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(54) IMAGE PROCESSING APPARATUS CAPABLE OF SETTING VARIOUS PROCESSES USING 
OPERATION SCREEN

(57) An image processing apparatus (100) is capable
of reducing a user’s burden about setting of setting infor-
mation while maintaining a desired security level about
the setting information. An operation screen (121) dis-
plays information. A holding unit (106, 107, 109, 607)
holds setting information about a job when a user logs
out from the image processing apparatus during execu-
tion of the job. A display control unit (106, 305, 307, 308)
displays the setting information held by the holding unit
on the operation screen when the user who logged out
from the image processing apparatus during execution
of the job logs in to the image processing apparatus
again, and to restrict the displaying on the operation
screen when a user other than the user who logged out
from the image processing apparatus logs in to the image
processing apparatus.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to an image
processing apparatus capable of setting various proc-
esses using an operation screen, a portable terminal, an
information processing apparatus, a control method for
the image processing apparatus, and a storage medium
storing a control program therefor.

Description of the Related Art

[0002] When a user logs in to an image processing
apparatus and sets up setting information about various
processes using an operation screen of the image
processing apparatus, various processes will be per-
formed on the basis of the setting information in the image
processing apparatus. At this time, setting items for set-
ting up the setting information corresponding to the var-
ious processes on the basis of a display control job used
for a display process of the operation screen concerned
is displayed on the operation screen.
[0003] Incidentally, the user may log out from the im-
age processing apparatus while setting the setting infor-
mation to the setting items corresponding to the various
processes. In this case, the display control job automat-
ically stops and the setting information that was set up
to the middle by the user who logged out is eliminated
so that another user who will log in next can set up the
setting information using the operation screen (for exam-
ple, see Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication (Kokai)
No. 2008-152483 (JP 2008-152483A)).
[0004] However, since the setting information set up
to the middle using the operation screen will be eliminated
once a user logs out from an image processing apparatus
according to the technique described in the above-men-
tioned publication, the user needs to set up the setting
information from the beginning when the user logs in to
the image processing apparatus again. That is, a user’s
burden about setting of the setting information increases.
[0005] On the other hand, for example, it can be con-
sidered that the setting information set up to the middle
on the operation screen is held within a period after a
user logs out from the image processing apparatus until
the user concerned logs in to the image processing ap-
paratus again in order to eliminate the necessity for set-
ting the setting information from the beginning. In this
case, if a user other than the user who logged out logs
in to the image processing apparatus during the period,
the other user can change the setting information cur-
rently held on the operation screen and can instruct ex-
ecution of the process corresponding to the setting infor-
mation, and therefore, a desired security level cannot be
maintained about the setting information.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0006] The present invention provides an image
processing apparatus, a portable terminal, an informa-
tion processing apparatus, a control method for the im-
age processing apparatus, and a storage medium storing
a control program therefor, which are capable of reducing
a user’s burden about setting of setting information while
maintaining a desired security level about the setting in-
formation.
[0007] The present invention provides an image
processing apparatus according to one of claims 1
through 6.
[0008] The present invention provides a portable ter-
minal according to claim 7.
[0009] The present invention provides an information
processing apparatus according to an operation screen,
an execution instruction unit configured to claim 8.
[0010] The present invention provides a control meth-
od for an image processing apparatus according to claim
9.
[0011] The present invention provides a non-transitory
computer-readable storage medium storing a control
program according to claim 10.
[0012] According to the present invention, the user’s
burden about the setting information is reduced while
maintaining the desired security level about the setting
information.
[0013] Further features of the present invention will be-
come apparent from the following description of exem-
plary embodiments with reference to the attached draw-
ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0014]

