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(54) VARIABLE COMPRESSION RATIO INTERNAL COMBUSTION ENGINE

(57) The variable compression ratio internal combus-
tion engine 1 comprises: a variable compression ratio
mechanism 6 able to change a mechanical compression
ratio; an exhaust promotion mechanism 50, 55 able to
reduce cylinder residual gas after an exhaust stroke of
cylinders; and a control device 80 configured to control
the mechanical compression ratio by the variable com-
pression ratio mechanism and control an operation of the
exhaust promotion mechanism. The control device is
configured to operate the exhaust promotion mechanism
in at least a partial time period of a time period from when
it is demanded that the mechanical compression ratio be
raised to when the mechanical compression ratio finishes
being changed.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a variable com-
pression ratio internal combustion engine which can
change a mechanical compression ratio.

Background Art

[0002] Known in the past has been an internal com-
bustion engine comprising a variable compression ratio
mechanism which can change a mechanical compres-
sion ratio of the internal combustion engine. As such a
variable compression ratio mechanism, various mecha-
nisms have been proposed. As one among these, one
which can change the effective length of a connecting
rod used in the internal combustion engine may be men-
tioned (for example, PTL 1). In this regard, the "effective
length of a connecting rod" means the distance between
a center of a crank receiving opening which receives a
crank pin and a center of a piston pin receiving opening
which receives a piston pin. Therefore, if the effective
length of a connecting rod becomes longer, a combustion
chamber volume when the piston is at top dead center
of the compression stroke becomes smaller, and there-
fore the mechanical compression ratio increases. On the
other hand, if the effective length of a connecting rod
becomes shorter, the combustion chamber volume when
the piston is at top dead center of the compression stroke
becomes larger, and therefore the mechanical compres-
sion ratio falls.
[0003] As a variable length connecting rod which can
be changed in effective length, known is one which is
provided with a connecting rod body with a small end on
which an eccentric member (eccentric arm or eccentric
sleeve), which can turn with respect to the connecting
rod body, is provided (for example, PTL 1). The eccentric
member has a piston pin receiving opening which re-
ceives the piston pin. This piston pin receiving opening
is provided so as to offset with respect to a turning axis
of the eccentric member. In such a variable length con-
necting rod, if changing the turning position of the eccen-
tric member, the effective length of the connecting rod
can be changed accordingly.
[0004] Specifically, the eccentric member pivots in one
direction due to the upward inertial force acting on the
piston pin due to the reciprocating motion of the piston
to thereby lengthen the effective length of the connecting
rod. As a result, the piston rises with respect to the con-
necting rod body and the mechanical compression ratio
is switched from a low compression ratio to a high com-
pression ratio. On the other hand, the eccentric member
pivots in the other direction due to the downward inertial
force acting on the piston pin due to the reciprocating
motion of the piston and the downward explosive force
acting on the piston pin due to combustion of the air-fuel
mixture to thereby shorten the effective length of the con-

necting rod. As a result, the piston descends with respect
to the connecting rod body and the mechanical compres-
sion ratio is switched from a high compression ratio to a
low compression ratio. Therefore, in a variable compres-
sion ratio internal combustion engine provided with a var-
iable length connecting rod, the mechanical compression
ratio is switched by inertial force from a low compression
ratio to a high compression ratio and is switched by in-
ertial force and explosive force from a high compression
ratio to a low compression ratio.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0005] PLT 1: Japanese Patent Publication No.
2016-142137A

Summary of Invention

Technical Problem

[0006] In this regard, the inertial force is far smaller
than the explosive force. For this reason, it is difficult to
obtain a sufficient response when switching the mechan-
ical compression ratio from a low compression ratio to a
high compression ratio. Further, the inertial force is pro-
portional to the square of the engine speed of the internal
combustion engine, so in the low speed region of the
internal combustion engine, a sufficient inertial force can-
not be obtained and the response further deteriorates.
[0007] Therefore, in view of the above problem, an ob-
ject of the present invention is to improve the response
when raising the mechanical compression ratio in a var-
iable compression ratio internal combustion engine pro-
vided with a variable compression ratio mechanism.

Solution to Problem

[0008] The summary of the present disclosure is as
follows.

