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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present disclosure relates generally to the
field of underwater geopositioning systems and methods.
[0002] Undersea mobile or autonomous systems do
not have access to positioning assets, such as global
positioning system (GPS) or radio frequency (RF) assets,
that are available to other non-submersible vehicles and
systems. The need for navigational assistance beneath
the water is further exacerbated by the general lack of
available visible references in such undersea systems.
[0003] One technique that may be used to provide po-
sitioning data for undersea vehicles is a long baseline
(LBL) method that operates by relying on a series of fixed
underwater transponder beacons. A transducer on the
mobile system emits a signal that the beacons detect,
after which the beacons emit response signals. The mo-
bile estimates its distance from each of the beacons by
timing the travel of the signals, thus enabling it to calcu-
late its own position relative to the known positions of the
beacons.
[0004] LBL systems require extensive preparation and
surface expression by the deploying asset (e.g., a small
craft)--a factor of importance in military applications. LBL
systems employ an assumption of sound being spheri-
cally radiated from multiple distant source nodes (using
either clocks or transponder approaches). At the mobile,
one employs an algorithm that relates the intersection of
spheres to a common point. This point can only be cal-
culated if the mobile has a priori knowledge of the posi-
tions of the multiple sound sources. If the positions are
known in a 3-dimensional Cartesian coordinate system,
then the mobile locates itself within that system. If the
geo-locations of the sources are also known, then the
mobile can also position itself within global coordinates.
The locations of the sources must be pre-programmed
into the mobile prior to release of the unit. Accordingly,
LBL systems require that the source nodes be surveyed
after deployment to determine their position before they
can be used to locate the mobile system. When conduct-
ed in deep water, the survey may take days. Further, the
survey uses pings from a surface ship that can be sub-
stantially affected by acoustic conditions present, which
in turn can affect the accuracy of the source node position
measurements. LBL systems may also require that a
sound velocity profile be measured in order to correct the
range measurements, which can require additional time
and equipment.
[0005] US2008/0048881 describes a technique in-
cluding deploying a monitoring station near the sea sur-
face and on the monitoring station, monitoring a position
of a sub-surface device as the sub-surface device moves
in a path between the sea surface and the sea floor. The
technique includes communicating an indication of a po-
sition of the sub-surface device from the monitoring sta-
tion to a surface vessel.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0006] The disclosure will become more fully under-
stood from the following detailed description, taken in
conjunction with the accompanying figures, wherein like
reference numerals refer to like elements, in which:

FIG. 1A is an illustration of an underwater commu-
nications environment in which a base node oper-
ates with a remote node to establish the remote
node’s geophysical position according to an exem-
plary embodiment;
FIG. 1B is a diagram of a system for determining the
location of a remote node using a base node accord-
ing to an exemplary embodiment;
FIG. 2 is a flow diagram of a process for determining
the location of a remote node using a base node
according to an exemplary embodiment;
FIG. 3 is a hybrid block and flow diagram of a remote
modem system and a base modem according to an
exemplary embodiment;
FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a receiver designed to
receive an acoustic signal and estimate its bearing
according to an exemplary embodiment;
FIG. 5 is an illustration of a system for determining
a position of a base node for use in an underwater
navigation system according to an exemplary em-
bodiment;
FIG. 6 is a block diagram of the system for determin-
ing a position of a base node for use in an underwater
navigation system shown in FIG. 5 according to an
exemplary embodiment;
FIG. 7A is a flow diagram of a process for determining
a position of a base node for use in an underwater
navigation system according to an exemplary em-
bodiment;
FIGS. 7B through 7E are illustrations relating to the
process for determining a position of a base node
shown in FIG. 7A according to exemplary embodi-
ments;
FIG. 8A is an illustration of another system for de-
termining a position of a base node for use in an
underwater navigation system according to an ex-
emplary embodiment;
FIG. 8B is a block diagram of the system for deter-
mining a position of a base node for use in an un-
derwater navigation system shown in FIG. 8A ac-
cording to an exemplary embodiment;
FIG. 9A is a flow diagram of another process for de-
termining a position of a base node for use in an
underwater navigation system according to an ex-
emplary embodiment; and
FIGS. 9B through 9E are illustrations relating to the
process for determining a position of a base node
shown in FIG. 9A according to exemplary embodi-
ments.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0007] Before turning to the figures, which illustrate the
exemplary embodiments in detail, it should be under-
stood that the application is not limited to the details or
methodology set forth in the description or illustrated in
the figures. It should also be understood that the termi-
nology is for the purpose of description only and should
not be regarded as limiting.
[0008] Referring generally to the figures, systems and
methods for providing an accurate bottom-mounted node
(e.g., a node placed at or near the bottom surface of a
body of water) for use in determining the position of a
mobile system such as an underwater vehicle or vessel
are shown according to various exemplary embodi-
ments. Underwater vehicles utilize an inertial navigation
system (INS) or other type of position determination sys-
tem to estimate their position while beneath the surface
of a body of water. The navigation system may be cali-
brated on the surface of the body of water before the
vehicle is submersed (e.g., using a GPS system). During
the course of a mission (e.g., over time and changes in
position), errors in the determined position accumulate
and the estimated position can become highly inaccu-
rate. One method for addressing this accumulated inac-
curacy is to resurface and recalibrate the navigation sys-
tem. This can significantly interfere with completion of
the mission or survey, particularly when performing sur-
veys in deep water, due to the time needed to resurface
and return to the bottom of the body of water.
[0009] Another method for obtaining a more accurate
underwater position is to use a long baseline (LBL) sys-
tem to determine the position of the submersible vehicle.
LBL systems use multiple nodes to determine the posi-
tion of the vehicle. As discussed above, LBL systems
require that the multiple source nodes be surveyed after
deployment to determine their position before they can
be used to locate the mobile system. The survey may
take a substantial amount of time.
[0010] Yet another method for obtaining a more accu-
rate underwater position is to use an ultra short baseline
(USBL) system to determine the position of the submers-
ible vehicle. USBL allows for the use of a single "fixed"
point of reference by having several closely positioned
transducers on the remote mobile system or vehicle,
each nearly simultaneously receiving the same signal
from a fixed reference. The system calculates the phase
differences of the same signal received at each of the
transducers, and from these differences, is able to esti-
mate a bearing for the signal. Some USBL systems may
be mounted on a surface vessel and used to aid naviga-
tion of a submersible vehicle. Such systems may require
that the surface vessel maintain a position near the sub-
mersible vehicle. Also, acoustic conditions in the water
column through which the acoustic signals travel may
limit the effectiveness and/or accuracy of the system.
[0011] Various exemplary embodiments described
herein utilize USBL-based communication systems

