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(54) METAL SPACER AND HOLDER

(57) A cutting insert 10 comprising a cutting tip 14
and a base insert 12 on which the cutting tip 14 is mount-
ed, the cutting insert 10 being provided with a passage
PA which is formed along a boundary surface between
the cutting tip 14 and the base insert 12 so as to extend
from a boundary part, in an upper surface of the cutting
insert 10, between the cutting tip 14 and the base insert
12 to another boundary part, in a lower surface of the
cutting insert 10, between the cutting tip 14 and the base
insert 12.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a cutting insert,
a metal spacer and a holder.

Background Art

[0002] Patent Document 1 discloses an ultrahigh-pres-
sure sintered body tool wherein: an ultrahigh-pressure
sintered body 4, consisting of a cBN sintered body or a
diamond sintered body, is provided at a corner part of a
cemented carbide material; the ultrahigh-pressure sin-
tered body 4 is provided with a cutting edge 5; an oil
supply hole 6 is provided which has an ejection port 6b
opened in a flank 8 located immediately below the edge
corner part of the tool; and an inclination angle of the
ejection port 6b with respect to the flank 8 is set at from
20° or more to 70° or less, whereby the extension of the
life of the tool and an improvement in machined-surface
quality are achieved.
[0003] Patent Document 2 discloses a cutting machin-
ing apparatus comprising: work rotating means 16 for
rotating a cylindrical work 21 around a cylindrical axis;
and cutting means 22 for cutting the rotating work 21
through contact therewith, wherein cutting means 49
comprises spraying means 47 for ejecting a spray medi-
um M to a machined part 25 of the work 21, whereby the
machined part of the work is cooled efficiently so that the
life of the cutting means is extended and whereby the
removal of chips, etc. can be performed efficiently.
[0004] Patent Document 3 discloses a throwaway turn-
ing tool wherein: a sheet member 22 provided on an insert
seat 20 formed at a leading end part of a tool body 14 is
structured so as to have, in an upper surface part thereof,
a groove part 26 and to be provided with notch parts 28,
30 in the groove part 26; and the tool body 14 is provided
with a passage which communicates with a coolant sup-
ply part and the notch part 28, as a result of which a
throwaway tip is cooled effectively, thereby leading to
improvements in edge life and machining accuracy.

Citation List

Patent Documents

[0005]

Patent Document 1: JP2013-049106 A

Patent Document 2: JP2001-287103 A

Patent Document 3: JPH06-254704 A

Summary

Technical Problem

[0006] However, no means for sufficiently cooling a
cutting tip serving as a sintered body portion which con-
stitutes a cutting edge has been provided so far. When
a cutting tip is at a high temperature, this will cause, for
example, the problems of deterioration in machining ac-
curacy and of the wear of the cutting tip being likely to
progress.
[0007] In view of the above, an object of the present
invention is to provide a cutting insert, a metal spacer
and a holder with which a cutting tip is cooled effectively
so as to achieve an extended tool life.

Solution to Problem

[0008] A cutting insert according to an aspect of the
present invention comprises: a base insert comprising a
first upper surface, a first lower surface and a first side
surface connecting the first upper surface and the first
lower surface; and a cutting tip comprising a second up-
per surface, a second lower surface and a second side
surface connecting the second upper surface and the
second lower surface. The first side surface comprises:
a first mounting surface opposing the second side sur-
face; and a first peripheral side surface connected to the
first upper surface, the first lower surface and the first
mounting surface, and the second side surface compris-
es: a second mounting surface opposing the first mount-
ing surface; and a second peripheral side surface which
is connected to the second upper surface, the second
lower surface and the second mounting surface and in
which at least an edge connected to the second upper
surface is provided with a first cutting edge. Further, the
first mounting surface comprises: a first securing surface
secured to the second mounting surface; and a first pas-
sage surface separate from and opposing the second
mounting surface, and the first passage surface, and, in
the second mounting surface, a second passage surface
opposing the first passage surface, form a passage which
communicates with the second upper surface and the
second lower surface and is intended to allow coolant for
cooling the cutting tip to pass therethrough.
[0009] A metal spacer according to another aspect of
the present invention is arranged between a holder for
holding the above-described cutting insert and the cutting
insert. The metal spacer comprises: a first through hole
provided so as to fix the cutting insert to the holder with
the use of a screw; and a coolant passage provided so
as to guide the coolant into the passage.
[0010] A holder according to a further aspect of the
present invention is intended to hold the above-described
cutting insert via a metal spacer. The holder comprises:
fixation means for fixing the cutting insert; and a hole part
for guiding the coolant.
[0011] A cutting insert according to a further aspect of
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the present invention is a cutting insert comprising a cut-
ting tip and a base insert on which the cutting tip is mount-
ed, the cutting insert being provided with a passage which
is formed along a boundary surface between the cutting
tip and the base insert so as to extend from a boundary
part, in an upper surface of the cutting insert, between
the cutting tip and the base insert to another boundary
part, in a lower surface of the cutting insert, between the
cutting tip and the base insert.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0012]

Figs. 1A and 1B are perspective and plan views of
a cutting insert 10.

