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(54) EXTENDING AND CONTRACTING LINK AND SUSPENSION

(57) An extension-retraction link includes: a station-
ary shaft having a tubular shape; a movable shaft that
can slide with respect to the stationary shaft; and an ac-
tuator that has a bearing unit supporting a screw shaft
and moves the movable shaft. The stationary shaft in-
cludes: a first bush in contact with a first plane surface
of the movable shaft; a second bush in contact with a
second plane surface of the movable shaft; a third bush
in contact with a third plane surface of the movable shaft;
a fourth bush in contact with a fourth plane surface of the
movable shaft; a first elastic member pressing the third
bush to the third plane surface; and a second elastic
member pressing the fourth bush to the fourth plane sur-
face. The bearing unit includes: a bearing that is in con-
tact with the screw shaft; a bearing holder that fits in a
mounting groove provided to the stationary shaft and
holds the bearing; and a third elastic member that is lo-
cated between a bottom surface of the mounting groove
and the bearing holder.
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Description

Field

[0001] The present invention relates to an extension-
retraction link and a suspension.

Background

[0002] A vehicle has a suspension provided between
its body and a wheel. The suspension is a device that
makes vibrations due to fluctuation of a road surface less
likely to be transmitted to the vehicle body, and that po-
sitions the wheel. A multi-link suspension is known as
one of suspension types. Patent Literature 1, for exam-
ple, describes an example of the multi-link suspension.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0003] Patent Literature 1: Japanese Laid-open Patent
Publication No. 2015-155255

Summary

Technical Problem

[0004] In some cases, a relative posture of the wheel
with respect to the vehicle body is required to be changed
in accordance with motion performance required for the
vehicle.
[0005] The present disclosure has been made in view
of the above, and aims to provide an extension-retraction
link that can easily change a relative posture of the wheel
with respect to the vehicle body.

Solution to Problem

[0006] To achieve the purpose described above, an
extension-retraction link according to an aspect of the
present disclosure includes: a stationary shaft having a
tubular shape; a first universal joint that connects the
stationary shaft to a vehicle body side member such that
the stationary shaft is capable of rotating and swinging
with respect to the vehicle body side member; a movable
shaft, part of which is located inside the stationary shaft,
and that is capable of sliding with respect to the stationary
shaft; a second universal joint that connects the movable
shaft to a hub carrier such that the movable shaft is ca-
pable of rotating and swinging with respect to the hub
carrier; and an actuator that includes: a motor attached
to the stationary shaft; a screw shaft rotated by the motor;
a bearing unit that supports the screw shaft; and a nut
that engages with the screw shaft and is fixed to the mov-
able shaft. The movable shaft includes: a first plane sur-
face; a second plane surface making an angle with re-
spect to the first plane surface; a third plane surface lo-

cated on the opposite side of the first plane surface; and
a fourth plane surface located on the opposite side of the
second plane surface. The stationary shaft includes: a
first bush in contact with the first plane surface; a second
bush in contact with the second plane surface; a third
bush in contact with the third plane surface; a fourth bush
in contact with the fourth plane surface; a first elastic
member pressing the third bush to the third plane surface;
and a second elastic member pressing the fourth bush
to the fourth plane surface. The bearing unit includes: a
bearing that is in contact with the screw shaft; a bearing
holder that fits in a mounting groove provided to the sta-
tionary shaft and holds the bearing; and a third elastic
member that is located between a bottom surface of the
mounting groove and the bearing holder.
[0007] Accordingly, the extension-retraction link can
change the posture of the wheel by moving the movable
shaft. The extension-retraction link can easily change the
relative posture of the wheel with respect to the vehicle
body.
[0008] Further, the first elastic member and the second
elastic member maintain the state where the first bush,
the second bush, the third bush, and the fourth bush are
in contact with the movable shaft. This can prevent back-
lash of the movable shaft without high machining accu-
racy. The extension-retraction link can hold, in a freely
selected manner, the relative posture of the wheel with
respect to the vehicle body.
[0009] The movable shaft can also move with respect
to the stationary shaft in a radius direction within ranges
in which the first elastic member and the second elastic
member can be deformed. Accordingly, the nut attached
to the movable shaft moves in the radius direction. How-
ever, a displacement of the axis of the nut from the rota-
tion axis of the screw shaft is not preferable, because the
displacement may cause reduction in durability of the
rolling elements arranged between the nut and the screw
shaft. When the nut is eccentric with respect to the screw
shaft, a load is not evenly applied to the multiple rolling
elements and then a large load is applied to some of the
rolling elements, thereby reducing the durability of these
rolling elements. For this reason, the nut is preferably not
eccentric with respect to the screw shaft even when the
nut moves in the radius direction.
[0010] In the extension-retraction link of the present
disclosure, the screw shaft is supported by the bearing
unit. The third elastic member is provided between the
bottom surface of the mounting groove and the bearing
holder, so that the screw shaft can move in the radius
direction within a range in which the third elastic member
can be deformed. Accordingly, the screw shaft moves in
the radius direction with the movement of the nut in the
radius direction. Reduction of eccentricity between the
nut and the screw shaft increases durability of the rolling
elements arranged between the nut and the screw shaft.
[0011] As a preferred aspect of the extension-retrac-
tion link, a connected portion of the first universal joint
and the vehicle body side member and a connected por-

1 2 



EP 3 722 119 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

tion of the second universal joint and the hub carrier are
located on an identical side with respect to a plane in-
cluding a rotation axis of the screw shaft, and are located
on the opposite side of the third bush and the fourth bush.
[0012] The positional relation among the stationary
shaft, the first universal joint, the movable shaft, and the
second universal joint causes force toward the first bush
and the second bush to act on the movable shaft with
the movement of the movable shaft. Even in such a case,
a gap becomes harder to be formed between the third
bush and the third plane surface and between the fourth
bush and the fourth plane surface. Accordingly, the ex-
tension-retraction link can prevent backlash of the mov-
able shaft even when force in the radius direction is ap-
plied to the movable shaft.
[0013] As a preferred aspect of the extension-retrac-
tion link, the angle made between the first plane surface
and the second plane surface and an angle made be-
tween the third plane surface and the fourth plane surface
are acute angles.
[0014] Accordingly, stiffness of the movable shaft with
respect to a moment applied to the movable shaft in-
creases. This prevents deformation of the movable shaft,
and makes the movement of the movable shaft smoother.
[0015] As a preferred aspect of the extension-retrac-
tion link, each of the first bush, the second bush, the third
bush, and the fourth bush includes a plurality of lubricant
grooves, in which lubricant is filled.
[0016] This makes it harder for lubricant surrounding
the movable shaft to be exhausted, thereby making the
movement of the movable shaft smoother.
[0017] As a preferred aspect of the extension-retrac-
tion link, the bearing unit includes: a washer that is dis-
posed in the mounting groove and that overlaps with the
bearing holder in an axial direction parallel with a rotation
axis of the screw shaft; and a shim that is disposed be-
tween the bearing holder and the washer.
[0018] This allows adjustment of the maximum dis-
tance in the axial direction from the end surface of the
bearing holder to the end surface of the washer. Accord-
ingly, the gap between the bearing holder and the mount-
ing groove and the gap between the washer and the
mounting groove in the axial direction can be reduced or
eliminated. As a result, backlash of the bearing unit in
the axial direction is prevented.
[0019] As a preferred aspect of the extension-retrac-
tion link, the bearing holder includes a first tapered sur-
face that is disposed at an external end of the bearing
holder in a radius direction perpendicular to the axial di-
rection such that the first tapered surface becomes closer
to the washer toward a bottom surface of the mounting
groove. The washer includes a second tapered surface
that is disposed at an external end of the washer in the
radius direction such that the second tapered surface
becomes closer to the bearing holder toward the bottom
surface of the mounting groove.
[0020] This makes it easier to fit the bearing holder and
the washer in the mounting groove. As a result, the ex-

tension-retraction link is easily assembled.
[0021] A suspension according to another aspect of
the present disclosure includes the extension-retraction
link.
[0022] The extension-retraction link of the suspension
according to the aspect of the present disclosure can
easily change the relative posture of the wheel with re-
spect to the vehicle body. Further, in the suspension of
the aspect of the present disclosure, the movable shaft,
backlash of which is prevented, prevents the relative pos-
ture of the wheel with respect to the vehicle body from
being abruptly changed by external force acting on the
wheel.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0023] The present disclosure can provide the exten-
sion-retraction link that can easily change the relative
posture of the wheel with respect to the vehicle body.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0024]

