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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates generally to opti-
cal switches, and in particular to a reconfigurable fibre
optic wavelength switch that can operate independently
on individual wavelength channels contained in optical
signals originating from either of two input sources.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Any discussion of the prior art throughout the
specification should in no way be considered as an ad-
mission that such prior art is widely known or forms part
of common general knowledge in the field.
[0003] Unless the context clearly requires otherwise,
throughout the description and the claims, the words
’comprise’, ’comprising’, and the like are to be construed
in an inclusive sense as opposed to an exclusive or ex-
haustive sense; that is to say, in the sense of "including,
but not limited to".
[0004] The recent growth in the demand for broadband
services has resulted in a pressing need for increased
capacity on existing communication channels. The in-
creased bandwidth of fibre optic communication fibres is
still often insufficient to cope with this demand without
utilising the ability of these fibres to carry large numbers
of individual communication channels each identified by
the particular wavelength of the light. This technique is
known as dense wavelength division multiplexing
(DWDM). The disadvantage of this technique is that the
increasing density of wavelength channels places in-
creasing demand on network functionality for connecting
the individual channels to individual destination points on
a dynamic basis, and for the ability to add or drop an
individual wavelength channel into or out of the optical
signal. Currently these functions are primarily performed
by electronic techniques but the demand for increased
network speed calls for these functions to be performed
in the optical domain.
[0005] The use of wavelength selective switching for
applications of optical cross-connects has attracted
much interest because of the goal of fully flexible net-
works, where the paths of each wavelength can be recon-
figured to allow for arbitrary connection between nodes
with the capacity appropriate for that link at a particular
point in time. Although this goal is still valid, it is clear that
optical networks will evolve to this level of sophistication
in a number of stages. The first stage of the evolution is
likely to be that of a reconfigurable add/drop node where
a number of channels can be dropped or and added from
the main path, whose number and wavelength can be
varied over time - either as the network evolves or dy-
namically as the traffic demands vary.
[0006] A further functionality demanded by optical
communications networks is the ability to route incoming
signals from two origins in the same fashion independ-

ently of each other in a single device. This immediately
halves the device count required at any particular loca-
tion, without the loss of functionality in the adding and
dropping of channels from either source.
[0007] This present invention is directed to applica-
tions such as dual-source reconfigurable optical
add/drop multiplexer (ROADM) networks, dual-source
wavelength reconfigurable cross-connects referred to
generically as Wavelength Selective Switches (WSS),
dual-source dynamic channel equalisation (DCE) and for
single-source devices for correction of polarisation-de-
pendant loss (PDL) mechanisms.
[0008] The characteristics of a wavelength selective
element which is ideal for the applications of Optical
Add/Drop and Wavelength Selective Switching can be
summarized follows:

i) scalable to multiple fibre ports;

ii) one channel per port or multiple channels per port
operation;

iii) reconfiguration of wavelength selectivity to differ-
ent grids e.g. 50 GHz or 100 GHz or a combination
of both;

iv) low optical impairment of the express path;

v) low losses on the drop and express paths;

vi) ability to add and drop wavelengths simultane-
ously;

vii) ability to be reconfigured between any ports or
between any wavelengths without causing transient
impairments to the other ports;

viii) equalisation of optical power levels on express
path (OADM) or all paths (WSS);

ix) provision of shared optical power between ports
for a given wavelength (broadcast mode);

x) flat optical passband to prevent spectral narrow-
ing;

xi) power off configurations that leave the express
path of an OADM undisturbed; and

xii) small power and voltage and size requirements.

[0009] In reviewing the many technologies that have
been applied it is necessary to generalize somewhat, but
the following observations can be made.
[0010] Two basic approaches have been made for the
OADM and WSS applications.

i) The first has been based on wavelength blocking
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elements combined with a broadcast and select ar-
chitecture. This is an optical power intensive archi-
tecture, which can provide for channel equalization
and reconfiguration of wavelength selectivity, but is
not scalable to multiple ports, has very high loss and
because of the many auxiliary components such as
wavelength tuneable filters has a large power and
footprint requirement.

ii) Wavelength switches have been proposed for
OADMs, but do not naturally provide for channel
equalization, the channel by channel switching in
general leads to dispersion and loss narrowing of
optical channels, and in the case of multiple port
switches it is generally not possible to switch be-
tween ports without causing impairment (a hit) on
intermediate ports. In addition the channel spacing
cannot be dynamically reconfigured. Tunable 3- port
filters have also been proposed having a lack of im-
pairment to the express paths but do not scale easily
to multiple ports and may suffer from transient wave-
length hits during tuning. Tunable components are
usually locked to a particular bandwidth which can-
not be varied. In addition poor isolation of tunable 3-
ports means they are less applicable to many
add/drop applications which demand high through
path isolation.

[0011] One technology that has been applied to optical
cross connects has become known as 3-D MEMS which
uses small mirror structures which act on a beam of light
to direct it from one port to another. Examples of this art
are provided in United States Patents 5,960,133 and
6,501,877. The ports are usually arranged in a 2-dimen-
sional matrix and a corresponding element of the 2-di-
mensional array of mirrors can tilt in two axes to couple
between any one of the ports. Usually two arrays of these
mirrors are required to couple the light efficiently and,
because of the high degree of analogue control required,
structures based on this technology have proved to be
extremely difficult to realize in practice. As such, there
are few examples of commercially successful offerings.
In this type of structure, a separate component is required
to separate each wavelength division multiplexed (WDM)
input fibre to corresponding single channel/ single fibre
inputs.
[0012] One of the most promising platforms for wave-
length routing application relies on the principle of dis-
persing the channels spatially and operating on the dif-
ferent wavelengths, either with a switching element or
attenuation element. These technologies are advanta-
geous in that the switching element is integrated with the
wavelength dispersive element - greatly simplifying the
implementation. The trade-off is that in general the
switching is more limited, with most implementations
demonstrated to date being limited to small port counts
- and the routing between ports is not arbitrary. In general
a diffraction grating is used for micro-optic implementa-

tions or an array waveguide grating for waveguide appli-
cations. Most of the switching applications have been
based on MEMS micro mirrors fabricated in silicon and
based on a tilt actuation in one dimension. One problem
with this approach is the difficulty in achieving the wave-
length resolution required when the angular dispersion
is mapped to a displacement. In such cases, an image
of the fibre (with or without magnification) is mapped onto
the tilt mirror array. In order to couple the light into a
second port, additional optical elements are required that
convert the angle into a displacement. Different ap-
proaches to this have included retroreflection cubes
wedges (US patent 6,097,519) which provide discrete
displacements or Angle-to-Displacement elements (US
Patent 6,560,000) which can provide continuous map-
ping using optical power provisioned at the Rayleigh
length of the image. In all of these cases, in order to
switch between ports, the tilt mirror needs to pass through
the angles corresponding to intermediate ports. In addi-
tion, the number of ports is limited in each of these cases
by the numerical aperture of the fibre as each of the dif-
ferent switch positions are discriminated by angles. For
a fibre with a numerical aperture of 0.1, a switch which
can tilt by +- 12 degrees could not distinguish 8 different
switch positions. One approach that can be used is to
decrease the numerical aperture through the use of ther-
mally expanded cores or micro lenses - but this is done
at the expense of wavelength resolution.
[0013] An alternative has been to use polarization to
switch between ports. Obviously this is most appropriate
to switching between 2 ports corresponding to the 2 po-
larisation states. Such a switch is described in Patel (J.
S. Patel and Y. Silverberg, IEEE Photonics Technology
Letters Vol. 7 No. 5, 1995, pp. 514-516) where an optical
dispersion element (in this case a grating) is used to sep-
arate an optical signal into spatially separated wave-
length channels incident onto a liquid crystal spatial light
modulator (LC SLM). The SLM is then configured to ro-
tate the polarisation of the light of a desired wavelength
channel by 90° which causes the light to be deflected
from the main channel by a birefringent crystal. The
wavelengths are then recombined by a second grating
element forming two spatially-displaced outputs: one
containing the wavelength channels acted on by the LC
SLM, and the second output containing the remaining
wavelength channels. Since these types of switches are
limited to only two polarisation states, they are not readily
scalable, though more complicated schemes can be en-
visaged to allow for switching between multiple ports.
With polarization switching, also, dynamic equalization
of channels can only be done at the expense of the re-
jected light being channelled into the second fibre - so it
is not applicable to equalization of the express path whilst
dropping a number of wavelengths.
[0014] A better alternative to switch between multiple
ports has been the use of optical beam deflectors such
as MEMS mirror arrays or LC SLMs. These devices de-
flect the light through free space, thus allowing multiple
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signal beams to be simultaneously interconnected with-
out cross-talk between data channels.
[0015] An example of a MEMS-based device is taught
by Waverka (US Patent 6,501,877) which disperses the
individual wavelength channels with a diffraction grating.
The individual channels are each then focused on to spa-
tially separated elements of the MEMS array which im-
parts an angular displacement on the beams. A retrore-
flection device is used to convert the angular displace-
ment to a lateral offset that, when passed back through
the optical system, translates into a coupling to the de-
sired output port. In this implementation the offset states
are quantised and determined by the angles of the ret-
roreflection prism.
[0016] A similar technique is taught in US Patent
6,707,959 by Ducellier where a particular spatially sep-
arated wavelength channel is acted upon by a deflector
array implemented either using a MEMS device or a
transmissive LC deflector. A schematic block diagram of
this device is shown in Fig. 1. Ducellier introduces an
improvement over Waverka by having the angle-to-offset
(ATO) element 1 being able to translate continuously for
an arbitrary state by placing an ATO lens at the Rayleigh
point of the optical array 2. The angular array is then
transmitted through a standard 4-f lens design (telecen-
tric telescope) using a spherical reflector 3 to the deflec-
tion array 4 with preservation of the angular multiplex.
The individual wavelength channels in the optical signal
are separated by an optical dispersion element 5 at the
telecentric point of the optical system.
[0017] The deflection array 4 can be operated in either
reflective or transmissive mode and (similarly to Waverka
and Patel) provides a deflection of a desired wavelength
channel perpendicularly to the wavelength dispersion di-
rection. The deflection is such that an ATO element at
the output array translates the new angular multiplex into
an offset corresponding to the desired output port. In this
system, the input array, the optical dispersion element,
the deflection array, and the output array all lie in the
same focal plane due to the spherical symmetry of the
optics. The disadvantages of this is that large deflection
angles are required to switch between fibre ports and a
for large numerical aperture optics are required. The re-
quirement also for a duplicate optical system in the trans-
missive deflection array embodiment places severe re-
strictions on the compactness and cost of the final device.
[0018] Additionally, none of the devices described
above can operate independently on the light from two
input sources or two groupings of light having the same
wavelength channels independently. Due to the exist-
ence of polarisation dependent loss and polarisation
mode dispersion it is often convenient to consider two
orthogonal polarisation states as two separate sources
and it could be advantageous to act on these separately.
[0019] Various techniques have been proposed for the
correction of polarisation dependent loss (PDL) in optical
communication systems on a wavelength basis such as
those discussed by Roberts (US Patent Application Pub-

