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(54) Rotary impact tool

(57) A rotary impact tool (10) includes a spindle (31)
that has a rotary axis (Ax). An anvil (61) is arranged co-
axially with the rotary axis (Ax) in front of the spindle (31).
A main hammer (41) is directly or indirectly coupled to
the spindle (31). The main hammer (41) is rotatable about
the rotary axis (Ax) and movable in the axial direction,

and the main hammer (41) is configured to engage and
strike the anvil (61) to rotate the anvil. A sub-hammer
(51) accommodates at least a portion of the main hammer
’41) and at least a portion of the spindle (31). The
sub-hammer (51) rotates integrally with the main hammer
(41). A brushless motor (20) rotates the spindle (31).
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a rotary impact
tool.
[0002] A conventional rotary impact tool in which a
main hammer and a sub-hammer strike an anvil in a ro-
tating direction to fasten a bolt or a nut is known (for
example, see Japanese Patent No. 4457170). The rotary
impact tool of Japanese Patent No. 4457170 suppresses
so-called misalignment rotation in which an axis of rota-
tion of the sub-hammer from a central axis of rotation of
a spindle. In this manner, a rotational striking force ob-
tained by the hammer is suppressed from being reduced
while vibration in the axial direction is moderated.
[0003] The conventional rotary impact tool includes a
brush motor used to rotate the hammer. However, when
the input voltage is raised to increase the output of the
rotary impact tool, the arc current becomes large. This
increases wear in the brush of the brush motor and short-
ens the motor life.
[0004] It is an object of the present invention to provide
a rotation tool that prolongs the life of the motor.
[0005] One aspect of the present disclosure is a rotary
impact tool that includes a spindle including a rotary axis,
an anvil arranged coaxially with the rotary axis in front of
the spindle, a main hammer directly or indirectly coupled
to the spindle, wherein the main hammer is rotatable
about the rotary axis and movable in the axial direction,
and the main hammer is configured to engage and strike
the anvil to rotate the anvil, a sub-hammer that accom-
modates at least a portion of the main hammer and at
least a portion of the spindle, wherein the sub-hammer
rotates integrally with the main hammer, and a brushless
motor that rotates the spindle.
[0006] Other aspects and advantages of the present
invention will become apparent from the following de-
scription, taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, illustrating by way of example the principles of
the invention.
[0007] The invention, together with objects and advan-
tages thereof, may best be understood by reference to
the following description of the presently preferred em-
bodiments together with the accompanying drawings in
which:

Fig. 1 is a partially cross-sectional view of a rotary
impact tool according to an embodiment;
Fig. 2 is an exploded perspective view of a portion
illustrated in Fig. 1;
Fig. 3 is a perspective view illustrating an engage-
ment portion located between a main hammer and
a sub-hammer that are illustrated in Fig. 1;
Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view illustrating the en-
gagement portion located between the main ham-
mer and the sub-hammer;
Figs. 5A and 5B are plan views in which the outer
circumferential surface of the spindle and the inner
circumferential surface of the main hammer, which

are illustrated in Fig. 1, are spread out in a circum-
ferential direction;
Figs. 6A to 6C are schematic diagrams in which the
outer circumferential surfaces of the main hammer
and an anvil are spread out in the circumferential
direction;
Fig. 7 is a block diagram of the rotary impact tool
illustrated in Fig. 1;
Fig. 8 is a block diagram of a drive circuit in the rotary
impact tool illustrated in Fig. 1;
Figs. 9A and 9B are diagrams illustrating signals pro-
vided to switching elements in accordance with
mode; and
Fig. 10 is a timing chart illustrating an overlap con-
duction angle control of a brushless motor.