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a suspension in an
embodiment.
FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an extension-retrac-
tion link in the embodiment.
FIG. 3 is an exploded perspective view of the exten-
sion-retraction link in the embodiment.
FIG. 4 is another exploded perspective view of the
extension-retraction link in the embodiment.
FIG. 5 is a plan view of the extension-retraction link
in the embodiment.
FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view taken along A-A in
FIG. 5.
FIG. 7 is a bottom view of the extension-retraction
link in the embodiment.
FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view taken along B-B in
FIG. 7.
FIG. 9 is an exploded perspective view of a stationary
shaft in the embodiment.
FIG. 10 is another plan view of the extension-retrac-
tion link in the embodiment.
FIG. 11 is a cross-sectional view taken along C-C in
FIG. 10.
FIG. 12 is an exploded perspective view of a univer-
sal joint in the embodiment.
FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional view taken along D-D in
FIG. 10.
FIG. 14 is an exploded perspective view of a clutch
in the embodiment.
FIG. 15 is an enlarged view around a bearing unit in
FIG. 6.
FIG. 16 is an enlarged view around a mounting
groove.
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Description of Embodiments

[0025] The following describes the present invention
in detail with reference to the accompanying drawings.
The following embodiment for carrying out the invention
(hereinafter described as the embodiment) does not limit
the invention. The constituent elements in the embodi-
ment described below include elements that can be eas-
ily conceived of by a person skilled in the art, elements
substantially equivalent thereto, and elements within a
so-called range of equivalents. The constituent elements
disclosed in the following embodiment can be combined
as appropriate.
[0026] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a suspension in
the embodiment. A vehicle 10 in the embodiment in-
cludes wheels 102, hub units 101, vehicle body side
members 18, hub carriers 19, suspensions 1, and a con-
troller 9. For example, the vehicle 10 includes four wheels
102, each of which includes the hub unit 101. The hub
unit 101 includes a hub bearing, two motors, and a speed
changer, for example. The hub unit 101 rotatably sup-
ports the wheel 102 and drives the wheel 102. The vehicle
body side member 18 is fixed to the vehicle body. The
hub carrier 19 is a member fixed to the hub unit 101. The
hub carrier 19 is also called a knuckle.
[0027] The suspension 1 is a device that connects the
vehicle body (chassis) of the vehicle 10 and the hub unit
101. The suspension 1 is a multi-link suspension. As il-
lustrated in FIG. 1, the suspension 1 includes a shock
absorber 11 and five extension-retraction links 2 for each
wheel 102.
[0028] The shock absorber 11 is a device that reduces
shock transmitted to the vehicle body from a road surface
during vehicle running. One end of the shock absorber
11 is fixed to the vehicle body. The other end of the shock
absorber 11 is fixed to the hub carrier 19. The shock
absorber 11 can extend and retract in an upper-lower
direction. The shock absorber 11 can extend and extract
within a certain range in a direction along the axial direc-
tion of the shock absorber 11.
[0029] FIG. 2 is a perspective view of an extension-
retraction link of the embodiment. FIG. 3 is an exploded
perspective view of the extension-retraction link of the
embodiment. FIG. 4 is another exploded perspective
view of the extension-retraction link of the embodiment.
FIG. 5 is a plan view of the extension-retraction link of
the embodiment. FIG. 6 is a cross sectional view taken
along A-A in FIG. 5.
[0030] The extension-retraction link 2 is a member that
connects the vehicle body side member 18 and the hub
carrier 19. As illustrated in FIG. 1, two extension-retrac-
tion links 2 are arranged on an upper side of the rotation
axis of the wheel 102. Three extension-retraction links 2
are arranged on a lower side of the rotation axis of the
wheel 102. As illustrated in FIG. 2, the extension-retrac-
tion link 2 includes a stationary shaft 3, a movable shaft
4, a first universal joint 6a, a second universal joint 6b,
and an actuator 5.

[0031] The stationary shaft 3 is connected to the vehi-
cle body side member 18 (refer to FIG. 1) with the first
universal joint 6a interposed therebetween. The station-
ary shaft 3 has a tubular shape. As illustrated in FIGS. 3
and 4, the stationary shaft 3 includes a first member 31
and a second member 32. The first member 31 and the
second member 32 are connected to each other with
fastener members 301. When the first member 31 and
the second member 32 are assembled, two positioning
pins 302 are used. The first universal joint 6a is attached
to the first member 31.
[0032] The movable shaft 4 is connected to the hub
carrier 19 (refer to FIG. 1) with the second universal joint
6b interposed therebetween. As illustrated in FIG. 6, the
movable shaft 4 is a hollow member having an internal
space 40. Part of the movable shaft 4 is located inside
the stationary shaft 3. The movable shaft 4 can slide with
respect to the stationary shaft 3. The slidable length of
the movable shaft 4 is limited by a stopper 45 (refer to
FIG. 6) provided to the movable shaft 4. The stopper 45
is disposed in a groove 315 provided on an inner circum-
ferential surface of the first member 31. When the stopper
45 reaches the end of the groove 315, the stopper 45 is
in contact with the first member 31, thereby stopping the
movable shaft 4. This prevents the movable shaft 4 from
dropping off from the stationary shaft 3.
[0033] FIG. 7 is a bottom view of the extension-retrac-
tion link in the embodiment. FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional
view taken along B-B in FIG. 7. FIG. 9 is an exploded
perspective view of the stationary shaft in the embodi-
ment.
[0034] As illustrated in FIG. 8, the movable shaft 4 in-
cludes, as surfaces facing the stationary shaft 3, a first
plane surface 41, a second plane surface 42, a third plane
surface 43, and a fourth plane surface 44. The first plane
surface 41 and the second plane surface 42 face the first
member 31. The second plane surface 42 makes an an-
gle with respect to the first plane surface 41. An angle α
made between the first plane surface 41 and the second
plane surface 42 is an acute angle. The third plane sur-
face 43 and the fourth plane surface 44 face the second
member 32. The fourth plane surface 44 makes an angle
with respect to the third plane surface 43. An angle β
made between the third plane surface 43 and the fourth
plane surface 44 is an acute angle. For example, the third
plane surface 43 is in parallel with the first plane surface
41, and the fourth plane surface 44 is in parallel with the
second plane surface 42. Accordingly, the angle β is
equal to the angle α. As illustrated in FIG. 8, the cross-
sectional surface of the movable shaft 4, which is ob-
tained by cutting the movable shaft 4 with a plane per-
pendicular to a rotation axis Z, has an octagonal shape
having four pairs of parallel sides.
[0035] The rotation axis Z is the rotation axis of a screw
shaft 57, which is described later. That is, the rotation
axis Z is a straight line passing through the gravity center
of each cross-sectional surface when the screw shaft 57
is cut with a plane perpendicular to the extending direc-
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tion of the screw shaft 57. In the following description,
the direction parallel with the rotation axis Z is described
as an axial direction. The direction perpendicular to the
rotation axis Z is described as a radius direction.
[0036] As illustrated in FIG. 8, the first member 31 in-
cludes a first facing surface 311, a second facing surface
312, a first bush 351, and a second bush 352. The first
facing surface 311 faces the first plane surface 41 of the
movable shaft 4. The second facing surface 312 faces
the second plane surface 42 of the movable shaft 4. For
example, the first facing surface 311 is in parallel with
the first plane surface 41, while the second facing surface
312 is in parallel with the second plane surface 42. The
first bush 351, which is formed in a plate shape, is fitted
in a recess 311d provided on the first facing surface 311.
The thickness of the first bush 351 is larger than the depth
of the recess 311d. The first bush 351 is in contact with
the first plane surface 41. The second bush 352, which
is formed in a plate shape, is fitted in a recess 312d pro-
vided on the second facing surface 312. The thickness
of the second bush 352 is larger than the depth of the
recess 312d. The second bush 352 is in contact with the
second plane surface 42.
[0037] As illustrated in FIG. 8, the second member 32
includes a third facing surface 323, a fourth facing surface
324, a third bush 353, a fourth bush 354, a first elastic
member 363, and a second elastic member 364. The
third facing surface 323 faces the third plane surface 43
of the movable shaft 4. The fourth facing surface 324
faces the fourth plane surface 44 of the movable shaft 4.
For example, the third facing surface 323 is in parallel
with the third plane surface 43, while the fourth facing
surface 324 is in parallel with the fourth plane surface
44. The third bush 353, which is formed in a plate shape,
is fitted in a recess 323d provided on the third facing
surface 323. The third bush 353 is in contact with the
third plane surface 43. The first elastic member 363 is a
disc spring, for example. The first elastic member 363 is
disposed between the bottom surface of the recess 323d
and the third bush 353. The first elastic member 363
presses the third bush 353 to the third plane surface 43.
The fourth bush 354, which is formed in a plate shape,
is fitted in a recess 324d provided on the fourth facing
surface 324. The fourth bush 354 is in contact with the
fourth plane surface 44. The second elastic member 364
is a disc spring, for example. The second elastic member
364 is disposed between the bottom surface of the recess
324d and the fourth bush 354. The second elastic mem-
ber 364 presses the fourth bush 354 to the fourth plane
surface 44.
[0038] As illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 8, the connected
portion of the first universal joint 6a and the vehicle body
side member 18, and the connected portion of the second
universal joint 6b and the hub carrier 19 are located on
the same side with respect to a plane including the rota-
tion axis Z of the screw shaft 57, and are on the opposite
side of the third bush 353 and the fourth bush 354. Each
of the connected portion of the first universal joint 6a and

