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(57) A data transmission method for transmitting
compressed data is disclosed. The method includes:
classifying transmission target files into transmission
groups; calculating, for each of the transmission files, a
first compression time taken to compress the file by a
first compression system and a first transmission time

taken to transmit the file after being compressed by the
first compression system; and determining, for each of
the transmission groups, transmission order of files be-
longing to the transmission group based on the first com-
pression time and the first transmission time.
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Description

FIELD OF TECHNOLOGY

[0001] The embodiments discussed herein are related
to a data transmitting program, a data transmitting de-
vice, and a data transmitting method.

BACKGROUND

[0002] In cloud communication, for example, a data-
base for backup is prepared, and data for backup is up-
dated periodically or irregularly. In this case, a commu-
nicating device in the cloud communication may, for ex-
ample, transmit compressed data to the database for
backup, the database being coupled to the communicat-
ing device via a network.
[0003] In a case where the communicating device
transmits the compressed data, the communicating de-
vice performs data compression processing and data
transmission processing in parallel with each other. In a
case where the communicating device transmits a plu-
rality of pieces of data, the communicating device com-
presses data to be transmitted next while transmitting
compressed data. Technologies related to the compres-
sion and transmission of data are described in Japanese
National Publication of International Patent Application
No. 2001-523902 and Japanese Laid-open Patent Pub-
lication No. 02-043652.
[0004] However, when compressed data is transmit-
ted, unless compression of next data is completed during
the transmission of the data, a time during which no data
is transmitted occurs, so that it is difficult to use a com-
munication line effectively. On the other hand, when the
compression of the next data is completed during the
transmission of the data, a data transmission completion
waiting time occurs, so that it is difficult to utilize the
processing power of the communicating device effective-
ly. In either case, a wait for completion of data compres-
sion or a wait for completion of data transmission occurs,
and a time taken to complete the transmission of the data
is delayed.
[0005] Accordingly, in one aspect, it is an object of the
present technology to provide a data transmitting pro-
gram, a communicating device, and a data communicat-
ing method that transmit compressed data efficiently.

SUMMARY

[0006] According to an aspect of the embodiments, a
data transmission method for transmitting compressed
data is disclosed. The method includes: classifying trans-
mission target files into transmission groups; calculating,
for each of the transmission files, a first compression time
taken to compress the file by a first compression system
and a first transmission time taken to transmit the file
after being compressed by the first compression system;
and determining, for each of the transmission groups,

transmission order of files belonging to the transmission
group based on the first compression time and the first
transmission time.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

[0007]

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example of a con-
figuration of a communication system;
FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an example of a con-
figuration of a communicating device;
FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an example of a se-
quence of data transmission by a fixed order system;
FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an example of a se-
quence of data transmission by a fixed order system;
FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an example of a se-
quence of data transmission by a variable system;
FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
processing flowchart of data compression and trans-
mission processing S100;
FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
processing flowchart of intra-transmission-group da-
ta transmission processing S1001 in a first embod-
iment;
FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating an example of com-
pression times and transmission times of data D1 to
D3 in a first compression system;
FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating an example of trans-
mission completion times of respective transmission
orders in the first compression system;
FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating an example of a se-
quence of data transmission by a variable system;
FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
processing flowchart of intra-transmission-group da-
ta transmission processing S1001 in a second em-
bodiment;
FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating an example of com-
pression times and transmission times of data D1 to
D3 in a second compression system;
FIG. 13 is a diagram illustrating an example of trans-
mission completion times of respective transmission
orders in a second compression system;
FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
processing flowchart of intra-transmission-group da-
ta transmission processing S1001 in a third embod-
iment; and
FIG. 15 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
processing flowchart of transmission order determi-
nation processing S2001.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

<Example of Configuration of Communication System>

[0008] FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
configuration of a communication system. A communi-
cation system 10 depicted in FIG. 1 includes communi-
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cating devices 100-1 and 100-2 (which may hereinafter
be referred to as communicating devices 100) and a net-
work 200. The communication system 10, is for example,
a system in which the communicating device 100-1 trans-
mits data or a file to the communicating device 100-2,
and stores the data or the file in a database for backup,
the database being possessed by the communicating de-
vice 100-2. The data for backup is, for example, period-
ically updated in the communication system 10.
[0009] The communicating device 100-1 is a data
transmitting device that transmits a file to the communi-
cating device 100-2. The communicating device 100-1
is, for example, a computer. The communicating device
100-1 is, for example, coupled to the communicating de-
vice 100-2 via the network 200. The communicating de-
vice 100-1 is coupled to the network 200 or the commu-
nicating device 100-2 via a communication line L1. The
communication line L1 is a wire such as an optical cable
or the like. The communication line L1 may also be a
radio line. The communicating device 100-1, for example,
periodically transmits a file (data) to be backed up to the
communicating device 100-2. In the transmission to the
communicating device 100-2, the communicating device
100-1 transmits a compressed file obtained by compress-
ing the file to be transmitted (S1).
[0010] In a case where the communicating device
100-1 transmits a plurality of files, the communicating
device 100-1 assigns each of the plurality of files to a
group including one or more files (which group will be
referred to as a transmission group). Then, the commu-
nicating device 100-1 determines, for each transmission
group, the compression system and transmission order
of files belonging to the transmission group. The com-
municating device 100-1, for example, determines the
compression system and transmission order of the files
based on compression times and transmission times
(times from a start of transmission to completion of the
transmission) of the files.
[0011] The communicating device 100-2 is a device
that receives a file from the communicating device 100-1.
The communicating device 100-2 is, for example, a serv-
er machine. When the communicating device 100-2 re-
ceives a file from the communicating device 100-1, the
communicating device 100-2 decompresses the com-
pressed file, and stores the file in the database for back-
up.
[0012] The network 200 is, for example, an intranet.
The network 200 may also be a public line such as the
Internet or the like.
[0013] Incidentally, the communication system 10 may
include one or a plurality of communicating devices in
addition to the communicating devices 100-1 and 100-2.
In addition, in the communication system 10, the com-
municating device 100-2 may be a transmitting side, and
the communicating device 100-1 may be a receiving side.