lication 2004/0004755). These techniques however are
only applicable to a single optical fibre and operate in
transmission mode only. Thus there may be an unmet
need for techniques to provide broadband PDL correction
for multiple optical fibre devices or in a switching archi-
tecture.
[0020] US 6,327,019 describes a liquid-crystal switch-
ing element relying upon a segmented liquid-crystal po-
larization modulator, at least one frequency-dispersive
grating and one or more polarization-dispersive ele-
ments, such as Wollaston prisms, to switch separate
wavelength-divided signals among four optical paths.
The switching is done complementally between the fibers
of each pair, and the same switching is done for the two
pairs. All four beams can be processed by a single set
of serial optics.
[0021] WO 03/032071 describes a wavelength selec-
tive switch, in which an input optical signal is wavelength-
dispersed and polarization-split in two angularly oriented
planes. A polarization rotation device, such as a liquid
crystal polarization modulator, pixelated along the wave-
length dispersive direction such that each pixel operates
on a separate wavelength channel, rotates the polariza-
tion of the light signal passing through the pixel, according
to the control voltage applied to that pixel. The polariza-
tion modulated signals are then wavelength-recombined
and polarization-recombined by means of similar disper-
sion and polarization combining components as were
used to respectively disperse and split the input signals.
[0022] US 2002/131691 describes a wavelength-sep-
arating-routing apparatus that uses a diffraction grating
to separate a multi-wavelength optical signal by wave-
length into multiple spectral channels, which are focused
onto an array of corresponding channel micromirrors.
The channel micromirrors are individually controllable
and continuously pivotable to reflect the spectral chan-
nels into selected output ports.
[0023] WO 2004/005993 describes an optical device
comprising two or more waveguides, two or more diffrac-
tion elements to diffract individual optical channels prop-
agating from the waveguides, and one or more reconfig-
urable holographic elements to reflect the diffracted op-
tical channels back to the diffraction elements so that the
reflected diffracted optical channels are diffracted again
toward the waveguides.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0024] Aspects of the invention are defined in the ap-
pended claims.
[0025] It is an object of the present disclosure to over-
come, ameliorate or provide a useful alternative to at least
some of the disadvantages of the prior art by providing
a reconfigurable optical add/drop multiplexer and wave-
length selective switch capable of independently operat-
ing on arbitrary wavelength channels contained in light
from two distinct sources or groups.
[0026] In accordance with a first example, there is pro-
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vided an optical signal manipulation system including: a
series of ports for carrying a series of optical signals to
be manipulated; a spatial separating means for spatially
separating at least a first and a second group of light from
the series of optical signals, wavelength dispersion ele-
ment subsequently spatially separating wavelengths of
the first and second series, wavelength processing
means for separately processing separated wavelengths
of the first and second series.
[0027] The spatial separating means preferably in-
cludes a polarisation manipulation element separating a
first and second series of predetermined polarisations
from predetermined ones of the ports and projecting the
first series in a first angular direction and the second se-
ries in a second angular direction. The spatial separating
means preferably also includes a series of optical power
elements offset from the ports separating at least a first
and second series of predetermined optical signals from
predetermined ones of the ports and projecting the first
series in a first angular direction and the second series
in a second angular direction.
[0028] Signals processed by the wavelength process-
ing means are preferably transmitted back through the
wavelength dispersion element, the polarisation manip-
ulation element for output at the optical signal ports. The
particular port to which particular wavelengths are pref-
erably output may be determined by the processing car-
ried out by the wavelength processing means.
[0029] The wavelength processing means preferably
includes a series of zones and the wavelength process-
ing means separately manipulates the phase front of light
striking each of the zones in order to control the output
destination of wavelengths striking a particular zone. The
wavelength processing means may include a spatial light
modulator having a plurality of independently addressa-
ble pixels with the pixels being manipulated in a prede-
termined manner so as to manipulate the phase front
striking a corresponding zone.
[0030] The optical signals received by the wavelength
processing means are preferably in the form of wave-
length separated elongated bands. The wavelength sep-
arated elongated bands are preferably substantially col-
limated along their major axis and substantially focused
along their minor axis. The ratio of the width of the major
axis to the width of the minor axis of the bands can be
equal to or greater than 5. The width of the bands major
axis may be substantially 700 microns and the width of
a bands minor axis may be substantially 20 microns,
[0031] Preferably, the first series forms a first row of
wavelength separated elongated bands and the second
series forms a second row of wavelength separated elon-
gated bands. The first and second row are preferably
substantially parallel. The first series of predetermined
polarisations may be derived from a first polarisation
state of the optical signals and the second series of pre-
determined polarisations may be derived from a second
substantially orthogonal polarisation state of the optical
signals. Alternatively, the first series of predetermined

polarisations may be derived from orthogonal polarisa-
tions of a first series of optical signals and the second
series of predetermined polarisations may be derived
from orthogonal polarisations of a second series of opti-
cal signals.
[0032] In one example , the wavelength processing
means may comprise a liquid crystal display device hav-
ing a series of light modulating pixels formed thereon.
The optical signals traversing the wavelength dispersion
element are preferably substantially polarisation aligned.
The light emitted from the optical signal ports preferably
passes through a numerical aperture modifying means
before traversing the polarisation manipulation element.
The numerical aperture of the light from the optical signal
ports may be modified by a series of lenses having a
pitch substantially in accordance with the pitch of the op-
tical signal ports.
[0033] The polarisation manipulation element may
comprise a first polarisation separation element for spa-
tially separating orthogonal polarisations and a second
polarisation deflection element for angularly deflecting
an optical signal in accordance with the polarisation state
of the signal. The polarisation manipulation element may
also include, in series, a polarisation separation element
for spatially separating orthogonal polarisations, a polar-
isation alignment element for aligning the separated or-
thogonal polarisations and a polarisation deflection ele-
ment for angularly deflecting an optical signal in accord-
ance with the polarisation state of the signal.
[0034] The system may also include a first optical pow-
er element for collimating the light emitted from the po-
larisation manipulation element onto the wavelength dis-
persion element and a second optical power element for
focusing the light emitted from the wavelength dispersion
element onto the wavelength processing means. The first
and second optical power elements may comprise of re-
flective mirror surfaces with the first optical power ele-
ment having optical power in a first optical axis only and
the second optical power element having optical power
in a first optical axis only. The system may also include
a third optical power element for collimating the light emit-
ted from the polarisation manipulation element onto the
wavelength processing means. The third optical power
element may comprise of a lens that has optical power
in a second optical axis only. The second optical axis
may be orthogonal to the first optical axis
[0035] In accordance with a further example , there is
provided an optical signal manipulation system including:
a series of optical signal ports; numerical aperture mod-
ifying means for modifying the numerical aperture of light
emitted from the optical signal ports to form modified op-
tical signals; polarisation manipulation means for impart-
ing a different angular projection to substantially orthog-
onal polarisation states of the modified optical signals;
polarisation alignment means for substantially aligning
the polarisation state of the substantially orthogonal po-
larisation states; wavelength dispersion element for an-
gularly dispersing by wavelength the aligned modified
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optical signals; a wavelength control element having a
series of elongated control zones for receipt and manip-
ulation of a region of the wavelength dispersed optical
signals.
[0036] The different substantially orthogonal polarisa-
tion states are preferably manipulated by different elon-
gated control zones. A first polarisation state may be ma-
nipulated by a first series of substantially adjacent control
zones and a second orthogonal polarisation state may
be manipulated by a second series of substantially ad-
jacent control zones. The first and second series of sub-
stantially adjacent control zones are preferably substan-
tially parallel with one another. Light from the wavelength
control element may be projecting through a second
wavelength dispersion element so as to combine wave-
lengths of the first and second series; Light from the sec-
ond wavelength dispersion element may be projected
through a second polarisation manipulation element for
combining the orthogonal polarisations to output at pre-
determined optical signal ports. Light projected from the
optical signal ports to the wavelength control element
may undergo at least two reflections on reflective optical
power surfaces.
[0037] The wavelength dispersion element preferably
includes a diffraction grating mounted on an optical
prism. Light from the polarisation manipulation means
and light from the wavelength control element may strike
the prism substantially at Brewster’s angle. The path
lengths of light in the first and second polarisation states
may be substantially equalised on traversal through the
prism.
[0038] In accordance with a further example, there is
provided an optical system including: a series of optical
signal ports; numerical aperture modifying means for
modifying the numerical aperture of light emitted from
the optical signal ports to form modified optical signals;
a polarisation alignment means for substantially aligning
the polarisation state of substantially orthogonal polari-
sation states from the optical signal ports; wavelength
dispersion element for angularly dispersing by wave-
length the aligned modified optical signals; an optical
phase control matrix for receipt and manipulation of a
region of the wavelength dispersed optical signals; a se-
ries of optical power elements for creating a spatial in-
tensity overlap on the wavelength control element be-
tween projections from a first selected optical signal port
and a second selected optical signal port.
[0039] The optical phase control matrix preferably in-
cludes a series of elongated control zones. Each the con-
trol zone of the optical phase control matrix may comprise
a plurality of individually addressable pixels with each of
the pixel modifying the phase of light passing through it.
[0040] The projections of optical signals at the optical
phase control matrix along a first optical axis are prefer-
ably in the image plane of the series of optical power
elements. The projections of optical signals at the optical
phase control matrix along a second optical axis are pref-
erably substantially in the fourier or telecentric plane of

the series of optical power elements. The first optical axis
may be substantially orthogonal to the second optical
axis. Signals from the first selected optical signal port
received by the optical phase control matrix are prefer-
ably manipulated and transmitted back through the wave-
length dispersion element for output at the second se-
lected optical signal port.
[0041] The optical system in the first optical axis may
be substantially 2n times the focal length of the series of
optical power elements in the first optical axis, where n
can be a positive integer. The optical system in the sec-
ond optical axis may be substantially 2m times the focal
length of the series of optical power elements in the sec-
ond optical axis where m may be a positive integer. In
one embodiment n is an even integer and m is an odd
integer.
[0042] The optical signals received by the optical
phase control matrix are preferably in the form of wave-
length separated elongated bands. Each wavelength
separated elongated band aligns with an independent
one of the elongated control zones. The minor axis of the
elongated bands lies in the first optical axis and the major
axis of the elongated bands lies in the second optical axis.
[0043] The reconfigurable dual-source optical wave-
length processor of the present device may include:

- a series of optical ports for generating and/or receiv-
ing an optical beam;

- an optical phased-matrix coupling (OPMC) device
for receiving and reflecting said beams;

