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(54) COOLING SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR COOLING AN ELECTRONICS CABINET

(57) A cooling system (100), in particular for electron-
ics cabinets (10), is proposed, comprising a casing (11),
wherein the casing (11) comprises at least a cabinet side
partitionment (12), wherein the cooling system (100)
comprises a first cooling circuit (15) and a second cooling
circuit (17), wherein the second cooling circuit (17) is an
active cooling circuit, wherein the first cooling circuit (15)
and the second cooling circuit (17) are thermally coupled,
wherein the second cooling circuit (17) is not disposed
in the cabinet side partitionment (12).
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a cooling sys-
tem, in particular for electronics cabinets, comprising a
first cooling circuit and a second cooling circuit. Further-
more, the present invention relates to a method for cool-
ing an electronics cabinet.

Technological background

[0002] Cooling system are used in a wide range of tech-
nical applications. One particular example is the use of
cooling systems for cooling electronics cabinets such as
switchboards, control cabinets, enclosure systems or
computer systems, or generally for any housing enclos-
ing heat producing components. Such cooling systems
usually comprise a cooling circuit, which can either be
configured as a passive cooling circuit or as an active
cooling circuit.
[0003] Prior art document DE 10 2012 108 110 B4 dis-
closes a cooling arrangement for the interior of an elec-
tronics cabinets comprising a first cooling circuit and a
second cooling circuit, which is fluidically separated from
the first cooling circuit.
[0004] For environmental protection reasons it has be-
come desirable to use refrigerants or coolants with a low
Global Warming Potential (GWP) in cooling systems.
However, most refrigerants or coolants with a low GWP
such as propane are combustible, inflammable or harm-
ful substances. This poses a problem in particular in cool-
ing systems for electronics cabinets because the com-
paratively small interior volume of electronic cabinets
prohibits the use of combustible or inflammable coolants
or refrigerants because of the risk of spark ignition in case
of leakage of the combustible or inflammable coolant or
refrigerant into the electronics cabinet.
[0005] Therefore, there is a need in the art for a cooling
system, in particular for electronics cabinets, which pro-
vides an effective cooling and allows the use of coolants
or refrigerants with a very low GWP.

Description of the invention: object, solution, advan-
tages

[0006] It is an object of the present invention to provide
a cooling system, in particular for electronics cabinets,
which provides an effective and environmental friendly
cooling and which furthermore satisfies Ingress Protec-
tion requirements. It is furthermore an object of the
present invention to provide a method for cooling an elec-
tronics cabinet, which provides these benefits.
[0007] To solve the object of the invention a cooling
system, in particular for electronics cabinets, is being pro-
posed, comprising a casing, wherein the casing compris-
es at least a cabinet side partitionment, wherein the cool-
ing system comprises a first cooling circuit and a second
cooling circuit, wherein the second cooling circuit is an
active cooling circuit, wherein the first cooling circuit and

the second cooling circuit are thermally coupled, wherein
the second cooling circuit is not disposed in the cabinet
side partitionment.
[0008] The inventive cooling system is suitable for any
housing enclosing heat producing components, in par-
ticular for electronics cabinets such as switchboards,
control cabinets, enclosure systems or computer sys-
tems.
[0009] In the context of the present invention an active
cooling circuit is a cooling circuit that involves the use of
energy to transfer heat from a region of lower temperature
to a region of higher temperature. An example for an
active cooling system is a vapor compression cycle cool-
ing system. Thus, an active cooling system is a cooling
system that may comprise a compressor or the like. In
contrast, a passive cooling system is a cooling system
that transfers heat from a region of higher temperature
to a region of lower temperature spontaneously. Exam-
ples of passive cooling systems are heat pipes, thermosi-
phons, pulsating heat pipes or water cooling systems.
Passive cooling systems may include components re-
quiring auxiliary energy such as fans or, in particular in
the case of water cooling systems, pumps to circulate a
coolant. However, the auxiliary energy used in these sys-
tems is only required to drive those supporting compo-
nents, while the heat flow is strictly passive and sponta-
neous from the region of higher temperature to the region
of lower temperature.
[0010] The cooling system comprises a casing with at
least a cabinet side partitionment. The cabinet side par-
titionment is preferably configured to be fluidically con-
nected to the interior of a housing comprising heat pro-
ducing components. The housing comprising heat pro-
ducing components is preferably an electronics cabinet.
Heated air from the interior of the housing can be circu-
lated through the cabinet side partitionment to transfer
heat to a heat absorbing heat exchanger section of the
first cooling circuit.
[0011] According to the invention the second cooling
circuit is not disposed in the cabinet side partitionment.
Therefore, in case of a leakage of a coolant or refrigerant
of the second cooling circuit the leaked coolant or refrig-
erant does not enter the interior of the housing comprising
the heat producing components. Thus, the risk of spark
ignition of the leaked coolant or refrigerant is reduced
and it is possible to use a refrigerant or coolant with a
low GWP and/or a combustible, inflammable or harmful
refrigerant or coolant in the second cooling circuit.
[0012] The second cooling circuit is thermally coupled
to the first cooling circuit. For example, a heat absorbing
heat exchanger section of the second cooling circuit,
which is not disposed in the cabinet side partitionment,
can be thermally coupled to a heat releasing heat ex-
changer section of the first cooling circuit, in which case
the heat releasing heat exchanger section of the first cool-
ing circuit is preferably also not disposed in the cabinet
side partitionment. Thus, heat absorbed from a heat ab-
sorbing heat exchanger section of the first cooling circuit
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in the cabinet side partitionment is transferred via the
heat releasing heat exchanger section of the first cooling
circuit outside the cabinet side partitionment to the heat
absorbing heat exchanger section of the second cooling
circuit.
[0013] Preferably the first cooling circuit is a passive
cooling circuit or an active cooling circuit. When the first
cooling circuit is a passive cooling circuit the energy con-
sumption of the cooling system is reduced.
[0014] The second cooling circuit may comprise a re-
frigerant or coolant with a Global Warming Potential
(GWP) of less than 1.000, preferable of less than 100,
more preferably of less than 10, further preferably of less
than 5, still further preferably of less than 3.
[0015] Still further preferably the second cooling circuit
can comprise a combustible or inflammable or harmful
refrigerant or coolant.
[0016] The refrigerant or the coolant may be a hydro-
carbon, for example a polyolefin or an alkane, in particular
propane, propene or isobutane. Other coolants or refrig-
erants can be used in the second cooling circuit as well.
[0017] Because the second cooling circuit is not dis-
posed in the cabinet side partitionment and because of
the thermal coupling of the second cooling circuit with
the first cooling circuit, a combustible or harmful refrig-
erant or coolant, such as propane, can be used in the
cooling system for an effective and environmental friend-
ly cooling of a spark ignition vulnerable apparatus, such
as an electronic cabinets.
[0018] Preferably the second cooling circuit is a vapor
compression cycle circuit or a chiller.
[0019] Another name for a vapor compression cycle
circuit is refrigeration circuit. A vapor compression cycle
circuit comprises an evaporator as a heat absorbing heat
exchanger section, a condenser as a heat releasing heat
exchanger section, a compressor and an expansion
valve as well as fluid lines for a refrigerant. Preferably all
components of the second cooling circuit are not dis-
posed in the cabinet side partitionment. All the compo-
nents of the second cooling circuit can be disposed out-
side of the cabinet side partitionment and, furthermore,
even outside of the casing of the cooling system. It is,
however also possible that the casing of the cooling sys-
tem comprises an external side partitionment, in which
the second cooling system is arranged.
[0020] Preferably the first cooling circuit is a fluid cool-
ing circuit, in particular a water cooling circuit, or a heat
pipe, a thermosiphon or a pulsating heat pipe (PHP).
[0021] Also, the first cooling circuit can be configured
as an adsorption cooling circuit or an absorption cooling
circuit.
[0022] It is, however, particularly preferred that the first
cooling circuit is a heat pipe, a thermosiphon or a pulsat-
ing heat pipe.
[0023] The second cooling circuit can comprise a heat
absorbing heat exchanger section, in particular an evap-
orator, and the first cooling circuit can comprise a heat
releasing heat exchanger section, in particular a con-

