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(54) VEHICLE CONTROL DEVICE

(57) A vehicle includes connecting/disconnecting
mechanisms (20, 30) disposed on power transmission
paths between first rotating electric machines (3,4)
mounted on the vehicle and an output shaft (12) that
drives a wheel, a first rotating electric machine speed
sensor (43,44) that detects a rotation speed of the first
rotating electric machine (3,4) as a first rotation speed
(Nm,Ng), and a wheel speed sensor (42) that detects a
rotation speed of the wheel as a wheel speed (Nw). A
control unit (5) includes: a first calculator (5B) that calcu-
lates an axle rotation speed (Nam,Nag) representing a
rotation speed of the output shaft (12) based on the first
rotation speed (Nm,Ng) in a state where the first con-
necting/disconnecting mechanism (20,30) is engaged; a
monitoring unit (5C) that calculates a deviation (X,Y) be-
tween the axle rotation speed (Nam,Nag) calculated by
the first calculator (5B) and the wheel speed (Nw); and
a second calculator (5D) that calculates the axle rotation
speed (Nax,Nay) by calibrating the wheel speed (Nw)
based on the calculated deviation (X,Y) in a state where
the first connecting/disconnecting mechanism (20,30) is
disengaged.
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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present disclosure relates to a control unit
of a vehicle having a connecting/disconnecting mecha-
nism provided on a power transmission path between a
rotating electric machine and an output shaft.

[Background Art]

[0002] Conventionally, in a vehicle having multiple
driving sources (e.g., engine, motor, motor generator),
clutches (connecting/disconnecting mechanisms) are in-
terposed on the power transmission paths between the
driving source and the output shaft, the engaging-disen-
gaging state of the clutch by being controlled, switching
of the driving source is performed. When a clutch is to
be engaged, synchronization of the rotation is achieved
so that the difference between the rotation speed of the
driving source side and that of the output shaft side is
equal to or less than a predetermined value (e.g., see
Patent Document 1).

[Prior Art Documents]

[Patent Literature]

[0003] [Patent Document 1] Japanese Laid-open Pat-
ent Publication No. 2017-5914

SUMMARY

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[Problems to be Solved by the Disclosure]

[0004] In order to synchronize the rotation for clutch
engagement, the driving source is controlled such that
the rotation speed of the driving source side matches the
rotation speed (hereinafter referred to as "axle rotation
speed") of the output shaft side. Generally, the driving
source is provided with a high-precision rotation speed
sensor for precisely controlling the operating state of the
driving source. However, since the axle rotation speed
is detected by a wheel speed sensor having a lower de-
tection precision than the rotation speed sensor provided
in the driving source, there is a problem that it is difficult
to accurately rotate synchronize rotation during clutch
engagement.
[0005] With the foregoing problems in view, one of the
objects of the vehicle controller of the present invention
is to improve the electric efficiency and prevent the power
performance from deteriorating. In addition to this object,
an effect which is derived from each configuration of an
embodiment to carry out the invention to be described
below and which conventional technique does not attain
can be regarded as another object of the present disclo-

sure.

[Means to Solve Problem]

[0006]

(1) A control unit disclosed herein for controlling a
vehicle, the vehicle including a first connecting/dis-
connecting mechanism disposed on a first power
transmission path between a first rotating electric
machine mounted on the vehicle and an output shaft
that drives a wheel, a first rotating electric machine
speed sensor that detects a rotation speed of the
first rotating electric machine as a first rotation
speed, and a wheel speed sensor that detects a ro-
tation speed of the wheel as a wheel speed, the con-
trol unit including: a first calculator that calculates an
axle rotation speed representing a rotation speed of
the output shaft based on the first rotation speed in
a state where the first connecting/disconnecting
mechanism is engaged; a monitoring unit that cal-
culates a deviation between the axle rotation speed
calculated by the first calculator and the wheel
speed; and a second calculator that calculates the
axle rotation speed by calibrating the wheel speed
based on the calculated deviation in a state where
the first connecting/disconnecting mechanism is dis-
engaged.
(2) Preferably, the monitoring unit periodically calcu-
lates the deviation while the vehicle is running and
stores an average value of a plurality of the devia-
tions periodically calculated.
(3) Preferably, the vehicle further includes a second
rotating electric machine mounted on a second pow-
er transmission path connected to the output shaft
and a second connecting/disconnecting mechanism
disposed on the second power transmission path. In
this case, it is preferable the control unit further in-
cludes a controller that controls respective engag-
ing-disengaging states of the first connecting/dis-
connecting mechanism and the second connect-
ing/disconnecting mechanism; and the controller us-
es the axle rotation speed calculated by the second
calculator to synchronize rotation of the second con-
necting/disconnecting mechanism to engage the
second connecting/disconnecting mechanism in a
state where the first connecting/disconnecting
mechanism is disengaged.
(4) The first power transmission path and the second
power transmission path are preferably configured
such that a number of transmission stages from the
output shaft to the first rotating electric machine is
less than a number of transmission stages from the
output shaft to the second rotating electric machine.
(5) It is preferable that the vehicle further includes
an engine that is mounted on the vehicle and that
causes the second rotating electric machine to gen-
erate electric power, and power of the engine is
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transmitted to the output shaft through the second
power transmission path; and the second connect-
ing/disconnecting mechanism has a function of en-
gaging and disengaging the power through the sec-
ond power transmission path and a function of
switching between a high-gear stage and a low-gear
stage.
(6) Preferably, the controller uses the axle rotation
speed calculated by the first calculator to synchro-
nize rotation of the second connecting/disconnecting
mechanism to engage the second connecting/dis-
connecting mechanism in a state where the first con-
necting/disconnecting mechanism is engaged.
(7) Preferably, the vehicle further includes a second
rotating electric machine speed sensor that detects
a rotation speed of the second rotating electric ma-
chine as a second rotation speed. In this case, it is
preferable that, in engaging the second connect-
ing/disconnecting mechanism in a state where the
first connecting/disconnecting mechanism is disen-
gaged, the controller engages the second connect-
ing/disconnecting mechanism after controlling,
based on the axle rotation speed calculated by the
second calculator and the second rotation speed de-
tected by the second rotating electric machine speed
sensor, the second rotating electric machine such
that rotation of the second connecting/disconnecting
mechanism synchronizes.
(8) Preferably, the control unit further includes a sub-
controller that controls an engaging-disengaging
state of the first connecting/disconnecting mecha-
nism. In this case, it is preferable that, in engaging
the first connecting/disconnecting mechanism in a
state of being disengaged, the sub-controller engag-
es the first connecting/disconnecting mechanism af-
ter controlling, based on the axle rotation speed cal-
culated by the second calculator and the first rotation
speed detected by the first rotating electric machine
speed sensor, the first rotating electric machine such
that rotation of the first connecting/disconnecting
mechanism synchronizes.
(9) Preferably, the vehicle further includes a second
rotating electric machine speed sensor that detects
a rotation speed of the second rotating electric ma-
chine as a second rotation speed. In this case, it is
preferable that each of the first connecting/discon-
necting mechanism and the second connecting/dis-
connecting mechanism is a dog clutch; the first cal-
culator calculates the axle rotation speed based on
the second rotation speed in a state where the sec-
ond connecting/disconnecting mechanism on the
second power transmission path is engaged; the
monitoring unit calculates a second deviation repre-
senting a deviation between the axle rotation speed
calculated based on the second rotation speed and
the wheel speed; the second calculator calculates
the axle rotation speed using the wheel speed and
the second deviation in the state where the second

connecting/disconnecting mechanism on the sec-
ond power transmission path is disengaged; and the
controller uses the axle rotation speed calculated
from the wheel speed and the second deviation to
synchronize rotation of the first connecting/discon-
necting mechanism to engage the first connect-
ing/disconnecting mechanism in a state where the
second connecting/disconnecting mechanism on
the second power transmission path is disengaged.
(10) The control unit preferably includes a prohibitor
that prohibits, when the deviation is a predetermined
value or more, the first connecting/disconnecting
mechanism from being disengaged.
(11) Preferably, the vehicle includes the first rotating
electric machine that drives one of a front wheel and
a rear wheel, a third rotating electric machine that
drives the other one of the front wheel and the rear
wheel without being interposed by a connecting/dis-
connecting mechanism, and a third rotating electric
machine speed sensor that detects a rotation speed
of the third rotating electric machine as a third rota-
tion speed. In this case, it is preferable that when the
wheel speed sensor has a failure, the second calcu-
lator calculates, based on the third rotation speed, a
rotation speed of an axle connected to the one wheel.

[Effect of the Disclosure]

[0007] According to the control unit disclosed herein,
the axle rotation speed can be precisely calculated.