and/or methods to provide a base node (e.g., a bottom-
anchored base node) having an accurately determined
position that can be used to calibrate and/or update the
position of a mobile system (e.g., an underwater vehicle)
beneath the surface of a body of water. In some embod-
iments, a vehicle is equipped with an acoustic modem
and a transceiver array configured to determine range,
bearing, geoposition, and/or time information associated
with a received signal. The vehicle may also be equipped
with an INS.
[0012] An accurate position of the vehicle is obtained
while the vehicle is surfaced. The vehicle and a base
node (e.g., a deep water base node) are coupled to an
anchor weight designed to cause the vehicle and base
node to sink to the bottom of the body of water. While
the vehicle descends to the bottom, an accurate position
of the vehicle (and the base node) is maintained using
signals exchanged between a surface ship and the un-
derwater vehicle from which a position of the vehicle is
determined using the acoustic modem and transceiver
array of the vehicle. In some embodiments, the vehicle
may also be equipped with a conductivity, temperature,
and depth (CTD) sensor or a sound velocity sensor (SVS)
configured to measure a sound velocity profile based on
measured data. The CTD or SVS sensor may aid in main-
taining the accuracy of the position determined by the
acoustic modem and transceiver array by allowing the
vehicle to account for the effect of the properties of the
water on the transmission of the acoustic signals. The
acoustic modem, transistor array, CTD and/or SVS may
be used to calibrate the position of the INS to ensure the
position remains accurate and counteract any accumu-
lated errors in the position determined by the INS.
[0013] Once the bottom of the body of water is reached,
the vehicle is disengaged from the base node and weight.
Because the vehicle maintains an accurate knowledge
of position during descent and the base node is coupled
to the vehicle until it reaches the bottom, the vehicle is
aware of the accurate resting position of the base node
on the floor of the body of water and stores the position
in a memory. The vehicle may then maintain an accurate
position throughout a mission or survey by exchanging
acoustic signals with the base node, determining range,
bearing, geoposition, and/or time information using the
acoustic modem and transceiver array, and determining
an updated position based on the stored position of the
base node. The updated position may be used to cali-
brate or update (e.g., continuously, periodically, upon oc-
currence of an event, etc.) a position determined by the
INS of the vehicle.
[0014] In other exemplary embodiments disclosed
herein, the position of the base node may be determined
by the base node itself rather than based on communi-
cation with the vehicle. The base node may be equipped
with an acoustic modem, transceiver array, INS, CTD
sensor, SVS sensor, and/or GPS. The base node may
be configured to determine an accurate initial position
while on the surface of the body of water (e.g., using a
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GPS of the base node or a surface ship). The base node
may be connected to an anchor weight to cause the base
node to descend to the bottom of the body of water. As
the base node descends, the position of the base node
is updated (e.g., a position determined by the INS of the
base node is updated) using acoustic signals exchanged
between a surface ship and the base node from which a
position of the base node is determined using the acous-
tic modem and transceiver array of the base node. The
base node may also use a CTD or SVS to assist in main-
taining an accurate position during descent. When the
base node reaches the floor of the body of water, it has
an accurate knowledge of its position, which may be
stored in a memory of the base node. An underwater
vehicle or mobile node equipped with an acoustic modem
may then send requests to the base node to obtain a
position of the underwater vehicle based on the known
position of the base node and bearing, range, geoposi-
tion, and/or time information determined using the acous-
tic modem and transceiver array of the base node. In
some embodiments, the vehicle may also be equipped
with a transceiver array.
[0015] Various exemplary embodiments disclosed
herein may enable effective and/or accurate determina-
tion of the position of a submersible vehicle using a node
anchored at or near a bottom surface of a body of water.
In some embodiments (e.g., when the submersible ve-
hicle is performing a survey near the bottom of the body
of water), the determined position may be more accurate
than methods that rely on communications with a surface
vessel because the amount and/or variation of water
through which acoustic signals must travel may be less.
Various embodiments may enable the determination of
an accurate position of a submersible vehicle or other
type of remote or mobile node in real or near-real time.
[0016] Referring now to FIG. 1A, an illustration of an
underwater communications environment in which a
base node operates with a remote node to establish the
remote node’s geophysical position is shown according
to an exemplary embodiment. A submersible 100 in-
cludes an underwater acoustic modem system with
transducer 120 that is used to transmit a request signal
122. Acoustic modems enable the transmission of infor-
mation in acoustic signals (e.g., contained or encoded in
the signals), such as depth, environmental conditions,
vehicle status (e.g, fuel status), etc. In some embodi-
ments, submersible 100 is a submersible vehicle (e.g.,
an autonomous undersea vehicle, a manned or un-
manned vehicle, etc.). In other embodiments, submers-
ible 100 may include any other type of electronic device
that may be submersed and for which a position of the
device may be desired, such as a handheld device for
use with diving.
[0017] A fixed base system 102 receives signal 122 at
a multi-transceiver array 126 from which the bearing of
signal 122 is determined. In the illustrated exemplary em-
bodiment, the depth and geophysical position of the fixed
base system 102 is known and, together with a bearing

calculation of the original request signal, is transmitted
within a broadband reply signal through a transducer 124
to submersible 100. A timing mechanism (not shown) is
employed to measure the time of travel of one or more
signals between the systems. This can be accomplished
by providing synchronized clocks on both systems or pro-
gramming the autonomous system with knowledge of the
time taken to issue the response signal from the base
system and measuring the time of travel (and thus range)
between the systems. A processor (not shown) on the
submersible 100 can now calculate its own geophysical
position knowing its own depth, the depth and geophysi-
cal position of the base system, the bearing calculation,
and range between the systems. Systems, devices and
methods that may be utilized in providing communication
between a submersible and a base system or node are
described in U.S. Pat. No. 7,362,653.
[0018] Referring now to FIG. 1B, a diagram of a system
for determining the location of a remote node using a
base node is shown according to an exemplary embod-
iment. Submersible 100 first sends a request signal 122
to a base system (not shown) at a multi-transceiver array
126. A controller (not shown) on the base system esti-
mates the bearing of the request signal by analyzing the
signals received at array 126. Finally, the base system
sends a response message 128 out of transducer 124
with a message including the depth and geophysical po-
sition of the base system and bearing calculation. A con-
troller on the submersible 100 is programmed to calculate
the range between itself and the base system based on
the time lapse between the request signal and receipt of
the response signal and, together with knowledge of its
own depth and the data received in the response signal,
calculates its own geophysical position.
[0019] Referring now to FIG. 2, a flow diagram of a
process for determining the location of a remote node
using a base node is shown according to an exemplary
embodiment. An initial step of the process is to establish
the depth and geophysical position of the base acoustic
modem system, against which the geophysical position
of the autonomous system is referenced. This may be
accomplished in a number of ways, including a continu-
ous monitoring of the base system via an above water
GPS device. To begin the sequence of determining the
position of the autonomous system at a given time, a
request signal is transmitted between the systems. De-
pending on the source of the request signal and arrange-
ment of the apparatus, various data, including depth,
known geophysical position, and timing data, are trans-
mitted with the signal and is received at either the auton-
omous or base systems. At least one of the systems in-
cludes a "bearing" determination apparatus, e.g. a multi-
transceiver array which calculates the bearing of signals
it receives. Thus, a bearing calculation is made based
on either a request or a response signal, depending on
where bearing determining hardware has been located.
The response signal contains any information necessary
to complete the calculation of the autonomous system’s

