 .   To  i n s u r e   g o o d  

e l e c t r i c a l   c o n t a c t   b e t w e e n   t h e   i n d e x e r   s h a f t   and  b u s s   b a r  

6 7 6 ,   a  c o p p e r   c l a m p   681  ( F i g .   41)  i s   m o u n t e d   by  m a c h i n e  

s c r e w s   679  on  c o p p e r   s u p p o r t   f r a m e   678  and  c o p p e r   s i d e   r a i l s  

6 7 8 a .   The  c l a m p   681  h a s   s l o t   681a   b e t w e e n   u p p e r   and  l o w e r  

a r m s   6 8 1 b ,   c  and  can   f l e x   a b o u t   a p e r t u r e   6 8 1 d .   A  t h r e a d e d  

n u t   683  i s   c a r r i e d   in  a n o t h e r   s l o t   681g  of   t h e   c l a m p .   T h e  

d o u b l e - a c t i n g   c y l i n d e r   680  i n c l u d e s   t h r e a d e d   h o u s i n g   6 8 0 a  

m o u n t e d   on  u p p e r   arm  681b  of  t h e   c l a m p .   The  c y l i n d e r   6 8 0  

h a s   a  p l u n g e r   682  w i t h   t h r e a d e d   end  682a   t h r e a d a b l y   e n g a g e d  

in  n u t   683 .   A c t u a t i o n   of   a i r   c y l i n d e r   680  in   one  d i r e c t i o n  

c a u s e s   i t s   p l u n g e r   682  to   r i s e   and  t i g h t l y   f l e x i b l y   c l o s e  

c l a m p   681  a r o u n d   t h e   r e a r   end  of  c o p p e r   i n d e x e r   s h a f t   6 5 2 .  

The  c l a m p   i s   r e l e a s e d   by  r e v e r s e   a c t i o n   of   t h e   p l u n g e r   i n  

t h e   o t h e r   d i r e c t i o n   and  a l s o   t h e   r e s i l i e n t   s p r e a d i n g   a c t i o n  

of   t h e   c l a m p   a b o u t   a p e r t u r e   6 8 1 d .   T h i s   s h a f t   c l a m p i n g  

a c t i o n   a l s o   s e r v e s   as  l o c k i n g   f u n c t i o n   w i t h   r e s p e c t   t o  

l o c k i n g   t h e   r o t a r y   i n d e x e d   p o s i t i o n   of   t h e   s h a f t   652  a n d  

a r b o r   d u r i n g   t h e   ECM  p r o c e s s .   I n s u l a t o r   b l o c k s   685  a r e  

p o s i t i o n e d   b e t w e e n   c o n d u c t i v e   m o u n t i n g   p l a t e s   687  a n d  

v e r t i c a l   y o k e   member   634  to   e l e c t r i c a l l y   i n s u l a t e   D.C.   m o t o r  

6 7 0 .  

I t   i s   a p p a r e n t   t h a t   c l amp   681  i n c l u d e s   t h e   u p p e r   a n d  

l o w e r   a rms   6 8 1 b ,   c  w h i c h   d e f i n e   b o r e   6 8 1 f   t h e r e b e t w e e n   i n  

w h i c h   t h e   r e a r   end  of  i n d e x e r   s h a f t   652  i s   r e c e i v e d   f o r  

c l a m p i n g   . 

The  i n d e x e r   s h a f t   652  i s   r o t a t a b l y   m o u n t e d   in   b u s i n g  

686  in  t h e   r e a r   v e r t i c a l   yoke   member  6 3 4 .  

As  shown  b e s t   in  F i g .   26,  t he   a r b o r   650  c a r r i e s   on  i t   a  

l o c a t o r   s l e e v e   690 ,   a  c l a m p   s l e e v e   or  r i n g   692 ,   l o c k i n g   n u t  

694  and  s p a c e r   696 .   As  s e a l i n g   s h r o u d   700  i n c l u d e s   a  r e a r  

p o r t i o n   702  c a r r i e d   d i r e c t l y   on  t h e   a r b o r   and  a  f r o n t  

p o r t i o n   704  c a r r i e d   on  t he   c l amp   s l e e v e   692 .   F a s t e n e d   t o  
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t h e   r a d i a l   s h o u l d e r   690a   of  t h e   l o c a t o r   s l e e v e   690  i s   a n  

a n n u l a r   l o c k   r i n g   706  h a v i n g   l o c a t i n g   k e y s   708  ( o n l y   o n e  

s h o w n )   .  A  p l u r a l i t y   of   c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l   m a c h i n e   s c r e w s   7 0 1  

and  d o w e l   p i n s   703  e x t e n d   b e t w e e n   l o c a t o r   s l e e v e   692  a n d  

5  l o c k   r i n g   706  f o r   p r o p e r   a l i g n m e n t   t h e r e b e t w e e n .  

As  i s   a p p a r e n t ,   t h e   hub  12  of  t h e   IBR  10  r e s t s   on  t h e  

c y l i n d r i c a l   l o c a t o r   hub  706b  of  t h e   l o c a t o r   s l e e v e   706  w i t h   j 

k e y s   708  l o c a t i n g   on  r a d i a l l y   d i s p o s e d   and  c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l l y  

10  d i s p o s e d   s l o t   10a  of  t h e   IBR.  The  r a d i a l   a n n u l a r   f l a n g e  

6 9 2 a   of  t h e   c l a m p   s l e e v e   i s   b r o u g h t   up  t i g h t   a g a i n s t   t he   I B R  

hub  12  by  r o t a t i o n   of   l o c k i n g   n u t   694  to   f u r t h e r   l o c k   t h e  

p o s i t i o n   of   t h e   IBR  on  t h e   a r b o r .   S i n c e   t h e   a r b o r ,   l o c a t o r  

s l e e v e ,   c l a m p   s l e e v e   a r e   a l l   e l e c t r i c a l l y   c o n d u c t i v e ,   t h e  

15  IBR  r e c e i v e s   t he   ECM  D.C.  c u r r e n t   t h r o u g h   t h e s e   m e m b e r s  

d u r i n g   t h e   ECM  p r o c e s s .  

As  a l s o   shown  in  F i g .   26,   t h e   s e a l i n g   s h r o u d   700  m a d e  

in  p a r t   of   t h e   G10  m a t e r i a l   e n c l o s e s   t h e   IBR  e x c e p t   f o r   t h e  

20  p o r t i o n   10a  of   t h e   IBR  e x t e n d i n g   t h r o u g h   t h e   r e c t a n g u l a r  

b o t t o m   o p e n i n g   710  of   t h e   s h r o u d   f l a n g e   p o r t i o n   720.   T h e  

s h r o u d   r e a r   p o r t i o n   702  and  f r o n t   p o r t i o n   704  a r e   r e l e a s a b l y  

f a s t e n e d   t o g e t h e r   by  a  p l u r a l i t y   of  t h r e a d e d   c a p t i v e   s c r e w s  

722  s p a c e d   c i r c u m f e r e n t i a l l y   t h e r e a r o u n d .   F i g .   24.  Two 

25  g u i d e   p i n s   724  in  b u s h i n g   723  in  f r o n t   p o r t i o n   a r e   d i s p o s e d  

b e t w e e n   t h e   s h r o u d   r e a r   and  f r o n t   p o r t i o n s   to  p r o p e r  
a l i g n m e n t   t h e r e o f .   The  r e a r   p o r t i o n   and  f r o n t   p o r t i o n   o f  

t h e   s h r o u d   i n c l u d e   g e n e r a l l y   c i r c u l a r   s e a l s   7 3 0 , 7 3 2   t o  

s e a l i n g l y   e n g a g e   a n n u l a r   r i m s   10b,   10c  on  t h e   I B R .  