- a series of optical power elements positioned be-
tween said ports and said OPMC device to provide
a spatial overlap between the said beams from said
ports on the phase coupling device;

- a series of optical path separating elements arrayed
in such a way as to create at least two independent
groups of light;

- an optical dispersion element designed to separate
at least a first and second wavelengths of light; and

wherein said optical phased-matrix device provides for
individual control of at least a first and second wave-
length’s coupling efficiency between an input port and at
least one output port.
[0044] The device in its preferred embodiments may
include:

- a series of optical ports which may include optical
fibre arrays;

- a series of optical ports where the optical fibre arrays
are single mode fibres;

- a series of optical ports where the optical fibre array
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includes at least a first input port, a first output port,
a first add port and a first drop port;

- a series of optical ports where the optical fibre array
includes a plurality of add ports and/or a plurality of
drop ports;

- a series of optical ports where the optical fibre array
includes a second input ports, a second output port;

- a series of optical ports where the optical fibre array
includes a plurality of input ports, and a plurality of
output port;

- a series of optical power elements which can include
spherical microlens arrays for altering the numerical
aperture of each of the optical ports;

- optical power elements including cylindrical lenses
with a first focal length and cylindrical mirrors with a
second focal length for projecting light from the ports
on the optical phased-array coupling means com-
prising at least a spatially separated first group of
spatially dispersed wavelength channels, each
wavelength channel being substantially collimated
in one axis and substantially focused in the orthog-
onal axis;

- polarisation diversity elements including a birefrin-
gent walk-off crystal composite λ/2 waveplates for
1550 nm light, compensating birefringent wedges,
and/or Faraday rotators;

- an optical dispersion element which is a Carpenter’s
Prism (grism) operating in the reflective mode at near
Littrow condition, and a wedge angle substantially
at Brewster’s angle of the incident light: and

- an optical phased matrix coupling (OPMC) means
providing 2-dimensional optical phase only or phase
and optical amplitude such as may be provided by
a liquid crystal on silicon (LCOS) spatial light mod-
ulator (SLM).

[0045] Possible practical applications of a dual-source
optical switch are:

Device 1.
A Polarisation Dependent Loss (PDL) correcting
Reconfigurable Optical Add/Drop Multiplexer
(ROADM) where light from an input optical fibre port
is separated into two beams with orthogonal polari-
sation states, with each beam being dispersed into
spatially separated wavelength channels, and the
two groups of spatially separated wavelength chan-
nels being projected onto spatially separated regions
of a liquid crystal spatial light modulator. The orthog-
onal polarisation states of a particular wavelength

channel may then be addressed independently
which allows for equalisation of the PDL of the wave-
length channel before being directed to a choice of
output fibre ports (either an express output port or a
drop port).
Device 2.
A dual-source ROADM consisting of two independ-
ent groups of fibre ports, with each group as a min-
imum containing an input port and an express output
port, and optionally a drop port. (In practise each of
the independent ROADMs includes a plurality of add
and drop ports.) The light corresponding to the paths
into and out of the ports corresponding to either
group may be tagged, for example by assigning each
independent device to an orthogonal polarisation
state, spatially separating the light from the two po-
larisations and imaging the light from each polarisa-
tion onto a spatially separated region of the OPMC
to act on the channels from each device independ-
ently.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0046] Preferred embodiments of the invention will
now be described, by way of example only, with reference
to the accompanying drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a schematic diagram of a prior art optical
add/drop multiplexer;

Figure 2 is a block schematic of a dual-source optical
wavelength processor in accordance with the
present invention;

Figure 3 is a schematic view of a first embodiment
of a dual-source optical wavelength processor in ac-
cordance with the present invention;

Figure 4 is a detail schematic view of the front end
polarisation tagging mechanism of the first embodi-
ment;

Figure 5 is a close-up view of an OPMC device with
a folding prism to allow for simplified mounting of the
device;

Figure 6 is a schematic view of a second embodiment
of a dual-source optical wavelength processor in ac-
cordance with the present invention;

Figure 7 is a detail schematic view of a first embod-
iment the front end polarisation tagging mechanism
of the second embodiment;

Figure 8 shows a cutaway stack of alternating glass
and quartz plates for constructing the first embodi-
ment of a polarisation equalisation element;
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Figure 9 is a cutaway of the first polarisation equal-
isation element mounted to a substrate for polishing
to the required thickness;

Figure 10 is cutaway detail schematic view of a sec-
ond embodiment the front end polarisation tagging
mechanism of the second embodiment;

Figure 11 is a first embodiment of a non-reciprocal
polarisation equalisation element;

Figure 12 is a second embodiment of a non-recipro-
cal polarisation equalisation element;

Figure 13 is a schematic view of a forward propagat-
ing beam in the switching plane of an embodiment
of the present invention;

Figure 14 is a schematic view of a backward propa-
gating beam of an embodiment of the present
invention ;

Figure 15 is a graph showing the phase slope written
on to the pixels of the OPMC to switch an incoming
beam to a first output port; and

Figure 16 is a graph showing the phase slope written
on to the pixels of the OPMC to switch an incoming
beam to a second output port.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBOD-
IMENTS

[0047] The preferred embodiment provides an optical
switching device that may operate on individual spatially
dispersed wavelength channels contained in an optical
signal that originate from either of two input sources. The
input sources may be:

a) two unrelated sources preferably delivered to the
switch via optical fibre;

b) two orthogonally polarised beams originating from
a single source, preferably delivered to the switch
via optical fibre;

c) a plurality of input sources, preferably delivered
to the switch via optical fibre, separated into orthog-
onal polarisation states such that the polarisation
states of a particular wavelength channel may be
acted upon independently;

d) a plurality of input sources, preferably delivered
to the switch via optical fibre, optically tagged in a
fashion that defines two distinct groups, for example
by assigning each of the input sources one of two
orthogonal polarisation states.

[0048] Fig. 2 shows a schematic block diagram of a
dual-source optical wavelength processor constructed in
accordance with a preferred embodiment. The wave-
length processor device 10 is divided (virtually) into two
distinct devices 20 and 30 where the operation of one is
entirely independent of the other. Each of the virtual de-
vices 20 and 30 in the preferred embodiment may act as
an independent reconfigurable optical add-drop multi-
plexer (OADM). That is, each of the virtual devices 20
and 30 includes an input ports 21 and 31 respectively,
each input port delivering an optical signal to the device,
where each signal contains a plurality of channels λ1,
λ2, ..., λn distinguished by the centre wavelength of the
channel. Each of the virtual devices also includes an out-
put port 22 and 32 respectively. Virtual device 20 includes
a plurality of drop ports 23, 24 and 25, and a plurality of
add ports 26, 27 and 28. Virtual device 30 includes a
plurality of drop ports 33, 34 and 35, and a plurality of
add ports 36, 37 and 38. Three drop and three add ports
are shown for each of the virtual devices 20 and 30, how-
ever, more or less parts may be incorporated in other
embodiments as required. For a signal arriving at input
port 21, virtual device 20 may be configured to drop an
arbitrary selection of the wavelength channels contained
therein onto drop ports 23 to 25, for example λ1, λ2 and
λ3. Simultaneously, for a signal arriving at input port 31,
virtual device 30 may be configured to drop a different
arbitrary selection of the wavelength channels contained
therein onto drop ports 33 to 35, for example λ2, λ3 and
λ5. All of the other wavelength channels contained in ei-
ther signal on port 21 or 31 that are not dropped onto the
drop ports are directed to the corresponding output port
22 or 32 respectively via the corresponding express
paths 29 or 39 of the device. As is known in the operation
of an OADM, the add ports of each of the virtual devices
may be used to add signals onto the express path of the
device to be transmitted to the output port, however in
the case of the present embodiment, the added signals
may either be of the same wavelength as any of the
dropped signals, or a different wavelength entirely. For
example, the wavelength channels added to virtual de-
vice 20 may be λ2 and λ(n+1).

Device 1

[0049] The preferred embodiment of the Device 1
above is shown in schematic form in Fig. 3. The device
100 includes an array of input and output ports consisting
of 4 fibres (101-104) to form a ROADM where fibre port
102 is designated as the express Input port, fibre port
103 as the express Output port, fibre port 101 as a first
Add port, and fibre port 104 as a first Drop port. A device
such as this in practice may also include a plurality of
additional Add and Drop ports (not shown). The fibres
are all aligned vertically in what will be referred to as the
x-dimension of the 3-axis 105 and separated in this em-
bodiment by about 250 mm.
[0050] The output from the fibres is firstly incident on
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a microlens array 110 of spherical lenses spaced with a
separation corresponding to the fibre separation. In this
embodiment, the focal length of the individual lenses in
the array 110 are chosen to be 500 mm positioned to form
beam waists of approximately 50 mm diameter. The effect
of the spherical microlens array 110 is to decrease the
numerical aperture (NA) of the fibres, say, from their sin-
gle mode value of 0.1 to about 0.02. This effect relaxes
the requirements on the optical quality of the subsequent
optical elements so that cheaper optical components
may be used without unduly compromising the quality of
the optical signal.
[0051] The beam emerging from the input fibres is split
in the x-direction into two polarization states (v in the x-
dimension and h in the y-dimension) by a walk-off crystal
115. In this embodiment, the thickness of the walk-off
crystal is 1.25mm. The walk-off crystal spatially sepa-
rates the h and v polarisation states of the optical signal
from the input fibre preferably by a distance of half the
fibre array separation - in this embodiment this distance
is 125mm.of thickness 1.25 mm. The result of the walk-
off crystal if one were to look back at the fibre array in
the -z-direction would be an image of 8 fibres separated
by 125 mm.
[0052] The beams then enter a birefringent wedge
(BRW) element 130 which is depicted in Fig. 3 as a com-
pensating element (CBRW) to compensate the path
lengths of the forward and backward beams between the
fibre ports. The CBRW works on the principle of "double
refraction" and causes an angular offset to be imparted
on the beams in one polarisation state with respect to
the other. In Fig. 3, this offset is in the vertical or x-di-
mension. In other embodiments, the CBRW 130 can be
a simple non-compensating element however this would
correspond to unequal path lengths from each of the fibre
ports resulting in a spatial offset on refocusing onto an
output port, ultimately affecting the efficiency of the return
path.
[0053] Fig. 4 shows the fibre ports 101-104, the NA
modifying optical power microlens array 110, the birefrin-
gent walk-off element 115 and the CBRW 130. An output
beam 191 from fibre 101 is split into two beams 192 and
193 by element 115, where beam 192 is in the vertical
or v-polarisation state and beam 193 is in the horizontal
or h-polarisation state. The now polarisation tagged
beams enter the CBRW 130 which imparts an angular
offset on the beams in one polarisation state with respect
to the other. As depicted in Fig. 4, this angular offset is
in the vertical or x-dimension and propagates through
the remaining optical system to result in a spatial sepa-
ration between beams of different polarisations at the
OPMC, as will be seen.
[0054] Returning to Fig. 3, each of the input beams is
next projected to a first y-cylindrical mirror 140 with a
focal length of 5 cm to provide substantial collimation of
the beams in the y axis. The angular misalignment be-
tween the v-polarised and h-polarised beams is unaffect-
ed and continues to separate spatially. The reflected