[Brief Description of the Drawings]

[0008]

[FIG. 1] FIG. 1 is a top view illustrating an internal
structure of a vehicle mounted with a control unit
according to an embodiment;
[FIG. 2] FIG. 2 is a schematic side view showing a
powertrain including a transaxle mounted on the ve-
hicle of FIG. 1;
[FIG. 3] FIG. 3 is a skeleton diagram showing a pow-
ertrain including the transaxle of FIG. 2;
[FIG. 4] FIG. 4 is a flowchart example implemented
in the monitoring unit of the control unit of FIG. 1,
Fig. 4(a) being selected in an EV mode or series
mode, and Fig. 4(b) being selected in a parallel
mode; and
[FIG. 5] FIG. 5 is a flowchart example for explaining
the content of control performed by the control unit
of FIG. 1.

[Embodiment to Carry out the Disclosure]

[0009] Description will now be made in relation to a
vehicle control unit according to an embodiment with ref-
erence to the accompanying drawings. The following em-
bodiment is merely illustrative and is not intended to ex-
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clude the application of various modifications and tech-
niques not explicitly described in the embodiment. Each
configuration of the present embodiment can be variously
modified and implemented without departing from the
scope thereof. Also, the configuration can be selected or
omitted according to the requirement or appropriately
combined.

[1. Overall Configuration]

[0010] A control unit 5 of the present embodiment is
applied to a vehicle 10 shown in FIG. 1, and controls a
transaxle 1 mounted on the vehicle 10. The vehicle 10
is a FF-type hybrid vehicle equipped with an engine 2 as
a driving source and a motor 3 (electric motor, a first
rotating electric machine) for running, and a generator 4
(a second rotating electric machine) for power genera-
tion. The generator 4 is coupled to the engine 2 and is
operable independently of the operating state of the mo-
tor 3. In addition, three of running modes of an EV mode,
a series mode, and a parallel mode are prepared for the
vehicle 10. These running modes, by the control unit 5,
are alternatively selected according to the vehicle state
and the running state, and a required output of the driver,
and the engine 2, the motor 3, and the generator 4 are
individually used depending on the selected mode.
[0011] The EV mode is a running mode in which the
vehicle 10 is driven only on the motor 3 using the charged
power of a driving-purpose battery 6, stopping the engine
2 and the generator 4. The EV mode is selected when a
driving load and a vehicle speed are low or the charging
level of the battery 6 is high. The series mode is a running
mode in which the generator 4 is driven by the engine 2
to generate electric power and also the vehicle 10 is driv-
en by the motor 3 using the generated electric power.
The series mode is selected when a running load and a
vehicle speed are moderate, or the charging level of the
battery 6 is low. The parallel mode is a running mode in
which the vehicle 10 is driven mainly by the power of the
engine 2 and the driving of the vehicle 10 is assisted by
the motor 3 if necessary, and is selected when a running
load and a vehicle speed are high.
[0012] The diving wheels 8 (wheels, front wheels in
this embodiment), the engine 2 and the motor 3 are con-
nected in parallel through the transaxle 1, and the re-
spective power of the engine 2 and the motor 3 are indi-
vidually transmitted from different power transmission
paths. This means that each of the engine 2 and the
motor 3 is a driving source that drives the output shaft
12 of the vehicle 10. Further, to the engine 2, the gener-
ator 4 and the driving wheels 8 are connected in parallel
through the transaxle 1, and the power of the engine 2
is also transmitted to the generator 4 in addition to the
driving wheels 8.
[0013] The transaxle 1 is a power transmission device
formed by integrating a final drive (final reduction gear)
including a differential gear 18 (differential device) and a
transmission (reduction gear), and incorporates therein

multiple mechanisms that is involved in power transmis-
sion between the driving source and a driven device. The
transaxle 1 of the present embodiment is configured to
enable high-low switching (switching between the high-
speed stage and the low-speed stage). In the running in
the parallel mode, the high-gear stage and the low-gear
stage are switched by the control unit 5 according to, for
example, the running state or the required output. Here-
inafter, the running in the parallel mode is also referred
to as "parallel driving".
[0014] The engine 2 is an internal combustion engine
(gasoline engine, diesel engine) that uses gasoline or
diesel oil as fuel. The engine 2 is a so-called lateral engine
arranged laterally such that the direction of a crankshaft
2a (rotary shaft) coincides with the width direction of the
vehicle 10, and is fixed to the right side surface of the
transaxle 1. The crankshaft 2a is positioned in parallel to
the drive shaft 9 of the drive wheels 8. The operating
state of the engine 2 is controlled by the control unit 5.
[0015] The motor 3 and the generator 4 of the present
embodiment are each an electric motor generator having
both a function as an electric motor and a function as a
generator. The motor 3 mainly functions as an electric
motor to drive the vehicle 10, and functions as a generator
during regeneration. The generator 4 functions as an
electric motor (starter) when starting the engine 2, and
generates electric power using the engine power when
the engine 2 is operating. An inverter (not shown) for
converting a direct current and an alternating current is
provided around (or in) each of the motor 3 and the gen-
erator 4. Each of the rotation speeds of the motor 3 and
the generator 4 is controlled by controlling the inverter.
Incidentally, the operating states of the motor 3, the gen-
erator 4, and the inverters are controlled by the control
unit 5.
[0016] FIG. 2 is a side view of the power train 7 as
viewed from the left side. The powertrain 7 includes the
engine 2, the motor 3, the generator 4, and the transaxle
1. In FIG. 2, the engine 2 is omitted.
[0017] In the vehicle 10, the control unit 5 for integrally
controlling various devices mounted on the vehicle 10.
Further, the vehicle 10 includes an acceleration opening
sensor 41 that detects the depression amount of the ac-
celerator pedal (degree of acceleration opening), a wheel
speed sensor 42 that detects the wheel speed Nw rep-
resenting a rotation speed of the wheel, a motor rotation
speed sensor 43 (first rotating electric machine speed
sensor) that detects the rotation speed Nm (first rotation
speed) of the motor 3, a generator rotation speed sensor
44 (second rotating electric machine sensor)that detects
a rotation speed Ng of the generator 4 (second rotation
speed). The data detected by each of the sensors 41 to
44 is transmitted to the control unit 5. The motor rotation
speed sensor 43 and the generator rotation speed sensor
44 have higher detection precision than that of the wheel
speed sensor 42.
[0018] The control unit 5 is an electronic controller con-
figured to be an LSI device or an embedded electronic
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device in which, for example, a microprocessor, a ROM,
a RAM, and the like are integrated, and integrally controls
various devices mounted on the vehicle 10. The control
unit 5 of the present embodiment selects a running mode
in accordance with a required output of the driver or the
like, controls various devices (e.g., the engine 2 and the
motor 3) according to the selected running mode, and
also controls the disengaging state of the clutches 20
and 30 in the transaxle 1. This control will be described
below.

[2. Transaxle]

[0019] FIG. 3 is a skeleton diagram of a powertrain 7
including the transaxle 1 of the present embodiment. As
shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the transaxle 1 is provided with
six shafts 11-16 arranged in parallel to each other. Here-
inafter, a rotary shaft connected coaxially with the crank-
shaft 2a is referred to as an input shaft 11.
[0020] Similarly, rotary shafts connected coaxially with
the drive shaft 9, a rotary shaft 3a of the motor 3, a rotary
shaft 4a of the generator 4 are referred to as an output
shaft 12, a motor shaft 13, a generator shaft 14, respec-
tively. Further, the rotary shaft disposed on the power
transmission path between the input shaft 11 and the
output shaft 12 is referred to as a first counter shaft 15,
and the rotary shaft disposed on the power transmission
path between the motor shaft 13 and the output shaft 12
referred to as a second counter shaft 16. The both ends
of each of the six shafts 11-16 are journaled to a casing
1C through non-illustrated bearings.
[0021] Three power transmission paths connected to
the output shaft 12 are formed inside the transaxle 1.
Specifically, as shown by a two-dotted chain line in FIG.
2, a power transmission path (hereinafter referred to as
"a first path 51") from the motor 3 to the output shaft 12
through the motor shaft 13, a power transmission path
(hereinafter referred to as "a second path 52") from the
engine 2 to the output shaft 12 through the input shaft
11, and a power transmission path (hereinafter referred
to as "a third path 53") from the engine 2 to the generator
shaft 14 through the input shaft 11 are formed. Here, the
first path 51 and the second path 52 are driving-power
transmission paths, the third path 53 is a power-gener-
ation-power transmission path.
[0022] The first path 51 (first power transmission path)
is a path related to power transmission between the motor
3 and the drive wheels 8, which is involved in the power
transmission of the motor 3. On the first path 51, the
motor shaft 13 to which power is transmitted by rotating
in synchronization with the motor 3 and a second counter
shaft 16 to which the power of the motor shaft 13 power
is transmitted are provided, and, on an intermediate point
of the first path 51, a first dog clutch 20 (first connect-
ing/disconnecting mechanism, dog clutch) that is to be
described below and that disengages the power trans-
mission through the first path 51 is interposed.
[0023] On the second path 52 (second power trans-