5 6 



EP 2 689 263 B1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

geophysical position. FIG. 3 illustrates a hybrid block and
flow diagram showing how different operations may be
carried out by the remote node and base node according
to an exemplary embodiment.
[0020] Referring now to FIG. 4, a block diagram of a
receiver designed to receive an acoustic signal and es-
timate its bearing is shown according to an exemplary
embodiment. A base modem system 5 is equipped with
small multi-element receivers 35 which are used to make
a bearing estimation on signals received from the remote
modem. This type of arrangement can reduce the burden
on the mobile, which would not require much in addition
to a modem, compass, and depth finder.
[0021] Base system 5 includes a modem 10, a signal
processing device 20, and a unique multi-channel array
30 of hydrophones 35. Mathematical algorithms are ca-
pable of estimating the bearing of the mobile from the
output of this system, given a conventional modem signal
input. This bearing estimate is sent acoustically to the
mobile in response along with the geoposition of the base
modem system 5. The turn-around time between a mo-
bile request and the response from the base system pro-
vides the range between the two. This information, when
received by the mobile, is sufficient to locate the geop-
osition of the vehicle. FIG. 3 shows the sequence of op-
erations involved in this system according to an exem-
plary embodiment.
[0022] Referring again to FIG. 4, multi-channel hydro-
phone/transducer array 30 is connected as a number of
hydrophones 35. Each hydrophone 35 in the array 30 is
connected to an automatic gains control (AGC) 40,
whose output is connected to an analog-to-digital (A/D)
device 50. The embodiment also includes a controller 20
incorporating a digital signal processor (DSP) 25, and
program module 60 for calculating the bearing estima-
tion. Message data is sent and received by modem 10
via a multi-directional transducer 70. In the illustrated ex-
emplary embodiment, array 30 includes six hydrophone
channels; in other exemplary embodiments, the array
may include any number of channels (e.g., four chan-
nels).
[0023] The interface between the physical multi-hydro-
phone transducer array, associated components, and
the digital subsystem may be combined with well known
packaging technology into a very compact multi-level sig-
nal conditioning electronics package, including all nec-
essary signal conditioning and digitizing components.
The single board system can be manufactured in approx-
imately the size (e.g., area) of a dollar bill. DSP 25, inte-
grated with the modem, performs the necessary digital
processing of the signals.
[0024] For applications where the base and autono-
mous systems move rapidly with respect to each other
(e.g., greater than 20 or more knots) and introduce a
significant "Doppler" effect in acoustic signal transmis-
sions, compensation may be used to counter the effects
and reliably process data within transmissions. An ex-
ample of compensating for these effects is described in

U.S. Pat. No. 7,218,574, filed on Nov. 18, 2004.
An embodiment of the technique comprises the steps of
generating a communication signal with an acquisition
component for providing an initial estimate of the range
rate. The acquisition component is a nonlinear frequency
modulated signal whose signal characteristics are not
substantially affected by the range rate and is preferably
in the form of a hyperbolic frequency modulated signal.
The initial signal component is followed by a second set
of signals, preferably a set of single frequency tonals,
that are used to obtain a more precise estimate of range
rate. The communication signal is then demodulated us-
ing the more precise estimate of range rate to compen-
sate for the effects of range rate on the communication
signal so that the communication signal appears to have
not been influenced by the effects of range rate.
[0025] Referring now to FIG. 5, an illustration of a sys-
tem 600 for determining a position of a base node for use
in an underwater navigation system is shown according
to an exemplary embodiment. System 600 includes a
submersible vehicle 605 and a base node 610. Vehicle
605 is configured to communicate with a surface vessel
615 to determine a position of vehicle 605. Vehicle 605
may be configured to utilize an ultra short baseline (US-
BL) method to determine the position of vehicle 605
through communication with surface vessel 615. Surface
vessel 615 has a position determination circuit or system
(e.g., GPS) such that the position of surface vessel 615
is known. For example, vehicle 605 may include a trans-
ceiver or transducer array (e.g., an array of closely posi-
tioned hydrophones or transducers) and an acoustic mo-
dem configured to determine a position of vehicle 605 by
using acoustic signals exchanged between vehicle 605
and a transponder of surface vessel 615 to determine
range, bearing, geoposition, and/or signal transmission
and/or receipt time information with respect to surface
vessel 615. Determination of the position may be per-
formed using methods similar to those described with
respect to the exemplary embodiments of FIGS. 1A
through 4. In the following discussion, the transceiver or
transducer array and acoustic modem may together be
referred to as a directional acoustic transponder (DAT).
[0026] The DAT of vehicle 605 may be used to maintain
an accurate position of vehicle 605 during underwater
descent of vehicle 605 through communication with sur-
face vessel 615. Vehicle 605 may be coupled to a base
node 610, and vehicle 605 and base node 610 may be
coupled to an anchor weight configured to cause vehicle
605 and base node 610 to sink to the bottom of the body
of water. Vehicle 605 may use the DAT to maintain an
accurate position of vehicle 605 (and base node 610, as
base node 610 is coupled to vehicle 605) during descent.
The vehicle 605 may communicate with the DAT to de-
termine positional information periodically during the de-
scent, using the position information to aid the inertial
navigation system (INS) in maintaining its accuracy.
Once vehicle 605 and base node 610 reach the floor of
the body of water, vehicle 605 determines a final resting
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position of base node 610, as vehicle 605 has maintained
an accurate position during descent. Vehicle 605 stores
the position of base node 610 in a memory. Vehicle 605
then communicates (e.g., periodically, upon occurrence
of a condition such as a particular amount of movement
sensed by an inertial navigation system (INS) of vehicle
605, etc.) with base node 610, which is equipped with an
acoustic modem or DAT, to update the position of vehicle
605 during the course of a mission or survey.
[0027] Referring now to FIG. 6, a block diagram of a
system 618 (e.g., a control system) for determining a
position of a base node for use in an underwater naviga-
tion system (e.g., as shown in FIG. 5) according to an
exemplary embodiment. Submersible vehicle 605 in-
cludes a DAT including a modem 620 and a transducer
array 626. The modem 620 and/or other components of
vehicle 605 include a processor 622 and a memory 624.
Modem 620 and transducer array 626 are configured to
determine a bearing and range associated with a re-
ceived signal (e.g., as described above with respect to
FIGS. 1A through 4). Modem 620 may also be configured
to determine geoposition, signal transmission and/or re-
ceipt time, and/or other types of information associated
with signals received from and/or exchanged with other
systems. Vehicle 605 also includes a transponder 628
configured to receive a signal from modem 620 and trans-
mit an acoustic signal to other systems (e.g., surface ves-
sel 615 and/or base node 610).
[0028] Vehicle 605 also includes an inertial navigation
system (INS) 630. INS 630 is configured to calculate
(e.g., via dead reckoning) a position of vehicle 605 using
sensors that track the movement of vehicle 605. INS 630
may include a motion sensor such as an accelerometer,
a rotation sensor such as a gyroscope, and/or other types
of sensors configured to sense movement of vehicle 605.
INS 630 obtains an initial calibrated position from another
positioning source, such as a GPS fix. INS 630 then de-
tects changes in movement such as changes in geo-
graphic orientation (e.g., a move from north to east), ve-
locity and/or acceleration (e.g., speed and direction of
movement, rate of change of speed, etc.), angular orien-
tation (e.g., rotation about an axis), and/or other move-
ment information and uses the movement information to
estimate a current location of vehicle 605 based on the
previously identified position. The INS may include aiding
algorithms that allow it to receive position fixes from
sources other than a GPS, such as an acoustic naviga-
tional device.
[0029] Vehicle 605 may also include a conductivity,
temperature, and depth (CTD) sensor 632 configured to
measure conditions of the water through which signals
transmitted from and/or received at vehicle 605 travel.
The speed of sound varies with temperature, salinity, and
pressure. Variations in sound speed in layers of the water
column (e.g., a portion of the body of water through which
vehicle 605 communicates with other systems, such as
surface vessel 615 and/or base node 610) cause the
acoustic signals to be refracted or bent as they travel

