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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The present embodiments relate to identifying
a source of abdominal pain from medical imaging. In cer-
tain cases of trauma, patient care involves diagnosing
the cause of abdominal pain via a computed tomography
(CT) scan. Many patients leave the hospital without hav-
ing the cause identified even with a CT scan. The lack
of domain knowledge of the emergency department phy-
sicians and/or time limitations may result in miss-diag-
nosis or no diagnosis. Diagnosis for abdominal pain at
the time of an emergency room visit depends on the doc-
tor’s discretion, experience, and time to examine the pa-
tient. Hence, the quality of care may vary.
[0002] The following documents are believed to repre-
sent the current state of the art: US 2016/350919 A1 and
Gaurav Sethi et al. "Computer aided diagnosis system
for abdomen diseases in computed tomography images",
Biocybernetics and Biomedical Engineering, vol. 36, no.
1, 31 October 2015, pages 42-55, ISSN: 0208-5216.

SUMMARY

[0003] By way of introduction, the preferred embodi-
ments described below include methods, systems, in-
structions, and non-transitory computer readable media
for identifying a source of abdominal pain. To assist a
physician in diagnosis of trauma involving abdominal
pain, scan data representing the patient is partitioned by
organ and/or region. Separate machine-learnt classifiers
are provided for each organ and/or region. The classifiers
are trained to indicate a likelihood of cause of the pain.
By outputting results from the collection of organ and/or
regions specific classifiers, the likeliest causes and as-
sociated organs and/or regions may be used by the phy-
sician to speed, confirm, or guide diagnosis.
[0004] In a first aspect, a method is provided for iden-
tifying a source of abdominal pain. A patient is scanned
with a computed tomography scanner. The scanning pro-
vides data representing an abdomen of the patient. The
data is parsed into first and second portions representing
first and second organs. One or more first deep-learnt
machine-trained classifiers are applied to the first portion
of the data with the application resulting in first likelihoods
of multiple causes of abdominal pain for the first organ.
One or more second deep-learnt machine-trained clas-
sifiers are applied to the second portion of the data with
the application resulting in second likelihoods of multiple
causes of abdominal pain for the second organ. An image
of the patient is generated from the data. The image in-
cludes a plurality of the first and second likelihoods and
the respective causes.
Preferred is a method, wherein scanning comprises
scanning as part of an emergency room visit by the pa-
tient, and wherein generating comprises generating dur-
ing the emergency room visit.

Preferred is a method, wherein parsing comprises pars-
ing with a first machine-learnt classifier. Parsing can com-
prises parsing the first portion with the first machine-
learnt classifier and parsing the second portion with a
second machine-learnt classifier.
Further, preferred is a method, wherein applying the one
or more first deep-learnt machine-trained classifiers
comprises applying just one first deep-learnt machine-
trained classifier with the resulting first likelihoods of the
multiple causes output by the just one first deep-learnt
machine-trained classifier or wherein applying the one
or more first deep-learnt machine-trained classifiers
comprises applying separate ones of the first deep-learnt
machine-trained classifiers for each of the multiple caus-
es or wherein applying the one or more first deep-learnt
machine-trained classifiers comprises applying with the
multiple causes comprising tumor, inflammation, stone,
and bleeding.
Further, preferred is a method, wherein generating com-
prises generating the image with the plurality comprising
a set number of the first and second likelihoods or where-
in generating comprises generating with the first and sec-
ond likelihoods assigned to incremental ranges of at least
10%.
Preferred is a method which is further comprising: out-
putting clinical decision support with the image.
Advantageously a method is preferred, which is further
comprising: identifying a previous case in a database
based on the first and/or second likelihoods; and retriev-
ing the previous case from the database.
[0005] In a second aspect, a system is provided for
identifying a source of abdominal pain. An image proc-
essor configured to detect multiple organs from results
of the scanning by a medical scanner for scanning the
patient. For each of the multiple organs, a machine-learnt
classifier is configured to detect causes of the abdominal
pain for the respective organ. A graphic user interface is
configured to display the detected causes.
Preferred is a system, wherein the medical scanner com-
prises a computed tomography scanner, and wherein the
image processor and the machine-learnt classifiers com-
prise one or more processors of the computed tomogra-
phy scanner.
Further, a system is preferred, wherein the image proc-
essor comprises another machine-learnt classifier.
Preferred is a system, wherein the machine-learnt clas-
sifiers comprise deep-learnt classifiers and/or wherein
the machine-learnt classifiers are configured to provide
probabilities for the causes, and wherein the graphic user
interface is configured to display the detected causes
and the respective probabilities.
[0006] In a third aspect, a method is provided for iden-
tifying a source of abdominal pain. A medical image rep-
resenting an abdomen of a patient is obtained. An image
processor identifies separate organs, abdominal regions,
or organs and abdominal regions in the medical image.
Machine-learnt detectors separately determine a chance
of each of a plurality of diagnoses for each of the organs,
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abdominal regions, or organs and abdominal regions.
The chances and respective diagnoses for the organs,
abdominal regions, or organs and abdominal regions are
transmitted.
Preferred is a method according to the third aspect,
wherein determining comprises determining with the ma-
chine-learnt detectors comprising deep-learnt detectors
and/or wherein determining comprises determining with
one of the machine-learnt detectors for each of the diag-
noses of the plurality of the diagnoses for each of the
organs, abdominal regions, or organs and abdominal re-
gions.
Further, a method according to the third aspect is pre-
ferred, wherein transmitting (18) comprises transmitting
(18) a set number of the chances, the chances included
in the set number being higher than the chances not in-
cluded in the set number.
[0007] The present invention is defined by the following
claims, and nothing in this section should be taken as a
limitation on those claims. Further aspects and advan-
tages of the invention are discussed below in conjunction
with the preferred embodiments and may be later claimed
independently or in combination.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008] The components and the figures are not nec-
essarily to scale, emphasis instead being placed upon
illustrating the principles of the invention. Moreover, in
the figures, like reference numerals designate corre-
sponding parts throughout the different views.

