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(54) METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR LOCATION NOTIFICATION USING LOCATION CONTEXT 
INFORMATION

(57) Provided is a method and apparatus for location
notification using location context information. In accord-
ance with an embodiment of the disclosure, a mobile de-
vice automatically generates location context information
that indicates a point of interest in a vicinity of the mobile
device. For example, if the user of the mobile device is
at home, then the location context information indicates
that the user is at home instead of merely indicating lat-
itude/longitude information corresponding to the location
of the home. The mobile device displays the location con-
text information in order to convey the location of the
mobile device in a manner that is meaningful without the
need for a map. Alternatively, or additionally, the mobile
device provides the location context information to at
least one other device. This serves to inform other users
of the location of the mobile device in a manner that is
meaningful without the need for a map.
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Description

[0001] The application relates generally to mobile de-
vices, and more particularly to location notification.
[0002] A location-based service (LBS) is an informa-
tion and entertainment service that makes use of the ge-
ographical position of one or more mobile devices. Some
applications involve tracking the geographic location of
one or more mobile devices. In order for a communication
device to track the location of a mobile device, the com-
munication device receives location information of the
mobile device. The location information can be generated
by the mobile device using GPS technology or by other
means. The communication device can receive location
information on an ongoing basis in order to keep up to
date on the geographical location of the mobile device.
[0003] The location information of the mobile device
might include latitude and longitude information repre-
senting the location of the mobile device. If the location
of the mobile device is displayed on a map, then a user
can typically understand the geographical location of the
mobile device. However, without the location of the mo-
bile device being displayed on a map, the latitude and
longitude information by itself might not very helpful for
the user.

General

[0004] According to a broad aspect, there may be pro-
vided a method comprising: determining a location of a
mobile device; based on the location of the mobile device,
automatically determining a point of interest in a vicinity
of the mobile device; automatically generating location
context information indicating the point of interest; and
executing a location notification using the location con-
text information.
[0005] According to another broad aspect, there may
be provided a computer readable medium having com-
puter executable instructions stored thereon for execu-
tion on a processor of a mobile device or a server so as
to implement the method as summarised above.
[0006] According to another broad aspect, there may
be provided a mobile device configured for implementing
the method as summarised above.
[0007] According to another broad aspect, there may
be provided a server configured for implementing the
method as summarised above.
[0008] Other aspects and features of the present dis-
closure will become apparent, to those ordinarily skilled
in the art, upon review of the following description of the
specific embodiments of the invention.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0009] Embodiments will now be described with refer-
ence to the attached drawings in which:

Figure 1 is a block diagram of an example commu-

nication system featuring peer-to-peer communica-
tion;
Figure 2 is a block diagram of an example commu-
nication system featuring server-based communica-
tion;
Figure 3 is a flowchart of a method of location noti-
fication using location context information;
Figure 4 is a flowchart of another method of location
notification using location context information;
Figure 5 is a flowchart of a method of selecting a
point of interest for location context information; and
Figure 6 is a block diagram of a mobile device.

Description of Preferred Embodiments

[0010] It should be understood at the outset that al-
though illustrative implementations of one or more em-
bodiments of the present disclosure are provided below,
the disclosed systems and/or methods may be imple-
mented using any number of techniques, whether cur-
rently known or in existence. The disclosure should in no
way be limited to the illustrative implementations, draw-
ings, and techniques illustrated below, including the ex-
emplary designs and implementations illustrated and de-
scribed herein, but may be modified within the scope of
the appended claims along with their full scope of equiv-
alents.