the vehicle body side member 18, and the connected
portion of the second universal joint 6b and the hub carrier
19 is a fastening portion 611, which is described later.
The plane including the rotation axis Z of the screw shaft
57 is, for example, a plane PZ illustrated in FIG. 8.
[0039] As illustrated in FIG. 9, each of the first bush
351, the second bush 352, the third bush 353, and the
fourth bush 354 includes a plurality of lubricant grooves
35d. The lubricant grooves 35d are filled with lubricant.
The lubricant is grease, for example. The first bush 351
includes the lubricant grooves 35d that open on the first
plane surface 41 side. The second bush 352 includes
the lubricant grooves 35d that open on the second plane
surface 42 side. The third bush 353 includes the lubricant
grooves 35d that open on the recess 323d side. The
fourth bush 354 includes the lubricant grooves 35d that
open on the recess 324d side.
[0040] The angles α and β illustrated in FIG. 8 are not
necessarily acute angles. The third plane surface 43 may
not be in parallel with the first plane surface 41. The fourth
plane surface 44 may not be in parallel with the second
plane surface 42.
[0041] FIG. 10 is another plan view of the extension-
retraction link of the embodiment. FIG. 11 is a cross-
sectional view taken along C-C in FIG. 10. FIG. 12 is an
exploded perspective view of the universal joint in the
embodiment.
[0042] As illustrated in FIG. 10, the first universal joint
6a is attached to the first member 31 of the stationary
shaft 3. The first universal joint 6a connects the stationary
shaft 3 to the vehicle body side member 18 (refer to FIG.
1) such that the stationary shaft 3 can rotate and swing
with respect to the vehicle body side member 18. The
second universal joint 6b is attached to the movable shaft
4. The second universal joint 6b connects the movable
shaft 4 to the hub carrier 19 (refer to FIG. 1) such that
the movable shaft 4 can rotate and swing with respect to
the hub carrier 19. In the description about the capability
of rotation and swing, rotation means rotation around a
straight line L1 (refer to FIG. 11) serving as the rotation
center, while swing means movement by which an angle
θ made between the straight line L1 and a straight line
L2 changes. The straight line L1 is the straight line pass-
ing through the gravity center of each cross-sectional sur-
face when an arm 61, which is described later, is cut with
a plane perpendicular to the longitudinal direction of the
arm 61. The straight line L2 is perpendicular to a circle
formed by an outer shape of an external bush 63, which
is described later, and passes through the center of the
circle. An intersection M (refer to FIG. 11) of the straight
lines L1 and L2 is the center of an arm convex surface
617p having a spherical surface shape, which is de-
scribed later. In the embodiment, the first universal joint
6a and the second universal joint 6b have the same struc-
ture. In the following detailed description, the second uni-
versal joint 6b is described as an example. The descrip-
tion of the second universal joint 6b can also be applied
to that of the first universal joint 6a.
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[0043] As illustrated in FIGS. 11 and 12, the second
universal joint 6b includes a housing 60, the arm 61, the
external bush 63, an internal bush 65, elastic members
67, and a supporting member 69. The housing 60 is
formed integrally with the end portion of the movable shaft
4. The housing 60 has a tubular shape. The housing 60
of the first universal joint 6a is formed integrally with the
first member 31.
[0044] The arm 61 is the member connected to the hub
carrier 19 (refer to FIG. 1). The arm 61 is made of metal.
The metal used for the arm 61 is steel, for example. As
illustrated in FIG. 11, part of the arm 61 is located inside
the housing 60. As illustrated in FIGS. 11 and 12, the
arm 61 includes the fastening portion 611, a flange por-
tion 613, an intermediate portion 615, and a sliding por-
tion 617. The fastening portion 611 and the flange portion
613 are located outside the housing 60. The fastening
portion 611 is a columnar member having a thread on its
outer circumferential surface. The flange portion 613 is
a member that is located on the housing 60 side of the
fastening portion 611 and has a substantially conical
shape in which the diameter of the flange portion 613
increases toward the housing 60. The intermediate por-
tion 615 is a member that extends on the housing 60 side
from the flange portion 613 and has a substantially co-
lumnar shape. The intermediate portion 615 has two par-
allel flat surfaces on its outer circumferential surface. The
sliding portion 617 is a member that is located on the
housing 60 side of the intermediate portion 615 and has
a substantially hemispherical shape. The sliding portion
617 includes the arm convex surface 617p, an arm con-
cave surface 617q, and an arm end surface 617e. The
arm convex surface 617p is the external surface of the
sliding portion 617 and has a spherical surface shape.
The arm concave surface 617q is the internal surface of
the sliding portion 617 and has a spherical surface shape.
The center of the arm concave surface 617q is the same
as the center of the arm convex surface 617p. The arm
end surface 617e is the end surface of the sliding portion
617 that connects the arm convex surface 617p and the
arm concave surface 617q. Part of the arm end surface
617e is formed in a conical surface shape.
[0045] As illustrated in FIG. 11, the external bush 63
is an annular member located between the inner circum-
ferential surface of the housing 60 and the arm 61. The
external bush 63 is formed of metal. The metal used for
the external bush 63 is brass, for example. The external
bush 63 is press-fitted into the housing 60. The external
bush 63 includes a bush concave surface 63q serving
as its inner circumferential surface. The bush concave
surface 63q has a spherical surface shape and is in con-
tact with the arm convex surface 617p. The center and
the radius of the bush concave surface 63q are the same
as those of the arm convex surface 617p.
[0046] As illustrated in FIG. 11, the internal bush 65 is
located inside the sliding portion 617 of the arm 61. The
internal bush 65 is located on the opposite side of the
external bush 63 with respect to the sliding portion 617.