Figure 1 is a flow chart diagram of one embodiment
of a method for identifying a source of abdominal
pain;
Figure 2 illustrates an example graphic user interface
(GUI) with results for various sources of abdominal
pain as determined by respective machine-learnt
classifiers; and
Figure 3 is one embodiment of a system for identi-
fying a source of abdominal pain.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS AND 
PRESENTLY PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0009] Abdominal pain is automatically diagnosed us-
ing CT or other medical imaging. CT images are frequent-
ly acquired during emergency room visits for patients with
abdominal pain. The CT image or images are parsed with
the goal of determining the cause of abdominal pain
based on the latest guidelines for different organs, re-
gions, and/or causes. Guidelines or results from following
the guidelines are incorporated into organ or region spe-
cific machine-learnt classifiers. The machine-learnt clas-
sifiers are applied by a processor to the parsed CT image,
resulting in rapid, full analysis of the organs or regions
to assist in diagnosis. The top diagnosis or most likely
diagnoses for abdominal pain are detected and present-

ed to the physician. After performing the image parsing
and detection by organ or region, the results are present-
ed in a user interface.
[0010] The automated system rapidly assists physi-
cians in examining abdominal CT images with an em-
phasis on finding or suggesting the cause of the pain.
Since the process is automated, the full analysis of the
data may be performed even when the physician is under
a great work load. This diagnosis assistance for abdom-
inal pain may be used during an emergency room visit
and/or prior to trauma surgery.
[0011] Figure 1 shows one embodiment of a flow chart
of a method for identifying a source of abdominal pain.
The abdomen includes various organs and/or regions. It
may be difficult to assign abdominal pain to a specific
organ or region, let alone a specific cause. By parsing
scan data and applying organ or region specific machine-
learnt classifiers, the likeliest causes of the abdominal
pain for a specific patient are identified. The collection of
classifiers operating together may comprehensively as-
sist a physician with diagnosis of abdominal pain.
[0012] The acts are performed in the order shown (e.g.,
top to bottom) or other orders. For example, acts 18, 20,
and 22 are performed in any order.
[0013] Additional, different, or fewer acts may be pro-
vided. For example, the method is performed without
one, two, or all of acts 18, 20, and/or 22. As another
example, acts for configuring a medical scanner and/or
therapy are provided.
[0014] The acts are performed by the system of Figure
3 or another system. For example, act 12 is performed
by a processor accessing a memory, transfer over a net-
work, and/or by scanning by a medical scanner. Acts 14,
16, 18, and/or 22 are performed by a computer, proces-
sor, the medical scanner, a remote server, or a worksta-
tion. These four acts are performed by the same or dif-
ferent devices. Act 20 is performed by a graphic user
interface or display.
[0015] In act 12, one or more medical images or data-
sets are acquired. The medical image is a frame of data
representing the patient. The data may be in any format.
While the terms "image" and "imaging" are used, the im-
age or imaging data may be in a format prior to actual
display of the image. For example, the medical image
may be a plurality of scalar values representing different
locations in a Cartesian or polar coordinate format differ-
ent than a display format. As another example, the med-
ical image may be a plurality red, green, blue (e.g., RGB)
values output to a display for generating the image in the
display format. The medical image may not yet be a dis-
played image, may be a currently displayed image, or
may be previously displayed image in the display or other
format. The image or imaging is a dataset that may be
used for anatomical imaging, such as scan data repre-
senting spatial distribution of anatomy of the patient.
[0016] The medical image or scan data is obtained by
loading from memory and/or transfer via a computer net-
work. For example, previously acquired scan data is ac-
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cessed from a memory or database. As another example,
scan data is transmitted over a network after acquisition
from scanning a patient. In other embodiments, the med-
ical image or scan data is obtained by scanning the pa-
tient.
[0017] The scan data is obtained from scanning as a
part of an emergency room visit by the patient. In re-
sponse to trauma, a medical scan is performed to assist
in diagnosis of a source of abdominal pain. The scan
data is acquired by scanning at that time. The obtained
scan data is from the scanning or by accessing previously
acquired scan data. In alternative embodiments, the scan
data is obtained by scanning during an appointment or
routine examination outside the emergency context.
[0018] Any type of medical image may be used. In one
embodiment, CT scan data representing a patient is ac-
quired. CT scan data is acquired by rotating a source of
x-rays and an opposing detector about a patient. Any
range and/or path of travel may be used, such as rotating
along a helical path of travel. C-arm or other x-ray imaging
may be used instead. Based on the received detected
intensities, a three-dimensional representation of the pa-
tient (i.e., the density or absorption as a function of voxel
or location) is generated by computed tomography
processing. Alternatively, the scan data represents a two-
dimensional cross-section of the patient. In other embod-
iments, other types of scan data or medical image are
obtained, such as magnetic resonance, x-ray, ultra-
sound, positron emission tomography, single photon
emission computed tomography, or other medical imag-
ing modality.
[0019] Data representing an interior region of a patient
is obtained. The frame of data represents a one, two, or
three-dimensional region of the patient. For example, the
frame of data represents an area (e.g., slice) or volume
of the patient. Values are provided for each of multiple
locations distributed in two or three dimensions.
[0020] The data represents an abdominal region of the
patient. The scan data may include the upper torso, legs,
or other parts as well. The scanning is over at least part
of the abdomen of the patient. More than one region
and/or organs are represented by the scan data. For ex-
ample, the stomach, liver, kidney, gallbladder, appendix,
pancreas, spleen, uterus, lower intestine, and/or upper
intestine are represented. Regions of the abdomen may
be represented, such as lower, upper, digestive, or blood
processing or filtering regions. The regions may include
one or more organs, no organs, and/or parts of organs.
[0021] In act 14, an image processor identifies sepa-
rate organs, abdominal regions, or organs and abdominal
regions in the medical image or scan data. Specific or-
gans and/or regions are identified. All or a sub-set of the
organs and/or regions are identified by image process-
ing. The user or a default may determine which organs
and/or regions are identified. User input may be used to
aid identification, such as in a semi-automatic approach.
Alternatively, the image processor performs identification
without user input of any location for an organ or region.

