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HOT-WATER SUPPLY DEVICE

(57) A heat pump hot-water supply device and a
method for controlling a heat pump hot-water supply de-
vice are provided. The heat pump hot-water supply de-
vice may include a first refrigerant cycle, in which a first
refrigerant may circulate, the first refrigerant cycle includ-
ing a first compressor (110), an outdoor heat exchanger
(130), and a first expansion device (140); a second re-
frigerant cycle, in which a second refrigerant may circu-
late, the second refrigerant cycle including a second com-
pressor (210) and a second expansion device (245); a

water-refrigerant heat exchanger (300) to which the first
refrigerant compressed in the first compressor and the
second refrigerant compressed in the second compres-
sor may be introduced; a water introduction path (410)
coupled to a first side of the water-refrigerant heat ex-
changer and into which supplied water may be intro-
duced; and a water discharge path (420) coupled to a
second side of the water-refrigerant heat exchanger and
from which the water heat-exchanged in the refrigerant
heat exchanger may be discharged.
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Description

[0001] A heat pump hot-water supply device and a
method for controlling a heat pump hot-water supply de-
vice are disclosed herein.
[0002] In general, heat pump hot-water supply devices
are devices that supply hot-water using heat pumps to
supply discharge water having a high temperature or to
heat indoor floors. In the heat pump, a refrigeration cycle
in which a refrigerant is compressed, condensed, ex-
panded, and evaporated may be driven.
[0003] The heat pump hot-water supply device may be
used a lot when outdoor air has a relatively low temper-
ature. Also, according to a range of temperature of the
outdoor air, a desired temperature of the discharge water
may vary.
[0004] For example, in winter when the temperature of
the outdoor air is relatively low, a user may desire to use
discharge water having a relatively high temperature. On
the other hand, in spring or autumn when the temperature
of the outdoor air is relatively high, the user may desire
to use discharge water having a relatively low tempera-
ture. That is, a load required for the heat pump hot-water
supply device may vary depending on the temperature
of the outdoor air.
[0005] However, in the heat pump hot-water supply de-
vice according to a related art, as a same refrigeration
cycle always operates regardless of the temperature of
the outdoor air, an operation efficiency of the heat pump
hot-water supply device is reduced. A prior art related to
the heat pump hot-water supply device is Korean Appli-
cation No. KR 10-2010-0010583, filed in Korea on Feb-
ruary 04, 2010, and entitled "heat pump heating appara-
tus", which is hereby incorporated by reference.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006] Embodiments will be described in detail with ref-
erence to the following drawings in which like reference
numerals refer to like elements, and wherein:

Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram of a heat pump hot-
water supply device according to an embodiment;
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a water-refrigerant
heat exchanger according to an embodiment;
Fig. 3 is a schematic diagram illustrating an inner
flow path of the water-refrigerant heat exchanger ac-
cording to an embodiment;
Fig. 4 is a block diagram of the heat pump hot-water
supply device according to an embodiment;
Fig. 5 is a flowchart of a method for controlling a heat
pump hot-water supply device according to an em-
bodiment; and
Figs. 6A-6B are graphs of a P-H diagram of a refrig-
erant when the heat pump hot-water supply device
operates at a medium temperature and a high tem-
perature, respectively, according to an embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0007] Reference will now be made in detail to the em-
bodiments, examples of which are illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings. Where possible, like reference
numerals have been used to indicate like elements, and
repetitive disclosure has been omitted.
[0008] Fig. 1 is a schematic diagram of a heat pump
hot-water supply device according to an embodiment.
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a water-refrigerant heat
exchanger according to an embodiment. Fig. 3 is a sche-
matic diagram illustrating an inner flow path of the water-
refrigerant heat exchanger according to an embodiment.
[0009] Referring to Fig. 1, a hot water supply device
10 according to an embodiment may include a first re-
frigerant cycle, in which a first refrigerant may circulate,
and a second refrigerant cycle, in which a second refrig-
erant may circulate. The first refrigerant cycle may in-
clude a first compressor 110 that compresses the first
refrigerant, an outdoor heat exchanger 130, and a flow
switch 120 that guides the refrigerant compressed in the
compressor 110 to the outdoor heat exchanger 130 or a
water-refrigerant heat exchanger 300. The first compres-
sor 110 may include an inverter compressor in which a
frequency is adjustable.
[0010] The refrigerant compressed in the first com-
pressor 110 may flow to the outdoor heat exchanger 130
or the water-refrigerant heat exchanger 300 according
to a control state of the flow switch 120. The water-re-
frigerant heat exchanger 300 may be understood as one
component of the first refrigerant cycle.
[0011] The first refrigerant cycle may further include a
first expansion device 140 that expands the refrigerant
condensed in the outdoor heat exchanger 130 or the wa-
ter-refrigerant heat exchanger 300, and a first gas-liquid
separator 105 provided at a suction-side of the first com-
pressor 110 to separate a gaseous refrigerant from the
refrigerant. The gaseous refrigerant separated by the first
gas-liquid separator 105 may be suctioned into the first
compressor 110. The first expansion device 140 may in-
clude an electronic expansion valve (EEV) which is ad-
justable in opening degree, for example.
[0012] In this embodiment, as a heat pump cycle is
driven to supply hot-water, the first refrigerant cycle has
a structure in which the refrigerant compressed in the
first compressor 110 is condensed in the water-refriger-
ant heat exchanger 300 and expanded in the first expan-
sion device 140 and then evaporated in the outdoor heat
exchanger 130. The refrigerant evaporated in the outdoor
heat exchanger 130 may be suctioned again into the first
compressor 110 via the first gas-liquid separator 105. A
fan 135 may be provided adjacent to the outdoor heat
exchanger 130.
[0013] The second refrigerant cycle may include a sec-
ond compressor 210 that compresses a second refriger-
ant, the water-refrigerant heat exchanger 300 that con-
denses and evaporates the refrigerant compressed in
the second compressor 210, a second expansion device
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245 that expands the refrigerant condensed in the water-
refrigerant heat exchanger 300, and a second gas-liquid
separator 205. The second expansion device 245 may
include an EEV which is adjustable in opening degree,
for example.
[0014] The refrigerant expanded in the second expan-
sion device 245 may be introduced again into the water-
refrigerant heat exchanger 300 to heat-exchange with
the first and second refrigerants and water supplied
thereto. That is, the second refrigerant cycle may further
include a guide tube 240 that re-introduces the con-
densed refrigerant discharged from the water-refrigerant
heat exchanger 300 to the water-refrigerant heat ex-
changer 300. The guide tube 240 may extend from a
second outflow 335 of the water-refrigerant heat ex-
changer 300 and be connected to a third inflow 341. The
second expansion device 245 may be disposed in the
guide tube 240.
[0015] The heat pump hot-water supply device 10 may
further include a water introduction path 410 connected
to the water-refrigerant heat exchanger 300 to supply
water, and a water discharge path 420 through which the
water heat-exchanged in the water-refrigerant heat ex-
changer 300 may be discharged. For example, the water
introduced to the water-refrigerant heat exchanger 300
through the water introduction path 410 may be heated
by the first refrigerant or the second refrigerant, and then,
may be discharged through the water discharge path
420.
[0016] The heat pump hot-water supply device 10 may
further include a bypass tube 250 that guides the con-
densed second refrigerant so that the second refrigerant
may be supplied to the outdoor heat exchanger 130 of
the first refrigerant cycle. The bypass tube 250 may ex-
tend from an outlet-side tube from which the refrigerant
condensed in the water-refrigerant heat exchanger 300
is discharged to the outdoor heat exchanger 130.
[0017] The outdoor heat exchanger 130 may include
a refrigerant tube through which the first refrigerant may
flow and a heat exchange fin coupled to the refrigerant
tube to increase a heat exchange area. The bypass tube
250 may be provided in at least one refrigerant tube of
the outdoor heat exchanger 130, for example, the bypass
tube 250 may be provided to contact a lowermost refrig-
erant tube. Thus, the second refrigerant having a high
temperature flowing through the bypass tube 250 may
provide heat to the outdoor heat exchanger 130 to delay
or prevent frost formation on the outdoor heat exchanger
130.
[0018] A bypass valve 255 that selectively opens and
closes the bypass tube 250 may be provided in the by-
pass tube 250. For example, the bypass valve 255 may
include a solenoid valve controlled in an on/off operation.
[0019] When the heat pump hot-water supply device
10 performs a high temperature operation, that is, when
the first and second refrigerant cycles simultaneously op-
erate, an operating pressure range of the first refrigerant
cycle may be less than an operating pressure range of