denser, wherein the heat absorbing heat exchanger sec-
tion of the second cooling circuit is thermally coupled to
the heat releasing heat exchanger section of the first cool-
ing circuit.
[0024] In a particular preferred embodiment, the sec-
ond cooling circuit is a vapor compression cycle circuit
and the first cooling circuit is a heat pipe, thermosiphon
or pulsating heat pipe. The heat absorbing heat exchang-
er section and the heat releasing heat exchanger section
of the first cooling circuit may be physically separated
and preferably connected via fluid lines. However, the
heat absorbing heat exchanger section and the heat re-
leasing heat exchanger section of the first cooling circuit
may be directly connected to each other without the use
of fluid lines. Such a configuration is in particular advan-
tageous if the first cooling circuit is a heat pipe or pulsating
heat pipe, allowing for a compact design.
[0025] The evaporator of the vapor compression cycle
circuit can be thermally coupled to the condenser of the
heat pipe, thermosiphon or pulsating heat pipe. The con-
denser of the heat pipe, thermosiphon or pulsating heat
pipe is cooled by the evaporator of the vapor compression
cycle circuit when the vapor compression cycle circuit is
operated, thereby increasing the effectivity of the first
cooling circuit.
[0026] Preferably the heat absorbing heat exchanger
section of the second cooling circuit and the heat releas-
ing heat exchanger section of the first cooling circuit form
a heat exchanger arrangement, wherein the heat ex-
changer arrangement comprises a plurality of heat ex-
change structures which are arranged, preferably in par-
allel to each other, in a plane of extension, wherein the
heat absorbing heat exchanger section of the second
cooling circuit comprises a first plurality of fluid guiding
means and wherein the heat releasing heat exchanger
section of the first cooling circuit comprises a second
plurality of fluid guiding means, wherein each heat ex-
change structure comprises at least one fluid guiding
means of the first plurality and at least one fluid guiding
means of the second plurality thermally coupled to each
other, and preferably arranged in parallel to each other,
wherein a clearance is disposed between two adjacent
heat exchange structures to allow airflow between the
adjacent heat exchange structures and/or wherein each
heat exchange structure comprises a heat sink to ther-
mally couple the at least one fluid guiding means of the
first plurality and the at least one fluid guiding means of
the second plurality.
[0027] Such a heat exchanger arrangement and pre-
ferred embodiments thereof are disclosed in more detail
in the European patent application no. 19168012.3 of the
applicant. The contents of the European patent applica-
tion no. 19168012.3 are hereby incorporated by refer-
ence and any heat exchanger arrangement disclosed in
European patent application no. 19168012.3 can be used
in the proposed cooling system of the present invention.
[0028] Preferably the first cooling circuit comprises a
heat absorbing heat exchanger section, in particular an
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evaporator.
[0029] Further preferably, the thermal coupling be-
tween the fluid guiding means of the first plurality and the
fluid guiding means of the second plurality extends over
a part or over a full length of the heat releasing heat ex-
changer section of the first cooling circuit.
[0030] Still further preferably the heat exchanger ar-
rangement, and/or the heat absorbing heat exchanger
section, in particular the evaporator, of the second circuit
and/or the heat releasing heat exchanger section, in par-
ticular the condenser, of the first cooling circuit comprises
an airflow regulation flap which in a closed position at
least partially prevents airflow through the clearances be-
tween adjacent heat exchange structures.
[0031] The casing of the cooling system may comprise
an external side partitionment separated by a, preferably
gas tight, internal partition wall from the cabinet side par-
titionment and the heat absorbing heat exchanger sec-
tion of the second cooling circuit may be disposed only
in the external side partitionment.
[0032] The external side partitionment can be fluidical-
ly connected to an outside or to an external side of the
electronics cabinet, for example by inlet openings and
outlet openings, so that ambient air can circulate through
the external side partitionment.
[0033] Furthermore preferably, the heat releasing heat
exchanger section, in particular the condenser, of the
first cooling circuit is disposed in the external side parti-
tionment and the heat absorbing heat exchanger section,
in particular the evaporator, of the first cooling circuit is
arranged in the cabinet side partitionment.
[0034] Preferably, the cabinet side partitionment com-
prises an inlet opening for inflow of air from an interior of
an electronics cabinet and an outlet opening for outflow
of air into the electronics cabinet and/or the external side
partitionment may comprise at least one inlet opening for
inflow of air from an external side and at least one outlet
opening for outflow of air to the external side of the elec-
tronics cabinet.
[0035] In particular, the external side partitionment
may comprise two inlet openings and/or two outlet open-
ings.
[0036] Preferably the external side partitionment com-
prises a separation wall, separating the external side par-
titionment into a first volume and a second volume, or a
shutter flap, which in a closed position separates the ex-
ternal side partitionment into a first volume and a second
volume. Preferably the heat absorbing heat exchanger
section of the second cooling circuit and/or the heat re-
leasing heat exchanger section of the first cooling circuit
is/are arranged in the first volume and the heat releasing
heat exchanger section of the second cooling circuit is
arranged in the second volume.
[0037] Particular preferably, the heat absorbing heat
exchanger section of the first cooling circuit is only dis-
posed in the cabinet side partitionment of the casing. The
heat releasing heat exchanger section of the first cooling
circuit and the heat absorbing heat exchanger section of

the second cooling circuit are only disposed in the first
volume of the external side partitionment and the heat
releasing heat exchanger section of the second cooling
circuit is only disposed in the second volume of the ex-
ternal side partitionment of the casing of the cooling sys-
tem.
[0038] Preferably, the cooling system can be operated
in different and advantageous cooling modi.
[0039] In a first cooling mode, also called the passive
cooling mode, the second cooling circuit, which is pref-
erably configured as an active cooling circuit such as a
vapor compression cycle circuit, is not operated. Thus,
in this mode heat from the electronics cabinet is absorbed
by the heat absorbing heat exchanger section of the first
cooling circuit disposed in the cabinet side partitionment
and transferred to the heat releasing heat exchanger sec-
tion of the first cooling circuit in the external side parti-
tionment, where it is released to the ambient air. In the
passive cooling mode, it is in particular advantageous
when the cooling system comprises a heat exchanger
arrangement as described above and/or in European pat-
ent application no. 19168012.3, wherein the heat ex-
changer arrangement comprising the heat absorbing
heat exchanger section of the second cooling circuit and
the heat releasing heat exchanger section of the first cool-
ing comprises clearances between adjacent heat ex-
change structures to allow airflow between the adjacent
heat exchange structures.
[0040] The first or passive cooling mode is preferably
chosen when an external or ambient temperature Tex is
lower than an internal temperature Tin of the electronics
cabinet or the cabinet side partitionment. In an illustrative
example, the first cooling circuit is configured as a pul-
sating heat pipe and the second cooling circuit is config-
ured as a vapor compression cycle circuit or chiller. As-
suming an ambient temperature Tex is 25°C and an in-
terior temperature Tin is 35°C, the temperature difference
of 10°C is sufficient to transfer the heat from the elec-
tronics cabinet passively via the pulsating heat pipe. In
this case, the refrigerant temperature in the pulsating
heat pipe may adjust itself to 30°C. With an airflow
through the clearances in the preferred heat exchanger
arrangement, the effectivity of the heat transfer from the
heat releasing heat exchanger section of the first cooling
circuit, in particular of the heat pipe, to the ambient or
external air is increased.
[0041] In a second mode, also called the hybrid mode,
both the first cooling circuit and the second cooling circuit
are operated. The hybrid mode is in particular advanta-
geous when the first cooling circuit is a passive cooling
circuit such as a pulsating heat pipe and when the second
cooling circuit is an active cooling mode, for example a
vapor compression cycle circuit. The hybrid mode is ex-
plained in the following with regard to such a configura-
tion.
[0042] The second cooling mode or hybrid mode can
be chosen, when the external temperature Tex is lower
than an interior temperature Tin of the electronics cabinet
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or the cabinet side partitionment. In the hybrid mode an
evaporation temperature Tevap of the refrigerant in the
active second cooling circuit may be higher or lower than
the exterior temperature Tex. In the following, first the
case of an evaporation temperature Tevap being higher
than the exterior temperature Tex is described.
[0043] The evaporation temperature Tevap can be ad-
justed to be higher than the exterior temperature Tex by
setting the operating parameters of the compressor of
the second cooling circuit. In the hybrid mode with Tevap
being higher than Tex the heat absorbing heat exchanger
section of the second cooling circuit does not absorb heat
from the ambient or external air in the external side par-
titionmentabsorbing heat exchanger section. However,
the heat absorbing heat exchanger section of the second
cooling circuit cools the heat releasing heat exchanger
section of the first cooling circuit, thereby increasing the
cooling effectivity of the first cooling circuit.
[0044] Thus, in addition to the dissipation of heat to the
ambient air via the heat releasing heat exchanger section
of the first cooling circuit, the heat releasing heat ex-
changer section of the first cooling circuit is actively
cooled by the heat absorbing heat exchanger section of
the second cooling circuit and heat is released to the
ambient air via the heat releasing heat exchanger section
of the second cooling circuit. The hybrid mode is in par-
ticular advantageous when the ambient temperature Tex
is lower than the internal temperature Tin, but when the
temperature difference between the ambient tempera-
ture and the internal temperature is not sufficient for the
first cooling circuit to operate effectively. Considering the
illustrative example, the hybrid mode would be advanta-
geous when the interior temperature Tin is 35°C and the
exterior temperature Tex is 31°C. In this case, the tem-
perature difference of 4°C, however, could be to small
for the pulsating heat pipe to operate effectively. By op-
erating the active second cooling circuit, the evaporator
of the second cooling circuit, which is thermally coupled
to the condenser of the pulsating heat pipe, cools the
refrigerant or coolant in the pulsating heat pipe, so that
the temperature THP of the refrigerant or coolant is low-
ered. Since the temperature THP of the refrigerant or cool-
ant in the pulsating heat pipe is substantially homogene-
ous in the pulsating heat pipe, the evaporator of the pul-
sating heat pipe is effectively cooled as well, increasing
the temperature difference between the refrigerant or
coolant temperature THP and the interior temperature Tin.
This increase in the temperature difference increases the
effectivity of the heat absorption of the pulsating heat
pipe and the transfer of the heat to the exterior. The evap-
oration temperature Tevap of the refrigerant in the evap-
orator of the second cooling circuit either already is or is
preferably adjusted to be higher than the ambient tem-
perature Tex. The adjustment of the evaporation temper-
ature Tevap can be done by adjusting the operating pa-
rameters of the second cooling circuit, for example of the
compressor. In the example the evaporation temperature
Tevap may be adjusted to 31.5°C to prevent heat absorp-

