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(54) LIQUID-FEEDING SCREW COMPRESSOR

(57) A liquid-injected screw compressor includes: a
casing that houses a screw rotor and a bearing, and has
a suction port and a suction chamber connected to the
suction port; a suction throttle valve that is installed at
the suction port, and has a housing; and an intake-gas
bypass system that establishes communication between
a primary side and a secondary side of the suction throttle
valve. The intake-gas bypass system includes: an in-
take-gas bypass flow path that is provided in a wall sec-
tion of the housing, and has a primary-side opening sec-
tion opening into the primary side of the suction throttle
valve, and a secondary-side opening section opening in-
to the secondary side of the suction throttle valve; and a
first check valve arranged in the intake-gas bypass flow
path. The intake-gas bypass flow path has an external
opening section that opens to an outside of the housing
and that allows insertion and withdrawal of the first check
valve. Thereby, it is possible to make the system that
communicates with the suction chamber in the casing
and is provided with the reverse-flow inhibition mecha-
nism a pipeless structure without impairing advantages
of external pipes.
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a liquid-injected
screw compressor in which a liquid is fed into working
chambers for lubrication, cooling, sealing or the like.

Background Art

[0002] Screw compressors have screw rotor that ro-
tates, and a casing that houses the screw rotor and forms
multiple working chambers together with the screw rotor.
Such screw compressors are configured to compress a
gas (e.g. air) in the working chambers by moving the
working chambers in the axial direction of the rotor along
with rotation of the screw rotor. A suction throttle valve
is provided on the suction side of the casing. The suction
throttle is opened and closed for adjustment of intake-
gas amount or load of the compressor.
[0003] Screw compressors include screw compres-
sors of liquid-injected type in which a liquid such as oil
or water is fed into working chambers for the purposes
of cooling of a compressed gas, lubrication of screw ro-
tors, sealing of the gap between screw rotors and a cas-
ing, and so on. In a liquid-injected screw compressor, a
compressed gas on the delivery side (high-pressure side)
in a casing instantaneously flows back to the suction side
(low-pressure-side) due to a pressure difference when
the compressor gets stopped. Along with this reverse
flow of the compressed air, a liquid contained in the com-
pressed gas (liquid fed to working chambers) flows back
to a suction chamber in the casing, and scatters. At this
time, leakage of the liquid to the primary side of a suction
throttle valve (the upstream side of the suction throttle
valve) is prevented by completely closing the suction
throttle valve.
[0004] Meanwhile, a plurality of systems including
pipes exposed to the outside of the casing (hereinafter,
referred to as "external pipes") are connected to the cas-
ing. Some systems among those including external pipes
communicate with the suction chamber in the casing. In
a system having an external pipe communicating with
the suction chamber, liquid seeps into the system (into
the external pipe) and flows back in some cases if the
liquid scatters into the suction chamber at shutdown of
the compressor. However, some of those systems may
have a problem if liquid seeps and flows back into the
systems. In such systems, typically, check valves are
installed therein to inhibit a reverse flow of a liquid.
[0005] Systems having external pipes communicating
with a suction chamber and provided with a check valve
include systems that recover a lubricant having leaked
through an shaft sealing device provided to screw rotors,
for example (see Patent Document 1, for example). A
screw rotor of a liquid-injected screw compressor has a
structure in which an shaft section on one side thereof
extends to the outside of a casing in order for the shaft