FIG. 1 is a block diagram schematically showing a
configuration of an image processing apparatus ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 2 is a view showing an example of a main menu
screen displayed on an LCD unit shown in FIG. 1.
FIG. 3 is a flowchart for describing a login process
performed with the image processing apparatus in
FIG. 1.
FIG. 4 is a view showing an example of a setting
menu screen displayed on the LCD unit in FIG. 1.
FIG. 5 is a view showing another example of the
main menu screen displayed on the LCD unit shown
in FIG. 1.
FIG. 6 is a flowchart for describing a logout process
performed with the image processing apparatus in
FIG. 1.
FIG. 7 is a view showing an example of a selection
screen displayed on the LCD unit in FIG. 1.
FIG. 8 is a flowchart for describing a display-control-
job stop process performed with the image process-
ing apparatus in FIG. 1.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

[0015] Hereafter, embodiments according to the
present invention will be described in detail with refer-
ence to the drawings.
[0016] FIG. 1 is a block diagram schematically showing
a configuration of an image processing apparatus 100
according to an embodiment of the present invention.
[0017] As shown in FIG. 1, the image processing ap-
paratus 100 is provided with a controller unit 101, a scan-
ner 102, a printer 103, an operation unit 104, and a card
reader 105. The controller unit 101 is provided with a
CPU 106, a RAM 107, a ROM 108, an HDD 109, a net-
work I/F 110, a modem 111, an operation I/F 112, an
image bus I/F 113, and an external I/F 114. These com-
ponents are mutually connected via a system bath 115.
Furthermore, the controller unit 101 is provided with a
raster image processor (hereinafter referred to as an
"RIP") 116, a printer I/F 117, a scanner I/F 118, and an
image processing unit 119. These components and the
image bus I/F 113 are mutually connected via an image
bus 120.
[0018] The image processing apparatus 100 reads im-
age data with the scanner 102 and prints the image data
with the printer 103. The controller unit 101 performs data
communication with the components (specifically, the
scanner 102, the printer 103, the operation unit 104, and
the card reader 105) to control the components. The
scanner 102 irradiates an original in response to a control
signal transmitted from the CPU 106, scans the original
using a CCD line sensor (not shown), and generates im-
age data by converting an image on the original into an
electrical signal. The printer 103 prints the image data
generated with the scanner 102 in response to the control
signal transmitted from the CPU 106. The operation unit
104 is provided with an LCD unit 121. The LCD unit 121
displays a main menu as shown in FIG. 2 and a setting
menu (a setting screen, see FIG. 4) mentioned later, for
example.
[0019] Setting items of various processes that the im-
age processing apparatus 100 performs corresponding
to the setting menu are displayed on the setting menu.
A user sets up pieces of setting information correspond-
ing to the various processes by entering numerical values
in the setting items, for example. That is, the user sets
up the pieces of setting information corresponding to the
various processes through the operation unit 104 (the
LCD unit 121).
[0020] Moreover, the LCD unit 121 displays buttons
201 to 205 corresponding to functions of the image
processing apparatus 100 in the main menu shown in
FIG. 2. The button 201 is selected when a copy process
that performs a scan process and a printing process is
performed. The button 202 is selected when image data
generated through the scan process is saved. The button
203 is selected when desired data used for the various
processes among the various data stored in the HDD
109 is displayed, for example. The button 204 is selected