Systems for Location Notification

[0011] Turning now to Figure 1, shown is a block dia-
gram of an example communication system featuring
peer-to-peer communication. The communication sys-
tem has a wireless network 20, and a plurality of devices
10,30,35 including a mobile device 10 and other commu-
nication devices 30,35. There might be other devices,
but they are not shown for simplicity. The mobile device
10 has a wireless access radio 11, a GPS receiver 12, a
processor 13, a location context notifier 14, a user inter-
face 15, a memory 16, and might have other components
but they are not shown for simplicity. Details of the other
communication devices 30,35 are omitted for simplicity.
There are a plurality of GPS satellites 40 (only one shown
for simplicity) for those devices that are GPS-enabled,
for example the mobile device 10.
[0012] The operation of the communication system will
now be described by way of example. Communication
between the devices 10,30,35 is through the wireless
network 20. The mobile device 10 uses its wireless ac-
cess radio 11 for communicating wirelessly over a wire-
less connection 21, while the other communication de-
vices 30,35 communicate over respective connections
22,23. The connections 22,23 can be wireless or wired
depending on whether the communication devices 30,35
are mobile. For this example, it is assumed that the com-
munication between the devices 10,30,35 is performed
in a peer-to-peer manner. However, alternative imple-
mentations are possible. An example featuring commu-
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nication in a server-based manner is described later with
reference to Figure 2.
[0013] The mobile device 10 generates location infor-
mation using GPS technology, which involves receiving
GPS signals 41 from the GPS satellites 40 using its GPS
receiver 12. The location information might for example
include latitude and longitude information representing
the location of the mobile device 10. Unfortunately, if this
information is not displayed visually on a map, then it
might not be particularly useful because latitude and lon-
gitude information is not very intuitive for users.
[0014] In accordance with an embodiment of the dis-
closure, the location context notifier 14 implements a
method for location notification in a manner that indicates
a point of interest in a vicinity of the mobile device 10.
For example, if the user of the mobile device 10 is at
home, then the location context notifier 14 might generate
location context information indicating that the user is at
home instead of merely indicating latitude/longitude in-
formation corresponding to the location of the home. The
location context notifier 14 displays the location context
information using the user interface 15. This serves to
inform the user of the mobile device 10 of its location in
a manner that is meaningful without the need for a map.
Alternatively, or additionally, the location context notifier
14 provides the location context information to another
device, for example one of the other communication de-
vices 30,35 shown in the illustrated example. This serves
to inform other users of the location of the mobile device
10 in a manner that is meaningful without the need for a
map. Any location tracking application can be updated
including those used for social networking such as Fa-
cebook or Twitter.
[0015] In some implementations, the location context
notifier 14 generates the location context information as
a function of both location and movement of the mobile
device. For example, if the user of the mobile device 10
is near a work office and is moving towards the work
office, then the location context notifier 14 might generate
location context information indicating that the user is
arriving at the work office. An example method of gener-
ating location context information as a function of both
location and movement of a mobile device is described
below with reference to Figure 4.
[0016] In some implementations, the location context
notifier 14 selects one of a plurality of points of interest
according to at least one criterion. In specific implemen-
tations, the location context notifier 14 selects a point of
interest that is nearest to the mobile device 10. Other
implementations are possible. An example method of se-
lecting a point of interest is described below with refer-
ence to Figure 5.
[0017] In some implementations, the points of interest
include public points of interest. This would for example
include public landmarks such as stores, buildings, movie
theatres, etc. In some implementations, the public points
of interest are stored in a communal database on a server
(not shown). Thus, the mobile device 10 queries the da-

tabase to determine a public point of interest in the vicinity
of the mobile device 10. In alternative implementations,
the public points of interest are stored in a local database
stored on the mobile device 10, for example in the mem-
ory 16. In some implementations, at least some of the
public points of interest are identified from mobile codes
(e.g. bar codes or other visual/graphic representation of
codes that may or may not contain "bars" such as Quick
Response (QR) and Data Matrix codes). As a first exam-
ple, a public point of interest might be encoded in a sym-
bology (e.g. ’geo’ URI, meeting point barcode, etc.) that
can be scanned and decoded or otherwise obtained by
the mobile device 10. Note that ’geo’ URI is a location
format under the GEOPRIV group in IETF and is currently
an Internet Draft: http://tools.ietf.org/html/draft-mayrhof-
er-geopriv-geo-uri-01 the disclosure of which is incorpo-
rated herein by reference in its entirety. This URI could
be included in the barcode. As another example, a public
point of interest might be identified by receiving a busi-
ness card identifying the point of interest using a bar
code. Other implementations are possible.
[0018] In some implementations, the points of interest
include at least one personal point of interest. Personal
points of interest are user-specific. This would for exam-
ple include the user’s home, the user’s work site, dwell-
ings of friends/family of the user, etc. In some implemen-
tations, the personal points of interest are created by ge-
ocoding entries of an address book. In some implemen-
tations, besides the address book, favourite locations on
a map application, pictures, or anything else with latitude
and longitude information can be used. In some imple-
mentations, latitude and longitude information is ob-
tained from a picture based on a meta tag encoded by a
GPS-enabled camera that took the picture. The latitude
and longitude information can for example be retrieved
from metadata associated with the mobile code resolved
content or included in the mobile code (e.g. JPEG2000,
http://www.metadataworkinggroup.org/specs/ the dis-
closure of which is incorporated herein by reference in
its entirety, DIG35, etc). In other implementations, lati-
tude and longitude information is obtained from a picture
based on the information being manually added or re-
versed geocoded if a user placed the picture on a map
for example. More generally, any appropriate manner of
obtaining the latitude and longitude information can be
employed. In specific implementations, at least some of
the personal points of interest are identified from mobile
codes (e.g. bar codes or other visual/graphic represen-
tation of codes that may or may not contain "bars" such
as Quick Response (QR) and Data Matrix codes). As a
first example, a personal point of interest (e.g. ’geo’ URI,
meeting point barcode, etc.) might be encoded in a sym-
bology that can be scanned and decoded or otherwise
obtained by the mobile device 10. As another example,
a personal point of interest might be identified by receiv-
ing a business card identifying the point of interest using
a bar code. In some implementations, the personal points
of interest include any combination of points of interest
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geocoded from an address book, points of interest from
a map application, points of interest geocoded from pic-
tures, and points of interest obtained from mobile codes.
[0019] In some implementations, the location context
information is generated by the location context notifier
14 to additionally indicate the location of the mobile de-
vice 10 with varying degrees of accuracy by land/water,
continent, country, time zone, state/province, city, city
region, street address or intersection, etc. Any specific
layer of map data can be tested for the additional infor-
mation. This additional information can supplement the
information indicating a point of interest in the vicinity of
the mobile device 10. Other implementations are possi-
ble. In some implementations, the location context noti-
fier 14 can be configured using the user interface 15 so
as to define what is to be included with the location con-
text information. The user interface 15 might for example
be used to configure possible locations of interest and
what, if any, additional location information is to be pro-
vided and to what degree of accuracy.
[0020] In some implementations, the location context
notifier 14 generates the location context information
from a mobile code at the time of resolution, that is, when
the data within the mobile code is processed into resolved
content. Resolved content can be retrieved directly from
the mobile code as in the case of direct mode resolution,
where the resolution is performed on the mobile device
without any further processing. Alternatively, the decod-
ed content might be a code identifier. A mobile device
that reads (e.g. using a mobile code reader) such a mo-
bile code may then send the code identifier to the network
for resolution. As a response, the appropriate network
entity returns the resolved content. In other implementa-
tions, the location context notifier 14 generates the loca-
tion context information whenever there is an update or
change in the points of interest. For example, if a point
of interest is identified by scanning a point of interest
encoded in a barcode, then the location context notifier
14 generates the location context information upon scan-
ning the barcode. In other implementations, the location
context notifier 14 generates the location context infor-
mation upon request. Other implementations are possi-
ble.
[0021] In specific implementations, location context in-
formation is included in the data format encoded in a
mobile code format (e.g. ’geo’ URI, meeting point bar-
code, etc.). In direct mode, the mobile code contains all
relevant information and no network information is need-
ed. In indirect mode, the mobile code contains a content
identifier or other pointer to a resource (e.g. on a server)
from which relevant information is retrieved. In other spe-
cific implementations, the location context information
generated by the location context notifier 14 adheres to
a business card format. In some implementations, the
location context notifier 14 supports the encoding of busi-
ness cards in the Symbology. The Symbology is the al-
gorithm by which data is encoded as visual elements
(typically arrangements of lines or squares), and the re-