mission path), the input shaft 11 to which power is trans-
mitted by rotating in synchronization with the generator
4 and a first counter shaft 15 to which the power of the
input shaft 11 power is transmitted are provided, and on
an intermediate point of the second path 52, a second
dog clutch 30 (second connecting/disconnecting mech-
anism, dog clutch) that is to be described below and that
disengages the power transmission through the second
path 52 and switches between high and low is interposed.
[0024] The third path 53 is a path relating to power
transmission between the engine 2 and the generator 4,
and is involved in power transmission at the start of the
engine and power transmission at the time of electric
power generation by the engine 2.
[0025] Next, the configuration of the transaxle 1 will be
detailed with reference to FIG. 3. In the following descrip-
tion, a "fixed gear" means a gear provided integrally with
a shaft and rotates in synchronization with the shaft (in-
capable of relative rotating). Further, the "idle gear"
means a gear which is rotatably pivoted to the shaft.
[0026] The input shaft 11 is provided with, in sequence
from the side near to the engine 2, a fixed gear 11a, the
second dog clutch 30 on the high side (hereinafter, re-
ferred to as "the high-side dog clutch 30H"), an idle gear
11H, and a fixed gear 11L. Further, the first counter shaft
15 is provided with, in sequence from the side near to
the engine 2, a fixed gear 15a, a fixed gear 15H, an idle
gear 15L, the second dog clutch 30 on the low side (here-
inafter, referred to as "the low-side dog clutch 30L").
[0027] The fixed gear 11a of the input shaft 11 always
meshes with the fixed gear 14a provided on the generator
shaft 14. This means that the input shaft 11 and the gen-
erator shaft 14 are connected via two fixed gears 11a
and 14a to make it possible to transmit power between
the engine 2 and the generator 4. Further, the fixed gear
15a of the first counter shaft 15 always meshes with a
ring gear 18a of the differential 18 provided on the output
shaft 12.
[0028] The idle gear 11H of the input shaft 11 has more
teeth than the adjacent fixed gear 11L, and always mesh-
es with the fixed gear 15H of the first counter shaft 15 to
form a high-gear stage. Further, the fixed gear 11L of the
input shaft 11 always meshes with the idle gear 15L of
the first counter shaft 15 to form a low-gear stage. The
idle gears 11H and 15L have dog gears 11d and 15d
provided integrally on the side surface of each tooth sur-
face portion meshing with the fixed gears 15H and 11L,
respectively. Non-illustrated dog teeth are provided at
the end portions (edges on radially outer parts) of the
dog gears 11d and 15d.
[0029] The high-side clutch 30H and the low-side
clutch 30L that constitute the second dog clutch 30 are
clutch mechanisms provided on the second path 52, and
has a function to switch between the high-gear stage and
the low-gear stage in addition to a function of disengaging
power through the second path 52. In cases where the
running mode is the EV mode or the series mode, the
second dog clutch is disengaged; and in cases where
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the running mode is the parallel mode, the second dog
clutch 30 is engaged. In the present embodiment, when
the running mode is the parallel mode, one of the high-
side dog clutch 30H and the low-side dog clutch 30L is
engaged and the other is disengaged. Incidentally, which
of the clutches 30H, 30L is engaged is determined on
the basis of, for example, the running state and the re-
quired output of the vehicle 10.
[0030] The high-side dog clutch 30H has a hub 31H
fixed to the input shaft 11 and an annular sleeve 32H.
Further, the low-side dog clutch 30L has a hub 31L fixed
to the first counter shaft 15 and an annular sleeve 32L.
The sleeves 32H, 32L are incapable of rotating relative
to the respective hubs 31H, 32L and are coupled to the
respective hubs 31H, 31L so as to be slidable in the axial
direction of the hubs 31H, 31L. Each of the sleeves 32H,
32L slides in the axis direction by the control unit 5 con-
trolling a non-illustrated actuator (e.g. servo motor). A
stroke sensor that detects a movement amount (stroke
amount) (not shown) is provided near each of the sleeves
32H, 32L. Further, spline teeth (not shown) that mesh
with the dog teeth of the dog gears 11d and 15d are
provided radially inward parts of the sleeves 32H and
32L, respectively.
[0031] In a state where the sleeve 32H engages with
the dog gear 11d, the driving force from the engine 2 is
transmitted to the output shaft 12 through the gear pair
11H and 15H on the high side. Conversely, in a state
where the sleeve 32H is disengaged from the dog gear
11d, the idle gear 11H becomes idle state so that the
second path 52 comes into a state the power transmis-
sion on the high side of the second path 52 is shut. Fur-
ther, in a state where the sleeve 32L engages with the
dog gear 15d, the driving force from the engine 2 is trans-
mitted to the output shaft 12 through the gear pair 11L
and 15L on the low side. In contrast, in cases where the
sleeve 32L is separated from the dog gear 15d, the idle
gear 5L becomes idle state so that the second path 52
comes into a state the power transmission on the low
side of the second path 52 is shut.
[0032] The second counter shaft 16 is provided with,
in sequence from the side near to the engine 2, a first
dog clutch 20, an idle gear 16M, a parking gear 19, and
a fixed gear 16a. The fixed gear 16a always engages
with the ring gear 18a of the differential 18. The parking
gear 19 is a component constituting the parking locking
device. When the P-range is selected by the driver, the
parking gear 19 engages with a parking plug (not shown)
to inhibit rotation of the second counter shaft 16 (i.e.,
output shaft 12).
[0033] The idle gear 16M has more teeth than the fixed
gear 13a provided on the motor shaft 13, and always
meshes with the fixed gear 13a. The idle gear 16M has
dog gears 16d provided integrally on the right side of the
tooth surface portion meshing with the fixed gear 13a. At
the tip portion of the dog gear 16d, dog teeth are provided.
The first dog clutch 20 has a hub 21 which is fixed to the
second counter shaft 16, and an annular sleeve 22 which

is incapable of relatively rotate around the hub 21 (second
counter shaft 16) and is slidably coupled to the hub 21
in the axial direction. The sleeve 22 slides in the axis
direction by the control unit 5 controlling a non-illustrated
actuator and the movement amount (stroke amount) of
the sleeve 22 is detected by a non-illustrated stroke sen-
sor. Spline teeth (not shown) that mesh with the dog teeth
at the tip of the dog gear 16d are provided radially inward
of the sleeve 22.
[0034] In the present embodiment, the first dog clutch
20 is engaged when the running mode is the EV mode
or the series mode, or when the running mode is the
parallel mode and motor assist is required. That is, the
sleeve 22 is meshed (engaged) with the dog gear 16d,
and the driving force from the motor 3 is transmitted to
the output shaft 12. Further, when the running mode is
a parallel mode and the assist by the motor 3 is not re-
quired, the first dog clutch 20 is disengaged. That is, the
sleeve 22 and the dog gear 16d are separated, and the
idle gear 16M comes into an idle state, so that the power
transmission of the first path 51 comes into a state the
power transmission on the first path 51 is shut.
[0035] Further, in the transaxle 1 of the present em-
bodiment, the first path 51 and the second path 52 are
formed such that the number of transmission stages from
the output shaft 12 to the motor 3 is two in contrast to the
number of transmission stages from the output shaft 12
to the generator 4 being three. This means that, in the
present embodiment, the power of the generator 4 is shift-
ed at three positions of: the fixed gear 14a and the fixed
gear 11a; the high-gear stage or the low-gear stage; and
the fixed gear 15a and the ring gear 18a until reaching
the output shaft 12. In contrast, the power of the motor
3 is shifted at two positions of: the fixed gear 13a and the
idle rolling gear 16M; and the fixed gear 16a and the ring
gear 18a until reaching the output shaft 12.