the second refrigerant cycle. For example, a low pressure
of the first refrigerant cycle may be less than a low pres-
sure of the second refrigerant cycle, and a high pressure
of the first refrigerant cycle may be less than a high pres-
sure of the second refrigerant cycle (see Fig. 6). Thus,
the first refrigerant cycle may be referred to as a "low-
stage cycle", and the second refrigerant cycle may be
referred to as a "high-stage cycle".
[0020] A difference in operating pressure between the
first and second refrigerant cycles may occur when the
first and second refrigerants are different kinds of refrig-
erants. For example, the first refrigerant may include
R410a, and the second refrigerant may include R134a.
[0021] Referring to Figs. 2 and 3, the water-refrigerant
heat exchanger 300 may include a plate heat exchanger.
The water-refrigerant heat exchanger 300 may include
a heat exchanger body 301, and a plurality of inflows
321, 331, 341, and 351 and a plurality of outflows 325,
335, 345, and 355 which may be coupled to the heat
exchanger body 301.
[0022] The heat exchanger body 301 may include a
plurality of plates 310 spaced apart from each other and
stacked on each other. Each of the plurality of plates 310
may include a thin plate. A space between the plurality
of plates 310 may define a flow path through which the
first refrigerant, the second refrigerant, or the water may
flow.
[0023] The plurality of inflows 321, 331, 341, and 351
may include a first inflow 321, to which the first refrigerant
of the first refrigerant cycle may be introduced (see ref-
erence symbol Ain), and second and third refrigerant in-
flows 331 and 341, to which the second refrigerant of the
second refrigerant cycle may be introduced. The second
and third refrigerant inflows 331 and 341 may include a
second inflow 331, to which the refrigerant compressed
in the second compressor 210 may be introduced (see
reference symbol Bin) and a third inflow 341, to which the
refrigerant decompressed in the second expansion de-
vice 240 may be introduced (see reference symbol Cin).
The plurality of inflows 321, 331, 341, and 351 may further
include a fourth inflow 351 connected to the water intro-
duction path 410 to guide introduction Din of the supplied
water.
[0024] The plurality of outflows 325, 335, 345, and 355
may include a first outflow 325, from which the first re-
frigerant introduced through the first inflow 321 and heat-
exchanged may be discharged (see reference symbol
Aout), and second and third refrigerant outflows 335 and
345, from which the second refrigerant may be dis-
charged. The second and third refrigerant outflows 335
and 345 may include a second outflow 335, from which
the second refrigerant introduced through the second in-
flow 331 and heat-exchanged may be discharged (see
reference symbol Bout), and a third outflow 345, from
which the second refrigerant introduced through the third
inflow 341 and heat-exchanged may be discharged (see
reference symbol Cout). The plurality of outflows 325,
335, 345, and 355 may further include a fourth outflow
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355 connected to the water discharge path 420 to guide
the water heat-exchanged in the water-refrigerant heat
exchanger 300 so that the water may be discharged to
the water discharge path 420 (see reference symbol
Dout).
[0025] The water-refrigerant heat exchanger 300 may
include four flow paths heat-exchanged with each other.
The four flow paths may be defined between the plurality
of plates 310, which may be spaced apart from each oth-
er. The four flow paths may include a first flow path 361
that extends from the first inflow 321 to the first outflow
325 and through which the refrigerant may flow; a second
flow path 362 that extends from the second inflow 331
to the second outflow 335 and through which the second
refrigerant compressed in the second compressor 210
may flow; and a third flow path 363 that extends from the
third inflow 341 to the third outflow 345 and through which
the second refrigerant decompressed in the second ex-
pansion device 245 may flow; a fourth flow path 364 that
extends from the fourth inflow 351 to the fourth outflow
355 and through which the water may flow.
[0026] As the first refrigerant flowing through the first
flow path 361 may be condensed by the second refrig-
erant and the water, the first flow path may be referred
to as a "first condensation flow path". As the second re-
frigerant flowing through the second flow path 362 may
be condensed by the first and second refrigerant and the
water, the second flow path may be referred to as a "sec-
ond condensation flow path". As the second refrigerant
flowing through the third flow path 363 may be evaporat-
ed by the first and second refrigerants and the water, the
third flow path 363 may be referred to as an "evaporation
flow path", and the fourth flow path 363 may be referred
to as a "water flow path". Each of the first to fourth flow
paths 361, 362, 363, and 364 may be divided into a plu-
rality of flow paths or combined with each other.
[0027] Operations of the heat pump hot-water supply
device 10 according to an embodiment will be described
hereinafter.
[0028] First, in the first refrigerant cycle, the first refrig-
erant compressed in the first compressor 110 may be
introduced to the first flow path 361 in the water-refriger-
ant heat exchanger 300 through the first inflow 321, and
then may be heat-exchanged with the second refrigerant
and water flowing through the water-refrigerant heat ex-
changer 300, that is, heat-exchanged with the second to
fourth flow paths 362, 363, and 364, and thus, be con-
densed. The condensed first refrigerant may be dis-
charged from the water-refrigerant heat exchanger 300
through the first outflow 325 and decompressed in the
first expansion device 140 and then evaporated in the
outdoor heat exchanger 130. The evaporated first refrig-
erant may be suctioned again into the first compressor
110. This cycle may be repeated.
[0029] In the second refrigerant cycle, the second re-
frigerant compressed in the second compressor 210 may
be introduced into the second flow path 362 in the water-
refrigerant heat exchanger 300 through the second inflow