[First Embodiment]

[0014] A first embodiment will first be described. The
communicating device 100-1 classifies each of transmis-
sion target files to a transmission group including one or
more files. Then, the communicating device 100-1 cal-
culates, for files belonging to each transmission group,
a first compression time taken for compression by a first
compression system and a first transmission time taken
to transmit the file after the compression by the first com-
pression system. The communicating device 100-1 de-
termines, for each transmission group, transmission or-
der of the files belonging to the transmission group based
on the calculated first compression time and the calcu-
lated first transmission time.
[0015] Incidentally, the first compression system is a
compression system given a highest priority or a speci-
fied compression system.

<Example of Configuration of Communicating Device>

[0016] FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
configuration of a communicating device. A communicat-
ing device 100 depicted in FIG. 2 includes a central
processing unit (CPU) 110, a storage 120, a memory
130, and network interface cards (NICs) 140-1 to n (which
may hereinafter be referred to as NICs 140). The com-
municating device 100 is a device that transmits and re-
ceives data to and from another communicating device.
[0017] The storage 120 is an auxiliary storage device
such as a flash memory, a hard disk drive (HDD), a solid
state drive (SSD), or the like, which stores a program and
data. The storage 120 includes a fixed order system data
transmitting program 221 and a variable system data
transmitting program 222.
[0018] The memory 130 is an area into which the pro-
gram stored in the storage 120 is loaded. The memory
130 is also used as an area in which the program stores
data.
[0019] The NICs 140 are devices that are coupled to
and communicate with another communicating device or
a network. The NICs 140 are, for example, network in-
terface cards. The NICs 140 may also be coupled to an-
other communicating device or a network via, for exam-
ple, a hub or the like.
[0020] The CPU 110 is a processor or a computer that
loads the program stored in the storage 120 into the mem-
ory 130, executes the loaded program, and thereby im-
plements pieces of processing.
[0021] The CPU 110 performs data transmission
processing by a fixed order system by executing the fixed
order system data transmitting program 221. The data
transmission processing by the fixed order system is
processing that uses a given compression system and
transmits data by a transmission system that compresses
and transmits the data in fixed transmission order (for
example, data generation order or data number order).
Details of the data transmission processing by the fixed
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order system will be described later.
[0022] The CPU 110 constructs a determining unit, a
calculating unit, and a classifying unit, and performs data
transmission processing by a variable system, by exe-
cuting the variable system data transmitting program
222. The data transmission processing by the variable
system is a system of determining the compression sys-
tem and transmission order of data based on compres-
sion times taken to complete the compression of data
(files) and transmission times taken to complete the
transmission of the data. Details of the data transmission
processing by the variable system will be described later.
[0023] In addition, the CPU 110 constructs a classify-
ing unit and performs transmission group assignment
processing by executing a transmission group assigning
module 2221. The transmission group assignment
processing is processing of assigning (classifying) data
as transmission targets to (into) transmission groups in-
cluding a plurality of pieces of data.
[0024] In addition, the CPU 110 constructs a calculat-
ing unit and a determining unit and performs intra-trans-
mission-group data transmission processing by execut-
ing an intra-transmission-group data transmitting module
2222. The processing of the intra-transmission-group da-
ta transmitting module is processing that is performed
for each transmission group, determines one of or both
the transmission order and compression system of data
within the transmission group, and transmits the data in
the determined transmission order and the determined
compression system.
[0025] In addition, the CPU 110 constructs a determin-
ing unit and performs transmission order determination
processing by executing a transmission order determin-
ing module 2223. The transmission order determination
processing is processing of determining the transmission
order of data within a transmission group in the intra-
transmission-group data transmission processing.

<Data Transmission by Fixed Order System>

[0026] Data transmission by the fixed order system will
be described. FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating an example
of a sequence of data transmission by a fixed order sys-
tem. When a trigger for transmitting data (or files) occurs,
for example, the communicating device 100-1 starts data
transmission. The communicating device 100-1 sequen-
tially compresses the data in fixed order (for example, in
order of data D1, data D2, and data D3), and transmits
the data.
[0027] The communicating device 100-1 starts com-
pression of data D1 (S10). When the communicating de-
vice 100-1 then completes the compression of the data
D1 (S11), the communicating device 100-1 starts trans-
mission of the data D1 (S12), and starts compression of
data D2, which is data to be transmitted next (S11).
[0028] When the communicating device 100-1 then
completes the transmission of the data D1 before com-
pletion of the compression of the data D2 (S13), the com-