The internal bush 65 is formed of metal. The metal used
for the internal bush 65 is brass, for example. The internal
bush 65 includes a head portion 651 and a body portion
653. The head portion 651 has a substantially hemispher-
ical shape and a bush convex surface 651p. The bush
convex surface 651p is a spherical surface and in contact
with the arm concave surface 617q. Accordingly, the slid-
ing portion 617 is sandwiched between the bush convex
surface 651p of the internal bush 65 and the bush con-
cave surface 63q of the external bush 63. The center and
the radius of the bush convex surface 651p are the same
as those of the arm concave surface 617q. The body
portion 653 is a substantially cylindrical member extend-
ing from the head portion 651 toward the opposite side
of the bush convex surface 651p.
[0047] The supporting member 69 supports the inter-
nal bush 65. As illustrated in FIG. 11, the supporting
member 69 is attached inside the housing 60. The sup-
porting member 69 is formed of metal. The metal used
for the supporting member 69 is steel, for example. The
supporting member 69 includes a male screw 691, a first
recess 693, and a second recess 695. The male screw
691 engages with a female screw 601 provided to the
housing 60. The first recess 693 is a dent that opens
toward the internal bush 65 and has a truncated cone
shape. The bottom surface of the first recess 693 is a
plane perpendicular to the extending direction of the body
portion 653 of the internal bush 65. The second recess
695 is a dent that is provided on the bottom surface of
the first recess 693 and has a columnar shape. The body
portion 653 is fitted in the second recess 695 and guided
by the inner circumferential surface of the second recess
695.
[0048] As illustrated in FIG. 11, the elastic members
67 are located between the internal bush 65 and the sup-
porting member 69 and press the internal bush 65 toward
the arm 61. The elastic member 67 is a disc spring, for
example. Two elastic members 67 are arranged overlap-
ping with each other between the body portion 653 and
the bottom surface of the second recess 695.
[0049] The inside of the housing 60 is filled with lubri-
cant. The lubricant is grease, for example. The sliding
portion 617 of the arm 61 can move along the external
bush 63 and the internal bush 65. Accordingly, the arm
61 can rotate and swing relatively with respect to the
external bush 63 and the internal bush 65. As illustrated
in FIG. 11, the arm end surface 617e is in contact with
the bottom surface of the first recess 693. When the arm
end surface 617e is in contact with the bottom surface
of the first recess 693, a gap 60c is formed between the
arm 61 and the housing 60.
[0050] The materials used for the respective first uni-
versal joint 6a and second universal joint 6b are not lim-
ited to those described above. The number of elastic
members 67 included in the first universal joint 6a and
the second universal joint 6b is not limited to any specific
number. The number may be one or three or more. The
first universal joint 6a and the second universal joint 6b

9 10 



EP 3 722 119 A1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

do not necessarily have the same structure.
[0051] The first universal joint 6a and the second uni-
versal joint 6b are not necessarily used for the extension-
retraction link 2. The extension-retraction link 2 is an ex-
ample of objects to which the first universal joint 6a and
the second universal joint 6b are applied. For example,
the first universal joint 6a and the second universal joint
6b can be applied to a part other than the suspension 1
of the vehicle 10 and can also be applied to an apparatus
other than the vehicle 10.
[0052] As illustrated in FIG. 3, the actuator 5 includes
a motor 51, the screw shaft 57, a bearing unit 55, a nut
59, a snap ring 58, and a clutch 7.
[0053] As illustrated in FIG. 6, the motor 51 is disposed
at the end portion of the stationary shaft 3 on the opposite
side of the movable shaft 4. The motor 51 is fixed to the
stationary shaft 3. The motor 51 includes an encoder that
detects a rotation angle of a rotor. A shaft 511 that rotates
together with the rotor of the motor 51 extends toward
the inside of the stationary shaft 3.
[0054] The screw shaft 57 is connected to the shaft
511 with the clutch 7 interposed therebetween. The
screw shaft 57 rotates together with the shaft 511 around
the rotation axis Z serving as the rotation center. Part of
the screw shaft 57 is inserted into the movable shaft 4.
The end of the screw shaft 57 is located in the internal
space 40 of the movable shaft 4. The screw shaft 57
passes through the nut 59.
[0055] The bearing unit 55 supports the screw shaft 57
such that the screw shaft 57 can rotate with respect to
the stationary shaft 3. The bearing unit 55 is fixed to the
stationary shaft 3 and has bearings 551 built-in. The bear-
ings 551 are fitted in the outer circumferential surface of
the screw shaft 57.
[0056] As illustrated in FIG. 6, the nut 59 is fixed to the
movable shaft 4 with the snap ring 58 and moves together
with the movable shaft 4. The nut 59 includes two pro-
trusions 591 protruding in the radius direction. The pro-
trusions 591 are fitted in a recess 49 provided on the end
surface of the movable shaft 4. This restricts the rotation
of the nut 59. The snap ring 58 is fitted in a substantially
annular groove provided on the inner circumferential sur-
face of the movable shaft 4 and positions the nut 59 in
the axial direction.
[0057] FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional view taken along
D-D in FIG. 10. FIG. 14 is an exploded perspective view
of the clutch in the embodiment.
[0058] As illustrated in FIGS. 13 and 14, the clutch 7
includes an input side member 71, a first brake shoe 73,
a second brake shoe 75, a brake drum 77, an engage-
ment element 79, and elastic members 74.
[0059] As illustrated in FIG. 14, the input side member
71, which is a member having a substantially cylindrical
shape, is attached to the shaft 511. The input side mem-
ber 71 includes a key groove 715, a main body 710, a
first pin 711, and a second pin 712. The main body 710
has a substantially cylindrical shape along the shaft 511,
and includes the key groove 715. The shaft 511 includes

a key 515 that is a protrusion extending in the axial di-
rection. The key 515 fits in the key groove 715. Accord-
ingly, the input side member 71 rotates together with the
shaft 511. The first pin 711 and the second pin 712 pro-
trude from the end surface of the main body 710 toward
the screw shaft 57 side. The second pin 712 is disposed
on the opposite side of the first pin 711 with respect to
the rotation axis Z. As illustrated in FIG. 13, in the cross-
section obtained by cutting the first pin 711 and the sec-
ond pin 712 along a plane perpendicular to the rotation
axis Z, the outside surface in the radius direction of the
first pin 711 is a circular arc. The inside surface in the
radius direction of the first pin 711 is a plane. In the cross-
sectional surface in FIG. 13, the outer shape of the sec-
ond pin 712 and the outer shape of the first pin 711 are
point-symmetric about the rotation axis Z.
[0060] As illustrated in FIG. 13, the first brake shoe 73
is a substantially semicircular columnar member. The
first brake shoe 73 includes a first fitting portion 730, a
first engagement groove 731, and two first elastic mem-
ber grooves 733. The first fitting portion 730 is a hole
penetrating in the axial direction. The first fitting portion
730 is also described as a first hole. The first pin 711 fits
in the first fitting portion 730. The first engagement groove
731 and the first elastic member grooves 733 are grooves
provided on the surface on the second brake shoe 75
side. The first engagement groove 731 is disposed be-
tween the two first elastic member grooves 733. The first
engagement groove 731 has a length corresponding to
the entire length of the first brake shoe 73 in the axial
direction. The first elastic member grooves 733 are ar-
ranged at the center of the first brake shoe 73 in the axial
direction. The first fitting portion 730 is not necessarily a
hole, and may be a recess, for example.
[0061] As illustrated in FIG. 13, the second brake shoe
75 is a substantially semicircular columnar member. The
second brake shoe 75 includes a second fitting portion
750, a second engagement groove 751, and two second
elastic member grooves 753. The second fitting portion
750 is a hole penetrating in the axial direction. The sec-
ond fitting portion 750 is also described as a second hole.
The second pin 712 fits in the second fitting portion 750.
The second engagement groove 751 and the second
elastic member grooves 753 are the grooves provided
on the surface on the first brake shoe 73 side. The second
engagement groove 751 is disposed between the two
second elastic member grooves 753. The second en-
gagement groove 751 has a length corresponding to the
entire length of the second brake shoe 75 in the axial
direction. The second elastic member grooves 753 are
arranged at the center of the second brake shoe 75 in
the axial direction. The second fitting portion 750 is not
necessarily a hole, and may be a recess, for example.
[0062] As illustrated in FIG. 13, a gap having an oval
shape when viewed from the axial direction is formed by
the first engagement groove 731 and the second engage-
ment groove 751. A columnar gap is formed by each of
the first elastic member groove 733 and the second elas-
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tic member groove 753.
[0063] The brake drum 77 is a member that puts a
brake on the first brake shoe 73 and the second brake
shoe 75. As illustrated in FIG. 13, the brake drum 77
includes a base 771 and two arms 773. The base 771
has a cylindrical shape having a hole 770. The first brake
shoe 73 and the second brake shoe 75 are inserted into
the hole 770. The inner circumferential surface of the
base 771 faces the outer circumferential surface of the
first brake shoe 73 and the outer circumferential surface
of the second brake shoe 75. The arm 773 is a plate-like
member protruding from the outer circumferential sur-
face of the base 771. The two arms 773 extend in mutually
opposite directions. The arms 773 fit in recesses 327
provided to the second member 32 illustrated in FIG. 14.
The arms 773 are sandwiched by the first member 31
and the second member 32, resulting in the brake drum
77 being fixed to the stationary shaft 3. This prevents the
brake drum 77 from rotating.
[0064] The engagement element 79, which is attached
to the screw shaft 57, rotates together with the screw
shaft 57. As illustrated in FIG. 13, the engagement ele-
ment 79 viewed from the axial direction has an oval
shape. The engagement element 79 fits in a gap formed
by the first engagement groove 731 and the second en-
gagement groove 751.
[0065] The elastic member 74 is a helical compression
spring, for example. The elastic member 74 is disposed
in a gap formed by the first elastic member groove 733
and the second elastic member groove 753. The elastic
members 74 apply force to the first brake shoe 73 and
the second brake shoe 75 in such a direction that the first
brake shoe 73 and the second brake shoe 75 separate
from each other.
[0066] When the motor 51 operates, the input side
member 71 rotates together with the shaft 511. The ro-
tation of the first pin 711 and the second pin 712 of the
input side member 71 applies force to the first brake shoe
73 and the second brake shoe 75 in such a direction that
the first brake shoe 73 and the second brake shoe 75
approach each other. Accordingly, the engagement ele-
ment 79 is held by the first brake shoe 73 and the second
brake shoe 75. The integral rotation of the first brake
shoe 73, the second brake shoe 75, and the engagement
element 79 causes the rotation of the shaft 511 to be
transmitted to the screw shaft 57.
[0067] When the motor 51 stops, external force is ap-
plied to the movable shaft 4 in some cases. When exter-
nal force in the axial direction is applied to the movable
shaft 4, the screw shaft 57 rotates. When the engagement
element 79 rotates together with the screw shaft 57, force
is applied in such a direction that the first brake shoe 73
and the second brake shoe 75 separate from each other.
Accordingly, the first brake shoe 73 and the second brake
shoe 75 are pressed to the brake drum 77. Frictional
force restricts the rotation of the first brake shoe 73 and
the second brake shoe 75. This prevents the engage-
ment element 79 and the screw shaft 57 from rotating.