[0008] An embodiment of a rotary impact tool will be
described below with reference to the accompanying
drawings. As illustrated in Fig. 1, a rotary impact tool 10
is used as, for example, an impact wrench, and includes
a blushless motor 20 and a power transmitting mecha-
nism 21 that are stored in a housing 11.
[0009] The housing 11 is configured of a rear housing
12 which is arranged at the rear end of the rotary impact
tool 10 and may be made of a synthetic resin and a front
housing 13 which is arranged at the front end of the rotary
impact tool 10 and may be made of aluminum.
[0010] The rear housing 12 includes a cylindrical stor-
ing unit 12a and a grip portion 12b extending downward
from the storing unit 12a to form a substantially T shape.
A trigger switch 12c that can be press-controlled with a
user is arranged on the grip portion 12b. At the lower end
of the grip portion 12b, a battery (not illustrated) serving
as a power supply of the brushless motor 20 is arranged.
[0011] The front housing 13, which may be a cylindrical
shape, accommodates a spindle 31, a main hammer 41,
a sub-hammer 51, and an anvil 61. A tool attaching unit
62 of the anvil 61 projects from an opening at the front
end of the front housing 13. The front housing 13 is fixed
to the rear housing 12 with, for example, a plurality of
screws (not illustrated).
[0012] As illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, the power trans-
mitting mechanism 21 stored in the rear housing 12 has
a sun gear 22 press-fitted on a drive shaft 20a, three
planet gears 23 meshed with the sun gear 22, and a ring
gear 24 meshed with the planet gear 23.
[0013] As illustrated in Fig. 2, the planet gears 23 are
rotatably supported by support shafts 23a each rotatably
attached to an overhang portion 32 formed at the rear of
the substantially columnar spindle 31.
[0014] As illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2, the ring gear 24
is fixed on the inner surface of the cylindrical storing unit
12a. A spacer 14 is fixed to the inner surface of a rear
part 24a of the ring gear 24.
[0015] As illustrated in Fig. 1, the spacer 14 is a disk
having a center through hole. The center through hole
includes a rear opening 14a and a front opening 14b hav-
ing different diameters. A front part 20b of the brushless
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motor 20 is fitted in the rear opening 14a on a rear side
of the spacer 14. This supports the brushless motor 20.
A bearing 15 is fitted in the front opening 14b of the front
side of the spacer 14. The spindle 31 is rotatably sup-
ported in the bearing 15.
[0016] The power transmitting mechanism 21 deceler-
ates the rotation of the brushless motor 20 in a ratio of
the number of teeth of the sun gear 22 to the number of
teeth of the ring gear 24 and increases the torque to drive
the spindle 31 at a low speed and a high torque.
[0017] As illustrated in Fig. 1, a rear end 31 a of the
spindle 31, which is formed at the rear of the overhang
portion 32, is journaled by the bearing 15.
[0018] As illustrated in Fig. 2, the overhang portion 32
of the spindle 31 is formed by two ring-like flanges that
are arranged in front of the bearing 15 and are separated
by a predetermined interval to form a gap therebetween.
The three planet gears 23 are arranged between the two
flanges of the overhang portion 32 and rotatably support-
ed on the support shaft 23a.
[0019] A substantially columnar projecting portion 33
is formed to extend in front of the overhang portion 32 of
the spindle 31. The projecting portion 33 is fitted in an
engagement hole 64 formed at the rear of the anvil 61.
[0020] The main hammer 41, which may be a steel disk
having a center through hole, is fitted on the outer pe-
riphery of the spindle 31. The main hammer 41 includes
a pair of axial projections 42 projecting from the front end
of the main hammer 41 toward the anvil 61. The main
hammer 41 is rotatable about a rotary axis Ax and is
axially movable.
[0021] A rotational striking mechanism of the rotary im-
pact tool 10 includes the spindle 31, the main hammer
41, the sub-hammer 51, and the anvil 61. The rotational
striking mechanism may further include two first cam
grooves 34 formed in the outer circumferential surface
of the spindle 31, two second cam grooves 43 formed in
the inner circumferential surface of the through hole of
the main hammer 41, two steel balls 71 sandwiched be-
tween the first cam grooves 34 and the second cam
grooves 43, and a spring 72 biasing the main hammer
41 toward the anvil 61. An operation of the rotational strik-
ing mechanism will be described below with reference to
Figs. 5A to 6C.
[0022] As illustrated in Fig. 1, the sub-hammer 51 in-
cludes a cylindrical tube surrounding the main hammer
41. The sub-hammer 51 may be a steel tubular member.
In an embodiment, the sub-hammer 51 partially accom-
modates the main hammer 41. The sub-hammer 51 may
entirely accommodate the main hammer 41. The sub-
hammer 51 rotates integrally with the main hammer 41.
[0023] The sub-hammer 51 includes a small-diameter
step 52 having a reduced outer diameter on the rear-end
side of the sub-hammer 51. A rear-end inner periphery
of the small-diameter step 52 is press-fitted in an outer
ring of a rolling bearing 81. A ring-like cover 53 is fixed
on the front-end side of the sub-hammer 51.
[0024] An integrally rotating mechanism, which is con-