municating device 100-1 waits for completion of the com-
pression of the data D2. When the communicating device
100-1 completes the compression of the data D2 (S14),
the communicating device 100-1 starts transmission of
the data D2 (S15), and starts compression of data D3,
which is data to be transmitted next (S14).
[0029] When the communicating device 100-1 then
completes the transmission of the data D2 before com-
pletion of the compression of the data D3 (S16), the com-
municating device 100-1 waits for completion of the com-
pression of the data D3. When the communicating device
100-1 completes the compression of the data D3 (S17),
the communicating device 100-1 starts transmission of
the data D3 (S18). Then, the communicating device
100-1 completes the transmission of the data D3 (S19),
and thereby completes data transmission.
[0030] A time T12 illustrated in FIG. 3 is a transmission
completion time from the start of the compression of the
data D1 by the communicating device 100-1 (S10) to
completion of transmission of all of the data by the com-
municating device 100-1 (S19). The transmission com-
pletion time T12 includes a time T10 from the completion
of the transmission of the data D1 to the completion of
the compression of the data D2 and a time T11 from the
completion of the transmission of the data D2 to the com-
pletion of the compression of the data D3. Both the time
T10 and the time T11 are a time during which no data is
transmitted from the communicating device 100-1, and
are thus a time during which the communication line is
not used efficiently.
[0031] FIG. 4 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
sequence of data transmission by a fixed order system.
Whereas transmission of data transmitted previously is
completed before completion of compression in FIG. 3,
compression is completed after completion of transmis-
sion of data transmitted previously in FIG. 4.
[0032] When a trigger for transmitting data (or files)
occurs, for example, the communicating device 100-1
starts data transmission. The communicating device
100-1 compresses and transmits data in fixed order (for
example, in order of data D1, data D2, and data D3).
[0033] The communicating device 100-1 starts com-
pression of the data D1 (S20). When the communicating
device 100-1 then completes the compression of the data
D1 (S21), the communicating device 100-1 starts trans-
mission of the data D1 (S22), and starts compression of
the data D2, which is data to be transmitted next (S21).
[0034] When the communicating device 100-1 then
completes the compression of the data D2 before com-
pleting the transmission of the data D1 (S23), the com-
municating device 100-1 starts compression of the next
data D3 (S23), and waits for completion of the transmis-
sion of the data D1. When the communicating device
100-1 completes the transmission of the data D1 (S24),
the communicating device 100-1 starts transmission of
the data D2 (S25).
[0035] When the communicating device 100-1 then
completes the compression of the data D3 before com-

5 6 



EP 3 506 097 A1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

pleting the transmission of the data D2 (S26), the com-
municating device 100-1 waits for completion of the
transmission of the data D2. When the communicating
device 100-1 completes the transmission of the data D2
(S27), the communicating device 100-1 starts transmis-
sion of the data D3 (S28). Then, the communicating de-
vice 100-1 completes the transmission of the data D3
(S29), and thereby completes data transmission.
[0036] A time T22 illustrated in FIG. 4 is a transmission
completion time from the start of the compression of the
data D1 by the communicating device 100-1 (S20) to
completion of transmission of all of the data by the com-
municating device 100-1 (S29). The transmission com-
pletion time T22 includes a time T20 from the completion
of the compression of the data D2 to the completion of
the transmission of the data D1 and a time T21 from the
completion of the compression of the data D3 to the com-
pletion of the transmission of the data D2. Both the time
T20 and the time T21 are a time during which the com-
municating device 100-1 does not perform data compres-
sion processing and the processing power of the proc-
essor of the communicating device 100-1 is not used
effectively. In addition, in compression processing, the
longer a compression time, the smaller a size after the
compression, for example. Therefore, the occurrence (or
lengthening) of the time T20 and the time T21 in which
compression processing is completed first means that
there is a strong possibility that a time for waiting for com-
pletion of compression does not occur even when a com-
pression system involving a longer compression time is
used. For example, the communicating device 100-1
does not use an appropriate compression system. There-
fore, the communicating device 100-1 causes a needless
transmission wait time, and does not use the communi-
cation line efficiently.

<Data Transmission by Variable System>

[0037] Data transmission by the variable system will
be described. The communicating device 100 assigns a
plurality of transmission target files to transmission
groups including a plurality of files, and determines trans-
mission order within the transmission groups. Incidental-
ly, in the first embodiment, description will be made of a
case where the communicating device 100-1 supports
only one compression system (first compression sys-
tem).
[0038] FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
sequence of data transmission by a variable system.
When a trigger for transmitting data occurs, the commu-
nicating device 100-1 performs data compression and
transmission processing (S100).
[0039] FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
processing flowchart of data compression and transmis-
sion processing S100. The communicating device 100
assigns transmission target data to transmission groups
(S100-1).
[0040] A transmission group is, for example, a group