(1) A variable compression ratio internal combustion
engine comprising: a variable compression ratio
mechanism able to change a mechanical compres-
sion ratio; an exhaust promotion mechanism able to
reduce cylinder residual gas after an exhaust stroke
of cylinders; and a control device configured to con-
trol the mechanical compression ratio by the variable
compression ratio mechanism and control an oper-
ation of the exhaust promotion mechanism, wherein
the control device is configured to operate the ex-
haust promotion mechanism in at least a partial time
period of a time period from when it is demanded
that the mechanical compression ratio be raised to
when the mechanical compression ratio finishes be-
ing changed.
(2) The variable compression ratio internal combus-
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tion engine described in above (1), wherein the var-
iable compression ratio mechanism is a variable
length connecting rod comprising a connecting rod
body provided with a crank receiving opening receiv-
ing a crank pin and an effective length changing
member provided with a piston pin receiving opening
receiving a piston pin and attached to the connecting
rod body to be able to move so as to change a length
between a center of the piston pin receiving opening
and a center of the crank receiving opening.
(3) The variable compression ratio internal combus-
tion engine described in above (2), wherein the con-
trol device is configured not to operate the exhaust
promotion mechanism when an engine speed is a
predetermined reference speed or more.
(4) The variable compression ratio internal combus-
tion engine described in any one of above (1) to (3),
wherein the control device is configured not to oper-
ate the exhaust promotion mechanism when an en-
gine load is a predetermined threshold value or less.
(5) The variable compression ratio internal combus-
tion engine described in any one of above (1) to (4),
further comprising a detector detecting the mechan-
ical compression ratio finishing being changed,
wherein the control device is configured to operate
the exhaust promotion mechanism from when it is
demanded that the mechanical compression ratio be
raised to when the detector detects the mechanical
compression ratio finishing being changed.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

[0009] According to the present invention, it is possible
to improve the response when raising the mechanical
compression ratio in a variable compression ratio internal
combustion engine provided with a variable compression
ratio mechanism.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0010]

[FIG. 1] FIG. 1 is a view schematically showing a
variable compression ratio internal combustion en-
gine according to a first embodiment of the present
invention.
[FIG. 2A] FIG. 2A is a schematic cross-sectional view
of a variable length connecting rod.
[FIG. 2B] FIG. 2B is a schematic cross-sectional view
of a variable length connecting rod.
[FIG. 3] FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing the rela-
tionship between different members provided at an
internal combustion engine and a control device.
[FIG. 4] FIG. 4 is a flow chart showing a control rou-
tine of the internal combustion engine according to
the first embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 5] FIG. 5 is a graph showing one example of
setting the mechanical compression ratio with re-

spect to the engine speed and engine load.
[FIG. 6] FIG. 6 is a flow chart showing a control rou-
tine of an internal combustion engine according to a
second embodiment of the present invention.
[FIG. 7] FIG. 7 is a view schematically showing a
part of a variable compression ratio internal combus-
tion engine according to a third embodiment of the
present invention.

Description of Embodiments

[0011] Below, referring to the drawings, embodiments
of the present invention will be explained in detail. Note
that in the following explanation, similar components will
be assigned the same reference numerals.

<First Embodiment>

[0012] Below, referring to FIG. 1 to FIG. 4, a first em-
bodiment of the present invention will be explained.

<Configuration of Variable Compression Ratio Internal 
Combustion Engine>

[0013] FIG. 1 is a view schematically showing a vari-
able compression ratio internal combustion engine 1 ac-
cording to the first embodiment of the present invention.
The variable compression ratio internal combustion en-
gine 1 in the present embodiment (below, simply referred
to as the "internal combustion engine 1") is a spark igni-
tion type internal combustion engine and is mounted in