when the printing process is performed. The button 205
is selected when image data generated by performing
the scan process is transmitted to various devices, for
example.
[0021] When a button displayed on the LCD unit 121
is selectively pressed by the user, the operation unit 104
transmits information about the pressed position on the
LCD unit 121 to the CPU 106 through the operation I/F
112. Moreover, the operation unit 104 is provided with
various operation keys (not shown), such as a start key,
a stop key, an ID key, and a reset key.
[0022] The card reader 105 reads user information that
identifies a user and is used in user authentication etc.
from an IC card, and transmits the read user information
to the external I/F 114. The user information that the ex-
ternal I/F 114 received is managed by the CPU 106. The
CPU 106 controls the entire system of the image process-
ing apparatus 101. The RAM 107 stores programs and
various data that the CPU 106 runs, and is used as a
temporary working area of the CPU 106. The ROM 108
stores a boot program and various control programs that
the CPU 106 runs.
[0023] The HDD 109 stores various programs that the
CPU 106 runs, image data, etc. The network I/F 110 per-
forms data communication with the various devices that
are connected to the LAN 122. The modem 111 performs
facsimile communication with the various devices con-
nected to a public line 123, for example. The operation
I/F 112 performs data communication with the operation
unit 104. For example, the operation I/F 112 transmits
image data to the operation unit 104, and the operation
unit 104 displays the received image data on the LCD
unit 121.
[0024] Moreover, the operation I/F 112 receives the
setting information that is set up by the user using the
operation unit 104 and is transmitted from the operation
unit 104. The image bus I/F 113 is a bus bridge that con-
nects the system bus 115 and the image bus 120. The
image bus 120 employs a PCI bus or IEEE 1394, and
transmits image data at high speed. The RIP 116 devel-
ops vector data in a PDL code to bitmap image data, for
example. The printer I/F 117 performs data communica-
tion with the printer 103. The scanner I/F 118 performs
data communication with the scanner 102. The image
processing unit 119 performs correction, processing, and
editing to input image data, and performs correction, res-
olution conversion, etc. to print output image data.
[0025] Next, a login process and a logout process that
are performed with the image processing apparatus 100
will be described with reference to FIG. 3 through FIG. 7.
[0026] Usually, since the setting information set up to
the middle using the setting screen on the LCD unit 121
in the image processing apparatus 100 will be eliminated
once a user logs out from the image processing appara-
tus 100, the user who logs in to the image processing
apparatus 100 again needs to set up setting information
from the beginning. That is, a user’s burden about setting
of the setting information increases.
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[0027] On the other hand, for example, it can be con-
sidered that the setting information set up to the middle
on the setting screen is held in a period after a user logs
out from the image processing apparatus 100 until the
user concerned logs in to the image processing appara-
tus 100 again in order to eliminate the necessity for set-
ting the setting information from the beginning. In this
case, if a user other than the user who logged out logs
in to the image processing apparatus 100 during the pe-
riod concerned, the other user can change the setting
information currently held on the setting screen and can
instruct execution of the process corresponding to the
setting information, and therefore, a desired security level
cannot be maintained about the process corresponding
to the setting information. For example, the security level
that prohibits a user other than the user who sets the
setting information (hereinafter referred to as a "setup
user") from instructing execution of the process corre-
sponding to the setting information concerned cannot be
maintained.
[0028] Corresponding to this, the processes in FIG. 3
and FIG. 6 hold the setting information set by the setup
user using the LCD unit 121 when the setup user logs
out from the image processing apparatus 100, and con-
trol so that the held setting information is not displayed
on the LCD unit 121 when a user other than the setup
user logs in.
[0029] FIG. 3 is a flowchart for describing the login
process performed with the image processing apparatus
100 in FIG. 1.
[0030] The process in FIG. 3 and the process in FIG.
6 mentioned later are performed when the CPU 106 runs
the various programs stored in the RAM 107 and the
HDD 109.
[0031] As shown in FIG. 3, the CPU 106 first deter-
mines whether login of a user is permitted on the basis
of a user ID entered through the operation unit 104 by
the user concerned (step 301). When the login is permit-
ted, the CPU 106 determines whether there is an active
job (step 302).
[0032] As a result of the determination in the step 302,
when there is no active job, the CPU 106 executes a
display control job on the basis of a setting list shown in
the following Table 1 registered beforehand, and displays
a setting menu corresponding to each user according to
execution of the display control job on the LCD unit 121
(step 307).