constituted of a plurality of files (data). The communicat-
ing device 100 determines the transmission order of the
files in the transmission group. Incidentally, suppose that
the transmission target data is, for example, backup data,
that the order in which to transmit the transmission target
data to the communicating device 100-2 as a storage
destination of the backup data is not determined, and
that the storage of the backup data is performed regard-
less of the transmission order in which the transmission
target data is transmitted.
[0041] The communicating device 100, for example,
assigns the transmission target data to the transmission
groups according to the size of the transmission target
data in the processing S100-1. The communicating de-
vice 100, for example, sorts the transmission target data
in decreasing order of the size of the transmission target
data, and assigns given numbers of pieces of transmis-
sion target data to the respective transmission groups in
decreasing order of size. Consequently, the data sizes
of the data belonging to the respective transmission
groups are the same or within a given size range. The
compression time of data and the size of the data after
compression correspond to the size of the data before
the compression. Therefore, when the data sizes within
the transmission groups are made to be the same or ap-
proximate to each other, compression times and trans-
mission times of the data belonging to the transmission
groups are highly likely to be approximate to each other.
[0042] In addition, the communicating device 100 may
make the number of pieces of data in a transmission
group having a small data size larger than the number
of pieces of data in a transmission group having a large
data size. The communicating device 100 may thereby
make total values of the data sizes of the data belonging
to the transmission groups identical or approximate to
each other. As described above, the compression time
of data and the size of the data after compression corre-
spond to the data size of the data before the compression.
Thus, making the total values of the data sizes of the
data belonging to the transmission groups identical or
approximate to each other reduces difference between
the transmission completion times of the respective
transmission groups.
[0043] Further, the communicating device 100 may de-
termine the number of pieces of data of one transmission
group according to the processing power of the CPU.
The communicating device 100 may set the number of
pieces of data of one transmission group to a numerical
value equal to or less than the number of pieces of data
from which transmission completion times may be cal-
culated for combinations in all transmission orders within
a given time, for example.
[0044] The communicating device 100 selects a trans-
mission group not selected yet (S100-2). Then, the com-
municating device 100 performs intra-transmission-
group data transmission processing for the selected
transmission group (S1001). The communicating device
100 checks whether or not there is a transmission group
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not selected yet (S100-3). When there is a transmission
group not selected yet (Yes in S100-3), the communicat-
ing device 100 selects the transmission group not select-
ed yet again (S100-2), and performs the intra-transmis-
sion-group data transmission processing S1001. The
communicating device 100 thus repeats the processing
S100-2, the intra-transmission-group data transmission
processing S1001, and the processing S100-3 until there
is no longer a transmission group not selected yet (for
example, a transmission group not transmitted yet). In-
cidentally, the communicating device 100, for example,
selects transmission groups in numerical order of the
transmission groups in the processing S100-2.
[0045] Then, the communicating device 100 ends the
processing when there is no transmission group not se-
lected yet (No in S100-3).
[0046] FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an example of a
processing flowchart of intra-transmission-group data
transmission processing S1001 in the first embodiment.
The intra-transmission-group data transmission
processing S1001 in the first embodiment is processing
of determining the transmission order of data within a
transmission group in a case of one compression system
(for example, in a case where the compression system
is not variable).
[0047] The communicating device 100 calculates a
compression time of each piece of data within the trans-
mission group (S1001-1). The communicating device
100, for example, calculates the compression time based
on statistical data of compression times in past data and
an original data size. Alternatively, the communicating
device 100 may calculate the compression time based
on a compression algorithm and the original data size.
[0048] The communicating device 100 calculates a
transmission time of each piece of compressed data
(S1001-2). The communicating device 100 calculates the
transmission time based on statistical data of transmis-
sion times in past data and a data size after compression
(or original data). Alternatively, the communicating de-
vice 100 may calculate the transmission time based on
a present communication speed and the data size after
compression (predicted size).
[0049] The communicating device 100 calculates
transmission completion times for all of transmission or-
ders in the transmission group (S1001-3). The commu-
nicating device 100 then selects a transmission order
corresponding to a shortest transmission completion
time (S1001-4).
[0050] The communicating device 100 compresses
the data within the transmission group in the selected
transmission order, and transmits the data whose com-
pression is completed (S1001-5).
[0051] FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating an example of
compression times and transmission times of data D1 to
D3 in a first compression system. "Data" in FIG. 8 indi-
cates a data name. In addition, "compression time (sec-
onds)" in FIG. 8 indicates the compression time of each
piece of data in seconds. In addition, "transmission time