a vehicle. The internal combustion engine 1 is provided
with a crankcase 2, cylinder block 3, and cylinder head
4. Inside of the cylinder block 3, pistons 5 reciprocating
in the cylinder block 3 are arranged. The internal com-
bustion engine 1 has a plurality of cylinders 45.
[0014] Combustion chambers 7 are formed in the cyl-
inders 45 between the pistons 5 and the cylinder head
4. The cylinder head 4 is formed with intake ports 11 and
exhaust ports 14. The intake ports 11 and exhaust ports
14 are connected to the combustion chambers 7. Intake
valves 9 are arranged at the ends of the intake ports 11
and are formed to be able to open and close the intake
ports 11. Exhaust valves 12 are arranged at the ends of
the exhaust ports 14 and are formed to be able to open
and close the exhaust ports 14. Further, the internal com-
bustion engine 1 is provided with a variable valve timing
mechanism A able to control the opening timings and
closing timings of the intake valves 9, and a variable valve
timing mechanism B able to control the opening timings
and closing timings of the exhaust valves 12.
[0015] The internal combustion engine 1 is provided
with fuel injectors 10 for supplying the combustion cham-
bers 7 with fuel, and spark plugs 8 for igniting the air-fuel
mixtures in the combustion chambers 7. The spark plugs
8 are fastened to the cylinder head 4. The fuel injectors
10 are arranged near the inside walls of the cylinder head
4 so as to directly inject fuel into the combustion cham-
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bers 7. That is, the fuel injectors 10 are cylinder fuel in-
jectors. Note that, the fuel injectors 10 may be port fuel
injectors injecting fuel into the intake ports 11. Further,
the internal combustion engine 1 uses gasoline with a
stoichiometric air-fuel ratio of 14.6 as fuel. However, the
internal combustion engine 1 may use other fuel.
[0016] The internal combustion engine 1 is provided
with a supercharger comprised of a turbocharger 50. The
turbocharger 50 includes a turbine 51 arranged in the
exhaust passage, a compressor 52 arranged in the intake
passage, a shaft 53 connecting the turbine 51 and the
compressor 52, and a motor 54 provided at the shaft 53.
[0017] If the flow of exhaust causes the turbine 51 to
rotate, the compressor 52 also rotates and raises the
pressure of the intake air. Therefore, the turbocharger
50 can use the exhaust energy to compress the intake
air and make the amount of intake air increase. Further,
the motor 54 can be driven to forcibly make the turbine
51 and compressor 52 rotate through the shaft 53. For
this reason, at the turbocharger 50, even when the ex-
haust energy is low, the amount of intake air can be quick-
ly increased, so it is possible to reduce the turbo lag (time
lag from when driver steps on accelerator pedal to when
output torque increases due to the turbocharger 50). The
turbocharger 50 is a so-called "motor assisted turbo-
charger".
[0018] Further, if the motor 54 is driven, the rotation
speed of the turbine 51 increases, so exhaust from the
cylinders 45 is promoted and the cylinder residual gas
after the exhaust stroke of the cylinders 45 is reduced.
Therefore, the turbocharger 50 can function as an ex-
haust promotion mechanism able to reduce the cylinder
residual gas after the exhaust stroke of the cylinders 45.
[0019] In the internal combustion engine 1, by driving
the motor 54 of the turbocharger 50, the exhaust promo-
tion mechanism is operated. The motor 54, for example,
is driven by electric power generated by an alternator
(not shown). Further, the motor 54 may be a motor-gen-
erator able to generate electric power by exhaust energy.
In this case, the motor 54 may be driven by electric power
generated by exhaust energy.
[0020] The intake ports 11 of the cylinders 45 are re-
spectively connected to a surge tank 62 through corre-
sponding intake runners 13. The surge tank 62 is con-
nected through an intake pipe 15 to an outlet part of the
compressor 52 of the turbocharger 50. Inside the intake
pipe 15 between the surge tank 62 and the compressor
52, a throttle valve 18 driven by a throttle valve drive
actuator 17 such as a DC motor is arranged. The throttle
valve 18 can be made to turn by a throttle valve drive
actuator 17 to thereby change the opening area of the
intake passage. Further, the intake pipe 15 between the
compressor 52 and the throttle valve 18 is provided with
an intercooler 60 cooling the intake air compressed by
the turbocharger 50.
[0021] The inlet part of the compressor 52 is connected
through the intake pipe 15 to an air cleaner 61. Inside of
the intake pipe 15 between the air cleaner 61 and the

