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(54) Method of repairing a core stiffened structure

(57) A method (401) of repairing a core stiffened
structure, including removing (403) a damaged portion
of the core stiffened structure; bonding (407) a shelf (701)
onto a first core member (217); bonding (411) a second
core member (1103) to a shelf (701); and securing (413)
a skin patch over the second core member (1103).
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Description

BACKGROUND

Technical Field:

[0001] The embodiments of the present disclosure re-
late to the repair of a core stiffened structure.

Description of Related Art:

[0002] In a conventional repair process, a damaged
core stiffened structure is repaired by removing the dam-
aged core and replacing with expandable foam. Such a
repair process has certain benefits; however, one short-
coming is that the structure is not brought back to its
original full bearing strength, especially in shear. There
is a need for an improved method of repairing a core
stiffened structure, especially core stiffened structures
that are highly strained members, such as a rotor blade
structure for example.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0003] The novel features believed characteristic of the
methods and apparatuses of the present disclosure are
set forth in the appended claims. However, each method
and apparatus, as well as a preferred mode of use, and
further objectives and advantages thereof, will best be
understood by reference to the following detailed descrip-
tion when read in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, wherein:

Figure 1 is a side view of a rotorcraft according to
one example embodiment;

Figure 2 is a top view of a rotor blade, according to
one example embodiment;

Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view of a rotor blade
taken from section lines 3-3 in Figure 2, according
to one example embodiment;

Figure 4 is a schematic view of a method of repairing
a core stiffened structure, according to an example
embodiment;

Figure 5 is a top view of a portion of a rotor blade
during the repair process, according to an example
embodiment;

Figure 6 is a cross-sectional view of the rotor blade
taken from section lines 6-6 in Figure 5, according
to an example embodiment;

Figure 7 is a cross-sectional view of the rotor during
the repair process, according to an example embod-
iment;

Figure 8 is a stylized view of components of the foam
system, according to an example embodiment;

Figure 9 is a front view of a mixer used to mix the
foam system, according to an example embodiment;

Figure 10 is a stylized view of a mixture of the foam
system, according to an example embodiment;

Figure 11 is a top view of a portion of a rotor blade
during the repair process, according to an example
embodiment;

Figure 12 is a cross-sectional view of the rotor blade,
taken from section lines 12-12 in Figure 11, accord-
ing to an example embodiment; and