(seconds)" in FIG. 8 indicates the transmission time of
the data after compression in seconds. The communi-
cating device 100, for example, accumulates actual result
values of compression times and transmission times of
past data, and calculates the compression times and the
transmission times based on the accumulated actual re-
sult values.
[0052] FIG. 9 is a diagram illustrating an example of
transmission completion times of respective transmis-
sion orders in a first compression system. According to
FIG. 9, as an example, the transmission order of a pattern
1 is order of data D1, data D2, and data D3. In addition,
according to FIG. 9, the transmission completion time of
the pattern 1 is 150 seconds, which results from adding
together a compression time of 30 seconds of the data
D1, a compression time of 60 seconds of the data D2, a
compression time of 40 seconds of the data D3, and a
transmission time of 20 seconds of the data D3. In the
pattern 1, because of the long compression time of each
piece of data, the transmission of previous data being
transmitted is completed during the compression of data.
Therefore, in the pattern 1, the transmission completion
time is a time obtained by adding a sum of the compres-
sion times of the data D1, the data D2, and the data D3
to the transmission time of the data D3 transmitted last.
In the following, suppose that in the sequence of FIG. 5,
the communicating device 100-1 performs the data com-
pression and transmission processing S100 based on
FIG. 8 and FIG. 9.
[0053] Returning to the sequence of FIG. 5, in the data
compression and transmission processing S100, the
communicating device 100-1 calculates transmission
completion times of patterns 1 to 6 (S1001-3 in FIG. 7),
and selects a pattern whose transmission time is shortest
(S1001-4 in FIG. 7). The communicating device 100-1
selects the pattern 2 (which may be the pattern 5) whose
transmission completion time is 140 seconds as illustrat-
ed in FIG. 9.
[0054] The communicating device 100-1 performs
compression and transmission in order of the data D1,
the data D3, and the data D2, the order being the trans-
mission order of the pattern 2. The communicating device
100-1 starts compression of the data D1 (S101). When
the communicating device 100-1 completes the com-
pression of the data D1 30 seconds later (S102), the com-
municating device 100-1 starts transmission of the data
D1 (S103). The communicating device 100-1 then starts
compression of the data D3, which is second data in the
transmission order (S102).
[0055] When the communicating device 100-1 com-
pletes the transmission of the data D1 30 seconds later
(S104), the communicating device 100-1 does not com-
plete the compression of the data D3. The communicat-
ing device 100-1 therefore waits for completion of the
compression of the data D3. When the communicating
device 100-1 then completes the compression of the data
D3 40 seconds after the start of the compression of the
data D3 (10 seconds after the completion of the trans-
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mission of the data D1) (S105), the communicating de-
vice 100-1 starts transmission of the data D3 (S106). The
communicating device 100-1 then starts compression of
the data D2, which is third data in the transmission order
(S105).
[0056] When the communicating device 100-1 com-
pletes the transmission of the data D3 20 seconds later
(S107), the communicating device 100-1 does not com-
plete the compression of the data D2. The communicat-
ing device 100-1 therefore waits for completion of the
compression of the data D2. When the communicating
device 100-1 then completes the compression of the data
D2 60 seconds after the start of the compression of the
data D2 (40 seconds after the completion of the trans-
mission of the data D3) (S108), the communicating de-
vice 100-1 starts transmission of the data D2 (S109).
[0057] Then, 10 seconds later, the communicating de-
vice 100-1 completes the transmission of the data D2,
which is the last data in the transmission order within the
transmission group (S110), and thereby completes data
transmission within the transmission group.
[0058] A transmission completion time from the start
of the compression of the data D1 (S101) to the comple-
tion of the transmission of the data D2 (S110) in the com-
municating device 100-1 is 140 seconds (= 30 seconds
+ 40 seconds + 60 seconds + 10 seconds).
[0059] In the first embodiment, the communicating de-
vice 100 calculates transmission completion times based
on the compression times of the respective pieces of data
in the prescribed compression system and the transmis-
sion times of the data after compression, and selects a
transmission order corresponding to a shortest transmis-
sion completion time. Thus, the communicating device
100 may use the communication line efficiently.
[0060] In addition, in the first embodiment, the commu-
nicating device 100 determines a transmission group in
which transmission order is changed. When the number
of pieces of transmission target data is increased, the
combinations of transmission orders are increased ex-
ponentially, and therefore an amount of processing and
a processing time in the communicating device 100 are
increased. The communicating device 100 may suppress
an increase in the amount of processing and the process-
ing time by, for example, setting the number of pieces of
data within a transmission group to a number corre-
sponding to the processing power.

[Second Embodiment]

[0061] A second embodiment will next be described.
In the second embodiment, the communicating device
100-1 further supports a second compression system in
addition to the first compression system. The communi-
cating device 100-1 determines transmission order in-
cluding a compression system.

<Data Transmission by Variable System>

[0062] FIG. 10 is a diagram illustrating an example of
a sequence of data transmission by a variable system.
When a trigger for transmitting data occurs, the commu-
nicating device 100-1 performs data compression and
transmission processing (S100).
[0063] In the data compression and transmission
processing S100, the communicating device 100-1 as-
signs transmission target data to transmission groups
(S100-1 in FIG. 6). Then, the communicating device
100-1 selects a transmission group (S100-2 in FIG. 6),
and performs intra-transmission-group data transmis-
sion processing (S1001).
[0064] FIG. 11 is a diagram illustrating an example of
a processing flowchart of intra-transmission-group data
transmission processing S1001 in the second embodi-
ment. The intra-transmission-group data transmission
processing S1001 in the second embodiment is process-
ing of determining the transmission order and compres-
sion system of data within a transmission group in a case
where there are a plurality of compression systems.
[0065] The communicating device 100 selects a com-
pression system not selected yet (S1001-10). The com-
municating device 100 then calculates a compression
time of each piece of data in the selected compression
system within the transmission group (S1001-11). The
communicating device 100 further calculates a transmis-
sion time of each piece of compressed data (S1001-12).
[0066] The communicating device 100 calculates
transmission completion times for all of transmission or-
ders based on the calculated compression time and the
calculated transmission time (S1001-13).
[0067] When there is a compression system not se-
lected yet (Yes in S1001-14), the communicating device
100 selects the compression system not selected yet
(S1001-10), and performs the processing S1001-11 to
13.
[0068] When there is no compression system not se-
lected yet (No in S1001-14), on the other hand, the com-
municating device 100 selects a combination corre-
sponding to a shortest transmission completion time
among all combinations of the compression systems and
the transmission orders (S1001-15). Then, the commu-
nicating device 100 compresses the data of the trans-
mission group by the selected compression system,
transmits the data of the transmission group in the se-
lected transmission order (S1001-16), and ends the
processing.
[0069] FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating an example of
compression times and transmission times of data D1 to
D3 in a second compression system. Incidentally, sup-
pose that an example of the compression times and the
transmission times of the data D1 to D3 in the first com-
pression system is similar to that of FIG. 8 illustrated in
the first embodiment.
[0070] FIG. 13 is a diagram illustrating an example of
transmission completion times of respective transmis-
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sion orders in a second compression system. According
to FIG. 13, as an example, the transmission order of a
pattern 1 is order of the data D1, the data D2, and the
data D3. In addition, according to FIG. 13, the transmis-
sion completion time of the pattern 1 is 135 seconds,
which results from adding together a compression time
of 15 seconds of the data D1, a transmission time of 60
seconds of the data D1, a transmission time of 20 sec-
onds of the data D2, and a transmission time of 40 sec-
onds of the data D3. In the pattern 1, because of the short
compression time of each piece of data, the compression
of data is completed before completion of the transmis-
sion of previous data being transmitted. Therefore, in the
pattern 1, the transmission completion time is a time ob-
tained by adding the compression time of the data D1
compressed first to a sum of the transmission times of
the data D1, the data D2, and the data D3. Incidentally,
suppose that an example of the transmission completion
times of the respective transmission orders in the second
compression system is similar to that of FIG. 9 illustrated
in the first embodiment. In the following, suppose that in
the sequence of FIG. 10, the communicating device
100-1 performs the data compression and transmission
processing S100 based on FIG. 12 and FIG. 13.
[0071] Returning to the sequence of FIG. 10, the com-
municating device 100-1 calculates transmission com-
pletion times of patterns 1 to 6 in the first and second
compression systems in the data compression and trans-
mission processing S100 (S1001-13 in FIG. 11). The
communicating device 100 then selects the pattern 1
(which may be the pattern 2) in the second compression
system, the pattern 1 in the second compression system
corresponding to a shortest transmission completion
time (S1001-15 in FIG. 11).
[0072] The communicating device 100-1 uses the sec-
ond compression system, and performs compression
and transmission in order of the data D1, the data D2,
and the data D3, the order being the transmission order
of the pattern 1. The communicating device 100-1 starts
compression of the data D1 (S200). When the commu-
nicating device 100-1 completes the compression of the
data D115 seconds later (S201), the communicating de-
vice 100-1 starts transmission of the data D1 (S202). The
communicating device 100-1 then starts compression of
the data D2, which is second data in the transmission
order (S201).
[0073] When the communicating device 100-1 com-
pletes the compression of the data D2 30 seconds later
(S203), the communicating device 100-1 does not com-
plete the transmission of the data D1. The communicat-
ing device 100-1 therefore waits for completion of the
transmission of the data D1. In addition, the communi-
cating device 100-1 starts compression of the data D3,
which is third data to be transmitted (S203).
[0074] When the communicating device 100-1 com-
pletes the transmission of the data D1 60 seconds after
the start of the transmission of the data D1 (30 seconds
after the completion of the compression of the data D2)

