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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention generally relates to wire-
less communication networks, and particularly relates to
identifying and using radio resources in such networks.

BACKGROUND

[0002] In wireless communication networks based on
the Long Term Evolution (LTE) standards, it is known for
a wireless communication device to operate with a down-
link bandwidth that matches the downlink bandwidth
used by the supporting network base station, at least with
respect to a given downlink carrier. In this context, the
Third Generation Partnership Project (3GPP) refers to
wireless communication devices as "User Equipments"
or "UEs" and refers to base stations as "eNodeBs" or
"eNBs."
[0003] In LTE, a "resource block" or "RB" is the small-
est unit of radio resources that can be allocated to a user
and it "contains" a defined number of Orthogonal Fre-
quency Division Multiplex (OFDM) subcarriers over a de-
fined interval. Thus, the overall bandwidth used on the
DL may be expressed in terms of the number of resource
blocks spanned by that bandwidth. Any particular set or
sets of subcarriers within a given interval may be identi-
fied by identifying the corresponding RB number or num-
bers. That is, the network may number the DL RBs start-
ing with a lowest number for the lowest frequency, or vice
versa, and sequentially number the RBs going up or down
from that starting point. Of course, other numbering
schemes may be used.
[0004] In a non-limiting example, bandwidth is meas-
ured in the number of RBs, where each RB corresponds
to a fixed number of OFDM subcarriers. The number
could be one, two, twelve, twenty-six or any other
number. Without loss of generality, one may assume that
a base station in the wireless communication network
counts or references its downlink radio resources in
terms of RBs, e.g., starting with a low RB number for a
low frequency and a higher RB number for a higher fre-
quency. Of course, the opposite order may be used. In
either case, a base station numbers the RBs comprising
its overall downlink bandwidth using a numbering
scheme, where each number identifies or points to a par-
ticular RB within the downlink bandwidth.
[0005] In LTE, User Equipments (UEs) are configured
to process the downlink bandwidth used by their support-
ing eNBs, at least on a per-carrier basis. Because the
UE operates with the same bandwidth as the eNB, at
least with respect to individual carriers, the UE had the
same "view" of the radio resources and the same re-
source numbering scheme could be used in common be-
tween the eNB and the UE. Consequently, a resource
pointer transmitted by the eNB using its numbering
scheme can be received and interpreted by the UE with-

out ambiguity.
[0006] However, it is appreciated herein that resource
identification becomes decidedly more challenging to
manage in new radio systems, also referred to as "5G"
radio systems, which are being developed and deployed.
In such radio systems, a given UE may support or be
allocated only a subset of the overall downlink bandwidth
associated with a network base station, and the location
or position of the allocation within the overall downlink
bandwidth may vary. By way of example, see TS 38.801,
Study on New Radio Access Technology. Other resource
allocation examples are disclosed in US 2015/0271846
A1 and US 2012/0113904 A1.
[0007] As a further complication appreciated herein, in
LTE, Physical Downlink Control Channels (PDCCHs) are
potentially transmitted over the entire (downlink) band-
width, which requires individual UEs to monitor for PD-
CCH over the entire bandwidth. However, with new radio
systems, there is a wish to reduce the bandwidth of the
PDCCH space. One bandwidth reduction approach in-
volves allocating a limited sub-band of the overall down-
link bandwidth for sending downlink control signaling (in
one or a few OFDM symbols).
[0008] This small allocation would represent a "com-
mon" PDCCH search space to be monitored by all UEs
supported by the base station. There may also be a need
to configure UE-specific search spaces within the band-
width allocations made for respective ones of the UEs.
Such search spaces may or may not overlap with the
common search space, and it will be appreciated that
UE-specific search spaces can be configured for each
UE by assigning specific RBs within the UE’s allocated
bandwidth.
[0009] When sending a UE-specific message to a giv-
en UE, the base station could express resource pointers
or other resource identifiers using the resource number-
ing scheme of the UE. However, consider a PDCCH or
other control message that includes a resource pointer
or other resource identifier and is intended for more than
one UE, e.g., potentially many UEs. The multiple UEs do
not necessarily have the same configured bandwidths or
the same starting or reference locations for their config-
ured bandwidths within the overall downlink bandwidth.
Hence, there is no numbering scheme commonly appli-
cable to the base station and the multiple UEs. Such con-
trol messages include, for example, random access re-
sponse messages, system information related messag-
es, paging messages, broadcast service related mes-
sages (like MBMS) etc.
[0010] These control messages may contain a refer-
ence to a data region where more control content can be
found, a pointer to the RBs where, for example, the sys-
tem info can be found. It is appreciated herein that such
a pointer or resource identifier expressed using the re-
source numbering scheme of the base station will be in-
terpreted differently by UEs having different configured
bandwidths or bandwidth positions within the overall
downlink bandwidth.
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[0011] To better appreciate the preceding problem,
consider Figure 1, where the overall downlink bandwidth
of interest includes RBs numbered from 0 to 26 by the
base station, (N-1) = 26. A first UE, denoted as UE 1,
operates in an allocated subset of the overall downlink
bandwidth and numbers RBs within its allocated band-
width using a numbering scheme going from 0 to (M1-1)
= 9. However, "0" within the numbering scheme used by
the UE 1 corresponds to "10" within the numbering
scheme used by the base station. Similarly, a second
UE, denoted as UE 2, operates in another allocated sub-
set of the overall downlink bandwidth and numbers RBs
within its allocated bandwidth using a numbering scheme
going from 0 to (M2-1) = 14. However, "0" within the num-
bering scheme used by the UE 2 corresponds to "3" within
the numbering scheme used by the base station. Note
that M1 and M2 are less than or equal to N.
[0012] Now consider Figure 2, which shows a common
PDCCH message in RB 10. Of course, it should be ap-
preciated that a PDCCH might in practice span several
RBs and the format of the PDCCH message in this ex-
ample context is not important. What is important is that
the PDCCH is intended for more than one UE and in-
cludes a resource identifier pointing to a data region (i.e.,
particular downlink resources) that the UEs should ac-
cess for further content.
[0013] Assume that the data region is located in RBs
12-14 according to the BS numbering. Those same RBs
are, however, numbered as RBs 2-4 according to the UE
1 numbering, and are numbered as RBs 9-11 according
to the UE 2 numbering. A tempting solution to these num-
bering differences is to force all UEs to use the same
numbering scheme as used by the base station. As rec-
ognized herein, however, such an approach has a mul-
tiplicity of disadvantages. For example, identifying re-
sources within a smaller number space requires fewer
bits than are required for identifying the same resources
within a larger number space. Hence, forcing each UE
to operate with the larger reference numbering space of
the base station forfeits the opportunity to use more ef-
ficient resource identifiers for identifying UE-specific re-
sources within the allocated bandwidth associated with
a given UE.

SUMMARY

[0014] The invention is defined by the appended
claims. A network node, such as a base station, identifies
radio resources within an overall bandwidth using a first
resource referencing scheme, while a wireless commu-
nication device identifies radio resources within an allo-
cated portion of the overall bandwidth using a second
resource referencing scheme. Advantageously, the de-
vice correctly identifies given radio resources pointed to
by a resource identifier expressed according to the first
resource referencing scheme, by translating the re-
source identifier into the second resource referencing
scheme according to mapping information that relates