tion of the ambient air by the evaporator of the second
cooling circuit.
[0045] The hybrid mode may also be expedient when
the external temperature Tex is lower than the interior
temperature Tin of the electronics cabinet or the cabinet
side partitionment, while the evaporation temperature
Tevap of the refrigerant in the active second cooling circuit
is lower than the exterior temperature Tex. In this case,
the evaporator of the second cooling circuit still cools the
coolant in the pulsating heat pipe, so that the temperature
difference between the coolant temperature THP and the
interior temperature Tin is increased. However, since the
evaporation temperature Tevap of the refrigerant in the
active second cooling circuit is lower than the exterior
temperature Tex heat is also absorbed by the evaporator
of the second cooling circuit from the ambient air.
[0046] If present, the airflow regulation flap of the heat
exchanger arrangement can be closed to prevent airflow
between the heat exchange structures of the heat ex-
changer arrangement, thereby effectively preventing
heat transfer from the ambient air to the evaporator of
the second cooling circuit. With the closed airflow regu-
lation flap, the evaporator of the second cooling circuit is
thermally insulated from the ambient air, so that the hy-
brid mode can be used, when the external temperature
Tex is higher than the evaporation temperature Tevap with-
out the disadvantage, that the evaporator of the second
cooling circuit cools the ambient or external air.
[0047] In a third cooling mode, also called active mode,
both the first and the second cooling circuit are operated,
but heat is not dissipated from the heat releasing heat
exchanger section of the first cooling circuit to the ambi-
ent air. The active mode is advantageous, when the am-
bient temperature Tex is higher than the internal temper-
ature Tin. Concerning the illustrative example, the interior
temperature Tin might be 35°C and the ambient temper-
ature Tex 40°C. The evaporation temperature Tevap of
the refrigerant in the evaporator of the second cooling
circuit is or is adjusted to e.g. 15°C, and the temperature
THP of the refrigerant of the heat pipe may be 20°C. Since
the ambient temperature Tex is higher than the interior
temperature Tin and the temperature of the refrigerant in
the heat pipe, no heat is dissipated from the heat pipe to
the ambient air, and heat is released only from the heat
releasing heat exchanger section of the second cooling
circuit.
[0048] The person of ordinary skill in the art will under-
stand, that the preceding temperatures and temperature
ranges are only illustrative in nature. The cooling system
might be operated in the three modi at other temperatures
and temperature ranges. Furthermore, it has to be un-
derstood, that the cooling system is not necessarily con-
figured to be operated in the hybrid mode, since the op-
erating conditions for the hybrid mode are often not re-
alized or realizable.
[0049] In particular in the hybrid mode, the separation
of the external side partitionment into a first volume and
a second volume is advantageous. When the heat re-

7 8 



EP 3 723 461 A1

6

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

leasing heat exchanger section of the first cooling circuit
is disposed in the first volume and the heat releasing heat
exchanger section of the second cooling circuit is dis-
posed in the second volume, heat released from the heat
releasing heat exchanger section of the first cooling cir-
cuit does not influence the effectivity of the heat transfer
from the heat releasing heat exchanger section of the
second cooling circuit and vice versa.
[0050] Preferably the first volume and/or the second
volume each have a respective outlet opening and a re-
spective inlet opening.
[0051] The shutter flap can be configured in such a
way that it closes the inlet opening of the second volume
in the open position.
[0052] Furthermore, the external side partitionment, in
particular the first volume and/or the second volume, may
comprise a fan, and/or the cabinet side partitionment may
comprises a fan.
[0053] Preferably, at least one fan is arranged in a part
of the external side partitionment, which becomes the
second volume when the shutter flap is closed.
[0054] The cooling circuit system can furthermore
comprise a third cooling circuit wherein the third cooling
circuit is preferably configured as a heat pipe, a thermosi-
phon or a pulsating heat pipe.
[0055] Still further preferably a heat absorbing heat ex-
changer section of the third cooling circuit is arranged in
the cabinet side partitionment in flow direction of the air-
flow in front of the heat absorbing heat exchanger section
of the first cooling circuit and/or a heat releasing heat
exchanger section of the third cooling circuit is arranged
in the external side partitionment in flow direction of the
airflow behind the heat releasing heat exchanger section
of the first cooling circuit and/or behind the heat absorbing
heat exchanger section of the second cooling circuit.
[0056] The provision of a third cooling circuit is partic-
ularly advantageous when the heat releasing heat ex-
changer section of the first cooling circuit and the heat
absorbing heat exchanger section of the second cooling
circuit are comprised in a heat exchanger arrangement
as described above and disclosed in European patent
application no. 19168012.3, wherein each heat ex-
change structure of the heat exchanger arrangement
comprises a heat sink to thermally couple the at least
one fluid guiding means of the first plurality and the at
least one fluid guiding means of the second plurality, and
wherein the heat sinks are preferably disposed such that
no clearances between the heat exchange structures are
present for air to flow between the heat exchange struc-
tures.
[0057] Preferably the third heat exchanger is config-
ured as a heat pipe, a thermosiphon or a pulsating heat
pipe.
[0058] A further solution to the object of the present
invention is the provision of a method for cooling an elec-
tronics cabinet carried out with a cooling system as de-
scribed above, wherein the cooling system is selectively
operated in at least one of a first mode, in particular in a