(S204), the communicating device 100-1 starts transmis-
sion of the data D2 (S205). Then, the compression of the
data D3 is completed substantially at the same time as
the start of the transmission of the data D2 (S204) (S206).
[0075] When the communicating device 100-1 com-
pletes the transmission of the data D2 40 seconds later
(S207), the communicating device 100-1 starts transmis-
sion of the data D3 (S208).
[0076] Then, 20 seconds later, the communicating de-
vice 100-1 completes the transmission of the data D3,
which is the last data in the transmission order within the
transmission group (S209), and thereby completes data
transmission within the transmission group.
[0077] A transmission completion time from the start
of the compression of the data D1 (S200) to the comple-
tion of the transmission of the data D3 (S209) in the com-
municating device 100-1 is 135 seconds (= 15 seconds
+ 60 seconds + 40 seconds + 20 seconds).
[0078] In the second embodiment, the communicating
device 100 determines a compression system and trans-
mission order of data within a transmission group. The
communicating device 100 may thereby determine the
compression system and the transmission order corre-
sponding to a short transmission completion time, so that
usage efficiency of the communication line is improved.

[Third Embodiment]

[0079] A third embodiment will next be described. In
the third embodiment, when the communicating device
100-1 determines a compression system and transmis-
sion order, the communicating device 100-1 selects com-
pression systems in order according to order of priority,
and decides on a selected compression system when a
shortest transmission completion time in the selected
compression system is within a given range (time thresh-
old value).

<Data Transmission by Variable System>

[0080] Suppose that compression times and transmis-
sion times in the first compression system in the third
embodiment are similar to those of FIG. 8. In addition,
suppose that the transmission completion times of re-
spective transmission orders in the first compression sys-
tem in the third embodiment are similar to those of FIG.
9. Further, an example of a sequence of data transmis-
sion by a variable system in the third embodiment is sim-
ilar to that of FIG. 5. Thus, description will be made in
the following using the sequence of FIG. 5.
[0081] When a trigger for transmitting data occurs, the
communicating device 100-1 performs data compression
and transmission processing (S100). In the data com-
pression and transmission processing S100, the com-
municating device 100-1 assigns transmission target da-
ta to transmission groups (S100-1 in FIG. 6). Then, the
communicating device 100-1 selects a transmission
group (S100-2 in FIG. 6), and performs intra-transmis-
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sion-group data transmission processing (S1001).
[0082] FIG. 14 is a diagram illustrating an example of
a processing flowchart of intra-transmission-group data
transmission processing S1001 in the third embodiment.
The intra-transmission-group data transmission
processing S1001 in the third embodiment is processing
of determining transmission order and a compression
system of data within a transmission group in a case
where there are a plurality of compression systems. Fur-
ther, the intra-transmission-group data transmission
processing S1001 in the third embodiment is processing
that has an order of priority for the compression systems,
and determines a compression system according to the
order of priority when a transmission completion time is
within a given range.
[0083] The communicating device 100 selects the first
compression system (S1001-20). The first compression
system is a compression system given a highest priority.
The communicating device 100 then performs transmis-
sion order determination processing (S2001). The trans-
mission order determination processing S2001 is
processing that determines a transmission order when a
shortest transmission completion time of all of transmis-
sion orders in the selected compression system is within
a given range, and does not determine the transmission
order when the shortest transmission completion time of
all of the transmission orders in the selected compression
system is not within the given range. A detailed process-
ing flowchart of the transmission order determination
processing S2001 will be described later.
[0084] When the transmission order is determined
(Yes in S1001-21), the communicating device 100 com-
presses the data of the transmission group by the select-
ed compression system, transmits the data of the trans-
mission group in the determined transmission order
(S1001-26), and ends the processing.
[0085] When the transmission order is not determined
(No in S1001-21), on the other hand, the communicating
device 100 checks whether or not there is a compression
system not selected yet (S1001-22). When there is a
compression system not selected yet, the communicat-
ing device 100 selects a next compression system in the
order of priority, and performs the transmission order de-
termination processing S2001. The communicating de-
vice 100 repeats the transmission order determination
processing S2001 until the transmission order is deter-
mined (Yes in S1001-21) or until there is no longer a
compression system not selected yet (No in S1001-22).
[0086] When the transmission order is not determined
(No in S1001-21) and there is no compression system
not selected yet (No in S1001-22), the communicating
device 100 selects the first compression system
(S1001-24). The communicating device 100 selects the
first compression system given the highest priority when
the transmission order is not determined in any of the
compression systems.
[0087] The communicating device 100 then deter-
mines the transmission order corresponding to a shortest