the two schemes. Correspondingly, the network node en-
ables the wireless communication device to perform such
translations by providing the mapping information either
implicitly or explicitly.
[0015] One example involves a method of operation in
a wireless communication device configured for opera-
tion in a wireless communication network. The method
includes receiving a resource identifier from a network
node in the wireless communication network, and using
the resource identifier to identify a corresponding radio
resource within an allocated bandwidth of the wireless
communication device, if the resource identifier was re-
ceived in a device-specific message. Alternatively, ac-
cording to the method, the wireless communication de-
vice translates the resource identifier and uses the trans-
lated resource identifier to identify the corresponding re-
source within the allocated bandwidth of the user equip-
ment, if the resource identifier was not received in a de-
vice-specific message. In either case, the method further
includes the wireless communication device transmitting
or receiving on the corresponding radio resource.
[0016] In the above context, resource identifiers not
received in device-specific messages comprise values
expressed in a first resource referencing scheme that is
referenced to an overall bandwidth and resource identi-
fiers received in device-specific messages comprise val-
ues expressed in a second resource referencing scheme
that is referenced to the allocated bandwidth of the wire-
less communication device. Correspondingly, translating
resource identifiers expressed using the first resource
referencing scheme comprises using mapping informa-
tion that relates the first resource referencing scheme to
the second resource referencing scheme.
[0017] In a related example a wireless communication
device includes communication circuitry configured for
wireless communication in a wireless communication
network and processing circuitry operatively associated
with the communication circuitry. The processing circuit-
ry is configured to receive, via the communication circuit-
ry, a resource identifier from a network node in the wire-
less communication network, and to use the resource
identifier to identify a corresponding radio resource within
an allocated bandwidth of the wireless communication
device, if the resource identifier was received in a device-
specific message. However, if the resource identifier was
not received in a device specific message, the processing
circuitry is configured to translate the resource identifier
and use the translated resource identifier to identify the
corresponding resource within the allocated bandwidth
of the wireless communication device. Still further, the
processing circuitry is configured to transmit or receive
on the corresponding radio resource, via the communi-
cation circuitry.
[0018] In the above context, resource identifiers not
received in device-specific messages comprise values
expressed in a first resource referencing scheme that is
referenced to an overall bandwidth, and resource iden-
tifiers received in device-specific messages comprise
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values expressed in a second resource referencing
scheme that is referenced to the allocated bandwidth of
the wireless communication device. Correspondingly,
the processing circuitry is configured to translate re-
source identifiers expressed using the first resource ref-
erencing scheme by using mapping information that re-
lates the first resource referencing scheme to the second
resource referencing scheme.
[0019] Another example involves a method of opera-
tion in a network node that is configured for operation in
a wireless communication network. The method includes
transmitting a resource identifier in a message that is not
specific to a wireless communication device operating
with an allocated bandwidth, where the resource identi-
fier identifies a radio resource to be used by the wireless
communication device and is expressed according to a
first resource referencing scheme that is referenced to
an overall bandwidth that contains the allocated band-
width. The method further includes providing mapping
information to the wireless communication device that
enables the wireless communication device to translate
the resource identifier from the first resource referencing
scheme into a second resource referencing scheme that
is used by the wireless communication device for refer-
encing radio resources within the allocated bandwidth.
The network node provides the mapping information to
the wireless communication device either explicitly, e.g.,
via explicit signaling, or implicitly, e.g., based on allocat-
ing the allocated bandwidth at an offset or position within
the overall bandwidth that is associated with a corre-
sponding mapping function known to the wireless com-
munication device.
[0020] In a related example, a network node is config-
ured for operation in a wireless communication network
and comprises communication circuitry and associated
processing circuitry. The processing circuitry is config-
ured to transmit a resource identifier in a message that
is not specific to a wireless communication device oper-
ating with an allocated bandwidth. The resource identifier
identifies a radio resource to be used by the wireless
communication device and is expressed according to a
first resource referencing scheme that is referenced to
an overall bandwidth that contains the allocated band-
width.
[0021] The processing circuitry is further configured to
provide mapping information to the wireless communi-
cation device that enables the wireless communication
device to translate the resource identifier from the first
resource referencing scheme into a second resource ref-
erencing scheme that is used by the wireless communi-
cation device for referencing radio resources within the
allocated bandwidth. The processing circuitry provides
the mapping information either explicitly or implicitly. For
example, as noted above, there may be an association
between mapping functions and the positioning of the
allocated bandwidth within the overall bandwidth, such
that the device knows the mapping function to use based
on the offset or position of its allocated bandwidth.

[0022] Of course, the present invention is not limited
to the above features and advantages. Those of ordinary
skill in the art will recognize additional features and ad-
vantages upon reading the following detailed description,
and upon viewing the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0023]

Figures 1 and 2 are diagrams of example bandwidth
allocations to respective wireless communication
devices operating within an overall downlink band-
width associated with a network base station.
Figure 3 is a block diagram of one embodiment of
first and second nodes configured according to the
teachings herein.
Figure 4 is a logic flow diagram of one embodiment
of processing at a User Equipment (UE) according
to the teachings herein.
Figure 5 is a block diagram of one embodiment of a
wireless communication network having a network
node configured according to the network-side
teachings herein, and shown in context with a wire-
less communication device configured according to
the complementary device-side teachings herein.
Figure 6 is a block diagram of example circuitry de-
tails for the network node and wireless communica-
tion device introduced in Figure 5.
Figure 7 is a logic flow diagram of one embodiment
of a method of processing at a network node.
Figure 8 is a logic flow diagram of one embodiment
of a method of processing at a network node.
Figs. 9-12 are diagrams of example bandwidth allo-
cations to respective wireless communication devic-
es operating within an overall downlink bandwidth
associated with a network base station, and corre-
sponding resource reference translation schemes.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0024] Figure 3 illustrates a first node 10 and a second
node 12. The nodes 10 and 12 are configured for oper-
ation in a wireless communication network, e.g., a cellular
communications network. As a non-limiting example, the
first node 10 comprises a network node operating within
a wireless communication network and the second node
12 comprises a wireless communication device operat-
ing within the network. By way of example, the network
node comprises a radio access node, such as a base
station of the network, and the second node 12 comprises
a User Equipment (UE) or other wireless communication
device configured for communicating with the base sta-
tion. However, the methods contemplated herein have
broader applicability to various kinds of nodes and sys-
tems where different numbering or identification
schemes may be used by different nodes, with respect
to at least some of the same communication resources.
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[0025] In Figure 3, a set 14 of radio resources 16 are
associated with the first node 10. For example, the set
14 of radio resources 16 comprises a set of frequency
resources, such as a set of subcarriers or resource blocks
(RBs), each comprising one or more subcarriers. The set
14 of radio resources 16 may comprise the overall set of
RBs defined for an OFDM carrier. Regardless, the first
node 10 uses a first resource referencing scheme for
identifying resources 16 within the overall set 14, also
referred to as an "overall bandwidth". For example, the
first node 10 uses numbers within a first number space
large enough to uniquely identify all resources 16 within
the set 14.
[0026] The second node 12 is allocated or otherwise
associated with a subset 18 of the resources 16, and it
uses a second resource referencing scheme for identi-
fying resources 16 within the subset 18, also referred to
as an "allocated bandwidth". To the extent that the subset
18 does not encompass the full set 14 of resources 16,
the second node 12 may use a smaller number space or
more compact referencing scheme, which has the ad-
vantage of requiring fewer bits to identify resources 16
within the subset 18, but which has the disadvantage of
diverging from the referencing scheme used by the first
node 10.
[0027] However, the first and second nodes 10 and 12
are configured to obviate the issues arising from using
different resource referencing schemes, where such con-
figuration enables the second node 12 to accurately iden-
tify a radio resource 16 within its subset 18 of resources
16, even when the resource is identified by the first node
10 using the first resource referencing scheme. In one
example of such reconciliation of the two schemes, a
method of operation by the second node 12 includes re-
ceiving a first resource identifier from the first node 10,
where the first resource identifier is expressed using the
first resource referencing scheme. While the first re-
source identifier identifies a radio resource that falls with-
in the subset 18, the first resource identifier points to or
otherwise identifies the radio resource using a value ref-
erenced to resource identification within the full set 14.
Therefore, the second node 12 translates the first re-
source identifier into a second resource identifier - also
referred to as a "translated" resource identifier - using
mapping information that relates the first resource refer-
encing scheme to the second resource referencing
scheme. The translated resource identifier points to the
same radio resource pointed to by the first resource iden-
tifier, but its value is expressed in terms of the second
resource referencing scheme. The method further in-
cludes transmitting or receiving on the corresponding ra-
dio resource, i.e., the radio resource identified by the
translated resource identifier. (Here, it will be appreciated
that the transmitting or receiving via the resource involves
one or more defined transmission time intervals or in-
stants, e.g., slots, subframes, depending on the details
of the air interface.)
[0028] The method may further include the second