beams are then projected onto a polarisation equalisation
element 150 where the spatially separated v- and h-po-
larisations strike the element 150 in the upper and lower
halves respectively. The polarisation equalisation ele-
ment 150 is a composite waveplate of λ/2 retardation.
The entire upper half 151 is a crystal-quartz waveplate
with its optical axis at 45° which rotates the v-polarised
beams into the h-polarisation. The lower half 152 is
formed from simple glass which does not alter the polar-
isation state of the originally h-polarised beams. Equali-
sation of the polarisations states in this manner ensures
efficient operation of the subsequent wavelength dis-
persing element and the spatial light modulator in the
subsequent optical path.
[0055] The beams are then directed to a cylindrical lens
160 having optical power in the x-dimension and a focal
length of 20 cm before being incident on a wavelength
dispersive element which in this case is a wedged grating
prism combination 170, known commonly as a grism or
Carpenter’s prism, operating in the reflective orientation
and aligned at the near-Littrow condition. The grism is a
combination of two common optical elements - namely
a diffraction grating 171 which may be of either the trans-
mission or reflection type, and a wedged prism 172 -
which are bonded together. In the embodiments de-
scribed here, grating 171 is a reflection grating and the
beams traverse a double pass through the prism 172. In
an alternative embodiment a grism element may be used
with the grating operating in transmission mode. In other
embodiments of the system, the wavelength dispersive
element 170 may be a simple grating operating in the
near-Littrow reflective state for the 1.5 mm wavelength
of the light (1200 lines/mm) emerging from the input fibre
ports. The addition of the wedged prism bonded to the
grating, however, adds significant advantages to the ef-
ficiency of the system, being:

a) improved equalisation of the optical path lengths
in the y-dimension;

b) by suitable selection of the refractive index and
input face angles the dispersion characteristics (in
particular the angular dependence in the x-dimen-
sion) of the grating may be designed and hence cho-
sen to correct for effects such as conical diffraction
from the grating resulting from non-orthogonal com-
ponents of the beams striking the grating (since the
prism has the opposite angular dependence to that
of the grating) which ultimately results in errors in
the focused position at the fibre ports on the return
paths of the beams;

c) modification of the effective wavelengths of the
beams as they strike the grating to enable the use
of higher resolution gratings for more efficient dis-
persion i.e. a 1.5 mm beam in air requires the use of
gratings with ∼1200 lines/mm whereas in the prism
with refractive index ∼1.5, the effective wavelength
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is ∼1 mm and thus gratings with 1700 lines/mm can
be used.

[0056] In the preferred embodiments, the angle of the
prism is such that the light beams (which at this stage
are all in the p-polarisation state with respect to the prism)
are incident on the prism surface substantially at the
Brewster angle to avoid loss of the light due to reflection
from the prism interface which is then lost to the system.
In the preferred embodiments, the light which has trav-
elled through the prism strikes the grating in the s-polar-
isation state (with respect to the grating). In the preferred
embodiments, the characteristics of the prism 172 are
designed to substantially compensate for the chirp of the
grating 171, which in turn substantially eliminates errors
due to conical diffraction in the image of the light beams
at the output fibre ports.
[0057] The now wavelength-dispersed beams then
pass back through the prism element of the grism 170
and again are passed through the cylindrical lens 160.
After the second pass of the x-dimension lens 160 the
now diffracted beam is substantially collimated in the x-
direction - the combined effect of the double pass of lens
160 being a lens with focal length of approximately 10
cm i.e. twice the focal length of the first cylindrical mirror
140. This condition ensures that the grating acts on the
signal beams in the telecentric or Fourier plane of the
beams in the y-dimension.
[0058] On exiting from the cylindrical lens 160, the now
collimated and spatially separated (in the x-dimension)
beams pass by the polarisation equalisation element 150
and are incident again on the cylindrical mirror 140 which
focuses the beams in the y-dimension onto the optical
phased-matrix coupling (OPMC) means 180. In the pre-
ferred embodiments, the OMPC is a liquid crystal on sil-
icon spatial light modulator (LCOS SLM) 180.
[0059] The projection on the OPMC comprises two
groups of spatially separated wavelength channels, one
group 185 being on the upper half (in the x-dimension)
of the OPMC corresponding to beams originating in the
v-polarisation state, and the second group 186 being on
the lower half of the OPMC corresponding to beams orig-
inating from the h-polarisation state at the fibre input
ports. The individual wavelength channels in each group
are separated spatially in the y-dimension and the image
of each wavelength channel appears substantially as be-
ing highly asymmetric with orthogonal dimensions of
about 20 mm in the now focused y-dimension and about
700 mm in the collimated x-dimension. Thus the individual
wavelength channels from the input fibre ports may be
accessed by the OPMC 180 independently of any of the
other channels, and the orthogonal polarisation states of
any particular wavelength channel may also be ad-
dressed individually. This offers the ability to be able to
control the efficiency of the reflected beams from the OP-
MC in either polarisation and hence compensate for po-
larisation dependent loss on any particular channel that
may exist in the input beams.

[0060] In an alternative embodiment of the system, the
mounting of the OPMC device 180 can be simplified as
illustrated in Fig. 5 by folding the beams downwards (in
the - x-dimension) by a prism 181 to allow simple mount-
ing of the OPMC.
[0061] Returning to Fig. 3, the OPMC is positioned at
or near the focal point of the light in the y-dimension being
focused by cylindrical lens 140, which coincides with the
telecentric or Fourier plane of the collimated light in the
x-dimension. This situation results in a 4-f (8-f for the
complete return path) optical system for light in the y-di-
mension and a 2-f (4-f for the complete return path) op-
tical system for light in the x-dimension. Thus, light in the
y-dimension, when it retraces its path back through the
optical system, it is focused in the same plane as the
optical fibre ports. Conversely for light in the x-dimension,
a complete inversion of the magnification occurs such
that the focal position of the light at the fibres is inverted
about the centre line (i.e. between fibre ports 102 and
103).
[0062] The OPMC device 180 is able to couple any
one independently or all the wavelength channels from
the input port 102 or the add port 101 to either the drop
port 104 or the express port 103. This coupling is
achieved by inducing a phase hologram on the OPMC
at each of the wavelength channels of the correct order
to impart onto the beam the required amount of phase
front correction to partially recreate the phase front of a
beam which would approximately retrace its path through
the system to be re-imaged on the desired output fibre
port. Simultaneously when the input light from the input
port 102 is directed to the drop port 104 at a particular
wavelength, the same wavelength will be directed from
the add port 101 to the express output port 103. The
technique used to create the phase hologram on the OP-
MC will be described later in detail.
[0063] The re-imaged light at the output fibre port is
again largely circularly symmetric as the effects of the
cylindrical lenses and polarisation equalisation elements
are reversed through the return propagation. Channel by
channel control of optical power can be achieved by ex-
citing a fraction of the power into an angle that doesn’t
correspond to an active port hence attenuating the power
in the chosen path.

Device 2

[0064] A second embodiment 200 is shown in sche-
matic perspective view in Fig. 6 wherein the operation of
all the elements with similar numbers as elements in Fig.
3 (eg 130 and 230) is equivalent. This embodiment 200
displays a plurality of functionalities such as wavelength
switching and channel by channel power control, wave-
length blocking etc. Clearly a particular device may be
configured to only provide a subset of these functionali-
ties such as a pure wavelength blocker device.
[0065] In the preferred embodiment the input and out-
put ports consist of 8 fibres (201-208) where the light
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from the odd-numbered fibres 201, 203, 205 and 207 are
directed to a ROADM for a first optical signal, for example
a DWDM signal propagating in a first direction through a
telecommunications exchange. (ROADM1) The even-
numbered fibres 202, 204, 206 and 208 are directed to
a second ROADM (ROADM2) operating independently
of the first to be used for example for a second DWDM
signal propagating in a second direction through the ex-
change. The fibres are all aligned vertically in what will
be referred to as the x-dimension and, in the preferred
embodiment, separated by about 250 mm. The fibres
consisting ROADM1 include a first input port 203, a first
output port 205, a first add port 201 and a first drop port
207. The fibres consisting ROADM2 include a first input
port 204, a first output port 206, a first add port 2 and a
first drop port 208.
[0066] The output from the fibres undergoes adjust-
ment of the NA via the spherical microlens array 210 in
an equivalent manner as element 110 in the description
of Device 1 above and is again split into orthogonally
polarised beams by a walk-off crystal 215. The result of
the walk-off crystal in this case is to generate 16 beams
separated by 125 mm with polarisation states alternating
between the v- and the h-polarisation.
[0067] The beams next enters a polarization diversity
optical element 220. Element 220 is a plate of λ/2 retar-
dation (92 mm) for light with a wavelength of 1.5 mm and
is constructed from alternating regions 221 and 222 of
glass and crystal quartz respectively. The glass regions
do not affect the polarisation state of the beam passing
through it, whereas the quartz regions act as a waveplate
of λ/2 retardation and consequently rotate the polarisa-
tion axis of the beam by 90° (between the x- and γ-direc-
tions). To achieve this, the optical axis of the pieces 222
are rotated 45° with respect to the optical axis of the sys-
tem.
[0068] Turning to Fig. 7, there is shown the first 5 fibre
ports 201-205, the NA modifying optical power microlens
array 210, the birefringent walk-off element 215 , the
composite waveplate 220 and the CBRW 230 to show in
detail the polarisation tagging architecture in more detail.
An output beam 291 from fibre 201 is split into two beams
292 and 293 by element 215, where beam 292 is in the
vertical or v-polarisation state and beam 293 is in the
horizontal or h-polarisation state. The optical element
220 is shown as comprising of a first glass waveplate of
height 125 mm followed by alternating regions of quartz
and glass with heights of 250 mm. Beam 292 next passes
through a glass region 221 of element 220 which does
not alter the polarisation state and beam 293 passes
through a quartz region 226 of element 220 which rotates
the plane of polarisation by 90° into the v-polarisation.
Beams 292 and 293, together being substantially the total
output from fibre port 201, are now both in the v-polari-
sation state. Looking now at the output beam 294 from
fibre port 202 after being similarly separated into two sub-
sequent beams 295 and 296 by element 215, the v-po-
larised beam 295 passes through a quartz region 222 of