transmission completion time among the transmission
orders of all patterns in the first compression system as
the transmission order of the data (S1001-25). Then, the
communicating device 100 compresses the data of the
transmission group by the selected compression system,
transmits the data of the transmission group in the de-
termined transmission order (S1001-26), and ends the
processing.
[0088] FIG. 15 is a diagram illustrating an example of
a processing flowchart of transmission order determina-
tion processing S2001. The communicating device 100
calculates a compression time of each piece of data in
the transmission group in the selected compression sys-
tem (S2001-1). The communicating device 100 calcu-
lates a transmission time of each piece of compressed
data (S2001-2). The communicating device 100 then cal-
culates transmission completion times for all the patterns
of the transmission orders (S2001-3).
[0089] The communicating device 100 selects the
transmission order corresponding to a shortest transmis-
sion completion time among the transmission orders of
all the patterns (S2001-4). The communicating device
100 then checks whether or not the transmission com-
pletion time of the selected transmission order is within
the given range (S2001-5).
[0090] The given range is, for example, a set time set
in advance. The communicating device 100, for example,
stores the set time in an internal memory or a storage
according to an operation of an administrator or a user
of the communicating device 100. The communicating
device 100 determines that the transmission completion
time of the selected transmission order is within the given
range when the transmission completion time is equal to
or less than the set time. Incidentally, the set time may,
for example, be fixed, or may be a time corresponding
to a data size (total size of the data of the transmission
group).
[0091] In addition, the given range may, for example,
be a time based on a sum of the transmission times of
the data of the transmission group. The communicating
device 100 may, for example, set, as the given range, a
numerical value obtained by multiplying the sum of the
transmission times of the data of the transmission group
by a given multiplying factor. By setting the numerical
value obtained by multiplying the sum of the transmission
times by the given multiplying factor (for example, a factor
of 1.1) as the given range, the communicating device 100
may perform transmission in the selected compression
system when a time during which data is not transmitted
(a time during which only compression is performed)
does not exceed a given proportion (for example, 10%)
of the sum of the transmission times.
[0092] In addition, the given range may, for example,
be a time based on a sum of the compression times of
the data of the transmission group. The communicating
device 100 may, for example, set, as the given range, a
numerical value obtained by multiplying the sum of the
compression times of the data of the transmission group
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by a given multiplying factor. By setting the numerical
value obtained by multiplying the sum of the compression
times by the given multiplying factor (for example, a factor
of 1.1) as the given range, the communicating device 100
may perform transmission in the selected compression
system when a time during which data is not compressed
(a time during which only data transmission is performed)
does not exceed a given proportion (for example, 10%)
of the sum of the compression times.
[0093] In addition, the given range may, for example,
be a time based on the sum of the compression times of
the data of the transmission group and the sum of the
transmission times of the data of the transmission group.
The communicating device 100 may, for example, set,
as the given range, a numerical value obtained by mul-
tiplying the larger of the sum of the compression times
and the sum of the transmission times by a given multi-
plying factor.
[0094] Further, the given range may, for example, be
a numerical value obtained by multiplying a longest trans-
mission completion time of the patterns of all the trans-
mission orders of the transmission group by a given mul-
tiplying factor. By setting the numerical value obtained
by multiplying the longest transmission completion time
by the given multiplying factor (for example, 0.9) as the
given range, the communicating device 100 may select
a transmission order corresponding to a transmission
completion time reduced from the longest transmission
completion time by a given proportion (10%). The com-
municating device 100 may determine the given range
so as to produce a time reducing effect equal to or more
than the given proportion by changing the transmission
order.
[0095] When the transmission completion time of the
selected transmission order is within the given range
(Yes in S2001-5), the communicating device 100 decides
on the selected transmission order (S2001-6), and ends
the processing. When the transmission completion time
of the selected transmission order is not within the given
range (No in S2001-5), on the other hand, the commu-
nicating device 100 decides that the transmission order
is not determined yet (S2001-7), and ends the process-
ing.
[0096] Returning to the sequence of FIG. 5, in the data
compression and transmission processing S100, the
communicating device 100-1 selects the first compres-
sion system (S1001-20 in FIG. 14), and performs the
transmission order determination processing S2001.
Then, in the transmission order determination processing
S2001, the communicating device 100 selects the pattern
2 whose transmission completion time is shortest (140
seconds) in the first compression system from FIG. 9
(S2001-4 in FIG. 15).
[0097] The communicating device 100 then checks
whether or not the transmission completion time (140
seconds) of the selected pattern 2 is within the given
range. The communicating device 100, for example, sets,
as the given range, a numerical value (144 seconds) ob-