In this way, even when external force is applied to the
movable shaft 4 at the time of stoppage of the motor 51,
the movement of the movable shaft 4 is restricted. That
is, generating reaction force for maintaining the position
of the movable shaft 4 requires no supply of electrical
power to the motor 51. The external force applied to the
movable shaft 4 at the time of stoppage of the motor 51
is, for example, external force transmitted to the movable
shaft 4 in a case where the wheel 102 touches a curb-
stone or the like when the vehicle 10 is being parked.
External force received by the wheel 102 from the curb
or the like is transmitted to the movable shaft 4, thereby
causing the screw shaft 57 to rotate.
[0068] The clutch 7 does not necessarily include the
elastic members 74. In such a case, the first elastic mem-
ber grooves 733 and the second elastic member grooves
753 may be omitted. The engagement element 79 viewed
from the axial direction does not necessarily have an oval
shape, and is only required to have a shape other than
a circular shape. A distance from the rotation axis Z to
the outer circumferential surface of the engagement el-
ement 79 is only required to be not constant.
[0069] FIG. 15 is an enlarged view around the bearing
unit in FIG. 6. FIG. 16 is an enlarged view around a mount-
ing groove. As illustrated in FIGS. 15 and 16, the bearing
unit 55 includes two bearings 551, a bearing holder 550,
a snap ring 553, a spacer 552, a locknut 558, a third
elastic member 556, a washer 555, and a shim 557.
[0070] The bearing 551 is an angular contact ball bear-
ing, for example. As illustrated in FIG. 15, the inner cir-
cumferential surfaces of inner rings of the bearings 551
are in contact with the screw shaft 57. The end surface
of the inner ring of one of the bearings 551 is in contact
with the screw shaft 57.
[0071] The bearing holder 550 is a member that holds
the bearings 551. The bearing holder 550 is supported
by the first member 31 and the second member 32. The
bearing holder 550 includes a main body 5501, a flange
portion 5502, and a bottom portion 5503. The main body
5501 is formed in a substantially cylindrical shape and in
contact with outer rings of the bearings 551. The flange
portion 5502 protrudes outward in the radius direction
from one end of the main body 5501. The flange portion
5502 is fitted in a mounting groove 39 provided on the
stationary shaft 3. The mounting groove 39 is an annular
groove formed by a mounting groove 319 provided on
the first member 31 and a mounting groove 329 provided
on the second member 32. As illustrated in FIG. 16, an
outer diameter D2 of the flange portion 5502 is smaller
than a diameter D1 of the mounting groove 39. Accord-
ingly, a gap S is formed between the flange portion 5502
and the bottom surface of the mounting groove 39. The
gap S allows the bearing holder 550 to move in the radius
direction. The bottom portion 5503 protrudes inward in
the radius direction from the other end of the main body
5501. The bottom portion 5503 is in contact with the end
surface of the outer ring of one of the bearings 551.
[0072] The snap ring 553 is an annular member at-
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tached to the inner circumferential surface of the bearing
holder 550. The snap ring 553 is in contact with the end
surface of the outer ring of one of the bearings 551. The
spacer 552 is attached to the screw shaft 57 and in con-
tact with the end surface of the inner ring of one of the
bearings 551. The locknut 558 is fixed to the screw shaft
57 and presses the spacer 552 to the bearing 551. The
bearings 551 are positioned by the screw shaft 57, the
bearing holder 550, the snap ring 553, the spacer 552,
and the locknut 558.
[0073] The third elastic member 556 is located be-
tween the bottom surface of the mounting groove 39 and
the flange portion 5502 of the bearing holder 550. The
third elastic member 556, which is an annular member,
is an O ring formed of, for example, rubber. The third
elastic member 556 is attached to the flange portion
5502. The third elastic member 556 is in contact with the
bottom surface of the mounting groove 39. When the
bearing holder 550 moves in the radius direction, the third
elastic member 556 is deformed.
[0074] The washer 555 is disposed in the mounting
groove 39, and overlaps with the flange portion 5502 in
the axial direction. The washer 555, together with the
flange portion 5502, fits in the mounting groove 39. As
illustrated in FIG. 16, the inner circumferential surface of
the washer 555 is in contact with the main body 5501.
For example, the washer 555 is press-fitted onto the outer
circumferential surface of the main body 5501. The bear-
ing holder 550 is provided with a clearance groove 5504
at the position corresponding to a corner of the inner cir-
cumferential surface of the washer 555. As illustrated in
FIG. 16, an outer diameter D3 of the washer 555 is sub-
stantially equal to the outer diameter D2 of the flange
portion 5502. Accordingly, the gap S is formed between
the washer 555 and the bottom surface of the mounting
groove 39. The gap S allows the washer 555 to move in
the radius direction together with the bearing holder 550.
[0075] As illustrated in FIG. 16, the flange portion 5502
includes a first tapered surface 550t at its external end
in the radius direction. The first tapered surface 550t be-
comes closer to the washer 555 toward the bottom sur-
face of the mounting groove 39. The washer 555 includes
a second tapered surface 555t at its external end in the
radius direction. The second tapered surface 555t be-
comes closer to the flange portion 5502 toward the bot-
tom surface of the mounting groove 39. The sum of the
maximum thickness of the flange portion 5502 in the axial
direction and the maximum thickness of the washer 555
in the axial direction is smaller than the length of the
mounting groove 39 in the axial direction.
[0076] The shim 557 is disposed between the flange
portion 5502 and the washer 555. The shim 557 is a
member for making the maximum distance in the axial
direction from the end surface of the flange portion 5502
to the end surface of the washer 555 close to the length
of the mounting groove 39 in the axial direction. The bear-
ing unit 55 is fitted in the mounting groove 39 with the
shim 557 being sandwiched by the flange portion 5502