Figure 13 is a cross-section view of the rotor blade
with a skin patch installed, according to an example
embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0004] Illustrative embodiments of the methods and
apparatuses are described below. In the interest of clar-
ity, all features of an actual implementation may not be
described in this specification. It will of course be appre-
ciated that in the development of any such actual em-
bodiment, numerous implementation-specific decisions
must be made to achieve the developer’s specific goals,
such as compliance with system-related and business-
related constraints, which will vary from one implemen-
tation to another. Moreover, it will be appreciated that
such a development effort might be complex and time-
consuming but would nevertheless be a routine under-
taking for those of ordinary skill in the art having the ben-
efit of this disclosure.
[0005] In the specification, reference may be made to
the spatial relationships between various components
and to the spatial orientation of various aspects of com-
ponents as the devices are depicted in the attached draw-
ings. However, as will be recognized by those skilled in
the art after a complete reading of the present disclosure,
the devices, members, apparatuses, etc. described here-
in may be positioned in any desired orientation. Thus,
the use of terms such as "above," "below," "upper," "low-
er," or other like terms to describe a spatial relationship
between various components or to describe the spatial
orientation of aspects of such components should be un-
derstood to describe a relative relationship between the
components or a spatial orientation of aspects of such
components, respectively, as the device described here-
in may be oriented in any desired direction.
[0006] Referring now to Figure 1 in the drawings, a
rotorcraft 101 is illustrated. Rotorcraft 101 has a rotor
system 103 with a plurality of rotor blades 205. The pitch
of each rotor blade 205 can be manipulated in order to
selectively control direction, thrust, and lift of rotorcraft
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101. Rotorcraft 101 can further include a fuselage 107,
anti-torque system 109, and an empennage 111. A va-
riety of members on rotorcraft 101 can be manufacturing
as a core (honeycomb, foam, or honeycomb/foam, for
example) stiffened structure, as discussed further herein.
[0007] Rotorcraft 101 is merely illustrative of the wide
variety of aircraft and vehicles that are particularly well
suited to take advantage of the repair method of the
present disclosure. It should be appreciated that other
types of aircraft can also utilize the repair method of the
present disclosure. Further, utilization of the repair meth-
od of the present disclosure is not restricted to use of
repairing core stiffened structures for aircraft.
[0008] Referring now also to Figures 2 and 3, rotor
blade 205 is an example of a rotorcraft member than can
be configured with core to efficiently provide strength and
stiffness. Rotor blade 205 can include a leading edge
portion 207, a trailing edge portion 209, a root end portion
203, and a tip end portion 225. In the illustrated embod-
iment, an upper skin 211 and a lower skin 213 form an
aerodynamic surface with a spar member 215 and a core
member 217 forming the internal structure. Rotor blade
205 is merely illustrative of the wide variety of core stiff-
ened structures that can utilize one or methods disclosed
herein. In another embodiment, a horizontal stabilizer is
the core stiffened structure, for example.
[0009] Referring now to Figure 4, a method 401 of re-
pairing a core stiffened structure is schematically illus-
trated. During operation of rotorcraft 101, damage to a
core stiffened structure can occur in a variety of scenar-
ios, such as a collision with an object during flight, battle
damage, or from ground personnel while the aircraft is
on the ground, to name a few examples. In order to en-
sure safety of the aircraft, the damaged portion of the
core stiffened structure must be repaired. It should be
appreciated that the damage can exist in the skin and/or
the core. However, removal of the damaged skin may
also require repair of the core since the skin and the core
are bonded together. For illustrative purposes, method
401 is illustrated and described herein with regard to re-
pair of rotor blade 205; however, it should be appreciated
that method 401 can be performed on any core stiffened
structure.
[0010] Method 401 can include a step 403 of removing
the damaged portion of skin, such as upper skin 211, and
the damaged portion of core, such as core member 217.
Referring also to Figures 5 and 6, step 403 is illustrated
in further detail. Figure 5 shows the damaged portion of
skin 211 removed by a cutout 501, which in the illustrated
embodiment is circular; however, it should be appreciat-
ed that the cutout can be any implementation specific
shape. Further, Figure 6 illustrates that the damaged core
portion is removed to form a cavity 219 to a depth D1
until a relatively planar surface 221 is obtained with non-
damaged core 217 remaining therebelow. Removal of
the damaged skin portion and the damaged core portion
can be performed with a saw or machining head, for ex-
ample.