Figs. 2A and 2B are a cross-sectional view and an
enlarged plan view of the cutting insert 10.

Figs. 3A and 3B are views illustrating the flow of cool-
ant C of an comparative example and the cutting
insert 10, respectively.

Figs. 4A to 4C are a perspective views of a base
insert 12, a cutting tip 14, and the base insert 12 to
which the cutting tip is attached, respectively.

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a holder 16.

Fig. 6 is a view illustrating a state in which the cutting
insert 10 is mounted on the holder 16.

Fig. 7 is a perspective view of a cutting insert 24.

Figs. 8A and 8B are a perspective views of a cutting
tip 28 and a base insert 26, respectively.

Fig. 9 is a perspective view of a metal spacer 30.

Description of Embodiments

[First Embodiment]

[0013] An embodiment of the present invention will
hereinafter be described with reference to the drawings.
It should be noted that the same elements are denoted
by the same symbols and will not be further explained.
Further, the embodiment set forth below is illustrative in
order to describe the present invention and is not intend-
ed to limit the present invention to such embodiment.
Moreover, various modifications may be made to the
present invention without departing from the gist of the
invention.
[0014] Fig. 1(a) is a perspective view of a cutting insert
10, and Fig. 1(b) is a plan view seen from a direction
facing an upper surface of the cutting insert 10. The cut-
ting insert 10 has a rhombic shape, in a plan view, with

apex angles of 80° and 100°, an inscribed circle diameter
of 13 mm, a thickness of 5 mm and a corner radius of
0.8 mm.
[0015] The cutting insert 10 comprises a base insert
12 and cutting tips 14 and 14’ which are fixed to two
opposing apexes of the base insert 12 by means of braz-
ing or the like.
[0016] The base insert 12 consists of a cemented car-
bide and includes an upper surface 12a (a first upper
surface), a lower surface 12b (a first lower surface) and
a side surface (a first side surface) connecting the upper
surface 12a and the lower surface 12b. The side surface
is constituted by: a mounting surface 12c (a first mounting
surface) for mounting the cutting tip 14; and a peripheral
side surface 12d (a first peripheral side surface) which
is connected to the upper surface 12a, the lower surface
12b and the mounting surface 12c and is exposed out-
ward. Further, the base insert 12 is provided with a
through hole 12e which penetrates the upper surface 12a
and the lower surface 12b in a substantially perpendicular
manner.
[0017] The cutting tips 14 and 14’ are mounted at the
opposing apexes of the base insert 12. The cutting tips
14 and 14’ are comprised of a cubic boron nitride sintered
body (hereinafter referred to as a "cBN sintered body").
For instance, a heat resistant hard coating with a thick-
ness of 5 mm may be formed on a surface of the cBN
sintered body.
[0018] The cutting tip 14 includes an upper surface 14a
(a second upper surface), a lower surface 14b (a second
lower surface) and a side surface (a second side surface)
connecting the upper surface 14a and the lower surface
14b. The side surface is constituted by: a mounting sur-
face 14c (a second mounting surface) opposing the
mounting surface 12c of the base insert 12; and a pe-
ripheral side surface 14d (a second peripheral side sur-
face) which is connected to the upper surface 14a, the
lower surface 14b and the mounting surface 14c and is
exposed outward. Further, provided at an edge 14e (an
edge), which is formed by the upper surface 14a and the
peripheral side surface 14d intersecting with each other,
or which connects the upper surface 14a and the periph-
eral side surface 14d, are: two cutting edges 14g and
14g’ (first cutting edges) which sandwich a corner part
14f; and a corner cutting edge which connects such cut-
ting edges. The cutting tip 14’ has the same structure as
the cutting tip 14.
[0019] As shown in Fig. 1(b), the base insert 12 and
the cutting tip 14 are, in a plan view seen from a direction
facing the upper surfaces 12a and 14a, provided so as
to be in line symmetry with respect to a line L1 (a line)
passing through the corner part 14f located on the edge
14e.
[0020] The upper surface 14a and the lower surface
14b have the same configuration, and the base insert 12
and the cutting edge 14 are provided so as to be in plane
symmetry with respect to a reference plane located in
the middle between a plane including the upper surface