through the water. For example, a signal transmitted from
surface vessel 615 to submersible vehicle 605 when ve-
hicle 605 is near the bottom of deep water may experi-
ence substantial refraction as it travels from the surface
down to vehicle 605.
[0030] CTD sensor 632 includes one or more sensors
configured to create a cast, or gather data, used to model
conditions of the water in the water column that affect
the transmission of acoustic signals through the water
column. The collected data can be used by a ray tracing
algorithm to account or correct for the bending of the
acoustic signals received at transducer array 626. The
ray tracing algorithm can be used to adjust the ranges
calculated using the DAT (e.g., transducer array 626 and
modem 620) to account for bending of the received signal
through the water column, providing for a more accurate
range calculation.
[0031] Base node 610 includes a modem 640, trans-
ducer 646 and transponder 648 configured to facilitate
communications with other components of system 618
(e.g., vehicle 605 and/or surface vessel 615). For exam-
ple, base node 610 may be configured to receive an
acoustic signal or message from vehicle 605 using trans-
ducer 646, interpret or decode the signal using modem
640, generate a response signal using modem 640, and
transmit the response signal to vehicle 605 using trans-
ponder 648. In some embodiments, base node 610 may
be equipped with a DAT (e.g., a modem and a transducer
array configured to detect a bearing of a received signal)
instead of or in addition to vehicle 605.
[0032] Surface vessel 615 also includes a modem 660,
transducer 668 and transponder 666 configured to facil-
itate communications with other components of system
618 (e.g., vehicle 605 and/or base node 610). In some
embodiments, surface vessel 615 may also be equipped
with a DAT. Surface vessel 615 is also equipped with a
positioning circuit 670 configured to determine a position
of surface vessel 615. Positioning circuit 670 may include
a GPS system and/or a motion reference unit or other
type of system configured to provide an accurate geo-
graphic state of surface vessel 615 and its associated
transducer. The position provided by surface vessel 615
may in turn be used to determine a position of submers-
ible vehicle 605 and/or base node 610. For example, ve-
hicle 605 (e.g., while descending to the bottom) may
transmit a position request signal to surface vessel 615.
In some embodiments (e.g., if vehicle 605 is equipped
with a DAT and surface vessel 615 is not equipped with
a DAT), surface vessel 615 may determine its current
position using positioning circuit 670 and send a re-
sponse signal to vehicle 605 containing the current ge-
ographic state of surface vessel 615 and associated
transducer. In other embodiments (e.g., if surface vessel
615 is equipped with a DAT), surface vessel 615 may
reply with different or additional information, such as the
bearing and/or range between surface vessel 615 and
vehicle 605 or the geoposition of vehicle 605. In some
embodiments, vehicle 605 may be equipped with its own
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positioning circuit (e.g., GPS) such that it is capable of
determining its own position while surfaced.
[0033] Referring now to FIG. 7A, a flow diagram of a
process 700 for determining a position of a base node
for use in an underwater navigation system is shown ac-
cording to an exemplary embodiment. Process 700 is
described below as being performed using components
of the systems illustrated in FIGS. 5 and 6. In various
embodiments, process 700 may be performed using sys-
tems having more, less, or different components than
those illustrated in FIGS. 5 and 6.
[0034] At step 705, an accurate initial position of sub-
mersible vehicle 605 is determined. The position of ve-
hicle 605 may be determined while the vehicle is surfaced
(i.e., at or near the surface of the body of water). In some
embodiments, vehicle 605 may determine its initial posi-
tion with reference to surface vessel 615. For example,
surface vessel 615 may utilize positioning circuit 670
(e.g., GPS) to determine an accurate position of surface
vessel 615. Vehicle 615 may send a position request to
surface vessel 615 using modem 620 and transponder
628. Surface vessel 615 receives the request using trans-
ducer 668 and modem 660, interprets the request using
modem 660, and may respond with an acoustic message
containing the current position of surface vessel 615 us-
ing modem 660 and transponder 666. The response
message is received at transducer array 626 of vehicle
605, and vehicle 605 uses transducer array 626 and mo-
dem 620 to determine a range and bearing from surface
vessel 615 to vehicle 605, decode the message to de-
termine the position of surface vessel 615, and use the
range, bearing, and surface vessel 615 position informa-
tion to determine an accurate initial position of vehicle
605. In other embodiments (e.g., if surface vessel 615 is
equipped with a DAT, or modem and transducer array),
surface vessel 615 may determine range and bearing
information based on the received request, and the re-
sponse message sent by surface vessel 615 may contain
one or more of the range, bearing, acoustic signal trans-
mission time, and/or position of surface vessel 615 and/or
vehicle 605. In some embodiments, submersible vehicle
605 may be equipped with a positioning circuit (e.g.,
GPS) and may be configured to determine its own initial
position while surfaced. At step 710, vehicle 605 and
base node 610 are coupled to an anchor weight such as
a clump weight designed to cause vehicle 605 and base
node 610 to sink to the bottom of the body of water. FIG.
7B illustrates system 600 with vehicle 605 in a surfaced
position and vehicle 605 and base node 610 coupled to
an anchor weight according to an exemplary embodi-
ment.
[0035] Referring still to FIG. 7A, while vehicle 605 and
base node 610 are descending to the bottom of the body
of water, vehicle 605 is configured to maintain an accu-
rate position of vehicle 605 (and base node 610) (step
715). Vehicle 605 may determine (e.g., periodically, upon
descending to a certain estimated depth or depths, etc.)
its position using INS 630. Under some circumstances,