figured to rotate the sub-hammer 51 integrally with the
main hammer 41, is formed between the outer circum-
ferential surface of the main hammer 41 and the inner
circumferential surface of the sub-hammer 51.
[0025] As illustrated in Fig. 2, the integrally rotating
mechanism includes at least one (for example, four) first
groove 44 formed on the outer circumferential surface of
the main hammer 41 and at least one (for example, four)
second groove 54 formed on the inner circumferential
surface of the cylindrical tube of the sub-hammer 51.
Each of the first groove 44 and the second groove 54
has a semi-circular cross section and is formed in parallel
with the rotary axis Ax of the spindle 31. The first groove
44 and the second groove 54 are configured to form a
circular hole in collaboration with each other.
[0026] From a rear end side of the sub-hammer 51, an
engagement element 74 is fitted in the hole formed by
the first groove 44 and the second groove 54. The en-
gagement element 74 is a long member and has, for ex-
ample, a substantially columnar shape.
[0027] As illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4, the engagement
element 74 includes a columnar pin 74a serving as a
core material, a cylindrical inner cover 74b covering the
outer periphery of the pin 74a, and an outer cover 74c
covering the outer periphery of the inner cover 74b. The
pin 74a is made of a metal material having relatively high
rigidity. The inner cover 74b is an elastic member made
of an elastic material such as elastomer. The outer cover
74c is configured of a metal member. The outer cover
74c is configured to have a substantially C-shaped cross
section. For this reason, the outer cover 74c has elasticity
in a radial direction. The pin 74a is an example of a long
rigid core, the inner cover 74b is an example of a first
cushion sleeve, and the outer cover 74c is an example
of a second cushion sleeve.
[0028] A C-shaped cover ring 75 having a locking func-
tion of the engagement element 74 is mounted on the
small-diameter step 52 on the rear-end-side outer pe-
riphery of the sub-hammer 51. This suppresses the en-
gagement element 74 from improperly dropping out dur-
ing the assembling operation of the rotary impact tool 10
and makes the assembling operation easy.
[0029] The engagement element 74 is fitted in the hole
formed by the first groove 44 of the main hammer 41 and
the second groove 54 of the sub-hammer 51 to make it
possible to integrally rotate the main hammer 41 and the
sub-hammer 51 about the rotary axis Ax.
[0030] The main hammer 41 is movable in a longitudi-
nal direction by using the engagement element 74 as a
guide. In Fig. 1, the engagement element 74 and the
grooves 44 and 54 are illustrated in the lower half, and
are not illustrated in the upper half.
[0031] The spring 72 and a washer 73 are interposed
between an annular recessed portion 45 formed on a
rear side of the main hammer 41 and the outer ring of
the rolling bearing 81. The spring 72 biases the main
hammer 41 toward the anvil 61.
[0032] The hammers 41 and 51 and the spring 72 in-