331, and then, may be heat-exchanged with the first and
second refrigerants and water flowing through the water-
refrigerant heat exchanger 300, that is, heat-exchanged
with the first, third, and fourth flow paths 361, 363, and
364, and thus, be condensed. The condensed second
refrigerant may be discharged from the water-refrigerant
heat exchanger 300 through the second outflow 335 and
decompressed in the second expansion device 245, and
then, may be introduced again into the water-refrigerant
heat exchanger 300 through the third inflow 341. The
introduced second refrigerant may flow through the third
flow path 363 and be heat-exchanged with the first and
second refrigerants and water flowing through the first,
second, and fourth flow paths 361, 362, and 364, and
thus, be evaporated. The evaporated second refrigerant
may be suctioned into the second compressor 210. This
cycle may be repeated.
[0030] When the outdoor temperature is less than a
preset or predetermined temperature, frost may form on
the outdoor heat exchanger 130 of the first refrigerant
cycle. Thus, in this case, the bypass valve 255 may be
opened. For example, an opening/closing operation of
the bypass valve 255 may be controlled according to a
preset or predetermined cycle. According to the opening
of the bypass valve 255, at least a portion of the second
refrigerant discharged from the second outflow 335 may
flow to the bypass tube 250.
[0031] The bypass tube 250 may be divided from the
guide tube 240 to extend to the outdoor heat exchanger
130. As the bypass tube 250 contacts the refrigerant tube
forming the outdoor heat exchanger 130, heat of the by-
pass tube 250 may be transferred to the outdoor heat
exchanger 130. Thus, the frost formation of the outdoor
heat exchanger 130 may be delayed or prevented.
[0032] The supplied water to supply hot-water may be
introduced into the water-refrigerant heat exchanger 300
through the water introduction path 410 and the fourth
inflow 351. The introduced water may be heat-ex-
changed with the first and second refrigerants flowing
through the first to third flow paths 361, 362, and 363,
and thus, may be heated. The heated water may be dis-
charged through the fourth outflow 355 and the water
discharge path 420. The discharged water may be stored
in a hot-water storage tank, for example.
[0033] Fig. 4 is a block diagram of the heat pump hot-
water supply device according to an embodiment. Refer-
ring to Fig. 4, the heat pump hot-water supply device 10
according to an embodiment may include an outdoor air
temperature detector 510 that detects a temperature of
outdoor air and a controller 500 that determines whether
the first refrigerant cycle only operates (a medium tem-
perature operation) or whether the first and second re-
frigerant cycles simultaneously operate (a high temper-
ature operation) on the basis of the outdoor air temper-
ature recognized or detected by in the outdoor air tem-
perature detector 510.
[0034] The heat pump hot-water supply device 10 may
further include a discharge water temperature input 520
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that allows a desired temperature of discharge water to
be set, and a discharge water temperature detector 530
that detects a temperature of the water actually dis-
charged. The discharge water temperature detector 530
may be provided on the fourth outflow 355 or the water
discharge path 420.
[0035] The controller 500 may control a frequency of
the first compressor 110 or the second compressor 210
on the basis of a preset or predetermined discharge water
temperature input through the discharge water temper-
ature input 520 and actual discharge water temperature
information recognized in or detected by the discharge
water temperature detector 530.
[0036] For example, when the actual discharge water
temperature is less than the predetermined discharge
water temperature, the controller 500 may increase the
frequency of the first compressor 110 or the second com-
pressor 210. On the other hand, when the actual dis-
charge water temperature reaches or is greater than the
predetermined discharge water temperature, the control-
ler 500 may maintain or decrease a frequency of the first
compressor 110 or the second compressor 210.
[0037] The heat pump hot-water supply device 10 may
further include a condensation temperature detector 540
that detects a condensation temperature of the first re-
frigerant cycle. The condensation temperature detector
540 may include a temperature sensor or a pressure sen-
sor.
[0038] For example, the temperature sensor may be
provided on or at the first flow path 361, on or at a first
outflow part-side to detect a temperature of the first re-
frigerant passing through the water-refrigerant heat ex-
changer 300. A pressure sensor may be provided on or
at an outlet-side tube of the water-refrigerant heat ex-
changer 300 to detect a high pressure of the first refrig-
erant cycle. When the refrigerant is in a liquid state or in
a two-phase state, a temperature value of the refrigerant
may be determined depending on a pressure value.
Thus, the pressure value detected in the pressure sensor
may be converted to a condensation temperature value.
[0039] The controller 500 may determine an ability of
the first refrigerant cycle on the basis of a first tempera-
ture value detected in or by the condensation tempera-
ture detector 540 and a second temperature value of the
actually discharged water detected in or by the discharge
water temperature detector 530. For example, while the
first refrigerant cycle operates on the basis of information
of the predetermined discharge water temperature and
the actual discharge water temperature, when it is de-
tected that the first temperature value is greater than the
second temperature value by a preset or predetermined
value, it may be recognized that the discharge water tem-
perature is sufficiently increased by only operation of the
first refrigerant cycle. Thus, the controller 500 may not
command the simultaneous operations of the first and
second refrigerant cycles.
[0040] On the other hand, when it is detected that the
first temperature value is not greater than that the second