node 12 receiving a resource identifier from the first node
10 that is expressed in terms of the second resource
referencing scheme. Thus, no translation is required and
the second node 12 uses the resource identifier without
translation, to identify the corresponding radio resource
within the allocated subset 18. Again, the second node
12 transmits or receives on the corresponding radio re-
source. In other words, for resource identifiers expressed
in the second resource referencing scheme, the second
node 12 does not apply the mapping function - i.e., does
not perform translation - and instead uses them directly.
[0029] Thus, the second node 12 may be understood
as selectively translating received resource identifiers.
For example, the first node 10 may from time to time send
messages that are not specifically targeted to the second
node 12, e.g., they may be targeted to multiple such
nodes, each having a respectively allocated subset 18.
In such messages, the first node 10 expresses any in-
cluded resource identifiers using the first resource refer-
encing scheme which is "common" or "global" to the over-
all or full set 14 of resources 16. Further, the first node
10 may from time to time send messages that are spe-
cifically targeted to the second node 12, and any resource
identifiers included in such messages may be expressed
using the second resource referencing scheme in use by
the second node 12. Put another way, when sending re-
source identifiers that have to be interpreted by multiple
nodes, with each such node having a potentially different
allocated subset 18 of resources 16 and using a corre-
spondingly tailored resource referencing scheme, the
node 10 uses the first resource referencing scheme to
express resource identifiers and relies on the respective
receiving nodes to perform the needed translations.
When sending resource identifiers targeted to a specific
node, however, the node 10 may use the particular re-
source referencing scheme applicable to that specific
node.
[0030] Figure 4 illustrates a method 400 according to
preceding example. The method 400 is performed by a
User Equipment (UE) or other wireless communication
device operating in a wireless communication network
and includes receiving (block 402) a resource identifier
from a network node in the wireless communication net-
work. The method 400 continues with using (block 406)
the resource identifier to identify a corresponding radio
resource within an allocated bandwidth of the wireless
communication device, if the resource identifier was re-
ceived in a device-specific message (yes from block
404). However, if the resource identifier was not received
in a device specific message (no from block 404), the
method includes performing the operations of block 408
rather than block 406; namely, the wireless communica-
tion device translates the resource identifier and uses
the translated resource identifier to identify the corre-
sponding resource within the allocated bandwidth of the
wireless communication device. In either case, the re-
source identifier or translated resource identifier identify
the same corresponding radio resource and the method
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400 further includes transmitting or receiving on the cor-
responding radio resource (block 410).
[0031] In the context of the method 400, resource iden-
tifiers not received in device-specific messages comprise
values expressed in a first resource referencing scheme
that is referenced to an overall bandwidth - e.g., the full
set 14 of resources 16 - and resource identifiers received
in device-specific messages comprise values expressed
in a second resource referencing scheme that is refer-
enced to the allocated bandwidth of the wireless com-
munication device - e.g., the allocated subset 18 of re-
sources 16. Thus, translating resource identifiers ex-
pressed using the first resource referencing scheme
comprises the wireless communication device using
mapping information that relates the first resource refer-
encing scheme to the second resource referencing
scheme.
[0032] In at least some embodiments, the resource
identifier received by the wireless communication device
references, as said corresponding radio resource, a radio
resource region or a set of radio resources according to
the first resource referencing scheme. Correspondingly,
the translated resource identifier references the radio re-
source region or the set of radio resources according to
the second resource referencing scheme.
[0033] In one example, the first resource referencing
scheme comprises a first numbering space used for num-
bering radio resources within the overall bandwidth, and
the second resource referencing scheme comprises a
second numbering space used for numbering radio re-
sources within the allocated bandwidth. Corresponding-
ly, the wireless communication device translates a re-
source identifier from the first resource referencing
scheme to the second resource referencing scheme by
translating from the first numbering space into the second
numbering space according to a defined mapping func-
tion. Here, the defined mapping function constitutes the
mapping information mentioned above and relates num-
bers from the first numbering space to corresponding
numbers from the second numbering space.
[0034] Receiving the resource identifier at the wireless
communication device comprises, for example, receiving
a downlink control message transmitted by a base station
in the wireless communication network on radio resourc-
es within a common search space used for sending
downlink control messages to multiple wireless commu-
nication devices. Correspondingly, the wireless commu-
nication device determines that the resource identifier
was not received in a device-specific message and,
therefore, requires translation.
[0035] The wireless communication device may re-
ceive the mapping information from the network. For ex-
ample, the wireless communication device receives the
mapping information via explicit signaling sent from the
network to the wireless communication device. Alterna-
tively, the network may provide the mapping information
to the wireless communication device implicitly. For ex-
ample, in one or more embodiments, the position or offset

of the allocated bandwidth within the overall bandwidth
indicates the mapping function that the wireless commu-
nication device should use for translating resource iden-
tifiers from the first resource referencing scheme into the
second resource referencing scheme. In such embodi-
ments, a node in the wireless communication network
can provide the mapping information to the wireless com-
munication device implicitly, by sending configuration in-
formation defining the allocated bandwidth.
[0036] Thus, in one or more embodiments, the wireless
communication device receives the mapping information
in conjunction with receiving configuration information
defining the allocated bandwidth, where the bandwidth
allocation implicitly indicates the mapping or where the
configuration information includes an explicit indication
of the mapping. In other embodiments, the mapping in-
formation comes separately from the bandwidth alloca-
tion.
[0037] In any case, in at least some embodiments, the
corresponding radio resource identified by a resource
identifier received by the wireless communication device
belongs to a set of radio resources pointed to by the re-
source identifier. The set of radio resources carry data
or control information, and the wireless communication
device uses the resource identifier, or the corresponding
translated resource identifier, to identify the set of radio
resources. Once the set of radio resources is identified,
the wireless communication device decodes the data or
control information conveyed on them. Alternatively, the
wireless communication device uses the identified radio
resources for one or more transmissions by the device.
[0038] Figure 5 illustrates one embodiment of a wire-
less communication network 20 ("network 20") that pro-
vides one or more communication services to a wireless
communication device 22 ("WCD 22" or "device 22"),
such as by communicatively coupling the device 22 to
one or more external networks 24. Example external net-
works 24 include the Internet or other Packet Data Net-
works (PDNs). The network 20 includes a Radio Access
Network (RAN) 26 including one or more network nodes
28, which may be referred to as base stations, access
points, etc. A Core Network (CN) 30 provides, e.g., mo-
bility management and packet routing for the device 22,
and includes one or more CN nodes 32, such as packet
gateways, mobility management entities, authentication
servers, etc.
[0039] The diagram shall be understood as being sim-
plified, as the network 20 may include multiple other
nodes of the same or different types, and may include
multiple base stations 28 and may include more than one
RAN and may operate with more than one Radio Access
Technology (RAT). In one example, different types of
base stations 28 provide a heterogenous radio access
network, which may involve more than one RAT. Further,
in the context of 5G implementations, the network 20 may
use beamforming, e.g., wherein allocated beams within
a potentially large plurality of beams from one or more
base stations 28 are used to provide coverage to the
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device 22.
[0040] Still further, unless otherwise noted, the terms
"device," "wireless communication device," "user equip-
ment," and "UE" are used interchangeably herein. Unless
otherwise specified, a wireless communication device
comprises essentially any apparatus configured for wire-
lessly connecting to the network 20 via any one or more
of the Radio Access Technologies (RATs) used by the
network 20. A wireless communication device may be
mobile, although fixed devices are also contemplated,
and non-limiting examples include cellular radiotele-
phones, which may be smartphones or feature phones,
laptops, tablets, wireless modems or adaptors, Machine-
to-Machine (M2M) or Machine-Type-Communication
(MTC) devices, Internet-of-Things (IoT) devices, etc.
[0041] Figure 6 illustrates example implementations of
the base station 28 and the device 22. In at least one
example case, the base station 28 can be understood as
an example of the node 10 illustrated in Figure 3 and the
device 22 can be understood as an example of the node
12 in the same illustration.
[0042] The device 22 includes communication circuitry
40 that is configured for wireless communication in the
network 20. In an example embodiment, the communi-
cation circuitry 40 comprises or includes RF transceiver
circuitry 42 configured for radio communications in ac-
cordance with one or more applicable air interface pro-
tocols.
[0043] The device 22 further includes processing cir-
cuitry 46 that is operatively associated with the commu-
nication circuitry 40. The processing circuitry 46 is con-
figured to receive, via the communication circuitry 40, a
resource identifier from a network node in the network
20, e.g., to receive the resource identifier via a downlink
transmission by a base station 28 in the network 20. If
the resource identifier was received in a device-specific
message, the processing circuitry 46 is configured to use
the resource identifier to identify a corresponding radio
resource within an allocated bandwidth 18. However, if
the resource identifier was not received in a device-spe-
cific message, the processing circuitry 46 is configured
to translate the resource identifier and use the translated
resource identifier to identify the corresponding resource
within the allocated bandwidth 18 of the device 22.
[0044] In either case, the resource identifier or the
translated resource identifier identify the same corre-
sponding radio resource, and the processing circuitry is
configured to transmit or receive on the corresponding
radio resource, via the communication circuitry 40.
Whether the device 22 transmits or receives on the cor-
responding radio resource depends, for example, on the
type of message in which the resource identifier is re-
ceived, or on the context in which the resource identifier
is received.
[0045] Resource identifiers not received in device-spe-
cific messages comprise values expressed in a first re-
source referencing scheme that is referenced to an over-
all bandwidth 14 and resource identifiers received in de-