[0033] As shown in Table 1, the setting list includes

Table 1

USER ID SETTING SCREEN

USER 1 SCAN AND SAVE

USER 2 COPY

USER 3 PRINT

the "user ID" that identifies a user and the "setting screen"
in which a setting menu corresponding to a user ID is
shown. For example, when login of the user 1 is permitted
in the step 301, the setting menu corresponding to "SCAN
AND SAVE" shown in Table 1 is displayed in the step
307. The CPU 106 finishes this process after performing
the process in the step 307.
[0034] As a result of the determination in the step 302,
when there is an active job, the CPU 106 determines
whether a user ID that identifies a user who instructs a
locking process in the locking process performed in step
607 in FIG. 6 mentioned later is registered (step 303).
[0035] Hereinafter, the locking process performed in
the step 607 in FIG. 6 will be described before describing
the process in FIG. 6 to facilitate the description of the
embodiment.
[0036] The locking process is performed when a user
logs out from the image processing apparatus 100. The
setup user shall enter desired numerical values etc. (for
example, "1" in "PAGE" and "AUTO A4" in "READING
SIZE" in FIG. 4 correspond) in the setting items (for ex-
ample, "PAGE" and "READING SIZE" in FIG. 4 corre-
spond) in the setting menu (see FIG. 4) that is displayed
on the basis of the display control job before performing
the locking process.
[0037] When the locking process is performed in the
step 607, the display control job is continuously per-
formed on a background after that, and the setting menu
is no longer displayed. However, since the execution of
the display control job is not stopped, the setting menu
is held as the setting information with the numerical val-
ues etc. entered in the setting items (a holding unit). That
is, when the locking process is performed, the display
control job is continuously executed and the setting menu
is held. Accordingly, the numerical values etc. entered in
the setting menu concerned, such as the sheet size and
the number of pages, are held as the setting information.
[0038] On the other hand, when the locking process is
performed, even if a user other than the user (setup user)
who instructs the locking process logs in to the image
processing apparatus 100 after that, the setting menu
having the setting items to which the setup user entered
the numerical values etc. is not displayed on the LCD
unit 121 because the display control job corresponding
to the setting menu concerned is executed on a back-
ground. Accordingly, the other user cannot operate the
held setting menu.
[0039] Referring back to the process in FIG. 3, as a
result of the determination in the step 303, when the user
ID that identifies the user who instructs execution of the
locking process is registered, the CPU 106 determines
whether the registered user ID is coincident with the user
ID that the user entered (hereinafter referred to as an
"entered user ID") (step 304).
[0040] As a result of the determination in the step 304,
when the registered user ID is coincident with the entered
user ID, it is specified that the locking process is instruct-
ed by the user whose login is permitted in the step 301.
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Then, the CPU 106 displays the setting menu (for exam-
ple, the setting menu shown in FIG. 4) held by performing
the locking process on the LCD unit 121 together with
the numerical values etc. that are entered by the user
(setup user) who instructs the locking process (step 305).
[0041] As a result of the determination in the step 304,
when the registered user ID is not coincident with the
entered user ID, it is specified that the locking process
is not instructed by the user whose login is permitted in
the step 301. That is, it is specified that a user other than
the setup user logs in. Then, the CPU 106 determines
whether the setting menu corresponding to the user ID
entered in the setting list show in Table 1 (hereinafter
referred to as an "ID-corresponding setting menu") and
the setting menu held according to the locking process
(hereinafter referred to as a "held setting menu") are re-
lated mutually (step 306). Assuming that the held setting
menu corresponds to the setting information used for per-
forming the scan process, for example, when the ID-cor-
responding setting menu corresponds to the setting in-
formation used for performing the scan process, it is de-
termined that the held setting menu and the ID-corre-
sponding setting menu are related mutually in the step
306. When the ID-corresponding setting menu does not
correspond to the setting information used for performing
the scan process, it is determined that the held setting
menu and the ID-corresponding setting menu are not re-
lated mutually.
[0042] As a result of the determination in the step 306,
when the held setting menu and the ID-corresponding
setting menu are related mutually, the CPU 106 executes
the display control job that avoids displaying the setting
menu relevant to the held setting menu (namely, the ID-
corresponding setting menu) in step 308 (a display con-
trol unit). Specifically, when the display control job in the
step 308 is executed, a screen like a main menu screen
shown in FIG. 5 is displayed on the LCD unit 121. In this
screen, the buttons 501 and 502 for displaying the setting
menus relevant to the held setting menu (the setting
menu corresponding to the setting information used for
performing the scan process in this case) are displayed
so as not to be selectable, and the buttons 503 through
505 for displaying the setting menus irrelevant to the held
setting menu are displayed so as to be selectable. The
CPU 106 finishes this process after performing the proc-
ess in the step 308.
[0043] When the user ID that identifies the user who
instructed execution of the locking process is not regis-
tered as a result of the determination in the step 303, or
when the ID-corresponding setting menu and the held
setting menu are not related as a result of the determi-
nation in the step 306, the CPU 106 executes the display
control job for displaying the setting menu (the setting
menu irrelevant to the held setting menu) corresponding
to the entered user ID in the setting list shown in Table
1 on the LCD unit 121, displays the setting menu corre-
sponding to the entered user ID concerned on the LCD
unit 121 (step 307), and finishes this process.