temperature value by a preset or predetermined value,
it may be recognized that the discharge water tempera-
ture is not sufficiently increased by only the operation of
the first refrigerant cycle. Thus, the controller 500 may
command the simultaneous operations of the first and
second refrigerant cycles.
[0041] Fig. 5 is a flowchart of a method for controlling
a heat pump hot-water supply device according to an
embodiment. Referring to Fig. 5, in operation S11, a heat
pump hot-water supply device 10 may be turned on, and
a preset or predetermined discharge water temperature
may be input through a discharge water temperature in-
put, such as discharge water temperature input 520 of
Fig. 4. In operation S12, an outdoor air temperature may
be detected.
[0042] In operation S12, it may be determined whether
the outdoor air temperature is greater than a preset or
predetermined temperature. When the outdoor air tem-
perature is greater than the predetermined temperature,
that is, when the outdoor air temperature is relatively high,
it is less necessary to generate discharge water having
a high temperature, and thus, a controller, such as con-
troller 500 of Fig. 4, may control the hot-water supply
device to perform a medium temperature operation.
[0043] When the hot-water supply device performs the
medium temperature operation, only the first refrigerant
cycle may operate. That is, a first compressor, such as
first compressor 110 of Fig. 1, may be driven, and the
first refrigerant compressed in the first compressor may
be introduced into a first inflow, such as first inflow 321
of Fig. 2, of a water-refrigerant heat exchanger, such as,
water-refrigerant heat exchanger 300 of Fig. 2.
[0044] The first refrigerant introduced into the first in-
flow may flow through a first flow path, such as first inflow
path 361 of Fig. 3, and may be heat-exchanged with the
water flowing through a fourth flow path, such as fourth
flow path 364 of Fig. 3. The water may be a medium
supplied through a water introduction path, such as water
introduction path 410 of Fig. 1, and a fourth inflow, such
as fourth inflow 351 of Fig. 2, to flow through the water-
refrigerant heat exchanger.
[0045] While the first refrigerant is heat-exchanged
with the water, the first refrigerant may be condensed,
and the water may be heated. Also, the heated water
may be discharged to the outside through a fourth out-
flow, such as fourth outflow 355 of Fig. 2, and a water
discharge path, such as water discharge path 420 of Fig.
1.
[0046] The condensed first refrigerant may be dis-
charged from the water-refrigerant heat exchanger
through a first outflow, such as first outflow 325 of Fig.
2, and decompressed in a first expansion device, such
as first expansion device 140 of Fig. 1, and then, may be
evaporated in an outdoor heat exchanger, such as out-
door heat exchanger 130 of Fig. 1. The evaporated first
refrigerant may be suctioned into the first compressor via
a first gas-liquid separator, such as first gas-liquid sep-
arator 105 of Fig. 1. In operation S14, this first refrigerant
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cycle may be repeated.
[0047] In operation S15, while the first refrigerant cycle
operates, a condensation temperature may be detected
through or by a condensation temperature detector, such
as condensation temperature detector 540 of Fig. 1, and
a discharge water temperature may be detected through
or by a discharge water temperature detector, such as
discharge water temperature detector 530 of Fig. 1. A
difference value between the condensation temperature
and the discharge water temperature may be deter-
mined. The condensation temperature may be greater
than the discharge water temperature. When the differ-
ence value is greater than a preset or predetermined val-
ue, as it may be recognized that the supplied water is
heated only by the operation of the first refrigerant cycle,
and the first refrigerant cycle may continuously operate.
[0048] The operation of the first refrigerant cycle may
be performed until the discharge water temperature de-
tected in or by the discharge water temperature detector
reaches the predetermined discharge water tempera-
ture. The controller may control an operation frequency
of the first compressor on the basis of the difference value
between the detected discharge water temperature and
the predetermined discharge water temperature.
[0049] For example, in operations S16 and S17, when
the difference value is greater than a preset or predeter-
mined difference value, an operation frequency of the
first compressor may be increased to above a reference
frequency. On the other hand, when the difference value
is less than a preset or predetermined difference value,
the operation frequency of the first compressor may be
maintained at a reference frequency or may be de-
creased to less than the reference frequency. The refer-
ence frequency may be a frequency less than a maximum
frequency of the first compressor, which is a predeter-
mined frequency.
[0050] In operation S13, when the outdoor air temper-
ature is less than a preset or predetermined temperature,
that is, when the outdoor air temperature is relatively low,
it is more necessary to generate discharge water having
a high temperature, and thus, the controller may control
the hot-water supply device to perform a high tempera-
ture operation.
[0051] When the hot-water supply device performs the
high temperature operation, the first and second refrig-
erant cycles may simultaneously operate. That is, first
and second compressors, such as first and second com-
pressors 110 and 210 of Fig. 1, may be driven. Also, the
first refrigerant compressed in the first compressor may
be introduced into the first inflow of the water-refrigerant
heat exchanger, and the second refrigerant compressed
in the second compressor may be introduced into a sec-
ond inflow, such as second inflow 331 of Fig. 2, of the
water-refrigerant heat exchanger.
[0052] The first refrigerant introduced into the first in-
flow may flow through the first flow path and may be heat-
exchanged with the second refrigerant and water flowing
through second to fourth flow paths, such as second to