vice-specific messages comprise values expressed in a
second resource referencing scheme that is referenced
to the allocated bandwidth 18 of the device 22. Corre-
spondingly, the processing circuitry 46 is configured to
translate resource identifiers expressed using the first
resource referencing scheme by using mapping informa-
tion that relates the first resource referencing scheme to
the second resource referencing scheme.
[0046] In an example embodiment, or an example
case, the processing circuitry 46 is configured to receive
the resource identifier in a downlink control message
transmitted by the base station 28 on radio resources
within a common search space used for sending down-
link control messages to multiple wireless communica-
tion devices (which may be of the same or different
types), and correspondingly determine that the resource
identifier was not received in a device-specific message
and, therefore, requires translation.
[0047] In at least one example embodiment or case,
the processing circuitry 46 is configured to receive the
mapping information from the network 20, for translating
resource identifiers from the first resource referencing
scheme into the second resource referencing scheme.
For example, the processing circuitry 46 is configured to
receive the mapping information in conjunction with re-
ceiving configuration information defining the allocated
bandwidth. The processing circuitry 46 is configured to,
for example, receive the mapping information implicitly
via a command sent by the network 20 to configure the
allocated bandwidth 18. Here, a position or offset of the
allocated bandwidth 18 in the overall bandwidth 14 indi-
cates a mapping function to be used by the device 22 for
translating resource identifiers from the first resource ref-
erencing scheme to the second resource referencing
scheme.
[0048] In a further example, the radio resource corre-
sponding to the received resource identifier belongs to a
set of radio resources pointed to by the resource identi-
fier. The set of radio resources carry data or control in-
formation, and the processing circuitry 46 is configured
to decode the data or control information from the set of
radio resources. For example, the base station 28 sends
a downlink control message that targets a plurality of de-
vices, including the device 22, and the resource identifier
identifies a set of radio resources within the overall band-
width 14. The identified resources commonly fall within
the respective allocated bandwidths 18 of the targeted
plurality of devices.
[0049] The communication circuitry 40 of the device
22 may also support Device-to-Device (D2D) communi-
cations directly with other devices 22, and may include
WLAN communications, Bluetooth communications,
Near-Field Communication (NFC), etc. Further, the
processing circuitry 46 comprises fixed circuitry, or pro-
grammed circuitry, or a mix of fixed and programmed
circuitry.
[0050] In at least one embodiment, the processing cir-
cuitry 46 comprises one or more microprocessors, Digital
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Signal Processors (DSPs), Field Programmable Gate Ar-
rays (FPGAs), Application Specific Integrated Circuits
(ASICS), or other digital processing circuitry. In at least
one such embodiment, the processing circuitry 46 is con-
figured according to the teachings herein based on the
execution of computer program instructions stored in one
or more computer programs 50 held in storage 48 that
is included in or associated with the processing circuitry
46. The storage 48 may further hold one or more items
of configuration data 52 that is pre-provisioned and/or
dynamically acquired by the processing circuitry 46.
[0051] In one or more embodiments, the storage 48
comprises one or more types of computer-readable me-
dia, such as a mix of non-volatile memory circuits or disk
storage and volatile, working memory. Non-limiting ex-
amples of non-volatile storage include Solid State Disk
(SSD) storage, FLASH, and EEPROM, while non-limiting
examples of the volatile, working memory includes
DRAM or SRAM.
[0052] Figure 6 also illustrates example implementa-
tion details for the base station 28, as an example of the
network node 10 introduced in Figure 3. The base station
28 - and, more generally, the network node 10 - includes
communication circuitry 60. The particular circuitry in-
cluded in the communication circuitry 60 depends upon
the type of network node involved.
[0053] In the illustrated example, the communication
circuitry 60 includes RF transceiver circuitry 62 and net-
work node ("NW") interface circuitry 64. The RF trans-
ceiver circuitry 62 includes physical-layer circuitry for
transmitting and receiving wireless signals, e.g., over the
applicable air interface supporting communication with
wireless devices operating in the network. The network
node interface circuitry 64 comprises, for example, net-
work interface circuitry for communicatively coupling the
base station 28 to one or more other base stations and/or
other nodes in the network 20.
[0054] The base station 28 further includes processing
circuitry 66 that is operatively associated with the com-
munication circuitry 60. The processing circuitry 66 is
configured to transmit a resource identifier in a message
that is not specific to a wireless communication device
22 operating with an allocated bandwidth 18. For exam-
ple, the base station 28 transmits a message intended
for a plurality of devices, rather than being targeted to a
specific device. While "transmit" in this context comprises
wireless transmission via the communication circuitry 60,
in other embodiments a network node 10 may transmit
the resource identifier over a computer network link or
other an inter-node interface, for wireless transmission.
[0055] In either case, the resource identifier identifies
a radio resource to be used by the wireless communica-
tion device, where the resource identifier is expressed
according to a first resource referencing scheme that is
referenced to an overall bandwidth 14 that contains the
allocated bandwidth 18 of the device 22. Corresponding-
ly, the processing circuitry 66 is configured to provide
mapping information to the device 22. The mapping in-

formation enables the device 22 to translate the resource
identifier from the first resource referencing scheme into
a second resource referencing scheme that is used by
the device 22 for referencing radio resources within the
allocated bandwidth 18. For example, the processing cir-
cuitry 66 is configured to provide the mapping information
by explicitly signaling the mapping information to the de-
vice 22, via the communication circuitry. Non-limiting ex-
amples of explicit signaling include sending one of: Radio
Resource Control (RRC) signaling, a Medium Access
Control (MAC) element, and control-channel signaling.
[0056] In one or more other embodiments or instances,
the processing circuitry 66 is configured to provide the
mapping information to the device 22 implicitly, based on
allocating the allocated bandwidth at an offset or position
within the overall bandwidth. The offset or position is as-
sociated with a corresponding mapping function known
to the wireless communication device, for mapping from
the first resource referencing scheme into the second
resource referencing scheme.
[0057] In one example of transmitting a resource iden-
tifier in a message that is not specific to the device 22,
the processing circuitry 66 is configured to transmit a
control channel within a common search space that is
searched by a plurality of wireless communication devic-
es for downlink control information. Here, the plurality of
wireless communication devices includes the device 22
and the control channel conveys or otherwise indicates
the resource identifier.
[0058] In this context, it shall be understood that the
device 22 is configured to translate resource identifiers
received in messages that are not specific to the device
22 and identify the corresponding radio resources within
the allocated bandwidth 18 using the translated resource
identifiers. Conversely, the device 22 is configured to
use, without translation, resource identifiers received in
messages that are specific to the device 22. The process-
ing circuitry 66 of the network node 10/base station 28
is, in at least some embodiments, configured to enable
the device 22 to differentiate between device-specific and
non-device-specific messages by using a compact mes-
sage format for transmitting device-specific messages to
the device 22, as compared to a message format used
for transmitting non-device-specific messages.
[0059] In at least some embodiments, the first resource
referencing scheme comprises a first numbering scheme
for numbering radio resources within the overall band-
width, and the second resource referencing scheme
comprises a second numbering scheme for numbering
radio resources within the allocated bandwidth. The map-
ping information, therefore, enables the device 22 to
translate numbers in the first numbering scheme into cor-
responding numbers in the second numbering scheme.
In these and in other embodiments, the processing cir-
cuitry 66 may be configured to determine the mapping
information in dependence on where the allocated band-
width 18 is positioned or located within the overall band-
width 14.
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[0060] The processing circuitry 66 comprises pro-
grammed circuitry, fixed circuitry, or some combination
of programmed and fixed circuitry. In an example imple-
mentation, the processing circuitry includes one or more
microprocessor-based circuits or other digital processing
circuitry that is specially adapted or otherwise configured
based on the execution of computer program instructions
contained in one or more computer programs. In a cor-
responding implementation example, the processing cir-
cuitry 66 includes or is associated with storage 68 com-
prising one or more types of computer-readable media
that store the one or more computer programs 70 along
with any applicable configuration data 72.
[0061] Figure 7 illustrates a method 700 of operation
performed by a network node 10, such as the base station
28. For this method and other methods illustrated herein,
the method may be carried out in an order different than
that suggested by the illustration. Further, it will be ap-
preciated that the disclosed method(s) may be repeated
on a triggered or as-needed basis, e.g., when a device
22 initially connects to a network 20, when a device 22
is handed over from one base station 28 to another, or
whenever the bandwidth allocation 18 of a device 22 is
changed for any reason.
[0062] The method 700 includes transmitting (block
702) a resource identifier in a message that is not specific
to a wireless communication device 22 operating with an
allocated bandwidth 18, where the resource identifier
identifies a radio resource to be used by the device 22
and is expressed according to a first resource referencing
scheme that is referenced to an overall bandwidth 14 that
contains the allocated bandwidth 18. The method 700
further includes providing (block 704) mapping informa-
tion to the device 22 that enables the device 22 to trans-
late the resource identifier from the first resource refer-
encing scheme into a second resource referencing
scheme that is used by the device 22 for referencing radio
resources within the allocated bandwidth 18.
[0063] Providing the mapping information comprises,
for example, explicitly signaling the mapping information
to the device. Examples of explicit signaling include send-
ing RRC signaling, sending MAC element, and sending
control-channel signaling. Alternatively, the method 700
includes providing the mapping information implicitly. For
example, providing the mapping information implicitly
comprises allocating the allocated bandwidth 18 at an
offset or position within the overall bandwidth 14 that is
associated with a corresponding mapping function
known to the device 22, for mapping from the first re-
source referencing scheme into the second resource ref-
erencing scheme. Thus, indicating the allocated band-
width 18 implicitly indicates the mapping function to be
used by the device 22.
[0064] In an example of transmitting a resource iden-
tifier in the message that is not specific to a particular
device, the base station 28 or other network node 10 in
question transmits a control channel within a common
search space that is searched by a plurality of devices