and the washer 555. The shim 557 adjusts the maximum
distance in the axial direction from the end surface of the
flange portion 5502 to the end surface of the washer 555,
thereby preventing backlash of the bearing unit 55 in the
axial direction.
[0077] The controller 9 illustrated in FIG. 1 is a com-
puter, which includes, for example, a central processing
unit (CPU), a read only memory (ROM), a random access
memory (RAM), an input interface, and an output inter-
face. The controller 9 is an electronic control unit (ECU)
mounted on the vehicle 10, for example. The controller
9 is electrically connected to the motors 51 of the respec-
tive extension-retraction links 2. The controller 9 controls
the motors 51 individually. As a result, the length of each
extension-retraction link 2 (position of each movable
shaft 4) changes.
[0078] The suspension 1 in the embodiment includes
five extension-retraction links 2 for each wheel 102. The
suspension 1 can change a toe angle, a camber angle,
a caster angle, a tread width, and a wheelbase by chang-
ing the length of each extension-retraction link 2. The toe
angle is, when the vehicle 10 is viewed from the vertical
direction, an angle made by a straight line perpendicular
to the rotation axis of the wheel 102 with respect to the
straight line parallel with the front-rear direction of the
vehicle. The camber angle is, when the vehicle 10 is
viewed from the front-rear direction, an angle made by
the straight line perpendicular to the rotation axis of the
wheel 102 with respect to the vertical line. The caster
angle is, when the vehicle 10 is viewed from the horizontal
direction, an angle made by a straight line parallel with
the longitudinal direction of the shock absorber 11 with
respect to the vertical line. The tread width is a distance
between the centers of the left and right wheels 102. The
wheelbase is a distance between the centers of the front
and rear wheels 102.
[0079] The suspension 1 is not necessarily applied to
vehicles with the hub units 101 having motors and the
like built-in. The suspension 1 may be connected to the
hub carrier including a hub bearing supporting the wheel
102.
[0080] The suspension 1 does not necessarily include
five extension-retraction links 2. The suspension 1 is only
required to include a plurality of links, at least one of which
should be the extension-retraction link 2.
[0081] As described above, the suspension 1 includes
a plurality of links that connect the vehicle body side
member 18 and the hub carrier 19. At least one of the
links is the extension-retraction link 2. The extension-
retraction link 2 includes: the stationary shaft 3; the first
universal joint 6a that connects the stationary shaft 3 to
the vehicle body side member 18 such that the stationary
shaft 3 can rotate and swing with respect to the vehicle
body side member 18; the movable shaft 4 that can slide
with respect to the stationary shaft 3; the second univer-
sal joint 6b that connects the movable shaft 4 to the hub
carrier 19 such that the movable shaft 4 can rotate and
swing with respect to the hub carrier 19; and the actuator

15 16 



EP 3 722 119 A1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

5 that is fixed to the stationary shaft 3 and moves the
movable shaft 4.
[0082] Accordingly, the suspension 1 can change the
posture of the wheel 102 by moving the movable shaft
4. The suspension 1 can easily change the relative pos-
ture of the wheel 102 with respect to the vehicle body.
[0083] The suspension 1 includes five extension-re-
traction links 2.
[0084] Accordingly, the suspension 1 can change the
toe angle, the camber angle, the caster angle, the tread
width, and the wheelbase by moving the movable shaft
4. The suspension 1 can easily change the relative pos-
ture of the wheel 102 with respect to the vehicle body.
[0085] The extension-retraction link 2 includes: the tu-
bular stationary shaft 3; the first universal joint 6a that
connects the stationary shaft 3 to the vehicle body side
member 18 such that the stationary shaft 3 can rotate
and swing with respect to the vehicle body side member
18; the movable shaft 4, part of which is located inside
the stationary shaft 3 and that can slide with respect to
the stationary shaft 3; the second universal joint 6b that
connects the movable shaft 4 to the hub carrier 19 such
that the movable shaft 4 can rotate and swing with respect
to the hub carrier 19; and the actuator 5. The actuator 5
includes: the motor 51 attached to the stationary shaft 3;
the screw shaft 57 rotated by the motor 51; the bearing
unit 55 that supports the screw shaft 57; and the nut 59
that engages with the screw shaft 57 and is fixed to the
movable shaft 4. The movable shaft 4 includes: the first
plane surface 41; the second plane surface 42 making
an angle with respect to the first plane surface 41; the
third plane surface 43 located on the opposite side of the
first plane surface 41; and the fourth plane surface 44
located on the opposite side of the second plane surface
42. The stationary shaft 3 includes: the first bush 351 in
contact with the first plane surface 41; the second bush
352 in contact with the second plane surface 42; the third
bush 353 in contact with the third plane surface 43; the
fourth bush 354 in contact with the fourth plane surface
44; the first elastic member 363 pressing the third bush
353 to the third plane surface 43; and the second elastic
member 364 pressing the fourth bush 354 to the fourth
plane surface 44. The bearing unit 55 includes: the bear-
ings 551 in contact with the screw shaft 57; the bearing
holder 550 that fits in the mounting groove 39 provided
on the stationary shaft 3 and holds the bearings 551; and
the third elastic member 556 located between the bottom
surface of the mounting groove 39 and the bearing holder
550.
[0086] Accordingly, the movement of the movable
shaft 4 connected to the hub carrier 19 enables the pos-
ture of the wheel 102 to change. The extension-retraction
link 2 can easily change the relative posture of the wheel
102 with respect to the vehicle body.
[0087] Further, the first elastic member 363 and the
second elastic member 364 can maintain a state where
the first bush 351, the second bush 352, the third bush
353, and the fourth bush 354 are in contact with the mov-

able shaft 4. This prevents backlash of the movable shaft
4 without requiring high machining accuracy. The exten-
sion-retraction link 2 can hold the relative posture of the
movable shaft 4 and that of the stationary shaft 3 without
being abruptly changed by external force acting on the
extension-retraction link 2.
[0088] The movable shaft 4 can move in the radius
direction with respect to the stationary shaft 3 within rang-
es in which the first elastic member 363 and the second
elastic member 364 can be deformed. Accordingly, the
nut 59 attached to the movable shaft 4 moves in the radius
direction. However, a displacement of the axis of the nut
59 from the rotation axis Z of the screw shaft 57 is not
preferable, because the displacement may cause reduc-
tion in durability of the multiple rolling elements arranged
between the nut 59 and the screw shaft 57. When the
nut 59 is eccentric with respect to the screw shaft 57, a
load is not evenly applied to the multiple rolling elements
and then a large load is applied to some of the rolling
elements, thereby reducing the durability of these rolling
elements. For this reason, the nut 59 is preferably not
eccentric with respect to the screw shaft 57 even when
the nut 59 moves in the radius direction.
[0089] In the extension-retraction link 2 in the embod-
iment, the screw shaft 57 is supported by the bearing unit
55. The third elastic member 556 is provided between
the bottom surface of the mounting groove 39 and the
bearing holder 550, so that the screw shaft 57 can move
in the radius direction within a range in which the third
elastic member 556 can be deformed. Accordingly, the
screw shaft 57 moves in the radius direction with the
movement of the nut 59 in the radius direction. Reduction
of eccentricity between the nut 59 and the screw shaft
57 increases durability of the rolling elements arranged
between the nut 59 and the screw shaft 57.
[0090] In the extension-retraction link 2, the connected
portion (fastening portion 611) of the first universal joint
6a with the vehicle body side member 18, and the con-
nected portion (fastening portion 611) of the second uni-
versal joint 6b with the hub carrier 19 are located on the
same side with respect to the plane (e.g., the plane PZ
illustrated in FIG. 8) including the rotation axis Z of the
screw shaft 57, and on the opposite side of the third bush
353 and the fourth bush 354.
[0091] The positional relation among the stationary
shaft 3, the first universal joint 6a, the movable shaft 4,
and the second universal joint 6b causes force toward
the first bush 351 and the second bush 352 to act on the
movable shaft 4 with the movement of the movable shaft
4. Even in such a case, the first elastic member 363 and
the second elastic member 364 make it harder for a gap
to be formed between the third bush 353 and the third
plane surface 43 and between the fourth bush 354 and
the fourth plane surface 44. Accordingly, the extension-
retraction link 2 can prevent backlash of the movable
shaft 4 even when force in the radius direction is applied
to the movable shaft 4.
[0092] In the extension-retraction link 2, the angle α