[3. Overview of Control]

[0036] In the transaxle 1 described above, the control
unit 5 selects a running mode in accordance with, for
example, a running state of the vehicle 10 and the re-
quired output of the driver and also controls the engaging-
disengaging states of the clutches 20, 30 in accordance
with the selected running mode. The control unit 5 of the
present embodiment synchronizes the rotation speed of
the driving source side with the rotation speed of the out-
put shaft 12 side when engaging the clutches 20, 30. In
this synchronization, the control unit 5 changes a value
to be referred to so as to enhance the precision thereof
according to the circumstance.
[0037] Further, in the state where the first dog clutch
20 is engaged, the control unit 5 calculates a deviation
X (= Nam-Nw) between the value Nw detected by the
wheel speed sensor 42 and the value Nam obtained by
converting (calculating) the value Nm detected by the
motor rotation speed sensor 43 into an axle rotation
speed value, and stores the deviation X. Similarly, in the
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state where the second dog clutch 30 is engaged, the
control unit calculates a deviation Y (= Nag-Nw) between
the value Nw detected by the wheel speed sensor 42 and
the value Nag obtained by converting (calculating) a val-
ue Ng detected by the generator rotation speed sensor
44 into an axle rotation speed and stores the deviation
Y. These deviations (misalignments) X and Y are used
to correct the wheel speed Nw detected when the clutch-
es 20 and 30 are in the disengaging state (during being
disengaged), and are calculated as the axle rotational
speeds Nax and Nay at that time. The deviation X, Y will
be described below.
[0038] Hereinafter, when two deviations X and Y are
distinguished from each other, the former is called a first
deviation X, and the latter is called a second deviation
Y. While the state of the clutches 20 and 30 are in the
disengaging state, the rotation can be accurately syn-
chronized by correcting the wheel speed Nw on the basis
of the calculated deviations X and Y and calculating the
axle rotation speeds Nax and Nay.
[0039] Furthermore, when the first deviation X is a pre-
determined value Xp or more, the control unit 5 of the
present embodiment determines the wheel speed sensor
42 and/or the motor rotation speed sensor 43 have a
possibility of having a failure, and prohibits disengage-
ment of the first dog clutch 20.
[0040] The control unit 5 of the present embodiment
periodically calculates and stores (updates) the above
deviations X, Y during a single driving cycle (from IG-ON
to IG-OFF), calculates the average values Xav, Yav of
the deviations X, Y, respectively. These average values
Xav, Yav are added to the wheel speed Nw detected
during the disengagement of the clutch 20 or 30, and are
calculated as the axle rotation speed Nax, Nay at that
time. Hereinafter, the rotation synchronization of each of
the clutches 20, 30 will be detailed.
[0041] When the first dog clutch 20 in the disengaging
state is to be engaged, the rotation speed of the motor 3
side (dog gear 16d) can be obtained from the motor ro-
tation speed Nm detected by the motor rotation speed
sensor 43 and the gear ratio of the fixed gears 13a, 16M.
On the other hand, the rotation speed of the output shaft
12 side (sleeve 22) is determined from the axle rotation
speed being the rotation speed of the output shaft 12 and
the gear ratio of the fixed gear 16a and the ring gear 18a.
[0042] Here, when the first dog clutch 20 is to be en-
gaged in a state where the second dog clutch 30 is en-
gaged, the axle rotation speed Nag is calculated on the
basis of the generator rotation speed Ng detected by the
generator rotation speed sensor 44. That is, in cases
where the first dog clutch 20 which is disengaged be-
cause the motor assist is not required during the parallel
running is to be reengaged, the rotation is synchronized
on the basis of the motor rotation speed Nm and the
generator rotation speed Ng without using the wheel
speed Nw.
[0043] In contrast, in cases where the first dog clutch
20 is to be engaged under the disengaging state of the

second dog clutch 30, since the generator rotation speed
Ng is not able to be used, the axle rotation speed Nay is
calculated on the basis of the wheel speed Nw detected
by the wheel speed sensor 42 and the average value
Yav stored (average value of the second deviation Y).
For example, when the parallel mode is switched to the
EV mode or the series mode, the axle rotation speed Nay
is calculated by correcting the wheel speed Nw on the
basis of the average value Yav of the second deviation
Y stored when the second dog clutch 30 is in the engaging
state and rotation is synchronized on the basis of the axle
rotation speed Nay and the motor rotation speed Nm.
[0044] Further, when the high-side dog clutch 30H in
the disengaging state is to be engaged, the rotation
speed of the generator 4 side (sleeve 32H) can be ob-
tained by the generator rotation speed Ng detected by
the generator rotation speed sensor 44 and the gear ratio
of the fixed gear 11a, 14a. On the other hand, the rotation
speed of the output shaft 12 side (dog gear 11d) is ob-
tained from the axle rotation speed, the gear ratio of the
high-gear stage, and the gear ratio of the fixed gear 15a
and the ring gear 18a.
[0045] Here, in cases where the high-side dog clutch
30H is to be engaged under the engaging state of the
first dog clutch 20, the axle rotation speed Nam is calcu-
lated on the basis of the motor rotation speed Nm detect-
ed by the motor rotation speed sensor 43. For example,
when the EV mode or the series mode is switched to the
parallel mode (high-gear stage), for example, rotation is
synchronized on the basis of the motor rotation speed
Nm and the generator rotation speed Ng without using
the wheel speed Nw.
[0046] In contrast, when the high-side dog clutch 30H
is to be engaged in the engaging state of the first dog
clutch 20, since the motor rotation speed Nm is not able
to be used, the axle rotation speed Nax is calculated on
the basis of the wheel speed Nw detected by the wheel
speed sensor 42 and the average value Xav stored (the
average value of the first deviation X). For example, when
the low-gear stage is switched to the high-gear stage
during the parallel running not requiring motor assist, the
axle rotation speed Nax is calculated by correcting the
wheel speed Nw on the basis of the average value Xav
of the first deviation X stored when the first dog clutch 20
is in the engaging state (during engagement) and the
rotation is synchronized on the basis of the axle rotation
speed Nax and the generator rotation speed Ng.
[0047] Further, in cases where the low-side clutch 30L
in the disengaging state is to be engaged, the rotation
speed of the generator 4 side (dog gear 15d) is obtained
from the generator rotation speed Ng, the gear ratio of
the fixed gear 11a, 14a, and the gear ratio of the low-
gear stage. On the other hand, the rotation speed of the
output shaft 12 side (sleeve 32L) is obtained from the
axle rotation speed, and the gear ratio of the fixed gear
15a and the ring gear 18a. Here, the low-side dog clutch
30L is to be engaged in the engaging state of the first
dog clutch 20, the axle rotation speed Nam is calculated
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on the basis of the motor rotation speed Nm likewise the
high side.
[0048] In contrast, when the low-side dog clutch 30L
is to be engaged in the engaging state of the first dog
clutch 20, since the motor rotation speed Nm is not able
to be used, the axle rotation speed Nax is calculated on
the basis of the wheel speed Nw detected by the wheel
speed sensor 42 and the average value Xav stored (the
average value of the first deviation X) likewise the high
side. For example, when the high-gear stage is switched
to the low-gear stage during the parallel running not re-
quiring motor assist, the axle rotation speed Nax is cal-
culated by correcting the wheel speed Nw on the basis
of the average value Xav of the first deviation X stored
while the first dog clutch 20 is engaged and the rotation
is synchronized on the basis of the axle rotation speed
Nax and the generator rotation speed Ng.

[4. Control Configuration]

[0049] The control unit 5 is provided with a selector 5A,
a first calculator 5B, a monitoring unit 5C, a second cal-
culator 5D, a controller 5E, and a prohibitor 5F as ele-
ments for executing clutch engaging and disengaging
control including the above-described rotation synchro-
nization and prohibition of disengaging the first dog clutch
20. These elements indicate some functions of the pro-
gram executed by the control unit 5, and are assumed
to be implemented by software. However, some or all of
the functions may be achieved by hardware (electronic
circuits), or may be achieved by a combination of soft-
ware and hardware.
[0050] The selector 5A selects a running mode from
the EV mode, the series mode, and the parallel mode on
the basis of the driving state of the vehicle 10, the required
output of the driver, and the charging state of battery 6.
Here, the required output is the output (output demand)
the driver demands with respect to the vehicle 10, and
is estimated (calculated) on the basis of, for example,
the degree of accelerator opening or the vehicle speed.
The selector 5A selects the EV mode when the vehicle
10 starts or stops, for example. In addition, the selector
5A selects the parallel mode when the running load or
vehicle speed is high, and selects the series mode when
the charging rate of the battery 6 is low. While the parallel
mode is selected, the selector 5A of the present embod-
iment determines, for example, on the basis of the re-
quired output or the vehicle speed, whether or not motor
assist is required.
[0051] The first calculator 5B calculates the axle rota-
tion speed Nam based on the motor rotation speed Nm
in the engaging state of the first dog clutch 20. The first
calculator 5B of the present embodiment, under the en-
gaging state of the second dog clutch 30, also calculates
the axle rotation speed Nag based on the generator ro-
tation speed Ng. The first calculator 5B may calculate
the axle rotation speed Nam, Nag based on the motor
rotation speed Nm and the generator rotation speed Ng,