3 4 



EP 3 722 030 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

12a (and the upper surface 12b) and a plane including
the lower surface 12b (and the lower surface 14b). There-
fore, the cutting insert 10 can achieve machining with the
use of each of the following edges: the two cutting edges
14g (a forward direction) and 14g’ (a backward direction)
provided at the edge between the upper surface 14a and
the peripheral side surface 14d; two cutting edges pro-
vided at an edge between the lower surface 14b and the
peripheral side surface 14d; and four cutting edges pro-
vided similarly in the cutting tip 14’. In addition, the lower
surface 12b and the lower surface 14b are provided with
the same configurations as those of the elements of the
upper surface 12a and the upper surface 14a.
[0021] Fig. 2(a) is a cross-sectional view of the cutting
insert 10, the view being taken along a cross-section
which includes the line L1 and is perpendicular to the
upper surface 12a, the upper surface 14a, the lower sur-
face 12b and the lower surface 14b.
[0022] As shown in Fig. 2(a), at a boundary between
the cutting tip 14 and the base insert 12, a passage PA
is formed which is constituted by passage parts PA1
through PA3.
[0023] When performing machining with the use of the
cutting edge 14g or 14g’ provided in the upper surface
14a of the cutting tip 14, coolant C flows through the
passage PA from the lower surface side to the upper
surface side and absorbs heat generated in the cutting
tip 14, thereby leading to the facilitation of heat exhaust.
Meanwhile, when performing machining either of the cut-
ting edges provided in the lower surface 14b of the cutting
tip 14, the flow direction of the coolant C is opposite to
the above-mentioned direction.
[0024] Herein, the passage PA is constituted by: the
passage part PA3 which starts at a boundary between
the lower surface 12b and the lower surface 14b and
travels in a direction away from the cutting tip 14 or the
peripheral side surface 14d; the passage part PA2 which
is connected to the passage part PA3 and travels in a
substantially perpendicular manner toward the upper
surface 12a and the upper surface 14a; and the passage
part PA1 which is connected to the passage part PA2
and travels in a direction toward the cutting tip 14 or the
peripheral side surface 14d so as to be connected to a
boundary between the upper surface 12a and the upper
surface 14a.
[0025] Fig. 2(b) is a plan view illustrating a state in
which the coolant C flows out of the passage part PA1.
[0026] As shown in Fig. 2(b), in a plan view seen from
the direction facing the upper surfaces 12a and 14a, the
upper surfaces 12a and 14a are formed so as to be in
line symmetry with respect to the line L1 passing through
the edge 14e. Further, a line B1, which serves as a bound-
ary line between the upper surface 12a and the upper
surface 14a, or which serves as an edge between the
upper surface 12a and the mounting surface 12c, is a
line which is in line symmetry with respect to the line L1
and is a wavy line segment.
[0027] As to the boundary line B1, two ends connected