sultant "look and feel" (e.g. 1-dimensional, 2-dimensional
barcode, colored code, etc.) for the user. In some imple-
mentations, the business card format supports multiple
character sets including numeric, alphanumeric, special
character sets, 2 byte character sets (e.g., Asian lan-
guages), plain text, and international text. The business
card format can be used to encode the location context
information and might also encode other location infor-
mation such as longitude and latitude information for ex-
ample. In direct mode, the business card is encoded with
all relevant information. In indirect mode, the business
card is encoded with a hex ID or other pointer to a re-
source (e.g. on a server) from which relevant information
can be retrieved.
[0022] In some implementations, when a device re-
ceives the location context information in business card
format, the device is able to recognize and process the
business card information. For example, if the first com-
munication device 30 receives the location context infor-
mation of the mobile device 10 in business card format,
then the first communication device 30 recognizes and
processes the location context information and any other
information that might be encoded, for example name,
addresses, company name, email addresses, phone
numbers, birthday, Nickname and URLs. In some imple-
mentations, if the business card information is selected,
then the first communication device 30 invokes an appli-
cation to store the data in a phone book or address book.
In some implementations, if the location data is selected,
then the first communication device 30 invokes a location
tracking application for example to display the location
of the mobile device 50 on a map. Other implementations
are possible.
[0023] In the illustrated example, it is assumed that the
location context notifier 14 generates location context in-
formation for the mobile device 10. However, it is to be
understood that additionally, or alternatively, the location
context notifier 14 might generate location context infor-
mation for another mobile device that provides its location
information. For example, if the second communication
device 35 is mobile and provides its location information
to the mobile device 10, then the location context notifier
14 might generate location context information indicating
a location of interest in a vicinity of the second commu-
nication device 35. The location context notifier 14 might
for example display the location context information using
the user interface 15.
[0024] The possible points of interest for the second
communication device 35 can include public points of
interest and/or personal point of interest as similarly de-
scribed above for the mobile device 10. For personal
points of interest such as those derived from an address
book, the second communication device 35 might for ex-
ample provide data such as its address book to the mobile
device 10. This would allow the mobile device 10 to derive
personal points of interest for the second communication
device 35. In specific implementations, this is provided
in a business card format, as similarly described above.