[0011] Method 401 can further include a step 405 for
cleaning and removing any contaminants in and around
cavity 219. Step 405 can include using a cleaning solu-
tion, such as an alcohol based fluid to remove contami-
nants.
[0012] Method 401 can include a step 407 of installing
a shelf 701 onto the surface 221 of the remaining non-
damaged core 217. Referring now also to Figure 7, one
example embodiment of step 407 is illustrated. In one
example embodiment, shelf 701 is a precured composite
that is adhesively bonded onto non-damaged core 217.
For example, a film adhesive can be used to bond the
lower surface of the shelf 701 to the upper surface net-
work of the non-damaged core 217. The adhesive is
cured using the requisite curing instructions. In another
example embodiment, the shelf 701 is installed onto non-
damaged core 217 as an uncured composite layup. In
such an embodiment, the uncured composite layup can
be cured concurrently with an adhesive that may be used
to bond the shelf 701 to the non-damaged core 217.
[0013] Method 401 can further include a step 409 of
installing a repair core 1101 and a step 411 of bonding
the repair core 1101 to the shelf 701 and adjacent non-
damaged core 217. Referring also to Figures 11 and 12,
steps 409 and 411 are illustrated in further detail. Repair
core 1101 is sized to fit within the cavity 219 created by
removal of the damaged skin and damaged core por-
tions. The periphery of repair core 1101 preferably is in
close proximity or is in contact with the adjacent non-
damaged core 217. In one example embodiment, the
step 411 of bonding the repair core 1101 to the shelf 701
and adjacent non-damaged core 217 includes pouring a
urethane foam system into the interior cells and any outer
peripheral partial cells so as to bond the repair core 1101
to the shelf 701 and adjacent non-damaged core 217. In
an alternative embodiment, a film, foam, or paste adhe-
sive can be used to bond the repair core 1101 to the shelf
701 and adjacent non-damaged core 217. In such an
embodiment, the paste adhesive, foam adhesive, or film
adhesive would be located in between the adjoining por-
tions of the repair core and the non-damage core, as well
as between the lower surface network of the repair core
1101 and the upper surface of the shelf 701. The process
for utilizing a urethane foam system to bond the repair
core 1101 to the shelf 701 and the adjacent non-damaged
core 217 is described further with reference to Figures
8-10.
[0014] Referring now also to Figures 8-10, the foam
system used in one embodiment of method 401 is pref-
erably a pourable urethane foam system that expands
to fill and bond together the repair core, such as repair
core 1101, and non-damaged core 217. Upon curing, the
foam is rigid enough to transfer load but is compliant so
that stress concentrations are not generated, while hav-
ing a relatively low density, or a density similar to the
core. In the illustrated embodiment, the foam system is
a polyisocyanurate pour foam system marketed under
the name of Stepanfoam BX 450, by the Stepan Chemical
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Company. It should be fully appreciated that other foam
systems may be used. The Stepanfoam BX 450 includes
two separate resin components, namely a resin T (70%
by weight) 805 and a resin R (30% by weight) 803. The
desired weight amounts of resin T 805 and resin R 803
are measured and poured into a container 801. The resin
T 805 and resin R 803 are mechanically agitated to form
a homogenous mixture 807. A mixer 901 can be used in
rotation in order to mix resin T 805 and resin R 803 to
form mixture 807. Mixer 901 includes a shaft 903, the
shaft 903 being configured to be driven by a drill motor,
or the like. Mixer 901 may include a plurality of blades
located on a first blade disc 905 and a second blade disc
907. In the illustrated embodiment, mixer 901 is rotated
at 3500 revolutions per minute for 10-15 seconds when
mixing resin T 805 and resin R 803 to form mixture 807.
[0015] Step 411 of method 401 can include pouring
foam mixture 807 into the repair area. Once the mixing
in is complete, it is preferred that mixture 807 is poured
into the repair area as quickly as possible. Once foam
mixture 807 is poured into cavity 219, foam mixture 807
is allowed to expand and fill the voids so as to form an
expanded foam 1103, which for illustrative purposes is
shown in Figures 11 and 12. In the illustrated embodi-
ment, the foam mixture 807 is allowed to "free rise"; how-
ever, an alternative embodiment can include restricting
the expansion by placing an upper mold over the repair
area. Preferably, the upper mold would include an open-
ing that allows the release of outgases. The expanded
foam 1103 functions to bond the repair core 1101, the
shelf 701, and the non-damaged core 217 together.
[0016] The step 411 can also include trimming the ex-
panded foam 1103 after foam mixture 807 has fully ex-
panded and has become semi-rigid. Trimming the ex-
panded foam 1103 includes reducing the outer surface
to correspond approximately with the outer airfoil surface
of skin 211. The trimming of expanded foam 1103 can
be performed by any variety of processes, such as a cut-
ting, sanding, machining, to name a few examples. Fig-
ure 12 is an illustration of expanded foam 1103 trimmed
such that the outer surface corresponds approximately
to the outer airfoil surface of skin 211.
[0017] A step 413 includes laying up a composite skin
patch 223 on the expanded foam 1103 and the upper
surface network of the repair core 1101, and subsequent-
ly curing the repair assembly. An illustrative composite
skin patch 223 is shown in Figure 13. In the illustrated
embodiment, composite skin patch 223 is a plurality of
plies of composite fibers with resin (i.e. pre-preg). Com-
posite skin patch 223 can be laid directly onto the outer
surface of expanded foam 1103 and the upper surface
network of the repair core 1101. Composite skin patch
223 and expanded foam 1103 are allowed to cure. In the
illustrated embodiment, the curing of composite skin
patch 223 and expanded foam 1103 takes place at room
temperature, such that an artificial heat source is not re-
quired. In another embodiment, skin patch 223 can be a
precured composite skin patch or of another rigid mate-