passive mode, a second mode, in particular a hybrid
mode, or a third mode, in particular an active mode.
[0059] The cooling system for carrying out the method
can be configured according to any of the embodiments
of the cooling system described above. Furthermore, any
one of the features described in connection with the cool-
ing system can be applied to the method for cooling an
electronics cabinet.
[0060] Preferably an internal temperature Tin is meas-
ured in the electronics cabinet and/or in the cabinet side
partitionment, and an external temperature Tex is meas-
ured on the external side and/or in the external side par-
titionment, and the first mode is activated when the in-
ternal temperature Tin is higher than the external tem-
perature Tex, and/or the second mode is activated when
the internal temperature Tin is higher than the external
temperature Tex and the external temperature Tex is high-
er or preferably lower than an evaporation temperature
Tevap of the refrigerant in the second cooling circuit,
and/or the third mode is activated when the internal tem-
perature Tin is lower than the external temperature Tex.
[0061] The evaporation temperature Tevap of the re-
frigerant in the second cooling circuit can be adjusted to
be higher than the external temperature Tex, for example
in case the second cooling circuit is a vapor compression
cycle circuit by adjusting the operating parameters of the
compressor.
[0062] In a preferred embodiment of the method in the
first mode only the first cooling circuit and/or the third
cooling circuit is/are operated, and/or in the second mode
and/or in the third mode the first cooling circuit and the
second cooling circuit and preferably the third cooling
circuit are operated.
[0063] Preferably in the first mode the shutter flap is in
an open position, and/or the flow regulation flap is in an
open position, and/or at least one fan in the external side
partitionment, in particular in the first volume and/or the
second volume, and or the cabinet side partitionment is
operated.
[0064] Preferably, in the second mode the shutter flap
is in an open position, and/or the airflow regulation flap
is in an open position or in a closed position, and/or at
least one fan in the external side partitionment, in partic-
ular in the first volume and/or the second volume, and or
the cabinet side partitionment is operated.
[0065] By closing the airflow regulation flap airflow
through the heat absorbing heat exchanger section of
the second cooling circuit, in particular through the clear-
ances between the heat exchange structures of the heat
exchanger arrangement, is prevented. Without an airflow
through the clearances the heat absorbing heat exchang-
er section of the second cooling circuit is effectively ther-
mally insulated from the external or ambient air, and heat
from the ambient or external air is not absorbed by the
heat absorbing heat exchanger section of the second
cooling circuit. This allows operation of the cooling sys-
tem in the second or hybrid mode, even if the evaporation
temperature Tevap is lower than the external temperature
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Tex.
[0066] Preferably in the third mode the shutter flap is
in a closed position, and/or the airflow regulation flap is
in a closed position, and/or at least one fan in the external
side partitionment, in particular in the first volume and/or
the second volume, and/or the cabinet side partitionment
is operated.
[0067] A still further solution to the object of the present
invention is the provision of an electronics cabinet with
a cooling system as described above.

Brief description of the figures

[0068] The present invention is described in more de-
tail in reference to the accompanying figures.

Fig. 1 shows a first configuration of a cooling system,
Fig. 2 shows a first configuration of a heat exchanger

arrangement for a cooling system,
Fig. 3 shows a second configuration of a heat ex-

changer arrangement for a cooling system,
Fig. 4 shows the first configuration of the cooling sys-

tem operated in a passive, a hybrid and an
active mode,

Fig. 5 shows a the first configuration of the cooling
system comprising an airflow regulation flap

Fig. 6 shows a second configuration of the cooling
system operated in a hybrid mode,

Fig. 7 shows the second configuration of the cooling
system operated in a passive mode,

Fig. 8 shows the second configuration of the cooling
system operated in an active mode,

Fig. 9 shows a third configuration of the cooling sys-
tem operated in a passive and in a hybrid
mode,

Fig. 10 shows the third configuration of the cooling
system operated in an active mode,

Fig. 11 shows a fourth configuration of the cooling
system comprising a thermosiphon and an air-
flow regulation flap,

Fig. 12 shows a fifth configuration of the cooling sys-
tem comprising a thermosiphon,

Fig. 13 shows a sixth configuration of the cooling sys-
tem comprising a water cooling circuit, and

Fig. 14 shows a seventh configuration of the cooling
system comprising a third cooling circuit.

Detailed description of the figures

[0069] Fig. 1 shows a cooling system 100 for an elec-
tronics cabinet 10. The cooling system 100 comprises a
casing 11. The casing 11 is divided into a cabinet side
partitionment 12 and an external side partitionment 13
by an internal and preferably substantially gas tight par-
tition wall 14. The cooling system 100 comprises a first
cooling circuit 15 configured as a pulsating heat pipe 16
and a second cooling circuit 17 configured as a vapor
compression cycle circuit 18. The second cooling circuit

17, in particular the vapor compression cycle circuit 18,
comprises evaporator 19 as a heat absorbing heat ex-
changer section 20, compressor 21, condenser 22 as a
heat releasing heat exchanger section 23, expansion
valve 24 and fluid lines 25. The pulsating heat pipe 16 of
the first cooling circuit 15 comprises an evaporator 26 as
a heat absorbing heat exchanger section 27 and a con-
denser 28 as a heat releasing heat exchanger section
29. The condenser 28 of the pulsating heat pipe 16 is
thermally coupled to the evaporator 19 of the vapor com-
pression cycle circuit 18. All components of second cool-
ing circuit 17, i.e. the vapor compression cycle circuit 18,
are disposed in the external side partitionment 13 so that
the second cooling circuit 17 is not disposed in the cabinet
side partitionment 12. Evaporator 26 of the pulsating heat
pipe 16 is only disposed in the cabinet side partitionment
12, while condenser 28 of the pulsating heat pipe 16 is
only disposed in the external side partitionment 13.
[0070] The cabinet side partitionment 12 includes an
inlet opening 30 and an outlet opening 31 for air from the
interior 32 of the electronics cabinet 10 to enter and exit
the cabinet side partitionment 12. To circulate the air
through the cabinet side partitionment 12 a first fan 33 is
disposed inside the cabinet side partitionment 12.
[0071] The external side partitionment 13 also com-
prises an inlet opening 34 and an outlet opening 35. Am-
bient air from outside of the electronics cabinet 10 circu-
lates through the external side partitionment 13 via inlet
opening 34 and outlet opening 35. To circulate the am-
bient air through the external side partitionment 13 a sec-
ond fan 36 is disposed inside the external side partition-
ment 13.
[0072] The partition wall 14 is configured gas tight so
that the airflows inside the external side partitionment 13
and the cabinet side partitionment 12 are fluidically sep-
arated from each other. The vapor compression cycle
circuit 18 of the second cooling circuit 17 comprises a
refrigerant with a low Global Warming Potential (GWP),
which may be flammable, for example propane. The re-
frigerant in the pulsating heat pipe 16 is a non-flammable
or incombustible refrigerant such as R134a.
[0073] Fig. 2 shows a heat exchanger arrangement 37
suitable for the cooling system 100 of Fig. 1. The heat
exchanger arrangement 37 comprises a pulsating heat
pipe 16 with a heat absorbing heat exchanger section 27
configured as an evaporator 26 and a heat releasing heat
exchanger section 29 configured as a condenser 28.
Condenser 28 of the pulsating heat pipe 16 is thermally
coupled to evaporator 19 of second cooling circuit 17.
For the thermal coupling the evaporator 19 of the second
cooling circuit 17 comprises a first plurality of stripe-like
fluid guiding means 38. The condenser 28 of the first
cooling circuit 15 comprises a second plurality of stripe-
like fluid guiding means 39. The fluid guiding means 38
of the first plurality and the fluid guiding means 39 of the
second plurality are in face-to-face thermal contact with
each other. One fluid guiding means 38 of the first plu-
rality and one fluid guiding means 39 of the second plu-
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rality form a respective heat exchange structure 40. The
heat exchange structures are arranged parallel to each
other in an imagined plane of extension 41. Between ad-
jacent heat exchange structures 40 clearances 42 are
provided in which pleated cooling fins 43 are arranged
for interconnecting the heat exchange structures 40.
Heat absorbed in the evaporator 26 of the pulsating heat
pipe 16 is transferred to the condenser 28 of the pulsating
heat pipe 16 and transferred via the thermal coupling to
the evaporator 19 of the second cooling circuit 17. In
addition, heat can be transferred to an airflow through
the clearances 42 from the fluid guiding means 38 of the
second plurality of the condenser 28 of pulsating heat
pipe 16.
[0074] A more detailed description of the heat ex-
changer arrangement 37 according to Fig. 2 is provided
in European patent application no. 19168012.3 of the
applicant.
[0075] Fig. 3 shows another configuration of a heat ex-
changer arrangement 44 suitable for the cooling system
100 of Fig. 1. In the heat exchanger arrangement 44 ac-
cording to Fig. 3, the pulsating heat pipe 16 comprises
an evaporator 26 and a condenser 28. In contrast to the
configuration of Fig. 2 the evaporator 19 of the second
cooling circuit 17 is arranged in an imagined plane of
extension 41, while the condenser 28 of the pulsating
heat pipe 16 is disposed in an imagined second plane
45 parallel to the plane of extension 41. For the thermal
coupling between the evaporator 19 of the second cool-
ing circuit 17 and the condenser 28 of the pulsating heat
pipe 16 heat sinks 46 are provided, which are configured
as solid aluminum blocks 47. A more detailed description
of the heat exchanger arrangement 44 according to Fig.
3 is provided in European patent application no.
19168012.3 of the applicant.
[0076] The cooling system 100 according to Fig. 1 can
be operated in at least one of three cooling modii, which
are explained in more detail with reference to Fig. 4.
[0077] The cooling system 100 can be operated in a
first mode, the so called passive mode, which is chosen
when an exterior temperature Tex is lower than an interior
temperature Tin of the electronics cabinet 10. In the pas-
sive mode only the pulsating heat pipe 16 is operated to
transfer heat from the cabinet side compartment 12 to
the exterior side compartment 13, i.e. the second cooling
circuit 17 is not operated. In the passive mode the fans
33, 36 can be operated to circulate air through the cabinet
side compartment 12 and through the external side com-
partment 13. However, it is also possible that the fans
are not operated in the passive mode. Heat of airflow 48
circulating through the cabinet side partitionment is trans-
ferred to airflow 49 circulating through the external side
partitionment 13 only via pulsating heat pipe 16. In the
passive mode it is particularly advantageous when the
first cooling circuit 15 and the second cooling circuit 17
are configured according to the heat exchanger arrange-
ment 37 of Fig. 2, in which an airflow through the clear-
ances 42 between the heat exchange structures 40 is

