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(54) WEARABLE DISPLAY DEVICE

(57) A wearable display device (100) includes a dis-
play unit (110) configured to transmit an image, a first
housing (120) having a first end connected to the display
unit, a second housing (130) having a first end disposed

opposite to the first end of the first housing, and a sliding
unit (140) configured to slidably connect the first housing
and the second housing to each other.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] Exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion relate generally to a wearable display device, and
more particularly, to a wearable display device that may
be attached to a body part such as a head, an arm, or a
leg.

DISCUSSION OF THE RELATED ART

[0002] A display device is a device that displays an
image. With recent developments in display device tech-
nology, the field of use of display devices has increased
to include, for example, a wearable display device such
as a smartwatch and a head-mounted display (HMD), as
well as a portable mobile communication terminal such
as, for example, a smartphone, a tablet PC, and a PDA.
A wearable display device may utilize artificial reality (AR)
and may be substituted for traditional glasses. An exam-
ple of such a device is GOOGLE GLASS.

SUMMARY

[0003] Exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion provide a wearable display device which is compat-
ible with various portable terminals (e.g., smartphones)
such that the wearable display device may be charged
or may transfer data without requiring a separate charg-
ing dock or a separate data storage device, thereby im-
proving portability and compatibility.
[0004] According to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, a wearable display device includes a
display unit configured to transmit an image, a first hous-
ing having a first end connected to the display unit, a
second housing having a first end disposed opposite to
the first end of the first housing, and a sliding unit con-
figured to slidably connect the first housing and the sec-
ond housing to each other.
[0005] In an exemplary embodiment, the wearable dis-
play device further includes a cover coupled to the first
housing and configured to slide along an outer portion of
the first housing to cover at least a part of the display unit.
[0006] In an exemplary embodiment, the wearable dis-
play device further includes two or more first recessed
portions formed in one surface of the first housing.
[0007] In an exemplary embodiment, the wearable dis-
play device further includes a first rotational articulation
member rotatably coupled to a second end of the first
housing.
[0008] In an exemplary embodiment, the first rotational
articulation member includes a first hinge rotatably cou-
pled to the second end of the first housing, a first ball
hingedly coupled to the first hinge, and a first socket in-
cluding a U-shaped fitting groove shaped and dimen-
sioned to receive the first ball.
[0009] In an exemplary embodiment, the wearable dis-

play device further includes a third housing connected to
the first rotational articulation member.
[0010] In an exemplary embodiment, the third housing
includes a first contact terminal hingedly and rotatably
coupled to one surface of the third housing.
[0011] In an exemplary embodiment, the wearable dis-
play device further includes two or more second recessed
portions formed in one surface of the second housing.
[0012] In an exemplary embodiment, the wearable dis-
play device further includes a second rotational articula-
tion member rotatably coupled to a second end of the
second housing.
[0013] In an exemplary embodiment, the second rota-
tional articulation member includes a second hinge ro-
tatably coupled to the second end of the second housing,
a second ball hingedly coupled to the second hinge, and
a second socket including a U-shaped fitting groove
shaped and dimensioned to receive the second ball.
[0014] In an exemplary embodiment, the wearable dis-
play device further includes a fourth housing connected
to the second rotational articulation member.
[0015] In an exemplary embodiment, the fourth hous-
ing includes a second contact terminal hingedly and ro-
tatably coupled to one surface of the fourth housing.
[0016] In an exemplary embodiment, the sliding unit
includes a first frame disposed at the first end of the first
housing and extending toward the first end of the second
housing, a second frame disposed at the first end of the
second housing and extending toward the first end of the
first housing, and a stopper block configured to receive
the first frame and the second frame. The first frame and
the second frame penetrate the stopper block.
[0017] In an exemplary embodiment, the sliding unit
further includes a first wire member extending from the
stopper block toward the first frame in a first direction in
which the first frame extends, and a second wire member
extending from the stopper block in a second direction
in which the second frame extends.
[0018] In an exemplary embodiment, the wearable dis-
play device further includes an accommodating groove
formed in the first end of the second housing and shaped
and dimensioned to receive the stopper block.
[0019] The wearable display device according to ex-
emplary embodiments of the present invention may be
attached to a body part such as a head, an arm, or a leg,
and may be fixed to a mobile communication terminal
(e.g., a smartphone) or the like when the wearable display
device is not attached to the body of the user. As a result,
the wearable display device may be conveniently carried
and stored. In addition, the wearable display device may
be electrically connected with the mobile communication
terminal. As a result, even though a separate charging
dock or a separate data storage device may not be pro-
vided or available, the display device may be charged
via the mobile communication terminal (or vice versa),
and data may be exchanged between the mobile com-
munication terminal and the wearable display device.
Thus, the wearable display device according to exem-
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plary embodiments of the present invention provides a
high degree of portability and compatibility.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0020] The above and other features of the present
invention will become more apparent by describing in
detail exemplary embodiments thereof with reference to
the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a view illustrating a wearable display device
according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 2 is an enlarged view of a display unit of the
wearable display device shown in FIG. 1 according
to an exemplary embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 3 is a view illustrating the wearable display de-
vice according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention connected to a portable terminal.
FIGs. 4 and 5 are views schematically illustrating a
rotational motion of a first rotational articulation
member of the wearable display device according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 6 is a view schematically illustrating a sliding
operation of a sliding unit of the wearable display
device according to an exemplary embodiment of
the present invention.
FIG. 7 is a view schematically illustrating the rota-
tional motion of a first contact terminal of the wear-
able display device according to an exemplary em-
bodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 8 is a view illustrating an appearance in which
the first contact terminal of the wearable display de-
vice is electrically connected to the portable terminal
according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.
FIG. 9 is a view illustrating an exemplary embodi-
ment of the wearable display device being worn on
a user’s head.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EXEMPLARY EM-
BODIMENTS