[0044] FIG. 6 is a flowchart for describing the logout
process performed with the image processing apparatus
100 in FIG. 1.
[0045] As shown in FIG. 6, when receiving a logout
request from the operation unit 104 (YES in the step 601),
the CPU 106 first determines whether there is an active
job (step 602).
[0046] As a result of the determination in the step 602,
when there is an active job, the CPU 106 determines
whether the display control job is executed (step 603).
[0047] As a result of the determination in the step 603,
when the display control job is executed, the CPU 106
displays a selection screen 704 shown in FIG. 7 on the
LCD unit 121 (step 604). In the selection screen 704
shown in FIG. 7, a logout button 701 to stop an active
job and to log out, a lock button 702 to perform the locking
process, and an abort button 703 to cancel the logout
are displayed, for example, in addition to a message that
indicates the active job.
[0048] Next, the CPU 106 determines whether one of
the buttons 701 through 703 in the selection screen 704
is operated (selected) within a predetermined period
(step 605).
[0049] As a result of the determination in the step 605,
when one of the buttons 701 through 703 in the selection
screen 704 is operated within the predetermined period,
the CPU 106 decides a process that should be performed
according to one of the buttons 701 through 703 that is
operated (step 606).
[0050] In the step 606, when the lock button 702 is
selected, the CPU 106 performs the locking process
(step 607). Specifically, the CPU 106 continuously exe-
cutes the display control job on a background, and holds
the setting menu displayed according to the display con-
trol job together with the numerical values that the setup
user entered in the setting items as the setting informa-
tion. Furthermore, the CPU 106 registers the user ID that
was entered when the user who selects the lock button
702 logged in to the image processing apparatus 100 as
a user ID that identifies a user who instructs the locking
process. Then, the CPU 106 proceeds with the process
step 609.
[0051] When the logout button 701 is selected in the
step 606, or when none of the buttons 701 through 703
in the selection screen 704 is operated within the prede-
termined period as a result of the determination in the
step 605, the CPU 106 stops all the jobs including the
display control job (step 608). Next, the CPU 106 exe-
cutes the logout procedure (step 609), and finishes this
process.
[0052] When the abort button 703 is selected in the
step 606, the CPU 106 returns the process to the step
601.
[0053] When there is no active job as a result of the
determination in the step 602, or when the display control
job is not executed as a result of the determination in the
step 603, the CPU 106 executes the logout procedure
(the step 609), and finishes this process.
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[0054] According to the processes in FIG. 3 and FIG.
6, the locking process is performed when the setup user
logs out from the image processing apparatus 100, and
the held setting menu is held together with the numerical
values that the setup user entered in the setting items
(step 607). Accordingly, when the setup user logs in to
the image processing apparatus 100 again, the held set-
ting menu is displayed on the LCD unit 121, which re-
duces the burden of the setup user about setting of the
setting menu.
[0055] On the other hand, when a user other than the
setup user logs in to the image processing apparatus
100, the buttons 501 through 505 are displayed on the
LCD unit 121 so that the buttons 501 and 502 for display-
ing the setting menu relevant to the above-mentioned
held setting menu cannot be selected. Accordingly, since
a setting menu relevant to the held setting menu is not
displayed on the LCD unit 121, the other user cannot
instruct a change of the setting information set up in the
held setting menu and execution of the process corre-
sponding to the held setting menu. Accordingly, the us-
er’s burden about the setting of the setting menu is re-
duced while maintaining the desired security level about
the process corresponding to the held setting menu.
[0056] In the process in FIG. 6, when the locking proc-
ess is performed at the time when a user logs out, the
display control job is continuously executed and the held
setting menu is held. That is, the display control job holds
the held setting menu approximately. Accordingly, since
it is not necessary to prepare a memory for holding the
held setting menu etc., a desired security level is main-
tained about the process corresponding to the held set-
ting menu with a simple mechanism.
[0057] Moreover, in the process in FIG. 6, the selection
screen 704 that allows a user to select the lock button
702 to perform the locking process is displayed on the
LCD unit 121. This gives a user a chance to decide that
the setting menu is needed to be held by performing the
locking process, and improves a user’s convenience.
[0058] Furthermore, in the process in FIG. 3, when the
other user logs in, the setting menu of the process irrel-
evant to the held setting menu is displayed on the LCD
unit 121. Accordingly, when the other user logs in, the
other user can set up the setting information in the setting
menu irrelevant to the held setting menu, which ensures
the other user’s convenience.
[0059] Although the present invention has been de-
scribed using the embodiment, the present invention is
not limited to the embodiment mentioned above.
[0060] For example, although the displaying of the held
setting menu is avoided when the other user logs in in
the embodiment, it may be controlled so as not to perform
the various processes that are based on the settings of
the held setting menu even if the held setting menu is
displayed (a processing unit).
[0061] Moreover, although the held setting menu is
continuously held as long as the display control job is
executed in the embodiment, the holding of the held set-