for downlink control information. The plurality of devices
includes the device 22 in question and the involved
search space occupies a portion of the overall bandwidth
14 that is common to the respective allocated bandwidths
18 of the involved devices.
[0065] Supporting such network-side operations, the
device 22 is configured to translate resource identifiers
received in messages that are not specific to the device
22 and identify the corresponding radio resources within
the allocated bandwidth 18 using the translated resource
identifiers. However, the device 22 uses, without trans-
lation, resource identifiers received in messages that are
specific to the device 22. Thus, in at least one embodi-
ment, the method 700 includes enabling the device 22
to differentiate between device-specific and non-device-
specific messages by using a compact message format
for transmitting device-specific messages to the device
22 within a device-specific search space in the allocated
bandwidth 18, as compared to a message format used
for transmitting non-device-specific messages in a com-
mon search space within the allocated bandwidth 18.
[0066] Notably, the method 700 may further include,
and a network node 10/base station 28 may be further
configured to selectively send resource identifiers using
a first resource referencing scheme relating to an overall
bandwidth 14 or a second resource referencing scheme
relating to an allocated bandwidth 18 within the overall
bandwidth 14. For example, when sending a resource
identifier that has applicability to more than one device
operating in the network 20, the network node 10/base
station 28 sends the resource identifier as expressed in
the first resource referencing scheme. Doing so allows
each receiving device to translate the resource identifier,
as needed, into the particular referencing scheme in use
at the device-e.g., different devices have different allo-
cated bandwidths 18, such that the different devices per-
form a different translation of the resource identifier so
that the corresponding radio resource is correctly identi-
fied within their respective allocated bandwidths 18. This
approach saves the network 20 from having to tailor the
transmission to the particular bandwidth allocations of
the receiving devices.
[0067] On the other hand, when sending a resource
identifier that is targeted to one specific device 22, the
network node 10/base station 28 sends the resource
identifier as expressed in the resource referencing
scheme applicable to the device 22. Doing so promotes
efficiency. For example, resource identifiers expressed
in the resource reference applicable to the targeted de-
vice 22 may be smaller than resource reference identifi-
ers applicable to the overall bandwidth 14. Further, send-
ing the resource identifier expressed in the referencing
scheme in use at the targeted device 22 avoids the tar-
geted device 22 from having to perform the translation.
[0068] Figure 8 illustrates a method 800 operation in
a base station 28, such as in the base station 28 shown
in Figure 6. The method 800 can be understood as a
detailed example or extension of the method 700.

15 16 



EP 3 618 547 B1

10

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

[0069] The method 800 includes signaling (Block 802)
a downlink bandwidth allocation to a device 22 being
served by, or to be served by, the base station 28. The
downlink bandwidth allocation indicates a second down-
link bandwidth to be associated with the device 22, where
the second downlink bandwidth is contained within a first
downlink bandwidth that is associated with the base sta-
tion 28. Here, the first downlink bandwidth corresponds
to the earlier described overall bandwidth 14 and the sec-
ond downlink bandwidth corresponds to the earlier de-
scribed allocated bandwidth 18.
[0070] The method 800 further includes transmitting
(Block 804) a downlink message for reception by a plu-
rality of devices 22, including the aforementioned device
22. The downlink message includes a resource identifier
that identifies a radio resource containing data or control
information for the plurality of devices 22. The radio re-
source identifier has a value defined by a first resource
referencing scheme used by the base station 28 for iden-
tifying radio resources within the first downlink band-
width, and the method 800 further includes providing
(Block 806), either explicitly or implicitly, mapping infor-
mation to the device 22 that enables the device 22 to
translate the resource identifier from the first resource
referencing scheme into a second resource referencing
scheme used by the device 22 for referencing radio re-
sources within the second downlink bandwidth.
[0071] With the above non-limiting examples in mind,
in at least one embodiment, a network node 10 transmits
a device-specific offset to a device 22 operating in a net-
work 20. By way of example, the device-specific offset
is transmitted via RRC messaging, as a MAC element,
in control signaling, or by another mechanism. However
conveyed from the network 20 to the device 22, the de-
vice-specific offset can be understood as providing or
relating to mapping information that relates the resource
numbering or referencing schemed used by the device
22 for referencing radio resources within an allocated
bandwidth 18, to the resource numbering or referencing
scheme used by the network 20 for referencing radio
resources within an overall bandwidth 14 that contains
the allocated bandwidth 18.
[0072] Here, it will be understood that the term "band-
width" as a matter of convenience is being used to con-
note both the amount or span and location of frequency
resources. Thus, saying that a base station 28 is asso-
ciated with a downlink bandwidth of 100 MHz, for exam-
ple, can be understood as saying that the base station
is associated with 100 MHz of radio frequency spectrum
in a particular range of absolute frequency. Correspond-
ingly, a device 22 operating in the coverage area of the
base station operates in a particular sub-band of the base
station’s frequency band, which sub-band is referred to
as the allocated bandwidth 18 associated with the device.
In general, a particular bandwidth may be defined by or
contain a corresponding number of subcarriers having a
defined spacing and each representing a frequency re-
source within the bandwidth.