[0022] The identification parses one organ or region
from another. The locations belonging to one organ or
region are flagged differently than locations belonging to
another organ or region. The specific organs or regions
are found, parsing them from each other. Segmentation
may or may not also be performed, such as extracting
data for a given organ or region from the scan data. The
identifying parses the scan data into portions represent-
ing different organs and/or regions. The partitioning is by
a flag (e.g., detection and/or identification) or creation of
separate datasets (e.g., segmentation).
[0023] Any now known or later developed identification
may be used. For example, template matching, landmark
detection, thresholding, filtering, or other image process-
ing is applied to distinguish one organ or region from
another. Image analytics software algorithms are run to
parse the abdominal image into multiple organs and/or
regions.
[0024] In one embodiment, the identification is per-
formed with one or more machine-learnt classifiers. Ma-
chine learning uses training data of labeled or ground
truth scan data to learn to distinguish one organ from
other organs, one region from other regions, between
organs, or between regions. The training data is used to
train the classifier to parse or identify. One classifier may
be trained to identify different organs and/or regions, or
different classifiers may be trained to identify different
organs and/or regions. A cascade or hierarchy of classi-
fiers may be trained and used.
[0025] For machine training and application of a ma-
chine-learnt classifier, values for any number of features
are extracted from the scan data. The values for textures
of the tissues represented in the scan data are extracted.
The texture of the tissue is represented by the measures
of the scan data. The extraction of the values for each
feature is performed for the abdominal tissues, avoiding
application to other tissues outside the abdomen. Alter-
natively, the values for other regions outside the region
of interest are extracted.
[0026] Each feature defines a kernel for convolution
with the data. The results of the convolution are a value
of the feature. By placing the kernel at different locations,
values for that feature at different locations are provided.
Given one feature, the values of that feature at different
locations are calculated. Features for other texture infor-
mation than convolution may be used, such as identifying
a maximum or minimum. Other features than texture in-
formation may be used.
[0027] In one embodiment, the features are manually
designed. The feature or features to be used are pre-
determined based on a programmer’s experience or test-
ing. Example features include scaled invariant feature
transformation, histogram of oriented gradients, local bi-
nary pattern, gray-level co-occurrence matrix, Haar
wavelets, steerable, or combinations thereof. Feature ex-
traction computes features from the medical image to
better capture information distinguishing one or more or-
gans or regions.
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[0028] In another embodiment, deep-learnt features
are used. The values are extracted from the scan data
for features learned from machine learning. Deep ma-
chine learning learns features represented in training da-
ta as well as training the classifier, rather than just training
the classifier from the manually designated features. The
relevant features are automatically determined as part
of training. This ability allows for the generic training on
arbitrary data (i.e., training data with known outcomes)
that may internally determine features, such as textures.
By training the network with labeled outcomes, the net-
work learns what features are relevant or may be ignored
for parsing.
[0029] Any deep learning approach or architecture
may be used. For example, a convolutional neural net-
work is used. The network may include convolutional,
sub-sampling (e.g., max pooling), fully connected layers,
and/or other types of layers. By using convolution, the
number of possible features to be tested is limited. The
fully connected layers operate to fully connect the fea-
tures as limited by the convolution layer after maximum
pooling. Other features may be added to the fully con-
nected layers, such as non-imaging or clinical informa-
tion. Any combination of layers may be provided. In one
embodiment, a series of convolutional and max pooling
layers followed by two fully connected layers with addi-
tional coded input describing the past history input at the
first fully connected layer is used. Additional, different, or
fewer layers may be provided. In one alternative, a fully
connected network is used instead of a convolution net-
work.
[0030] The machine-learnt classifier, with or without
deep learning, is trained to associate the categorical la-
bels (output) to the extracted values of one or more fea-
tures. The machine-learning of the classifier uses training
data with ground truth, such as values for features ex-
tracted from frames of data for patients with known or-
gans and/or regions, to learn to classify based on the
input feature vector. The resulting machine-learnt clas-
sifier is a matrix for inputs, weighting, and combination
to output a classification. Using the matrix or matrices,
the processor inputs the extracted values for features
and outputs the classification.
[0031] Any machine learning or training may be used.
A probabilistic boosting tree, support vector machine,
neural network, sparse auto-encoding classifier, Baye-
sian network, or other now known or later developed ma-
chine learning may be used. Any semi-supervised, su-
pervised, or unsupervised learning may be used. Hier-
archal or other approaches may be used. In one embod-
iment, the classification is by a machine-learnt classifier
learnt with the deep learning. As part of identifying fea-
tures that distinguish between different outcomes, the
classifier is also machine learnt.
[0032] Additional information than scan data may be
used for extracting and/or classifying. For example, val-
ues of clinical measurements for the patient are used.
The classifier is trained to classify based on the extracted