5 6 



EP 3 722 752 A1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Other implementations are possible.
[0025] In the illustrated example, the location context
notifier 14 is implemented as software and is executed
on the processor 13. However, more generally, the loca-
tion context notifier 14 may be implemented as software,
hardware, firmware, or any appropriate combination
thereof.
[0026] It is to be understood that embodiments of the
disclosure are similarly applicable to server-based com-
munication between the devices 10,30,35. For server-
based implementations, the mobile device can perform
the location notification using location context informa-
tion as similarly described above. The server might for
example operate as a conduit for the location context
information. Alternatively, the server itself can perform
the location notification using location context informa-
tion. An example of this is described below with reference
to Figure 2.
[0027] Turning now to Figure 2, shown is a block dia-
gram of an example communication system featuring
server-based communication. The communication sys-
tem has a wireless network 60, and a plurality of devices
50,70,75 including a mobile device 50 and other commu-
nication devices 70,75. There might be other devices,
but they are not shown for simplicity. The mobile device
50 has a wireless access radio 51, a GPS receiver 52, a
processor 53, a user interface 55, and might have other
components but they are not shown for simplicity. Details
of the other communication devices 70,75 are omitted
for simplicity. The wireless network 60 has a server 65,
which has a processor 66, a location context notifier 67,
a memory 68, and might have other components but they
are not shown for simplicity. The server 65 is shown as
part of the wireless network 60. In alternative configura-
tions, the server 65 does not form part of the wireless
network 60 and is instead coupled to the wireless network
60. There are a plurality of GPS satellites 80 (only one
shown for simplicity) for those devices that are GPS-en-
abled, for example the mobile device 50.
[0028] The operation of the communication system will
now be described by way of example. For this example,
it is assumed that the first communication device 70 is
to receive location updates of the mobile device 50. Com-
munication between the devices 50,70,75 is through the
server 65 of the wireless network 60. The mobile device
50 uses its wireless access radio 51 for communicating
wirelessly over a wireless connection 61, while the other
communication devices 70,75 communicate over re-
spective connections 62,63. The connections 62,63 can
be wireless or wired depending on whether the commu-
nication devices 70,75 are mobile. Communication be-
tween the devices 50,70,75 is performed in a server-
based manner.
[0029] The mobile device 50 generates location infor-
mation using GPS technology, which involves receiving
GPS signals 81 from the GPS satellites 80 using its GPS
receiver 52. The mobile device 50 provides the location
information to the server 65. If a recipient of this informa-

tion does not display this information visually on a map,
then it might not be particularly useful to the recipient
because latitude and longitude information is not very
intuitive. Thus, if the server 65 were to merely forward
this information to the first communication device 70, then
the location information might be difficult to understand
by the user of the first communication device 70, unless
perhaps if the location information is displayed on a map.
[0030] In accordance with an embodiment of the dis-
closure, the location context notifier 67 implements a
method for location notification in a manner that indicates
a point of interest in a vicinity of the mobile device 50.
For example, if the user of the mobile device 50 is at
home, then the location context notifier 67 might generate
location context information indicating that the user is at
home instead of merely indicating latitude/longitude in-
formation corresponding to the location of the home. The
location context notifier 67 executes the location notifi-
cation by providing the location context information to at
least one other device, including the first communication
device 70 in this particular example. The location context
notifier 67 might also provide the location context infor-
mation to the mobile device 50.
[0031] In some implementations, the location context
notifier 67 can be configured by a remote user, for ex-
ample by the user of the mobile device 50 using the user
interface 55. Various settings might be configurable by
the user, as similarly described for the example provided
above with reference to Figure 1. The points of interest
and/or settings configurable by the user can be stored
on the server 65, for example in the memory 68.
[0032] In specific implementations, the location con-
text information generated by the location context notifier
67 adheres to a business card format, as similarly de-
scribed above with reference to Figure 1. In some imple-
mentations, when a device receives the location context
information in business card format, the device is able to
recognize and process the business card information, as
similarly described above with reference to Figure 1. If
the business card is encoded in the indirect mode, then
the hex ID or other pointer might for example refer to a
resource on the server 65, for example in the memory
68. Relevant information can be retrieved from the re-
source using the hex ID or other pointer.
[0033] In the illustrated example, the location context
notifier 67 of the server 65 is implemented as software
and is executed on the processor 66. However, more
generally, the location context notifier 67 may be imple-
mented as software, hardware, firmware, or any appro-
priate combination thereof. In some implementations, the
server 65 is a presence server.
[0034] In the illustrated examples present above with
reference to Figure 1 and Figure 2, details of the wireless
networks 20,60 have been omitted. It is to be understood
that the wireless networks 20,60 would have any appro-
priate combination of components suitable for a wireless
network. Note that the wireless networks 20,60 may in-
clude wires in spite of having components for wireless
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communication. The components of the wireless net-
works 20,60 are implementation specific and may de-
pend on the type of wireless network. Any appropriately
configured wireless network can be used. In specific im-
plementations, the wireless networks 20,60 are GSM
(Global System for Mobile communications) / EDGE (En-
hanced Data rates for GSM Evolution) / 3G or CDMA
(Code Division Multiple Access) networks. In other im-
plementations, the wireless networks 20,60 are WiFi net-
works. Other implementations are possible.
[0035] In the illustrated examples present above with
reference to Figure 1 and Figure 2, it is assumed that at
least some of the devices are GPS-enabled for determin-
ing geographic location. Whilst examples presented
herein focus on use of GPS, it is to be understood that
alternative means for determining geographic location
are possible and are within the scope of this disclosure.
For example, geographic location can alternatively be
determined based on cell/sector identification within cel-
lular network. As another example, geographic location
can be determined using triangulation of signals from in-
range base towers, such as those used for Wireless
E911. Wireless Enhanced 911 services enable a cell
phone or other wireless device to be located geograph-
ically using radiolocation techniques such as (i) angle of
arrival (AOA) which entails locating the caller at the point
where signals from two towers intersect; (ii) time differ-
ence of arrival (TDOA), which uses multilateration like
GPS, except that the networks determine the time differ-
ence and therefore the distance from each tower; and
(iii) location signature, which uses "fingerprinting" to store
and recall patterns (such as multipath) which mobile
phone signals exhibit at different locations in each cell.
Coarser location information can be obtained not only be
triangulating the device’s position based on nearby cell
towers but also based on nearby Wi-Fi access points via
a WLAN radio. As an alternative example, geographic
location can be determined based on mobile codes (e.g.
bar codes or other visual/graphic representation of codes
that may or may not contain "bars" such as Quick Re-
sponse (QR) and Data Matrix codes). Each mobile code
is located in a predefined location and encodes location
information for that location. A mobile device, upon scan-
ning/taking picture of one of these mobile codes, can
obtain the location information. The mobile codes can be
1-dimensional, 2-dimensional, or other. Other means for
determining geographic location may be possible.
[0036] Further details of executing a location notifica-
tion in a manner that indicates a point of interest in a
vicinity of a mobile device are provided below with refer-
ence to Figure 3 through Figure 5.