[0073] In one or more embodiments, the network 20
transmits the device-specific offset to a given device 22
whenever needed, e.g., whenever the bandwidth alloca-
tion of the device 22 changes or the mapping must oth-
erwise be updated. Preferably, the device-specific offset
is transmitted in the same message used to configure
the location of the device’s allocated bandwidth 18. How-
ever, it is also contemplated herein that the device-spe-
cific offset can be signaled to a device 22 on an implicit
basis. For example, based on known relationships, the
device 22 may derive the device-specific offset from the
command that (re)allocates the device’s bandwidth 18
within the overall bandwidth 14, which may be the system
carrier bandwidth of the base station 28 providing the
involved downlink carrier.
[0074] As noted, allowing the devices to operate with
device-specific resource referencing schemes allows de-
vice-specific resource identifiers to be expressed in the
"smaller" number spaces associated with the typically
much smaller bandwidth allocations associated with the
respective devices 22. Note that the device-specific off-
set for a given device 22 can be calculated by the network
20 in relation to any desired reference point within (or
even outside) the system carrier bandwidth. For exam-
ple, the offset may be calculated with respect to the low-
est-numbered Resource Block (RB) within the system
carrier bandwidth, or with respect to the center of the
bandwidth, or with respect to the highest-numbered RB.
As a further alternative, the device-specific offset may be
referenced to the frequency location of a particular signal
(e.g., a synchronization signal or synchronization signal
block SSB or Physical Broadcast Channel, PBCH), or
may be referenced to a frequency used by the device 22
for random access, or referenced to the location of the
signaling used to convey the device-specific offset to the
device 22. As a further alternative, the device-specific
offset can be calculated to any arbitrary frequency, RB,
or defined signal.
[0075] Figure 9, for example, shows an approach
where a base station (BS) 28 or other network node 10
uses a first resource referencing scheme to identify radio
resources within a set of radio resources. Specifically,
the base station 28 uses a first numbering scheme that
identifies 27 RBs using the numbers 0 to 26. The 27 RBs
represent an overall bandwidth for purposes of this ex-
ample, and a first device 22, denoted as UE1, is allocated
a subset of that bandwidth encompassing RBs 10-19 (ac-
cording to the BS numbering). Similarly, a second device
22, denoted as UE 2, is allocated another subset of the
overall bandwidth, encompassing RBs 3-17 (according
to the BS numbering). Each UE uses its own resource
referencing scheme, e.g., the UE 1 identifies the resourc-
es within its allocated bandwidth using a numbering
scheme going from 0 to 9, while the UE 2 identifies the
resources within its allocated bandwidth using a number-
ing scheme going from 0 to 14.
[0076] Thus, relative to the "start" of the BS numbering
scheme, the numbering scheme used by the UE 1 is off-
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set by 10, and the numbering scheme used by the UE 2
is offset by 3. The base station 28 can, therefore, provide
each of the UEs with a mechanism for translating from
the base station numbering scheme into the numbering
scheme used by the UE, by providing the UE with the
applicable offset information. Such information is provid-
ed, for example, as part of configuring the bandwidth al-
location for the UE and may be signaled to the UE along
with related configuration signaling.
[0077] Here, the UE-specific offsets can be understood
as UE-specific mapping information that enables a given
UE to translate a resource identifier from a first resource
referencing scheme used by the base station 28 for iden-
tifying radio resources within a first downlink bandwidth
associated with the base station 28 into a second re-
source referencing scheme used by the UE for identifying
radio resources within a second downlink bandwidth as-
sociated with the UE. In this example, the first downlink
bandwidth comprises the 27 RBs, while the second
downlink bandwidth for the UE 1 comprises the 10 RBs
allocated to the UE 1. Similarly, the second downlink
bandwidth for the UE 2 comprises the 15 RBs allocated
to it. The mapping information for the UE 1 comprises
the "Offset 1 = 10" information and the mapping informa-
tion for the UE 2 comprises the "Offset 2 = 3" information.
[0078] Thus, if the base station 28 transmits a message
using RB 10-in a given transmission time interval or in-
stant-and that message includes a resource identifier
pointing to RBs 12-14 using the first numbering scheme,
the UE 1 would subtract Offset 1=10, to get RBs 2-4 in
its own numbering scheme. Similarly, the UE 2 would
subtract Offset 2 = 3 from 12-14, and would get RBs 9-11
in its own numbering scheme. The "mapping function"
used by each UE might thus be subtracting a UE-specific
offset from the RB numbers identified in the message,
which may be a Physical Downlink Control Channel, PD-
CCH, transmission by the base station 28, for example.
[0079] In another embodiment, the modification might
be the addition of the UE-specific offset to the RB num-
bers indicated by the base station 28. In both examples,
a linear resource block numbering is assumed. Other re-
source block numbering schemes such as positive and
negative resource block numbers relative to a center fre-
quency or a spiral resource block numbering starting in
the center and spiraling outwards are other possible num-
bering schemes. The teachings herein are not limited to
a specific numbering scheme and it will be appreciated
that the mapping information provided to a UE and the
corresponding mapping function used by the UE for
translating base-station resource reference into UE-spe-
cific resource references will depend on the resource ref-
erencing schemes in use.
[0080] Whereas base stations in LTE were referred to
as eNBs, radio access nodes in 5G systems may be re-
ferred to as "gNBs." A gNB operating according to an
embodiment of the teachings herein provides mapping
information to respective UEs, enabling each UE to trans-
late the resource identifiers from the resource referencing

scheme used by the gNB for the radio resource contained
within a first bandwidth, into UE-specific resource iden-
tifiers that are mapped into the resource subsets allocat-
ed to or associated with each UE. Of course, the gNB
may transmit UE-specific messages that contain re-
source identifiers that are already expressed in terms of
the UE-specific referencing scheme, while sending re-
source identifiers in messages intended for receipt by
more than one UE that are expressed in terms of the
gNB’s referencing scheme.
[0081] In at least one embodiment herein, a gNB or
other base station 28 uses different message "sizes"
when sending resource identifiers in a common search
space versus a device-specific (UE-specific) search
space. That is, when sending a resource identifier in a
message transmitted in a common search space for re-
ceipt by more than one UE, the resource identifier is ex-
pressed in terms of the overall resource space-i.e., the
resource space represented by the overall bandwidth at
issue. However, when sending a resource identifier in a
message transmitted in a device-specific search space
for receipt by a particular device, the resource identifier
is expressed in terms of the allocated resource space-
i.e., the resource space represented by the bandwidth
allocation associated with the device. Because the allo-
cated bandwidth may be much smaller than the overall
bandwidth, it takes fewer bits to uniquely identify resourc-
es-e.g., RBs-within the allocated bandwidth than is re-
quired for identifying those same resources within the
overall bandwidth.
[0082] Complementing the different numbers of bits
needed to identify resources in the overall bandwidth at
issue versus the allocated bandwidth associated with a
given device 22, the devices 22 may be configured to
handle the different message sizes. For example, a UE
searching for a PDCCH message in a common search
space may assume a different resource allocation field
size than when it searches for a PDCCH message in a
UE-specific search space. The UE may also assume a
different Downlink Control Information (DCI) size in this
case. Also, note that it is not necessary to define device-
specific offsets in relation to an anchor equal to RB 0 (in
base-station numbering). The anchor may be arbitrary
and need not be known at the devices 22, as long as it
is consistent for all devices 22 served by the base station
28 at issue. Different base stations 28 may have different
anchors.
[0083] Figure 10 illustrates an example embodiment
or configuration where the BS has chosen RB 7 to be the
anchor. This choice is reflected in that the Offset 1 = 3
and the Offset 2 = -4. Thus, offsets may be negative.
These UE-specific offsets are transmitted to the UEs,
e.g., upon the semi-static configuration of their bandwidth
locations within the larger bandwidth.
[0084] Figure 10 also illustrates the transmission of
Downlink Control Information (DCI) by the BS, which
identifies a data region of common interest to the UEs 1
and 2, and which identifies the involved RBs using the
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base-station resource referencing scheme. Notably, de-
spite expressing the common data-region RBs in terms
of its own resource numbering scheme, the base station
does adjust for the fact that RB 7 serves as the reference
for the UE-specific offsets. Assuming that the common
data-region RBs are numbered 12-14 in the base-station
scheme, the resource identifier sent by the base station
28 in the common PDCCH identifies RBs 5-7. The UE 1
subtracts Offset 1 (=3) to yield RBs 2-4 within its own
resource space, and the UE 2 subtracts Offset 2 (=-4)
from 5-7 to obtain RBs 9-11 within its own resource
space. Notably, as seen in conjunction with Figure 7,
both offsetting schemes result in the UEs 1 and 2 resolv-
ing the resource identifiers correctly, such that both UEs
1 and 2 properly identify the RBs 12-14 (in absolute BS
numbering) as being the common data-region RBs point-
ed to in the PDCCH message they receive from the BS
in the common search space.
[0085] Figure 10 demonstrates that a base station 28
can choose an arbitrary anchor point within the overall
bandwidth of interest, and the choice is transparent to
the devices 22 being served, as the base station 28 can
adjust the value(s) of the resource identifiers it sends in
common messages, in dependence on where the anchor
or reference point for the UE-specific offsets is located
within the overall bandwidth. By way of example, the an-
chor may be the location of BS RB 0 or RB N-1, or the
center RB or the center frequency of the overall band-
width or the location of a sync signal or synchronization
signal block SSB or the Physical Broadcast Channel
(PBCH) or any other location. In at least one embodiment,
the base station 28 chooses the anchor to minimize the
number of bits needed to encode the offsets.
[0086] The encoding of the offsets is also considered
herein. The encoding resolution might be different from
the single-RB resolution that the devices 22 use. For ex-
ample, rather than expressing offsets at the RB resolu-
tion, the offsets may be expressed more coarsely, such
as in multiples of RBs, rather than in single-RB incre-
ments. In an example, the device-specific offsets are ex-
pressed in terms of L times (some number of RBs), where
L is an integer. Such an approach saves signaling bits
but does force the base station 28 to use a coarser grid
on which to allocate devices 28.
[0087] Now consider a scenario where the network 20
reconfigures a device 22 to another part of the overall
bandwidth 14-i.e., where the allocated bandwidth 18 of
the device 22 is "moved" within the overall bandwidth at
issue. Such changes may occur, for example, as a func-
tion of network load or device mobility resulting in a
change in serving base stations for the device 22. Chang-
ing the allocated bandwidth location changes the device-
specific offset, which can more generally be stated as
saying that the mapping function to be used by the device
22 for translating from the base-station resource refer-
encing scheme into the device-specific resource refer-
encing scheme changes.
[0088] Hence, the offset or other mapping information