respectively, when both clutches 20, 30 are engaged.
[0052] The monitoring unit 5C calculates (obtains) the
deviation X (first deviation) between the axle rotational
speed Nam calculated by the first calculator 5B and the
wheel speed Nw. The monitoring unit 5C of this embod-
iment also calculates (obtains) the deviation Y (second
deviation) between the axle rotation speed Nag calculat-
ed by the first calculator 5B and the wheel speed Nw.
That is, when the axle rotation speeds Nam and Nag are
transmitted from the first calculator 5B, the values X (=
Nam-Nw) and Y (= Nag-Nw) are calculated by subtracting
the wheel speed Nw detected at that time from the re-
spective values Nam and Nag. The monitoring unit 5C
preferably calculates the deviations X, Y when the wheels
are not slipping or locking while the vehicle 10 is running
(when running normally).
[0053] The monitoring unit 5C of the present embodi-
ment calculates and stores the first deviation X and the
second deviation Y periodically during running of the ve-
hicle 10. Then, the average value Xav of all the stored
first deviations X is calculated, and is stored in place of
the currently stored average value Xav (i.e., the average
value Xav is updated). The average value Yav of the
second deviation Y is calculated and stored (updated) in
the same manner. The monitoring unit 5C may store a
single average value Xav of the first deviation X and a
single average value Yav of the second deviation Y, or
may associate the deviations X and Y with driving state
(e.g., vehicle speed and load) and thereby store (i.e.,
multiple) average values Xav and Yav for each driving
state.
[0054] The second calculator 5D calculates the axle
rotation speed Nax by correcting the wheel speed Nw on
the basis of the first deviation X calculated (stored) in the
disengaging state of the first dog clutch 20. In the disen-
gaging state of the second dog clutch 30, the second
calculator 5D of the present embodiment also calculates
the axle rotation speed Nay by also correcting the wheel
speed Nw on the basis of the second deviation Y. When
the average values Xav and Yav are stored in the mon-
itoring unit 5C for each driving state, the second calcu-
lating unit 5D preferably calculates the axle rotational
speeds Nax and Nay by selecting the average values
Xav and Yav corresponding to the driving state at the
time of the calculation.
[0055] In other words, in the control unit 5, the axle
rotation speed Nam is calculated by the first calculator
5B in the engaging state of the first dog clutch 20, and
the axle rotation speed Nax is calculated by the second
calculator 5D in the disengaging state of the first dog
clutch 20. Further, the axle rotation speed Nag is calcu-
lated by the first calculator 5B in the engaging state of
the second dog clutch 30 and the axle rotation speed
Nay is calculated by the second calculator 5D in the dis-
engaging state of the second dog clutch 30.
[0056] The controller 5E controls the engaging-disen-
gaging state of the first dog clutch 20 and the engaging-
disengaging state of the second dog clutch 30 in accord-
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ance with the running mode selected by the selector 5A.
Specifically, when the first dog clutch 20 in the disengag-
ing state is to be engaged, the controller 5E synchronizes
rotation by controlling the torque of the motor 3 such that
the rotation speed of the motor 3 side (dog gear 16d)
coincides with the rotation speed of the output shaft 12
side (sleeve 22). Then, the control unit 5A moves the
sleeve 22 in a direction toward the dog gear 16d by con-
trolling the actuator. Incidentally, the controller 5E of the
present embodiment includes a function as a sub-con-
troller that controls the engaging-disengaging state of the
first dog clutch 20.
[0057] When the first dog clutch 20 is to be engaged
in the engaging state of the second dog clutch 30, the
controller 5E obtains the rotation speed of the output shaft
12 side using the axle rotation speed Nag calculated by
the first calculator 5B. That is, in this case, the controller
5E engages the first dog clutch 20 after controlling the
motor 3 such that the rotation of the first dog clutch 20 is
synchronized on the basis of the axle rotation speed Nag
calculated by the first calculator 5B and the motor rotation
speed Nm detected by the motor rotation speed sensor
43.
[0058] Further, when the first dog clutch 20 is to be
engaged in the disengaging state of the second dog
clutch 30, the controller 5E obtains the rotation speed of
the output shaft 12 side using the axle rotation speed
Nay calculated by the second calculator 5D. That is, in
this case, the controller 5E engages the first dog clutch
20 after controlling the motor 3 such that the rotation of
the first dog clutch 20 is synchronized on the basis of the
axle rotation speed Nay calculated by the second calcu-
lator 5D and the motor rotation speed Nm detected by
the motor rotation speed sensor 43. The above control
precisely obtains the axle rotation speed, regardless of
the engaging-disengaging state of the second dog clutch
30, so that the precision of the rotation synchronization
can be enhanced.
[0059] Further, when the rotation speed of the gener-
ator 4 side is to be made coincide with the rotation speed
of the output shaft 12 side in order to engage the second
dog clutch 30, the controller 5E controls the torque of the
generator 4 to accomplish the rotation synchronization.
Then, the controller 5E moves the sleeve 32H or 32L in
a direction toward the dog gear 11d or 15d by controlling
the actuator. When the second dog clutch 30 is to be
engaged in the engaging state of the first dog clutch 20,
the controller 5E obtains the rotation speed of the output
shaft 12 side using the axle rotation speed Nam calcu-
lated by the first calculator 5B. That is, in this case, the
controller 5E engages the second dog clutch 30 after
controlling the generator 4 on the basis of the axle rotation
speed Nam calculated by the first calculator 5B and the
generator rotation speed Ng detected by the generator
rotation speed sensor 44 such that the second clutch 30
synchronizes the rotation.
[0060] Further, when the second dog clutch 30 is to be
engaged in the disengaging state of the first dog clutch

20, the controller 5E obtains the rotation speed of the
output shaft 12 side using the axle rotation speed Nax
calculated by the second calculator 5D. That is, in this
case, the controller 5E engages the second dog clutch
30 after controlling the generator 4 on the basis of the
axle rotation speed Nax calculated by the second calcu-
lator 5D and the generator rotation speed Ng detected
by the generator rotation speed sensor 44 such that the
second clutch 30 synchronizes the rotation. The above
control precisely obtains the axle rotation speed, regard-
less of the engaging-disengaging state of the first dog
clutch 20, so that the precision of the rotation synchroni-
zation can be enhanced.
[0061] When the first deviation X stored in the moni-
toring unit 5C is a predetermined value Xp or more, the
prohibitor 5F determines that at least one of the wheel
speed sensor 42 and the motor rotation speed sensor 43
to have a possibility of having a failure, and prohibits the
disengagement of the first dog clutch 20. The predeter-
mined value Xp is set in advance to a value that can
discriminate the presence or absence of a failure. The
prohibitor 5F determines whether or not the first deviation
X is equal to or greater than the predetermined value Xp
regardless of the running modes or the engaging-disen-
gaging states of the clutches 20 and 30. The prohibitor
5F may determine that at least one of the wheel speed
sensor 42 and the generator rotation speed sensor 44
has a possibility of having a failure on the basis of the
second deviation Y and prohibit engagement of the sec-
ond dog clutch 30. Further, when determining that there
is a possibility of failure, the control unit 5 may light a
warning light indicating a failure, or may record a signal
indicating a failure.

[5. Flow chart]