possible.
[0078] The second cooling mode, the so-called hybrid
mode, is chosen, when the exterior temperature Tex is
lower than the interior temperature Tin of the electronics
cabinet 10, while at the same time the evaporation tem-
perature Tevap of the refrigerant in the second cooling
circuit 17 is higher than the exterior temperature Tex. In
the hybrid mode both the passive cooling system of the
pulsating heat pipe 16 and the active second cooling sys-
tem 17 of the vapor compression cycle circuit 18 are op-
erated and, preferably, both fans 33, 36 are running. The
evaporation temperature Tevap can be preferably adjust-
ed to be higher than the exterior temperature Tex by set-
ting the operating parameters of the compressor 21 of
the second cooling circuit 17, thereby providing the con-
ditions for the hybrid mode. In the hybrid mode, the evap-
orator 19 of the second cooling circuit 17 does not absorb
heat from the airflow 49 in the external side partitionment
13, because the evaporation temperature Tevap of the
refrigerant in evaporator 19 is higher than the external
temperature Tex. However, evaporator 19 cools con-
denser 28 of heat pipe 16, thereby increasing the cooling
effectivity of heat pipe 16 and the cooling system 100.
[0079] In Fig. 5 a modification of the cooling system
100 of Figs. 1 and 4 is shown. Cooling system 100 of Fig.
5 comprises an airflow regulation flap 50 connected
swivelably to thermally coupled evaporator 19 and con-
denser 28. The thermal coupling between evaporator 19
and condenser 28 does not extend over the full length of
condenser 28. In Fig. 5 the flow regulation flap 50 is in a
closed position preventing airflow through evaporator 19
and thereby effectively thermally insulating evaporator
19 of the second cooling circuit 17 from airflow 49 in ex-
ternal side partitionment 13. Because of the thermal in-
sulation, cooling system 100 can be operated in the hy-
brid mode, even if the evaporation temperature Tevap of
the refrigerant in evaporator 19 is lower than the exterior
temperature Tex, because heat from airflow 49 is not ab-
sorbed by evaporator 19.
[0080] Returning to Fig. 4 the third cooling mode, the
so-called active mode, is described. The active mode is
chosen, when the external temperature Tex is higher than
the internal temperature Tin. In the active mode both the
first cooling circuit 15, i.e. the pulsating heat pipe 16, and
the second cooling circuit 17, i.e. the vapor compression
cycle circuit 18, are operated. Since the external temper-
ature Tex is higher than the internal temperature Tin, the
passive cooling system 15 of the pulsating heat pipe 16
cannot transfer heat from the cabinet side partitionment
12 to the external side partitionment 13. In order to force
heat transfer from the cabinet side partitionment 12 to
the external side partitionment 13, the evaporator 19 of
the second active cooling circuit 17 is used to cool the
condenser 28 of pulsating heat pipe 16 in the external
side partitionment 13 below the internal temperature Tin
in the cabinet side partitionment 12. The absorbed heat
is released via condenser 22 of the second cooling circuit
17.
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[0081] Fig. 6 shows a third configuration of the cooling
system 100. The configuration shown in Fig. 6 differs
from the configuration of Fig. 1 by an internal separation
wall 51 in the external side partitionment 13. The sepa-
ration wall 51 divides the external side partitionment 13
into a first volume 52 and a second volume 53. In the first
volume 52 the evaporator 19, the expansion valve 24
and the compressor 21 of the second cooling circuit 17
as well as the condenser 28 of the first cooling circuit 15
are arranged. Furthermore, the first volume 52 holds third
fan 54. The first volume 52 comprises an inlet opening
55 and an outlet opening 56 to allow airflow 57 circulation
through the first volume 52. The second volume 53 com-
prises the condenser 22 of the second cooling circuit 17
as well as the second fan 36 to circulate airflow 58 through
the second volume 53 via inlet opening 59 and outlet
opening 60. Fig. 6 shows the hybrid mode operation of
cooling system 100. In the hybrid mode both the first cool-
ing circuit 15 and the second cooling circuit 17 are oper-
ated. To effectively remove heat from the first volume 52
and the second volume 53 both fans 36 and 54 are op-
erated. In an alternative configuration, the evaporator 19
and condenser 28 may be configured as in Fig. 5 with
the thermal coupling not extending over the full length of
condenser 28 and further comprising an airflow regula-
tion flap 50 to thermally insulate evaporator 19 from the
air inside the first volume 52.
[0082] Fig. 7 shows the sytem 100 in the passive mode.
In the passive mode the second cooling circuit 17 is not
operated. Heat is only released via the condenser 28 of
the first cooling circuit 15 disposed in the first volume 52.
In the passive mode, second fan 36 is not necessarily
running, because heat is not released from condenser
22 of second cooling circuit 17.
[0083] Fig. 8 shows the system of Figs. 6 and 7 in the
active mode. In the active mode the fan 54 in the first
volume 52 is not operated. Heat is only released via the
condenser 22 of the second cooling circuit 17. Addition-
ally, the inlet opening 55 and outlet opening 56 of the first
volume 52 may be closed in the active mode with suitable
flaps.
[0084] Fig. 9 shows a third configuration of the cooling
system 100. In contrast to the cooling system of Figs. 1
and 4 to 8 a shutter flap 61 is provided, which in the shown
open positioning preferably closes the inlet opening 59
of the second volume 53, and which in the closed position
separates the external side partitionment 13 into a first
volume 52 and a second volume 53 as shown in Fig. 10.
Furthermore, the first volume 52 does not comprise a
dedicated outlet opening.
[0085] In the passive and in the hybrid mode shutter
flap 61 is in the open position as shown in Fig. 9 and the
first fan 33 and the second fan 36 are operated to circulate
airflows 48, 49 through the cabinet side partitionment 12
and the external side partitionment 13, respectively. The
passive mode is operated when the external temperature
Tex is lower than the internal temperature Tin and the
hybrid mode is chosen when in addition the evaporation