to the peripheral surface are defined as points P2 and
P2’ (end points), and a point which is located as the mid-
dle point between the point P2 and the point P2’ and
where the boundary line B1 and the line L1 intersect with
each other is defined as a point P1 (an intersection). At
this time, a distance, in the line L1 direction, between
each point on the boundary line B1 and the corner part
14f (an intersection between the line L1 and the edge
14e), has the relationship set forth below.
[0028] First, the distance, in the line L1 direction, be-
tween each point on the boundary line B1 and the corner
part 14f, is constant within a predetermined distance from
the middle point P1. That is, this line segment is perpen-
dicular to the line L1. Then, the distance, in the line L1
direction, between each point on the boundary line B1
and the corner part 14f becomes longer, as such point
moves away from the middle point P1, and such distance
is at a maximum at a point P3 (a point P3’). Further, the
distance, in the line L1 direction, between each point on
the boundary line B1 and the corner part 14f becomes
shorter, as such point moves away from the point P3 (the
point P3’) and becomes closer to the end point P2 (the
end point P2’).
[0029] Similarly, a passage P’, which has the same
structure as the passage PA, is formed at a boundary
between the cutting tip 14’ and the base insert 12. When
performing machining with the cutting tip 14’, the coolant
C flows through the passage P’ and absorbs heat gen-
erated in the cutting tip 14’, thereby leading to the facili-
tation of heat exhaust.
[0030] Fig. 3(a) shows a cooling method with the cool-
ant C which is employed when a work is machined by a
cutting insert I serving as a comparative example. Fig.
3(b) shows a cooling method with the coolant C which is
employed when a work is machined by the cutting insert
10 according to the present embodiment.
[0031] In a comparative example, the coolant C is
ejected from only the outside of the cutting insert I. There-
fore, in the first place, the amount of the coolant C which
heads toward the area around the cutting edge is small,
and most of such amount of the coolant C bounces off
chips W from the work, and thus, the area around the
cutting edge cannot be cooled efficiently. Further, con-
straints are placed on the mounting position and the ori-
entation of a nozzle for ejecting the coolant C, thereby
leading to a problem in that it is difficult to adjust the
nozzle in order to achieve the appropriate position and
angle.
[0032] Meanwhile, in the present embodiment, when
the coolant C passes through the cutting insert 10, the
cutting tip 14 can be cooled directly. Further, due to a
small amount of the chips W which obstruct the coolant
C, the coolant C can be ejected efficiently toward the
area close to a machining surface of the cutting tip 14,
thereby leading to the facilitation of cooling. Moreover,
the coolant C collides with the back side of each of the
chips W, and thus, the chips W can be forcedly separated
from a rake surface, thereby leading to the suppression
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of crater wear. Furthermore, it is expected that, when the
coolant C collides with the chips W, the chips W will be
deformed, thereby leading to an improvement in chip
control.
[0033] In particular, because the passage part PA1 on
the outlet side of the coolant C travels in the direction
toward the cutting tip 14 so as to be connected to a bound-
ary part between the upper surface 14a and the upper
surface 12a, the coolant C can be ejected closer to the
surface to be machined.
[0034] The passage part PA3 on the inlet side of the
coolant C starts from a boundary part between the lower
surface 14b and the lower surface 12b and travels in the
direction away from the cutting tip 14, and thus, when
any cutting edge on the lower surface 12b side is used
for machining, the coolant C can be ejected toward a
position near the cutting location. Therefore, the cooling
of the cutting tip 14 is facilitated, whereby the extension
of the life of the cutting insert 10 can be achieved. How-
ever, at the same time as when, as shown in Fig. 3(b),
the coolant C is ejected from the inside of the cutting
insert 10, the coolant C may be ejected additionally from
the outside of the cutting insert 10, as shown in Fig. 3(a).
[0035] Fig. 4(a) is a perspective view of a base insert
12 before the cutting tip 14 is mounted thereon and inte-
grated therewith. Fig. 4(b) is a perspective view of the
same cutting tip 14. Fig. 4(c) is a perspective view when
the two elements are fixed to each other.
[0036] As shown in Fig. 4(a), the mounting surface 12c
on which the cutting tip 14 is mounted comprises: a se-
curing surface 12h (a first securing surface) fixed to the
cutting tip 14 via brazing or the like; and a passage sur-
face 12f (a first passage surface) separate from and op-
posing the mounting surface 14c of the cutting tip 14.
[0037] Further, as shown in Fig. 4(b), the mounting sur-
face 14c of the cutting tip 14 comprises: a securing sur-
face 14c’ fixed to the securing surface 12h of the base
insert 12; and a passage surface 14c" (a second passage
surface) separate from and opposing the passage sur-
face 12f and thereby forms part of an inner surface of the
passage PA.
[0038] The securing surface 12h of the base insert 12
is a surface which passes through the line segment B1
shown in the plan view of Fig. 2(b) (the line segment
passing through the middle point P1, the end points P2
and P2’ and the points P3 and P3’) and is perpendicular
to the upper surface 12a and the lower surface 12b. Fur-
ther, the passage surface 12f comprises, at a center part
of the securing surface 12h, a surface dented inward,
i.e., in the direction away from the cutting tip 14.
[0039] Meanwhile, as shown in Fig. 4(b), the upper sur-
face 14a of the cutting tip 14 comprises: a rake surface
14h; and a guiding surface 14i which is connected to the
rake surface 14 and is dented in the direction of the lower
surface 14b and connected to the passage PA. The rake
surface 14h is not necessarily a flat surface, and may be
flat so as to be capable of functioning as a rake surface
or may be provided with a chip breaker. The securing