the accuracy of the position of INS 630 may be affected
by errors that may accumulate as vehicle 605 descends
towards the bottom of the body of water.
[0036] Vehicle 605 may maintain the accuracy of the
determined position during descent by supplementing,
adjusting, and/or checking the position estimated using
INS 630 with position information obtained through
acoustic communications with surface vessel 615. For
example, vehicle 605 may send a position request acous-
tic message to surface vessel 615 using modem 620 and
transponder 628. Surface vessel 615 may respond with
an acoustic message containing the current position of
surface vessel 615. Vehicle 605 may receive the re-
sponse message at transducer array 626 and use trans-
ducer array 626 and modem 620 to determine range and
bearing information and, in turn, a current position of ve-
hicle 605. In some embodiments (e.g., if surface vessel
615 is equipped with a DAT, or modem and transducer
array), surface vessel 615 may determine range and
bearing information based on the received request, and
the response message sent by surface vessel 615 may
contain one or more of the range, bearing, acoustic signal
transmission time, and/or position of surface vessel 615
and/or vehicle 605. The position determined using the
acoustic messages exchanged between vehicle 605 and
surface vessel 615 may be used to enhance the accuracy
of the position determined by the INS. The accuracy of
the position determined using the exchanged acoustic
messages may be further enhanced using water property
data collected using CTD 632 to account for the bending
of the signals as they propagate through the water be-
tween vehicle 605 and surface vessel 615. FIG. 7C illus-
trates system 600 with vehicle 605 and base node 610
descending and vehicle 605 communicating with surface
vessel 615 via acoustic modem messages to maintain
an accurate position of vehicle 605.
[0037] In some embodiments, base node 610 may be
equipped with a DAT (e.g., a transducer array) rather
than or in addition to vehicle 605. In such embodiments,
base node 610 may be configured to determine the ac-
curate position of vehicle 605 and base node 610 during
descent through acoustic communications between base
node 610 and surface vessel 615. Base node 610 may
be configured to communicate the position data to vehicle
605.
[0038] Referring again to FIG. 7A, once vehicle 605
and base node 610 reach the floor of the body of water,
vehicle 605 is disengaged from base node 610 and the
anchor weight (step 720). Because vehicle 605 has main-
tained an accurate position during descent, once vehicle
605 and base node 610 have reached the floor of the
body of water, vehicle 605 can determine an accurate
fixed position (e.g., latitude, longitude, and depth) of base
node 610. The position of base node 610 may be stored
in memory 624 of vehicle 605 and/or memory 640 of base
node 610 (e.g., vehicle 605 may transmit an acoustic
message to base node 610 containing the latitude, lon-
gitude, and depth of base node 610). FIG. 7D illustrates
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system 600 with vehicle 605 and base node 610 near a
floor of the body of water and vehicle 605 still communi-
cating with surface vessel 615 to determine an accurate
position of vehicle 605.
[0039] Referring still to FIG. 7A, vehicle 605 may then
proceed to conduct a mission or survey (step 725). While
conducting the mission or survey, vehicle 605 may esti-
mate its position using INS 630. To maintain positional
accuracy throughout the mission or survey and counter-
act errors that may accumulate in the positional data de-
termined using INS 630, vehicle 605 may use acoustic
modem messages transmitted between vehicle 605 and
base node 610 to determine the position of vehicle 605
based on the known position of base node 610. Vehicle
605 may transmit a position request message to base
node 610. In some embodiments (e.g., if base node 610
is not equipped with a DAT or transducer array), base
node 610 may submit a response message that may con-
tain the position of base node 610. Vehicle 605 may de-
termine an updated position using transducer array 626
and modem 620 by determining a bearing and range from
the response message. In other embodiments (e.g., if
base node 610 is equipped with a DAT or transducer
array), base node 610 may determine the bearing, range,
geoposition, time, and/or other information and may
transmit the information to vehicle 605 in the response
message. Once the mission or survey has concluded,
vehicle 605 may surface and base node 610 may be re-
leased from the anchor weight (e.g., manually, via a re-
motely controlled release mechanism, etc.) and collected
on the surface of the body of water (step 730). FIG. 7E
illustrates system 600 with vehicle 605 performing a mis-
sion or survey and communicating with base node 610
via acoustic modem messages to determine an updated
position of vehicle 605.
[0040] Referring now to FIG. 8A, an illustration of an-
other system 800 for determining a position of a base
node for use in an underwater navigation system is
shown according to an exemplary embodiment. Like sys-
tem 600, system 800 includes a submersible vehicle 805,
a base node 810, and a surface vessel 815. In this ex-
emplary embodiment, base node 810 is equipped with
components that enable it to determine its own position
as it descends toward the floor of the body of water (e.g.,
rather than relying on vehicle 805 to determine the posi-
tion of base node 810). Base node 810 can be released
on the surface of the water (e.g., by surface vessel 815)
and weighted down to the bottom of the body of water.
While descending, base node 810 may determine an ac-
curate position through acoustic modem communication
with surface vessel 815 (e.g., using a DAT, or transducer
array and acoustic modem, on at least one of base node
810 and surface vessel 815), and base node 810 deter-
mines its resting position once it reaches the bottom of
the body of water. Vehicle 805 can then use base node
810 and its known position to perform position updates
during a mission or survey in a manner similar to that
described above with respect to FIGS. 5 through 7E.