ting menu may be stopped by performing a display-con-
trol-job stop process shown in FIG. 8, when the setup
user who logged out does not log in during a predeter-
mined period.
[0062] FIG. 8 is a flowchart for describing the display-
control-job stop process performed with the image
processing apparatus 100 in FIG. 1.
[0063] The process in FIG. 8 is performed when the
CPU 106 runs the various programs stored in the RAM
107 and the HDD 109, and is performed in parallel to the
processes in FIG. 3, and FIG. 6.
[0064] Specifically, the CPU 106 determines first
whether a user logged in to the image processing appa-
ratus 100 (step 801).
[0065] As a result of the determination in the step 801,
when a user did not log in to the image processing ap-
paratus 100, the CPU 106 starts measurement of time
and determines whether a predetermined period elapsed
(step 802). The predetermined period is set up so as not
to spoil a user’s convenience, and for example, 20 min-
utes period is set up in the embodiment. When the pre-
determined period (for example, 20 minutes) elapsed
(YES in the step 802), the CPU 106 determines whether
there is an active display control job (step 803). Here,
the display control job in the step 803 includes the display
control job that is continuously executed on a background
in the step 606.
[0066] As a result of the determination in the step 803,
when there is an active display control job, the CPU 106
stops the display control job concerned (step 804), and
finishes this process. Since the display control job that
approximately holds the held setting menu and is contin-
uously executed on a background is also stopped at this
time, the holding of the held setting menu is also stopped.
[0067] When a user logged in to the image processing
apparatus 100 as a result of the determination in the step
801, or when there is no active display control job as a
result of the determination in the step 803, the CPU 106
finishes this process.
[0068] According to the process in FIG. 8 mentioned
above, the period within which the set-up setting menu
is held (i.e., the period within which update of the setting
menu corresponding to a user ID that identifies a user
who logged out becomes invalid and within which another
user cannot set up the setting menu concerned) is short-
ened to necessary minimum, which ensures an another
user’s convenience.
[0069] Moreover, for example, the predetermined pe-
riod that is measured in the step 802 may be set up when
a user selects the button 702 in the step 606 in FIG. 6.
Accordingly, a user’s request is reflected in the period
holding the setting menu, which ensures a user’s con-
venience.
[0070] Although the embodiment describes the case
where the present invention is applied to an image
processing apparatus with an operation screen, an ap-
plying target of the present invention is not limited to an
image processing apparatus. For example, the present
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invention is applicable to a portable terminal that trans-
mits a job to an image processing apparatus and makes
an image forming apparatus execute a process on the
basis of the transmitted job, information processing ap-
paratuses, such as a job server and a client PC.
[0071] A portable terminal to which the present inven-
tion is applied includes an operation screen, an execution
instruction unit that makes an image processing appara-
tus execute various processes based on setting informa-
tion set up using an operation screen, an operation unit
that receives a login operation by a user to the image
processing apparatus and a logout operation of a user
from the image processing apparatus, a holding unit that
holds the setting information about a job when a user
logs out from the image processing apparatus during ex-
ecution of the job, and a display control unit that displays
the setting information held by the holding unit on the
operation screen when a user who logged out from the
image processing apparatus during execution of the job
logs in to the image processing apparatus again, and that
restricts the displaying on the operation screen when a
user other than the user who logged out from the image
processing apparatus logs in to the image processing
apparatus.
[0072] An information processing apparatus to which
the present invention is applied includes an operation
screen, an execution instruction unit that makes an image
processing apparatus execute various processes based
on setting information set up using an operation screen,
an operation unit that receives a login operation by a user
to the image processing apparatus and a logout opera-
tion of a user from the image processing apparatus, a
holding unit that holds the setting information about a job
when a user logs out from the image processing appa-
ratus during execution of the job, and a display control
unit that displays the setting information held by the hold-
ing unit on the operation screen when a user who logged
out from the image processing apparatus during execu-
tion of the job logs in to the image processing apparatus
again, and that restricts the displaying on the operation
screen when a user other than the user who logged out
from the image processing apparatus logs in to the image
processing apparatus.