fourth flow paths 362, 363, and 364 of Fig. 3. The second
refrigerant introduced into the second inflow may flow
through the second flow path and may be heat-ex-
changed with the first and second refrigerant and water
flowing through the first, third, and fourth flow paths.
[0053] The second refrigerant flowing through the sec-
ond flow path may be discharged from the water-refrig-
erant heat exchanger through a second outflow, such as
second outflow 335 of Fig. 2, and expanded in a second
expansion device, such as second expansion device 245
of Fig. 1, while flowing through a guide tube, such as
guide tube 240 of Fig. 1. The expanded second refriger-
ant may be introduced into the water-refrigerant heat ex-
changer through a third inflow, such as third inflow 341
of Fig. 2.
[0054] The second refrigerant introduced through the
third inflow part may flow through the third flow path and
may be heat-exchanged with the first and second refrig-
erants and water flowing through the first, second, and
fourth flow paths.
[0055] In the water-refrigerant heat exchanger, while
the first to fourth flow paths are heat-exchanged with each
other, the first refrigerant and the second refrigerant of
the second flow path may be condensed, and the second
refrigerant of the third flow path may be evaporated. The
water may be heated and discharged to the outside
through the fourth outflow and the water discharge path.
[0056] The condensed first refrigerant may be dis-
charged from the water-refrigerant heat exchanger
through the first outflow and decompressed in the first
expansion device, and then, may be evaporated in the
outdoor heat exchanger. The evaporated first refrigerant
may be suctioned into the first compressor via the first
gas-liquid separator. This first refrigerant cycle may be
repeated.
[0057] Also, in operations S18 and S19, the evaporat-
ed second refrigerant may be suctioned into the second
compressor via a second gas-liquid separator, such as
second gas-liquid separator 205 of Fig. 1. This second
refrigerant cycle may be repeated.
[0058] The operation of each of the first and second
refrigerant cycles may be performed until the discharge
water temperature detected in the discharge water tem-
perature detector reaches the predetermined discharge
water temperature. The controller may control an oper-
ation frequency of each of the first and second compres-
sors on the basis of a difference value between the de-
tected discharge water temperature and the predeter-
mined discharge water temperature.
[0059] For example, when the difference value is great-
er than a preset or predetermined difference value, an
operation frequency of at least one of the first and second
compressors may be increased to above a reference fre-
quency. On the other hand, when the difference value is
less than a preset or predetermined difference value, the
operation frequency of at least one of the first and second
compressor may be maintained at a reference frequency
or decreased to less than the reference frequency. The
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reference frequency may be a frequency less than a max-
imum frequency of the first compressor or the second
compressor, which is a predetermined frequency.
[0060] Also, depending on a preset or predetermined
cycle, the bypass valve may be opened. In operation S20,
according to the opening of the bypass valve, at least a
portion of the second refrigerant discharged from the sec-
ond outflow to flow through the guide tube may flow to
the bypass tube, and the refrigerant in the bypass tube
may supply heat to the outdoor heat exchanger to delay
or prevent frost formation of the outdoor heat exchanger.
[0061] In operation S16, when the difference between
the condensation temperature and the discharge water
temperature is less than a preset or predetermined value,
it may be recognized that heating of the supplied water
is restricted by only the operation of the first refrigerant
cycle. Thus, an additional operation of the second refrig-
erant cycle, that is, high temperature operation of the hot-
water supply device before the operation S18 may be
performed.
[0062] As the medium temperature operation or the
high temperature operation of the hot-water supply de-
vice is determined on the basis of the outdoor air tem-
perature, and even though while the hot-water supply
device operates the medium operation, the medium op-
eration is switched to the high temperature operation on
the basis of the difference value between the condensa-
tion temperature and the discharge water temperature,
the hot-water supply device may be improved in opera-
tion efficiency.
[0063] Figs. 6A-6B are graphs of a P-H diagram of a
refrigerant when the heat pump hot-water supply device
operates at a medium temperature and a high tempera-
ture, respectively, according to an embodiment. Fig. 6A
shows a P-H diagram of the first refrigerant cycle when
the heat pump hot-water supply device performs a me-
dium temperature operation. For example, the first refrig-
erant circulating in the first refrigerant cycle may be
R410a. A pressure difference between a low pressure
and a high pressure of the first refrigerant cycle may be
Pds1. The low pressure of the first refrigerant cycle may
represent a suction pressure Ps1 of the first compressor
110, and the high pressure of the first refrigerant cycle
may represent a discharge pressure Pd1 of the first com-
pressor 110.
[0064] In consideration of a material property of R410a,
it is difficult for the discharge pressure Pd1 to have a suf-
ficiently high pressure. Also, in consideration of a com-
pression ratio of the first compressor 110, it is difficult for
the pressure difference Pds1 to have a sufficiently high
value. Thus, when the first refrigerant cycle only oper-
ates, the heat pump hot-water supply device 10 performs
the medium temperature operation.
[0065] When the hot-water supply device 10 performs
the medium temperature operation, it may be understood
that the first refrigerant forming a low pressure of the first
refrigerant cycle absorbs heat Q1in from the outdoor air
passing through the outdoor heat exchanger 130, and