[0021] Exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described more fully hereinafter with reference
to the accompanying drawings. Like reference numerals
may refer to like elements throughout the accompanying
drawings.
[0022] Spatially relative terms, such as "beneath", "be-
low", "lower", "under", "above", "upper" and the like, may
be used herein for ease of description to describe one
element or feature’s relationship to another element(s)
or feature(s) as illustrated in the figures. It will be under-
stood that the spatially relative terms are intended to en-
compass different orientations of the device in use or
operation in addition to the orientation depicted in the
figures. For example, if the device in the figures is turned

over, elements described as "below" or "beneath" or "un-
der" other elements or features would then be oriented
"above" the other elements or features. Thus, the exem-
plary terms "below" and "under" can encompass both an
orientation of above and below. In addition, it will be un-
derstood that when an element is referred to as being
"on", "connected to", "coupled to", or "adjacent to" anoth-
er element, it can be directly on, connected, coupled, or
adjacent to the other element, or intervening elements
may be present. It will also be understood that when an
element is referred to as being "between" two elements,
it can be the only element between the two elements, or
one or more intervening elements may also be present.
[0023] It will also be understood that the terms "first,"
"second," "third," etc. are used herein to distinguish one
element from another, and the elements are not limited
by these terms. Thus, a "first" element in an exemplary
embodiment may be described as a "second" element in
another exemplary embodiment.
[0024] FIG. 1 is a view illustrating a wearable display
device according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.
[0025] A wearable display device 100 according to an
exemplary embodiment may be attached to a human
body. For example, the wearable display device 100 may
be attached to various portions of a human body such
as a head, an arm, or a leg. In a case in which the wear-
able display device 100 is attached to a user’s head, the
wearable display device 100 may be adjusted to transmit
images directly to the eyes of a user. In a case in which
the wearable display device 100 is attached to a user’s
arm or leg, the wearable display device 100 may be ad-
justed to project images onto a predetermined external
space (e.g., a projector screen, a wall, etc.).
[0026] Referring to FIG. 1, the wearable display device
100 according to an exemplary embodiment includes a
display unit 110, a first housing 120, a second housing
130, a sliding unit 140, a third housing 150, and a fourth
housing 160.
[0027] The display unit 110 may include two or more
lenses and two or more optical systems, and may trans-
mit images to the eyes of the user or project images onto
a predetermined external space using the lenses and the
optical systems. The display unit 110 may be made of a
transparent material to project images. In a case in which
the wearable display device 100 illustrated in FIG. 1 is
attached to a user’s head, the wearable display device
100 may be used as glasses. When used as glasses, the
display unit 110 of the wearable display device 100 is
spaced apart from a front side of the eyes of the user in
a y-axis direction and is disposed in parallel with the front
side of the eyes of the user. The wearable display device
100 may also be used as a wrist watch (e.g., a smart-
watch) by being attached to a wrist so that the display
unit 110 is positioned near the back of the user’s hand.
[0028] Although the wearable display unit 110 shown
in FIG. 1 has a hexahedral shape, exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention are not limited thereto.
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For example, according to exemplary embodiments, the
wearable display unit 110 may have various shapes such
as a spherical shape, a circular shape, etc., in accord-
ance with the purpose of the wearable display device 100
and the area in which the wearable display device 100
is to be attached.
[0029] A first end (e.g., a front end) of the first housing
120 may be connected to the display unit 110. The first
housing 120 includes a hollow space formed therein, and
a circuit unit that transmits an image signal to the display
unit 110 may be positioned in the hollow space of the
first housing 120. In exemplary embodiments, the hollow
space and the circuit unit may be disposed on a different
portion of the wearable display device 100. As illustrated
in FIG. 1, the first housing 120 is formed in an L shape,
and may serve as an arm of the glasses which comes
into contact with an upper portion of a user’s temple when
the user wears the wearable display device 100 on his
or her head. The first housing 120 may be made of a
flexible material so that the first housing 120 may be
wound around a wrist, an ankle, etc.
[0030] FIG. 2 is an enlarged view of the display unit of
the wearable display device shown in FIG. 1 according
to an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
[0031] Referring to FIGs. 1 and 2, a cover 121 is slid-
ably coupled to an outer portion of the first housing 120
in an area adjacent to the display unit 110. As illustrated
in FIG. 2, the cover 121 may slide along the first housing
120 in a direction corresponding to the arrows in FIG. 2,
and may cover at least a part of an outer portion of the
display unit 110. In an exemplary embodiment, the cover
121 is a U-shaped structure, and may cover and protect
multiple surfaces. For example, the cover 121 may cover
and protect a z-axis directional surface and a y-axis di-
rectional surface of the display unit 110 as shown in FIG.
1. However, exemplary embodiments are not limited
thereto. For example, in exemplary embodiments, the
shape of the cover 121 and a range of movement that
the cover 121 is capable of are not limited thereto. That
is, the cover 121 may have various sizes and shapes in
accordance with the purpose, use environment, etc. of
the wearable display device 100. By virtue of the cover
121, the display unit 110 may be prevented from being
damaged due to, for example, weather (e.g., snow or
rain), or due to inflow of external foreign substances such
as, for example, sweat or dust when the user uses the
wearable display device 100 outdoors.
[0032] First recessed portions 122 are formed within
regions at which the first housing 120 comes into contact
with the user when the user wears the wearable display
device 100. As shown in FIG. 1, the first recessed por-
tions 122 may be formed in an x-axis directional surface
of the first housing 120. The number of first recessed
portions 122 may be two or more, and the first recessed
portions 122 may extend along the y-axis direction of
FIG. 1. In exemplary embodiments, the first recessed
portions 122 are formed only in one surface of the first
housing 120. For example, as shown in FIG. 1, the first