surface 14c’ and the passage surface 14c" are included
in a plane perpendicular to the reference plane.
[0040] As shown in Fig. 4(c), when the cutting tip 14 is
mounted on the base insert 12, each of the upper surface
14a and the lower surface 14b is provided with the guiding
surface 14i such that either an upper end of the passage
surface 12f or a lower end thereof is exposed, whereby
an opening OP which communicates with the passage
PA can be formed in each of the upper surface 14a and
the lower surface 14b.
[0041] Herein, the angle of the passage surface 12f
relative to the securing surface 12h and the angle of the
guiding surface 14i are adjusted, whereby the ejection
angle and ejection position of the coolant C can be ad-
justed. For example, in an inner surface of the passage
surface 12f, a downward surface which forms the pas-
sage part PA1 and an upward surface which forms the
passage part PA3 (an upward surface and a downward
surface) may each be provided so as to form an angle
close to 90° with respect to the passage part PA2, where-
by the ejection angle of the coolant C can be made close
to parallel to the rake surface.
[0042] Serration connection is established between
the cutting tip 14 and the base insert 12 at the surface
where they are fixed to each other. Therefore, the adhe-
sion (dynamic adhesion) can be enhanced by increasing
the area of such securing surface. Further, securing can
be maintained with respect to an external force in a lateral
direction (a direction perpendicular to the line L1).
[0043] As described above, according to the present
embodiment, the passage PA is provided which is formed
along a boundary surface between the cutting tip 14 and
the base insert 12 so as to extend from the boundary
part, in the upper surface of the cutting insert 10, between
the cutting tip 14 and the base insert 12 to the boundary
part, in the lower surface of the cutting insert 10, between
the cutting tip 14 and the base insert 12. From the above,
while the entire respective opposing surfaces of a base
insert and a cutting tip are originally desired to be fixed
to each other in order to ensure a sufficient adhesion
force (dynamic adhesion), the present embodiment is in-
tentionally configured such that parts of the above re-
spective surfaces form the passage for the coolant C.
Therefore, heat exhaust of the cutting tip can be facilitat-
ed also at the boundary between the base insert and the
cutting tip.
[0044] Further, as described above, an increased
amount of the coolant C can be ejected to the area around
the machining part, and thus, the cooling of the cutting
tip 14 can be facilitated. Moreover, the coolant C is eject-
ed to the back side of each chip, whereby the discharging
of chips can also be facilitated.
[0045] However, the embodiment described above is
intended to facilitate the understanding of the present
invention, and is not intended to allow for the present
invention to be interpreted in a limited manner. For in-
stance, such embodiment can be used for a cutting insert
comprising cutting tips comprised of something other
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than a cBN sintered body (for example, a diamond sin-
tered body). Further, the technical idea indicated in the
present embodiment is applicable to cutting tools other
than turning tools. Such technical idea is also applicable
to a negative or positive-type cutting tip having, in a plan
view, a triangular shape, a hexagonal shape, any other
polygonal shape, a round shape or the like. Moreover,
the base insert 12 and the cutting tip 14 may be provided
so as to be in rotational symmetry with respect to the
through hole 12e or may be provided so as to be in axial
symmetry with respect to a line perpendicular to the axis
of the through hole 12e (that is, the upper surface 12a
and the lower surface 12b can be used in a reverse state).
Furthermore, the edge 14e (the edge) connecting the
upper surface 14a and the peripheral side surface 14d
may include a honed region.
[0046] The passage PA is not limited to being consti-
tuted by a single passage but may be constituted by mul-
tiple passages. The passage PA may be configured so
as to branch out, at some middle point thereof, into mul-
tiple passages. Further, the base insert and the cutting
tip may not necessarily be flush with each other. Depend-
ing on the use, a configuration may be employed in which
the upper surface 14a of the cutting tip protrudes with
respect to the upper surface 12a of the base insert.
[0047] The elements of the embodiment as well as the
arrangements, materials, conditions, shapes, sizes, etc.
thereof are not limited to those illustrated and may be
changed as appropriate.
[0048] In addition, it is possible to employ a cutting in-
sert which does not comprise part of the configuration of
the present embodiment or any of the other embodi-
ments; alternatively, it is possible to replace part of the
configuration of an embodiment with part of the configu-
ration of another embodiment or to incorporate part of
the configuration of an embodiment into the configuration
of another embodiment.

[Configurations of Holder and Metal Spacer]

[0049] Description will be made below regarding the
configuration of a holder 16 (a tool body) for holding the
cutting insert 10 according to the above embodiment and
the configuration of a metal spacer 18.
[0050] As shown in Fig. 5, the holder 16 comprises: a
rod-shaped shank part 16S which is comprised of chrome
molybdenum steel and has a quadrangular shape in its
cross-section; and an insert seat 16C provided in a re-
cessed manner at a leading-end side corner part of the
holder 16.
[0051] The insert seat 16C has, in a plan view, the
same substantially rhombic shape as the cutting insert
10. The insert seat 16C comprises an upward seating
surface 16D and two wall surfaces 16E which stand up
with respect to the seating surface 16D and are substan-
tially perpendicular to the seating surface 16D.
[0052] The seating surface 16D is provided with a
screw hole (not shown) for fixing the metal spacer 18

(which may be referred to, for example, as a shim) to be
placed on the seating surface, and the metal spacer 18
can be fixed to the seating surface 16D through a screw.
[0053] The holder 16 is provided with a screw hole 16F
for a clamp screw 22 for fixing, with a presser bar 20, the
cutting insert 10 to be placed on the metal spacer 18.
The holder 16 is further provided with, in one of the wall
surfaces 16E, a supply port 16G for supplying the coolant
C to the cutting insert 10 via a groove part 18A (a coolant
passage) formed in the metal spacer 18.
[0054] The metal spacer 18 has the same rhombic
shape as the cutting insert 10 in a plan view, and the
metal spacer 18 is designed such that two side surfaces
thereof adhere to the two wall surfaces 16E of the insert
seat 16C when the metal spacer 18 is fixed and that, in
a plan view, the other two side surfaces thereof slightly
protrude from end surfaces of the holder 16. Further, in
order to supply the coolant C, the metal spacer 18 is
provided with the groove part 18A which has one end
communicating with the supply port 16G provided in the
holder 16 and another end, when the cutting insert 10 is
mounted, communicating with the passage part PA3 of
the cutting insert 10. Moreover, the metal spacer 18 is
provided with, at a center part thereof, a through hole
18B for allowing a screw to pass therethrough, such
screw being screwed into a screw hole 18C formed in
the seating surface 16D. An opening of the through hole
18B is provided in a tapered shape such that the head
of a screw stops.
[0055] Fig. 6 is a perspective view showing a state in
which the presser bar 20 fixes the metal spacer 18 and
the cutting insert 10 mounted on the metal spacer 18.
[0056] As shown in Fig. 6, the upper surface 12a of the
base insert 12 of the cutting insert 10 is fixed to the seating
surface 16D of the holder 16 via the metal spacer 18 by
means of the presser bar 20 fixed, with the clamp screw
22, to the holder 16. At this time, the two wall surfaces
of the metal spacer 18 and two surfaces included in the
peripheral side surface 12d of the base insert 12 are fixed,
through contact, to the two wall surfaces 16E.
[0057] The coolant C is supplied from a lower part of
the holder 16. The lower part of the holder 16 is provided
with a hole 16H which communicates with the supply port
16G. The coolant C which has passed through the holder
16 via the hole 16H is supplied from the supply port 16G
through the groove part 18A of the metal spacer 18 to
the passage PA of the cutting insert 10.
[0058] With the use of the holder 16 and metal spacer
18 described above, it is possible to cool the cutting tip
effectively and thereby achieve the extension of tool life.