used by the device 22 must be updated to reflect the
changed allocation location and such information can be
provided to the device 22 as a parameter in RRC recon-
figuration or handover signaling. More generally, the de-
vice 22 is provided with, or the device 22 derives, new
mapping information as needed.
[0089] Figure 11 illustrates a further variation contem-
plated herein. In this example embodiment or instance,
the offset that relates device-specific resource number-
ing to the base-station resource numbering is defined
relative to the allocated bandwidth of each device 22 be-
ing supported. The offset is relative to a reference that
is preferably within a common bandwidth of all devices
22 that should be capable of receiving a common mes-
sage from the base station 28.
[0090] In the diagram the reference is selected at the
bottom of the common bandwidth. However, other posi-
tions are possible as well. In the example, the Offset 1 =
0 and the Offset 2 = 7. The base station 28 references
scheduled resources relative to the reference, although
it does so using the numbering scheme associated with
the overall bandwidth 14. For example, to reference RBs
13-15 (in the BS coordinate system) in a common mes-
sage sent to the UEs 1 and 2, the BS would signal 3-5.
While still expressed within the BS resource referencing
scheme, these resource identifier values are relative
rather than absolute-i.e., they are relative to the RB=10
anchor point within the overall bandwidth at issue.
[0091] Correspondingly, to properly map the resource
identifier values from the BS scheme into the applicable
device-specific scheme, the UE 1 adds Offset 1 (0) to
them, which results in the UE 1 decoding data from RBs
3-5 within its own referencing scheme. Of course, these
values "point" to RBs 13-15 within the overall bandwidth
14, as is proper. Similarly, the UE 2 adds Offset 2 (7) to
the values signaled by the BS, which results in the UE 2
decoding data from the correct RBs.
[0092] Notably, the reference does not necessarily
have to be within the common bandwidth and Figure 12
illustrates an example of such an approach. Here, the
Offset 1 = -1 and the Offset 2 = 6. To address the same
bandwidth as referenced in the preceding example, the
base station 28 signals resource identifiers 4-6. The UE
1 adds Offset 1 (-1) to the signaled values and uses re-
sources 3-5 in its local referencing or coordinate system.
The UE 2 adds Offset 2 (6) to the signaled values and
use resources 10-12 in its local coordinate system. If the
offset reference is outside the common bandwidth, a po-
tentially larger field is needed for the resource allocation
assignment. For example, in Figure 11, only three bits
were needed, while in Figure 12 4 bits are needed.
[0093] One advantage of the approach seen in Figure
11 is that signaling in the common search space only
requires as many bits as are needed to address the com-
mon bandwidth while the approach seen in Figure 10
requires the resource allocation field to accommodate
the number of bits needed for identifying resources within
the overall bandwidth at issue. Of course, the approach
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illustrated in Figure 11 requires a reconfiguration of the
UE-specific offsets if the common bandwidth changes,
e.g. due to bandwidth allocation change of a single UE.
Alternatively, the reference may be kept constant but in
this case the resource allocation field size may increase.
[0094] Among other advantages, the teachings herein
allow for full flexibility of per-device bandwidths while en-
abling the smallest possible payload for signaling device-
specific RB allocations and while allowing for non-am-
biguous signaling of common-space RB allocations. In
an example implementation, a device 22 is configured
with a bandwidth allocation (also referred to as a frequen-
cy allocation) that occupies a portion of the bandwidth
(frequency range) that a serving base station 28 uses to
serve any number of devices 22.
[0095] The device 22 is configured to receive a device-
specific offset, and to receive a downlink control message
in a common search space. The message includes a
resource identifier, e.g., a data region location indicator
(resource block assignment), and the device 22 is con-
figured to identify a set of resource blocks based on the
data region location indicator and the device-specific off-
set. Further, the device 22 is configured to receive a data
codeword in the data region in the identified set of re-
source blocks-that is, the device 22 is configured to de-
code the data codeword from the correctly-identified ra-
dio resources.
[0096] The device 22 uses different formulas-mapping
functions-to calculate the resource block(s) to be used
for reception or transmission depending whether the in-
volved DCI has been received in a common search space
used by multiple devices 22, or a device-specific search
space that is specific to the device 22. The serving base
station 28 may use different resource block field sizes
(and thus potentially also different DCI sizes) for DCI in
common search spaces versus DCI in the UE-specific
search space, and a device 22 in such embodiments is
configured to correctly receive (process) the differently-
sized resource block fields and/or DCI.
[0097] Notably, modifications and other embodiments
of the disclosed invention(s) will come to mind to one
skilled in the art having the benefit of the teachings pre-
sented in the foregoing descriptions and the associated
drawings. Therefore, it is to be understood that the in-
vention(s) is/are not to be limited to the specific embod-
iments disclosed but rather to the appended set of claims.
Although specific terms may be employed herein, they
are used in a generic and descriptive sense only and not
for purposes of limitation.

Claims

1. A method (400) of operation in a wireless communi-
cation device (22) configured for operation in a wire-
less communication network (20), the method (400)
comprising:

receiving (block 402) a resource identifier from
a network node (10, 28) in the wireless commu-
nication network (20), the resource identifier
comprising a resource identifying value;
using (block 406) the resource identifying value
to identify a corresponding frequency resource
within an allocated bandwidth (18) of the wire-
less communication device (22), if the resource
identifier was received in a device-specific mes-
sage;
translating the resource identifying value and
using (block 408) the translated resource iden-
tifying value to identify the corresponding fre-
quency resource within the allocated bandwidth
(18) of the wireless communication device (22),
if the resource identifier was received in a down-
link control message transmitted by a base sta-
tion (28) in the wireless communication network
(20) on radio resources within a common search
space used for sending downlink control mes-
sages to multiple wireless communication de-
vices (22), wherein translating the resource
identifying value comprises using mapping in-
formation that relates a first frequency resource
referencing scheme to a second frequency re-
source referencing scheme; and
receiving (block 410) on the corresponding fre-
quency resource.

2. The method (400) of claim 1, wherein the corre-
sponding frequency resource belongs to a set of fre-
quency resources pointed to by the resource identi-
fier, the set of frequency resources carry data or con-
trol information, and wherein receiving on the corre-
sponding frequency resource comprises decoding
the data or control information from the set of fre-
quency resources.

3. A wireless communication device (22) comprising:

communication circuitry (40) configured for wire-
less communication in a wireless communica-
tion network (20); and
processing circuitry (46) operatively associated
with the communication circuitry (40) and con-
figured to:

receive, via the communication circuitry
(40), a resource identifier from a network
node (10, 28) in the wireless communication
network (20), the resource identifier com-
prising a resource identifying value;
use the resource identifying value to identify
a corresponding frequency resource within
an allocated bandwidth (18) of the wireless
communication device (22), if the resource
identifier was received in a device-specific
message;

23 24 



EP 3 618 547 B1

14

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

translate the resource identifying value and
use the translated resource identifying val-
ue to identify the corresponding frequency
resource within the allocated bandwidth
(18) of the wireless communication device
(22), if the resource identifier was received
in a downlink control message transmitted
by a base station (28) in the wireless com-
munication network (20) on radio resources
within a common search space used for
sending downlink control messages to mul-
tiple wireless communication devices (22),
wherein the processing circuitry (46) is con-
figured to translate the resource identifying
value by using mapping information that re-
lates the first frequency resource referenc-
ing scheme to a second frequency resource
referencing scheme; and
receive on the corresponding radio re-
source, via the communication circuitry
(40).

4. The wireless communication device (22) of claim 3,
wherein the corresponding radio resource belongs
to a set of frequency resources pointed to by the
resource identifier, the set of frequency resources
carry data or control information, and wherein the
processing circuitry (46) is configured to decode the
data or control information from the set of frequency
resources.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren (400) zum Betrieb in einer drahtlosen
Kommunikationsvorrichtung (22), die zum Betrieb in
einem drahtlosen Kommunikationsnetz (20) konfi-
guriert ist, wobei das Verfahren (400) Folgendes um-
fasst:

Empfangen (Block 402) einer Ressourcenken-
nung von einem Netzknoten (10, 28) in dem
drahtlosen Kommunikationsnetz (20), wobei die
Ressourcenkennung einen Wert umfasst, der
die Ressource identifiziert;
Verwenden (Block 406) des Wertes, der die
Ressource identifiziert, um eine entsprechende
Frequenzressource innerhalb einer zugewiese-
nen Bandbreite (18) der drahtlosen Kommuni-
kationsvorrichtung (22) zu identifizieren, wenn
die Ressourcenkennung in einer vorrichtungs-
spezifischen Nachricht empfangen wurde;
Übersetzen des Wertes, der die Ressource
identifiziert und Verwenden (Block 408) des
übersetzten Wertes, der die Ressource identifi-
ziert, um die entsprechende Frequenzressour-
ce innerhalb der zugewiesenen Bandbreite (18)
der drahtlosen Kommunikationsvorrichtung (22)

zu identifizieren, wenn die Ressourcenkennung
in einer Downlink-Steuernachricht empfangen
wurde, die durch eine Basisstation (28) in dem
drahtlosen Kommunikationsnetz (20) auf
Funkressourcen innerhalb eines gemeinsamen
Suchraums gesendet wurde, der zum Senden
von Downlink-Steuernachrichten an mehrere
drahtlose Kommunikationsvorrichtungen (22)
benutzt wird, wobei das Übersetzen des Wertes,
der die Ressource identifiziert, das Verwenden
von Abbildungsinformationen umfasst, die ein
erstes Frequenzressourcen-Referenzschema
mit einem zweiten Frequenzressourcen-Refe-
renzschema in Beziehung setzen; und
Empfangen (Block 410) auf der entsprechenden
Frequenzressource.