recessed portions 122 are formed only in a lateral side
of the first housing 120 and not in an upper side of the
first housing 120 that extends from the lateral side (e.g.,
the upper side refers to the side of the first housing 120
at which the display unit 110 and cover 121 are disposed).
[0033] FIG. 3 is a view illustrating the wearable display
device according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention connected to a portable terminal.
[0034] Referring to FIG. 3, when connected to each
other, the wearable display device 100 may surround a
first side (e.g., an upper side), a first lateral side, and a
second lateral side of a general portable terminal 10. The
lateral sides extend from and are adjacent to the upper
side, and the lateral sides face each other, as shown in
FIG. 3. The portable terminal 10 may be, for example, a
mobile electronic device such as a smartphone. Howev-
er, the portable terminal 10 is not limited thereto.
[0035] As illustrated in FIG. 3, in a case in which two
or more protruding portions 11 (e.g., lugs) are formed on
both lateral sides of the portable terminal 10, the protrud-
ing portions 11 are inserted into the first recessed por-
tions 122, respectively, such that the portable terminal
10 and the wearable display device 100 are attached to
each other. As described above, the wearable display
device 100 may be attached to the portable terminal 10
when the wearable display device 100 is not attached to
the body of the user, allowing the wearable display device
100 to be conveniently stored and carried when the user
is not wearing the wearable display device 100.
[0036] FIGs. 4 and 5 are views schematically illustrat-
ing a rotational motion of a first rotational articulation
member of the wearable display device according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
[0037] Hereinafter, a configuration and a rotational mo-
tion of the first rotational articulation member of the wear-
able display device according to an exemplary embodi-
ment will be described with reference to FIGs. 4 and 5.
[0038] A first rotational articulation member 123 is a
structure that is coupled to an end of the first housing
120 that is opposite the end nearest the display unit 110
and the cover 121. For example, the display unit 110 and
the cover 121 may be described herein as being disposed
at a first/front end of the first housing 120, and the first
rotational articulation member 123 may be described
herein as being disposed at an opposing second/rear
end of the first housing 120. Hereinafter, the terms
first/front end and second/rear end may be used in this
context when describing the first housing 120. The first
rotational articulation member 123 is rotatably fixed to
the first housing 120. In an exemplary embodiment, the
first rotational articulation member 123 includes a first
ball 123a, a first socket 123b, a first hinge 123c, and a
first bearing 123d. The first rotational articulation member
123 may perform two or more different and complex ro-
tational motions.
[0039] As illustrated in FIG. 4, a fitting groove shaped
and dimensioned to receive the first ball 123a therein is
formed in a surface of the first socket 123b that is in con-
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tact with the first ball 123a. As illustrated in FIG. 5, the
surface of the first socket 123b that is opposite to the
surface in which the fitting groove is formed is connected
to the third housing 150. The fitting groove of the first
socket 123b may be formed in a U shape such that the
first ball 123a may be smoothly fitted into the fitting
groove, and such that the first ball 123a fitted into the
fitting groove is not pulled out from the first socket 123b
once inserted.
[0040] The first ball 123a and the first socket 123b are
coupled to each other as described above. As a result,
the first ball 123a may be rotated along multiple axes.
For example, as shown in FIG. 5, the first ball 123a may
be rotated in an up and down direction or in a left and
right direction.
[0041] The first hinge 123c may be rotatably coupled
to the rear end of the first housing 120. As illustrated in
FIG. 4, the first hinge 123c may be rotated about a center
rotation axis, which is defined as a direction in which the
first housing 120 and the first hinge 123c are coupled to
each other. The first hinge 123c is hingedly coupled to
the first ball 123a such that the first ball 123a and the first
socket 123b may be simultaneously and hingedly rotat-
ed, as indicated by the elements drawn with dotted lines
in FIG. 4 and by the arrow pointing to each position of
the first socket 123b in FIG. 4.
[0042] The first bearing 123d is disposed between the
rear end of the first housing 120 and the first hinge 123c.
The first bearing 123d supports the loads of the first hinge
123c and the first housing 120, and allows the first hinge
123c to be rotated about the center rotation axis that is
defined as the direction in which the first housing 120
and the first hinge 123c are coupled to each other.
[0043] As described above, according to exemplary
embodiments of the present invention, the first rotational
articulation member 123 of the wearable display device
100 is configured to simultaneously perform the rotation
(e.g., a first rotation) that is performed by the configura-
tion in which the first ball 123a and the first socket 123b
are coupled to each other, the rotation (e.g., a second
rotation) that is performed by the configuration in which
the first hinge 123c and the first ball 123a are hingedly
coupled to each other, and the rotation (e.g., a third ro-
tation) of the first hinge 123c by the first bearing 123d.
The effect of the complex rotational motion of the first
rotational articulation member 123 will be further de-
scribed with reference to the configurations of the third
housing 150 and the fourth housing 160.
[0044] Hereinafter, a configuration of the second hous-
ing 130 of the wearable display device according to an
exemplary embodiment will be described with reference
to FIGs. 1 and 3 and the aforementioned configuration
of the first housing 120.
[0045] As illustrated in FIG. 1, one end of the second
housing 130 may be disposed opposite to the front end
of the first housing 120. This end may be referred to here-
inafter as the front end of the second housing 130. The
second housing 130 is formed in an L shape that corre-