the first refrigerant forming a high pressure of the first
refrigerant cycle discharges heat Q1out to the water.
[0066] On the other hand, Fig. 6A shows a P-H diagram
of the first and second refrigerant cycles when the heat
pump hot-water supply device performs a high temper-
ature operation. For example, the first refrigerant circu-
lating in the first refrigerant cycle may be R410a, and the
second refrigerant circulating in the second refrigerant
cycle may be R134a.
[0067] According to the combination of the two refrig-
erant cycles, the heat pump hot-water supply device 10
may form a cascade system. A pressure difference be-
tween a low pressure and a high pressure of the first and
second refrigerant cycles is Pds2.
[0068] The low pressure of the first and second refrig-
erant cycles may represent a suction pressure Ps2 of the
first compressor 110, and the high pressure of the first
and second refrigerant cycles may represent a discharge
pressure Pd2 of the second compressor 210.
[0069] In consideration of a material property of R134a,
the discharge pressure Pd2 is greater than the discharge
pressure Pd1. Also, in consideration of the combined
compression ratio of the first and second compressors
110 and 210, the pressure difference Pds2 may be greater
than the pressure difference Pds1. Thus, when the first
and second refrigerant cycles simultaneously operate,
the heat pump hot-water supply device 10 may perform
the high temperature operation.
[0070] When the hot-water supply device 10 performs
the high temperature operation, it may be understood
that the first refrigerant forming the low pressure of the
first and second refrigerant cycles absorbs heat Q2in from
the outdoor air passing through the outdoor heat ex-
changer 130, and the second refrigerant forming the high
pressure discharges heat Q2out to the water.
[0071] According to components and operations of the
above-described heat pump hot-water supply device 10,
system efficiency may be improved.
[0072] According to embodiments disclosed herein, as
the medium temperature operation and the high temper-
ature operation of the heat pump hot-water supply device
is selectively performed according to the outdoor air tem-
perature, the heat pump hot-water supply device may be
improved in operation efficiency. When the outdoor air
temperature is greater than the predetermined temper-
ature, as the desired temperature of the discharge water
is low, and the device has a relatively low operation load,
the first compressor may be only driven to allow the first
refrigerant to be heat-exchanged with the supplied water
(the medium temperature operation). On the other hand,
when the outdoor air temperature is less than the prede-
termined temperature, as the desired temperature of the
discharge water is high, and the device has a relatively
high operation load, the first and second compressors
may be simultaneously driven to allow the first and sec-
ond refrigerants to be heat-exchanged with the supplied
water (the high temperature operation).
[0073] Further, when the medium temperature opera-
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tion is performed, as the first compressor is only driven
to operate the cycle, the cycle may be more quickly sta-
bilized when compared to a case in which the first and
second compressors are simultaneously driven. Further-
more, when the high temperature operation is performed,
as the refrigerant condensed in the second refrigerant
cycle is supplied to the outdoor heat exchanger of the
first refrigerant cycle, frost formation of the outdoor heat
exchanger may be delayed. Also, as the water-refrigerant
heat exchanger may include a plate heat exchanger, heat
exchange efficiency between the first and second refrig-
erants and the supplied water may be improved.
[0074] Embodiments disclosed herein provide a heat
pump hot-water supply device having improved opera-
tion efficiency and a method for controlling a heat pump
hot-water supply device.
[0075] Embodiments disclosed herein provide a heat
pump hot-water supply device that may include a first
refrigerant cycle, in which a first refrigerant may circulate,
the first refrigerant cycle including a first compressor, an
outdoor heat exchanger, and a first expansion device; a
second refrigerant cycle, in which a second refrigerant
may circulate. The second refrigerant cycle may includes
a second compressor and a second expansion device.
The heat pump hot-water supply device may include a
water-refrigerant heat exchanger to which the first refrig-
erant compressed in the first compressor and the second
refrigerant compressed in the second compressor may
be introduced. A water introduction path may be coupled
to one or a first side of the water-refrigerant heat exchang-
er and into which supplied water may be introduced. A
water discharge path may be coupled to the other or a
second side of the water-refrigerant heat exchanger and
from which the water heat-exchanged in the refrigerant
heat exchanger may be discharged.
[0076] The water-refrigerant heat exchanger may in-
clude a first inflow part or inflow that guides introduction
of the first refrigerant, and a first outflow part or outflow
from which the first refrigerant heat-exchanged in the wa-
ter-refrigerant heat exchanger may be discharged.
[0077] The water-refrigerant heat exchanger may fur-
ther include a second inflow part or inflow that guides
introduction of the second refrigerant compressed in the
second compressor, and a second outflow part or outflow
from which the second refrigerant introduced through the
second inflow part and heat-exchanged may be dis-
charged.
[0078] The heat pump hot-water supply device may
further include a guide tube that allows the refrigerant
discharged from the second outflow part to be suctioned
again into the water-refrigerant heat exchanger. The sec-
ond expansion device may be disposed on the guide
tube.
[0079] The water-refrigerant heat exchanger may fur-
ther include a third inflow part or inflow connected to the
guide tube and to which the second refrigerant may be
introduced, and a third outflow part or outflow from which
the second refrigerant introduced through the third inflow