30  A  s e a l   734  of  c i r c u l a r   a r c   s h a p e   i s   p r o v i d e d   b e t w e e n   t h e  

f r o n t   and  r e a r   p o r t i o n s   of  t h e   s h r o u d   as  s h o w n .  

The  f r o n t   f a c e   of  t h e   f r o n t   p o r t i o n   of   t h e   s h r o u d   7 0 0  

h a s   an  o p e n i n g   721  t h r o u g h   w h i c h   t h e   a r b o r   and  c l amp   s l e e v e  

35  p a s s   and  a l s o   c a r r i e s   a  p a i r   of  h a n d l e s   740  by  w h i c h   t h e  

f r o n t   p o r t i o n   can  be  r e m o v e d   a f t e r   t h e   b o l t s   722  a r e   r e m o v e d  

to   a l l o w   t h e   IBR  to   be  r e m o v e d   f rom  t he   a r b o r   a f t e r  

m a c h i n i n g   and  new  IBR  i n s e r t e d   fo r   m a c h i n i n g .   Of  c o u r s e ,  
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l o c k i n g   n u t   694 ,   c l a m p   s l e e v e   692  and  f r o n t   v e r t i c a l   y o k e  

m e m b e r   636  a r e   r e m o v e d   to   p e r m i t   t h e   s h r o u d   f r o n t   p o r t i o n  

and   IBR  to   be  s l i p p e d   o f f   t h e   a r b o r .   F r o n t   v e r t i c a l   y o k e  

m e m b e r   636  i s   r e m o v e d   by  r e m o v i n g   m a c h i n e   s c r e w s   6 3 7 .  

The  r e a r   s h r o u d   p o r t i o n   702  i n c l u d e s   an  o p e n i n g   7 2 3  

t h r o u g h   w h i c h   a r b o r   and  l o c a t o r   s l e e v e   p a s s .  

The  b o t t o m   of   t h e   s e a l i n g   s h r o u d   700  i n c l u d e s   a  

g e n e r a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r   f l a n g e   p o r t i o n   720  ( F i g s .   2 4 - 2 5 )   w h i c h  

i s   a d a p t e d   t o   be  r e c e i v e d   in   t h e   g e n e r a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r  

r e c e s s   520  of   t o p   c o v e r   54  w i t h   c l o s e   t o l e r a n c e   once   t h e  

y o k e   a s s e m b l y   630  h a s   b e e n   p i v o t e d   a b o u t   p i v o t   p i n   638  t o  

b r i n g   t h e   IBR  l a t e r a l   c e n t e r   p l a n e   W  i n t o   c o i n c i d e n c e   w i t h  

t h e   a n g l e   of   t h e   c e n t e r   p l a n e   H  of   t h e   r e c e s s   520  a t   t h e  

w o r k p a r t   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   M.  The  r e c e s s   c e n t e r   p l a n e  

a n g l e   H  i s   s e l e c t e d   f o r   a  p a r t i c u l a r   IBR  and  b l a d e   d e s i g n   t o  

f a c i l i t a t e   a c c e s s   of   t h e   c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6   to   t h e   o p p o s i t e  

s i d e s   1 8 , 2 0   of   t h e   a i r f o i l   b l a d e   16 '   t o   be  m a c h i n e d .   S i n c e  

t h e   IBR  c e n t e r   p l a n e   W  has   b e e n   made  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

c o i n c i d e n t   w i t h   t h e   r e c e s s   c e n t e r   p l a n e   H,  t h e   Z - a x i s   s l i d e  

602  i s   l o w e r e d   t o   i n s e r t   t h e   r e c t a n g u l a r   s h r o u d   f l a n g e  

p o r t i o n   720  in   c l o s e   t o l e r a n c e   f i t   in  r e c e s s   520  w i t h   t h e  

f l a n g e   p o r t i o n   and  r e c e s s   t h u s   a c t i n g   as  f i r s t   and  s e c o n d  

l o c a t o r   means   f o r   p r e c i s e l y   p o s i t i o n i n g   t h e   a i r f o i l   b l a d e   t o  

be  m a c h i n e d   16 '   a t   t h e   w o r k p a r t   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   M  in  t h e  

e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   b e t w e e n   t h e   c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6   a t   t h e  

c a t h o d e   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n .   When  t h e   f l a n g e   p o r t i o n   i s  

r e c e i v e d   and  r e g i s t e r e d   in   r e c e s s   520 ,   t h e   hub  p o r t i o n   1 0 a  

p r o j e c t i n g   t h r o u g h   f l a n g e   o p e n i n g   710  i s   r e c e i v e d   in  r e c e s s  

524  and  t h e   b l a d e   16'   to   be  m a c h i n e   and  b l a d e s   i m m e d i a t e l y  

a d j a c e n t   t h e r e t o   and  p r o j e c t i n g   t h r o u g h   f l a n g e   o p e n i n g   7 1 0  

a r e   r e c e i v e d   in   r e c e s s   522  w i t h   amp le   c l e a r a n c e .   The  s e a l  

member   530  in  t h e   b o t t o m   of   r e c e s s   520  s e a l s   a g a i n s t   t h e  

b o t t o m   722  of  f l a n g e   p o r t i o n   720  of  t h e   s e a l i n g   s h r o u d   7 0 0  

to   p r e v e n t   h i g h   p r e s s u r e   e l e c t r o l y t e   l e a k a g e .  
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A l t e r n a t e l y   as  shown  in  F i g .   28  w h e r e   l i k e   f e a t u r e s  

b e a r   l i k e   r e f e r e n c e   n u m e r a l s   p r i m e d ,   a  s e a l   member   723 '   m a y  
be  c a r r i e d   on  t h e   b o t t o m   722 '   of  t h e   f l a n g e   p o r t i o n   720 '   o f  

s e a l i n g   s h r o u d   700  ' t o   s e a l i n g l y   e n g a g e   t h e   t o p   of   t h e   c o v e r  

5 4 * .   A  d e p e n d i n g   f l a n g e   p o r t i o n   725 '   f u n c t i o n s   as  a  l o c a t o r  

m e a n s   in  c o n j u n c t i o n   w i t h   o p e n i n g   7 2 7 '   in   t h e   c o v e r   54 '   t o  

p r e c i s e l y   p o s i t i o n   t h e   b l a d e   to   be  m a c h i n e d .  