sponds to the shape of the first housing 120, and may
serve as an arm of the glasses which comes into contact
with an upper portion of a user’s temple when the user
wears the wearable display device 100 on his or her head.
That is, as can be seen from FIG. 1, when a user wears
the wearable display device 100 on his or her head, the
first housing 120 comes into contact with an upper portion
of the user’s right temple, and the second housing 130
comes into contact with an upper portion of the user’s
left temple. Similar to the first housing 120, the second
housing 130 includes a hollow space formed therein, and
a circuit unit and a communication module may be dis-
posed in the second housing 130 to allow for the ex-
change of data with the first housing 120. In an exemplary
embodiment, a communication module may be disposed
in the second housing 130.
[0046] According to exemplary embodiments, at least
one circuit unit of the circuit units of the first housing 120
and the second housing 130 may be operatively coupled
to at least one of a variety of elements including, for ex-
ample, an image capturing module, a heart rate meas-
uring module, a gravity sensor, a position sensor, etc.
[0047] The second housing 130 includes an accom-
modating groove 131 and second recessed portions 132.
[0048] The accommodating groove 131 is formed in
one surface of the second housing 130 and is shaped
and dimensioned to receive a stopper block 143 of the
sliding unit 140 that connects the first housing 120 and
the second housing 130 to each other. Therefore, as il-
lustrated in FIG. 3, when the wearable display device 100
is not attached to the body of the user, the wearable dis-
play device 100 may be fixed to the portable terminal 10
by sliding the sliding unit 140 to decrease the distance
between the first housing 120 and the second housing
130.
[0049] The second recessed portions 132 are formed
within regions at which the second housing 130 comes
into contact with the user when the user wears the wear-
able display device 100. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the sec-
ond recessed portions 132 may be formed in a surface
of the second housing 130 which faces the surface of the
first housing 120 that includes the first recessed portions
122. Similar to the first recessed portions 122, the second
recessed portions 132 may be formed in an x-axis direc-
tional surface of the second housing 130, the number of
second recessed portions 132 may be two or more, and
the second recessed portions 132 may extend along the
y-axis direction of FIG. 1. As illustrated in FIG. 3, the two
or more protruding portions 11 formed on the portable
terminal 10 may be fitted into the second recessed por-
tions 132, respectively, such that the portable terminal
10 and the wearable display device 100 may be attached
to each other. As described above, when the wearable
display device 100 is not attached to the body of the user,
both lateral sides of the wearable display device 100 may
be attached to the lateral sides of the portable terminal
10 in a balanced manner, such that when the user does
not wear the wearable display device 100, the wearable
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display device 100 may be conveniently stored and car-
ried.
[0050] Hereinafter, a second rotational articulation
member will be described with reference to FIG. 1, where-
by reference is also made to FIGs. 4 and 5 and the afore-
mentioned configuration of the first rotational articulation
member 123.
[0051] A second rotational articulation member 133 is
a structure that is coupled to an end of the second housing
130 that is opposite to the front end of the second housing
130. Hereinafter, this end may be referred to as the rear
end of the second housing 130. The second rotational
articulation member 130 is rotatably fixed to the second
housing 130. The second rotational articulation member
133 includes a second ball 133a, a second socket 133b,
a second hinge 133c, and a second bearing 133d. The
detailed configuration and functionality of the second ro-
tational articulation member 133, including the rotational
motion of the second rotational articulation member 133,
are the same as that of the aforementioned first rotational
articulation member 123.
[0052] For example, a fitting groove into which the sec-
ond ball 133a is fitted is formed in a surface of the second
socket 133b of the second rotational articulation member
133, the surface of the second socket 133b that is oppo-
site to the surface in which the fitting groove is formed is
connected to the fourth housing 160, the second hinge
133c is rotatably coupled to the other end of the second
housing 130 and hingedly coupled to the second ball
133a, and the second bearing 133d is disposed between
the other end of the second housing 130 and the second
hinge 133c.
[0053] Thus, according to exemplary embodiments of
the present invention, the second rotational articulation
member 133 of the wearable display device 100 is con-
figured to simultaneously perform the rotation (e.g., a first
rotation) that is performed by the configuration in which
the second ball 133a and the second socket 133b are
coupled to each other, the rotation (e.g., a second rota-
tion) that is performed by the configuration in which the
second hinge 133c and the second ball 133a are hingedly
coupled to each other, and the rotation (e.g., a third ro-
tation) of the second hinge 133c by the second bearing
133d.
[0054] FIG. 6 is a view schematically illustrating a slid-
ing operation of the sliding unit of the wearable display
device according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.
[0055] Hereinafter, the sliding unit 140 of the wearable
display device 100 according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention will be described with ref-
erence to FIGs. 1 and 6.
[0056] The sliding unit 140 may connect one end of
the first housing 120 and one end of the second housing
130 to each other. For example, the sliding unit 140 may
connect a portion of the front end of the first housing 120
to a portion of the front end of the second housing 130.
The sliding unit 140 includes a first frame 141, a second