compressor 52, an air flow meter 16 is arranged for de-
tecting the amount of intake air. The intake ports 11, in-
take runners 13, intake pipe 15, etc. form an intake pas-
sage for guiding air to the combustion chambers 7.
[0022] On the other hand, the exhaust ports 14 of the
cylinders are connected to an exhaust manifold 19. The
exhaust manifold 19 includes a plurality of runners con-
nected to the exhaust ports 14 and a header at which
these runners merge. The header of the exhaust manifold
19 is connected to the inlet part of the turbine 51 of the
turbocharger 50. The outlet part of the turbine 51 is con-
nected through an exhaust pipe 22 to a casing 21. The
casing 21 contains an exhaust purification catalyst 20.
The exhaust ports 14, exhaust manifold 19, exhaust pipe
22, etc. form an exhaust passage discharging exhaust
gas generated by combustion of the air-fuel mixture from
the combustion chambers 7

<Variable Compression Ratio Mechanism>

[0023] The internal combustion engine 1 is further pro-
vided with a variable compression ratio mechanism able
to change the mechanical compression ratio. In the
present embodiment, the variable length connecting rods
6 correspond to the variable compression ratio mecha-
nism. The variable length connecting rods 6 are provided
at the cylinders 45. The variable length connecting rods
6 are connected to the pistons 5 through piston pins 42
at the small diameter ends and are connected to crank-
pins 43 of a crankshaft at the large diameter ends.
[0024] A variable length connecting rod 6 is known art
such as described in Japanese Patent Publication No.
2016-118181A etc. For this reason, the configuration and
operation of the variable length connecting rod 6 will be
explained just briefly below.
[0025] FIGS. 2A and 2B are schematic cross-sectional
views of a variable length connecting rod 6. In the variable
length connecting rod 6, the length between the center
of a crank receiving opening 41 receiving a crank pin 43
and the center of a piston pin receiving opening 32d re-
ceiving a piston pin 42, that is, the effective length of the
variable length connecting rod 6, is changed so as to
change the mechanical compression ratio. The variable
length connecting rod 6 is provided with a connecting rod
body 31, an eccentric member 32 attached to the con-
necting rod body 31 to be able to turn, a first piston mech-
anism 33 and second piston mechanism 34 provided at
the connecting rod body 31, and a flow direction switching
mechanism 35 switching the flow of hydraulic oil to the
piston mechanisms 33, 34. In the present embodiment,
the eccentric member 32 corresponds to the effective
length changing member attached to the connecting rod
body to be able to move so as to change the effective
length of the variable length connecting rod.
[0026] The flow direction switching mechanism 35 is
operated by an oil feed device at the outside of the con-
necting rod body 31 and can be switched between a first
state and a second state. The flow direction switching
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mechanism 35 prohibits the flow of hydraulic oil from a
first cylinder 33a of the first piston mechanism 33 to a
second cylinder 34a of the second piston mechanism 34,
and permits the flow of hydraulic oil from the second cyl-
inder 34a to the first cylinder 33a in the first state. The
flow direction switching mechanism 35 permits the flow
of hydraulic oil from the first cylinder 33a to the second
cylinder 34a and prohibits the flow of hydraulic oil from
the second cylinder 34a to the first cylinder 33a in the
second state.
[0027] If the flow direction switching mechanism 35 is
switched from the second state to the first state, the in-
ertial force acting on the piston pin 42 due to the recip-
rocating motion of the piston 5 in the cylinder 45 of the
internal combustion engine 1 causes the eccentric mem-
ber 32 to turn in one direction (direction of arrow in FIG.
2A). For this reason, the second piston 34b of the second
piston mechanism 34 is pushed inside the second cylin-
der 34a and the hydraulic oil inside the second cylinder
34a moves to the first cylinder 33a. As a result, as shown
in FIG. 2A, the effective length of the variable length con-
necting rod 6 becomes longer (becomes LI). As shown
in FIG. 1 by the solid line, the volume of the combustion
chamber 7 when the piston 5 is at top dead center be-
comes smaller. On the other hand, even if the effective
length of the variable length connecting rod 6 changes,
the stroke length by which the piston 5 reciprocates in
the cylinder 45 does not change. Therefore, at this time,
the mechanical compression ratio in the internal com-
bustion engine 1 becomes higher.
[0028] On the other hand, if the flow direction switching
mechanism 35 is switched from the first state to the sec-
ond state, the inertial force acting on the piston pin 42
due to the reciprocating motion of the piston 5 inside the
cylinder 45 of the internal combustion engine 1 and the
explosive force acting on the piston 5 due to the com-
bustion of the air-fuel mixture inside the combustion
chamber 7 cause the eccentric member 32 to turn in the
other direction (direction of arrow in FIG. 2B). For this
reason, the first piston 33b of the first piston mechanism
33 is pushed into the first cylinder 33a and the hydraulic
oil inside the first cylinder 33a moves to the second cyl-
inder 34a. As a result, as shown in FIG. 2B, the effective
length of the variable length connecting rod 6 becomes
shorter (becomes L2). As shown in FIG. 1 by the broken
line, the volume of the combustion chamber 7 when the
piston 5 is at top dead center becomes larger. On the
other hand, as explained above, the stroke length of the
piston 5 is constant. Therefore, at this time, the mechan-
ical compression ratio at the internal combustion engine
1 becomes lower.
[0029] As explained above, the variable length con-
necting rods 6 can change the mechanical compression
ratio in the internal combustion engine 1 to the two stages
of a high compression ratio and low compression ratio.
Note that, the variable compression ratio mechanism
may be variable length connecting rods able to change
the mechanical compression ratio in three stages (see

Japanese Patent Publication No. 2016-118180A). Fur-
ther, the variable compression ratio mechanism may be
linear motion type variable length connecting rods each
provided with an effective length changing member at-
tached to a connecting rod body in a manner enabling
linear motion so as to change the effective length of the
variable length connecting rod (see Japanese Patent
Publication No. 2015-527518 etc.)
[0030] Further, the variable compression ratio mech-
anism can be configured in any way so long as one able
to change the mechanical compression ratio. For exam-
ple, the variable compression ratio mechanism may be
a multilink type piston stroke mechanism using a multilink
mechanism to change the top dead center position of a
piston (see Japanese Patent Publication No.
2005-69027A, Japanese Patent Publication No.
2001-227367A, etc.) Further, the variable compression
ratio mechanism may be a movable block mechanism
changing the distance between the cylinder block and
the crankcase to thereby change the volumes of the com-
bustion chambers (see WO 2009/060979A, Japanese
Patent Publication No. 2013-238117A, etc.)
[0031] Further, the internal combustion engine 1 is fur-
ther provided with detectors detecting the mechanical
compression ratio finishing being changed. In the present
embodiment, the gap sensors 90 correspond to the de-
tectors. The gap sensors 90 are arranged in the cylinders
45 and fastened to the walls of the cylinder block 3. The
gap sensors 90 are noncontact type distance measuring
sensors. The gap sensors 90 detect the distances from
the gap sensors 90 to the pistons 5. The smallest values
of the distances detected correspond to the distances to
the pistons 5 at the bottom dead center. The positions of
the pistons 5 at the bottom dead center become closer
to the gap sensors 90 the shorter the effective lengths of
the variable length connecting rods 6, that is, the lower
the mechanical compression ratio. Therefore, by detect-
ing the smallest values of the distances from the gap
sensors 90 to the pistons 5, it is possible to detect the
mechanical compression ratios at the cylinders 45. For
this reason, the gap sensors 90 can detect the mechan-
ical compression ratios finishing being changed at the
cylinders 45 when variable length connecting rods 6
cause the mechanical compression ratios to be changed
from a high compression ratio to a low compression ratio
or from a low compression ratio to a high compression
ratio.
[0032] Note that, the detectors may be configured in
any way so long as ones able to detect the mechanical
compression ratio finishing being changed. For example,
the detectors may be combustion pressure sensors de-
tecting the mechanical compression ratios based on the
combustion pressures inside the combustion chambers.