A l t h o u g h   t h e   a r b o r   650  and  IBR  10  a r e   i n d e x a b l e   i n  

r o t a r y   i n c r e m e n t s   w i t h i n   t h e   s e a l i n g   s h r o u d   700 ,   t h e   s h r o u d  

i t s e l f   i s   f i x e d   in   p o s i t i o n   d u r i n g   s u c h   i n d e x i n g   of  t h e  

a r b o r   by  r e t a i n i n g   p l a t e   740  on  h o r i z o n t a l   yoke   member   6 3 2 .  

In  p a r t i c u l a r ,   r e t a i n i n g   p l a t e   740  i s   c l o s e l y   s p a c e d   to   a  

f l a t   700a  on  t h e   t o p   of   t h e   s e a l i n g   s h r o u d   700  and  p r e v e n t s  

s u b s t a n t i a l   r o t a t i o n   of   t h e   s h r o u d   a l t h o u g h   m i n o r   r o c k i n g  

t h e r e o f   does   o c c u r .  

In  t h e   ECM  p r o c e s s   or  m e t h o d   f o r   m a c h i n i n g   t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l   o v e r s i z e   a i r f o i l   b l a d e s   t o   f i n a l   d i m e n s i o n ,   t h e  

IBR  is   f i x t u r e d   on  a r b o r   650  w i t h   t h e   y o k e   a s s e m b l y   6 3 0  

r e t r a c t e d   u p w a r d l y   by  m o v e m e n t   of  Z - a x i s   s l i d e   602.   In  t h e  

f i x t u r e d   p o s i t i o n ,   t h e   a r b o r   650  e x t e n d s   t h r o u g h   t h e   c e n t r a l  

m o u n t i n g   h o l e   14  of   t h e   IBR  and  t h r o u g h   t h e   r e s p e c t i v e   h o l e s  

in  r e a r   p o r t i o n   702  and  f r o n t   p o r t i o n   704  of  t h e   s e a l i n g  

s h r o u d   and  i s   c l a m p e d   as  shown  b e s t   in  F i g .   26.  I n d e x e r  

s h a f t   652  i s   i n d e x e d   by  m o t o r   670  to   a  s o - c a l l e d   n u m b e r   1 

p o s i t i o n   to   p l a c e   an  i n d i v i d u a l   a i r f o i l   b l a d e   16'   in  t h e  

c e n t r a l   d e p e n d i n g   p o s i t i o n   w i t h   i t s   c e n t e r l i n e   F  in  t h e  

m a c h i n e   c e n t e r   p l a n e   P  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   on  t h e   l i n e   o f  

i n t e r s e c t i o n   of  p l a n e   P  w i t h   c a t h o d e   c e n t e r   p l a n e s   CC  a t   t h e  

w o r k p a r t   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   M  r e a d y   f o r   i n s e r t i o n   in  t h e  

e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   36  b e t w e e n   c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6   as  d e s c r i b e d  

b e l o w .   Of  c o u r s e ,   a i r f o i l   b l a d e s   1 6 ' '   and  1 6 ' ' '   i m m e d i a t e l y  

a d j a c e n t   b l a d e   16'  to   be  m a c h i n e d   d e p e n d   d o w n w a r d l y   as  s h o w n  

in  F i g .   4 2 .  

The  yoke   a s s e m b l y   630  i s   p i v o t e d   a b o u t   p i v o t   p i n   6 3 8  

w i t h   s c r e w   642  and  c o l l a r   640  l o o s e n e d   to   p l a c e   t h e   l a t e r a l  
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c e n t e r   p l a n e   W  of   t h e   IBR  a t   a  s e l e c t e d   a n g u l a r   r e l a t i o n  

( a n g l e   B)  to   t h e   m a c h i n e   c e n t e r   p l a n e   P  ( F i g .   3)  and  to   t h e  

c a t h o d e   c e n t e r   p l a n e s   CC  a t   t h e   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   M  a n d  

c a t h o d e   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   to   f a c i l i t a t e   a c c e s s   to   t h e   b l a d e  

16 '   by  t h e   c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6   and  t o   p l a c e   t h e   l o c a t i n g   f l a n g e  

720  o f   t h e   s e a l i n g   s h r o u d   700  a t   t h e   r e q u i r e d   a n g l e   f o r  

r e g i s t r y   w i t h   l o c a t i n g   r e c e s s   520  of   t h e   t o p   c o v e r   54  of   t h e  

s t r u c t u r e   34.  The  p i v o t e d   a n g u l a r   p o s i t i o n   of   t h e   y o k e  

a s s e m b l y   630  i s   r e l e a s a b l y   l o c k e d   by  t i g h t e n i n g   s c r e w s   6 4 2  

0  on  c o l l a r   6 4 0 .  

When  t h e   Z - a x i s   s l i d e   602  i s   a t   t h e   f u l l y   r e t r a c e d   h o m e  

p o s i t i o n   f o r   f i x t u r i n g   t h e   IBR  t h e r e o n ,   t h e   r i g h t   X - a x i s   r a m  

and   l e f t   X - a x i s   ram  150  a r e   f u l l y   r e t r a c t e d   to   a  h o m e  

5  p o s i t i o n   in  t h e   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   w h e r e i n   b o t h   c a t h o d e s  

3 0 4 , 3 0 6   a r e   r e t r a c t e d   a l o n g   t h e   r e s p e c t i v e   l e f t   or   r i g h t  

X - a x e s   a b o u t   two  i n c h e s   f rom  m a c h i n e   c e n t e r   p l a n e   P  a t   t h e  

w o r k p a r t   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   M  to   p r o v i d e   a m p l e   c l e a r a n c e .  

S i m i l a r l y ,   t h e   r i g h t   Y - a x i s   s l i d e   and   l e f t   Y - a x i s   s l i d e s  

0  9 6 , 9 4   a r e   r e t r a c t e d   to   t h e   home  p o s i t i o n   w h e r e i n   b o t h  

c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6   a r e   r e t r a c t e d   to   t h e   r e a r   in   t h e   r e s p e c t i v e  

l e f t   or  r i g h t   Y - a x e s   to   p o s i t i o n   t h e   c a t h o d e   c e n t e r   p l a n e   CC 

a b o u t   one  i n c h   f r o m   i t s   p o s i t i o n   a t   t h e   c a t h o d e   m a c h i n i n g  

p o s i t i o n   a d j a c e n t   t h e   w o r k p a r t   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   M  w i t h  

!5  c e n t e r   p l a n e s   CC  p a r a l l e l   w i t h   i t s   p o s i t i o n   a t   t h e   c a t h o d e  

m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   to   p r o v i d e   a m p l e   c l e a r a n c e .   T h e  

e l e c t r o l y t e   v a l v e   t o   t h e   e l e c t r o l y t e   i n l e t   440  i s   c l o s e d   a n d  

D.C.   power   s u p p l y   ( n o t   shown)  i s   t u r n e d   o f f .  