tained by multiplying the longest transmission completion
time (160 seconds) of all of the transmission order pat-
terns of the transmission group by a given multiplying
factor (0.9). The communicating device 100 determines
that the transmission completion time (140 seconds) of
the selected pattern 2 is within the given range (144 sec-
onds) (Yes in S2001-5 in FIG. 15), and determines that
the selected pattern 2 is the transmission order (S2001-6
in FIG. 15).
[0098] Subsequent processing S101 to S110 is similar
to that of the first embodiment.
[0099] In the third embodiment, the communicating de-
vice 100 selects compression systems according to order
of priority, and compresses data by a selected compres-
sion system when a transmission completion time in the
selected compression system is within a given range.
Thus, in a case where there is a recommended (priori-
tized) compression system, for example, the communi-
cating device 100 may use the recommended compres-
sion system except when the transmission completion
time in the recommended compression system is longer
than the given range.

Claims

1. A computer-readable storage medium storing a data
transmitting program configured to cause a compu-
ter to perform a process comprising:

classifying transmission target files into trans-
mission groups;
calculating, for each of the transmission files, a
first compression time taken to compress the file
by a first compression system and a first trans-
mission time taken to transmit the file after being
compressed by the first compression system;
and
determining, for each of the transmission
groups, transmission order of files belonging to
the transmission group based on the first com-
pression time and the first transmission time.

2. The storage medium according to claim 1, wherein
in the determining,
determining a transmission order, in which a trans-
mission completion time from a start of compression
of a file to be transmitted first to completion of trans-
mission of a file transmitted last is shortest, as the
transmission order of the files belonging to the trans-
mission group.

3. The storage medium according to claim 1, wherein
in the determining,
when a transmission completion time from a start of
compression of a file to be transmitted first to com-
pletion of transmission of a file transmitted last in a
transmission order in which the transmission com-
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pletion time is shortest is within a time threshold val-
ue, determining that the transmission order is the
transmission order of the files belonging to the trans-
mission group.

4. The storage medium according to claim 3, wherein
the process further comprising:

calculating, when the transmission completion
time is more than the time threshold value, for
each of the transmission files, a second com-
pression time taken to compress the file by a
second compression system, different from the
first compression system, and a second trans-
mission time taken to transmit the file after being
compressed by the second compression sys-
tem; and
determining, when a transmission completion
time in a transmission order in which the trans-
mission completion time is shortest in the sec-
ond compression system is within the time
threshold value, that a compression system is
the second compression system, and that the
transmission order is the transmission order of
the files belonging to the transmission group.

5. The storage medium according to claim 4, wherein
in the determining,
when a transmission completion time in a transmis-
sion order in which the transmission completion time
is shortest in all of selectable compression systems
is more than the time threshold value, determining
that the compression system is the first compression
system, and determining that the transmission order
in which the transmission completion time is shortest
in the first compression system is the transmission
order of the files belonging to the transmission group.

6. The storage medium according to claim 1, wherein
the process further comprising:

calculating a second compression time taken to
compress the file by a second compression sys-
tem other than the first compression system and
a second transmission time taken to transmit the
file after being compressed by the second com-
pression system; and
determining the transmission order of the files
belonging to the transmission group based on
the first compression time, the first transmission
time, the second compression time, and the sec-
ond transmission time.

7. The storage medium according to claim 6, wherein
in the determining,
a compression system and a transmission order in
which a transmission completion time from a start of
compression of a file transmitted first to completion

of transmission of a file transmitted last is shortest
are determined as a compression system and the
transmission order of the files belonging to the trans-
mission group.

8. The storage medium according to claim 1, wherein
in the classifying,
the transmission target files are classified into the
transmission groups according to data sizes of the
respective transmission target files.

9. The storage medium according to claim 8, wherein
in the classifying,
the transmission target files having data sizes within
a given size range into are classified into a same
transmission group.

10. The storage medium according to claim 8, wherein
in the classifying,
the transmission target files are classified into the
transmission groups such that sums of data sizes of
files belonging to transmission groups, respectively,
are identical or approximate to each other.

11. The storage medium according to claim 1, wherein
the transmission target files include data for backup.

12. A data transmitting device comprising:

a classifying unit configured to classify each of
transmission target files into transmission
groups;
a calculating unit configured to calculate, for
each of the transmission files, a first compres-
sion time taken to compress the file by a first
compression system and a first transmission
time taken to transmit the file after being com-
pressed by the first compression system; and
a determining unit configured to determine, for
each of the transmission groups, transmission
order of files belonging to the transmission group
based on the first compression time and the first
transmission time.

13. A data transmission method performed by a compu-
ter comprising:

classifying transmission target files into trans-
mission groups;
calculating, for each of the transmission files, a
first compression time taken to compress the file
by a first compression system and a first trans-
mission time taken to transmit the file after being
compressed by the first compression system;
and
determining, for each of the transmission
groups, transmission order of files belonging to
the transmission group based on the first com-
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pression time and the first transmission time.
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