Methods for Location Notification

[0037] Referring now to Figure 3, shown is a flowchart
of a method of location notification using location context
information. This method may be implemented in a mo-
bile device, for example by the location context notifier

14 of the mobile device 10 shown in Figure 1. Alterna-
tively, this method may be implemented in a server, for
example by the location context notifier 67 of the server
65 shown in Figure 2. More generally, this method may
be implemented in any appropriately configured appara-
tus.
[0038] At step 3-1, the apparatus determines a location
of a mobile device. At step 3-2, based on the location of
the mobile device, the apparatus automatically deter-
mines a point of interest in a vicinity of the mobile device.
Examples of how the apparatus might select one of a
plurality of points of interest have been provided above.
[0039] At step 3-3, the apparatus automatically gener-
ates location context information indicating the point of
interest. At step 3-4, the apparatus executes a location
notification using the location context information. In this
manner, the location notification is executed in a manner
that indicates the point of interest in the vicinity of the
mobile device.
[0040] If the apparatus executing the method is the mo-
bile device itself, then the location notification might for
example include displaying the location context informa-
tion. This serves to inform the user of the mobile device
of its location in a manner that is meaningful without the
need for a map. Alternatively, or additionally, the location
notification involves providing the location context infor-
mation to another device. This serves to inform other
users of the location of the mobile device in a manner
that is meaningful without the need for a map.
[0041] Referring now to Figure 4, shown is a flowchart
of another method of location notification using location
context information. This method may be implemented
in a mobile device, for example by the location context
notifier 14 of the mobile device 10 shown in Figure 1.
Alternatively, this method may be implemented in a serv-
er, for example by the location context notifier 67 of the
server 65 shown in Figure 2. More generally, this method
may be implemented in any appropriately configured ap-
paratus.
[0042] At step 4-1, the apparatus determines a location
of a mobile device. At step 4-2, based on the location of
the mobile device, the apparatus automatically deter-
mines a point of interest in a vicinity of the mobile device.
At step 4-3, the apparatus determines whether there is
movement towards the point of interest. If there is move-
ment towards the point of interest, then at step 4-4, the
apparatus generates location context information to in-
dicate arrival at the point of interest. However, if there is
no movement towards the point of interest and instead
the apparatus determines at step 4-5 that there is move-
ment away from the point of interest, then at step 4-6 the
apparatus generates location context information to in-
dicate departure from the point of interest. If there is no
movement towards or away from the point of interest,
then at step 4-7 the apparatus generates location context
information to indicate being in vicinity of the point of in-
terest. Once location context information is generated
(either at step 4-4, 4-6, or 4-7), then at step 4-8 the ap-
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paratus executes a location notification using the location
context information. In this manner, the location notifica-
tion is executed in a manner that indicates the point of
interest in the vicinity of the mobile device.
[0043] If the apparatus executing the method is the mo-
bile device itself, then the location notification might for
example include displaying the location context informa-
tion. This serves to inform the user of the mobile device
of its location in a manner that is meaningful without the
need for a map. Alternatively, or additionally, the location
notification involves providing the location context infor-
mation to another device. This serves to inform other
users of the location of the mobile device in a manner
that is meaningful without the need for a map.
[0044] In some implementations, the location context
information is generated whenever the mobile device be-
comes within or falls out of from the vicinity of the location
of interest. In some implementations, location notifica-
tions are triggered by changes to the location context
information. Thus, changes to the location of the mobile
device can be timely reflected in the location notifications.
In some implementations, the update is dependent on
the location context information. For example, if the user
has moved a large distance since the last update then
chances are they were on a plane and the notification
could use a city or country information as opposed to a
street: "User is in Amsterdam", "User is in France" as
opposed to providing the street location. The context
could also be specified by the application. For example,
the application could state that it wants notification only
at the city level (i.e. only provide updates when the user
changes cities.)
[0045] Referring now to Figure 5, shown is a flowchart
of a method of selecting a point of interest for location
context information. This method may be implemented
in a mobile device, for example by the location context
notifier 14 of the mobile device 10 shown in Figure 1.
Alternatively, this method may be implemented in a serv-
er, for example by the location context notifier 67 of the
server 65 shown in Figure 2. More generally, this method
may be implemented in any appropriately configured ap-
paratus.
[0046] At step 5-1, the apparatus determines whether
a mobile device is in a vicinity of user-personal point of
interest. Examples of user-personal points of interest
have been described above. If the mobile device is in the
vicinity of user-personal point of interest, then at step 5-2
the apparatus selects the user-personal point of interest.
Note that this is performed without any consideration of
public points of interest. This is an example of a bias
towards user-personal point of interest. However, if there
are no user-personal points of interest in the vicinity of
the mobile device, then at step 5-3 the apparatus queries
a communal database for a public point of interest in the
vicinity of the mobile device. At step 5-4, the apparatus
selects a public point of interest.
[0047] It is to be understood that the method described
with reference to Figure 5 is one of many different ways