17 18 



EP 3 722 119 A1

11

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

made between the first plane surface 41 and the second
plane surface 42 and the angle β made between the third
plane surface 43 and the fourth plane surface 44 are
acute angles.
[0093] For example, the movable shaft 4 may be de-
formed by a wheel load and the like received by the wheel
102 while the vehicle 10 is moving (especially while turn-
ing). In particular, the movable shaft 4 may be deformed
around an axis that is in parallel with the plane PZ illus-
trated in FIG. 8 and perpendicular to the rotation axis Z
(around the axis in parallel with the upper and lower di-
rection in FIG. 8). A section modulus of the movable shaft
4 about the axis when the angles α and β are acute angles
is larger than that when the angles α and β are obtuse
angles. Accordingly, stiffness of the movable shaft 4 with
respect to a moment applied to the movable shaft 4 in-
creases. This prevents deformation of the movable shaft
4, thereby making the movement of the movable shaft 4
smoother.
[0094] In the extension-retraction link 2, each of the
first bush 351, the second bush 352, the third bush 353,
and the fourth bush 354 includes multiple lubricant
grooves 35d filled with lubricant.
[0095] This makes it harder for lubricant surrounding
the movable shaft 4 to be exhausted, thereby making the
movement of the movable shaft 4 smoother. The angles
α and β are acute angles, thereby preventing deformation
of the movable shaft 4. As a result, lubricant surrounding
the movable shaft 4 is applied on the movable shaft 4.
[0096] In the extension-retraction link 2, the bearing
unit 55 includes: the washer 555 disposed in the mount-
ing groove 39 and overlapping with the bearing holder
550 in the axial direction; and the shim 557 disposed
between the bearing holder 550 and the washer 555.
[0097] This allows adjustment of the maximum dis-
tance in the axial direction from the end surface of the
bearing holder 550 to the end surface of the washer 555.
Accordingly, the gap between the bearing holder 550 and
the mounting groove 39 and the gap between the washer
555 and the mounting groove 39 in the axial direction
can be reduced or eliminated. As a result, backlash of
the bearing unit 55 in the axial direction is prevented.
[0098] In the extension-retraction link 2, the bearing
holder 550 includes the first tapered surface 550t at its
external end in the radius direction such that the first ta-
pered surface 550t becomes closer to the washer 555
toward the bottom surface of the mounting groove 39.
The washer 555 includes the second tapered surface
555t at its external end in the radius direction such that
the second tapered surface 555t becomes closer to the
bearing holder 550 toward the bottom surface of the
mounting groove 39.
[0099] This makes it easier to fit the bearing holder 550
and the washer 555 in the mounting groove 39. As a
result, the extension-retraction link 2 is easily assembled.
[0100] The suspension 1 including the extension-re-
traction link 2 can make the movement of the wheel 102
smooth by the movable shaft 4, the backlash of which is

prevented.
[0101] The universal joint (the first universal joint 6a or
the second universal joint 6b) includes: the housing 60;
the arm 61, part of which is located inside the housing
60; the external bush 63 located between the inner cir-
cumferential surface of the housing 60 and the arm 61;
the internal bush 65 located on the opposite side of the
external bush 63 with the arm 61 interposed therebe-
tween; and the supporting member 69 supporting the in-
ternal bush 65. The arm 61 includes: the arm convex
surface 617p that is a spherical convex surface; and the
arm concave surface 617q that is a spherical concave
surface. The external bush 63 includes the bush concave
surface 63q that is a spherical concave surface in contact
with the arm convex surface 617p. The internal bush 65
includes the bush convex surface 651p that is a spherical
convex surface in contact with the arm concave surface
617q.
[0102] With use of a conventionally available ball joint
having a ball and a socket, the increase of a movable
range and a permissible load requires the increase of the
diameter of the ball. On the other hand, with the universal
joint (the first universal joint 6a or the second universal
joint 6b) in the embodiment, the arm 61 is sandwiched
and held by the bush concave surface 63q of the external
bush 63 and the bush convex surface 651p of the internal
bush 65. Accordingly, a contact area between the arm
61 and the external bush 63 and a contact area between
the arm 61 and the internal bush 65 can be easily main-
tained constant, thereby increasing the permissible load
of the universal joint. Consequently, the universal joint is
smaller than the ball joint even when the movable range
and the permissible load are increased. Therefore, the
universal joint can easily increase the movable range and
achieve a compact size.
[0103] The universal joint (the first universal joint 6a or
the second universal joint 6b) includes the elastic mem-
bers 67 that push the internal bush 65 toward the arm 61.
[0104] This makes it harder for a gap to be formed be-
tween the arm 61 and the internal bush 65 and between
the arm 61 and the external bush 63. This prevents back-
lash of the universal joint (the first universal joint 6a or
the second universal joint 6b). As a result, the posture of
the wheel 102 is stabilized, thereby increasing running
stability of the vehicle 10.
[0105] In the universal joint (the first universal joint 6a
or the second universal joint 6b), the arm 61 includes the
arm end surface 617e located between the arm convex
surface 617p and the arm concave surface 617q. When
the arm end surface 617e is in contact with the supporting
member 69, the gap 60c is present between the arm 61
and the housing 60.
[0106] This reduces bending stress applied to the arm
61 when the arm 61 is tilted at a maximum with respect
to the housing 60. As a result, the arm 61 is prevented
from being broken.
[0107] In the universal joint (the first universal joint 6a
or the second universal joint 6b), the housing 60 includes

19 20 



EP 3 722 119 A1

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the female screw 601. The supporting member 69 in-
cludes the male screw 691 engaging with the female
screw 601. That is, the supporting member 69 is fixed to
the housing 60 by the engagement of the male screw
691 with the female screw 601.
[0108] This makes it possible to fix the supporting
member 69 to the housing 60 at a lower cost than a case
where the supporting member 69 is fixed to the housing
60 by swaging the housing 60 or a case where the sup-
porting member 69 is fixed to the housing 60 by welding.
Further, the size of the gap 60c between the arm 61 and
the housing 60 can be adjusted. Consequently, the uni-
versal joint (the first universal joint 6a or the second uni-
versal joint 6b) can prevent the interference of the arm
61 with the housing 60.
[0109] In the extension-retraction link 2, at least one
of the first universal joint 6a and the second universal
joint 6b is the universal joint described above.
[0110] This allows the first universal joint 6a or the sec-
ond universal joint 6b to have a wide movable range,
thereby allowing the extension-retraction link 2 to easily
change the relative posture of the wheel 102 with respect
to the vehicle body.
[0111] The universal joint (the first universal joint 6a or
the second universal joint 6b) has a compact size, there-
by allowing the suspension 1 to have a plurality of uni-
versal joints arranged close to one another. Accordingly,
the suspension 1 can include the multiple extension-re-
traction links 2, thereby allowing the wheel 102 to easily
change its relative posture with respect to the vehicle
body.
[0112] In the extension-retraction link 2, the actuator 5
includes: the motor 51 attached to the stationary shaft 3;
the screw shaft 57 rotated by the motor 51; the clutch 7
disposed between the motor 51 and the screw shaft 57;
and the nut 59 that engages with the screw shaft 57 and
is fixed to the movable shaft 4. The clutch 7 includes the
input side member 71, the first brake shoe 73, the second
brake shoe 75, the brake drum 77, and the engagement
element 79. The input side member 71 rotates together
with the shaft 511 of the motor 51 and has the first pin
711 and the second pin 712. The first brake shoe 73 has
the first fitting portion 730, in which the first pin 711 fits.
The second brake shoe 75 has the second fitting portion
750, in which the second pin 712 fits, and is located on
the opposite side of the first brake shoe 73 with respect
to the rotation axis Z of the screw shaft 57. The brake
drum 77 has the inner circumferential surface facing the
outer circumferential surfaces of the first brake shoe 73
and the second brake shoe 75 and is fixed to the station-
ary shaft 3. It rotates together with the screw shaft 57
and fits in the gap between the first brake shoe 73 and
the second brake shoe 75.
[0113] Accordingly, the extension-retraction link 2 can
change the posture of the wheel 102 by moving the mov-
able shaft 4. The extension-retraction link 2 can easily
change the relative posture of the wheel 102 with respect
to the vehicle body. Further, when the screw shaft 57 is