Other Embodiments

[0073] Embodiment(s) of the present invention can al-
so be realized by a computer of a system or apparatus
that reads out and executes computer executable in-
structions (e.g., one or more programs) recorded on a
storage medium (which may also be referred to more
fully as a ’non-transitory computer-readable storage me-
dium’) to perform the functions of one or more of the
above-described embodiment(s) and/or that includes
one or more circuits (e.g., application specific integrated
circuit (ASIC)) for performing the functions of one or more
of the above-described embodiment(s), and by a method
performed by the computer of the system or apparatus

by, for example, reading out and executing the computer
executable instructions from the storage medium to per-
form the functions of one or more of the above-described
embodiment(s) and/or controlling the one or more circuits
to perform the functions of one or more of the above-
described embodiment (s) . The computer may comprise
one or more processors (e.g., central processing unit
(CPU), micro processing unit (MPU)) and may include a
network of separate computers or separate processors
to read out and execute the computer executable instruc-
tions. The computer executable instructions may be pro-
vided to the computer, for example, from a network or
the storage medium. The storage medium may include,
for example, one or more of a hard disk, a random-access
memory (RAM), a read only memory (ROM), a storage
of distributed computing systems, an optical disk (such
as a compact disc (CD), digital versatile disc (DVD), or
Blu-ray Disc (BD)™), a flash memory device, a memory
card, and the like.
[0074] While the present invention has been described
with reference to exemplary embodiments, it is to be un-
derstood that the invention is not limited to the disclosed
exemplary embodiments. The scope of the following
claims is to be accorded the broadest interpretation so
as to encompass all such modifications and equivalent
structures and functions.
[0075] An image processing apparatus (100) is capa-
ble of reducing a user’s burden about setting of setting
information while maintaining a desired security level
about the setting information. An operation screen (121)
displays information. A holding unit (106, 107, 109, 607)
holds setting information about a job when a user logs
out from the image processing apparatus during execu-
tion of the job. A display control unit (106, 305, 307, 308)
displays the setting information held by the holding unit
on the operation screen when the user who logged out
from the image processing apparatus during execution
of the job logs in to the image processing apparatus
again, and to restrict the displaying on the operation
screen when a user other than the user who logged out
from the image processing apparatus logs in to the image
processing apparatus.

Claims

1. An image processing apparatus (100) comprising:

an operation screen (121) that displays informa-
tion;
a holding unit (106, 107, 109, 607) configured
to hold setting information about a job when a
user logs out from the image processing appa-
ratus (100) during execution of the job; and
a display control unit (106, 305, 307, 308) con-
figured to display the setting information held by
said holding unit on said operation screen (121)
when the user who logged out from the image
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processing apparatus (100) during execution of
the job logs in to the image processing appara-
tus (100) again, and to restrict the displaying on
said operation screen (121) when a user other
than the user who logged out from the image
processing apparatus (100) logs in to the image
processing apparatus (100).