element 220 and is rotated into the h-polarisation state,
whereas the undeviated h-polarised beam 296 passes
though a glass region 221 as such is unchanged. All the
output from fibre port 202 is now in the h-polarisation
state. This sequence is repeated for each alternate fibre
port such that the output from all the odd-numbered ports
201, 203, 205 and 207 corresponding to ROADM1 are
output from 220 in the v-polarisation state and all the
outputs from the even-numbered fibre ports 202, 204,
206 and 208 corresponding to ROADM2 are in the h-po-
larisation state. The now polarisation tagged beams enter
the CBRW 230 to impart an angular offset on the beams
in one polarisation state with respect to the other. This
offset is again in the vertical or x-dimension. In other em-
bodiments, element 230 may be a simple, non-compen-
sating element, however, this would correspond to une-
qual path lengths resulting in a spatial offset between
say, a beam emitted from fibre input port 201 and re-
imaged to the output port 207 of approximately 40 mm,
therefore adversely affecting the overlap efficiency of the
re-imaged light onto the express output or drop fibre
ports.
[0069] The composite waveplate 220 may be con-
structed by first bonding alternating sheets of glass and
crystal quartz, each having thickness of about 250 mm
as shown in Fig. 8. The front face 225 of the stack is
polished to an optical quality finish and then cut trans-
versely to the direction of the sheets along line 223. The
cut piece is then attached to a substrate 227 as shown
in Fig. 9 and polished on the cut face 228 to be the re-
quired thickness for a λ/2 waveplate at 1.5 mm (about 92
mm). The composite waveplate is finally removed from
the substrate 227. Such waveplates may be produced
by nano-optic lithographic techniques (as supplied by Na-
no Opto Corporation of Somerset, New Jersey USA) or
by an arrangement of standard quartz waveplate tech-
niques as described above.
[0070] Referring back to Fig. 6, the beams from the
input ports are next projected to a first cylindrical mirror
240 with optical power in the y-dimension having a focal
length of 5 cm which provides collimation in the y axis.
The angular misalignment between the v-polarised and
h-polarised beams is unaffected and continues to sepa-
rate spatially. The beams are then projected onto polar-
isation equalisation element 250 where again, the spa-
tially separated v- and h- polarisations strike 250 in the
upper 251 and lower 252 halves respectively. After the
element 250, the polarisations of the beams are equal-
ised for efficient operation of the wavelength dispersing
element and the OPMC.
[0071] The beams are then directed to the cylindrical
lens 260 having optical power in the x-dimension with a
focal length of 20 cm before being incident on a wave-
length dispersive element shown as grism element 270
aligned at near-Littrow condition. In other embodiments
of the system, the wavelength dispersive element may
again be a simple grating operating in the near-Littrow
reflective state for the 1.5 mm wavelength of the light
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(1200 lines/mm) emerging from the input fibre ports, how-
ever, the grism embodiment adds significant advantages
to the efficiency of the system as previously described.
[0072] The reflected wavelength-dispersed beams
then pass back through the prism element of the grism
270 and again pass through cylindrical lens 260. After
the second pass of the x-dimension lens the now diffract-
ed beam is substantially collimated in the x direction -
the combined effect of the double pass of the lens 260
being a lens with focal length of approximately 10 cm,
being twice the focal length of the first cylindrical mirror
240. This condition ensures that the grating acts in the
telecentric or Fourier plane of the beams in the y-dimen-
sion.
[0073] On exiting from the cylindrical lens 260 the now
collimated and spatially separated (in the x-dimension)
beams pass by the polarisation equalisation element 250
and are incident again on the cylindrical mirror 240 which
focuses the beams in the y-dimension onto the liquid
crystal spatial light modulator (OPMC) 280.
[0074] In practise it may be difficult to efficiently place
element 250 into the beam path such that the beams only
interact with it before striking the grism and not afterwards
as well since:

a) the beams may have significantly expanded at
this point; and

b) after the grism element, the beams are angularly
dispersed in the y-dimension.

[0075] To overcome this problem, it is possible to use
a non-reciprocal composite element (either 350 of Fig.
11 or 450 of Fig. 12) incorporating a Faraday rotator and
allow the beams to pass through the element twice in
each direction.
[0076] The first non-reciprocal embodiment of element
250 is shown in Fig. 11 as a composite λ/2 waveplate
350 similar to that of element 150 or 250. However, the
bottom half 351 is a birefringent material such as quartz
which has its optical axis at 22.5°, and the upper half 352
is a Faraday rotating material. In order to use this device,
the polarisation equalisation element 220 needs to be
replaced with the alternative element 320 shown in Fig.
10. Element 320 is similarly constructed to 220, however,
all of the alternate regions are a birefringent material such
as quartz with the optical axes alternately oriented to be
622.5°. This has the effect of rotating the polarisation
state of an incident beam by 645° on traversal of the λ/2
waveplate. This result in the odd-numbered fibres corre-
sponding to ROADM1 being tagged with a polarisation
state of +45°, and the even-numbered fibres correspond-
ing to ROADM2 being tagged with a polarisation state of
-45°. Additionally, the CBRW 30 must be rotated about
the z-axis to align with the polarisations states thus im-
parting the angular multiplex between the tagged beams
in the correct direction. Returning again to Fig. 11, beams
301 from ROAMD1 with polarisation +45° is incident on

352 and which exiting 302 has been rotated 45° clockwise
(cw) to be in the h-polarisation state for efficient diffraction
by the grism element. The polarisation state is un-
changed on reflection 303 and on the second pass
through element 352 it is again rotated 45° cw to emerge
308 in the -45° polarisation state. Conversely, beams 305
from ROADM2 with polarisation -45° incident on element
351 and are rotated 45° counterclockwise (ccw) to be in
the h-polarisation state 306 on exiting for efficient diffrac-
tion by the grism element. Again, the polarisation state
is unchanged on reflection 307 and on the second pass
through 351 it is rotated cw 45° to be in the -45° polari-
sation 308. Beams from both ROADMs are now in the
same polarisation state and the OPMC may be aligned
accordingly to achieve efficient diffraction of the beams.
[0077] In a second embodiment of a non-reciprocal po-
larisation equalisation element to replace element 250,
a composite λ/2 waveplate 450 such as that shown in
Fig. 12 may be used. In this embodiment, no other chang-
es need to be made in the optical system, such that el-
ements 220 and 230 may be as shown in Fig. 6. The
lower half 451 of the element 450 is simple glass and as
such has no effect on the polarisation of the light passing
through it in either direction. The upper half however is
constructed of two elements in series:

a) a birefringent material 452 such as quartz with its
optical axis rotated at an angle of 22.5° and thickness
λ/2 such that beam passing though it are rotated in
a reciprocal manner by 45° ; and

b) a Faraday rotating material 453 of λ/2 retardation
that rotates the polarisation state of the light by +45°
(cw) in a non-reciprocal manner.

[0078] Thus, light from ROADM1 401 which strikes el-
ement 452 with polarisation in the vertical direction has
its polarisation rotated by +45° where it then strikes ele-
ment 453 where the polarisation is rotated a further 45°
to emerge 402 in the horizontal polarisation state before
striking the grism.
[0079] On the return path after the grism, the light 403
firstly strikes element 453 where it is rotated by 45° cw
to be in the -45 ° polarisation state, and next strikes ele-
ment 452 where the polarisation is then rotated ccw to
emerge in the horizontal polarisation state. Beams from
both ROADMs are again now in the same polarisation
state for efficient operation of the OPMC.
[0080] Returning to Fig. 6 the projection onto the OP-
MC comprises of two groups of spatially separated wave-
length channels, one group 285 being on the upper half
(in the x-dimension) of the OPMC corresponding to
beams from the input fibre ports of ROADM1, and the
second group 286 being on the lower half of the OPMC
corresponding to beams from the input fibre ports of
ROADM2. The wavelength channels are separated spa-
tially in the y-dimension and the image of each wave-
length channel on the OPMC appears highly asymmetric
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with orthogonal dimensions of about 20 mm in the now
focused y-dimension and about 700 mm in the substan-
tially collimated x-dimension. The individual wavelength
channels from either ROADM 1 or ROADM2 may be ac-
cessed by the OPMC 280 independently of any of the
other channels.
[0081] The OPCM 280 is positioned at approximately
one focal length from the cylindrical lens 240, which co-
incides with the telecentric or Fourier plane of the colli-
mated light in the x-dimension. This situation results in a
4-f (8-f for the complete return path) optical system for
light in the y-dimension and a 2-f (4-f for the complete
return path) optical system for light in the x-dimension.
Thus, light in the y-dimension, when it retraces its path
back through the optical system, is focused in the same
plane as the optical fibre ports. Conversely for light in the
x-dimension, a complete inversion of the magnification
occurs such that the focal position of the light at the fibres
is inverted about the centre line (i.e. between fibre ports
204 and 205). However, since in the present system al-
ternate fibre ports are tagged with alternate polarisation
states, such that each of the fibres located at equal dis-
tances from the centre line of the fibre port array is tagged
with an orthogonal polarisation and no light from the other
fibre port will be imaged onto its magnification equivalent
since the polarisation equalisation elements in the sys-
tem will only re-image the light back onto a fibre port if it
is of the correct polarisation. This polarisation tagging
architecture thus has the significant advantage of elimi-
nating cross-talk between the two ROADMs since the
interconnected fibre ports are twice the distance between
the individual fibres of the total fibre array, and any light
from either of the ROADM devices that appears onto the
path of the other is lost to the space between the fibres
due to the fact that it will be of incorrect polarisation and
will not be combined in the walk-off crystal 215.
[0082] The OPMC 280 is able to direct the image of
any one wavelength channel independently or all the
wavelength channels from the input fibres between the
drop ports, either fibre ports 207 or 208, or the express
ports, either fibre ports 205 or 207, for either of ROADM
1 or ROADM2 respectively. This is achieved by inducing
a phase hologram at each of the wavelength channels
of the correct order to impart onto the beam the required
amount of phase front correction to retrace its path
through the system and be re-imaged on the desired out-
put fibre port._Simultaneously, when the input light from
the input port 203 of ROADM1 is directed to the drop port
207 at a particular wavelength, the same wavelength will
be directed from the corresponding add port 201 to the
express output port of ROADM1 205. Similarly for
ROADM2, when the input light from the input port 4 of
ROADM2 is directed to the drop port 208 at a particular
wavelength the same wavelength will be directed from
the corresponding add port 202 to the express output
port 206 of ROADM2. The re-imaged light at the fibre
port is again largely circularly symmetric as the effects
of the cylindrical lenses and polarisation equalisation el-

ements are reversed through the return propagation. The
operation of the OPMC device will now be described.
[0083] Preferred embodiments of the invention may be
provided in a optoelectronic package including a hermet-
ically sealed casing to ensure protection of the optical
componentry of the device from environmental factors
such as dust and humidity. The packaging may also in-
clude electronic circuitry integrated within the casing for
electronics control of the OPMC device. Other preferred
embodiments also include a heating element within the
casing to maintain the device within a predetermined
range of operating temperatures, typically between about
40°C and 70°C.
[0084] Typically embodiments of packaging design
and characteristics are disclosed in the applicant’s pend-
ing Australian provisional application 2004904650.
[0085] As a further enhancement of the preferred em-
bodiments of the invention disclosed herein, the optical
wavelength processor may be configured to perform
higher functional operations. An example of one such
functional enhancement is disclosed in the applicant’s
co-pending United States Patent application 10/952223,
which discusses techniques for realising a dynamically
reconfigurable optical cross-connect. The techniques de-
scribed in this disclosure may be incorporated in to the
preferred embodiments described above to provide a du-
al source wavelength selective optical cross-connect.
[0086] In other embodiments, the device may be con-
figured to perform other higher-order operations on the
optical signals as part of a complete optical communica-
tions system. These functions may include active and
dynamic compensation of optical dispersion effects ac-
cumulated in a preceding optical fibre link, mitigation of
detrimental non-linear optical effects accumulated in the
optical fibre link, dynamic reconfigurability to account for
detrimental effects in existing dispersion compensation
techniques or for thermally induced variations, or simul-
taneous dynamic and/or active control over both ampli-
tude and phase of individual wavelength channels in a
DWDM optical signal.
[0087] Techniques and methodology for carrying out
these and other higher-order functions in the preferred
embodiments are disclosed in the applicant’s co-pending
United States Patent application 11/069,608.