rotated by external force applied to the movable shaft 4,
force is applied by the engagement element 79 in such
a direction that the first brake shoe 73 and the second
brake shoe 75 separate from each other. This causes
the first brake shoe 73 and the second brake shoe 75 to
be pressed to the brake drum 77, thereby preventing the
rotation of the engagement element 79 and the screw
shaft 57. In this way, even when external force is applied
to the movable shaft 4 at the time of stoppage of the
motor 51, the movement of the movable shaft 4 is re-
stricted. The extension-retraction link 2 can easily main-
tain the relative posture of the wheel 102 with respect to
the vehicle body. When the position of the movable shaft
4 is maintained, no electric power supply to the motor 51
is required. Accordingly, the extension-retraction link 2
can reduce power consumption.
[0114] The extension-retraction link 2 includes the
elastic members 74 that apply force in such a direction
that the first brake shoe 73 and the second brake shoe
75 separate from each other.
[0115] Accordingly, even when the engagement ele-
ment 79 does not push the first brake shoe 73 and the
second brake shoe 75, the elastic members 74 press the
first brake shoe 73 and the second brake shoe 75 to the
brake drum 77. Consequently, the extension-retraction
link 2 can prevent backlash of the first brake shoe 73 due
to the gap between the engagement element 79 and the
first brake shoe 73, and backlash of the second brake
shoe 75 due to the gap between the engagement element
79 and the second brake shoe 75.
[0116] The suspension 1 including the actuator 5 has
the clutch 7, thereby reducing the power consumption of
the vehicle.

Reference Signs List

[0117]

1 suspension
10 vehicle
101 hub unit
102 wheel
11 shock absorber
18 vehicle body side member
19 hub carrier
2 extension-retraction link
3 stationary shaft
31 first member
311 first facing surface
311d recess
312 second facing surface
312d recess
315 groove
319 mounting groove
32 second member
323 third facing surface
323d recess
324 fourth facing surface
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324d recess
329 mounting groove
351 first bush
352 second bush
353 third bush
354 fourth bush
363 first elastic member
364 second elastic member
39 mounting groove
4 movable shaft
40 internal space
41 first plane surface
42 second plane surface
43 third plane surface
44 fourth plane surface
45 stopper
5 actuator
51 motor
511 shaft
515 key
55 bearing unit
550 bearing holder
5501 main body
5502 flange portion
5503 bottom portion
552 spacer
553 snap ring
555 washer
556 third elastic member
557 shim
558 locknut
57 screw shaft
58 snap ring
59 nut
6a first universal joint
6b second universal joint
60 housing
60c gap
61 arm
611 fastening portion
613 flange portion
615 intermediate portion
617 sliding portion
617e arm end surface
617p arm convex surface
617q arm concave surface
63 external bush
63q bush concave surface
65 internal bush
651 head portion
651p bush convex surface
653 body portion
67 elastic member
69 supporting member
691 male screw
693 first recess
695 second recess
7 clutch

71 input side member
710 main body
711 first pin
712 second pin
715 key groove
73 first brake shoe
730 first fitting portion
731 first engagement groove
733 first elastic member groove
74 elastic member
75 second brake shoe
750 second fitting portion
751 second engagement groove
753 second elastic member groove
77 brake drum
79 engagement element
9 controller
S gap
Z rotation axis

Claims

1. An extension-retraction link, comprising:

a stationary shaft having a tubular shape;
a first universal joint that connects the stationary
shaft to a vehicle body side member such that
the stationary shaft is capable of rotating and
swinging with respect to the vehicle body side
member;
a movable shaft, part of which is located inside
the stationary shaft, and that is capable of sliding
with respect to the stationary shaft;
a second universal joint that connects the mov-
able shaft to a hub carrier such that the movable
shaft is capable of rotating and swinging with
respect to the hub carrier; and
an actuator that includes: a motor attached to
the stationary shaft; a screw shaft rotated by the
motor; a bearing unit that supports the screw
shaft; and a nut that engages with the screw
shaft and is fixed to the movable shaft, wherein
the movable shaft includes: a first plane surface;
a second plane surface making an angle with
respect to the first plane surface; a third plane
surface located on the opposite side of the first
plane surface; and a fourth plane surface locat-
ed on the opposite side of the second plane sur-
face,
the stationary shaft includes: a first bush in con-
tact with the first plane surface; a second bush
in contact with the second plane surface; a third
bush in contact with the third plane surface; a
fourth bush in contact with the fourth plane sur-
face; a first elastic member pressing the third
bush to the third plane surface; and a second
elastic member pressing the fourth bush to the
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fourth plane surface, and
the bearing unit includes: a bearing that is in
contact with the screw shaft; a bearing holder
that fits in a mounting groove provided to the
stationary shaft and holds the bearing; and a
third elastic member that is located between a
bottom surface of the mounting groove and the
bearing holder.

2. The extension-retraction link according to claim 1,
wherein a connected portion of the first universal joint
and the vehicle body side member and a connected
portion of the second universal joint and the hub car-
rier are located on an identical side with respect to
a plane including a rotation axis of the screw shaft,
and are located on the opposite side of the third bush
and the fourth bush.

3. The extension-retraction link according to claim 2,
wherein the angle made between the first plane sur-
face and the second plane surface and an angle
made between the third plane surface and the fourth
plane surface are acute angles.

4. The extension-retraction link according to any one
of claims 1 to 3, wherein each of the first bush, the
second bush, the third bush, and the fourth bush
includes a plurality of lubricant grooves, in which lu-
bricant is filled.

5. The extension-retraction link according to any one
of claims 1 to 4, wherein the bearing unit includes:
a washer that is disposed in the mounting groove
and that overlaps with the bearing holder in an axial
direction parallel with a rotation axis of the screw
shaft; and a shim that is disposed between the bear-
ing holder and the washer.

6. The extension-retraction link according to claim 5,
wherein
the bearing holder includes a first tapered surface
that is disposed at an external end of the bearing
holder in a radius direction perpendicular to the axial
direction such that the first tapered surface becomes
closer to the washer toward a bottom surface of the
mounting groove, and
the washer includes a second tapered surface that
is disposed at an external end of the washer in the
radius direction such that the second tapered surface
becomes closer to the bearing holder toward the bot-
tom surface of the mounting groove.

7. A suspension, comprising the extension-retraction
link according to any one of claims 1 to 6.

25 26 



EP 3 722 119 A1

15



EP 3 722 119 A1

16



EP 3 722 119 A1

17



EP 3 722 119 A1

18



EP 3 722 119 A1

19



EP 3 722 119 A1

20



EP 3 722 119 A1

21



EP 3 722 119 A1

22



EP 3 722 119 A1

23



EP 3 722 119 A1

24



EP 3 722 119 A1

25



EP 3 722 119 A1

26



EP 3 722 119 A1

27



EP 3 722 119 A1

28



EP 3 722 119 A1

29



EP 3 722 119 A1

30



EP 3 722 119 A1

31

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 3 722 119 A1

32

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 3 722 119 A1

33

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• JP 2015155255 A [0003]


	bibliography
	abstract
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report
	cited references