for selecting a point of interest for location context infor-
mation. In some implementations, the apparatus selects
a point of interest that is nearest to the mobile device. In
other implementations, the apparatus selects a point of
interest to which the mobile device is moving towards.
Note that this might not be the location of interest that is
nearest to the mobile device. In other implementations,
the apparatus selects a point of interest with a bias to-
wards certain locations of interest. Other implementa-
tions are possible. More generally, a point of interest is
selected based on at least one criterion.

Another Mobile device

[0048] Referring now to Figure 6, shown is a block di-
agram of another mobile device 100 that may implement
any of the device methods described herein. The mobile
device 100 is shown with specific components for imple-
menting features similar to those of the mobile device 10
shown in Figure 1. It is to be understood that the mobile
device 100 is shown with very specific details for exem-
plary purposes only.
[0049] A processing device (a microprocessor 128) is
shown schematically as coupled between a keyboard
114 and a display 126. The microprocessor 128 is a type
of processor with features similar to those of the proces-
sor 13 of the mobile device 10 shown in Figure 1. The
microprocessor 128 controls operation of the display 126,
as well as overall operation of the mobile device 100, in
response to actuation of keys on the keyboard 114 by a
user.
[0050] The mobile device 100 has a housing that may
be elongated vertically, or may take on other sizes and
shapes (including clamshell housing structures). The
keyboard 114 may include a mode selection key, or other
hardware or software for switching between text entry
and telephony entry.
[0051] In addition to the microprocessor 128, other
parts of the mobile device 100 are shown schematically.
These include: a communications subsystem 170; a
short-range communications subsystem 102; the key-
board 114 and the display 126, along with other input/out-
put devices including a set of LEDs 104, a set of auxiliary
I/O devices 106, a serial port 108, a speaker 111 and a
microphone 112; as well as memory devices including a
flash memory 116 and a Random Access Memory (RAM)
118; and various other device subsystems 120. The mo-
bile device 100 may have a battery 121 to power the
active elements of the mobile device 100. The mobile
device 100 is in some embodiments a two-way radio fre-
quency (RF) communication device having voice and da-
ta communication capabilities. In addition, the mobile de-
vice 100 in some embodiments has the capability to com-
municate with other computer systems via the Internet.
[0052] Operating system software executed by the mi-
croprocessor 128 is in some embodiments stored in a
persistent store, such as the flash memory 116, but may
be stored in other types of memory devices, such as a
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read only memory (ROM) or similar storage element. In
addition, system software, specific device applications,
or parts thereof, may be temporarily loaded into a volatile
store, such as the RAM 118. Communication signals re-
ceived by the mobile device 100 may also be stored to
the RAM 118.
[0053] The microprocessor 128, in addition to its op-
erating system functions, enables execution of software
applications on the mobile device 100. A predetermined
set of software applications that control basic device op-
erations, such as a voice communications module 130A
and a data communications module 130B, may be in-
stalled on the mobile device 100 during manufacture. In
addition, a personal information manager (PIM) applica-
tion module 130C may also be installed on the mobile
device 100 during manufacture. The PIM application is
in some embodiments capable of organizing and man-
aging data items, such as e-mail, calendar events, voice
mails, appointments, and task items. The PIM application
is also in some embodiments capable of sending and
receiving data items via a wireless network 110. In some
embodiments, the data items managed by the PIM ap-
plication are seamlessly integrated, synchronized and
updated via the wireless network 110 with the device
user’s corresponding data items stored or associated
with a host computer system. As well, additional software
modules, illustrated as another software module 130N,
may be installed during manufacture.
[0054] The flash memory 116 stores computer execut-
able instructions for implementing features similar to
those of the location context notifier 14 of the mobile de-
vice 10 shown in Figure 1. In a specific implementation,
the other module 130N of the flash memory 116 stores
computer executable instructions that when executed im-
plement a location context notifier. Note that the imple-
mentations described with reference to Figure 6 are very
specific for exemplary purposes.
[0055] Communication functions, including data and
voice communications, are performed through the com-
munication subsystem 170, and possibly through the
short-range communications subsystem 102. The com-
munication subsystem 170 includes a receiver 150, a
transmitter 152, a GPS receiver 162, and one or more
antennas, illustrated as a receive antenna 154 and a
transmit antenna 156, and a GPS antenna 164. In addi-
tion, the communication subsystem 170 also includes a
processing module, such as a digital signal processor
(DSP) 158, and local oscillators (LOs) 160. The commu-
nication subsystem 170 having the transmitter 152 and
the receiver 150 is a wireless access radio with features
similar to those of the wireless access radio 11 of the
mobile device 10 shown in Figure 1. The specific design
and implementation of the communication subsystem
170 is dependent upon the communication network in
which the mobile device 100 is intended to operate. For
example, the communication subsystem 170 of the mo-
bile device 100 may be designed to operate with the Mo-
bitex™, DataTAC™ or General Packet Radio Service