Description of the Optical Phased Matrix Coupling Device

[0088] The optical phased array coupling (OPMC) el-
ement in the preferred implementations is a liquid crystal
on silicon (LCOS) device. Liquid crystal devices are com-
monly used for optical modulators. They have a number
of advantages over mechanical modulators such as large
modulation depths, no moving parts, low power dissipa-
tion, potential for large aperture operation and low cost.
The LCOS device is a reflective device where a liquid
crystal is sandwiched between a transparent glass layer
with a transparent electrode and a silicon substrate di-
vided into a 2-dimensional array of individually addressed
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electrodes. LCOS technology enables very high resolu-
tion devices with pixel pitch on the order of 10 - 20 mm,
with each pixel being individually addressed by elec-
trodes on the silicon substrate. The liquid crystals com-
monly used are dependent on the particular application,
where ferroelectric liquid crystals (FLC) are preferred for
devices requiring very fast switching times and phase
modulations of less than π/2, and Nematic Liquid Crystals
(NLC) are preferred for applications requiring pure phase
modulations of up to 2π in reflection on a pixel-by-pixel
basis. The LCOS systems in the preferred embodiments
use NLCs. Such devices are available from Boulder Non-
linear Systems of Lafayette, Colorado, USA.
[0089] The diffractive optical phased matrix can be
thought of in terms of a diffraction grating formed by quan-
tised multiple level phase grating set up by configuring
the amount of phase retardation on a pixel-by-pixel basis
across the face of the beam to be routed. High efficiency
of coupling and high isolation of switching states can be
achieved through the use of a large number of elements
in the phased matrix particularly in the axis of the x-di-
mension as is provided by the large size of the optical
projection in that axis
[0090] As described in the descriptions above, the im-
age on the OPMC is that of two groups of spatially sep-
arated wavelength channels, one group being on the up-
per half (in the x-dimension) of the OPMC corresponding
to beams that have been tagged with a first polarisation
state, and the second group being on the lower half of
the OPMC corresponding to beams that have been
tagged with a second polarisation state orthogonal to the
first. Since the LCOS device is highly polarisation de-
pendent, for efficient operation the light from both groups
of beams when they arrive at the device have been ma-
nipulated to be in the same polarisation state as previ-
ously described. The wavelength channels are separat-
ed spatially in the y-dimension and the image of each
wavelength channel is highly asymmetric with orthogonal
dimensions of about 20 mm in the focused y-dimension
and about 700 mm in the collimated x-dimension.
[0091] Due to the individually addressable nature of
the LCOS pixels, the individual wavelength channels
from either group of beams can be accessed by the OP-
MC 180 or 280 independently of any of the other chan-
nels. The OPMC device is divided into two series’ of elon-
gated cell regions substantially matching the elongated
spatially separated wavelength bands. The cell regions
each may include a plurality of drivable cells wherein, in
use, the cells are preferably driven to provide a selective
driving structure which projects a corresponding optical
signal falling on the cell region substantially into one of
a series of output order modes.
[0092] One method of visualising the coupling of a par-
ticular wavelength channel to a desired output port is that
the cells that the particular wavelength channel occupies
on the LCOS device form an optical phase matrix. This
matrix is set up in such a fashion to recreate the phase
of the required output port from the phase front of the

input port which will now be described. In this embodi-
ment, for simplicity, the beams are assumed to be colli-
mated in the x-axis with a linearly varying phase front
though the required functions can be easily calculated
for converging or diverging or distorted phase fronts
wherein the OPMC will provide optical power and routing
simultaneously.
[0093] Referring to Fig. 13 and Fig. 14, the forward
propagating beam from an optical fibre input port 503 is
generated with a phase-front orthogonal to the direction
of propagation. It passes through a lens 510 with a focal
length f. The beam is still travelling in the same direction
so the phase-front 561 strikes the OPMC device 520 in
the plane of the device. To couple this beam into an op-
tical fibre output port 501, the phase-front of the beam
after reflection from the OPMC needs to have a phase
front 565 which has a phase slope s with respect to the
incoming phase-front 561 in the switching plane given in
units of radians per micrometer. Thus, after passing
again through the lens 510, the backward propagating
beam has been displaced by a distance d with respect
to the forward propagating beam, and so is incident on
the output port 501. The phase slope s that is needed on
the backward propagating phase-front to align with a par-
ticular output port is found by 

[0094] This phase slope then needs to be converted
into a phase shift on the individual pixels of the LCOS in
the form of a voltage ramp in the plane of the elongated
image of the wavelength channel on the OPMC device.
The phase shift φ that each pixel needs to impart on the
beam is calculated by 

where X is the number of pixels in the x-dimension, Y is
the pixel width in mm, and λ is the wavelength of the
channel in mm. The relationship between the phase shift
imparted on the beam by each pixel and the voltage ap-
plied to that pixel is determined using a lookup table. This
results in an increasing function of voltage (or phase
change) with respect to the pixel number as seen by ex-
ample in the dotted lines 601 and 603 of Fig. 15 and Fig.
16 respectively using 256 pixels as an example. To limit
the amount of voltage applied to the pixel, however, it is
recognised that a phase shift of 2π is equivalent to a
phase shift of zero, so each time the phase shift of a
particular pixel reaches 2π, the voltage of the next pixel
is reset to give a phase shift of zero and the ramp repeat-
ed. This is seen by the solid lines 602 and 604 in Fig. 15
and Fig. 16 respectively.
[0095] A second way to visualise the coupling is to pre-
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sume that the optical phased-matrix at a particular wave-
length channel is set up in such a fashion so as to create
an overlap integral between the input and the desired
output ports of that particular wavelength channel. The
spatial overlap integral of the input Electric field vector
at the OPCM, modified by the applied phase of the OP-
MC, with the Electric field vector of the output fibre pro-
jection on the OPCM will provide a measure of the cou-
pling efficiency between those ports. It is clear that the
OPCM can be used to correct for optical aberrations in
the system or, alternatively, deliberate optical aberra-
tions may be introduced to suppress back reflections by
suitable design of the optical phased-matrix. Additionally,
control over the relative phase of the reflected light in
each fibre is provided which may be usefully employed
if the optical wavelength processor is used in interfero-
metric applications.
[0096] Channel by channel control of optical power
may also be achieved by exciting a fraction of the power
into a mode that doesn’t correspond to an active port
hence attenuating the power in the chosen path.
[0097] In alternative embodiments, the OPCM may
provide part or all of the optical power required to allow
refocusing of the beam in the y dimension. This is calcu-
lated in an identical fashion since the OPCM only requires
spatial overlap of the intensity of the beams to allow cou-
pling to occur and is independent of the state of focus or
collimation.
[0098] A significant benefit of the phased matrix ap-
proach with the LCOS device is that the efficiency of the
overlap coupling efficiency may be controlled on a wave-
length-by-wavelength basis by active control of the cou-
pling or diffraction efficiency of the phase matrix. This
may be achieved by coupling a known amount of the
wavelength channel into a mode which does not corre-
spond to an output port and as such, the light is lost to
the system. In the same fashion, if desired, known por-
tions of light in any particular group or wavelength chan-
nel may be coupled into more than one output fibre.
[0099] It will be appreciated that the preferred embod-
iments of the optical wavelength processor described
herein include precision optical components that rely on
efficient alignment and calibration. Due to the strict guide-
lines for devices in telecommunications applications, the
device must meet and maintain a level of efficiency to
ensure the integrity of the data being routed through the
device.
[0100] A significant advantage of the use of liquid crys-
tal technology in preferred embodiments is that the level
of precision in the alignment may be relaxed somewhat
in the initial manufacture phase. The efficiency of the
device may then be optimised using an in-situ calibration
process that uses the dynamic reconfigurability of the
LCoS pixels to create a background image map. This
image map is configured to maximise the optical through-
put of the device on each of the wavelength channels
and for each optical input/output. This optimisation pro-
cedure may be configured to also correct for such detri-

mental effects as:aberrations from lenses or other optical
elements which is a common result of slightly misaligned
components; surface irregularities of the optical compo-
nentry; or irregular response from active components
such as the LCoS OPMC.
[0101] Techniques and methods of performing this
type of calibration procedure are disclosed in the appli-
cant’s co-pending United States Patent application
10/984, 594.
[0102] Although the invention has been described with
reference to a specific example, it will be appreciated by
those skilled in the art that the invention may be embodied
in many other forms.

Claims

1. An optical signal manipulation system (100) includ-
ing:

a series of ports (101 - 104) for carrying a series
of optical signals to be manipulated;
a spatial separating means (115) for spatially
separating at least a first and a second group of
light signals from said series of optical signals,
the spatial separating means including means
for projecting said first group in a first angular
direction and the second group in a second an-
gular direction, where the first and second an-
gular directions are different from each other;
a wavelength dispersion element (170) subse-
quently spatially separating wavelengths of said
first and second group of light signals into two
groups of spatially separated wavelength chan-
nels; and
wavelength processing means (180) for sepa-
rately processing separated wavelengths of said
first and second group, wherein the two groups
of spatially separated wavelength channels are
projected onto spatially separated regions of the
wavelength processing means.

2. A system as claimed in claim 1 wherein said spatial
separating means includes a polarisation manipula-
tion element separating a first and second series of
predetermined polarisations from predetermined
ones of said ports to form said first and second group
and projecting said first series in said first angular
direction and the second series in said second an-
gular direction.