[0041] Referring now to FIG. 8B, a block diagram of a
system 818 for determining a position of a base node for
use in an underwater navigation system (e.g., system
800 shown in FIG. 8A) is shown according to an exem-
plary embodiment. Several components illustrated in
FIG. 8B are similar to those shown in FIG. 6. However,
base node 810 is equipped with a DAT (e.g., transducer
array 846 and modem 840), an INS 850, and a CTD 852.
In some embodiments, base node 810 may be equipped
with fewer, more, or different components. Base node
810 utilizes these components to determine its position
as it descends from the surface to the floor of the body
of water in a manner similar to that in which vehicle 605
determines its position during descent in the exemplary
embodiments described with respect to FIGS. 5 through
7E (e.g., through acoustic modem messaging with sur-
face vessel 815). In some embodiments, vehicle 805
and/or surface vessel 815 may also be equipped with a
DAT, or transducer array.
[0042] Referring now to FIG. 9A, a flow diagram of
process 900 for determining a position of a base node
for use in an underwater navigation system (e.g., using
systems 800 and/or 818) is shown according to an ex-
emplary embodiment. Process 900 is described below
as being performed using components of the systems
illustrated in FIGS. 8A and 8B. In various embodiments,
process 900 may be performed using systems having
more, less, or different components than those illustrated
in FIGS. 8A and 8B.
[0043] At step 905, an accurate initial position of base
node 810 is determined. The position of base node 810
may be determined while base node 810 is surfaced (i.e.,
at or near the surface of the body of water). In some
embodiments, base node 810 may determine its initial
position with reference to surface vessel 815. For exam-
ple, surface vessel 815 may utilize positioning circuit 870
(e.g., GPS) to determine an accurate position of surface
vessel 815. Base node 810 may send a position request
to surface vessel 815 using modem 840 and transponder
848. Surface vessel 815 receives the request using trans-
ducer 868 and modem 860, interprets the request using
modem 860, and may respond with an acoustic message
containing the current position of surface vessel 815 us-
ing modem 860 and transponder 866. The response
message is received at transducer array 846 of base
node 810, and base node 810 uses transducer array 846
and modem 840 to determine a range and bearing from
surface vessel 815 to base node 810, decode the mes-
sage to determine the position of surface vessel 815, and
use the range, bearing, and surface vessel 815 position
information to determine an accurate initial position of
base node 810. In other embodiments (e.g., if surface
vessel 815 is equipped with a DAT, or modem and trans-
ducer array), surface vessel 815 may determine range
and bearing information based on the received request,
and the response message sent by surface vessel 815
may contain one or more of the range, bearing, acoustic
signal transmission time, and/or position of surface ves-
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sel 815 and/or base node 810. In some embodiments,
base node 810 may be equipped with a positioning circuit
(e.g., GPS) and may be configured to determine its own
initial position while surfaced. At step 910, base node
810 is coupled to an anchor weight such as a clump
weight designed to cause base node 810 to sink to the
bottom of the body of water. FIG. 9B illustrates system
800 with base node 810 in a surfaced position and base
node 810 coupled to an anchor weight according to an
exemplary embodiment.
[0044] Referring still to FIG. 9A, while base node 810
is descending to the bottom of the body of water, base
node 810 is configured to maintain an accurate position
of base node 810 (step 915). Base node 810 may deter-
mine (e.g., periodically, upon descending to a certain es-
timated depth or depths, etc.) its position using INS 850.
Under some circumstances, the accuracy of the position
of INS 850 may be affected by errors that may accumu-
late as base node 810 descends towards the bottom of
the body of water.
[0045] Base node 810 may maintain the accuracy of
the determined position during descent by supplement-
ing, adjusting, and/or checking the position estimated us-
ing INS 850 with position information obtained through
acoustic communications with surface vessel 815. For
example, base node 810 may send a position request
acoustic message to surface vessel 815 using modem
840 and transponder 848. Surface vessel 815 may re-
spond with an acoustic message containing the current
position of surface vessel 815. Base node 810 may re-
ceive the response message at transducer array 846 and
use transducer array 846 and modem 840 to determine
range and bearing information and, in turn, a current po-
sition of base node 810. In some embodiments (e.g., if
surface vessel 815 is equipped with a DAT, or modem
and transducer array), surface vessel 815 may determine
range and bearing information based on the received re-
quest, and the response message sent by surface vessel
815 may contain one or more of the range, bearing,
acoustic signal transmission time, and/or position of sur-
face vessel 815 and/or base node 810. The position de-
termined using the acoustic messages exchanged be-
tween base node 810 and surface vessel 815 may be
used to enhance the accuracy of the position determined
by INS 850. The accuracy of the position determined us-
ing the exchanged acoustic messages may be further
enhanced using water property data collected using CTD
852 to account for the bending of the signals and sound
speed as they propagate through the water between
base node 810 and surface vessel 815. FIG. 9C illus-
trates system 800 with base node 810 descending and
communicating with surface vessel 815 via acoustic mo-
dem messages to maintain an accurate position of base
node 810.
[0046] Referring again to FIG. 9A, once base node 810
reaches the floor of the body of water, base node 810
can determine its accurate fixed position (e.g., latitude,
longitude, and depth) (step 920). The position of base

node 810 may be stored in memory 840 of base node
810. FIG. 9D illustrates system 800 with base node 810
near a floor of the body of water and still communicating
with surface vessel 815 to determine an accurate position
of base node 810.
[0047] Referring still to FIG. 9A, vehicle 805 may then
proceed to conduct a mission or survey (step 925). While
conducting the mission or survey, vehicle 805 may esti-
mate its position using INS 830. To maintain positional
accuracy throughout the mission or survey and counter-
act errors that may accumulate in the positional data de-
termined using INS 830, vehicle 805 may use acoustic
modem messages transmitted between vehicle 805 and
base node 810 to determine the position of vehicle 805
based on the known position of base node 810. Vehicle
805 may transmit a position request message to base
node 810. Base node 810 may generate and transmit a
response message that contains bearing, range, geop-
osition, time, and/or other information to vehicle 805.
Once the mission or survey has concluded, vehicle 805
may surface and base node 810 may be released from
the anchor weight (e.g., manually, via a remotely control-
led release mechanism, etc.) and collected on the sur-
face of the body of water (step 930). FIG. 9E illustrates
system 800 with vehicle 805 performing a mission or sur-
vey and communicating with base node 810 via acoustic
modem messages to determine an updated position of
vehicle 805.
[0048] Various exemplary embodiments described
herein may be applied in a variety of systems or applica-
tions. For example, in some embodiments, a base node
and submersible vehicle (e.g., human operated, auton-
omous, remotely operated, etc.) may be used to perform
deep water surveys relating to oil and/or gasoline extrac-
tion. In other embodiments, a base node may be used in
conjunction with a device coupled to a diver (e.g., a hand-
held or wearable device) to determine an accurate posi-
tion of a diver during a diving operation. In some embod-
iments, a base node may be used to determine the loca-
tion of divers and/or vehicles in conjunction with a military
or defense-related mission. In some embodiments, a
base node may be used to determine the location of one
or more oceanographic instrumentation packages in con-
junction with an oceanographic survey or mission.
[0049] The disclosure is described above with refer-
ence to drawings. These drawings illustrate certain de-
tails of specific embodiments that implement the systems
and methods and programs of the present disclosure.
However, describing the disclosure with drawings should
not be construed as imposing on the disclosure any lim-
itations that may be present in the drawings. The present
disclosure contemplates methods, systems and program
products on any machine-readable media for accom-
plishing its operations. The embodiments of the present
disclosure may be implemented using an existing com-
puter processor, or by a special purpose computer proc-
essor incorporated for this or another purpose or by a
hardwired system.
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[0050] Furthermore, no element, component or meth-
od step in the present disclosure is intended to be dedi-
cated to the public, regardless of whether the element,
component or method step is explicitly recited in the
claims.
[0051] As noted above, embodiments within the scope
of the present disclosure include program products com-
prising machine-readable media for carrying or having
machine-executable instructions or data structures
stored thereon. Such machine-readable media can be
any available media which can be accessed by a general
purpose or special purpose computer or other machine
with a processor. By way of example, such machine-
readable media can comprise RAM, ROM, EPROM,
EEPROM, CD ROM or other optical disk storage, mag-
netic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or
any other medium (e.g., non-transitory medium) which
can be used to carry or store desired program code in
the form of machine-executable instructions or data
structures and which can be accessed by a general pur-
pose or special purpose computer or other machine with
a processor. Combinations of the above are also included
within the scope of machine-readable media. Machine-
executable instructions comprise, for example, instruc-
tions and data which cause a general purpose computer,
special purpose computer, or special purpose process-
ing machine to perform a certain function or group of
functions.
[0052] Embodiments of the disclosure are described
in the general context of method steps which may be
implemented in one embodiment by a program product
including machine-executable instructions, such as pro-
gram code, for example, in the form of program modules
executed by machines in networked environments. Gen-
erally, program modules include routines, programs, ob-
jects, components, data structures, etc., that perform par-
ticular tasks or implement particular abstract data types.
Machine-executable instructions, associated data struc-
tures, and program modules represent examples of pro-
gram code for executing steps of the methods disclosed
herein. The particular sequence of such executable in-
structions or associated data structures represent exam-
ples of corresponding acts for implementing the functions
described in such steps.
[0053] An exemplary system for implementing the
overall system or portions of the disclosure might include
a general purpose computing device in the form of a com-
puter, including a processing unit, a system memory, and
a system bus that couples various system components
including the system memory to the processing unit. The
system memory may include read only memory (ROM)
and random access memory (RAM). The computer may
also include a magnetic hard disk drive for reading from
and writing to a magnetic hard disk, a magnetic disk drive
for reading from or writing to a removable magnetic disk,
and an optical disk drive for reading from or writing to a
removable optical disk such as a CD ROM or other optical
media. The drives and their associated machine-reada-