values for the features in the scan data as well as the
additional measurements. Genetic data, blood-based di-
agnostics, family history, sex, weight, and/or other infor-
mation are input as a feature for classification.
[0033] The machine-learnt classifiers identify the or-
gans and/or regions represented in the scan data. The
classifier classifies the organ or region of the patient from
the extracted values of the features. The values are input
to the machine-learnt classifier implemented by the im-
age processor. By applying the classifier, the organ, re-
gion, organs, or regions are classified. This parsing of
the scan data or medical image allows for application of
organ or region specific prediction of one or more causes
being a source of the abdominal pain. The classification
(e.g., group of locations A are the liver and group of lo-
cations B are the kidney) parses or identifies.
[0034] In act 16, machine-learnt detectors determine
a chance of each of a plurality of diagnoses for each of
the organs and/or regions. After the parsing from the
identification of act 14, the data specific to a particular
organ or region is classified with a machine-trained clas-
sifier specific to that particular organ or region. For ex-
ample, two organs are identified. One machine-learnt
classifier is applied to the scan data identified for one of
the organs, and another machine-learnt classifier is ap-
plied to the scan data identified for the other of the organs.
Data identified differently than a given portion may be
used with the data for that portion, such as including bor-
der information.
[0035] For a given organ or region, more than one ma-
chine-learnt classifier may be used. One machine-learnt
classifier may be used for each possible cause of pain
relevant for that particular organ or region. For example,
multiple causes of pain for a given organ may include a
tumor, lesion, inflammation, or bleeding. For the kidney,
a kidney stone is another possible source of pain. Other
organs may have other sources. A separate machine-
learnt classifier is provided for each cause. One machine-
learnt detector determines the chance for each diagnosis
for the given organ or region. In other embodiments, a
cascade or hierarchy of machine-learnt classifiers are
applied for distinguishing between causes for a given or-
gan or region. In alternative embodiments, a single ma-
chine-learnt classifier may output the chances for two or
more causes of pain. The classifier determines the
chances for any number of causes, such as outputting a
chance for each of the possible causes for the given or-
gan.
[0036] Any process may be used with the application
of the machine-learnt classifiers. For example, further
landmark detection and/or segmentation within the organ
is provided. The scan data may be processed, such as
filtered. Measurements may be made, such as an area
or volume of a tumor or lesion. This further information
may be used as part of an input feature vector, for cal-
culating values of features, or for decision support pro-
vided in addition to any detection of the chance of being
the cause of abdominal pain.
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[0037] The same or different features are used by dif-
ferent classifiers to output the same or different informa-
tion. For example, a classifier is trained for detecting a
tumor, and another classifier is trained to detect bleeding.
Both classifiers use different input feature vectors, but
the same feature vectors may be used.
[0038] The machine-learnt classifiers are of the same
or different types for the different organs or regions and/or
the different causes. The training data is specific to a
given organ or region and/or cause, so a same type of a
machine-learnt classifier may result in different trained
classifiers due to the difference in training data. Different
types of machine training may be appropriate for different
organs or regions and/or causes. Any of the machine
training and corresponding classifiers discussed above
for parsing may be used for determining the diagnosis of
the source of pain.
[0039] In one example, a deep-learnt machine-learnt
detector is used. The deep learning determines the fea-
tures to be convoluted with the organ or region specific
portion of the scan data and the classification output. For
each organ or region, a custom deep learning or other
machine-learnt software algorithm that has been trained
to detect the most prominent clinical causes of abdominal
pain parses the image portion for the organ or region and
assigns likelihood scores for causes for each organ or
region.
[0040] The training may be based on clinical studies,
such as published and verified studies of a cause of ab-
dominal pain. The study data and/or results may be used
to train the classifier. As new studies are available, new
classifiers or updated classifiers may be trained. Alter-
natively or additionally, training data and ground truth are
acquired from a given institution, sharing across institu-
tions, or on a regional basis.
[0041] The machine-learnt classifier outputs a chance
of a cause of pain or chances of causes of pain. Based
on the input scan data and/or values for the feature vec-
tor, the machine-learnt classifier is applied to the relevant
portion of the scan data for a patient. The output is a
likelihood of the cause being the source of abdominal
pain. The classifier outputs a score, ranking, or percent-
age reflecting the chance of the cause being the source
of pain. The likelihoods of each cause of multiple causes
are determined. The likelihoods of the causes for each
of multiple organs and/or regions are determined.
[0042] Figure 2 shows one example where the organs
are the liver, kidney, and small bowel. One or more ma-
chine-learnt classifiers for each organ output the chance
of each cause relevant to that organ being the source of
pain. In this example, all the chances are 30% or less
except for a kidney stone that has a chance of 80%. More
than one cause may occur at a given time, so bleeding
in the kidney and/or inflammation in the small bowel may
be contributing causes of the pain. Other causes may
contribute. The chance indicates the likelihood for guid-
ing the physician in diagnosis.
[0043] The same or different machine-learnt classifiers

may be trained to output other information. Prognosis,
therapy response, effective treatment, or other informa-
tion may be output.
[0044] In act 18, the image processor uses a memory
interface, computer network interface, or display memory
to transmit the chances and respective diagnoses for the
organs, abdominal regions, or organs and abdominal re-
gions. The transmission is to a display, such as a monitor,
workstation, printer, handheld, or computer. Alternatively
or additionally, the transmission is to a memory, such as
a database of patient records, or to a network, such as
a computer network.
[0045] Any of the chances or other guiding information
to identify the source of the abdominal pain is transmitted.
The identification of the organs and/or regions may be
transmitted, such as providing separate anatomical im-
ages for separate organs or one image with the different
organs highlighted differently. Alternatively, information
derived from the output of the classification is transmitted,
such as a most likely combination of multiple sources
calculated from the chances for each individual cause by
organ.
[0046] The chances are output as text or graphic infor-
mation on an image. An image of the organ, abdomen,
or location of interest within an organ or region is anno-
tated or labeled with alphanumeric text to indicate the
chance. In other embodiments, an image of the abdo-
men, organ, or region is displayed, and the chance is
communicated as a symbol, coloring, graphic, highlight-
ing or other information added onto the image. Alterna-
tively, the classification is output in a report without the
image of the abdomen.
[0047] Figure 2 shows an example graphic user inter-
face 24 presented as an image to the physician. The
image indicates different organs and a list of the chances
for each organ. An anatomical image 26 of a selected
organ, of a region of interest for a selected cause, and/or
of the abdomen is also provided. Other arrangements of
information may be used in the image. Other information
may be output as well. Other information includes values
for the features, clinical measures, values from image
processing, treatment regime, or other information (e.g.,
lab results).
[0048] All the predicted likelihoods of a given source
of the pain may be transmitted for viewing by the physi-
cian. Alternatively, only a limited number of the likeli-
hoods are provided. For example, the most likely source
of pain is output. As another example, the N most likely
sources of pain are output where N is an integer. Where
N=3 in the example of Figure 2, then the kidney stone,
bleeding of the kidney, and inflammation of the small
bowel and corresponding chances are output. Causes
with lower chances (e.g., 20% or below) are not included.
The number of chances transmitted may be below N,
such as where a threshold amount is required (e.g., only
50% or greater so that N=3 only outputs the kidney stone
chance of 80%).
[0049] Any resolution of the chances may be provided.
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While the classifier may provide integer resolution, the
physician may be presented with the causes in multi-
integer ranges (e.g., 10% or 25% ranges). The estimated
chance may be rounded to the nearest or lower end of
the ranges. For example, the chances are presented in
25% increments (e.g., 0%, 25%, 50%, 75%, 100%). Giv-
en an approximate abnormality detection with percent-
age confidence (e.g., 0, 25, 50, 75, or 100%), the top N
items may be selected and shown to the physician along
with the likelihood. Binning the chances into ranges may
avoid an appearance of precision in the prediction, en-
couraging the physician to more thorough review.
[0050] The physician may select each cause or organ
on the image. In response to the selection, the image 26
is altered to show the scan data rendered for the region
of interest associated with the cause or the organ asso-
ciated with the cause. The selection may also provide a
more specific estimate, such as 54% instead of the ap-
proximate or rounded 50%. By transmitting the image
during an emergency room visit or other trauma situation,
a physician may be provided with clues or information to
assist in diagnosing the source of the abdominal pain.
[0051] In act 20, the image processor or other proces-
sor outputs clinical decision support with the image. De-
cision support information, such as treatments, risks,
guidelines, or other information, are output. Diagnostic
rules for verifying the cause, such as based on guidelines
or studies, may be output as decision support.
[0052] The physician may select the diagnosis be-
lieved to be accurate. Decision support is provided for
the selected cause. Alternatively, decision support is pro-
vided for any selected cause to assist in determining the
actual cause for the patient.
[0053] In act 22, the image processor or other proces-
sor identifies one or more similar cases to assist in diag-
nosis or treatment planning. A database includes chanc-
es, anatomical images, measurements, and/or other in-
formation for other patients treated for abdominal pain.
Their outcomes may or may not be known.
[0054] The likelihoods in combination, such as the N
likelihoods, are matched to the patients of the database.
Other patients with a similar combination of likelihoods
are identified. Other information in addition to or instead
of likelihoods may be used to match. Any measure of
similarity may be used. More than one other case may
be matched, such as presenting a list or a statistical anal-
ysis based on the matching.
[0055] The previous matching case or cases are re-
trieved from the database for review by the physician.
Previous cases with the same or similar diagnosis may
be retrieved for the physician to compare diagnosis and
treatments.
[0056] Figure 3 shows a system for identifying a source
of abdominal pain. The system implements the method
of Figure 1 or another method to output detected causes
of abdominal pain, such as shown in Figure 2. Results
of scanning a patient are used to detect various possible
causes of abdominal pain, helping a physician narrow