2. Verfahren (400) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die entspre-
chende Frequenzressource zu einem Satz von Fre-
quenzressourcen gehört, auf die durch die Ressour-
cenkennung verwiesen wird, wobei der Satz von Fre-
quenzressourcen Daten- oder Steuerinformationen
trägt, und wobei das Empfangen auf der entspre-
chenden Frequenzressource das Decodieren der
Daten- oder Steuerinformationen aus dem Satz von
Frequenzressourcen umfasst.

3. Drahtlose Kommunikationsvorrichtung (22), umfas-
send:

eine Kommunikationsschaltung (40), die zur
drahtlosen Kommunikation in einem drahtlosen
Kommunikationsnetz (20) konfiguriert ist; und
eine Verarbeitungsschaltung (46), die operativ
mit der Kommunikationsschaltung (40) verbun-
den ist und konfiguriert ist zum:

- Empfangen, über die Kommunikations-
schaltung (40), einer Ressourcenkennung
von einem Netzknoten (10, 28) in dem
drahtlosen Kommunikationsnetz (20), wo-
bei die Ressourcenkennung einen Wert
umfasst, der die Ressource identifiziert;
- Verwenden des Wertes, der die Ressour-
ce identifiziert, um eine entsprechende Fre-
quenzressource innerhalb einer zugewie-
senen Bandbreite (18) der drahtlosen Kom-
munikationsvorrichtung (22) zu identifizie-
ren, wenn die Ressourcenkennung in einer
vorrichtungsspezifischen Nachricht emp-
fangen wurde;
- Übersetzen des Wertes, der die Ressour-
ce identifiziert, und Verwenden des über-
setzten Wertes, der die Ressource identifi-
ziert, um die entsprechende Frequenzres-
source innerhalb der zugewiesenen Band-
breite (18) der drahtlosen Kommunikations-
vorrichtung (22) zu identifizieren, wenn die
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Ressourcenkennung in einer Downlink-
Steuernachricht empfangen wurde, die
durch eine Basisstation (28) in dem draht-
losen Kommunikationsnetz (20) auf
Funkressourcen innerhalb eines gemeinsa-
men Suchraums übertragen wurde, der
zum Senden von Downlink-Steuernach-
richten an mehrere drahtlose Kommunika-
tionsvorrichtungen (22) benutzt wird, wobei
die Verarbeitungsschaltung (46) konfigu-
riert ist, um den Wert, der die Ressource
identifiziert, unter Verwendung von Abbil-
dungsinformationen zu übersetzen, die ein
erstes Frequenzressourcen-Referenz-
schema mit einem zweiten Frequenzres-
sourcen-Referenzschema in Beziehung
setzen; und
- Empfangen auf der entsprechenden
Funkressource über die Kommunikations-
schaltung (40).

4. Drahtlose Kommunikationsvorrichtung (22) nach
Anspruch 3, wobei die entsprechende Funkressour-
ce zu einem Satz von Frequenzressourcen gehört,
auf die durch die Ressourcenkennung verwiesen
wird, wobei der Satz von Frequenzressourcen Da-
ten- oder Steuerinformationen trägt, und wobei die
Verarbeitungsschaltung (46) konfiguriert ist, um die
Daten- oder Steuerinformationen aus dem Satz von
Frequenzressourcen zu decodieren.

Revendications

1. Procédé (400) de fonctionnement dans un dispositif
de communication sans fil (22) configuré pour un
fonctionnement dans un réseau de communication
sans fil (20), le procédé (400) comprenant :

la réception (bloc 402) d’un identificateur de res-
source depuis un nœud de réseau (10, 28) dans
le réseau de communication sans fil (20) ; l’iden-
tificateur de ressource comprenant une valeur
d’identification de ressource ;
l’utilisation (bloc 406) de la valeur d’identification
de ressource pour identifier une ressource de
fréquence correspondante au sein d’une largeur
de bande allouée (18) du dispositif de commu-
nication sans fil (22), si l’identificateur de res-
source a été reçu dans un message spécifique
au dispositif ;
la traduction de la valeur d’identification de res-
source et l’utilisation (bloc 408) de la valeur
d’identification de ressource traduite pour iden-
tifier la ressource de fréquence correspondante
au sein de la largeur de bande allouée (18) du
dispositif de communication sans fil (22), si
l’identificateur de ressource a été reçu dans un

message de commande de liaison descendante
transmis par une station de base (28) dans le
réseau de communication sans fil (20) sur des
ressources radio au sein d’un espace de recher-
che commun utilisé pour envoyer des messages
de commande de liaison descendante à de mul-
tiples dispositifs de communication sans fil (22),
dans lequel la traduction de la valeur d’identifi-
cation de ressource comprend l’utilisation d’in-
formations de mappage qui relient un premier
schéma de référencement de ressource de fré-
quence à un deuxième schéma de référence-
ment de ressource de fréquence ; et
la réception (bloc 410) sur la ressource de fré-
quence correspondante.

2. Procédé (400) selon la revendication 1, dans lequel
la ressource de fréquence correspondante appar-
tient à un ensemble de ressources de fréquence dé-
signées par l’identificateur de ressource, l’ensemble
de ressources de fréquence transporte des informa-
tions de données ou de commande, et dans lequel
la réception sur la ressource de fréquence corres-
pondante comprend le décodage des informations
de données ou de commande provenant de l’ensem-
ble de ressources de fréquence.

3. Dispositif de communication sans fil (22)
comprenant :

un circuit de communication (40) configuré pour
une communication sans fil dans un réseau de
communication sans fil (20) ; et
un circuit de traitement (46) fonctionnellement
associé au circuit de communication (40) et con-
figuré pour :

- recevoir, via le circuit de communication
(40), un identificateur de ressource depuis
un nœud de réseau (10, 28) dans le réseau
de communication sans fil (20), l’identifica-
teur de ressource comprenant une valeur
d’identification de ressource ;
- utiliser la valeur d’identification de ressour-
ce pour identifier une ressource de fréquen-
ce correspondante au sein d’une largeur de
bande allouée (18) du dispositif de commu-
nication sans fil (22), si l’identificateur de
ressource a été reçu dans un message spé-
cifique au dispositif ;
- traduire la valeur d’identification de res-
source et utiliser la valeur d’identification de
ressource traduite pour identifier la ressour-
ce de fréquence correspondante au sein de
la largeur de bande allouée (18) du dispositif
de communication sans fil (22), si l’identifi-
cateur de ressource a été reçu dans un
message de commande de liaison descen-
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dante transmis par une station de base (28)
dans le réseau de communication sans fil
(20) sur des ressources radio au sein d’un
espace de recherche commun utilisé pour
envoyer des messages de commande de
liaison descendante à de multiples disposi-
tifs de communication sans fil (22),
dans lequel le circuit de traitement (46) est
configuré pour traduire la valeur d’identifi-
cation de ressource en utilisant des infor-
mations de mappage qui relient le premier
schéma de référencement de ressource de
fréquence à un deuxième schéma de réfé-
rencement de ressource de fréquence ; et
- recevoir sur la ressource radio correspon-
dante, via le circuit de communication (40).

4. Dispositif de communication sans fil (22) selon la
revendication 3, dans lequel la ressource radio cor-
respondante appartient à un ensemble de ressour-
ces de fréquence désignées par l’identificateur de
ressource, l’ensemble de ressources de fréquence
transporte des informations de données ou de com-
mande, et dans lequel le circuit de traitement (46)
est configuré pour décoder les informations de don-
nées ou de commande provenant de l’ensemble de
ressources de fréquence.
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