[Variations]

[0059] Description will be made below regarding vari-
ations of the cutting insert 10 according to the first em-
bodiment. It should be noted that, with regard to the parts
of the same structures or functions as those of the first
embodiment, description thereof is omitted or simplified
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here.
[0060] Fig. 7 is a perspective view of a cutting insert
24 according to the variation. The cutting insert 24 is dif-
ferent from the cutting insert 10 according to the first em-
bodiment with respect to the point of comprising a base
insert 26 and a cutting tip 28.
[0061] The base insert 26 comprises: an upper surface
26a; a lower surface 26b; a mounting surface 26c on
which the cutting tip 28 is mounted; and a peripheral side
surface 26d connected to the upper surface 26a, the low-
er surface 26b and the mounting surface 26c.
[0062] As shown in Fig. 7, the peripheral side surface
26d of the base insert 26 is provided with, in an interme-
diate part between the upper surface 26a and the lower
surface 26b, an inclined surface facing toward the upper
surface 26a and an inclined surface facing toward the
lower surface 26b as well as a side surface part 26d’
connected to such inclined surfaces so as to extend over
two continuous sides of a rhombic shape. Similarly, the
peripheral side surface 26d of the base insert 26 is pro-
vided with an inclined surface facing toward the upper
surface 26a and an inclined surface facing toward the
lower surface 26b, as well as a side surface part
26d" connected to such inclined surfaces so as to extend
over the other two sides of the rhombic shape.
[0063] The side surface parts 26’ and 26d" are provid-
ed as described above. Thus, in order to mold the cutting
insert 10, when performing, in a die, pressing with an
upper-surface side punch of a cutting insert and a lower-
surface side punch thereof, leading end parts in the outer
peripheries of the two punches are made flat in order to
mold the side surface parts 26’ and 26d". Therefore, com-
pared with the case where leading ends of two punches
are made sharp without providing the side surface parts
26’ and 26d", punches, being used as components of a
mold, can be made resistant to chipping. Further, the
inclined surface facing toward the upper surface 26a
presses the cutting insert 10, whereby the lifting of the
cutting insert 10 during machining can be suppressed
effectively. Moreover, the base insert 26 can be de-
creased in thickness, whereby the manufacturing cost
can be reduced.
[0064] Fig. 8(a) is a perspective view of the cutting tip
28 according to the variation. Fig. 8(b) shows a state in
which the cutting tip 28 is mounted on the base insert 26.
[0065] As shown in Fig. 8(a), the cutting tip 28 differs
from the cutting tip 14 in terms of the shape of a guiding
surface 28i leading to a flat part 28h. More specifically,
a surface of the guiding surface 28i is provided with ir-
regularities in a direction perpendicular to the flow direc-
tion of the coolant C. Such irregularities can be formed
through, by way of example, laser machining.
[0066] The formation of such irregularities on the sur-
face can increase the contact area between the coolant
C and the cutting tip 28, whereby the cooling of the cutting
tip 28 can be facilitated more effectively.
[0067] Fig. 9 shows a metal spacer 30 according to the
variation. The metal spacer 30 differs from the metal