part and heat-exchanged may be discharged.
[0080] The water-refrigerant heat exchanger may fur-
ther include a fourth inflow part or inflow connected to
the water introduction path to guide introduction of the
supplied water, and a fourth outflow part or outflow con-
nected to the water discharge path to allow the water
introduced through the fourth inflow part and heat-ex-
changed to be discharged therefrom.
[0081] The heat pump hot-water supply device may
further include a bypass tube divided from the guide tube
to extend to the outdoor heat exchanger. The heat pump
hot-water supply device may also include a bypass valve
disposed in or on the bypass tube to allow the second
refrigerant flowing through the guide tube to selectively
flow to the outdoor heat exchanger.
[0082] The heat pump hot-water supply device may
further include an outdoor air temperature detecting part
or detector that detects a temperature of outdoor air. The
heat pump hot-water supply device may further include
a controller that controls operation of the first refrigerant
cycle and the second refrigerant cycle. A single operation
of the first refrigerant cycle or simultaneous operations
of the first and second refrigerant cycles may be deter-
mined on the basis of whether the outdoor air tempera-
ture detected in the outdoor air temperature detecting
part is greater than a preset or predetermined tempera-
ture.
[0083] The heat pump hot-water supply device may
further include a discharge water temperature input that
receives input of a desired water temperature from a user;
and a discharge water temperature water detector that
detects an actual temperature of water discharged from
the water-refrigerant heat exchanger. The controller may
further control a frequency of the first compressor or the
second compressor on the basis of an input temperature
and the actual temperature.
[0084] The heat pump hot-water supply device may
further include a condensation temperature detector that
detects a condensation temperature of the first refriger-
ant cycle. The controller may further determine an ability
of the first refrigerant cycle by comparing the condensa-
tion temperature detected by the condensation temper-
ature detector to the actual temperature of water dis-
charged from the water-refrigerant heat exchanger.
[0085] The first refrigerant cycle may have an operat-
ing pressure range that is less than that of the second
refrigerant cycle. The first refrigerant may include R410a,
and the second refrigerant may include R134a.
[0086] Embodiments disclosed herein further provide
a method of controlling a heat pump hot-water supply
device including a first refrigerant cycle in which a first
compressor may be disposed and a second refrigerant
cycle in which a second compressor may be disposed.
The method may include turning on the heat pump hot-
water supply device and inputting a preset or predeter-
mined discharge water temperature, and recognizing
whether an outdoor air temperature is greater than a pre-
set or predetermined temperature. When the outdoor air
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temperature is greater than the preset temperature, the
first compressor may be singly driven, and when the out-
door air temperature is less than the preset temperature,
the first and second compressors may be simultaneously
driven.
[0087] The method may further include determining
additional driving of the second compressor on the basis
of a temperature of water discharged from the water-
refrigerant heat exchanger and a condensed tempera-
ture of the first refrigerant cycle, while the first compressor
is singly driven.
[0088] The method may further include controlling a
frequency of the first compressor or the second compres-
sor on the basis of a temperature of water discharged
from the water-refrigerant heat exchanger and the preset
discharge water temperature.
[0089] Embodiments disclosed herein further provide
a heat pump hot-water supply device that may include a
first compressor in which a first refrigerant may be com-
pressed; a second compressor in which a second refrig-
erant may be compressed; a water-refrigerant heat ex-
changer to which the refrigerant compressed in the first
compressor and the refrigerant compressed in the sec-
ond compressor may be introduced and in which the sup-
plied water may be heat-exchanged with the first and
second refrigerants; and a second expansion device dis-
posed at an outlet side of the water-refrigerant heat ex-
changer to decompress the second refrigerant con-
densed in the water-refrigerant heat exchanger. The wa-
ter-refrigerant heat exchanger further may include an in-
troduction part to which the second refrigerant decom-
pressed in the expansion device may be introduced.
[0090] The water-refrigerant heat exchanger may in-
clude a first condensation flow path through which the
first refrigerant may flow; a second condensation flow
path through which the second refrigerant compressed
in the second compressor may flow; an evaporation flow
path through which the second refrigerant decom-
pressed in the expansion device may flow; and a water
flow path through which the supplied water may flow. The
water-refrigerant heat exchanger may further include an
outflow part or outflow from which the second refrigerant
may be discharge, and a guide tube that extends from
the outflow part to the inflow part and on which the ex-
pansion device may be disposed.
[0091] The heat pump hot-water supply device may
further include a first expansion device that decompress-
es the first refrigerant condensed in the water-refrigerant
heat exchanger, and an outdoor heat exchanger that
evaporates the refrigerant decompressed in the first ex-
pansion device. The heat pump hot-water supply device
may further include a bypass tube divided from the guide
tube to extend to the outdoor heat exchanger and dis-
posed to contact the outdoor heat exchanger.
[0092] Any reference in this specification to "one em-
bodiment," "an embodiment," "example embodiment,"
etc., means that a particular feature, structure, or char-
acteristic described in connection with the embodiment

is included in at least one embodiment. The appearances
of such phrases in various places in the specification are
not necessarily all referring to the same embodiment.
Further, when a particular feature, structure, or charac-
teristic is described in connection with any embodiment,
it is submitted that it is within the purview of one skilled
in the art to effect such feature, structure, or characteristic
in connection with other ones of the embodiments.