frame 142, a stopper block 143, and a pair of wire mem-
bers 144. As illustrated in FIG. 6, the sliding unit 140 is
slidably connected such that the distance between the
first housing 120 and the second housing 130 may be
adjusted. The amount of the adjustment (e.g., the dis-
tance between the first housing 120 and the second hous-
ing 130) may be varied according to a user’s body size
and according to the size of the portable terminal 10. That
is, the sliding unit 140 may be adjusted such that the
wearable display device 100 may be fixed to the portable
terminal 10 and then stored when the wearable display
device 100 is not attached to the user’s body (see FIG. 3).
[0057] At least a part of the first frame 141 is accom-
modated within the first housing 120 while being directed
toward one end of the first housing 120, and may extend
toward the second housing 130, as shown in FIG. 1. For
example, at least a part of the first frame 141 may be
accommodated within the front end of the first housing
120, as shown in FIG. 1. As illustrated in FIG. 6, the first
frame 141 may slide from the first housing 120 toward
the second housing 130.
[0058] At least a part of the second frame 142 is ac-
commodated within the second housing 130 while being
directed toward one end of the second housing 130, and
may extend toward the first housing 120, as shown in
FIG. 1. For example, at least a part of the second frame
142 may be accommodated within the front end of the
second housing 130, as shown in FIG. 1. Thus, the sec-
ond frame 142 may slide from the second housing 130
toward the first housing 120 in a direction opposite to the
direction in which the first frame 141 slides.
[0059] The stopper block 143 receives the first frame
141 and the second frame 142, and the first frame 141
and the second frame 142 penetrate the stopper block
143. The stopper block 143 may restrict the sliding op-
erations of the first frame 141 and the second frame 142
to prevent the first frame 141 and the second frame 142
from deviating from their respective sliding tracks. In an
exemplary embodiment, both ends of the first frame 141
and both ends of the second frame 142 are formed to
have a larger external diameter than a through-hole of
the stopper block 143, such that the first frame 141 and
the second frame 142 may move while maintaining the
sliding tracks illustrated in FIG. 6 without being removed
from the stopper block 143.
[0060] When the user wears the wearable display de-
vice 100 on his or her head, the first frame 141, the sec-
ond frame 142, and the stopper block 143 may serve as
a bridge of the glasses which connects the first housing
120 and the second housing 130 to each other.
[0061] The pair of wires 144 may be formed to extend
from the stopper block 143 in a direction in which the first
frame 141 extends and in a direction in which the second
frame 142 extends, respectively. As illustrated in FIG. 6,
the pair of wires 144 may be connected with an end of
the first frame 141 and an end of the second frame 142,
respectively. The first wire that is connected to the first
frame 141 extends toward the first housing 120, and the
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second wire that is connected to the second frame 142
extends toward the second housing 130.
[0062] As indicated by the elements drawn with dotted
lines in FIG. 6 and by the arrows pointing to and from the
pair of wires 144 in FIG. 6, the pair of wires 144 may be
spread together with the first frame 141 and the second
frame 142 as the distance between the first housing 120
and the second housing 130 becomes larger, and may
be accommodated in the first housing 120 and the second
housing 130 together with the first frame 141 and the
second frame 142 as the distance between the first hous-
ing 120 and the second housing 130 becomes smaller.
[0063] The pair of wires 144 may be flexibly bent by
external force in the directions of the arrows from posi-
tions drawn with dotted lines as illustrated in FIG. 6. Ac-
cordingly, the pair of wires 144 may be made of a material
that may maintain a deformed shape thereof. That is, the
pair of wires 144 may be spread together with the first
frame 141 and the second frame 142, and may be flexibly
bent such that the pair of wires 144 may serve as a nose
pad of the glasses when the user wears the wearable
display device 100 on his or her head.
[0064] FIG. 7 is a view schematically illustrating the
rotational motion of a first contact terminal of the wearable
display device according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention. FIG. 8 is a view illustrating the
first contact terminal of the wearable display device elec-
trically connected to the portable terminal according to
an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
[0065] Hereinafter, the configurations of the third hous-
ing 150 and the fourth housing 160 according to an ex-
emplary embodiment will be described with reference to
FIGs. 1, 7 and 8.
[0066] The third housing 150 may be connected to the
first socket 123b, and the fourth housing 160 may be
connected to the second socket 133b. The third housing
150 and the fourth housing 160 are structures that have
a bar shape and correspond to each other. At least one
of the third housing 150 and the fourth housing 160 in-
cludes a hollow space into which a battery pack for sup-
plying power to the circuit unit(s) may be disposed.
[0067] A first contact terminal 151 may be accommo-
dated in one surface of the third housing 150. The first
contact terminal 151 may be hingedly and rotatably cou-
pled to one surface of the third housing 150, as illustrated
in FIG. 7. A second contact terminal 161, which corre-
sponds to the fourth housing 160, may be hingedly and
rotatably coupled to one surface of the fourth housing
160, as illustrated in FIG. 1.
[0068] When the wearable display device 100 is at-
tached to the portable terminal 10, at least one of the first
contact terminal 151 and the second contact terminal 161
may be inserted into a charging socket positioned at a
lower end of the portable terminal 10, and may electrically
connect the portable terminal 10 and the wearable dis-
play device 100. As illustrated in FIG. 8, in an exemplary
embodiment, the first contact terminal 151 is electrically
connected to the portable terminal 10. However, it is to