(GPRS) mobile data communication networks and also
designed to operate with any of a variety of voice com-
munication networks, such as Advanced Mobile Phone
Service (AMPS), Time Division Multiple Access (TDMA),
Code Division Multiple Access (CDMA), Personal Com-
munications Service (PCS), Global System for Mobile
Communications (GSM), etc. Examples of CDMA in-
clude 1X and 1x EV-DO. The communication subsystem
170 may also be designed to operate with an 802.11 Wi-
Fi network, and/or an 802.16 WiMAX network. Other
types of data and voice networks, both separate and in-
tegrated, may also be utilized with the mobile device 100.
[0056] Network access may vary depending upon the
type of communication system. For example, in the Mo-
bitex™ and DataTAC™ networks, mobile devices are
registered on the network using a unique Personal Iden-
tification Number (PIN) associated with each device. In
GPRS networks, however, network access is typically
associated with a subscriber or user of a device. A GPRS
device therefore typically has a subscriber identity mod-
ule, commonly referred to as a Subscriber Identity Mod-
ule (SIM) card, in order to operate on a GPRS network.
[0057] When network registration or activation proce-
dures have been completed, the mobile device 100 may
send and receive communication signals over the com-
munication network 110. Signals received from the com-
munication network 110 by the receive antenna 154 are
routed to the receiver 150, which provides for signal am-
plification, frequency down conversion, filtering, channel
selection, etc., and may also provide analog to digital
conversion. Analog-to-digital conversion of the received
signal allows the DSP 158 to perform more complex com-
munication functions, such as demodulation and decod-
ing. In a similar manner, signals to be transmitted to the
network 110 are processed (e.g., modulated and encod-
ed) by the DSP 158 and are then provided to the trans-
mitter 152 for digital to analog conversion, frequency up
conversion, filtering, amplification and transmission to
the communication network 110 (or networks) via the
transmit antenna 156.
[0058] In addition to processing communication sig-
nals, the DSP 158 provides for control of the receiver
150, the transmitter 152, and the GPS receiver 162. For
example, gains applied to communication signals in the
receiver 150 and the transmitter 152 may be adaptively
controlled through automatic gain control algorithms im-
plemented in the DSP 158.
[0059] In a data communication mode, a received sig-
nal, such as a text message or web page download, is
processed by the communication subsystem 170 and is
input to the microprocessor 128. The received signal is
then further processed by the microprocessor 128 for an
output to the display 126, or alternatively to some other
auxiliary I/O devices 106. A device user may also com-
pose data items, such as e-mail messages, using the
keyboard 114 and/or some other auxiliary I/O device 106,
such as a touchpad, a rocker switch, a thumb-wheel, or
some other type of input device. The composed data
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items may then be transmitted over the communication
network 110 via the communication subsystem 170.
[0060] In a voice communication mode, overall oper-
ation of the device is substantially similar to the data com-
munication mode, except that received signals are output
to a speaker 111, and signals for transmission are gen-
erated by a microphone 112. Alternative voice or audio
I/O subsystems, such as a voice message recording sub-
system, may also be implemented on the mobile device
100. In addition, the display 126 may also be utilized in
voice communication mode, for example, to display the
identity of a calling party, the duration of a voice call, or
other voice call related information.
[0061] Location determination using GPS technology
involves receiving GPS signals from GPS satellites 166
on the antenna 164. The GPS signals are received using
the GPS receiver 162 and processed by the DSP 158.
Typically, GPS signals from at least four satellites are
processed. Further details of GPS are omitted for sim-
plicity.
[0062] The short-range communications subsystem
102 enables communication between the mobile device
100 and other proximate systems or devices, which need
not necessarily be similar devices. For example, the short
range communications subsystem may include an infra-
red device and associated circuits and components, or
a Bluetooth™ communication module to provide for com-
munication with similarly-enabled systems and devices.
[0063] Numerous modifications and variations of the
present disclosure are possible in light of the above
teachings. It is therefore to be understood that within the
scope of the appended claims, the disclosure may be
practised otherwise than as specifically described herein.
[0064] Aspects of the invention are:

1. A method comprising: determining (3-1) a location
of a mobile device; based on the location of the mo-
bile device, automatically determining (3-2) a point
of interest in a vicinity of the mobile device; automat-
ically generating (3-3) location context information
indicating the point of interest; and executing (3-4)
a location notification using the location context in-
formation.

2. The method of aspect 1, wherein generating (3-3)
location context information indicating the point of
interest may comprise: generating (4-4, 4-6, 4-7) the
location context information based on both location
and movement of the mobile device.

3. The method of aspect 2, wherein generating (4-4,
4-6, 4-7) the location context information based on
both location and movement of the mobile device
may comprise: determining (4-3) whether the mobile
device is moving towards the point of interest; and
if the mobile device is moving towards the point of
interest, generating (4-4) the location context infor-
mation to indicate arrival at the point of interest.