<Control Device of Variable Compression Ratio Internal 
Combustion Engine>

[0033] FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing the relation-
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ship between the different parts provided at the internal
combustion engine 1 and a control device. The internal
combustion engine 1 is further provided with an electronic
control unit (ECU) 80. The various control operations of
the internal combustion engine 1 are performed by the
ECU 80. Therefore, the ECU 80 functions as the control
device of the internal combustion engine 1. The ECU 80
is comprised of a digital computer provided with compo-
nents connected with each other by a bidirectional bus
81 such as a ROM (read only memory) 82, RAM (random
access memory) 83, CPU (microprocessor) 84, input port
85, and output port 86. The outputs of the air flow meter
16, the gap sensors 90, and the load sensor 101 are input
through corresponding AD converters 87 to the input port
85.
[0034] As shown in FIG. 1, the air flow meter 16 is
arranged in the intake passage between the air cleaner
61 and the compressor 52 and detects the amount of
flow of air through the inside of the intake pipe 15. The
load sensor 101 generates an output voltage proportional
to the amount of depression of the accelerator pedal 120
to detect the engine load of the internal combustion en-
gine 1.
[0035] Furthermore, the input port 85 has a crank angle
sensor 108 generating an output pulse every time the
crankshaft rotates by, for example, 15°, connected to it.
The crank angle sensor 108 detects the engine speed of
the internal combustion engine 1.
[0036] On the other hand, the output port 86 is con-
nected through the corresponding drive circuits 88 to the
spark plugs 8, fuel injectors 10, throttle valve drive actu-
ator 17, variable valve timing mechanisms A, B, motor
54, and oil feed device 70. The ECU 80 can control the
ignition timings of the spark plugs 8, the injection timings
and injection times of fuel injected from the fuel injectors
10, the opening degree of the throttle valve 18, the open-
ing timings and closing timings of the intake valves 9, the
opening timings and closing timings of the exhaust valves
12, and the operation of the motor 54. Further, the ECU
80 can control the operations of the variable length con-
necting rods 6 by the oil feed device 70 at the outside of
the connecting rod bodies 31 and in turn control the me-
chanical compression ratio at the internal combustion en-
gine 1.

<Control of Internal Combustion Engine When Raising 
Mechanical Compression Ratio>

[0037] As explained above, when providing variable
length connecting rods 6 as the variable compression
ratio mechanism, the mechanical compression ratio is
changed from a low compression ratio to a high com-
pression ratio by the inertial force acting on the piston
pins 42 and is changed from a high compression ratio to
a low compression ratio by the inertial force and explosive
force acting on the piston pins 42. The inertial force is far
smaller than the explosive force. For this reason, it is
difficult to obtain a sufficient response when changing

the mechanical compression ratio from a low compres-
sion ratio to a high compression ratio.
[0038] In this regard, in the intake stroke of the cylin-
ders 45, the cylinder pressure falls below atmospheric
pressure according to the opening degree of the throttle
valve 18 etc., and negative pressure is generated in the
cylinders. As a result, the cylinder pressure becomes low-
er than the pressure in the crankcase 2, so tension pulling
the pistons 5 to the cylinder head 4 side is generated.
This tension can assist the operation for raising the me-
chanical compression ratio, that is, the operation for turn-
ing the eccentric members 32 so as to make the pistons
5 separate from the crank pins 43. Further, by reducing
the cylinder residual gas after the exhaust stroke of the
cylinders 45, it is possible to increase the amount of drop
of pressure in the cylinders due to the exhaust and in
turn possible to increase the negative pressure in the
cylinders in the intake stroke.
[0039] Focusing on the above fact, in the present em-
bodiment, the following control is performed so as to im-
prove the response when raising the mechanical com-
pression ratio. In the present embodiment, the ECU 80
makes the exhaust promotion mechanism operate for at
least a partial time period in the time period from when
it is demanded to raise the mechanical compression ratio
to when the mechanical compression ratio finishes being
changed. By doing this, the negative pressure inside the
cylinders in the intake stroke is made to increase and the
tension due to the negative pressure can be made to
increase. As a result, the response when raising the me-
chanical compression ratio can be improved.
[0040] Note that, even when a variable compression
ratio mechanism other than variable length connecting
rods is used, the tension due to the negative pressure
assists the operation for reducing the volumes of the com-
bustion chambers for raising the mechanical compres-
sion ratio. Therefore, according to the above-mentioned
control, the response when raising the mechanical com-
pression ratio is improved in internal combustion engines
provided with any configuration of variable compression
ratio mechanism.