[0062] FIGS. 4(a) and 4(b) are flowchart examples im-
plemented in the monitoring unit 5C of the control unit 5
described above. When the EV mode or the series mode
is selected in the selector 5A, the flowchart of FIG. 4(a)
is executed in a predetermined calculation cycle, and
when the parallel mode is selected, the flowchart of FIG.
4(b) is executed in a predetermined calculation cycle.
[0063] If the EV mode or series mode is selected, it is
determined that the first dog clutch 20 is in an engaging
state and the second dog clutch 30 is in a disengaging
state. In this case, as shown in FIG. 4(a), the motor ro-
tation speed Nm detected by the motor rotation speed
sensor 43 and the wheel speed Nw detected by the wheel
speed sensor 42 are obtained (Step S1). Then, the axle
rotation speed Nam is calculated on the basis of the motor
rotation speed Nm (Step S2), and the first deviation X is
calculated by subtracting the wheel speed Nw from the
axle rotation speed Nam (Step S3). Then, in Step S4,
the average value Xav of the first deviation X is calculat-
ed, and the new average value Xav is stored (updated).
[0064] If the parallel mode is selected, it is determined
the second dog clutch 30 is in the engaged state, and
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the engaging-disengaging state of the first dog clutch 20
is controlled in the disengaged state depending on
whether or not motor assist is required. In this case, as
shown in FIG. 4(b), the generator rotation speed Ng de-
tected by the generator rotation speed sensor 44 and the
wheel speed Nw detected by the wheel speed sensor 42
is obtained (Step S11). Then, the axle rotation speed
Nag is calculated on the basis of the generator rotation
speed Ng (Step S12), and the second deviation Y calcu-
lated by subtracting the wheel speed Nw from the axle
rotation speed Nag is calculated (Step S13). Then, in
Step S14, the average value Yav of the second deviation
Y is calculated, and the new average value Yav is stored
(updated).
[0065] FIG. 5 is an flowchart example executed in the
selector 5A, the first calculator 5B, the second calculator
5D, and the controller 5E of the control unit 5 described
above, and is executed in parallel with the flowcharts of
FIGS. 4(a) and 4(b). This flowchart is executed at a pre-
determined calculation cycle when, for example, the main
power supply of the vehicle 10 is turned on. It should be
noted that this calculation cycle does not need to be the
same as the calculation cycle when the flowcharts of
FIGS. 4(a) and 4(b) are implemented.
[0066] As shown in FIG. 5, in Step T1, the information
detected by each of the sensors 41 to 44 is obtained, and
in Step T2, it is determined whether or not the current
running mode is the EV mode or the series mode. If the
EV mode or the series mode, it is determined in Step T3
whether or not a condition for switching to the parallel
mode is satisfied. The condition includes, for example,
the vehicle speed equal to or higher than a predetermined
vehicle speed, and the running load equal to or higher
than a predetermined load. If this condition is satisfied,
the parallel mode is set in Step T4, and process (Steps
T5 to T7) for engaging the second dog clutch 30 is per-
formed.
[0067] First, the axle rotation speed Nam is calculated
on the basis of the motor rotation speed Nm in Step T5,
the generator 4 is controlled in Step T6 on the basis of
the axle rotation speed Nam and the generator rotation
speed Ng obtained in Step T1 such that the rotation is
synchronized. Then, in Step T7,when rotation is synchro-
nized, the actuator is controlled to engage second dog
clutch 30. That is, the high-side dog clutch 30H or the
low-side dog clutch 30L is engaged to make the power
of the engine 2 into a state transmittable to the output
shaft 12 and the flow is returned. If it is determined No
in Step T3, the EV mode or the series mode is kept, and
the flow is returned.
[0068] On the other hand, if it is determined that the
mode is the parallel mode in Step T2, the process pro-
ceeds to Step T8 to determine whether or not a switching
condition to the EV mode or the series mode is satisfied.
The condition includes, for example, the vehicle speed
lower than a predetermined vehicle speed, and the run-
ning load lower than a predetermined load. If this condi-
tion is not satisfied, that is, when the parallel mode is to

be kept, whether motor assist is required is determined
in Step T9.
[0069] If motor assist is not required, the process pro-
ceeds to Step T10 to disengage the first dog clutch 20.
Next, it is determined whether or not the switching con-
dition between the high-gear stage and the low-gear
stage is satisfied in Step T11, and if the condition is not
satisfied, the flow is returned. On the contrary, if the con-
dition is satisfied, the process (steps T12 to T14) for the
high-low switching is performed. Here, the high-low
switching condition includes, for example, the vehicle
speed in a high speed range and a high required output.
[0070] In Step T12, the axle rotation speed Nax is cal-
culated from the wheel speed Nw obtained in Step T1
and the average value Xav of the first deviation X stored
in Step S4 of FIG. 4(a). In Step T13, rotation synchroni-
zation is carried out on the basis of the axle rotation speed
Nax and the generator rotation speed Ng obtained in Step
T1, and the actuator is controlled to thereby switch be-
tween the high-gear stage and the low-gear stage (Step
T14). Incidentally, in Step T13, since the axle rotation
speed Nax considering the average value Xav of the first
deviation X is used, the precision of the rotation synchro-
nization is enhanced.
[0071] Further, if it is determined, during parallel run-
ning (No in Step T8), that the motor assist is required in
Step T9, the process proceeds to Step T15, in which
whether the first dog clutch 20 is engaged is determined.
If the first dog clutch 20 is in the engaging state, the flow
is returned because the motor assist can be immediately
executed. On the other hand, if the first dog clutch 20 is
in the disengaging state, the process proceeds to Step
T16 to calculate the axle rotation speed Nag from the
generator rotation speed Ng. Then, the rotation synchro-
nization is performed on the basis of the axle rotation
speed Nag and the motor rotation speed Nm obtained in
Step T1 (Step T17), and the actuator is controlled to
thereby engage the first dog clutch 20 (Step T18). This
enables motor assist.
[0072] Further, when the switching condition to EV
mode or series mode is satisfied in Step T8, the process
proceeds to Step T20 to set EV mode or series mode.
Then, the second dog clutch 30 is disengaged (Step T21),
whether the first dog clutch 20 is in the engaging state is
determined (Step T22). If the first dog clutch 20 is en-
gaged, this flow is returned because the running state
can be switched directly to the motor running.
[0073] On the other hand, if the first dog clutch 20 is
disconnected, the process proceeds to Step T23 to cal-
culate the axle rotation speed Nay from the wheel speed
Nw obtained in Step T1 and the average value Yav of
the second deviation Y stored in Step S14 of FIG. 4(b).
In Step T24, the rotation synchronization is performed
on the basis of the axle rotation speed Nay and the motor
rotation speed Nm acquired in Step T1, the first dog clutch
20 is engaged by controlling the actuator (Step T25). In-
cidentally, in Step T24, since the axle rotation speed Nay
considering the average value Yav of the second devia-
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tion Y is used, the precision of the rotation synchroniza-
tion is enhanced.

[6. Effect]

[0074]

(1) In the control unit 5 described above, when the
clutches 20, 30 are in the engaging state, the axle
rotation speed Nam, Nag are calculated on the basis
of the values Nm, Ng detected by the rotation speed
sensor 43 and 44 with high detection accuracy, and
the deviations X, Y of the axle rotation seed Nam,
Nag and the value Nw detected by the wheel speed
sensor 42 is calculated and stored. Therefore, even
under a situation in which only the value Nw detected
by the wheel speed sensor 42 can be used (i.e., while
the connecting/disconnecting mechanisms 20, 30
are disengaged), it is possible to calculate the axle
rotation speed accurately. Consequently, for exam-
ple, as in the above embodiment, it is possible to
enhance the accuracy of the rotation synchroniza-
tion when the clutches 20, 30 are engaged which are
disposed on the path 51 between the motor 3 and
the output shaft 12 and the path 52 between the gen-
erator 4 and the output shaft 12, so that vibration and
noise during clutch engagement can be suppressed.
(2) The monitoring unit 5C described above period-
ically calculates the deviations X, Y while the vehicle
10 is running, and stores the average values Xav,
Yav thereof, which can increase the calculation pre-
cision in the second calculator 5D. In addition, in cas-
es where the monitoring unit 5C calculates devia-
tions X and Y for each driving state (i.e., calculates
multiple deviations X and Y), since the second cal-
culator 5D selects the average values Xav, Yav cor-
responding to the driving state at the time of calcu-
lation, it is possible to further increase the calculation
accuracy of the axle rotation speed.
(3) The above-described controller 5E uses, when
the rotation of the second dog clutch 30 is to be syn-
chronized to engage the second dog clutch 30 in the
disengaged state of the first dog clutch 20, the axle
rotation speed Nax calculated by the second calcu-
lator 5D. Further, when the rotation of the first dog
clutch 20 is to be synchronized to engage the first
dog clutch 20 in the disengaged state of the second
dog clutch 30, the controller 5E uses the axle rotation
speed Nay calculated by the second calculator 5D.
Thus, when one of the clutches 30, 20 is to be en-
gaged in a state where the other clutch 20, 30 is
disengaged, since the wheel speed Nw uses the axle
rotation speeds Nax, Nay considering deviations X,
Y, it is possible to increase the rotation synchroniza-
tion accuracy and thereby suppress the vibration and
noise at the time of engagement of the clutches 20,
30.
(4) Further, since the transaxle 1 described above