50  The  m a c h i n e   s t a r t   c y c l e   c o n s i s t s   of   m o v i n g   t h e   c a t h o d e s  

3 0 4 , 3 0 6   f rom  t h e   home  p o s i t i o n   to   t h e   c o o r d i n a t e d   p o s i t i o n  

shown  in  F i g s .   42  and  44.  M o v e m e n t   of   r i g h t   c a t h o d e   3 0 6  

f rom  t he   home  p o s i t i o n   to   t h e   c o o r d i n a t e d   p o s i t i o n   i n v o l v e s  

s i m u l t a n e o u s   m o v e m e n t   a l o n g   b o t h   t h e   r i g h t   X - a x i s   and  r i g h t  

15  Y - a x i s   by  r e s p e c t i v e   r i g h t   h a n d   m o t o r s   142  and  260,   a n d  

m o v e m e n t   of  l e f t   c a t h o d e   304  f rom  t h e   home  p o s i t i o n   to   t h e  

c o o r d i n a t e d   p o s i t i o n   i n v o l v e s   s i m u l t a n e o u s   m o v e m e n t   a l o n g  

t h e   l e f t   X - a x i s   and  l e f t   Y - a x i s   by  r e s p e c t i v e   l e f t   h a n d  
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m o t o r s   142  and  280 .   A l t h o u g h   t h e   l e t t   x - a x i s   ana  x - a x i s  

m o v e m e n t   of   c a t h o d e   304  a r e   s i m u l t a n e o u s ,   t h e y   can  b e  

c a r r i e d   o u t   in   s u c c e s s i v e   s t e p s   i n s t e a d   b u t   t h i s   i s   n o t  

p r e f e r r e d .   The  same  a p p l i e s   to   t h e   m o v e m e n t   of   c a t h o d e   3 0 6  

>  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y   a l o n g   t h e   r i g h t   X - a x i s   and  Y - a x i s .  

I t   can   be  s e e n   t h a t   a t   t h e   c o o r d i n a t e d   p o s i t i o n   f o r   t h e  

p a r t i c u l a r   IBR  shown  t h a t   t h e   c a t h o d e   304  ( c o n c a v e   c a t h o d e )  

i s   p o s i t i o n e d   w i t h   a  r e f e r e n c e   c e n t e r l i n e   Rl  on  t h e   c a t h o d e  

L0  c e n t e r   p l a n e   CC  and  t h a t   c a t h o d e   306  i s   p o s i t i o n e d   w i t h   a  

r e f e r e n c e   c e n t e r l i n e   R2  d i s p l a c e d   or   o f f s e t   f rom  t he   c a t h o d e  

c e n t e r   p l a n e   CC.  R e f e r e n c e   c e n t e r l i n e s   Rl  and  R2  a r e  

r e f e r e n c e   l i n e s   t h a t   c o r r e s p o n d   to   t h e   p o s i t i o n   of  t h e  

a i r f o i l   b l a d e   v e r t i c a l   c e n t e r l i n e   F  r e l a t i v e   to   t h e   w o r k i n g  

15  f a c e s   of   c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6   a t   t h e   f i n i s h   m a c h i n e   p o s i t i o n  

shown  in  F i g .   46  and  a r e   t h e   r e f e r e n c e   l i n e s   e m p l o y e d   t o  

p r o g r a m   t h e   n e c e s s a r y   c a t h o d e   m o v e m e n t s   t o   o b t a i n   a c c e s s   t o  

and   m a c h i n e   t h e   d e s i r e d   f i n a l   d i m e n s i o n   on  t h e   a i r f o i l   b l a d e  

16 '   . 
20  

Of  c o u r s e ,   o f f s e t t i n g   of  c a t h o d e   306  in  t h e   Y - d i r e c t i o n  

i s   e f f e c t e d   by  Y - a x i s   s l i d e   96  and  i t s   d r i v e   m o t o r   142.   F o r  

t h e   p a r t i c u l a r   IBR  s h o w n ,   no  o f f s e t t i n g   of   c a t h o d e   304  a l o n g  

t h e   l e f t   Y - a x i s   i s   r e q u i r e d ,   a l t h o u g h   i t   i s   of  c o u r s e  

25  p o s s i b l e ,   to   g a i n   a c c e s s   to   t h e   c o n c a v e   s i d e   of  b l a d e   1 6 ' .  

I f   t h e   a i r f o i l   b l a d e s   16  of  t h e   IBR  a r e   i n c l i n e d   in  t h e  

o p p o s i t e   d i r e c t i o n   f rom  t h a t   shown ,   t h e n   c a t h o d e   304  w o u l d  

be  o f f s e t   and  c a t h o d e   306  w o u l d   n o t   be ;   i . e .   t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p   of  t h e   c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6   to   c a t h o d e   c e n t e r  

30  p l a n e s   CC  w o u l d   be  r e v e r s e d .  

From  t h e   c o o r d i n a t e d   p o s i t i o n   shown  in  F i g .   44,  t h e  

c a t h o d e s   a r e   b r o u g h t   to   t h e   c a t h o d e   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   s h o w n  

in  F i g .   45  a l i g n e d   on  o p p o s i t e   s i d e s   of  t h e   b l a d e   16'  at   t h e  

35  w o r k p a r t   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   M  w h i l e   t h e   Z - a x i s   s l i d e   6 0 2  

c o n c u r r e n t l y   i n s e r t s   t h e   b l a d e   16*  to   be  m a c h i n e d   a t   t h e  

m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   M  in  t h e   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   36  w i t h   t h e  

s h r o u d   700  and  l o c a t i n g   r e c e s s   520  c o o p e r a t i n g   to  p r e c i s e l y  
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p o s i t i o n   t h e   b l a d e   16 '   w i t h   i t s   c e n t e r l i n e   F  in   t h e   m a c h i n e  

c e n t e r   p l a n e   P  a t   t h e   w o r k p a r t   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   M  a n d  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   c o i n c i d e n t   w i t h   l i n e   of   i n t e r s e c t i o n   of   t h e  

p l a n e   P  and  c e n t e r l i n e   F.  The  s h r o u d   and  t o p   p l a t e   54  a l s o  

e f f e c t   s e a l i n g   t h e r e b e t w e e n   as  e x p l a i n e d   a b o v e   when  t h e  

b l a d e   16 '   and   of   c o u r s e   a d j a c e n t   b l a d e s   1 6 , , , 1 6 , , ,   a r e  

p o s i t i o n e d   in   t h e   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r .  

M o v e m e n t   o f   t h e   c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6   to   t h e   c a t h o d e  

m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   i s   i n d i c a t e d   by  a r r o w s   in  F i g s .   42  a n d  

44.   The  o p e n   c i r c l e s   in   F i g .   44  d e s i g n a t e   t h e   u l t i m a t e  

p o s i t i o n s   o f   r e f e r e n c e   c e n t e r l i n e s   Rl  and  R2  a t   t h e   c a t h o d e  

m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   shown  in  F i g .   45.   The  c a t h o d e   m a c h i n i n g  

p o s i t i o n   o f   Rl  and  R2  r e l a t i v e   to   c e n t e r l i n e   F  of  t h e  

a i r f o i l   b l a d e   16 '   i s   shown  in   F i g .   4 5 .  