temperature Tevap of the refrigerant in evaporator 19 of
the second cooling circuit 17 is preferably higher than
the external temperature Tex.
[0086] Fig. 10 shows the configuration of cooling sys-
tem 100 of Fig. 9 in the active mode. In the active mode
the shutter flap 61 is in the closed position so that the
external side partitionment 13 is separated into the first
volume 52 and the second volume 53. In the active mode,
the first fan 33 and the second fan 36 are operated. Be-
cause of the closed shutter flap 61 airflow 58 circulates
only through the second volume 53 to transfer heat re-
leased from condenser 22 of the second cooling circuit
17 to the outside of casing 11.
[0087] In the configuration of Figs. 9 and 10, the ther-
mal coupling between evaporator 19 of second cooling
circuit 17 and condenser 28 of first cooling circuit 15 can
be configured as in the configuration of Fig. 5, where the
thermal coupling does not extend over the full length of
condenser 28. An airflow regulation flap 50 might be pro-
vided as well.
[0088] Figs. 11 to 13 show variations of the configura-
tions of first cooling circuit 15 and second cooling circuit
17, which can be applied to each of the configurations of
Figs. 1 and 4 to 10 in any suitable combination.
[0089] In Fig. 11 the first cooling circuit 15 is configured
as a thermosiphon 62. Evaporator 63 of thermosiphon
62 in cabinet side partitionment 12 is connected to con-
denser 64 of thermosiphon 62 in the external side parti-
tionment 13 via fluid lines 65. Evaporator 63 of thermosi-
phon 62 and condenser 64 are physically separated from
each other. Similarly to the configuration of Fig. 5, cooling
system 100 of Fig. 11 comprises an airflow regulation
flap 50 connected swivellably to thermally coupled evap-
orator 19 and condenser 64. The airflow regulation flap
50 is shown in an open position allowing airflow through
evaporator 19 and condenser 64. The thermal coupling
between evaporator 19 and condenser 64 does not ex-
tend over the full length of condenser 64.
[0090] Fig. 12 shows a configuration similar to Fig. 11.
However, the thermal coupling of evaporator 19 and con-
denser 64 does extend over the full length of condenser
64 and no airflow regulation flap 50 is provided.
[0091] In the configuration of Fig. 13, first cooling circuit
15 is a water cooling circuit 66 comprising a pump 67.
Instead of water the first cooling circuit 15 may comprise
a different coolant or refrigerant.
[0092] Fig. 14 shows another configuration of the cool-
ing system 100. Cooling system 100 of Fig. 14 comprises
a third cooling circuit 68, which is configured as a pulsat-
ing heat pipe 69. The cooling system 100 furthermore
comprises the heat exchanger arrangement 44 of Fig. 3,
in which the evaporator 19 of the second cooling circuit
17 is arranged in parallel to the condenser 28 of the first
cooling circuit 15 and thermally connected to the con-
denser 28 of the first cooling circuit 15 via heat sinks 46.
Heat sinks 46 prevent air from flowing through the evap-
orator 19 and condenser 28. To improve the effectivity
of the passive cooling mode the third cooling circuit 68
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is provided. First fan 33 creates airflow 48 in cabinet side
partitionment 12 and second Fan 36 creates airflow 49
in external side partitionment 13. A heat absorbing heat
exchanger section 70 of the third cooling circuit 68 is
arranged in the cabinet side partitionment 12 in flow di-
rection of the airflow 48 in front of the heat absorbing
heat exchanger section 27 of the first cooling circuit 15
and a heat releasing heat exchanger section 71 of the
third cooling circuit 68 is arrangend in the external side
partitionment 13 in flow direction of the airflow 49 behind
the heat releasing heat exchanger section 29 of the first
cooling circuit 15 and behind the heat absorbing heat
exchanger section 20 of the second cooling circuit 17.

List of reference numerals

[0093]

100 Cooling system

10 Electronics cabinet
11 Casing
12 Cabinet side partitionment
13 External side partitionment
14 Partition wall
15 First cooling circuit
16 Pulsating Heat pipe
17 Second cooling circuit
18 Vapor compression cycle circuit
19 Evaporator

20 Heat absorbing heat exchanger section
21 Compressor
22 Condenser
23 Heat releasing heat exchanger section
24 Expansion valve
25 Fluid line
26 Evaporator
27 Heat absorbing heat exchanger section
28 Condenser
29 Heat releasing heat exchanger section

30 Inlet Opening
31 Outlet opening
32 Interior
33 First Fan
34 Inlet Opening
35 Outlet opening
36 Second Fan
37 Heat exchanger arrangement
38 Fluid guiding means
39 Fluid guiding means

40 Heat exchange structure
41 Plane of extension
42 Clearance
43 Pleated cooling fins
44 Heat exchanger arrangement

45 Second plane
46 Heat sink
47 Block
48 Airflow
49 Airflow

50 Airflow regulation flap
51 Separation wall
52 First volume
53 Second volume
54 Third fan
55 Inlet opening
56 Outlet opening
57 Airflow
58 Airflow
59 Inlet opening

60 Outlet opening
61 Shutter flap
62 Thermosiphon
63 Evaporator
64 Condenser
65 Fluid lines
66 Water cooling circuit
67 Pump
68 Third cooling circuit
69 Pulsating heat pipe
70 Heat absorbing heat exchanger section
71 Heat releasing heat exchanger section

Claims

1. Cooling system (100), in particular for electronics
cabinets (10), comprising a casing (11), wherein the
casing (11) comprises at least a cabinet side parti-
tionment (12), wherein the cooling system (100)
comprises a first cooling circuit (15) and a second
cooling circuit (17), wherein the second cooling cir-
cuit (17) is an active cooling circuit, wherein the first
cooling circuit (15) and the second cooling circuit (17)
are thermally coupled, wherein the second cooling
circuit (17) is not disposed in the cabinet side parti-
tionment (12).

2. Cooling system (100) according to claim 1, wherein
the first cooling circuit (15) is a passive cooling circuit
or an active cooling circuit, and/or wherein the sec-
ond cooling circuit (17) comprises a refrigerant or
coolant with a Global Warming Potential (GWP) of
less than 1.000, preferably of less than 100, more
preferably of less than 10, further preferably of less
than 5, still further preferably of less than 3, and/or
wherein the second cooling circuit (17) comprises a
combustible or harmful refrigerant or coolant, where-
in preferably the refrigerant or the coolant is a hy-
drocarbon, preferably a polyolefin or an alkane, in
particular propane, propene or isobutane, and/or
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wherein the second cooling circuit (17) is a vapor
compression cycle circuit (18) or a chiller, and/or
wherein the first cooling circuit (15) is a fluid cooling
circuit, in particular a water cooling circuit, or a heat-
pipe, a thermosiphon or a pulsating heat pipe (16).

3. Cooling system (100) according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the second cooling circuit (17) comprises a
heat absorbing heat exchanger section (20), in par-
ticular an evaporator (19), and wherein the first cool-
ing circuit (15) comprises a heat releasing heat ex-
changer section (29), in particular a condenser (28),
wherein the heat absorbing heat exchanger section
(20) of the second cooling circuit (17) is thermally
coupled to the heat releasing heat exchanger section
(29) of the first cooling circuit (15).

4. Cooling system (100) according to any one of the
preceding claims, wherein the heat absorbing heat
exchanger section (20) of the second cooling circuit
(17) and the heat releasing heat exchanger section
(29) of the first cooling circuit (15) form a heat ex-
changer arrangement (37, 44), wherein the heat ex-
changer arrangement (37, 44) comprises a plurality
of heat exchange structures (40) which are arranged,
preferably in parallel to each other, in a plane of ex-
tension (41), wherein the heat absorbing heat ex-
changer section (20) of the second cooling circuit
(17) comprises a first plurality of fluid guiding means
(38) and wherein the heat releasing heat exchanger
section (29) of the first cooling circuit (15) comprises
a second plurality of fluid guiding means (39), where-
in each heat exchange structure (37, 44) comprises
at least one fluid guiding means (38) of the first plu-
rality and at least one fluid guiding means (39) of the
second plurality thermally coupled to each other, and
preferably arranged in parallel to each other, wherein
a clearance (42) is disposed between two adjacent
heat exchange structures (40) to allow airflow be-
tween the adjacent heat exchange structures (40)
and/or wherein each heat exchange structure (40)
comprises a heat sink (46) to thermally couple the
at least one fluid guiding means (38) of the first plu-
rality and the at least one fluid guiding (39) means
of the second plurality.