includes transmission stages from the output shaft
12 to the motor 3 less in number than the transmis-
sion stages from the output shaft 12 to the generator
4, the control on the rotation synchronization can be
enhanced by using the axle rotation speed Nam
based on the motor rotation speed Nm having less
error in engaging the second dog clutch 30.
(5) The vehicle 10 described above is a hybrid vehi-
cle including the engine 2 and the motor 3 for driving
and a generator 4 for power generation, and the sec-
ond dog clutch 30 interposed on the second path 52
has a high-low switching function in addition to a
function to disengage the power transmission.
Therefore, even if the motor 3 is disconnected from
the output shaft 12 when switching between the high-
gear stage and the low-gear stage while the vehicle
10 is running mainly on the engine 2 (i.e., during
parallel running), it is possible to synchronize the ro-
tation using the axle rotation speed Nax calculated
by the second calculator 5D, quiet high-low switching
can be achieved. Besides, the vehicle 10 can be driv-
en by efficiently utilizing the engine output, which
can enhance the power performance.
(6) The above-described controller 5E uses, when
the rotation of the second dog clutch 30 is to be syn-
chronized to engage the second dog clutch 30 in the
engaging state of the first dog clutch 20, the axle
rotation speed Nam calculated by the first calculator
5B. Further, when the rotation of the first dog clutch
20 is to be synchronized to engage the first dog clutch
20 in the state where the second dog clutch 30 is
engaged, the controller 5E uses the axle rotation
speed Nag calculated by the first calculator 5B. Thus,
since, when one of the clutches 20, 30 is engaged
in a state where the other one of the clutches 30, 20
is engaged, the axle rotation speeds Nam, Nag cal-
culated on the basis of the values Nm, Ng of the
rotation speed sensor 43, 44 with high detection ac-
curacy are used, it is possible to increase the rotation
synchronization accuracy, and to suppress the vi-
bration and the noise at the time of engagement of
the clutch 20, 30.
(7) The above-described controller 5E engages,
when the second dog clutch 30 is to be engaged in
a disengaging state of the first dog clutch 20, the
second dog clutch 30 after controlling the generator
4 on the basis of the generator rotation speed Ng
and the axle rotation speed Nax calculated by the
second calculator 5D such that the rotation of the
second dog clutch 30 is synchronized, vibration and
noise at the time of engagement of the second dog
clutch 30 can be suppressed, enhancing the accu-
racy of the rotation synchronization.
(8) Since, when the first dog clutch 20 is to be en-
gaged from the disengaged state, the controller 5E
engages the first dog clutch 20 after controlling the
motor 3 on the basis of the motor rotation speed Nm
and the axle rotation speed Nay calculated by the
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second calculator 5D such that the rotation of first
dog clutch 20 is synchronized, vibration and noise
at the time of engagement of the first dog clutch 20
can be suppressed, enhancing the accuracy of the
rotation synchronization.
(9)When the first deviation X stored in the monitoring
unit 5C is a predetermined value Xp or more, i.e.,
when the first deviation X is large, the prohibitor 5F
described above determines that there is a high pos-
sibility that at least one of the motor rotation speed
sensor 43 and the wheel speed sensor 42 has a fail-
ure and prohibits the disengagement of the first dog
clutch 20. This can avoid vibration and noise gener-
ation at the time of engagement of the first dog clutch
20. Incidentally, when the prohibitor 5F determines,
based on the second deviation Y, that there is a high
possibility that at least one of the wheel speed sensor
42 and the generator rotation speed sensor 44 has
a failure and prohibits the disengagement of the first
dog clutch 30, vibration and noise generation at the
time of engagement of the second dog clutch 30 can
be suppressed.

[7. Modifications]

[0075] In the embodiment described above, the vehicle
10 is assumed to be a two-front-wheel-drive hybrid ve-
hicle that mounts the engine 2 and the motor 3 on the
front side thereof. The method for calculating the axle
rotation speed and the rotation synchronization control
described above can be applied to, as shown by a two-
dotted chain line in FIG. 1, a four-wheel-drive hybrid ve-
hicle that also mounts a rear motor 3R on the rear side
thereof. This means that the vehicle 10 may include a
front motor 3 (first rotating electric machine) for driving
the front wheels 8 and a rear motor 3R (third rotating
electric machine) for driving rear wheels 8R.
[0076] The rear motor 3R shown by a two-dotted chain
line in FIG. 1 is connected via a second transaxle 60 to
the axle connecting the right and left rear wheels 8R.
However, the second transaxle 60 does not include a
clutch. That is, the rear motor 3R is connected to the rear
wheels 8R without a clutch. Further, the vehicle is pro-
vided with a rear motor rotation speed sensor 48 for de-
tecting the rotation speed of the rear motor 3R (third ro-
tating electric machine speed sensor) is provided.
[0077] In such a four-wheel-drive hybrid vehicle, when
the wheel speed sensor 42 has a failure, the calculation
of the axle rotation speed uses the value (rear motor ro-
tation speed Nr) detected by the rear motor rotation
speed sensor 48 instead of the wheel speed Nw. That
is, when the wheel speed sensor 42 has a failure, the
above-described second calculator 5D calculates the ro-
tation speed (axle rotation speed) of the axle 9 connected
to the front wheels 8 (one of wheels) on the basis of the
rotation speed Nr of the rear motor 3R and the deviations
X, Y or the average values Xav, Yav calculated (stored)
by the monitoring unit 5C. With this configuration, the

calculation accuracy of the axle rotation speed can be
ensured even at the time of a failure of the wheel speed
sensor 42.
[0078] The configuration of this modification may be
applied to a hybrid vehicle in which the above-described
power train 7 is mounted on the rear side thereof to allow
the above motor 3 to drive rear wheels 8R and the third
rotating electric machine (motor) serving as a driving
source is mounted on the front side thereof to drive the
front wheels 8. The control of this modification can be
applied to a vehicle that includes at least a first rotating
electric machine for driving one of a set of the front wheels
8 and a set of the rear wheels 8R and a third evolving
armature for driving the other set of the wheels without
a connecting/disconnecting mechanism. Since the third
rotating electric machine is connected to the wheel with-
out being interposed by a clutch, the rotation speed of
the third rotating electric machine can be used in place
of the wheel side Nw regardless of the engaging-disen-
gaging state of the clutch.

[8. Miscellaneous]

[0079] The contents of the method for calculating the
axle rotation speed and the rotation synchronization con-
trol described above are examples, and are not limited
to those described above. For example, the monitoring
unit 5C may calculate deviations X, Y only once while
running, or may store (update) the deviations X, Y by
overwriting with the calculated deviations X, Y in place
of calculating and storing the average values Xav, Yav.
Further, the prohibitor 5F described above may be omit-
ted, and a sub-controller for controlling the engaging-dis-
engaging state of the first dog clutch 20 may be provided
independently of the controller 5E.
[0080] Further, in the above-described embodiment,
when the first dog clutch 20 is to be engaged in the state
where the second dog clutch 30 is disengaged, the axle
rotation speed Nay is calculated by correcting the wheel
speed Nw on the basis of the second deviation Y, but
alternatively the axle rotation speed Nax may be calcu-
lated by correcting the wheel speed Nw on the basis of
the first deviation X. Similarly, when the second dog
clutch 30 is to be engaged in the state where the first dog
clutch 20 is disengaged, the axle rotation speed Nax is
calculated by correcting the wheel speed Nw on the basis
of the first deviation X, but alternatively the axle rotation
speed Nay may be calculated by correcting the wheel
speed Nw on the basis of the second deviation Y. Ac-
cording to such a calculation method, even when the ve-
hicle 10 has one rotating electric machine, the same op-
eration and effect as those of the above-described em-
bodiment can be obtained.
[0081] The structure of the transaxle 1 controlled by
the control unit 5 described above is only an example,
and is not limited to that described above. For example,
in the transaxle 1 described above, the second dog clutch
30 is provided on each of the input shaft 11 and the first
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counter shaft 15, but alternatively, a single second dog
clutch may be provided either one of the shafts 11 and
15. Further, both the first clutch mechanism and the sec-
ond clutch mechanism are not limited to the dog clutches
and may alternatively be clutch mechanisms such as a
hydraulic friction clutch or an electromagnetic clutch. In
addition, these clutch mechanisms may be disposed at
positions other than those described above.
[0082] In addition, the above-described control can be
performed at the time of engagement of a dog clutch
even when one of the connecting/disconnecting mecha-
nism on the first path 51 and the connecting/disconnect-
ing mechanism on the second path 52 is a dog clutch
and the other is a connecting/disconnecting mechanism
of a hydraulic friction clutch, an electromagnetic clutch,
or the like.
[0083] For example, when only the connecting/discon-
necting mechanism of the first path 51 is a dog clutch,
the rotation speed of the generator 4 (the first rotating
electric machine) is detected by the generator rotation
speed sensor 44 (the first rotating electric machine speed
sensor), and the first calculator 5B calculates the axle
rotation speed Nag on the basis of the generator rotation
speed Ng (the first rotation speed) in the engaging state
of the connecting/disconnecting mechanism on the sec-
ond path 52. In addition, the monitoring unit 5C calculates
the deviation Y between the axle rotational speed Nag
and the wheel speed Nw. Then, if the second calculator
5D calculates the axle rotation speed Nay by correcting
the wheel side Nw on the basis of the deviation Y in the
disengaging state of the connecting/disconnecting
mechanism on the second path 52, the controller 5E can
synchronize the rotation accurately when causing the
dog clutch on the first path 51 to engage regardless of
the engaging-disengaging state on the second path 52.
[0084] The relative positions of the engine 2, the motor
3, and the generator 4 to the transaxle 1 are not limited
to those described above. Depending on these relative
positions, the arrangement of the six axles 11 to 16 in
the transaxle 1 may be set. The arrangement of the gears
provided on the respective shafts in the transaxle 1 is
also an example, and is not limited to the one described
above.
[0085] Further, the configuration of the powertrain 7
described above is an example, and to a vehicle having
a configuration other than the power train 7 described
above, the method for calculating the axle rotation speed
described above and the rotation synchronization control
may be applied. It is satisfactorily that the vehicle is pro-
vided with at least a connecting/disconnecting mecha-
nism disposed on a power transmission path between a
rotating electric machine (e.g., motor, generator, motor
generator) and the output shaft, a sensor for detecting
the rotation speed of the rotating electric machine, and
the wheel speed sensor.