be understood that this configuration is an exemplary em-
bodiment, and the portable terminal 10 may be electri-
cally connected to any one of the first contact terminal
151 and the second contact terminal 161 in accordance
with a position of a charging socket of the portable ter-
minal 10, a position at which the battery of the wearable
display device 100 is installed, etc.
[0069] As described above, the wearable display de-
vice 100 is electrically connected to the portable terminal
10 using the first and second contact terminals 151 and
161, thereby controlling any one of the wearable display
device 100 and the portable terminal 10 to be charged
with electricity (e.g., via the other attached device), and
controlling the portable terminal 10 and the wearable dis-
play device 100 to exchange data.
[0070] According to exemplary embodiments of the
present invention, the wearable display device 100 may
be physically coupled to only the lateral sides of the port-
able terminal 10 via the first and second recessed por-
tions 122 and 132 disposed on the lateral sides of the
wearable display device 100 (e.g., the upper side of the
wearable display device 100 extending between the two
lateral sides is not physically coupled to the upper side
of the portable terminal 10). The wearable display device
100 may be electrically connected to the portable termi-
nal 10 through the first and second contact terminals 151
and 161. As a result, even though a separate charging
dock or a separate data storage device may not be pro-
vided or available, the wearable display device 100 may
be charged through the portable terminal 10, and data
may be exchanged between the portable terminal 10 and
the wearable display device 100 when the wearable dis-
play device 100 is not attached to the body of the user.
[0071] FIG. 9 is a view illustrating an exemplary em-
bodiment of the wearable display device being worn on
a user’s head.
[0072] Hereinafter, various changes in the position of
the third and fourth housings 150 and 160 of the wearable
display device 100 according to exemplary embodiments
will be described with reference to FIGs. 1 to 9.
[0073] As illustrated in FIG. 1, according to an exem-
plary embodiment, both the third and fourth housings 150
and 160 of the wearable display device 100 may be dis-
posed in parallel with the y-axis direction.
[0074] When the wearable display device 100 is at-
tached to the portable terminal 10, the third and fourth
housings 150 and 160 may be hingedly rotated via the
first and second hinges 123c and 133c such that they
surround a lower side of the portable terminal 10, as il-
lustrated in FIG. 8.
[0075] As illustrated in FIG. 9, when the user wears
the wearable display device 100 on his or her head, the
wearable display unit 110 is disposed such that it is
spaced apart from the user’s eyes, the first housing 120
comes into contact with the user’s right temple and ex-
tends to an upper portion of the user’s right ear, the sec-
ond housing 130 comes into contact with the user’s left
temple and extends to an upper portion of the user’s left