ble media provide nonvolatile storage of machine-exe-
cutable instructions, data structures, program modules,
and other data for the computer.
[0054] It should be noted that although the flowcharts
provided herein show a specific order of method steps,
it is understood that the order of these steps may differ
from what is depicted. Also two or more steps may be
performed concurrently or with partial concurrence. Such
variation will depend on the software and hardware sys-
tems chosen and on designer choice. It is understood
that all such variations are within the scope of the disclo-
sure as long as they fall under the scope of the claims. .
Likewise, software and web implementations of the
present disclosure could be accomplished with standard
programming techniques with rule based logic and other
logic to accomplish the various database searching
steps, correlation steps, comparison steps and decision
steps. It should also be noted that the word "component"
as used herein and in the claims is intended to encom-
pass implementations using one or more lines of software
code, and/or hardware implementations, and/or equip-
ment for receiving manual inputs.
[0055] The foregoing description of embodiments of
the disclosure have been presented for purposes of il-
lustration and description. It is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or to limit the disclosure to the precise form disclosed,
and modifications and variations are possible in light of
the above teachings or may be acquired from practice of
the disclosure. The embodiments were chosen and de-
scribed in order to explain the principals of the disclosure
and its practical application to enable one skilled in the
art to utilize the disclosure in various embodiments and
with various modifications as are suited to the particular
use contemplated.

Claims

1. A method of determining a position of a submersible
vehicle (605) within a body of water, comprising:

determining an initial position of the vehicle
(605) while the vehicle (605) is at or near the
surface of the body of water; characterized by
coupling the vehicle (605) and a base node (610)
to a weight configured to descend the base node
(610) and the vehicle (605) to the floor of the
body of water;
determining a position of the base node (610)
once the base node (610) and vehicle (605)
have reached the floor of the body of water,
wherein determining a position of the base node
(610) comprises exchanging acoustic signals
between a first acoustic modem (620) of the ve-
hicle (605) and a second acoustic modem (660)
of a surface vessel (615)
decoupling the vehicle (605) from the weight;
and
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determining a position of the vehicle (605) based
on the position of the base node (610) and
acoustic signals exchanged between the first
acoustic modem (620) of the vehicle (605) and
a third acoustic modem (640) of the base node
(610).

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising determin-
ing a position of the vehicle (605) during descent by
exchanging acoustic signals between the first acous-
tic modem (620) of the vehicle (605) and the second
acoustic modem (660) of the surface vessel (615).

3. The method of claim 2, wherein determining a posi-
tion of the vehicle (605) during descent comprises:

determining a range between the vehicle (605)
and the surface vessel (615) using an acoustic
signal from the surface vessel (615);
measuring data regarding one or more proper-
ties of the body of water that affect the transmis-
sion of acoustic signals between the vehicle
(605) and the surface vessel (615) using a sen-
sor of the vehicle (605); and
adjusting the determined range based on the
measured data regarding the one or more prop-
erties of the body of water that affect the trans-
mission of the acoustic signals.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the initial position of
the vehicle (605) is determined using a positioning
circuit (670) of the vehicle (605), the positioning cir-
cuit (670) optionally comprising a global positioning
system.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein:

determining a position of the vehicle (605) com-
prises:

determining the position of the vehicle (605)
using an inertial navigation system (630);
and
updating the position of the vehicle (605)
based on the position of the base node (610)
and the acoustic signals exchanged be-
tween the first acoustic modem (620) of the
vehicle (605) and the third acoustic modem
(640) of the base node (610); and/or

at least one of determining a position of the base
node (610) and determining a position of the ve-
hicle (605) comprises receiving an acoustic sig-
nal at a plurality of transducers of the vehicle
(605);
determining a bearing and a range associated
with the acoustic signal based on a difference
in the phase and timing of the signal as it is re-

ceived at each of the plurality of transducers;
and
determining the respective position based on
the bearing and the range.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Bestimmen einer Position eines Un-
terwasserfahrzeugs (605) in einem Gewässer, um-
fassend:

Bestimmen einer Anfangsposition des Fahr-
zeugs (605) während sich das Fahrzeug (605)
an oder nahe der Oberfläche des Gewässers
befindet; gekennzeichnet durch:

Kuppeln des Fahrzeugs (605) und eines
Basis-Knotens (610) mit einem Gewicht, die
so konfiguriert sind, dass der Basis-Knoten
(610) und das Fahrzeug (605) auf den Bo-
den des Gewässers sinken;
Bestimmen einer Position des Basis-Kno-
tens (610), sobald der Basis-Knoten (610)
und das Fahrzeug (605) den Boden des Ge-
wässers erreicht haben, wobei das Bestim-
men einer Position des Basis-Knotens
(610) das Austauschen akustischer Signale
zwischen einem ersten akustischen Mo-
dem (620) des Fahrzeugs (605) und einem
zweiten akustischen Modem (660) eines
Überwasserfahrzeugs (615) umfasst;
Abkoppeln des Fahrzeugs (605) von dem
Gewicht; und
Bestimmen einer Position des Fahrzeugs
(605), basierend auf der Position des Basis-
Knotens (610) und der akustischen Signale,
die zwischen dem ersten akustischen Mo-
dem (620) und dem Fahrzeug (605) und ei-
nem dritten akustischen Modem (640) und
dem Basis-Knoten (610) ausgetauscht wur-
den.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, ferner umfassend das
Bestimmen einer Position des Fahrzeugs (605) wäh-
rend des Absinkens durch Austauschen akustischer
Signale zwischen dem ersten akustischen Modem
(620) des Fahrzeugs (605) und dem zweiten akus-
tischen Modem (660) des Überwasserfahrzeugs
(615).

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 2, wobei das Bestimmen
einer Position des Fahrzeugs (605) während des Ab-
sinkens umfasst:

Bestimmen einer Entfernung zwischen dem
Fahrzeug (605) und dem Überwasserfahrzeug
(615) unter Verwendung eines akustischen Si-
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gnals von dem Überwasserfahrzeug (615);
Messen von Daten in Bezug auf eine oder meh-
rere Eigenschaften des Gewässers, die die
Übertragung von akustischen Signalen zwi-
schen dem Fahrzeug (605) und dem Überwas-
serfahrzeug (615) beeinflussen, indem ein Sen-
sor des Fahrzeugs (605) verwendet wird; und
Justieren der ermittelten, auf den gemessenen
Daten basierenden Entfernung in Bezug auf die
eine oder mehreren Eigenschaften des Gewäs-
sers, die die Übertragung der akustischen Sig-
nale beeinflussen.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Anfangspo-
sition des Fahrzeugs (605) unter Verwendung eines
Schaltkreises zur Positionsbestimmung (670) des
Fahrzeugs (605) bestimmt wird und wobei der
Schaltkreis zur Positionsbestimmung (670) wahl-
weise ein Global Positioning System aufweist.

5. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Bestimmen
einer Position des Fahrzeugs (605) umfasst:

Bestimmen der Position des Fahrzeugs (605)
unter Verwendung eines Inertial-Navigations-
systems (630); und
Updating der Position des Fahrzeugs (605), ba-
sierend auf der Position des Basis-Knotens
(610) und der akustischen Signale, die zwischen
dem ersten akustischen Modem (620) des Fahr-
zeugs (605) und dem dritten akustischen Mo-
dem (640) des Basis-Knotens (610) ausge-
tauscht wurden; und/oder
mindestens eines von beiden des Bestimmens
einer Position des Basis-Knotens (610) und des
Bestimmens einer Position des Fahrzeugs (605)
umfasst das Empfangen eines akustischen Si-
gnals an einer Mehrzahl von Wandlern des
Fahrzeugs (605);
Bestimmen eines Peilwinkels und einer Entfer-
nung im Zusammenhang mit dem akustischen
Signal, basierend auf einer Differenz und Tak-
tung des Signals, wie es an jedem der Mehrzahl
der Wandler empfangen wird; und
Bestimmen der entsprechenden, auf dem Peil-
winkel und der Entfernung basierenden Positi-
on.

Revendications

1. Procédé de détermination d’une position d’un véhi-
cule submersible (605) à l’intérieur d’un plan d’eau,
comprenant :

la détermination d’une position initiale du véhi-
cule (605) pendant que le véhicule (605) se trou-
ve au niveau ou à proximité de la surface du

plan d’eau ; caractérisé par
l’accouplement du véhicule (605) et d’un noeud
de base (610) à un poids configuré pour faire
descendre le noeud de base (610) et le véhicule
(605) au fond du plan d’eau ;
la détermination d’une position du noeud de ba-
se (610) une fois que le noeud de base (610) et
le véhicule (605) ont atteint le fond du plan d’eau,
la détermination d’une position du noeud de ba-
se (610) comprenant l’échange de signaux
acoustiques entre un premier modem acousti-
que (620) du véhicule (605) et un deuxième mo-
dem acoustique (660) d’un navire de surface
(615) ;
le désaccouplement du véhicule (605) par rap-
port au poids ; et
la détermination d’une position du véhicule
(605) sur la base de la position du noeud de
base (610) et des signaux acoustiques échan-
gés entre le premier modem acoustique (620)
du véhicule (605) et un troisième modem acous-
tique (640) du noeud de base (610).

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, comprenant en
outre la détermination d’une position du véhicule
(605) pendant la descente, par l’échange de signaux
acoustiques entre le premier modem acoustique
(620) du véhicule (605) et le deuxième modem
acoustique (660) du navire de surface (615).

3. Procédé selon la revendication 2, dans lequel la dé-
termination d’une position du véhicule (605) pendant
la descente comprend :

la détermination d’une plage entre le véhicule
(605) et le navire de surface (615) à l’aide d’un
signal acoustique venant du navire de surface
(615) ;
la mesure de données concernant une ou plu-
sieurs propriétés du plan d’eau affectant la
transmission de signaux acoustiques entre le
véhicule (605) et le navire de surface (615), à
l’aide d’un capteur du véhicule (605) ; et
le réglage de la plage déterminée, sur la base
des données mesurées concernant les une ou
plusieurs propriétés du plan d’eau affectant la
transmission des signaux acoustiques.

4. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la po-
sition initiale du véhicule (605) est déterminée à
l’aide d’un circuit de positionnement (670) du véhi-
cule (605), le circuit de positionnement (670) com-
prenant facultativement un système de positionne-
ment global.

5. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel :

la détermination de la position du véhicule (605)
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comprend :

la détermination de la position du véhicule
(605) à l’aide d’un système de navigation
inertiel (630) ; et
l’actualisation de la position du véhicule
(605) sur la base de la position du noeud
de base (610) et des signaux acoustiques
échangés entre le premier modem acousti-
que (620) du véhicule (605) et le troisième
modem acoustique (640) du noeud de base
(610) ; et/ou

au moins l’une parmi la détermination d’une po-
sition du noeud de base (610) et la détermination
d’une position du véhicule (605) comprend la
réception d’un signal acoustique au niveau
d’une pluralité de transducteurs du véhicule
(605) ;
la détermination d’une portée et d’une plage as-
sociées au signal acoustique, sur la base d’une
différence dans la phase et la synchronisation
du signal lorsque celui-ci est reçu au niveau de
chacun parmi la pluralité de transducteurs ; et
la détermination de la position respective sur la
base du palier et de la plage.
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