down the options for diagnosis.
[0057] The system includes a medical scanner 80, an
image processor 82, a memory 84, a graphical user in-
terface (GUI) 88 with a user input 85 and a display 86,
and machine-learnt classifiers 90. Additional, different,
or fewer components may be provided. For example, a
network or network connection is provided, such as for
networking with a medical imaging network or data ar-
chival system. In another example, the user input 85 is
not provided. As another example, a server is provided
for implementing the image processor 82 and/or ma-
chine-learnt classifiers 90 remotely from the medical
scanner 80.
[0058] The image processor 82, memory 84, user input
85, display 86, and/or machine learnt classifiers 90 are
part of the medical scanner 80. Alternatively, the image
processor 82, memory 84, user input 85, display 86,
and/or machine learnt classifiers 90 are part of an archival
and/or image processing system, such as associated
with a medical records database workstation or server,
separate from the medical scanner 80. In other embod-
iments, the image processor 82, memory 84, user input
85, display 86, and/or machine learnt classifiers 90 are
a personal computer, such as desktop or laptop, a work-
station, a server, a network, or combinations thereof.
[0059] The medical scanner 80 is a medical diagnostic
imaging scanner. Ultrasound, CT, x-ray, fluoroscopy,
positron emission tomography, single photon emission
computed tomography, and/or magnetic resonance sys-
tems may be used. The medical scanner 80 may include
a transmitter and includes a detector for scanning or re-
ceiving data representative of the interior of the patient.
[0060] In one embodiment, the medical scanner 80 is
a CT scanner. A gantry supports a source of x-rays and
a detector on opposite sides of a patient examination
space. The gantry moves the source and detector about
the patient. Various x-ray projections are acquired by the
detector from different positions relative to the patient.
Computed tomography solves for the two or three-dimen-
sional distribution of the response from the projections.
[0061] The memory 84 may be a graphics processing
memory, a video random access memory, a random ac-
cess memory, system memory, cache memory, hard
drive, optical media, magnetic media, flash drive, buffer,
database, combinations thereof, or other now known or
later developed memory device for storing data or video
information. The memory 84 is part of the medical scan-
ner 80, part of a computer associated with the image
processor 82, part of a database, part of another system,
a picture archival memory, or a standalone device.
[0062] The memory 84 stores medical imaging data
representing the patient, parsing, feature kernels, ex-
tracted values for features, classification results, ma-
chine-learnt matrices, and/or images. The memory 84
may alternatively or additionally store data during
processing, such as storing information discussed here-
in.
[0063] The memory 84 or other memory is alternatively
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or additionally a non-transitory computer readable stor-
age medium storing data representing instructions exe-
cutable by the programmed image processor 82 or a
processor implementing the machine-learnt classifiers
90. The instructions for implementing the processes,
methods and/or techniques discussed herein are provid-
ed on non-transitory computer-readable storage media
or memories, such as a cache, buffer, RAM, removable
media, hard drive or other computer readable storage
media. Non-transitory computer readable storage media
include various types of volatile and nonvolatile storage
media. The functions, acts or tasks illustrated in the fig-
ures or described herein are executed in response to one
or more sets of instructions stored in or on computer read-
able storage media. The functions, acts or tasks are in-
dependent of the particular type of instructions set, stor-
age media, processor or processing strategy and may
be performed by software, hardware, integrated circuits,
firmware, micro code and the like, operating alone, or in
combination. Likewise, processing strategies may in-
clude multiprocessing, multitasking, parallel processing,
and the like.
[0064] In one embodiment, the instructions are stored
on a removable media device for reading by local or re-
mote systems. In other embodiments, the instructions
are stored in a remote location for transfer through a com-
puter network or over telephone lines. In yet other em-
bodiments, the instructions are stored within a given com-
puter, CPU, GPU, or system.
[0065] The image processor 82 is a general processor,
central processing unit, control processor, graphics proc-
essor, digital signal processor, three-dimensional ren-
dering processor, application specific integrated circuit,
field programmable gate array, digital circuit, analog cir-
cuit, combinations thereof, or other now known or later
developed device for detecting different organs or re-
gions from results of scanning. The image processor 82
is a single device or multiple devices operating in serial,
parallel, or separately. The image processor 82 may be
a main processor of a computer, such as a laptop or
desktop computer, or may be a processor for handling
some tasks in a larger system, such as in the medical
scanner 80. The image processor 82 is configured by
instructions, design, hardware, and/or software to per-
form the acts discussed herein.
[0066] The image processor 82 is configured to per-
form the acts discussed above. The image processor 82
is configured to detect multiple organs and/or regions
from results of the scanning. Scan data is parsed, labeling
different organs and/or regions. The detection occurs
without user input of any location on an image. In alter-
native embodiments, input from the user is used as a
seed or tracing to aid in detecting the multiple organs.
Template matching, segmentation, thresholding, filter-
ing, or other image processing is applied to the scan data
to detect.
[0067] The image processor 82 may be configured to
calculate values for features and input the values to a