section to be connected with a rotation driving source
such as an electric motor. Bearings that support the
screw rotor are arranged in the casing, and an oil is fed
for lubrication of the bearings. an shaft sealing device is
provided at the shaft section on the one side in order to
prevent leakage of a lubricant through the gap between
the screw rotor and the casing to the outside. However,
the lubricant slightly leaks through the shaft sealing de-
vice in some cases. In view of this, in a screw compressor
described in Patent Document 1, a recovery pipe which
is an external pipe is provided for recovery of a lubricant
having leaked through an shaft sealing device. The re-
covery pipe is connected so as to communicate with two
spaces on the primary side and the secondary side of a
suction throttle valve, and a reverse-flow inhibition mech-
anism is provided in the recovery pipe on the secondary
side.
[0006] As another example of systems having external
pipes communicating with a suction chamber and pro-
vided with a check valve, for example, there is a system
of an external pipe for securing a pressure source for
driving a suction throttle valve at start-up of a compressor
(hereinafter, referred to as a "system of a breather pipe").
Specifically, as illustrated in FIG. 7, a system BS of a
breather pipe P has one side which is connected to a
housing H of a suction throttle valve V so as to commu-
nicate with a space on the primary side (a suction flow
path I) of the suction throttle valve V, and has the other
side which is connected to a casing C so as to commu-
nicate with a space on the secondary side (a suction
chamber R in the casing C) of the suction throttle valve
V. The system BS is exposed to the outside of the housing
H and the casing C. At start-up of the compressor, the
suction throttle valve V is in the closed state. Accordingly,
a gas in the suction flow path I on the primary side of the
suction throttle valve V is introduced into the suction
chamber R in the casing C on the secondary side of the
suction throttle valve V via the system BS of the breather
pipe P. This intake gas is compressed by the compressor
body, and the compressed gas is used as a pressure
source for operation of the suction throttle valve V. The
system BS of the breather pipe P includes a reverse-flow
inhibition mechanism CV for preventing a liquid having
scattered into the suction chamber R at shutdown of the
compressor from flowing back in the system BS and leak-
ing out to the primary side of the suction throttle valve V.
[0007] A lubricant recovery system in the screw com-
pressor described in Patent Document 1 includes a re-
covery pipe (external pipe) exposed to the outside of the
casing, and the reverse-flow inhibition mechanism in-
stalled on the recovery pipe. In the case of such a con-
figuration, even if a defect occurs in the reverse-flow in-
hibition mechanism itself, the reverse-flow inhibition
mechanism can be removed from the recovery pipe, and
replaced easily. In addition, in the case where a liquid
such as a lubricant accumulates near the reverse-flow
inhibition mechanism, functions of the reverse-flow inhi-
bition mechanism are impaired in some cases. However,
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since the recovery pipe is an external pipe, the installation
position of the reverse-flow inhibition mechanism on the
recovery pipe can be changed easily in order to suppress
such occurrences of reverse-flow inhibition failure. Since
the system BS of the breather pipe P mentioned before
also is a system of an external pipe exposed to the outside
of the housing H of the suction throttle valve V similar to
the lubricant recovery system, the system BS of the
breather pipe P has advantages similar to those of the
lubricant recovery system described above. In this man-
ner, systems of external pipes have advantages in terms
of ensuring reliability of check valves, and in terms of
easy replacement of the check valves.

Prior Art Document

Patent Document

[0008] Patent Document 1: JP-2001-173585-A

Summary of the Invention

Problem to be Solved by the Invention

[0009] However, in the systems of external pipes men-
tioned above, there is a concern that cracks occur on the
external pipes due to vibrations of compressors. In ad-
dition, since connection of an external pipe or a reverse-
flow inhibition mechanism to a casing or the like neces-
sitates a plurality of joints (F1, F2 and F3 in FIG. 7), there
is a problem that the number of parts increases, and the
cost increases. In addition, if a large number of external
pipes are installed, locations to which dust and dirt can
adhere increase also, and this may be disadvantageous
in terms of equipment maintenance or the like. Further-
more, spatial occupation of external pipes gives rise of
much fear of damages to the pipes due to collision at the
time of a movement of a compressor, and there are dis-
advantages in terms of handling also. Accordingly, it is
required to make a system, which communicates with a
suction chamber in a casing and which is provided with
a check valve, have a pipeless structure without impairing
advantages of external pipes.

Means for Solving the Problem

[0010] The present application includes a plurality of
means for solving the problems described above, and
one example of screw compressors includes a screw ro-
tor for compressing a gas; a bearing that rotatably sup-
ports the screw rotor; a casing that houses the screw
rotor and the bearing and, and has a suction port for
suctioning a gas and a suction chamber connected to
the suction port; a suction throttle valve that is installed
at the suction port, and has a housing forming a suction
flow path communicating with the suction port; and an
intake-gas bypass system that establishes communica-
tion between a primary side and a secondary side of the

suction throttle valve. Further, the intake-gas bypass sys-
tem includes: an intake-gas bypass flow path that is pro-
vided in a wall section of the housing, and has a first
opening section opening into the primary side of the suc-
tion throttle valve and a second opening section opening
into the secondary side of the suction throttle valve; and
a first check valve that is arranged in the intake-gas by-
pass flow path, allows a flow from the primary side to the
secondary side of the suction throttle valve, and inhibits
a flow from the secondary side to the primary side of the
suction throttle valve. Furthermore, the intake-gas by-
pass flow path has a third opening section that opens to
an outside of the housing and that allows insertion and
withdrawal of the first check valve.