11 12 



EP 3 051 328 A2

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ear, and the pair of wires 144 is positioned to rest on the
user’s nose. In this case, the third and fourth housings
150 and 160 may be rotated by the first and second ro-
tational articulation members 123 and 133, respectively,
such that the third and fourth housings 150 and 160 may
be disposed to surround rear portions of the user’s left
and right ears, respectively. That is, the third and fourth
housings 150 and 160 may serve as a tip of the glasses.
[0076] It is to be understood that exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention are not limited to the afore-
mentioned configurations. For example, in a case in
which the wearable display device 100 is attached to a
user’s wrist, the display unit 110 may be disposed on a
back of the user’s hand, the first and second housings
120 and 130 may come into contact with both lateral sur-
faces of the user’s wrist, and the third and fourth housings
150 and 160 may be disposed to surround a lower side
of the user’s wrist. That is, in order to keep the wearable
display device 100 securely attached to the user’s wrist,
the first to fourth housings may serve as a band of a wrist
watch that is formed to surround an outer circumference
of the user’s wrist.
[0077] As described above, according to exemplary
embodiments of the present invention, the positions of
the third and fourth housings 150 and 160 of the wearable
display device 100 may be variously changed through
the complex rotational motions permitted by the first and
second rotational articulation members 123 and 133,
such that the wearable display device 100 may be at-
tached to various portions of a user’s body such as, for
example, the user’s head, arm, or leg. When the wearable
display device 100 is not attached to the body of the user,
the first and/or second contact terminals 151 and 161
may be inserted into the charging socket of the portable
terminal 10 such that the portable terminal 10 or the wear-
able display device 100 may be charged (e.g., via the
other attached device), or such that data exchange may
be performed.
[0078] As described above, the wearable display de-
vice 100 according to exemplary embodiments of the
present invention may be attached to portions of a user’s
body such as, for example, the user’s head, arm, or leg,
and may be fixed to a portable mobile communication
terminal 10 (e.g., a smartphone) or the like when the
wearable display device 100 is not attached to the body
of the user, allowing the wearable display device 100 to
be conveniently carried and stored when not worn by the
user. Further, the wearable display device 100 is electri-
cally connected to the portable terminal 10. As a result,
even though a separate charging dock or a separate data
storage device may not be provided or available, the
wearable display device 100 may be charged via the port-
able terminal 10 (or vice versa) and may exchange data
with the portable terminal 10. That is, exemplary embod-
iments of the present invention allow the user to consist-
ently use the wearable display device 100 without having
to connect the wearable display device 100 to a separate
proprietary charging dock or data storage device to