machine-learnt classifier to detect one or more organs
or regions. The image processor 82 may be configured
to generate a user interface or the GUI 88 for receiving
seed points or designation of a region of interest on one
or more images and/or for outputting results of the de-
tection or the outputs of the machine-learnt classifiers 90.
[0068] The machine-learnt classifiers 90 are imple-
mented by the image processor 82 or other processor
with access to the matrices defining the classifiers 90
stored in the memory 84. The machine-learnt classifiers
90 are matrices of inputs (i.e., values of features in the
input vector), weights, relationships between weighted
inputs or other layers, and outputs of cause and/or prob-
ability of cause.
[0069] Any machine training may be used to create the
machine-learnt classifiers 90. For example, a support
vector machine is used. As another example, deep learn-
ing is used to both train the classifier and learn distin-
guishing features (e.g., convolution or filter kernels to ex-
tract determinative information from the scan data). The
machine-learnt classifiers 90 are trained to relate input
values to causes of abdominal pain. The probability of
any given cause being a particular patient’s source of
abdominal pain may be estimated by one of the machine-
learnt classifiers 90.
[0070] A plurality of machine-learnt classifiers 90, such
as deep-learnt classifiers, are provided. At least one ma-
chine-learnt classifier 90 is provided for each of the de-
tected organs or regions. For a given organ or region,
one machine-learnt classifier 90 may detect different
causes, separate machine-learnt classifiers 90 may de-
tect the different causes, or a cascade or hierarchy of
machine-learnt classifiers 90 may detect the different
causes. The array of machine-learnt classifiers 90 pro-
vides focused, yet comprehensive, detection of sources
of abdominal pain to assist the physician in localizing the
cause of pain.
[0071] The GUI 88 includes one or both of the user
input 85 and the display 86. The GUI 88 provides for user
interaction with the image processor 82, medical scanner
80, and/or machine-learnt classifiers 90. The interaction
is for inputting information (e.g., selecting patient files)
and/or for reviewing output information (e.g., viewing an
image showing different causes and respective predica-
tions of the probabilities of the causes being a source of
a given patient’s abdominal pain). The GUI 88 is config-
ured (e.g., by loading an image into a display plane mem-
ory) to display the detected causes, including the respec-
tive probabilities.
[0072] The user input device 85 is a keyboard, mouse,
trackball, touch pad, buttons, sliders, combinations
thereof, or other input device. The user input 85 may be
a touch screen of the display 86. User interaction is re-
ceived by the user input device 85, such as a designation
of a region of tissue (e.g., a click or click and drag to place
a region of interest). Other user interaction may be re-
ceived, such as for activating the classification.
[0073] The display 86 is a monitor, LCD, projector,
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plasma display, CRT, printer, or other now known or later
developed devise for outputting visual information. The
display 86 receives images, graphics, text, quantities, or
other information from the image processor 82, memory
84, medical scanner 80, or machine-learnt classifiers 90.
[0074] One or more images are displayed. The images
may or may not include anatomical representation or im-
aging. The image includes causes. Indications of prob-
ability of one or more causes being a source of the pain
are included in the image. The image includes an indi-
cation, such as a text, a graphic or colorization, of the
classification or detection of the source of pain. Alterna-
tively or additionally, the image includes a quantity based
on the detection or classification.
[0075] While the invention has been described above
by reference to various embodiments, it should be un-
derstood that many changes and modifications can be
made without departing from the scope of the invention.
It is therefore intended that the foregoing detailed de-
scription be regarded as illustrative rather than limiting,
and that it be understood that it is the following claims,
including all equivalents, that are intended to define the
scope of this invention.

Claims

1. A method for identifying (22) a source of abdominal
pain, the method comprising:

scanning (12) a patient with a computed tomog-
raphy scanner, the scanning (12) providing data
representing an abdomen of the patient;
parsing (14) the data into first and second por-
tions representing first and second organs,
wherein the parsing (14) comprises parsing (14)
the first portion with a first machine-learnt clas-
sifier (90) and
parsing (14) the second portion with a second
machine-learnt classifier (90);
applying (16) one or more first deep-learnt ma-
chine-trained classifiers to the first portion of the
data, the application resulting in first likelihoods
of multiple causes of abdominal pain for the first
organ;
applying (16) one or more second deep-learnt
machine-trained classifiers to the second por-
tion of the data, the application resulting in sec-
ond likelihoods of multiple causes of abdominal
pain for the second organ; and
generating (18) an image of the patient from the
data, the image including a plurality of the first
and second likelihoods and the respective caus-
es.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein scanning
(12) comprises scanning (12) as part of an emergen-
cy room visit by the patient, and wherein generating

(18) comprises generating (18) during the emergen-
cy room visit.

3. The method according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein applying (16) the one or more first
deep-learnt machine-trained classifiers comprises
applying (16) just one first deep-learnt machine-
trained classifier with the resulting first likelihoods of
the multiple causes output by the just one first deep-
learnt machine-trained classifier
or
wherein applying (16) the one or more first deep-
learnt machine-trained classifiers comprises apply-
ing (16) separate ones of the first deep-learnt ma-
chine-trained classifiers for each of the multiple
causes
or
wherein applying (16) the one or more first deep-
learnt machine-trained classifiers comprises apply-
ing (16) with the multiple causes comprising tumor,
inflammation, stone, and bleeding.