Advantages of the Invention

[0011] According to the present invention, the intake-
gas bypass flow path that establishes communication be-
tween the primary side and the secondary side of the
suction throttle valve is provided in the wall section of the
housing of the suction throttle valve, the first check valve
is arranged in the intake-gas bypass flow path, and the
first check valve can be inserted and withdrawn via the
third opening section of the intake-gas bypass flow path
opening to the outside of the housing. That allows the
intake-gas bypass system to have a pipeless structure
without impairing advantages of external pipes.
[0012] Problems, configurations and effects other than
those described above are made clear by the following
explanations of embodiments.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0013]

FIG. 1 is a front view illustrating the state of a partial
cross section of a liquid-injected screw compressor
according to one embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 2 is a side view of the liquid-injected screw com-
pressor according to the one embodiment illustrated
in FIG. 1.
FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of part of the liquid-
injected screw compressor according to the one em-
bodiment illustrated in FIG. 2 as seen along line III-III.
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the liquid-injected
screw compressor according to the one embodiment
illustrated in FIG. 2 as seen along line IV-IV.
FIG. 5 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of an in-
take-gas bypass system of the liquid-injected screw
compressor according to the one embodiment, indi-
cated by reference character V in FIG. 1.
FIG. 6 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of part of
an oil-recovery system of the liquid-injected screw
compressor according to the one embodiment, indi-
cated by reference character VI in FIG. 1.
FIG. 7 is a front view illustrating the state of a partial
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cross section of a conventional liquid-injected screw
compressor.

Modes for Carrying Out the Invention

[0014] Hereinafter, a liquid-injected screw compressor
according to an embodiment of the present invention is
explained as an example by using the drawings.

[One Embodiment]

[0015] First, the configuration of the liquid-injected
screw compressor according to one embodiment of the
present invention is explained by using FIG. 1 to FIG. 4.
FIG. 1 is a front view illustrating the state of a partial cross
section of the liquid-injected screw compressor accord-
ing to the one embodiment of the present invention. FIG.
2 is a side view of the liquid-injected screw compressor
according to the one embodiment illustrated in FIG. 1.
FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of part of the liquid-in-
jected screw compressor according to the one embodi-
ment illustrated in FIG. 2 as seen along line III-III. FIG. 4
is a cross-sectional view of the liquid-injected screw com-
pressor according to the one embodiment illustrated in
FIG. 2 as seen along line IV-IV.
[0016] In FIG. 1 and FIG. 2, the liquid-injected screw
compressor includes a compressor body 1 that com-
presses a gas such as air, and a suction throttle valve 2
installed on the suction side of the compressor body 1
(the upper side in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2).
[0017] As illustrated in FIG. 3 and FIG. 4, the compres-
sor body 1 includes a male rotor 4 and a female rotor 5
which are screw rotors having a plurality of helical tooth
sections, and a casing 6 that houses the male rotor 4 and
the female rotor 5. The male rotor 4 and the female rotor
5 have parallel rotation axes, and rotate while meshing
with each other. A plurality of working chambers are
formed between the male rotor 4 and female rotor 5, and
the casing 6. Along with rotation of the male rotor 4 and
the female rotor 5, the working chambers move in the
axial direction of the rotors, and thereby a gas in the work-
ing chambers is compressed. A liquid such as an oil or
water is fed into the working chambers for the purpose
of cooling of the compressed gas in the working cham-
bers, lubrication of the male and female rotors 4 and 5,
and sealing of the gaps between the tooth edges of both
the male and female rotors 4 and 5, and the inner wall
of a main casing 21 or the gap between meshing sections
of the male and female rotors 4 and 5.
[0018] As illustrated in FIG. 3, the male rotor 4 includes
a rotor tooth section 8 having a plurality of male teeth,
and shaft sections 9 (only one on the suction side is il-
lustrated in FIG. 3) integrally provided on both sides of
the rotor tooth section 8 in the axial direction. The shaft
section 9 on a suction-side of the male rotor 4 extends
out of the casing 6 so as to be coupled with a rotation
shaft of a rotation driving source such as an electric mo-
tor. The male rotor 4 is rotatably supported by a suction-