<Explanation of Control Using Flow Chart>

[0041] Below, referring to the flow chart of FIG. 4, the
above-mentioned control will be explained in detail. FIG.
4 is a flow chart showing a control routine of the internal
combustion engine 1 according to the first embodiment
of the present invention. The present control routine is
repeatedly executed at predetermined time intervals by
the ECU 80 after startup of the internal combustion en-
gine 1.
[0042] First, at step S101, it is judged whether there is
a demand to raise the mechanical compression ratio.
Change of the mechanical compression ratio is demand-
ed according to the operating state of the internal com-
bustion engine 1. For example, when the engine load of
the internal combustion engine 1 becomes a predeter-
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mined value or less, it is demanded that the mechanical
compression ratio be changed from a low compression
ratio to a high compression ratio. This demand is main-
tained until it is judged that the mechanical compression
ratio has finished being changed.
[0043] If at step S101 it is judged that there has been
no demand to raise the mechanical compression ratio,
the present control routine ends. On the other hand, if at
step S101 it is judged that there is a demand to raise the
mechanical compression ratio, the present control rou-
tine proceeds to step S102. At step S102, the exhaust
promotion mechanism is operated. In the present em-
bodiment, the motor 54 of the turbocharger 50 is driven.
As a result, exhaust from the cylinders 45 is promoted
and the negative pressure inside the cylinders is in-
creased.
[0044] Next, at step S103, the mechanical compres-
sion ratio is raised. In the present embodiment, the me-
chanical compression ratio is changed from a low com-
pression ratio to a high compression ratio by using the
oil feed device 70 to lengthen the effective lengths of the
variable length connecting rods 6.
[0045] Next, at step S104, it is judged whether the me-
chanical compression ratio has finished being changed.
The mechanical compression ratio finishing being
changed is detected, for example, by detectors detecting
the mechanical compression ratio finishing being
changed. In the present embodiment, the gap sensors
90 detect the mechanical compression ratio finishing be-
ing changed. Note that, it may be judged that the me-
chanical compression ratio has finished being changed
when the time elapsed from when the control for raising
the mechanical compression ratio is started becomes a
predetermined time or more. In this case, detectors such
as the gap sensors 90 are not required. The predeter-
mined time is determined in advance by experiments,
calculation, etc.
[0046] If at step S104 it is judged that the mechanical
compression ratio has not finished being changed, the
present control routine is ended. On the other hand, if at
step S104 it is judged that the mechanical compression
ratio has finished being changed, the present control rou-
tine proceeds to step S105. At step S105, the exhaust
promotion mechanism is stopped. In the present embod-
iment, the motor 54 of the turbocharger 50 is stopped.
After step S105, the present control routine is ended.
[0047] Note that, if time is required for increasing the
negative pressure by the exhaust promotion mechanism,
the control for raising the mechanical compression ratio
may be started after the elapse of a predetermined time
from when making the exhaust promotion mechanism
operate. Further, the exhaust promotion mechanism may
be made to operate in a partial time period of the time
period from when it is demanded that the mechanical
compression ratio be raised to when the mechanical
compression ratio finishes being changed. For example,
the exhaust promotion mechanism may be made to op-
erate only for a predetermined time from when it is de-

manded that the mechanical compression ratio be raised.
Further, the exhaust promotion mechanism may be made
to operate after the control for raising the mechanical
compression ratio is started.