Claims

1. A heat pump hot-water supply device (10), compris-
ing:

a first refrigerant cycle, in which a first refrigerant
circulates, and including a first compressor
(110), an outdoor heat exchanger (130), and a
first expansion device (140);
a second refrigerant cycle, in which a second
refrigerant circulates, and including a second
compressor (210) and a second expansion de-
vice (245);
a water-refrigerant heat exchanger (300), to
which the first refrigerant compressed in the first
compressor (110) and the second refrigerant
compressed in the second compressor (210) is
introduced;
a water introduction path (410) coupled to a first
side of the water-refrigerant heat exchanger
(300) and into which supplied water is intro-
duced; and
a water discharge path (420) coupled to a sec-
ond side of the water-refrigerant heat exchanger
(300) and from which the water heat-exchanged
in the water-refrigerant heat exchanger (300) is
discharged.

2. The heat pump hot-water supply device (10) accord-
ing to claim 1, wherein the water-refrigerant heat ex-
changer (300) includes:

a first inflow (321) that guides introduction of the
first refrigerant; and
a first outflow (325) from which the first refriger-
ant introduced through the first inflow (321) and
heat-exchanged is discharged.

3. The heat pump hot-water supply device (10) accord-
ing to claim 1 or 2, wherein the water-refrigerant heat
exchanger (300) further includes:

a second inflow (331) that guides introduction
of the second refrigerant compressed in the sec-
ond compressor (210); and
a second outflow (335) from which the second
refrigerant introduced through the second inflow
(331) and heat-exchanged is discharged.
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4. The heat pump hot-water supply device (10) accord-
ing to claim 3, further including a guide tube (240)
that allows the second refrigerant discharged from
the second outflow (335) to be re-introduced into the
water-refrigerant heat exchanger (300),
wherein the second expansion device (245) is pro-
vided on the guide tube (240).

5. The heat pump hot-water supply device (10) accord-
ing to claim 4, wherein the water-refrigerant heat ex-
changer (300) further includes:

a third inflow (341) connected to the guide tube
(240) and into which the second refrigerant is
introduced; and
a third outflow (345) from which the second re-
frigerant re-introduced through the third inflow
(341) and heat-exchanged is discharged.

6. The heat pump hot-water supply device (10) accord-
ing to any one of claims 1 to 5, wherein the water-
refrigerant heat exchanger (300) further includes:

a fourth inflow (351) connected to the water in-
troduction path (410) to guide introduction of the
supplied water; and
a fourth outflow (355) connected to the water
discharge path (420) to allow the water intro-
duced through the fourth inflow (351) and heat-
exchanged to be discharged therefrom.

7. The heat pump hot-water supply device (10) accord-
ing to any one of claims 4 to 6, further including a
bypass tube (250) divided from the guide tube (240)
to extend to the outdoor heat exchanger (130); and
a bypass valve (255) provided in the bypass tube
(250) to allow the second refrigerant flowing through
the guide tube (240) to selectively flow to the outdoor
heat exchanger (130).

8. The heat pump hot-water supply device (10) accord-
ing to any one of claims 1 to 7, further including:

an outdoor air temperature detector (510) that
detects a temperature of outdoor air; and
a controller (500) that controls operation of the
first refrigerant cycle and the second refrigerant
cycle, wherein the controller (500) operates only
the first refrigerant cycle or simultaneous oper-
ates the first and second refrigerant cycles on
the basis of whether the outdoor air temperature
detected by the outdoor air temperature detector
(510) is greater than a predetermined tempera-
ture.

9. The heat pump hot-water supply device (10) accord-
ing to claim 8, further including:

a discharge water temperature input (520) that
receives input of a desired water temperature
from a user; and
a discharge water temperature water detector
(530) that detects an actual temperature of water
discharged from the water-refrigerant heat ex-
changer (300), wherein the controller (500) con-
trols a frequency of the first compressor (110)
or the second compressor (210) on the basis of
an input temperature and the actual tempera-
ture.

10. The heat pump hot-water supply device (10) accord-
ing to claim 8 or 9, further including:

a condensation temperature detector (540) that
detects a condensation temperature of the first
refrigerant cycle, wherein the controller (500)
determines an ability of the first refrigerant cycle
by comparing the condensation temperature de-
tected by the condensation temperature detec-
tor (540) to the actual temperature of water dis-
charged from the water-refrigerant heat ex-
changer (300).

11. The heat pump hot-water supply device (10) accord-
ing to any one of claims 1 to 10, wherein the first
refrigerant cycle has an operating pressure range
less than an operating pressure range of the second
refrigerant cycle.

12. The heat pump hot-water supply device (10) accord-
ing to any one of claims 1 to 11, wherein the first
refrigerant includes R410a, and the second refriger-
ant includes R134a.

13. A method for controlling a heat pump hot-water sup-
ply device (10) including a first refrigerant cycle in
which a first compressor (110) is provided and a sec-
ond refrigerant cycle in which a second compressor
(210) is provided, the method comprising:

turning on the heat pump hot-water supply de-
vice (10) and inputting a predetermined dis-
charge water temperature;
determining whether an outdoor air temperature
is greater than a predetermined temperature;
and
when the outdoor air temperature is greater than
the predetermined temperature, driving only the
first compressor (110), and when the outdoor air
temperature is less than the predetermined tem-
perature, driving the first (110) and second (210)
compressors simultaneously.

14. The method according to claim 13, further including
determining additional driving of the second com-
pressor (210) on the basis of a temperature of water
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discharged from the water-refrigerant heat exchang-
er (300) and a condensation temperature of the first
refrigerant cycle, while only the first compressor
(110) is driven.

15. The method according to claim 13 or 14, further in-
cluding controlling a frequency of the first compres-
sor (110) or the second compressor (210) on the
basis of a temperature of water discharged from the
water-refrigerant heat exchanger (300) and the pre-
determined discharge water temperature.
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