spacer 18 with respect to the point of comprising a
through hole 30A for supplying the coolant C rather than
the groove part 18A. More specifically, the metal spacer
30 is provided with: a through hole 30B (a first through
hole) for allowing a screw to pass therethrough, such
screw being provided at a center part of the metal spacer
30 and intended to fix the metal spacer 30 to a holder;
and the through hole 30A for supplying the coolant C to
the passage PA of the cutting insert 10 (or the cutting
insert 24). The through hole 30A is formed such that,
when the cutting insert 10 is placed, the through hole 30A
is shifted from the position of the passage part PA3 of
the cutting insert 10. Therefore, the coolant C supplied
from a lower surface of the metal spacer 30 is decelerated
through collision with the lower surface 12b of the base
insert 12 and is then supplied to the cutting insert 10 via
a liquid reservoir 30C. The above configuration allows
air bubbles, etc. to be less likely to stay in the passage
of the cutting insert 10, whereby cooling is less likely to
be inhibited. Further, even a cutting insert in which the
openings of a passage are formed at locations different
from those of the cutting insert 10 can communicate with
the through hole 30A via the liquid reservoir 30C, and
thus, the metal spacer 30 is applicable to various cutting
inserts which are each provided with a coolant passage
at a location different from that involved in the cutting
insert 10.
[0068] As described above, the cutting insert accord-
ing to the above embodiment and the relevant metal
spacer and holder allow a cutting tip to be cooled effec-
tively, thereby leading to the extension of tool life.
[0069] It should be noted that no limitations are placed
on the method for fixing the cutting insert 10 through a
holder, and various types of means may be employed
for such fixation. An example of such fixation method is
one involving the use of a presser piece, and further, the
fixation of the cutting insert 10 can be performed through
screwing, a lever, a wedge, an eccentric pin or the like.

Reference Signs List

[0070] 10: Cutting insert, 12: Base insert, 12a: First
upper surface, 12b: First lower surface, 12c: First mount-
ing surface, 12d: First peripheral side surface, 12e:
Through hole, 12f: First passage surface, 12h: First se-
curing surface, 14: Cutting tip, 14a: Second upper sur-
face, 14b: Second lower surface, 14c: Second mounting
surface, 14c’: Second securing surface, 14c": Second
passage surface, 14d: Second peripheral side surface,
14e: Edge, 14f: Corner part, 14g: Cutting edge, 14g’: Cut-
ting edge, 14h: Rake surface, 14i: Guiding surface, 16:
Holder, 16C: Insert seat, 16D: Seating surface, 16E: Wall
surface, 16F: Screw hole, 16H: Hole, 16G: Supply port,
16S: Shank part, 18: Metal spacer, 18A: Groove part,
18B: Through hole, 18C: Screw hole, 20: Presser bar,
22: Clamp screw, H: Holder, PA: Passage, PA1: Passage
part, PA2: Passage part, PA3: Passage part, P1: Inter-
section, P2: End point, P2’: End point, S: Metal spacer
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[0071] The following aspects are preferred embodi-
ments of the invention:

1. A cutting insert comprising:

a base insert comprising a first upper surface, a
first lower surface and a first side surface con-
necting the first upper surface and the first lower
surface; and
a cutting tip comprising a second upper surface,
a second lower surface and a second side sur-
face connecting the second upper surface and
the second lower surface, wherein:

the first side surface comprises:
a first mounting surface opposing the sec-
ond side surface; and
a first peripheral side surface connected to
the first upper surface, the first lower surface
and the first mounting surface;
the second side surface comprises:

a second mounting surface opposing
the first mounting surface; and
a second peripheral side surface which
is connected to the second upper sur-
face, the second lower surface and the
second mounting surface and in which
at least an edge connected to the sec-
ond upper surface is provided with a
first cutting edge;

the first mounting surface comprises:

a first securing surface secured to the
second mounting surface; and
a first passage surface separate from
and opposing the second mounting sur-
face; and

the first passage surface, and, in the second
mounting surface, a second passage sur-
face opposing the first passage surface,
form a passage which communicates with
the second upper surface and the second
lower surface and is intended to allow cool-
ant for cooling the cutting tip to pass there-
through.

2. The cutting insert according to aspect 1, wherein
the second surface is, in a plan view seen from a
direction facing the second upper surface, in line
symmetry with respect to a line passing through the
edge.

3. The cutting insert according to aspect 1 or 2,
wherein, a boundary line, being a boundary between
the first upper surface and the first mounting surface,

includes, in a plan view seen from a direction facing
the first upper surface, a point which has a maximum
distance, in a direction of the line, with respect to an
intersection between the line and the second periph-
eral side surface, such point being respectively lo-
cated between an intersection between the bound-
ary line and the line, and each of two end points of
the boundary line.

4. The cutting insert according to aspect 1, 2 or 3,
wherein a second edge connecting the second pe-
ripheral side surface and the second lower surface
is provided with a second cutting edge.

5. The cutting insert according to aspect 4, wherein
the second lower surface is, in a plan view seen from
a direction facing the second lower surface, in line
symmetry with respect to a second line passing
through the second edge.

6. The cutting insert according to aspect 5, wherein,
a second boundary line, being a boundary between
the first lower surface and the first mounting surface,
includes, as seen from a direction facing the first low-
er surface, a point which has a maximum distance,
in a direction of the second line, with respect to an
intersection between the second line and the second
peripheral side surface, such point being respective-
ly located between a second intersection, being an
intersection between the second boundary line and
the second line, and each of two end points of the
second boundary line.

7. The cutting insert according to anyone of aspects
1 to 6, wherein the first securing surface is included
in a plane perpendicular to the first upper surface or
the first lower surface.