4. The method according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein generating the image (18) compris-
es generating (18) an the-image where the plurality
of first and second likelihoods comprises a set
number of the first and second likelihoods or
wherein generating the image (18) comprises gen-
erating an image (18) where the first and second
likelihoods are assigned to incremental ranges of at
least 10%.

5. The method according to any of the preceding
claims, further comprising:
outputting (20) clinical decision support with the im-
age.

6. The method according to any of the preceding
claims, further comprising:

identifying (22) a previous case in a database
based on the first and/or second likelihoods; and
retrieving the previous case from the database.

7. A system for identifying (22) a source of abdominal
pain, the system comprising:

a medical scanner (80) for scanning (12) a pa-
tient;
an image processor (82) configured to parse da-
ta representing an abdomen of the patient into
first and second portions representing first and
second organs,
wherein the first portion is parsed with a 1 first
machine-learnt classifier (90) and
the second portion is parsed with a second ma-
chine-learnt classifier (90);
for each of the first and second portions, a ma-
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chine-learnt classifier (90) configured to detect
causes of the abdominal pain for the respective
organ; and
a graphic user interface (88) configured to dis-
play the detected causes.

8. The system according to claim 7, wherein the med-
ical scanner (80) comprises a computed tomography
scanner, and wherein the image processor (82) and
the machine-learnt classifiers (90) comprise one or
more processors of the computed tomography scan-
ner.

9. The system according to any of the preceding claims
7 to 8, wherein the machine-learnt classifiers (90)
comprise deep-learnt classifiers
and/or
wherein the machine-learnt classifiers (90) are con-
figured to provide probabilities for the causes, and
wherein the graphic user interface (88) is configured
to display the detected causes and the respective
probabilities.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Identifizieren (22) einer Quelle von
Bauchschmerzen, wobei das Verfahren umfasst:

Scannen (12) eines Patienten mit einem Com-
putertomographiescanner, wobei das Scannen
(12) Daten liefert, die ein Abdomen des Patien-
ten repräsentieren;
Aufgliedern (14) der Daten in erste und zweite
Teile, die erste und zweite Organe darstellen,
wobei das Aufgliedern (14) ein Aufgliedern (14)
des ersten Teils mit einem ersten maschinell er-
lernten Klassifizierer (90) und ein
Aufgliedern (14) des zweiten Teils mit einem
zweiten maschinell erlernten Klassifizierer (90)
umfasst;
Anwenden (16) von einem oder mehreren ers-
ten tief erlernten, maschinell trainierten Klassi-
fizierern auf den ersten Teil der Daten, wobei
die Anwendung zu ersten Wahrscheinlichkeiten
mehrerer Ursachen von Bauchschmerzen für
das erste Organ führt;
Anwenden (16) von einem oder mehreren zwei-
ten tief erlernten, maschinell trainierten Klassi-
fizierern auf den zweiten Teil der Daten, wobei
die Anwendung zu zweiten Wahrscheinlichkei-
ten mehrerer Ursachen von Bauchschmerzen
für das zweite Organ führt; und
Erzeugen (18) eines Bildes des Patienten aus
den Daten, wobei das Bild eine Vielzahl von ers-
ten und zweiten Wahrscheinlichkeiten und die
jeweiligen Ursachen umfasst.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Scannen (12)
ein Scannen (12) als Teil eines Besuchs in der Not-
aufnahme durch den Patienten umfasst, und wobei
das Erzeugen (18) ein Erzeugen (18) während des
Besuchs in der Notaufnahme umfasst.

3. Verfahren nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, wobei das Anwenden (16) des einen oder der
mehreren ersten tief erlernten, maschinell trainierten
Klassifizierern ein Anwenden (16) nur eines ersten
tief erlernten maschinell trainierten Klassifizierers
mit den resultierenden ersten Wahrscheinlichkeiten
der mehrfachen Ursachen, die von dem nur einen
ersten tief erlernten maschinell trainierten Klassifi-
zierer ausgegeben werden, umfasst
oder
wobei das Anwenden (16) des einen oder der meh-
reren ersten tief erlernten maschinell trainierten
Klassifizierern ein Anwenden (16) von separaten der
ersten tief erlernten maschinell trainierten Klassifi-
zierern für jede der mehreren Ursachen umfasst
oder
wobei das Anwenden (16) des einen oder der meh-
reren ersten tief erlernten, maschinell trainierten
Klassifizierern ein Anwenden (16) mit den mehreren
Ursachen umfassend Tumor, Entzündung, Stein
und Blutung umfasst.

4. Verfahren nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, wobei das Erzeugen des Bildes (18) ein Erzeu-
gen (18) eines Bildes umfasst, wobei die Vielzahl
der ersten und zweiten Wahrscheinlichkeiten eine
festgelegte Anzahl der ersten und zweiten Wahr-
scheinlichkeiten umfasst
oder
wobei das Erzeugen des Bildes (18) ein Erzeugen
(18) eines Bildes umfasst, wobei die ersten und zwei-
ten Wahrscheinlichkeiten inkrementellen Bereichen
von mindestens 10% zugeordnet sind.

5. Verfahren nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, ferner umfassend:
Ausgeben (20) einer klinischen Entscheidungshilfe
mit dem Bild.

6. Verfahren nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprü-
che, ferner umfassend:

Identifizieren (22) eines früheren Falles in einer
Datenbank basierend auf den ersten und/oder
zweiten Wahrscheinlichkeiten; und
Abrufen des vorherigen Falls aus der Daten-
bank.

7. System zum Identifizieren (22) einer Quelle von
Bauchschmerzen, wobei das System umfasst:

einen medizinischen Scanner (80) zum Scan-
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nen (12) eines Patienten;
einen Bildprozessor (82), der so konfiguriert ist,
dass er Daten, die ein Abdomen des Patienten
darstellen, in erste und zweite Teile aufgliedert,
die erste und zweite Organe darstellen,
wobei der erste Teil mit einem ersten maschinell
erlernten Klassifizierer (90) aufgegliedert wird
und
der zweite Teil mit einem zweiten maschinell er-
lernten Klassifizierer (90) aufgegliedert wird;
für jeden der ersten und zweiten Teile, einen
maschinell erlernten Klassifizierer (90), der so
konfiguriert ist, dass er die Ursachen der Bauch-
schmerzen für das jeweilige Organ detektiert;
und
eine grafische Benutzeroberfläche (88), die so
konfiguriert ist, dass sie die detekierten Ursa-
chen anzeigt.