4. The method of aspect 2 or 3, wherein generating
(4-4, 4-6, 4-7) the location context information based
on both location and movement of the mobile device
may comprise: determining (4-5) whether the mobile
device is moving away from the point of interest; and
if the mobile device is moving away from the point
of interest, generating (4-6) the location context in-
formation to indicate departure from the point of in-
terest.

5. The method of any one of aspects 1 to 4, wherein
determining (3-2) a point of interest in a vicinity of
the mobile device may comprise: selecting (5-2, 5-4)
one of a plurality of points of interest according to at
least one criterion.

6. The method of aspect 5, wherein selecting (5-2,
5-4) one of a plurality of points of interest according
to at least one criterion may comprise: selecting (5-2,
5-4) one of the plurality of points of interest that is
nearest to the mobile device.

7. The method of aspect 5 or 6, wherein the plurality
of points of interest comprise public points of interest.

8. The method of aspect 7, wherein determining (3-2)
a point of interest in a vicinity of the mobile device
may comprise at least one of: querying (5-3) a com-
munal database for a public point of interest in the
vicinity of the mobile device; and determining a public
point of interest in the vicinity of the mobile device
based on location information retrieved from a mo-
bile code.

9. The method of any one of aspects 5 to 8, wherein
the plurality of points of interest may comprise at
least one user-personal point of interest.

10. The method of aspect 9, wherein the at least one
user-personal point of interest may comprise at least
one of: at least one point of interest geocoded from
at least one address book; at least one point of in-
terest from a map application; at least one point of
interest geocoded from at least one picture; and at
least one point of interest retrieved from a mobile
code.

11. The method of any one of aspects 1 to 10, where-
in determining the location of the mobile device may
comprise at least one of: determining the location of
the mobile device based on location information re-
trieved from a mobile code; and determining the lo-
cation of the mobile device based on Global Posi-
tioning System ’GPS’.

12. The method of any one of aspects 1 to 11, where-
in either: the method may be executed in the mobile
device (10); and executing (3-4) the location notifi-
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cation using the location context information may
comprise at least one of: the mobile device display-
ing the location context information; and the mobile
device providing the location context information to
a server or to at least one other device, or: the method
may be executed in a server (65); and executing (3-4)
the location notification using the location context
information may comprise: the server providing the
location context information to at least one other de-
vice.

13. A computer readable medium (14, 67) having
computer executable instructions stored thereon for
execution on a processor (13, 66) of either a mobile
device (10) or a server (65) so as to implement the
method of any one of aspects 1 to 12.

14. A mobile device (10) configured for implementing
the method of any one of aspects 1 to 12.

15. A server (65) configured for implementing the
method of any one of aspects 1 to 12.

Claims

1. A method comprising:

determining (3-1) a current location of a mobile
device (50);
determining (3-2) a point of interest in a vicinity
of the current location of the mobile device (50),
wherein the determining comprises querying
(5-3) a communal database for a plurality of pub-
lic points of interest in the vicinity of the current
location of the mobile device and selecting (5-2,
5-4) one of the plurality of public points of interest
according to at least one criterion; and
transmitting (3-3) a location context notification
providing an indication of the current location of
the mobile device and transmitting location con-
text information for the selected point of interest
in the vicinity of the current location of the mobile
device,
wherein the location context notification is not
displayed on a map.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the selected one of
the plurality of public points of interest conveys the
current location of the mobile device (50).

3. The method of claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the trans-
mitting comprises transmitting the location context
notification to the mobile device.

4. The method of any preceding claim, wherein the
transmitting comprises transmitting the location con-
text notification to another mobile device.

5. The method of any preceding claim, wherein the lo-
cation context information is generated to addition-
ally indicate the location of the mobile device 50 with
varying degrees of accuracy and the location context
information is selected from the group comprising:
land/water, continent, country, time zone, state/prov-
ince, city, city region, street address or intersection.

6. The method of any of claims 1 to 4, wherein the lo-
cation context information is configurable and com-
prises possible locations of interest.

7. The method of any preceding claim, wherein the lo-
cation context information is indicative of both loca-
tion and movement of the mobile device (50).

8. The method of any preceding claim, wherein: if the
mobile device (50) is moving towards the point of
interest, the location context information indicates
arrival at the point of interest.

9. The method of claim 7 or claim 8, wherein: if the
mobile device (50) is moving away from the point of
interest, the location context information indicates
departure from the point of interest.

10. The method of any preceding claim, wherein select-
ing one of a plurality of points of interest according
to at least one criterion comprises: selecting one of
the plurality of points of interest that is nearest to the
mobile device (50).

11. The method of any one of claims 1 to 9, wherein the
point of interest is a user-personal point of interest.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the user-personal
point of interest comprises at least one of:

a point of interest geocoded from at least one
address book;
a point of interest from a map application;
a point of interest geocoded from at least one
picture; and
a point of interest retrieved from a mobile code,
wherein a mobile code is a visual representation
of a code that encodes location information.

13. The method of any preceding claim, the method fur-
ther comprising: storing the plurality of points of in-
terest, the points of interest being remotely config-
urable.

14. A computer readable medium having computer ex-
ecutable instructions stored thereon for execution on
a processor of a server (65) so as to implement the
method of any one of claims 1 to 13.

15. A presence server (65) configured for implementing
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the method of any one of claims 1 to 13.
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