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tegrally rotate about the rotary axis Ax. The spring 72
has helixes that are equal in outer diameter, so that the
front end, the rear end, and the middle of the spring 72
all integrally rotate. This structure does not require a tor-
sion-preventing washer and a ball, which are required
when the rear end of the spring 72 is received by the
spindle 31. Therefore the configuration of the rotational
striking mechanism is simplified.
[0033] As illustrated in Fig. 1, the anvil 61, whhch may
be made of steel, is rotatably supported on the front hous-
ing 13 through a sliding bearing 65 which may be made
of steel or brass.
[0034] The tool attaching unit 62, which may have a
square cross section to attach a socket body for fastening
the head of a hexagon bolt or a hexagon nut, is arranged
at the front end of the anvil 61.
[0035] One pair of radial projections 66 are formed at
the rear of the anvil 61 to engage with the axial projections
42 of the main hammer 41.
[0036] As illustrated in Fig. 2, each of the radial pro-
jections 66 is formed in a fan-like shape and has an outer
circumferential surface that is in contact with the inner
circumferential surface of the front end of the cylindrical
tube of the sub-hammer 51. The pair of radial projections
66 of the anvil 61 has a function of holding a center of
rotation when the sub-hammer 51 rotates.
[0037] The radial projections 66 of the anvil 61 and the
axial projections 42 of the main hammer 41 may not be
paired (two). When the numbers of the projections 42,
66 are equal to each other, the anvil 61 and the main
hammer 41 each may have three or more projections
arranged at equal angular interval.
[0038] On the anvil 61, a ring-like flange 67 is formed
to be in contact with the pair of radial projections 66. On
the outer side of the flange 67, the ring-like cover 53 is
disposed to cover the front open end of the cylindrical
tube of the sub-hammer 51. An O ring 55 may be dis-
posed between the cover 53 and the sliding bearing 65
to prevent a gap from being formed between the cover
53 and the sub-hammer 51.
[0039] An operation of the rotary impact tool 10 accord-
ing to the embodiment will be described below.
[0040] When the brushless motor 20 rotates, the rota-
tion is decelerated by the power transmitting mechanism
21 and transmitted to the spindle 31 to rotate the spindle
31 at a predetermined rotating speed. A rotating force of
the spindle 31 is transmitted to the main hammer 41
through the steel balls 71 fitted between the first cam
grooves 34 of the spindle 31 and the second cam grooves
43 of the main hammer 41.
[0041] Fig. 5A illustrates a positional relationship be-
tween the first cam grooves 34 and the second cam
grooves 43 immediately after fastening a bolt or a nut is
started. Fig. 6A illustrates an engagement state between
the axial projections 42 of the main hammer 41 and the
radial projections 66 of the anvil 61 at the same point of
time.
[0042] As illustrated in Figs. 6A to 6C, with rotation of