<Second Embodiment>

[0048] The variable compression ratio internal com-
bustion engine according to the second embodiment is
basically similar to the variable compression ratio internal
combustion engine according to the first embodiment ex-
cept for the points explained below. For this reason, be-
low, the second embodiment of the present invention will
be explained focusing on the parts differing from the first
embodiment.
[0049] The inertial force acting on a piston pin 42 due
to the reciprocating motion of a piston 5 inside a cylinder
45 of the internal combustion engine 1 is proportional to
the square of the engine speed of the internal combustion
engine 1. For this reason, in the low speed region of the
internal combustion engine 1, a sufficient inertial force
cannot be obtained and the response when raising the
mechanical compression ratio greatly falls.
[0050] Therefore, in the second embodiment, the ECU
80 does not make the exhaust promotion mechanism
operate when the engine speed is a predetermined ref-
erence speed or more even if it is demanded that the
mechanical compression ratio be raised. In other words,
the ECU 80 makes the exhaust promotion mechanism
operate when the engine speed is less than the prede-
termined reference speed in at least a partial time period
in the time period from when it is demanded that the me-
chanical compression ratio be raised to when the me-
chanical compression ratio finishes changing. By doing
this, it is possible to secure the required response while
reducing the power consumed due to the motor 54 being
driven.
[0051] Further, usually, the lower the engine load of
the internal combustion engine 1, the smaller the opening
degree of the throttle valve 18 is made and the larger the
negative pressure in the cylinders in the intake stroke.
For this reason, if the engine load of the internal com-
bustion engine 1 is relatively low, the tension caused by
the negative pressure becomes relatively large. Further,
if the engine load of the internal combustion engine 1 is
relatively low, the negative pressure inside the cylinders
is already large. For this reason, even if making the ex-
haust promotion mechanism operate, it is not possible
to increase the negative pressure inside the cylinders
much at all.
[0052] Therefore, in the second embodiment, the ECU
80 does not make the exhaust promotion mechanism
operate when the engine load is a predetermined thresh-
old value or less even if it is demanded that the mechan-
ical compression ratio be raised. In other words, the ECU
80 makes the exhaust promotion mechanism operate
when the engine load is larger than the predetermined
threshold value in at least a partial time period in the time
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period from when it is demanded that the mechanical
compression ratio be raised to when the mechanical
compression ratio finishes changing. By doing this, it is
possible to secure the required response while reducing
the power consumed due to the motor 54 being driven.
[0053] FIG. 5 is a graph showing one example of set-
ting the mechanical compression ratio with respect to the
engine speed and engine load. In the illustrated example,
in the region where the engine load is the reference value
Tref or more, the mechanical compression ratio is set to
the low compression ratio, while in the region where the
engine load is less than the reference value Tref, the
mechanical compression ratio is set to the high compres-
sion ratio. Further, in the figure, the region where oper-
ation of the exhaust promotion mechanism is prohibited
when it is demanded to raise the mechanical compres-
sion ratio is shown by the hatching. In the illustrated ex-
ample, operation of the exhaust promotion mechanism
is prohibited in the region where the engine load is the
threshold value Tth or less or the engine speed NE is the
reference speed NEref or more. Note that, if the internal
combustion engine 1 is stopped in the state where the
mechanical compression ratio is set to the low compres-
sion ratio and if at the time of restart of the internal com-
bustion engine 1, the mechanical compression ratio is
attempted to be changed to the high compression ratio,
change of the mechanical compression ratio to the high
compression ratio can be demanded when the engine
load is the threshold value Tth or less.

<Explanation of Control Using Flow Chart>

[0054] Below, referring to the flow chart of FIG. 6, the
above-mentioned control will be explained in detail. FIG.
6 is a flow chart showing the control routine of the internal
combustion engine 1 in a second embodiment of the
present invention. The present control routine is repeat-
edly executed at predetermined time intervals by the
ECU 80 after startup of the internal combustion engine 1.
[0055] First, at step S201, in the same way as step
S101 of FIG. 4, it is judged whether there is a demand
for raising the mechanical compression ratio. If it is
judged that there is no demand to raise the mechanical
compression ratio, the present control routine is ended.
On the other hand, if it is judged that there is a demand
to raise the mechanical compression ratio, the present
control routine proceeds to step S202.
[0056] At step S202, it is judged whether the engine
speed is the reference speed or more. The engine speed
is detected by the crank angle sensor 108. The reference
speed is determined in advance by experiments, calcu-
lation, etc. If at step S202 it is judged that the engine
speed is less than the reference speed, the present con-
trol routine proceeds to step S203.
[0057] At step S203, it is judged whether the engine
load is the threshold value or less. The engine load is
detected by the load sensor 101. The threshold value is
determined in advance by experiments, calculation, etc.

If at step S203 it is judged that the engine load is larger
than the threshold value, the present control routine pro-
ceeds to step S204.
[0058] At step S204, the exhaust promotion mecha-
nism is operated. In the present embodiment, the motor
54 of the turbocharger 50 is driven. Next, at step S205,
the mechanical compression ratio is raised. In the
present embodiment, the mechanical compression ratio
is changed from a low compression ratio to a high com-
pression ratio by using the oil feed device 70 to lengthen
the effective lengths of the variable length connecting
rods 6.
[0059] Next, at step S206, in the same way as at step
S104 of FIG. 4, it is judged whether the mechanical com-
pression ratio has finished being changed. If it is judged
that the mechanical compression ratio has not finished
being changed, the present control routine is ended. On
the other hand, if it is judged that the mechanical com-
pression ratio has finished being changed, the control
routine proceeds to step S207.
[0060] At step S207, the exhaust promotion mecha-
nism is stopped. In the present embodiment, the motor
54 of the turbocharger 50 is stopped. After step S207,
the control routine is ended.
[0061] Further, if at step S202 it is judged that the en-
gine speed is the reference speed or more or if at step
S203 it is judged that the engine load is the threshold
value or less, the control routine proceeds to step S207.
For example, when fuel cut control is performed in the
internal combustion engine 1, it is judged that the engine
load is the threshold value or less. Fuel cut control is
performed when the amount of depression of the accel-
erator pedal 120 is zero or substantially zero (that is, the
engine load is zero or substantially zero) and the engine
speed is a predetermined speed higher than the speed
at the time of idling or is more.
[0062] At step S207, the exhaust promotion mecha-
nism is stopped. After step S207, the control routine is
ended. Therefore, even when it is demanded to raise the
mechanical compression ratio, the exhaust promotion
mechanism is not operated when the engine speed is
the reference speed or more or when the engine load is
a predetermined threshold value or less. Note that, either
of step S202 and step S203 may be omitted.