I t   i s   c l e a r   t h a t   t h e   c a t h o d e   306  h a s   b e e n   moved  in  b o t h  

r i g h t   X - a x i s   and  Y - a x i s   d i r e c t i o n s   t o   a r r i v e   a t   t h e   r i g h t  

c a t h o d e   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   s h o w n .   T y p i c a l l y ,   m o v e m e n t   o f  

c a t h o d e   306  in   b o t h   t h e s e   d i r e c t i o n s   o c c u r s   s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  

by  s i m u l t a n e o u s   a c t u a t i o n   of  r i g h t   d r i v e   m o t o r   142  f o r   r i g h t  

ram  150  and   r i g h t   d r i v e   m o t o r   260  f o r   s l i d e   96  c a r r y i n g  

r i g h t   c a t h o d e   s u p p o r t   102.   I t   i s   a l s o   c l e a r   t h a t   c a t h o d e  

304  h a s   moved   o n l y   in  t h e   l e f t   X - d i r e c t i o n   w i t h   no  l e f t  

Y - d i r e c t i o n   m o v e m e n t .   M o v e m e n t   of   t h e   c a t h o d e   304  t h u s l y  

o c c u r s   c o n c u r r e n t l y   w i t h   t h e   b i - d i r e c t i o n a l   m o v e m e n t   o f  

c a t h o d e   306  as  w e l l   as  c o n c u r r e n t l y   w i t h   d o w n w a r d   v e r t i c a l  

m o v e m e n t   of   Z - a x i s   s l i d e   602  to   p o s i t i o n   b l a d e   16'   in  t h e  

e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   36.  A l t h o u g h   r e c t i l i n e a r   b i - d i r e c t i o n a l  

m o v e m e n t   of   c a t h o d e   306  i s   s h o w n ,   i t   w i l l   be  a p p a r e n t   t h a t  

d e p e n d i n g   on  IBR  d e s i g n ,   t h e   b i - d i r e c t i o n a l   m o v e m e n t   o f  

c a t h o d e   306  may  be  a  c u r v i l i n e a r   p a t h   to   a c c e s s   t h e   b l a d e   t o  

be  m a c h i n e d   and  o b t a i n e d   by  s u i t a b l e   a c t u a t i o n   of  t h e   d r i v e  

m o t o r s   f o r   t h e   c a t h o d e   ram  and  s l i d e .  

D u r i n g   t h i s   s i m u l t a n e o u s   m o v e m e n t   of   t h e   b l a d e   16'  o n  
Z - a x i s   s l i d e   602  and  c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6   to   t h e   c a t h o d e  

m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n ,   t h e   b l a d e s   1  6  *  '  ,  16  '  '  '  i m m e d i a t e l y  
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a d j a c e n t   b l a d e   16 '   a r e   r e c e i v e d   in   p o c k e t s   3 4 0 , 3 6 2   of   t h e  

c a t h o d e s   3 0 6 , 3 0 4 ,   r e s p e c t i v e l y ,   as  i l l u s t r a t e d   in  F i g .   45  

w i t h   t h e   a d j a c e n t   b l a d e s   n o t   c o n t a c t i n g   t h e   c a t h o d e s   3 0 6 , 3 0 4  

in  w h o s e   p o c k e t s   t h e y   a r e   r e c e i v e d .  

D u r i n g   m o v e m e n t   of   t h e   c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6   f r o m   t h e  

c o o r d i n a t e d   p o s i t i o n   t o   t h e   c a t h o d e   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n ,   t h e  

s e a l i n g   p i s t o n s   470  a r e   e a c h   a c t u a t e d   by  t h e i r   r e s p e c t i v e  

f l u i d   c y l i n d e r s   480  t o   move  in  c o o r d i n a t i o n   w i t h   c a t h o d e s  

3 0 4 , 3 0 6   in  t h e   g e n e r a l   Y - d i r e c t i o n   t o w a r d   t h e   f r o n t   o f   t h e  

c h a m b e r   36  to   e n g a g e   and  f o l l o w   t he   c a t h o d e   m o v e m e n t   to   t h e  

c a t h o d e   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n .   A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   t h e   s e a l i n g  

p i s t o n s   can   be  a c t u a t e d   to   s e a l i n g l y   e n g a g e   t h e   c a t h o d e s  

a f t e r   t h e y   a r e   p o s i t i o n e d   a t   t h e   c a t h o d e   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n  

of  F i g .   4 5 .  

Once  t h e   c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6   and  b l a d e   16'   ( Z - a x i s   s l i d e  

602)  a r e   p o s i t i o n e d   a t   t h e   c a t h o d e   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n ,   D . C .  

p o w e r   i s   s u p p l i e d   t o   a n o d e   b u s s   676  and  h e n c e   to   t h e   IBR  a n d  

b l a d e   16'   and  c a t h o d e   b u s s e s   121  ( r i g h t   and  l e f t )   and  h e n c e  

to   c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6 .   C o p p e r   c l a m p   681  i s   a c t u a t e d   b y  

c y l i n d e r   680  to   t i g h t l y   g r i p   i n d e x e r   s h a f t   652  t o   i n s u r e  

good   e l e c t r i c a l   c o n d u c t i v i t y   t h e r e b e t w e e n   and  a l s o   f u r t h e r  

l o c k   t h e   p o s i t i o n   of   t h e   i n d e x e r   s h a f t .   And,  u p p e r   a n d  

l o w e r   c l a m p   c y l i n d e r s   230  a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   t h e   l e f t   and  r i g h t  

Y - a x i s   s l i d e s   9 4 , 9 6   a r e   a c t u a t e d   to   c l a m p   t h e   s l i d e s   9 4 , 9 6  

as  d e s c r i b e d   h e r e i n a b o v e   in  t h e   Y - a x i s   p o s i t i o n   a t   t h e  

c a t h o d e   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n .   The  e l e c t r o l y t e   v a l v e   i s   t h e n  

o p e n e d   to   i n t r o d u c e   f l o w i n g   h i g h   p r e s s u r e   e l e c t r o l y t e ;   e . g .  

an  a q u e o u s   s a l i n e   s o l u t i o n ,   t h r o u g h   e l e c t r o l y t e   i n l e t   4 4 0 .  

From  t h e   c a t h o d e   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   shown  in  F i g .   4 5 ,  

t h e   c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6   a r e   a d v a n c e d   a l o n g   t h e i r   r e s p e c t i v e  

l e f t   and  r i g h t   X - a x e s   t o w a r d   one  a n o t h e r   and  t o w a r d   t h e  

r e s p e c t i v e   s i d e s   1 8 , 2 0   of  t h e   b l a d e   1 6 ' ,   w i t h   a d j a c e n t  

b l a d e s   1 6 ' ' ,   1 6 * ' '   r e m a i n i n g   in  t h e   c a t h o d e   p o c k e t s   o u t   o f  

c o n t a c t   to  r e m o v e   t h e   o v e r s i z e   or  e n v e l o p e   E  on  t h e   b l a d e  

16'   ( s i d e s   1 8 , 2 0 )   as  w e l l   as  m a c h i n e   t he   l e a d i n g   a n d  
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t r a i l i n g   e d g e s ,   f i l l e t   r a d i i   and  p l a t f o r m s   to   f i n a l  

d i m e n s i o n .   The  c a t h o d e   f i n i s h   p o s i t i o n   of  t h e   c a t h o d e s   i s  

s h o w n   in   F i g .   46  w h e r e   i t   i s   e v i d e n t   t h a t   t h e   r e f e r e n c e  

c e n t e r l i n e s   Rl  and   R2  a r e   c o i n c i d e n t   w i t h   t h e   f i n i s h  

m a c h i n e d   b l a d e   c e n t e r l i n e   F  a t   t h e   w o r k p a r t   m a c h i n i n g  

p o s i t i o n   M.  A d v a n c e m e n t   of   c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6   a l o n g   t h e i r  

X - a x e s   i s   a t   a  s l o w e r   f e e d   r a t e   t h a n   a d v a n c e m e n t   t o   t h e  

c a t h o d e   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   f r o m   t h e   c o o r d i n a t e d   p o s i t i o n .  