charge the wearable display device 100 or exchange da-
ta between the wearable display device 100 and the port-
able terminal 10. Thus, since the user is not required to
carry a separate charging dock or data storage device
to use with the wearable display device 100, exemplary
embodiments of the present invention provide a wearable
display device 100 that has a high degree of portability
and compatibility.
[0079] While the present invention has been particu-
larly shown and described with reference to the exem-
plary embodiments thereof, it is to be understood by
those of ordinary skill in the art that various changes in
form and detail may be made therein without departing
from the scope of the present invention as defined by the
following claims.

Claims

1. A wearable display device (100), comprising:

a display unit (110) configured to transmit an
image;
a first housing (120) having a first end connected
to the display unit (110);
a second housing (130) having a first end dis-
posed opposite to the first end of the first housing
(120); and
a sliding unit (140) configured to slidably connect
the first housing (120) and the second housing
(130) to each other.

2. The wearable display device (100) of claim 1, further
comprising:

a cover (121) coupled to the first housing (120)
and configured to slide along an outer portion of
the first housing (120) to cover (121) at least a
part of the display unit (110).

3. The wearable display device (100) of one of claims
1 or 2, further comprising:

two or more first recessed portions (122) formed
in one surface of the first housing (120).

4. The wearable display device (100) of one of claims
1 to 3, further comprising:

a first rotational articulation member (123) rotat-
ably coupled to a second end of the first housing
(120).

5. The wearable display device (100) of claim 4, where-
in the first rotational articulation member (123) com-
prises:

a first hinge (123c) rotatably coupled to the sec-
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ond end of the first housing (120);
a first ball (123a) hingedly coupled to the first
hinge (123c); and
a first socket (123b) comprising a U-shaped fit-
ting groove shaped and dimensioned to receive
the first ball (123a).

6. The wearable display device (100) of one of claims
4 or 5, further comprising:

a third housing (150) connected to the first rota-
tional articulation member (123).

7. The wearable display device (100) of claim 6, where-
in the third housing (150) comprises:

a first contact terminal (151) hingedly and rotat-
ably coupled to one surface of the third housing
(150).

8. The wearable display device (100) of one of claims
1 to 7, further comprising:

two or more second recessed (132) portions
formed in one surface of the second housing
(130).

9. The wearable display device (100) of one of claims
1 to 8, further comprising:

a second rotational articulation member (133)
rotatably coupled to a second end of the second
housing (130).

10. The wearable display device (100) of claim 9, where-
in the second rotational articulation member (133)
comprises:

a second hinge (133c) rotatably coupled to the
second end of the second housing (130);
a second ball (133a) hingedly coupled to the
second hinge (133c); and
a second socket (133b) comprising a U-shaped
fitting groove shaped and dimensioned to re-
ceive the second ball (133a).

11. The wearable display device (100) of one of claims
9 or 10, further comprising:

a fourth housing (160) connected to the second
rotational articulation member (133).

12. The wearable display device (100) of claim 11,
wherein the fourth housing (160) comprises:

a second contact terminal (161) hingedly and
rotatably coupled to one surface of the fourth
housing (160).

13. The wearable display device (100) of one of claims
1 to 12, wherein the sliding unit (140) comprises:

a first frame (141) disposed at the first end of
the first housing (120) and extending toward the
first end of the second housing (130);
a second frame (142) disposed at the first end
of the second housing (130) and extending to-
ward the first end of the first housing (120); and
a stopper block (143) configured to receive the
first frame (141) and the second frame (142),
wherein the first frame (141) and the second
frame (142) penetrate the stopper block (143).

14. The wearable display device (100) of claim 13,
wherein the sliding unit (140) further comprises:

a first wire member (144) extending from the
stopper block (143) toward the first frame (141)
in a first direction in which the first frame (141)
extends; and
a second wire member (144) extending from the
stopper block (143) in a second direction in
which the second frame (142) extends.

15. The wearable display device (100) of one of claims
13 or 14, further comprising:

an accommodating groove formed in the first
end of the second housing (120, 130) and
shaped and dimensioned to receive the stopper
block (143).
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