<Third Embodiment>

[0063] In the third embodiment, as the exhaust promo-
tion mechanism able to reduce the cylinder residual gas
after the exhaust stroke of the cylinders 45, an electric
turbine 55 is used instead of the turbocharger 50. Note
that, in the variable compression ratio internal combus-
tion engine of the third embodiment, control is performed
in the same way as the first embodiment or second em-
bodiment.
[0064] FIG. 7 is a view schematically showing a part
of a variable compression ratio internal combustion en-
gine 1’ according to a third embodiment of the present
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invention (below, simply referred to as an "internal com-
bustion engine 1’"). The internal combustion engine 1’ is
provided with an electric turbine 55.
[0065] The electric turbine 55 includes a turbine 51’
arranged in the exhaust passage, and a motor 54’ con-
nected to the turbine 51’. If the flow of exhaust causes
the turbine 51’ to rotate, the motor 54’ generates electric
power. Therefore, the motor 54’ is a motor-generator able
to generate electric power by exhaust energy.
[0066] Further, if the motor 54’ is driven, the rotation
speed of the turbine 51’ increases, so exhaust from the
cylinders 45 is promoted and cylinder residual gas after
the exhaust stroke of the cylinders 45 is reduced. There-
fore, the electric turbine 55 can function as an exhaust
promotion mechanism able to reduce the cylinder resid-
ual gas after the exhaust stroke of the cylinders 45.
[0067] In the internal combustion engine 1’, by driving
the motor 54’ of the electric turbine 55, the exhaust pro-
motion mechanism is operated. The motor 54’, for exam-
ple, is driven by electric power generated by an alternator
(not shown) or electric power generated by exhaust en-
ergy.

<Other Embodiments>

[0068] Above, preferred embodiments according to the
present invention were explained, but the present inven-
tion is not limited to these embodiments and can be mod-
ified and changed in various ways within the language
of the claims.
[0069] For example, if time is required for increasing
the negative pressure by the exhaust promotion mech-
anism, in the control routine of FIG. 4 or FIG. 6, control
may be started for raising the mechanical compression
ratio after the elapse of a predetermined time from when
operating the exhaust promotion mechanism. Further, it
is also possible to make the exhaust promotion mecha-
nism operate only in a partial time period of the time pe-
riod from when it is demanded to raise the mechanical
compression ratio to when the mechanical compression
ratio finishes being changed. For example, it is also pos-
sible to make the exhaust promotion mechanism operate
only for a predetermined time from when it is demanded
to raise the mechanical compression ratio. Further, it is
also possible to make the exhaust promotion mechanism
operate after control has started for raising the mechan-
ical compression ratio.

Reference Signs List

[0070]

1, 1’. variable compression ratio internal combustion
engine
6. variable length connecting rod (variable compres-
sion ratio mechanism)
50. turbocharger
55. electric turbine

80. electronic control unit (ECU)

Claims

1. A variable compression ratio internal combustion en-
gine (1, 1’) comprising:

a variable compression ratio mechanism (6)
able to change a mechanical compression ratio;
an exhaust promotion mechanism (50, 55) able
to reduce cylinder residual gas after an exhaust
stroke of cylinders (45); and
a control device (80) configured to control the
mechanical compression ratio by the variable
compression ratio mechanism (6) and control
an operation of the exhaust promotion mecha-
nism (50, 55), wherein
the control device (80) is configured to operate
the exhaust promotion mechanism (50, 55) in at
least a partial time period of a time period from
when it is demanded that the mechanical com-
pression ratio be raised to when the mechanical
compression ratio finishes being changed.

2. The variable compression ratio internal combustion
engine (1, 1’) according to claim 1, wherein the var-
iable compression ratio mechanism (6) is a variable
length connecting rod (6) comprising
a connecting rod body (31) provided with a crank
receiving opening (41) receiving a crank pin (43) and
an effective length changing member (32) provided
with a piston pin receiving opening (32d) receiving
a piston pin (42) and attached to the connecting rod
body (31) to be able to move so as to change a length
between a center of the piston pin receiving opening
(32d) and a center of the crank receiving opening
(41).

3. The variable compression ratio internal combustion
engine (1, 1’) according to claim 2, wherein the con-
trol device (80) is configured not to operate the ex-
haust promotion mechanism (50, 55) when an en-
gine speed is a predetermined reference speed or
more.

4. The variable compression ratio internal combustion
engine (1, 1’) according to any one of claims 1 to 3,
wherein the control device (80) is configured not to
operate the exhaust promotion mechanism (50, 55)
when an engine load is a predetermined threshold
value or less.

5. The variable compression ratio internal combustion
engine (1, 1’) according to any one of claims 1 to 4,
further comprising a detector (90) detecting the me-
chanical compression ratio finishing being changed,
wherein
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the control device (80) is configured to operate the
exhaust promotion mechanism (50, 55) from when
it is demanded that the mechanical compression ra-
tio be raised to when the detector (90) detects the
mechanical compression ratio finishing being
changed.
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