the brushless motor 20 (see Fig. 1), a rotating force A is
applied to the main hammer 41 in a direction indicated
by an arrow. The spring 72 applies a biasing force B in
a straight forward direction to the main hammer 41 in a
direction indicated by an arrow. There is some gap be-
tween the main hammer 41 and the anvil 61, and the gap
is formed by a buffer member 46.
[0043] When the main hammer 41 rotates, the anvil 61
is rotated with engagement between the axial projections
42 of the main hammer 41 and the radial projections 66
of the anvil 61, and the rotating force of the main hammer
41 is transmitted to the anvil 61. With the rotation of the
anvil 61, the socket body (not illustrated) attached to the
tool attaching unit 62 of the anvil 61 rotates to give a
rotating force to the bolt or the nut, so that initial fastening
is performed.
[0044] When a load torque applied to the anvil 61 in-
creases with the progress of the fastening of the bolt or
the nut, as illustrated in Fig. 5A, the main hammer 41 is
rotated by the torque in a Y direction relative to the spindle
31.
[0045] While the steel balls 71 move along inclined sur-
faces of the first cam grooves 34 and the second cam
grooves 43 in a direction indicated by an arrow F against
the biasing force B of the spring 72, the main hammer
41 moves in an X direction.
[0046] As illustrated in Fig. 5B, when the steel balls 71
move along the inclined surfaces of the first cam grooves
34 and the second cam grooves 43, in response to this,
the main hammer 41 moves in the X direction. At this
time, as illustrated in Fig. 6B, the axial projections 42 of
the main hammer 41 are disengaged from the radial pro-
jections 66 of the anvil 61.
[0047] When the axial projections 42 of the main ham-
mer 41 are disengaged from the radial projections 66 of
the anvil 61 to release the biasing force B of the com-
pressed spring 72, the main hammer 41 advances at a
high speed in a direction opposite to the X direction while
rotating in a direction opposite to the Y direction.
[0048] As illustrated in Fig. 6C, the axial projections 42
of the main hammer 41 move along a track indicated by
an arrow G to collide with the radial projections 66 of the
anvil 61 so as to give a rotational striking force to the
anvil 61. Thereafter, with the counteraction, the axial pro-
jections 42 of the main hammer 41 move in a direction
opposite to the direction of the track G. However, finally,
the rotating force A and the biasing force B act to return
the state of the axial projections 42 to the state illustrated
in Fig. 6A.
[0049] The operations are repeated to repeatedly per-
form the rotational striking to the anvil 61.
[0050] The operation executed when the bolt or the nut
is fastened has been described above. However, at the
time of loosening a fastened bolt or nut, almost the same
operations as those performed in fastening are per-
formed by the rotational striking mechanism. In this case,
the brushless motor 20 is rotated in a direction opposite
to the direction in fastening to cause the steel balls 71 to
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move in an upper right direction along the first cam
grooves 34 illustrated in Fig. 6A, and the axial projections
42 of the main hammer 41 strike the radial projections
66 of the anvil 61 in the direction opposite to the direction
in fastening.
[0051] An operation of the sub-hammer 51 in rotational
striking will be described below in comparison with a ro-
tary impact tool having only a main hammer.
[0052] When the axial projections 42 of the main ham-
mer 41 are disengaged from the radial projections 66 of
the anvil 61, the spring 72 is released from a compressed
state, and energy accumulated in the spring 72 is dis-
charged as kinetic energies of the main hammer 41 and
the sub-hammer 51.
[0053] With the operations of the first cam grooves 34,
the second cam grooves 43, and the steel balls 71, as
indicated by the track G in Fig. 6C, the main hammer 41
advances while rotating at a high speed.
[0054] The axial projections 42 of the main hammer 41
collide with the radial projections 66 of the anvil 61 to
give rotational impact to the anvil 61. The front end sur-
face of the main hammer 41 collides with the rear end
surface of the anvil 61 to give impact in an axial direction.
[0055] Striking the anvil 61 by the main hammer 41 is
performed, for example, about 40 times per second. With
the impact given, vibrations occur in a direction orthog-
onal to the rotary axis Ax of the spindle 31 and the axial
direction of the spindle 31.
[0056] Since these vibrations fatigue an operator to de-
teriorate operating efficiency and to numb his/her hand,
the vibrations are preferably reduced as much as possi-
ble. Of the vibrations, a vibration in the axial direction of
the spindle 31 is generated mainly by impact given in the
axial direction by the main hammer 41. On the other hand,
impact given in the axial direction by the main hammer
41 does not contribute to fastening a bolt or a nut. An
intensity of impact in the axial direction by a hammer is
in proportion to the mass of the hammer, and an intensity
of rotational impact is in proportion to the moment of in-
ertia (total sum of products of the masses of parts in an
object and the squares of distances from the parts to a
rotating axis).
[0057] When a rotational striking is performed to the
anvil 61 by using one hammer, the mass of the hammer
needs to be reduced to reduce impact in the axial direc-
tion. However, since the moment of inertia decreases
when the mass of the hammer is simply reduced, the
rotational impact also decreases to weaken the rotational
striking force of the anvil 61.
[0058] To address the above problems, the rotary im-
pact tool 10 according to the embodiment includes the
sub-hammer 51 which is separated from the main ham-
mer 41 fitted on the spindle 31. The sub-hammer 51 ro-
tates integrally with the main hammer 41 but does not
move in the axial direction of the spindle 31.
[0059] For example, the total mass of the main hammer
41 and the sub-hammer 51 is set almost equal to the
mass obtained in the case where only one hammer is