[Description of Reference signs]

[0086]

2 engine
3 motor, front motor (first rotating

electric machine)
3R rear motor (third rotating electric

machine)
4 generator (first rotating electric

machine, second rotating electric
machine)

5 control unit
5B first calculator
5C monitoring unit
5D second calculator
5E controller (sub-controller)
5F prohibitor
8 driving wheel, front wheel, wheel
8R rear wheel, wheel
10 vehicle
12 output shaft
20 first dog clutch (first connect-

ing/disconnecting mechanism,
dog clutch)

30 second dog clutch (second con-
necting/disconnecting mecha-
nism, dog clutch)

42 wheel speed sensor
43 motor rotation speed sensor (first

rotating electric machine sensor)
44 generator rotation speed sensor

(first rotating electric machine
sensor, second rotating electric
machine sensor)

48 rear motor rotation speed sensor
(third rotating electric machine
sensor)

51 first path (first power transmission
path)

52 second path (second power
transmission path)

Nag,Nam,Nax,Nay axle rotation speed
Ng generator rotation speed (first ro-

tation speed, second rotation
speed)

Nm motor rotation speed (first rotation
speed)

Nw wheel speed
X first deviation
Xav average value
Xp predetermined value
Y second deviation
Yav average value
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Claims

1. A control unit for controlling a vehicle, the vehicle
comprising a first connecting/disconnecting mecha-
nism disposed on a first power transmission path
between a first rotating electric machine mounted on
the vehicle and an output shaft that drives a wheel,
a first rotating electric machine speed sensor that
detects a rotation speed of the first rotating electric
machine as a first rotation speed, and a wheel speed
sensor that detects a rotation speed of the wheel as
a wheel speed, the control unit comprising:

a first calculator that calculates an axle rotation
speed representing a rotation speed of the out-
put shaft based on the first rotation speed in a
state where the first connecting/disconnecting
mechanism is engaged;
a monitoring unit that calculates a deviation be-
tween the axle rotation speed calculated by the
first calculator and the wheel speed; and
a second calculator that calculates the axle ro-
tation speed by calibrating the wheel speed
based on the calculated deviation in a state
where the first connecting/disconnecting mech-
anism is disengaged.

2. The control unit according to claim 1, wherein the
monitoring unit periodically calculates the deviation
while the vehicle is running and stores an average
value of a plurality of the deviations periodically cal-
culated.

3. The control unit according to claim 1 or 2, wherein
the vehicle further comprises a second rotating elec-
tric machine mounted on a second power transmis-
sion path connected to the output shaft and a second
connecting/disconnecting mechanism disposed on
the second power transmission path;
the control unit further comprises a controller that
controls respective engaging-disengaging states of
the first connecting/disconnecting mechanism and
the second connecting/disconnecting mechanism;
and
the controller uses the axle rotation speed calculated
by the second calculator to synchronize rotation of
the second connecting/disconnecting mechanism to
engage the second connecting/disconnecting mech-
anism in a state where the first connecting/discon-
necting mechanism is disengaged.

4. The control unit according to claim 3, wherein the
first power transmission path and the second power
transmission path are configured such that a number
of transmission stages from the output shaft to the
first rotating electric machine is less than a number
of transmission stages from the output shaft to the
second rotating electric machine.

5. The control unit according to claim 3 or 4, wherein
the vehicle further comprises an engine that is
mounted on the vehicle and that causes the second
rotating electric machine to generate electric power,
and power of the engine is transmitted to the output
shaft through the second power transmission path;
and
the second connecting/disconnecting mechanism
has a function of engaging and disengaging the pow-
er through the second power transmission path and
a function of switching between a high-gear stage
and a low-gear stage.

6. The control unit according to any one of claims 3-5,
wherein the controller uses the axle rotation speed
calculated by the first calculator to synchronize ro-
tation of the second connecting/disconnecting
mechanism to engage the second connecting/dis-
connecting mechanism in a state where the first con-
necting/disconnecting mechanism is engaged.

7. The control unit according to any one of claims 3-6,
wherein:

the vehicle further comprises a second rotating
electric machine speed sensor that detects a ro-
tation speed of the second rotating electric ma-
chine as a second rotation speed;
in engaging the second connecting/disconnect-
ing mechanism in a state where the first con-
necting/disconnecting mechanism is disen-
gaged, the controller engages the second con-
necting/disconnecting mechanism after control-
ling, based on the axle rotation speed calculated
by the second calculator and the second rotation
speed detected by the second rotating electric
machine speed sensor, the second rotating
electric machine such that rotation of the second
connecting/disconnecting mechanism synchro-
nizes.

8. The control unit according to any one of claims 1-7,
wherein
the control unit further comprises a sub-controller
that controls an engaging-disengaging state of the
first connecting/disconnecting mechanism;
in engaging the first connecting/disconnecting
mechanism in a state of being disengaged, the sub-
controller engages the first connecting/disconnect-
ing mechanism after controlling, based on the axle
rotation speed calculated by the second calculator
and the first rotation speed detected by the first ro-
tating electric machine speed sensor, the first rotat-
ing electric machine such that rotation of the first
connecting/disconnecting mechanism synchroniz-
es.

9. The control unit according to any one of claims 3-6,
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wherein:

the vehicle further comprises a second rotating
electric machine speed sensor that detects a ro-
tation speed of the second rotating electric ma-
chine as a second rotation speed;
each of the first connecting/disconnecting
mechanism and the second connecting/discon-
necting mechanism is a dog clutch;
the first calculator calculates the axle rotation
speed based on the second rotation speed in a
state where the second connecting/disconnect-
ing mechanism on the second power transmis-
sion path is engaged;
the monitoring unit calculates a second devia-
tion representing a deviation between the axle
rotation speed calculated based on the second
rotation speed and the wheel speed;
the second calculator calculates the axle rota-
tion speed using the wheel speed and the sec-
ond deviation in the state where the second con-
necting/disconnecting mechanism on the sec-
ond power transmission path is disengaged; and
the controller uses the axle rotation speed cal-
culated from the wheel speed and the second
deviation to synchronize rotation of the first con-
necting/disconnecting mechanism to engage
the first connecting/disconnecting mechanism
in a state where the second connecting/discon-
necting mechanism on the second power trans-
mission path is disengaged.

10. The control unit according to any one of claims 1-9,
further comprising a prohibitor that prohibits, when
the deviation is a predetermined value or more, the
first connecting/disconnecting mechanism from be-
ing disengaged.

11. The control unit according to any one of claims 1-10,
wherein:

the vehicle comprises the first rotating electric
machine that drives one of a front wheel and a
rear wheel, a third rotating electric machine that
drives the other one of the front wheel and the
rear wheel without being interposed by a con-
necting/disconnecting mechanism, and a third
rotating electric machine speed sensor that de-
tects a rotation speed of the third rotating electric
machine as a third rotation speed; and
when the wheel speed sensor has a failure, the
second calculator calculates, based on the third
rotation speed, a rotation speed of an axle con-
nected to the one wheel.

27 28 



EP 3 722 141 A1

16



EP 3 722 141 A1

17



EP 3 722 141 A1

18



EP 3 722 141 A1

19



EP 3 722 141 A1

20



EP 3 722 141 A1

21

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 3 722 141 A1

22

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55



EP 3 722 141 A1

23

REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION

This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

• JP 2017005914 A [0003]


	bibliography
	abstract
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report
	cited references