5. Cooling system (100) according to any one of the
preceding claims, wherein the first cooling circuit (15)
comprises a heat absorbing heat exchanger section
(27), in particular an evaporator (26).

6. Cooling system (100) according to any one of claims
3 to 5, wherein the casing (11) comprises an external
side partitionment (13) separated by a, preferably
gas tight, internal partition wall (14) from the cabinet
side partitionment (12), wherein the heat absorbing
heat exchanger section (20) of the second cooling
circuit (17) is disposed only in the external side par-

titionment (13).

7. Cooling system (100) according to claim 5 or 6,
wherein the heat releasing heat exchanger section
(29), in particular the condenser (28), of the first cool-
ing circuit (15) is disposed in the external side parti-
tionment (13), and wherein the heat absorbing heat
exchanger section (27), in particular the evaporator
(26), of the first cooling circuit (15) is arranged in the
cabinet side partitionment (12).

8. Cooling system (100) according to any one of the
preceding claims, wherein the cabinet side partition-
ment (12) comprises one inlet opening (30) for inflow
of air from an interior (32) of an electronics cabinet
(10) and an outlet opening (31) for outflow of air into
the electronics cabinet (10), and/or wherein the ex-
ternal side partitionment (13) comprises at least one
inlet opening (34, 55, 59) for inflow of air from an
external side and at least one outlet opening (35, 56,
60) for outflow of air to the external side of the elec-
tronics cabinet (10).

9. Cooling system (100) according to any one of claims
6 to 8, wherein the external side partitionment (13)
comprises a separation wall (51), separating the ex-
ternal side partitionment (13) into a first volume (52)
and a second volume (53), or a shutter flap (61),
which in a closed position, separates the external
side partitionment (13) into a first volume (52) and a
second volume (53), wherein preferably the heat ab-
sorbing heat exchanger section (20) of the second
cooling circuit (17) and/or the heat releasing heat
exchanger section (29) of the first cooling circuit (15)
is/are arranged in the first volume (52) and wherein
the heat releasing heat exchanger section (23) of
the second cooling circuit (17) is arranged in the sec-
ond volume (53), wherein preferably the first volume
(52) and/or the second volume (53) each have a re-
spective outlet opening (56, 60) and a respective in-
let opening (55, 59) wherein further preferably the
shutter flap (61) in the open position closes the inlet
opening (59) of the second volume (53), and/or
wherein the external side partitionment (13), in par-
ticular the first volume (52) and/or the second volume
(53), comprises a fan (36, 54), and/or wherein the
cabinet side partitionment (12) comprises a fan (33).

10. Cooling system (100) according to any one of the
preceding claims, comprising a third cooling circuit
(68), wherein the third cooling circuit (68) is prefer-
ably configured as a heatpipe, a thermosiphon or a
pulsating heat pipe (69), wherein further preferably
a heat absorbing heat exchanger section (70) of the
third cooling circuit (68) is arranged in the cabinet
side partitionment (12) in flow direction of the airflow
in front of the heat absorbing heat exchanger section
(27) of the first cooling circuit (15) and/or wherein a
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heat releasing heat exchanger section (71) of the
third cooling circuit (68) is arranged in the external
side partitionment (13) in flow direction of the airflow
behind the heat releasing heat exchanger section
(29) of the first cooling circuit (15) and/or behind the
heat absorbing heat exchanger section (20) of the
second cooling circuit (17).

11. Method for cooling an electronics cabinet (10) car-
ried out with a cooling system (100) according to any
one of claims 1 to 10, wherein the cooling system
(100) is selectively operated in at least one of a first
mode, in particular in a passive mode, a second
mode, in particular in a hybrid mode, or a third mode,
in particular in an active mode.

12. Method for cooling an electronics cabinet (10) ac-
cording to claim 11, wherein an internal temperature
Tin is measured in the electronics cabinet (10) and/or
in the cabinet side partitionment (12), and wherein
an external temperature Tex is measured on the ex-
ternal side and/or in the external side partitionment
(13), and wherein the first mode is activated when
the internal temperature Tin is higher than the exter-
nal temperature Tex, and/or wherein the second
mode is activated when the internal temperature Tin
is higher than the external temperature Tex and the
external temperature Tex is higher or preferably low-
er than an evaporation temperature Tevap of the re-
frigerant in the second cooling circuit (17), and/or
wherein the third mode is activated when the internal
temperature Tin is lower than the external tempera-
ture Tex.

13. Method for cooling an electronics cabinet (10) ac-
cording to claim 11 or 12, wherein in the first mode
only the first cooling circuit (15) and/or the third cool-
ing circuit (68) is/are operated, wherein in the second
mode and/or in the third mode the first cooling circuit
(15) and the second cooling circuit (17), and prefer-
ably the third cooling circuit (68) is operated.

14. Method for cooling an electronics cabinet (10) ac-
cording to any one of claims 11 to 13, wherein in the
first mode the shutter flap (61) is in an open position,
and/or wherein the airflow regulation flap (50) is in
an open position, and/or wherein at least one fan
(33, 36, 54) in the external side partitionment (13),
in particular in the first volume (52) and/or the second
volume (53), and or the cabinet side partitionment
(12) is operated, and/or wherein in the second mode
the shutter flap (61) is in an open position, and/or
wherein the airflow regulation flap (50) is in an open
position or in a closed position, and/or wherein at
least one fan (33, 36, 54) in the external side parti-
tionment (13), in particular in the first volume (52)
and/or the second volume (53), and/or the cabinet
side partitionment (12) is operated, and/or wherein

in the third mode the shutter flap (61) is in a closed
position, and/or wherein the airflow regulation flap
(50) is in a closed position, and/or wherein at least
one fan (33, 36, 54) in the external side partitionment
(13), in particular in the first volume (52) and/or the
second volume (53), and or the cabinet side parti-
tionment (12) is operated.

15. Electronics cabinet (10) with a cooling system (100)
according to any one of claims 1 to 10.

Amended claims in accordance with Rule 137(2)
EPC.

1. Cooling system (100), in particular for electronics
cabinets (10), comprising a casing (11), wherein the
casing (11) comprises at least a cabinet side parti-
tionment (12), wherein the cooling system (100)
comprises a first cooling circuit (15) and a second
cooling circuit (17), wherein the second cooling cir-
cuit (17) is an active cooling circuit, wherein the first
cooling circuit (15) and the second cooling circuit (17)
are thermally coupled, characterised in that the
second cooling circuit (17) is not disposed in the cab-
inet side partitionment (12), that a heat absorbing
heat exchanger section (27) of the first cooling circuit
(15) is disposed in the cabinet side partitionment
(12), that a heat releasing heat exchanger section
(29) of the first cooling circuit (15) is not disposed in
the cabinet side partitionment (12), that a heat ab-
sorbing heat exchanger section (20) of the second
cooling circuit (17) is not disposed in the cabinet side
partitionment (12) and thermally coupled to the heat
releasing heat exchanger section (29) of the first
cooling circuit (15), so that heat absorbed from the
heat absorbing heat exchanger section (27) of the
first cooling circuit (15) in the cabinet side partition-
ment (12) can be transferred via the heat releasing
heat exchanger section (29) of the first cooling circuit
(15) outside the cabinet side partitionment (12) to
the heat absorbing heat exchanger section (20) of
the second cooling circuit (17).