used, and the mass of the sub-hammer 51 is set to be
greater than the mass of the main hammer 41.
[0060] In the hammer configuration described above,
impact strength applied in the rotating direction of the
anvil 61 and caused by releasing the spring 72 from the
compressed state is in proportion to the moments of in-
ertia of the hammers, i.e., a sum of the moments of inertia
of the main hammer 41 and the sub-hammer 51. On the
other hand, the impact strength applied in the axial di-
rection by the main hammer 41 and the sub-hammer 51
is in proportion to the mass of only the main hammer 41.
Thus, mass of the sub-hammer 51 contributing only to
the rotational impact strength is made larger than the
mass of the main hammer 41 as much as possible to
make it possible to reduce the impact strength applied in
the axial direction by the main hammer 41.
[0061] Furthermore, in the embodiment, by using the
fact that the magnitude of a moment of inertia is in pro-
portion to the square of a radius of rotation, the moment
of inertia is increased. For example, since most of the
mass of the sub-hammer 51 having the cylindrical tube
is concentrated on a large-radius part, a moment of inertia
is larger than that obtained when a columnar sub-ham-
mer having its mass concentrated on a center of rotation
is employed, and an impact strength generated by the
sub-hammer increases.
[0062] Thus, when the hammers (the main hammer 41
and the sub-hammer 51) according to the embodiment,
the rotary impact tool 10 in which an impact strength ap-
plied in the rotating direction of the anvil 61 is large and
a vibration generated in the axial direction of the spindle
31 is small can be achieved.
[0063] The electrical configuration of the rotary impact
tool 10 will now be described.
[0064] Referring to Fig. 7, a rotary impact tool 10 in-
cludes a controller 100 (control circuit) that is electrically
connected to a rotation switch 101, which is used to select
the rotation direction of the brushless motor 20, the trigger
switch 12c, and a drive circuit 102. A rotation position
detector S, which is used to detect the position or angle
of the rotor of the brushless motor 20, is connected to
the controller 100. It is preferred that the rotation position
detector S be a Hall element.
[0065] As illustrated in Figs. 7 and 8, the drive circuit
102 is a known PWM inverter formed by connecting a
plurality of switching elements Sw1 to Sw6 that corre-
spond to the brushless motor 20.
[0066] As illustrated in Fig. 8, in the drive circuit 102,
three series circuits of the switching elements Sw1 and
Sw4, the switching elements Sw2 and Sw5, and the
switching elements Sw3 and Sw6 are connected in par-
allel. The upper stage side switching elements Sw1 to
Sw3 are each connected to the positive terminal of the
battery. The lower stage side switching elements Sw4 to
Sw6 are connected to the negative terminal of the battery.
Connection points 102u, 102v, and 102w of the switching
elements Sw1 to Sw6 are respectively connected to mo-
tor coils 20u, 20v, and 20w of the brushless motor 20.
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The switching elements Sw1 to Sw6 may be formed by,
for example, FETs.
[0067] Each of the switching elements Sw1 to Sw6 is
switched on and off by a motor control signal (gate on/off
signal) output from the controller 100 in accordance with
the rotation position of the brushless motor 20 sent from
the rotation position detector S. In response to the motor
control signal, the switching elements Sw1 to Sw6
change the duty ratio, which is the on/off ratio, to supply
the brushless motor 20 with three-phase drive power con-
verted from the DC voltage of the battery.
[0068] In the present embodiment, when generating
rotation with the brushless motor 20, the controller 100
of the rotary impact tool 10 provides each of the switching
elements Sw1 to Sw6 with a motor control signal corre-
sponding to modes A to F illustrated in Fig. 9A. This
switches the switching elements Sw1 to Sw6 on and off
as illustrated in Fig. 9B. When driving the brushless motor
20, the controller 100 executes commutation control to
provide a motor control signal in accordance with each
mode to each of terminals U+, U-, V+, V-, W+, and W-
connected to the gates of the switching elements Sw1 to
Sw6, which are formed by FETs. The motor control signal
undergoes PWM control to control the current flowing to
each of the motor coils 20u, 20v, and 20w and control
the rotation speed of the brushless motor 20. Modes A
to F are selected in accordance with the sensor signal
from the rotation position detector S.
[0069] The motor control of the rotary impact tool 10
in the present embodiment will now be described.
[0070] In the rotary impact tool 10 of the present em-
bodiment, the controller 100 controls the switching ele-
ments Sw1 to Sw6 of the drive circuit 102. For example,
when voltage having the same phase as the induced volt-
age is applied to the brushless motor 20, inductance com-
ponents of the motor coils 20u, 20v, and 20w retard the
phase of the coil current flowing through the motor coils
20u, 20v, and 20w. To compensate for the retardation,
for example, the controller 100 is configured to advance
the phase of the applied voltage in accordance with the
induced voltage at the motor coils 20u, 20v, and 20w so
that the phase of the coil current flowing through the mo-
tor coils 20u, 20v, and 20w advances and conforms to
the phase of the induced voltage. The angle advance-
ment control increases the output of the brushless motor
20.
[0071] The advantages of the embodiment will now be
described.