3. A system as claimed in claim 1 wherein said spatial
separating means includes a series of optical power
elements offset from said ports separating at least a
first and second series of predetermined optical sig-
nals from predetermined ones of said ports and pro-
jecting said first series in a first angular direction and
the second series in a second angular direction.
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4. A system as claimed in claim 1 wherein signals proc-
essed by said wavelength processing means are
transmitted back through said wavelength disper-
sion element, said polarisation manipulation element
for output at said optical signal ports.

5. A system as claimed in claim 4 wherein the particular
port to which particular wavelengths are output is
determined by the processing carried out by said
wavelength processing means.

6. A system as claimed in claim 4 wherein said wave-
length processing means includes a series of zones
and the wavelength processing means separately
manipulates the phase front of light striking each of
said zones in order to control the output destination
of wavelengths striking a particular zone.

7. A system as claimed in claim 6 wherein said wave-
length processing means includes a spatial light
modulator having a plurality of independently ad-
dressable pixels with said pixels being manipulated
in a predetermined manner so as to manipulate the
phase front striking a corresponding zone.

8. A system as claimed in claim 1 wherein the optical
signals received by said wavelength processing
means are in the form of wavelength separated elon-
gated bands.

9. A system as claimed in claim 8 wherein the wave-
length separated elongated bands are substantially
collimated along their major axis and substantially
focused along their minor axis.

10. A system as claimed in claim 9 wherein the ratio of
the width of the major axis to the width of the minor
axis of the bands is equal to or greater than 5.

11. A system as claimed in claim 9 wherein the width of
the bands major axis is substantially 700 microns
and the width of a bands minor axis is substantially
20 microns.

12. A system as claimed in claim 8 wherein said first
series forms a first row of wavelength separated
elongated bands and said second series forms a
second row of wavelength separated elongated
bands.

13. A system as claimed in claim 12 wherein said first
and second row are substantially parallel.

14. A system as claimed in claim 2 wherein said first
series of predetermined polarisations is derived from
a first polarisation state of said optical signals and
said second series of predetermined polarisations is
derived from a second substantially orthogonal po-

larisation state of said optical signals.

15. A system as claimed in claim 2 wherein said first
series of predetermined polarisations is derived from
orthogonal polarisations of a first series of optical
signals and said second series of predetermined po-
larisations is derived from orthogonal polarisations
of a second series of optical signals.

16. A system as claimed in claim 1 wherein said wave-
length processing means includes a liquid crystal
display device having a series of light modulating
pixels formed thereon.

17. A system as claimed in claim 1 wherein the optical
signals traversing said wavelength dispersion ele-
ment are substantially polarisation aligned.

18. A system as claimed in claim 1 wherein the light emit-
ted from said optical signal ports passes through a
numerical aperture modifying means (110) before
traversing said polarisation manipulation element.

19. A system as claimed in claim 18 wherein the numer-
ical aperture of the light from said optical signal ports
is modified by a series of lenses having a pitch sub-
stantially in accordance with the pitch of the optical
signal ports.

20. A system as claimed in claim 2 wherein said polari-
sation manipulation element includes a first polari-
sation separation element for spatially separating or-
thogonal polarisations and a second polarisation de-
flection element for angularly deflecting an optical
signal in accordance with the polarisation state of
the signal.

21. A system as claimed in claim 2 wherein said polari-
sation manipulation element includes, in series, a
polarisation separation element for spatially sepa-
rating orthogonal polarisations, a polarisation align-
ment element for aligning the separated orthogonal
polarisations and a polarisation deflection element
for angularly deflecting an optical signal in accord-
ance with the polarisation state of the signal.

22. A system as claimed in claim 2 further including a
first optical power element (140) for collimating the
light emitted from said polarisation manipulation el-
ement onto said wavelength dispersion element.

23. A system as claimed in claim 22 further including a
second optical power element (140) for focusing the
light emitted from said wavelength dispersion ele-
ment onto said wavelength processing means.

24. A system as claimed in claim 23 wherein said first
and second optical power elements comprise of re-
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flective mirror surfaces.

25. A system as claimed in claim 23 wherein said first
and second optical power elements together com-
prise of a single reflective mirror surface.

26. A system as claimed in claim 22 wherein said first
optical power element has optical power in a first
optical axis only.

27. A system as claimed in claim 23 wherein said second
optical power element has optical power in a first
optical axis only.

28. A system as claimed in claim 23 further includes a
third optical power element (160) for collimating the
light emitted from said polarisation manipulation el-
ement onto said wavelength processing means.

29. A system as claimed in claim 28 wherein said third
optical power element includes a lens.

30. A system as claimed in claim 28 wherein said third
optical power element has optical power in a second
optical axis only.

31. A system as claimed in claim 30 wherein said second
optical axis is orthogonal to said first optical axis.

Patentansprüche

1. Optisches Signalmanipulationssystem (100), ein-
schließend:

eine Reihe von Ports (101 bis 104), um eine Rei-
he optischer Signale zu führen, die manipuliert
werden sollen;
ein räumliches Trennmittel (115) zum räumli-
chen Trennen von mindestens einer ersten und
einer zweiten Gruppe von Lichtsignalen aus der
Reihe von optischen Signalen, wobei das räum-
liche Trennmittel Mittel zum Projizieren der ers-
ten Gruppe in einer ersten Winkelrichtung und
der zweiten Gruppe in einer zweiten Winkelrich-
tung einschließt, wobei die erste und die zweite
Winkelrichtung voneinander verschieden sind;
ein Wellenlängendispersionselement (170), das
nachfolgend Wellenlängen der ersten und der
zweiten Gruppe von Lichtsignalen räumlich in
zwei Gruppen von räumlich getrennten Wellen-
längenkanälen trennt; und
Wellenlängenverarbeitungsmittel (180) zum se-
paraten Verarbeiten getrennter Wellenlängen
der ersten und zweiten Gruppe, wobei die bei-
den Gruppen der räumlich getrennten Wellen-
längenkanäle auf räumlich getrennte Regionen
des Wellenlängenverarbeitungsmittels proji-

ziert werden.

2. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei das räumliche
Trennmittel ein Polarisationsmanipulationselement
einschließt, welches eine erste und zweite Reihe von
vorbestimmten Polarisationen aus vorbestimmten
der Ports trennt, um die erste und zweite Gruppe zu
bilden, und die erste Reihe in die erste Winkelrich-
tung und die zweite Reihe in die zweite Winkelrich-
tung projiziert.

3. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei das räumliche
Trennmittel eine Reihe von optischen Leistungsele-
menten einschließt, die von den Ports versetzt sind,
die mindestens eine erste und eine zweite Reihe von
vorbestimmten optischen Signalen aus vorbestimm-
ten der Ports trennen und die erste Reihe in eine
erste Winkelrichtung und die zweite Reihe in eine
zweite Winkelrichtung projizieren.

4. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei Signale, die von
dem Wellenlängenverarbeitungsmittel verarbeitet
werden, durch das Wellenlängendispersionsele-
ment, das Polarisationsmanipulationselement zur
Ausgabe an die optischen Signalports rückübermit-
telt werden.

5. System nach Anspruch 4, wobei der spezielle Port,
an den spezielle Wellenlängen ausgegeben werden,
durch die Verarbeitung bestimmt wird, die durch das
Wellenlängenverarbeitungsmittel durchgeführt wird.

6. System nach Anspruch 4, wobei das Wellenlängen-
verarbeitungsmittel eine Reihe von Zonen ein-
schließt, und wobei das Wellenlängenverarbei-
tungsmittel separat die Phasenfront des Lichtes ma-
nipuliert, das auf jede der Zonen auftrifft, um den
Ausgabezielort der Wellenlängen zu steuern, die auf
eine spezielle Zone auftreffen.

7. System nach Anspruch 6, wobei das Wellenlängen-
verarbeitungsmittel einen räumlichen Lichtmodula-
tor mit einer Vielzahl von unabhängig adressierba-
ren Pixeln einschließt, wobei die Pixel in einer vor-
bestimmten Weise manipuliert werden, um so die
Phasenfront zu manipulieren, die auf eine entspre-
chende Zone auftrifft.

8. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei die von dem Wel-
lenlängenverarbeitungsmittel empfangenen Signale
in Form von wellenlängengetrennten längserstreck-
ten Bändern vorliegen.

9. System nach Anspruch 8, wobei die wellenlängen-
getrennten längserstreckten Bänder im Wesentli-
chen entlang ihrer Hauptachse kollimiert sind und
im Wesentlichen entlang ihrer Nebenachse fokus-
siert sind.
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10. System nach Anspruch 9, wobei das Verhältnis von
der Breite der Hauptachse zu der Breite der Neben-
achse der Bänder gleich oder größer als 5 ist.

11. System nach Anspruch 9, wobei die Breite der
Hauptachse der Bänder im Wesentlichen 700 Mikro-
meter beträgt und die Breite der Nebenachse der
Bänder im Wesentlichen 20 Mikrometer beträgt.

12. System nach Anspruch 8, wobei die erste Reihe eine
erste Zeile von wellenlängengetrennten längser-
streckten Bändern bildet und die zweite Reihe eine
zweite Zeile von wellenlängengetrennten längser-
streckten Bändern bildet.

13. System nach Anspruch 12, wobei der erste und der
zweite Zeile im Wesentlichen parallel sind.

14. System nach Anspruch 2, wobei die erste Reihe von
vorbestimmten Polarisationen von einem ersten Po-
larisationszustand der optischen Signale abgeleitet
ist, und die zweite Reihe von vorbestimmten Polari-
sationen von einem zweiten, im Wesentlichen ortho-
gonalen Polarisationszustand der optischen Signale
abgeleitet ist.

15. System nach Anspruch 2, wobei die erste Reihe von
vorbestimmten Polarisationen von orthogonalen Po-
larisationen einer ersten Reihe von optischen Sig-
nalen abgeleitet ist, und die zweite Reihe von vor-
bestimmten Polarisationen von orthogonalen Pola-
risationen einer zweiten Reihe von optischen Signa-
len abgeleitet ist.

16. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Wellenlängen-
verarbeitungsmittel eine Flüssigkristallanzeigevor-
richtung mit einer Reihe von darauf gebildeten licht-
modulierenden Pixeln einschließt.

17. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei die optischen Sig-
nale, die das Wellenlängendispersionselement que-
ren, im Wesentlichen polarisationsausgerichtet sind.

18. System nach Anspruch 1, wobei das aus den opti-
schen Signalports emittierte Licht ein Modifikations-
mittel (110) der numerischen Apertur passiert, bevor
es das Polarisationsmanipulationselement quert.

19. System nach Anspruch 18, wobei die numerische
Apertur des Lichts aus den optischen Signalports
durch eine Reihe von Linsen mit einem Pitch (Ab-
stand) im Wesentlichen gemäß dem Pitch der opti-
schen Signalports modifiziert wird.