D u r i n g   t h e   m a c h i n i n g   p r o c e s s   when  t h e   c a t h o d e s   m o v e  

f r o m   t h e   c a t h o d e   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   of  F i g .   45  t o   t h e  

c a t h o d e   f i n i s h   p o s i t i o n   of   F i g .   46,  h i g h   p r e s s u r e  

e l e c t r o l y t e   c o n t i n u o u s l y   d i s c h a r g e s   f rom  i n l e t   440  and   i s  

g u i d e d   by  t h e   s e a l i n g   p i s t o n s   470  p r o v i d i n g   a  f l o w   p a t h  

t o w a r d   t h e   b l a d e   16 '   and  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   p r e v e n t e d   f r o m  

b y - p a s s i n g   t h e   c a t h o d e s   on  t h e   r e a r   s i d e   t h e r e o f   by  t h e  

s e a l i n g   e n g a g e m e n t   of   t h e   s e a l i n g   p i s t o n s   a g a i n s t   t h e   r e a r  

s i d e s   o f   t h e   c a t h o d e s .   A l s o ,   t h e   t i p   of   t h e   b l a d e   16 '   i s  

p o s i t i o n e d   a g a i n s t   t i p   s e a l   420  to   f u r t h e r   m i n i m i z e  

e l e c t r o l y t e   b y - p a s s i n g   a c t i o n .  

D u r i n g   a d v a n c e m e n t   of  t h e   c a t h o d e s   f rom  t h e   c a t h o d e  

m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   t o   t h e   c a t h o d e   f i n i s h   p o s i t i o n ,   t h e  

e l e c t r i c a l   i n s u l a t i n g   l a y e r s   3 4 0 a ,   362a  in  e a c h   p o c k e t  

3 4 0 , 3 6 2   of  t h e   c a t h o d e s   p r e v e n t   s t r a y   e l e c t r i c a l   c u r r e n t s  

f r o m   f l o w i n g   t h r o u g h   s t a g n a n t   e l e c t r o l y t e   in  t h e   p o c k e t s  

b e t w e e n   t h e   a d j a c e n t   b l a d e s   1 6 , , , 1 6 , l ,   in   t h e   p o c k e t s   a n d  

t h e   a s s o c i a t e d   c a t h o d e s .   T h e s e   a d j a c e n t   b l a d e s   may  a l s o   b e  

m a s k e d   w i t h   e l e c t r i c a l   i n s u l a t i n g   m a t e r i a l   to  p r e v e n t   s u c h  

u n w a n t e d   s t r a y   c u r r e n t s .  

Once  t h e   c a t h o d e   f i n i s h   p o s i t i o n   of  F i g .   46  i s   r e a c h e d  

by  t h e   c a t h o d e s   3 0 4 , 3 0 6 ,   t h e   D.C.  power   s u p p l y   i s   t u r n e d  

o f f ,   c o p p e r   c l a m p   681  i s   r e l e a s e d   and  t h e   rams  150  ( r i g h t  

and  l e f t )   s l o w   f e e d   b a c k   a l o n g   t h e   l e f t   and  r i g h t   X - a x e s   t o  

w i t h d r a w   t h e   c a t h o d e s   a b o u t   .005   i n c h   away  f rom  t h e   f i n i s h  

m a c h i n e d   b l a d e   16*  w i t h   b l a d e s   1 6 ' ' ,   1 6 * "   s t i l l   in   t h e  

c a t h o d e   p o c k e t s   o u t   of   c o n t a c t   w i t h   t h e   c a t h o d e s .   T h e  
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e l e c t r o l y t e   v a l v e   is   c l o s e d   and  the   c l amp   c y l i n d e r s   2 3 0  

a re   d e e n e r g i z e d   to  r e l e a s e   t he   Y - a x i s   s l i d e s   9 4 , 9 6 .   The  

c a t h o d e s   and  a s s o c i a t e s   rams  150  as  w e l l   as  Z - a x i s   s l i d e  

602  go  back   to  the   c o o r d i n a t e d   p o s i t i o n   at   a  f e e d   r a t e  

5  i n t e r m e d i a t e   t he   h i g h   and  s low  f e e d   r a t e s   m e n t i o n e d   w i t h  

a d j a c e n t   b l a d e s   16" ,   1 6 ' "   s t i l l   ou t   of  c o n t a c t .  

At  t he   c o o r d i n a t e d   p o s i t i o n ,   the   i n d e x e r   m o t o r   6 1 3  

i n d e x e s   i n d e x e r   s h a f t   652  to  the   n e x t   p o s i t i o n   ( n e x t   s l o t  

662)   w i t h   l o c k   p l u n g e r   664  w i t h d r a w n   by  c y l i n d e r   666  so  a s  
10  to  p o s i t i o n   a n o t h e r   a i r f o i l   b l a d e   16  in  p o s i t i o n   f o r  

i n s e r t i o n   in  t he   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   36  f o r   m a c h i n i n g .  

T y p i c a l l y ,   t h e   i n d e x e r   s h a f t   652  w i l l   i n d e x   to  p o s i t i o n  

e v e r y   o t h e r   b l a d e   s u c c e s s i v e l y   at   the   p o s i t i o n   f o r   i n s e r t i o n  

in  t he   c h a m b e r .  

15  The  c y l i n d e r   666  and  p l u n g e r   664  of  c o u r s e   a re   a c t u a t e d  

to  l o c k   the   i n d e x e r   s h a f t   in  i t s   new  p o s i t i o n .  

The  s e q u e n c e   of  a c t i o n s   d e s c r i b e d   h e r e i n a b o v e   from  t h e  

c a t h o d e   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   to  the   c a t h o d e   f i n i s h   p o s i t i o n   i s  

t h e n   r e p e a t e d   to  m a c h i n e   the   newly   p o s i t i o n   b l a d e   and  i s  
20  r e p e a t e d   u n t i l   a l l   t he   i n d i v i d u a l   b l a d e s   16  have   b e e n  

m a c h i n e d   to  f i n a l   d i m e n s i o n .  

When  the   b l a d e s   of  the   IBR  a re   a l l   m a c h i n e d ,   the   c a t h o d e s  

304,   306  and  Z - a x i s   s l i d   602  a re   r e t u r n e d   to  the   home 

p o s i t i o n   f o r   r e m o v a l   of  the   m a c h i n e d   IBR  and  f i x t u r i n g  
25  of  a n o t h e r   IBR  on  the   a r b o r   f o r   m a c h i n i n g .  