8. The cutting insert according to aspect 7, wherein
the first passage surface comprises a surface re-
cessed with respect to the first securing surface in a
direction away from the cutting tip.

9. The cutting insert according to anyone of aspects
1 to 8, wherein the passage comprises, in a plan
view seen from a direction facing the first upper sur-
face:

a first passage part which starts from a boundary
between the first upper surface and the second
upper surface and travels in a direction away
from the cutting tip;
a second passage part which is connected to
the first passage part and travels in a direction
of the first lower surface; and
a third passage part which is connected to the
second passage part and travels in a direction
toward the cutting tip so as to be connected to
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a boundary between the first lower surface and
the second lower surface.

10. The cutting insert according to anyone of aspects
1 to 9, wherein the second upper surface comprises:

a first flat part; and
a first guiding surface which is recessed with
respect to the first flat part in a direction of the
second lower surface so as to be connected to
the passage.

11. The cutting insert according to aspect 10, where-
in a surface of the first guiding surface is provided
with irregularities in a direction perpendicular to a
flow direction of the coolant.

12. The cutting insert according to anyone of aspects
1 to 11, wherein the first peripheral side surface com-
prises at least one side surface part facing toward
the first upper surface, in an intermediate part be-
tween the first upper surface and the first lower sur-
face.

13. A metal spacer for being arranged between a
holder for holding the cutting insert according to an-
yone of aspects 1 to 12 of the cutting insert, the metal
spacer comprising:

a first through hole provided so as to fix the cut-
ting insert to the holder with the use of a screw;
and
a coolant passage provided so as to guide the
coolant into the passage.

14. A holder for holding the cutting insert according
to anyone of aspects, 1 to 12, the holder comprising:

fixation means for fixing the cutting insert; and
a supply port for guiding the coolant.

15. A cutting insert comprising a cutting tip and a
base insert on which the cutting tip is mounted, the
cutting insert being provided with a passage which
is formed along a boundary surface between the cut-
ting tip and the base insert so as to extend from a
boundary part, in an upper surface of the cutting in-
sert, between the cutting tip and the base insert to
another boundary part, in a lower surface of the cut-
ting insert, between the cutting tip and the base in-
sert.

Claims

1. A metal spacer for being arranged between a holder
for holding a cutting insert and the cutting insert, the
cutting insert comprising:

a base insert comprising a first upper surface, a
first lower surface and a first side surface con-
necting the first upper surface and the first lower
surface; and
a cutting tip comprising a second upper surface,
a second lower surface and a second side sur-
face connecting the second upper surface and
the second lower surface, wherein:

the first side surface comprises:

a first mounting surface opposing the
second side surface; and
a first peripheral side surface connect-
ed to the first upper surface, the first
lower surface and the first mounting
surface;

the second side surface comprises:

a second mounting surface opposing
the first mounting surface; and
a second peripheral side surface which
is connected to the second upper sur-
face, the second lower surface and the
second mounting surface and in which
at least an edge connected to the sec-
ond upper surface is provided with a
first cutting edge;

the first mounting surface comprises:

a first securing surface secured to the
second mounting surface; and
a first passage surface separate from
and opposing the second mounting sur-
face; and

the first passage surface, and, in the second
mounting surface, a second passage sur-
face opposing the first passage surface,
form a passage which communicates with
the second upper surface and the second
lower surface and is intended to allow cool-
ant for cooling the cutting tip to pass there-
through,
the metal spacer comprising:

a first through hole provided so as to fix
the cutting insert to the holder with the
use of a screw; and
a coolant passage provided so as to
guide the coolant into the passage.

2. A holder for holding a cutting insert, the cutting insert
comprising:

a base insert comprising a first upper surface, a
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first lower surface and a first side surface con-
necting the first upper surface and the first lower
surface; and
a cutting tip comprising a second upper surface,
a second lower surface and a second side sur-
face connecting the second upper surface and
the second lower surface, wherein:

the first side surface comprises:

a first mounting surface opposing the
second side surface; and
a first peripheral side surface connect-
ed to the first upper surface, the first
lower surface and the first mounting
surface;

the second side surface comprises:

a second mounting surface opposing
the first mounting surface; and
a second peripheral side surface which
is connected to the second upper sur-
face, the second lower surface and the
second mounting surface and in which
at least an edge connected to the sec-
ond upper surface is provided with a
first cutting edge;

the first mounting surface comprises:

a first securing surface secured to the
second mounting surface; and
a first passage surface separate from
and opposing the second mounting sur-
face; and

the first passage surface, and, in the second
mounting surface, a second passage sur-
face opposing the first passage surface,
form a passage which communicates with
the second upper surface and the second
lower surface and is intended to allow cool-
ant for cooling the cutting tip to pass there-
through,
the holder comprising:

fixation means for fixing the cutting in-
sert; and
a supply port for guiding the coolant.
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