(1) The rotary impact tool 10 includes the brushless
motor 20 that rotates the spindle 31. The brushless
motor 20 is not subject to brush wear that occurs in
a brush motor. This prolongs the life of the brushless
motor 20.
(2) The rotary impact tool 10 includes the rotation
position detector S that detects the rotation position
of the brushless motor 20. This ensures detection of
the rotation position of the brushless motor 20 (rotor)

and allows for stable operation of the brushless mo-
tor 20.
(3) The controller 100 executes angle advancement
control on the brushless motor 20. This allows for an
increase in the output of the brushless motor 20.

[0072] It should be apparent to those skilled in the art
that the present invention may be embodied in many oth-
er specific forms without departing from the spirit or scope
of the invention. Particularly, it should be understood that
the present invention may be embodied in the following
forms.
[0073] The controller 100 may execute conduction an-
gle control (overlap conduction angle control) on the
brushless motor. Fig. 10 illustrates the conduction time
of the three phases (U phase, V phase, and W phase)
respectively corresponding to the motor coils 20u, 20v,
and 20w. In an overlap conduction angle control having
a conduction period that is longer than a 120° conduction,
an overlap conduction period is produced before and af-
ter commutation. This limits torque drops and further re-
duces vibration and noise.
[0074] The outer cover 74c of the engagement element
74 may be omitted.
[0075] As long as the outer cover 74c is elastic in the
radial direction, the cross-sectional shape may be
changed to one other than a C-shaped cross-section.
[0076] The present disclosure includes the embodi-
ments described below.

Embodiment 1: A rotary impact tool (10) includes a
spindle (31), an anvil (61), a main hammer (41), a
sub-hammer (51), and a brushless motor (20). The
spindle (31) includes a rotary axis (Ax). The anvil
(61) is arranged coaxially with the rotary axis (Ax) in
front of the spindle (31). The main hammer (41) is
directly or indirectly coupled to the spindle (31). The
main hammer (41) is rotatable about the rotary axis
(Ax) and movable in the axial direction, and the main
hammer is configured to engage and strike the anvil
(61) to rotate the anvil (61). The sub-hammer (51)
accommodates at least a portion of the main hammer
(41) and at least a portion of the spindle (31). The
sub-hammer (51) rotates integrally with the main
hammer (41). The brushless motor (20) rotates the
spindle (31).
Embodiment 2: The rotary impact tool (10) further
includes a rotation position detector (S) that detects
a rotation position of the brushless motor (20).
Embodiment 3: The rotary impact tool (10) further
includes a controller (100) that controls the brushless
motor (20). Preferably, the controller (100) is config-
ured to execute angle advancement control on the
brushless motor (20).
Embodiment 4: The rotary impact tool (10) further
includes a controller (100) that controls the brushless
motor (20). Preferably, the controller (100) is config-
ured to execute conduction angle on the brushless
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motor (20).
Embodiment 5: Preferably, the brushless motor (20)
includes at least one motor coil (20u, 20v, 20w), and
the angle advancement control advances a phase
of a voltage applied to the brushless motor (20) in
accordance with a phase of an induced voltage at
the at least one motor coil.
Embodiment 6: Preferably, the brushless motor (20)
includes at least one motor coil (20u, 20v, 20w), and
the conduction angle control extends a commutation
time of the motor coils to produce a commutation
overlap period before and after commutation.

[0077] The above embodiments and modified exam-
ples may be appropriately combined.
[0078] The invention is not limited to the foregoing em-
bodiments and various changes and modifications of its
components may be made without departing from the
scope of the present invention. Also, the components
disclosed in the embodiments may be assembled in any
combination for embodying the present invention. For
example, some of the components may be omitted from
all components disclosed in the embodiments. Further,
components in different embodiments may be appropri-
ately combined. The scope of the present invention and
equivalence of the present invention are to be understood
with reference to the appended claims.

Claims

1. A rotary impact tool comprising:

a spindle including a rotary axis;
an anvil arranged coaxially with the rotary axis
in front of the spindle;
a main hammer directly or indirectly coupled to
the spindle, wherein the main hammer is rotat-
able about the rotary axis and movable in the
axial direction, and the main hammer is config-
ured to engage and strike the anvil to rotate the
anvil;
a sub-hammer that accommodates at least a
portion of the main hammer and at least a portion
of the spindle, wherein the sub-hammer rotates
integrally with the main hammer; and
a brushless motor that rotates the spindle.

2. The rotary impact tool according to claim 1, further
comprising a rotation position detector that detects
a rotation position of the brushless motor.

3. The rotary impact tool according to claim 1 or 2, fur-
ther comprising a controller that controls the brush-
less motor, wherein the controller is configured to
execute angle advancement control on the brush-
less motor.

4. The rotary impact tool according to any one of the
preceding claims, further comprising a controller that
controls the brushless motor, wherein the controller
is configured to execute conduction angle on the
brushless motor.
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