rial, such as a metal skin patch. In such an embodiment,
the rigid skin patch can be adhesively bonded to the ex-
panded foam 1103 with an adhesive.
[0018] Method 401, as described further herein, in-
cludes significant advantages over conventional repair
methods. For example, method 401 does not require spe-
cial repair tooling that would otherwise be required to
separately lay-up and cure a composite patch. Further,
method 401 can be performed in the field such that re-
pairs to composite core stiffened structures do not have
to be performed in a facility having specialized equip-
ment. Further, when method 401 is performed on com-
posite core stiffened structure wherein the composite
core is large cell core (cells greater than 0.5 inches), the
expanded foam 1103 (as trimmed) acts as a tooled sur-
face so as to provide uniform support of the composite
skin patch 223 prior and during curing.
[0019] Furthermore, repair method 401 regains the
original shear strength of the core stiffened structure.
Certain core stiffened structures that are highly loaded,
such as rotor blades, can require that the core transfer
shear load between the upper and lower skins. Shelf 701
not only provides a platform for bonding repair core 1101
to the undamaged core 217 therebelow, but also provides
a shear transfer medium between repair core 1101 and
the undamaged core 217 therebelow.
[0020] It should be appreciated that method 401 can
be performed on a wide variety of core-stiffened struc-
tures. Further, the core-stiffened structures can have a
core member 217 comprising any variety of materials,
such as carbon, paper, Nomex®, fiberglass, Kevlar®,
plastic, metal, foam, to name a few examples. Further,
core member 217 can have cell members of a variety of
shapes, such as square, hexagonal, elliptical, round, to
name a few examples.
[0021] The particular embodiments disclosed above
are illustrative only, as the apparatuses and methods
may be modified and practiced in different but equivalent
manners apparent to those skilled in the art having the
benefit of the teachings herein. Modifications, additions,
or omissions may be made to the apparatuses described
herein without departing from the scope of the invention.
The components of the system may be integrated or sep-
arated. Moreover, the operations of the system may be
performed by more, fewer, or other components.
[0022] Furthermore, no limitations are intended to the
details of construction or design herein shown, other than
as described in the claims below. It is therefore evident
that the particular embodiments disclosed above may be
altered or modified and all such variations are considered
within the scope and spirit of the application. Accordingly,
the protection sought herein is as set forth in the claims
below.
[0023] To aid the Patent Office, and any readers of any
patent issued on this application in interpreting the claims
appended hereto, applicants wish to note that they do
not intend any of the appended claims to invoke para-
graph 6 of 35 U.S.C. § 112 as it exists on the date of filing
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hereof unless the words "means for" or "step for" are
explicitly used in the particular claim.

Claims

1. A method of repairing a core stiffened structure, the
method comprising:

removing a damaged portion of the core stiff-
ened structure;
bonding a shelf onto a first core member;
bonding a second core member to the shelf; and
securing a skin patch over the second core
member.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the step
of removing the damaged portion includes removing
a skin portion and a damaged core portion.

3. The method according to claim 1 or claim 2, wherein
the step of bonding the shelf onto the first core mem-
ber includes locating an adhesive approximate to a
lower surface of the shelf and an upper surface net-
work of the first core member.

4. The method according to claim 1 or claim 2 or claim
3, wherein the step of bonding the second core mem-
ber to the shelf includes depositing a foam mixture
into a cell of the second core member, and optionally
or preferably further comprising:

allowing the foam mixture to expand and fill the
plurality of cells so as to form an expanded foam;
and
trimming the expanded foam.

5. The method according to claim 1 or of any of claims
2 to 4, further comprising:

curing the skin patch.

6. The method according to claim 1 or of any of claims
2 to 5, wherein the step of bonding the second core
member to the shelf also includes depositing a foam
mixture into a space between outer cell members of
the second core member and adjacent cells walls of
the first core member.

7. The method according to claim 1 or of any of claims
2 to 6, wherein the skin patch is a composite member.

8. The method according to claim 1 or any preceding
claim, wherein the step of bonding the second core
member to the shelf also includes applying a foam
adhesive into a space between outer cell members
of the second core member and adjacent cells walls
of the first core member.

9. The method according to claim 1 or any preceding
claim, wherein the step of bonding the second core
member to the shelf also includes applying a past
adhesive into between outer cell members of the
second core member and adjacent cells walls of the
first core member.

10. The method according to claim 1 or any preceding
claim, wherein the step of bonding the second core
member to the shelf includes applying a film adhe-
sive between the second core member and an upper
surface of the shelf.

11. The method according to claim 1 or any preceding
claim, wherein the step of bonding the second core
member to the shelf includes applying a foam adhe-
sive between the second core member and an upper
surface of the shelf.

12. A repaired core stiffened structure, comprising:

a lower skin;
an upper skin;
a core member;
a cavity formed from a partial removal of the up-
per skin and the core member;
a shelf bonded within the cavity;
a repair core member bonded on the shelf within
the cavity; and
a skin patch.

13. The repaired core stiffened structure according to
claim 12, wherein the core member includes a plu-
rality of cells and/or wherein the core member has
hexagonal shaped cells.

14. The repaired core stiffened structure according to
claim 12 or claim 13 or the method according to any
of claims 1 to 11, wherein the core stiffened structure
is an airfoil member or a rotor blade.

15. The repaired core stiffened structure according to
claim 12 or claim 13 or claim 14, or the method of
claim 1 or of any preceding method claim, wherein
the shelf is a composite member.
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