2. Cooling system (100) according to claim 1, wherein
the first cooling circuit (15) is a passive cooling circuit
or an active cooling circuit, and/or wherein the sec-
ond cooling circuit (17) comprises a refrigerant or
coolant with a Global Warming Potential (GWP) of
less than 1.000, preferably of less than 100, more
preferably of less than 10, further preferably of less
than 5, still further preferably of less than 3, and/or
wherein the second cooling circuit (17) comprises a
combustible or harmful refrigerant or coolant, where-
in preferably the refrigerant or the coolant is a hy-
drocarbon, preferably a polyolefin or an alkane, in
particular propane, propene or isobutane, and/or
wherein the second cooling circuit (17) is a vapor
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compression cycle circuit (18) or a chiller, and/or
wherein the first cooling circuit (15) is a fluid cooling
circuit, in particular a water cooling circuit, or a heat-
pipe, a thermosiphon or a pulsating heat pipe (16).

3. Cooling system (100) according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the heat absorbing heat exchanger section
(20) of the second cooling circuit is an evaporator
(19), and/or wherein the heat releasing heat ex-
changer section (29) of the first cooling circuit (15)
is a condenser (28).

4. Cooling system (100) according to any one of the
preceding claims, wherein the heat absorbing heat
exchanger section (20) of the second cooling circuit
(17) and the heat releasing heat exchanger section
(29) of the first cooling circuit (15) form a heat ex-
changer arrangement (37, 44), wherein the heat ex-
changer arrangement (37, 44) comprises a plurality
of heat exchange structures (40) which are arranged,
preferably in parallel to each other, in a plane of ex-
tension (41), wherein the heat absorbing heat ex-
changer section (20) of the second cooling circuit
(17) comprises a first plurality of fluid guiding means
(38) and wherein the heat releasing heat exchanger
section (29) of the first cooling circuit (15) comprises
a second plurality of fluid guiding means (39), where-
in each heat exchange structure (37, 44) comprises
at least one fluid guiding means (38) of the first plu-
rality and at least one fluid guiding means (39) of the
second plurality thermally coupled to each other, and
preferably arranged in parallel to each other, wherein
a clearance (42) is disposed between two adjacent
heat exchange structures (40) to allow airflow be-
tween the adjacent heat exchange structures (40)
and/or wherein each heat exchange structure (40)
comprises a heat sink (46) to thermally couple the
at least one fluid guiding means (38) of the first plu-
rality and the at least one fluid guiding (39) means
of the second plurality.

5. Cooling system (100) according to any one of the
preceding claims, wherein the heat absorbing heat
exchanger section (27) of the first cooling circuit (15)
is an evaporator (26).

6. Cooling system (100) according to any one of the
preceding claims, wherein the casing (11) comprises
an external side partitionment (13) separated by a,
preferably gas tight, internal partition wall (14) from
the cabinet side partitionment (12), wherein the heat
absorbing heat exchanger section (20) of the second
cooling circuit (17) is disposed only in the external
side partitionment (13).

7. Cooling system (100) according to any one the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the heat releasing heat ex-
changer section (29), in particular the condenser

(28), of the first cooling circuit (15) is disposed in the
external side partitionment (13), and wherein the
heat absorbing heat exchanger section (27), in par-
ticular the evaporator (26), of the first cooling circuit
(15) is arranged in the cabinet side partitionment
(12).

8. Cooling system (100) according to any one of the
preceding claims, wherein the cabinet side partition-
ment (12) comprises one inlet opening (30) for inflow
of air from an interior (32) of an electronics cabinet
(10) and an outlet opening (31) for outflow of air into
the electronics cabinet (10), and/or wherein the ex-
ternal side partitionment (13) comprises at least one
inlet opening (34, 55, 59) for inflow of air from an
external side and at least one outlet opening (35, 56,
60) for outflow of air to the external side of the elec-
tronics cabinet (10).

9. Cooling system (100) according to any one of claims
6 to 8, wherein the external side partitionment (13)
comprises a separation wall (51), separating the ex-
ternal side partitionment (13) into a first volume (52)
and a second volume (53), or a shutter flap (61),
which in a closed position, separates the external
side partitionment (13) into a first volume (52) and a
second volume (53), wherein preferably the heat ab-
sorbing heat exchanger section (20) of the second
cooling circuit (17) and/or the heat releasing heat
exchanger section (29) of the first cooling circuit (15)
is/are arranged in the first volume (52) and wherein
the heat releasing heat exchanger section (23) of
the second cooling circuit (17) is arranged in the sec-
ond volume (53), wherein preferably the first volume
(52) and/or the second volume (53) each have a re-
spective outlet opening (56, 60) and a respective in-
let opening (55, 59) wherein further preferably the
shutter flap (61) in the open position closes the inlet
opening (59) of the second volume (53), and/or
wherein the external side partitionment (13), in par-
ticular the first volume (52) and/or the second volume
(53), comprises a fan (36, 54), and/or wherein the
cabinet side partitionment (12) comprises a fan (33).

10. Cooling system (100) according to any one of the
preceding claims, comprising a third cooling circuit
(68), wherein the third cooling circuit (68) is prefer-
ably configured as a heatpipe, a thermosiphon or a
pulsating heat pipe (69), wherein further preferably
a heat absorbing heat exchanger section (70) of the
third cooling circuit (68) is arranged in the cabinet
side partitionment (12) in flow direction of the airflow
in front of the heat absorbing heat exchanger section
(27) of the first cooling circuit (15) and/or wherein a
heat releasing heat exchanger section (71) of the
third cooling circuit (68) is arranged in the external
side partitionment (13) in flow direction of the airflow
behind the heat releasing heat exchanger section

23 24 



EP 3 723 461 A1

14

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

(29) of the first cooling circuit (15) and/or behind the
heat absorbing heat exchanger section (20) of the
second cooling circuit (17).

11. Method for cooling an electronics cabinet (10) car-
ried out with a cooling system (100) according to any
one of claims 1 to 10, wherein the cooling system
(100) is selectively operated in at least one of a first
mode, in particular in a passive mode, a second
mode, in particular in a hybrid mode, or a third mode,
in particular in an active mode.

12. Method for cooling an electronics cabinet (10) ac-
cording to claim 11, wherein an internal temperature
Tin is measured in the electronics cabinet (10) and/or
in the cabinet side partitionment (12), and wherein
an external temperature Tex is measured on the ex-
ternal side and/or in the external side partitionment
(13), and wherein the first mode is activated when
the internal temperature Tin is higher than the exter-
nal temperature Tex, and/or wherein the second
mode is activated when the internal temperature Tin
is higher than the external temperature Tex and the
external temperature Tex is higher or preferably low-
er than an evaporation temperature Tevap of the re-
frigerant in the second cooling circuit (17), and/or
wherein the third mode is activated when the internal
temperature Tin is lower than the external tempera-
ture Tex.

13. Method for cooling an electronics cabinet (10) ac-
cording to claim 11 or 12, wherein in the first mode
only the first cooling circuit (15) and/or the third cool-
ing circuit (68) is/are operated, wherein in the second
mode and/or in the third mode the first cooling circuit
(15) and the second cooling circuit (17), and prefer-
ably the third cooling circuit (68) is operated.

14. Method for cooling an electronics cabinet (10) ac-
cording to any one of claims 11 to 13, wherein in the
first mode the shutter flap (61) is in an open position,
and/or wherein the airflow regulation flap (50) is in
an open position, and/or wherein at least one fan
(33, 36, 54) in the external side partitionment (13),
in particular in the first volume (52) and/or the second
volume (53), and or the cabinet side partitionment
(12) is operated, and/or wherein in the second mode
the shutter flap (61) is in an open position, and/or
wherein the airflow regulation flap (50) is in an open
position or in a closed position, and/or wherein at
least one fan (33, 36, 54) in the external side parti-
tionment (13), in particular in the first volume (52)
and/or the second volume (53), and/or the cabinet
side partitionment (12) is operated, and/or wherein
in the third mode the shutter flap (61) is in a closed
position, and/or wherein the airflow regulation flap
(50) is in a closed position, and/or wherein at least
one fan (33, 36, 54) in the external side partitionment

(13), in particular in the first volume (52) and/or the
second volume (53), and or the cabinet side parti-
tionment (12) is operated.

15. Electronics cabinet (10) with a cooling system (100)
according to any one of claims 1 to 10.
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