A l t h o u g h   o p e r a t i o n   of  t he   m a c h i n e   from  t h e  

c o o r d i n a t e d   p o s i t i o n   to  t he   c a t h o d e   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n  
has  been   d e s c r i b e d   w i t h   c a t h o d e   306  g o i n g   t h r o u g h   b i -  

d i r e c t i o n a l   m o v e m e n t s   ( r i g h t   X - a x i s   and  r i g h t   Y - a x i s )  
30  and  c a t h o d e   304  g o i n g   t h r o u g h   movement   on ly   a l o n g   t h e  

l e f t   X - a x i s   w i t h   no  l e f t   Y - a x i s   m o v e m e n t ,   b o t h   c a t h o d e s  

3 0 ' ,   306  can  be  moved  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y   i n d e p e n d e n t l y  

an?  b i - d i r e c t i o n a l l y   i f   r e q u i r e d   by  a  p a r t i c u l a r   IBR 

d e s i g n   as  w i l l   be  f u l l y   a p p a r e n t   to  t h o s e   s k i l l e d   in  the  a r t .  
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W h i l e   c e r t a i n   p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t s   of   t n e   i n v e n t i o n  

lave  b e e n   d e s c r i b e d   in   d e t a i l   h e r e i n a b o v e ,   t h o s e   f a m i l i a r  

? i t h   t h i s   a c t   w i l l   r e c o g n i z e   t h a t   v a r i o u s   m o d i f i c a t i o n s   a n d  

: h a n g e s   can   be  made  t h e r e i n   f o r   p r a c t i c i n g   t h e   i n v e n t i o n   a s  

l e f i n e d   by  t h e   f o l l o w i n g   c l a i m s .  
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CLAIMS 

1.  In  an  a p p a r a t u s   f o r   e l e c t r o c h e m i c a l l y   m a c h i n i n g   a 

w o r k p a r t ,   t he   c o m b i n a t i o n   of  means  f o r   f o r m i n g   a n  

e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   f o r   r e c e i v i n g   a  p o r t i o n   of  t h e  

w o r k p a r t ,   c a t h o d e   t o o l   means   in  the   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r ,  

5  a r b o r   means   on  w h i c h   t he   w o r k p i e c e   is  p o s i t i o n e d ,   s h r o u d  

means   on  the   a r b o r   means   a r o u n d   the   w o r k p a r t   e x c e p t  

f o r   the   p o r t i o n   of  t he   w o r k p a r t   to  be  r e c e i v e d   in  t h e  

e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r ,   means   f o r   r e l a t i v e l y   mov ing   t h e  

a r b o r   means  and  e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   to  p o s i t i o n   s a i d  

10  p o r t i o n   in  t he   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   w i t h   t h e   s h r o u d   m e a n s  

and  e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   f o r m i n g   means  e n g a g e d   and  m e a n s  

f o r   m a k i n g   s a i d   p o r t i o n   an  anode   r e l a t i v e   to  s a i d   c a t h o d e  

t o o l   m e a n s .  

2.  The  c o m b i n a t i o n   of  c l a i m   1  w h e r e i n   t he   s h r o u d   m e a n s  

15  and  e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   a re   s e a l i n g l y   e n g a g e d   when  s a i d  

p o r t i o n   is  p o s i t i o n e d   in  t he   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r .  

3.  The  c o m b i n a t i o n   of  c l a i m   1  w h e r e i n   t he   s h r o u d  

means   and  e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   a re   e n g a g e d   in  s e l e c t e d  

r e g i s t r y   w i t h   one  a n o t h e r   to  p o s i t i o n   s a i d   p o r t i o n   in  a 

20  m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   in  t he   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r .  

4.  In  an  a p p a r a t u s   f o r   e l e c t r o c h e m i c a l l y   m a c h i n i n g   a 

w o r k p a r t ,   the   c o m b i n a t i o n   of  a r b o r   means  on  which   t h e  

w o r k p a r t   is  p o s i t i o n e d ,   means  f o r m i n g   an  e l e c t r o l y t e  

c h a m b e r   to  r e c e i v e   a  p o r t i o n   of  the   w o r k p a r t ,   s h r o u d  

25  means   d i s p o s e d   on  the   a r b o r   means  a r o u n d   the   w o r k p a r t  

e x c e p t   fo r   s a i d   p o r t i o n   to  be  r e c e i v e d   in  the   e l e c t r o l y t e  

c h a m b e r ,   c a t h o d e   t o o l   means  in  the   c h a m b e r ,   means  f o r  

r e l a t i v e l y   mov ing   the   a r b o r   means  and  e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r  

to  p o s i t i o n   s a i d   p o r t i o n   t h e r e i n   wi th   the   s h r o u d   m e a n s  

30  and  the   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   f o r m i n g   means  s e a l i n g l y  
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e n g a g e d ,   and  means   f o r   m a k i n g   the   w o r k p a r t   an  anode   i n  

the   c h a m b e r .  

5.  The  c o m b i n a t i o n   of  c l a i m   A  w h e r e i n   s a i d   s h r o u d   m e a n s  

i n c l u d e s   f i r s t   l o c a t o r   means   and  s a i d   e l e c t r o l y t e  

c h a m b e r   f o r m i n g   means   i n c l u d e s   a  s e c o n d   l o c a t o r   m e a n s  

c o o p e r a t i v e   with  t he   f i r s t   l o c a t o r   means  to  p o s i t i o n   s a i d  

p o r t i o n   in  s e l e c t e d   w o r k p a r t   m a c h i n i n g   p o s i t i o n   in  t h e  

e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   r e l a t i v e   to  s a i d   c a t h o d e   t o o l   m e a n s .  

6.  The  c o m b i n a t i o n   of  c l a i m   4  which   f u r t h e r   i n c l u d e s  

0  e l e c t r o l y t e   s e a l i n g   means   b e t w e e n   the   s h r o u d   means   a n d  

e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r .  

7.  The  c o m b i n a t i o n   of  c l a i m   5  w h e r e i n   t he   e l e c t r o l y t e  

s e a l i n g   means   is   d i s p o s e d   on  t h e   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r  

f o r m i n g   m e a n s .  

15  8.  The  c o m b i n a t i o n   of  c l a i m   4  w h e r e i n   t he   means  f o r  

m a k i n g   t h e   w o r k p a r t   an  a n o d e   in  the   c h a m b e r   i n c l u d e s  

s a i d   a r b o r   means  w h i c h   is   e l e c t r i c a l l y   c o n d u c t i v e   a n d  

in  c o n d u c t i n g   r e l a t i o n   to  t he   w o r k p a r t   t h e r e o n   and  a 

s o u r c e   of  e l e c t r i c a l   p o w e r   c o n n e c t e d   to  t he   a r b o r   m e a n s .  