2. The image processing apparatus (100) according to
claim 1, wherein setting items in response to execu-
tion of the job are displayed on said operation screen
(121), and
wherein said holding unit (106, 107, 109, 607) con-
tinues the execution of the job and holds the setting
information when the user logs out.

3. The image processing apparatus (100) according to
claim 1, further comprising a processing unit (106,
308) configured to avoid execution of the various
processes based on the setting information held by
said holding unit (106, 107, 109, 607) when the other
user logs in.

4. The image processing apparatus (100) according to
claim 1, wherein said holding unit (106, 107, 109,
607) stops holding the setting information when the
user who logged out does not log in within a prede-
termined period.

5. The image processing apparatus (100) according to
claim 1, wherein said display control unit (106, 305,
307, 308) displays a selection screen so as to make
a user select whether the setting information should
be held.

6. The image processing apparatus (100) according to
claim 1, wherein said display control unit (106, 305,
307, 308) displays setting items that are not related
to the setting information held by said holding unit
(106, 107, 109, 607) on said operation screen (121)
when the other user logs in.

7. A portable terminal comprising:

an operation screen;
an execution instruction unit configured to make
an image processing apparatus execute various
processes based on setting information set up
using said operation screen;
an operation unit configured to receive a login
operation by a user to the image processing ap-
paratus and a logout operation of a user from
the image processing apparatus;
a holding unit configured to hold the setting in-
formation about a job when a user logs out from
the image processing apparatus during execu-
tion of the job; and
a display control unit configured to display the

setting information held by said holding unit on
said operation screen when the user who logged
out from the image processing apparatus during
execution of the job logs in to the image process-
ing apparatus again, and to restrict the display-
ing on said operation screen when a user other
than the user who logged out from the image
processing apparatus logs in to the image
processing apparatus.

8. An information processing apparatus comprising:

an operation screen;
an execution instruction unit configured to make
an image processing apparatus execute various
processes based on setting information set up
using said operation screen;
an operation unit configured to receive a login
operation by a user to the image processing ap-
paratus and a logout operation of a user from
the image processing apparatus;
a holding unit configured to hold the setting in-
formation about a job when a user logs out from
the image processing apparatus during execu-
tion of the job; and
a display control unit configured to display the
setting information held by said holding unit on
said operation screen when the user who logged
out from the image processing apparatus during
execution of the job logs in to the image process-
ing apparatus again, and to restrict the display-
ing on said operation screen when a user other
than the user who logged out from the image
processing apparatus logs in to the image
processing apparatus.

9. A control method for an image processing apparatus
(100) with an operation screen (121), the control
method comprising:

a holding step (607) of holding setting informa-
tion about a job when a user logs out from the
image processing apparatus (100) during exe-
cution of the job; and
a display control step (305, 307, 308) of display-
ing the setting information held in said holding
step on the operation screen (121) when the us-
er who logged out from the image processing
apparatus (100) during execution of the job logs
in to the image processing apparatus (100)
again, and of restricting the displaying on the
operation screen (121) when a user other than
the user who logged out from the image process-
ing apparatus (100) logs in to the image process-
ing apparatus (100).

10. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medi-
um storing a control program causing a computer to
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execute a control method for an image processing
apparatus (100) with an operation screen (121), the
control method comprising:

a holding step (607) of holding setting informa-
tion about a job when a user logs out from the
image processing apparatus (100) during exe-
cution of the job; and
a display control step (305, 307, 308) of display-
ing the setting information held in said holding
step (607) on the operation screen (121) when
the user who logged out from the image process-
ing apparatus (100) during execution of the job
logs in to the image processing apparatus (100)
again, and of restricting the displaying on the
operation screen (121) when a user other than
the user who logged out from the image process-
ing apparatus (100) logs in to the image process-
ing apparatus (100).
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