20. System nach Anspruch 2, wobei das Polarisations-
manipulationselement ein erstes Polarisationstrenn-
element zum räumlichen Trennen von orthogonalen
Polarisationen und ein zweites Polarisationsauslen-

kungselement zum Winkelauslenken eines opti-
schen Signals gemäß dem Polarisationszustand des
Signals einschließt.

21. System nach Anspruch 2, wobei das Polarisations-
manipulationselement in Reihe ein Polarisations-
trennelement zum räumlichen Trennen von orthogo-
nalen Polarisationen, ein Polarisationsausrichtele-
ment zum Ausrichten der getrennten orthogonalen
Polarisationen und ein Polarisationsauslenkungse-
lement zum Winkelauslenken eines optischen Sig-
nals gemäß dem Polarisationszustand des Signals
einschließt.

22. System nach Anspruch 2, des Weiteren einschlie-
ßend ein erstes optisches Leistungselement (140)
zum Kollimieren des von dem Polarisationsmanipu-
lationselement emittierten Lichts auf das Wellenlän-
gendispersionselement.

23. System nach Anspruch 22, des Weiteren einschlie-
ßend ein zweites optisches Leistungselement (140)
zum Fokussieren des von dem Wellenlängendisper-
sionselements emittierten Lichts auf das Wellenlän-
genverarbeitungsmittel.

24. System nach Anspruch 23, wobei das erste und das
zweite optische Leistungselement aus reflektieren-
den Spiegeloberflächen zusammengesetzt sind.

25. System nach Anspruch 23, wobei das erste und das
zweite optische Leistungselement zusammen aus
einer einzelnen reflektierenden Spiegeloberfläche
zusammengesetzt sind.

26. System nach Anspruch 22, wobei das erste optische
Leistungselement optische Leistung in nur einer ers-
ten optischen Achse hat.

27. System nach Anspruch 23, wobei das zweite opti-
sche Leistungselement optische Leistung in nur ei-
ner ersten optischen Achse hat.

28. System nach Anspruch 23, das des Weiteren ein
drittes optisches Leistungselement (160) zum Kolli-
mieren des von dem Polarisationsmanipulationsele-
ment emittierten Lichts auf das Wellenlängenverar-
beitungsmittel einschließt.

29. System nach Anspruch 28, wobei das dritte optische
Leistungselement eine Linse einschließt.

30. System nach Anspruch 28, wobei das dritte optische
Leistungselement optische Leistung in nur einer
zweiten optischen Achse hat.

31. System nach Anspruch 30, wobei die zweite opti-
sche Achse orthogonal zu der ersten optischen Ach-
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se ist.

Revendications

1. Système de manipulation de signaux optiques (100)
comportant :

une série de ports (101-104) destinés à trans-
porter une série de signaux optiques devant être
manipulés ;
un moyen de séparation spatiale (115) destiné
à séparer spatialement au moins un premier et
un deuxième groupe de signaux lumineux issus
de ladite série de signaux optiques, le moyen
de séparation spatiale comportant des moyens
pour projeter ledit premier groupe dans une pre-
mière direction angulaire et le deuxième groupe
dans une deuxième direction angulaire, les pre-
mière et deuxième directions angulaires étant
différentes l’une de l’autre ;
un élément de dispersion de longueurs d’onde
(170) séparant ensuite spatialement les lon-
gueurs d’onde desdits premier et deuxième
groupes de signaux lumineux en deux groupes
de canaux de longueur d’onde séparés
spatialement ; et
des moyens de traitement de longueurs d’onde
(180) destinés à traiter séparément les lon-
gueurs d’onde séparées desdits premier et
deuxième groupes, les deux groupes de canaux
de longueur d’onde séparés spatialement étant
projetés sur des régions séparées spatialement
des moyens de traitement de longueurs d’onde.

2. Système selon la revendication 1 dans lequel ledit
moyen de séparation spatiale comporte un élément
de manipulation de polarisation séparant une pre-
mière et une deuxième série de polarisations prédé-
terminées issues de ports prédéterminés parmi les-
dits ports pour former lesdits premier et deuxième
groupes et projetant ladite première série dans ladite
première direction angulaire et la deuxième série
dans ladite deuxième direction angulaire.

3. Système selon la revendication 1 dans lequel ledit
moyen de séparation spatiale comporte une série
d’éléments de puissance optique décalés par rap-
port auxdits ports séparant au moins une première
et une deuxième série de signaux optiques prédé-
terminés issus de ports prédéterminés parmi lesdits
ports et projetant ladite première série dans une pre-
mière direction angulaire et la deuxième série dans
une deuxième direction angulaire.

4. Système selon la revendication 1 dans lequel les
signaux traités par lesdits moyens de traitement de
longueurs d’onde sont retransmis à travers ledit élé-

ment de dispersion de longueurs d’onde, ledit élé-
ment de manipulation de polarisation, pour délivran-
ce au niveau desdits ports de signaux optiques.

5. Système selon la revendication 4 dans lequel le port
particulier auquel des longueurs d’onde particulières
sont délivrées est déterminé par le traitement réalisé
par lesdits moyens de traitement de longueurs d’on-
de.

6. Système selon la revendication 4 dans lequel lesdits
moyens de traitement de longueurs d’onde compor-
tent une série de zones et les moyens de traitement
de longueurs d’onde manipulent séparément le front
de phase de la lumière frappant chacune desdites
zones afin de contrôler la destination de délivrance
de longueurs d’onde frappant une zone particulière.

7. Système selon la revendication 6 dans lequel lesdits
moyens de traitement de longueurs d’onde compor-
tent un modulateur spatial de lumière ayant une plu-
ralité de pixels adressables indépendamment, les-
dits pixels étant manipulés d’une manière prédéter-
minée de manière à manipuler le front de phase frap-
pant une zone correspondante.

8. Système selon la revendication 1 dans lequel les
signaux optiques reçus par lesdits moyens de trai-
tement de longueurs d’onde se présentent sous la
forme de bandes allongées séparées en longueur
d’onde.

9. Système selon la revendication 8 dans lequel les
bandes allongées séparées en longueur d’onde sont
sensiblement collimatées le long de leur grand axe
et sensiblement focalisées le long de leur petit axe.

10. Système selon la revendication 9 dans lequel le rap-
port entre la largeur du grand axe et la largeur du
petit axe des bandes est égal ou supérieur à 5.

11. Système selon la revendication 9 dans lequel la lar-
geur du grand axe des bandes est sensiblement de
700 mm et la largeur du petit axe des bandes est
sensiblement de 20 mm.

12. Système selon la revendication 8 dans lequel ladite
première série forme une première rangée de ban-
des allongées séparées en longueur d’onde et ladite
deuxième série forme une deuxième rangée de ban-
des allongées séparées en longueur d’onde.

13. Système selon la revendication 12 dans lequel les-
dites première et deuxième rangées sont sensible-
ment parallèles.

14. Système selon la revendication 2 dans lequel ladite
première série de polarisations prédéterminées est
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dérivée d’un premier état de polarisation desdits si-
gnaux optiques et ladite deuxième série de polari-
sations prédéterminées est dérivée d’un deuxième
état de polarisation sensiblement orthogonal desdits
signaux optiques.

15. Système selon la revendication 2 dans lequel ladite
première série de polarisations prédéterminées est
dérivée de polarisations orthogonales d’une premiè-
re série de signaux optiques et ladite deuxième série
de polarisations prédéterminées est dérivée de po-
larisations orthogonales d’une deuxième série de si-
gnaux optiques.

16. Système selon la revendication 1 dans lequel lesdits
moyens de traitement de longueurs d’onde compor-
tent un dispositif d’affichage à cristaux liquides ayant
une série de pixels de modulation de la lumière for-
més pardessus.

17. Système selon la revendication 1 dans lequel les
signaux optiques traversant ledit élément de disper-
sion de longueurs d’onde sont sensiblement alignés
en polarisation.

18. Système selon la revendication 1 dans lequel la lu-
mière émise depuis lesdits ports de signaux optiques
passe à travers un moyen de modification d’ouver-
ture numérique (110) avant de traverser ledit élé-
ment de manipulation de polarisation.

19. Système selon la revendication 18 dans lequel
l’ouverture numérique de la lumière issue desdits
ports de signaux optiques est modifiée par une série
de lentilles ayant un pas sensiblement en accord
avec le pas des ports de signaux optiques.

20. Système selon la revendication 2 dans lequel ledit
élément de manipulation de polarisation comporte
un premier élément de séparation de polarisations
destiné à séparer spatialement des polarisations or-
thogonales et un deuxième élément de déviation de
polarisation destiné à faire dévier angulairement un
signal optique en fonction de l’état de polarisation
du signal.

21. Système selon la revendication 2 dans lequel ledit
élément de manipulation de polarisation comporte,
en série, un élément de séparation de polarisations
destiné à séparer spatialement des polarisations or-
thogonales, un élément d’alignement de polarisa-
tions destiné à aligner les polarisations orthogonales
séparées, et un élément de déviation de polarisation
destiné à faire dévier angulairement un signal opti-
que en fonction de l’état de polarisation du signal.

22. Système selon la revendication 2 comportant en
outre un premier élément de puissance optique (140)

destiné à collimater la lumière émise depuis ledit élé-
ment de manipulation de polarisation sur ledit élé-
ment de dispersion de longueurs d’onde.

23. Système selon la revendication 22 comportant en
outre un deuxième élément de puissance optique
(140) destiné à focaliser la lumière émise depuis ledit
élément de dispersion de longueurs d’onde sur les-
dits moyens de traitement de longueurs d’onde.

24. Système selon la revendication 23 dans lequel les-
dits premier et deuxième éléments de puissance op-
tique sont composés de surfaces miroirs réfléchis-
santes.

25. Système selon la revendication 23 dans lequel les-
dits premier et deuxième éléments de puissance op-
tique sont conjointement composés d’une seule sur-
face miroir réfléchissante.

26. Système selon la revendication 22 dans lequel ledit
premier élément de puissance optique a une puis-
sance optique dans un premier axe optique unique-
ment.

27. Système selon la revendication 23 dans lequel ledit
deuxième élément de puissance optique a une puis-
sance optique dans un premier axe optique unique-
ment.

28. Système selon la revendication 23 comportant en
outre un troisième élément de puissance optique
(160) destiné à collimater la lumière émise depuis
l’élément de manipulation de polarisation sur lesdits
moyens de traitement de longueurs d’onde.

29. Système selon la revendication 28 dans lequel ledit
troisième élément de puissance optique comporte
une lentille.

30. Système selon la revendication 28 dans lequel ledit
troisième élément de puissance optique a une puis-
sance optique dans un deuxième axe optique uni-
quement.

31. Système selon la revendication 30 dans lequel ledit
deuxième axe optique est orthogonal audit premier
axe optique.
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