20  9.  The  c o m b i n a t i o n   of  c l a i m   4  w h e r e i n   t he   s h r o u d   m e a n s  

c o m p r i s e s   a  r e l e a s a b l e   f r o n t   c o v e r   f a s t e n e d   to  a  r e a r  

c o v e r   by  r e m o v a b l e   f a s t e n i n g   m e a n s .  

10.  The  c o m b i n a t i o n   of  c l a i m   4  which   f u r t h e r   i n c l u d e s  

a  c l a m p i n g   means  on  t h e   a r b o r   means  f o r   h o l d i n g   t h e  

25  w o r k p a r t   in  a  f i x e d   p o s i t i o n   t h e r e o n .  

11.  The  c o m b i n a t i o n   of  c l a i m   4  which   f u r t h e r   i n c l u d e s  

i n d e x i n g   means  f o r   i n c r e m e n t a l l y   r o t a t a b l y   i n d e x i n g   t h e  

a r b o r   means   w i t h   the   s h r o u d   means  t h e r e o n   to  p r e s e n t  



0 2 2 7 2 2 7  

- 3 7 -  

a n o t h e r   p o r t i o n   of  t he   w o r k p a r t   f o r   m a c h i n i n g ,   s a i d  

s h r o u d   means  b e i n g   r e t a i n e d   a g a i n s t   i n d e x i n g   on  the   a r b o r  

means   . 

12.  An  a p p a r a t u s   f o r   e l e c t r o c h e m i c a l l y   m a c h i n i n g   a 

5  w o r k p a r t   h a v i n g   a i r   f o i   1  - s h a p e   d  a p p e n d a g e s   e x t e n d i n g   f r o m  

a  hub  c o m p r i s i n g :  

a)  means   f o r m i n g   an  e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   a d a p t e d   t o  

r e c e i v e   a p p e n d a g e s ;  

b)  c a t h o d e   means  in  t he   c h a m b e r   m o v a b l e   r e l a t i v e   t o  

10  a  s e l e c t e d   i n d i v i d u a l   a p p e n d a g e   to  m a c h i n e   s a m e ;  
c)  s l i d e   means  m o v a b l e   t o w a r d   and  away  from  t h e  

e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r ;  

d)  a r b o r   means  on  wh ich   the   hub  is  m o u n t e d   and  c a r r i e d  

on  the   s l i d e   means  f o r   movemen t   t h e r e w i t h ;  

15  e)  s h r o u d   means  c a r r i e d   on  the   a r b o r   means  s u r r o u n d i n g  
the   w o r k p a r t   e x c e p t   f o r   a p p e n d a g e s   to  be  p o s i t i o n e d   i n  

the   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r ;  

f)  means   f o r   m a k i n g   the   w o r k p a r t   an  anode   in  t h e  

e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r ;  

20  g)  means  on  the   s l i d e   means  f o r   i n d e x i n g   the  w o r k p a r t  

w i t h   the   s h r o u d   means  on  the   a r b o r   means  to  p r e s e n t   o t h e r  

a p p e n d a g e s   fo r   r e c e i p t   in  the   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r ;  
h)  means  f o r   p r e v e n t i n g   i n d e x i n g   of  the   s h r o u d   m e a n s  
when  the   w o r k p a r t   is  i n d e x e d ;   a n d  

25  i)  means  fo r   mov ing   the   s l i d e   m e a n s .  

13.  The  a p p a r a t u s   of  c l a i m   12  w h e r e i n   the  s h r o u d   m e a n s  
i n c l u d e s   f i r s t   l o c a t o r   means  and  s a i d   e l e c t r o l y t e  

c h a m b e r   f o r m i n g   means  i n c l u d e s   a  s e c o n d   l o c a t o r   m e a n s  

c o o p e r a t i v e   w i t h   the   f i r s t   l o c a t o r   means  to  p o s i t i o n   t h e  

30  s e l e c t e d   i n d i v i d u a l   a p p e n d a g e   in  a  w o r k p a r t   m a c h i n i n g  

p o s i t i o n   r e l a t i v e   to  the   c a t h o d e   m e a n s .  
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14.  In  a  m e t h o d   f o r   e l e c t r o c h e m i c a l l y   m a c h i n i n g   a 

w o r k p a r t ,   t he   s t e p s   of  e n c l o s i n g   the   w o r k p a r t   in  a  s h r o u d  

e x c e p t   f o r   a  p o r t i o n   of  t h e   w o r k p a r t   to  be  r e c e i v e d  

in  an  e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   i n c l u d i n g   m o u n t i n g   t h e  

j  w o r k p a r t   and  s h r o u d   on  common  c a r r i e r   m e a n s ,   r e l a t i v e l y  

m o v i n g   t h e   c a r r i e r   means   and  an  e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   t o  

p o s i t i o n   s a i d   p o r t i o n   in  t he   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   s e a l i n g l y  

e n g a g i n g   t he   s h r o u d   and  means   f o r m i n g   t h e   e l e c t r o l y t e  

c h a m b e r   and  m a k i n g   s a i d   p o r t i o n   an  anode   r e l a t i v e   t o  

10  c a t h o d e   t o o l   means  in  the   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r .  

15.   In  an  a p p a r a t u s   f o r   e l e c t r o c h e m i c a l l y   m a c h i n i n g  

a  w o r k p a r t ,   t he   c o m b i n a t i o n   of  means   f o r   f o r m i n g   a n  

e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   f o r   r e c e i v i n g   a  p o r t i o n   of  the   w o r k p a r t ,  

s h r o u d   means   e x t e n d i n g   a r o u n d   the   w o r k p a r t   e x c e p t   fo r   t h e  

15  p o r t i o n   of  the   w o r k p a r t   to  be  r e ce ived   in  t h e   e l e c t r o l y t e  

c h a m b e r   and  m o v a b l e   in  u n i s o n   w i t h   the   w o r k p a r t   t o w a r d  

t h e   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r ,   c a t h o d e   t o o l   means   in  t h e  

e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r ,   means   f o r   mov ing   t h e   w o r k p a r t   a n d  

s h r o u d   means   to  p o s i t i o n   s a i d   p o r t i o n   of  t h e   w o r k p a r t  

20  in  t h e   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   w i t h   the   s h r o u d   means  a n d  

e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r   f o r m i n g   means  e n g a g e d ,   and  means  f o r  

m a k i n g   s a i d   p o r t i o n   an  anode   r e l a t i v e   to  s a i d   c a t h o d e  

t o o l   means   . 

16.   The  a p p a r a t u s   of  c l a i m   12  w h e r e i n   t h e   means  f o r  

25  i n d e x i n g   the   w o r k p a r t   c o m p r i s e s   means  f o r   h o l d i n g   t h e  

w o r k p a r t   in  f i x e d   p o s i t i o n   on  the   a r b o r   means   and  m e a n s  

f o r   i n d e x i n g   the   a r b o r   m e a n s .  

17.  The  m e t h o d   of  c l a i m   14  i n c l u d i n g   c o n d u c t i n g  

e l e c t r i c a l   c u r r e n t   t h r o u g h   the   common  c a r r i e r   t o  

30  make  s a i d   p o r t i o n   an  anode   in  t he   e l e c t r o l y t e   c h a m b e r .  
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