8. System nach Anspruch 7, wobei der medizinische
Scanner (80) einen Computertomographiescanner
umfasst, und wobei der Bildprozessor (82) und die
maschinell erlernten Klassifizierer (90) einen oder
mehrere Prozessoren des Computertomographies-
canners umfassen.

9. System nach einem der vorhergehenden Ansprüche
7 bis 8, wobei die maschinell erlernten Klassifizierer
(90) tief erlernte Klassifizierer umfassen und/oder
wobei die maschinell erlernten Klassifizierer (90) so
konfiguriert sind, dass sie Wahrscheinlichkeiten für
die Ursachen bereitstellen, und wobei die grafische
Benutzeroberfläche (88) so konfiguriert ist, dass sie
die detektierten Ursachen und die jeweiligen Wahr-
scheinlichkeiten anzeigt.

Revendications

1. Méthode pour identifier (22) une source de douleur
abdominale, la méthode comprenant :

le balayage (12) d’un patient avec un scanner
de tomographie assistée par ordinateur, le ba-
layage (12) fournissant des données représen-
tant un abdomen du patient ;
la subdivision (14) des données en première et
deuxième parties représentant les premier et
deuxième organes,
où la subdivision (14) comprend
la subdivision de la première partie avec un pre-
mier classificateur à l’apprentissage machine
(90) et
la subdivision (14) de la deuxième partie avec
un deuxième classificateur (90) à l’apprentissa-
ge machine ;
l’application (16) d’un ou plusieurs premiers
classificateurs formés à la machine à l’appren-

tissage profond à la première partie des don-
nées, l’application aboutissant aux premières
probabilités de causes multiples de douleurs ab-
dominales pour le premier organe ;
l’application (16) d’un ou plusieurs deuxièmes
classificateurs formés à la machine à l’appren-
tissage profond à la deuxième partie des don-
nées, l’application aboutissant aux deuxièmes
probabilités de causes multiples de douleurs ab-
dominales pour le deuxième organe ; et
la génération (18) d’une image du patient à partir
des données, l’image comprenant une pluralité
de premières et deuxièmes probabilités et les
causes respectives.

2. Méthode selon la revendication 1, dans laquelle le
balayage (12) comprend le balayage (12) dans le
cadre d’une visite du patient aux urgences, et dans
laquelle la génération (18) comprend la génération
(18) pendant la visite aux urgences.

3. Méthode selon l’une des revendications précéden-
tes, dans laquelle l’application (16) d’un ou de plu-
sieurs premiers classificateurs formés à la machine
à l’apprentissage profond comprend l’application
(16) d’un seul premier classificateur formé à la ma-
chine à l’apprentissage profond avec les premières
probabilités résultantes des causes multiples pro-
duites par le seul premier classificateur formé à la
machine à l’apprentissage profond
ou
dans laquelle l’application (16) d’un ou de plusieurs
premiers classificateurs formés à la machine à l’ap-
prentissage profond comprend l’application (16) de
classificateurs séparés parmi les premiers classifi-
cateurs formés à la machine à l’apprentissage pro-
fond pour chacune des causes multiples
ou
dans laquelle l’application (16) d’un ou de plusieurs
premiers classificateurs formés à la machine à l’ap-
prentissage profond comprend l’application (16)
avec les multiples causes comprenant la tumeur, l’in-
flammation, la pierre et l’hémorragie.

4. Méthode selon l’une des revendications précéden-
tes, dans laquelle la génération de l’image (18) com-
prend la génération (18) d’une image où la pluralité
de premières et deuxièmes probabilités comprend
un nombre déterminé de premières et deuxièmes
probabilités
ou
la génération de l’image (18) comprend la génération
(18) d’une image où les premières et deuxièmes pro-
babilités sont affectées à des plages incrémentales
d’au moins 10%.

5. Méthode selon l’une des revendications précéden-
tes, comprenant en outre :
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la production (20) d’une aide à la décision clinique
avec l’image.

6. Méthode selon l’une des revendications précéden-
tes, comprenant en outre :

l’identification (22) d’un cas antérieur dans une
base de données basée sur les premières et/où
deuxièmes probabilités; et
la récupération du cas précédent dans la base
de données.

7. Système pour identifier (22) une source de douleur
abdominale, le système comprenant :

un scanner médical (80) pour balayer (12) un
patient ;
un processeur d’images (82) configuré pour
subdiviser les données représentant l’abdomen
du patient en première et deuxième parties re-
présentant les premier et deuxième organes,
dans lequel la première partie est subdivisée
avec un premier classificateur (90) à l’appren-
tissage machine et
la deuxième partie est subdivisée avec un
deuxième classificateur (90) à l’apprentissage
machine ;
pour chacune des premières et deuxièmes par-
ties, un classificateur à l’apprentissage machine
(90) configuré pour détecter les causes de la
douleur abdominale pour l’organe respectif ; et
une interface utilisateur graphique (88) configu-
rée pour afficher les causes détectées.

8. Système selon la revendication 7, dans lequel le
scanner médical (80) comprend un scanner de to-
mographie assistée par ordinateur, et dans lequel le
processeur d’images (82) et les classificateurs à l’ap-
prentissage machine (90) comprennent un ou plu-
sieurs processeurs du scanner de tomographie as-
sistée par ordinateur.

9. Système selon l’une des revendications 7 à 8 pré-
cédentes, dans lequel les classificateurs à l’appren-
tissage machine (90) comprennent des classifica-
teurs à l’apprentissage profond
et/ou
dans lequel les classificateurs à l’apprentissage ma-
chine (90) sont configurés pour fournir des probabi-
lités pour les causes, et dans lequel l’interface utili-
sateur graphique (88) est configurée pour afficher
les causes détectées et les probabilités respectives.
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