side bearing 10 and a delivery-side bearing (not illustrat-
ed). The suction-side bearing 10 and the delivery-side
bearing are housed in the casing 6. The suction-side
bearing 10 and the delivery-side bearing are fed with a
lubricant. The suction-side shaft section 9 is provided
with an shaft sealing device 12 that seals the gap be-
tween the suction-side shaft section 9 and the casing 6.
The shaft sealing device 12 prevents leakage of the lu-
bricant fed to the suction-side bearing 10 to the outside
of the casing 6. As the shaft sealing device 12, a me-
chanical seal is used, for example.
[0019] The female rotor 5 includes a rotor tooth section
14 having a plurality of female teeth, and shaft sections
15 (only one on the suction side is illustrated in FIG. 3)
integrally provided on both sides of the rotor tooth section
14 in the axial direction. The female rotor 5 is rotatably
supported by a suction-side bearing 16 and a delivery-
side bearing (not illustrated), and is configured to rotate
while meshing with the male rotor 4 along with rotation
of the male rotor 4. The suction-side bearing 16 and the
delivery-side bearing (not illustrated) are housed in the
casing 6. The suction-side bearing 16 and the delivery-
side bearing are fed with a lubricant.
[0020] As illustrated in FIG. 2, the casing 6 includes
the main casing 21, and a delivery-side casing 22 that
covers the delivery side (the right side in FIG. 2) of the
main casing 21.
[0021] As illustrated in FIG. 4, two partially overlapping
cylindrical bores 26 are formed in the main casing 21,
and the male rotor 4 and the female rotor 5 are housed
in the bores 26. As illustrated in FIG. 1 and FIG. 4, a
suction port 27 that suctions a gas is provided on an outer
circumference section of the main casing 21, and the
suction throttle valve 2 is installed at the suction port 27.
A suction chamber 28 connected to the suction port 27
is formed inside the main casing 21. The suction chamber
28 communicates with the bores 26, and is a space for
a gas suctioned through the suction port 27 to be distrib-
uted to working chambers in an intake process. As illus-
trated in FIG. 3, an end section of the main casing 21 on
the suction side in the axial direction is provided with
suction-side bearing chambers 29 and 30 that hold the
suction-side bearings 10 and 16, respectively. The suc-
tion-side bearing chambers 29 and 30, and the bores 26
are partitioned by a partition wall 31. A suction-side cover
23 that covers the suction-side bearing chambers 29 and
30 is attached to the main casing 21. The suction-side
cover 23 contains the shaft sealing device 12. The main
casing 21 is provided with a liquid-feed path (not illus-
trated) for feeding a liquid to the working chambers.
[0022] As illustrated in FIG. 4, the suction chamber 28
in the casing 6 is provided with a scattering cover 32 so
as to cover the meshing sections of the male rotor 4 and
the female rotor 5. In the liquid-injected screw compres-
sor, during its operation, a liquid contained in the com-
pressed gas in the working chambers spouts out through
the gap between the meshing sections of the male rotor
4 and the female rotor 5 due to the pressure difference
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between a high-pressure-side working chamber and a
low-pressure-side working chamber (in FIG. 4, the liquid
which is spouting out is illustrated by arrows A). The scat-
tering cover 32 suppresses the spreading, toward the
suction throttle valve 2, of the liquid spouting out from
the gap between the meshing sections, and suppresses
heating of an intake gas due to the liquid having spouted
out. In addition, the scattering cover 32 also has a func-
tion of distributing the intake gas having flowed in through
the suction port 27 of the casing 6 to working chambers
in a suction process on the side where the male rotor 4
is located and working chambers in a suction process on
the side where the female rotor 5 is located. For example,
the scattering cover 32 is formed in a concave shape (an
approximately U-shape in the cross section) toward the
meshing sections, and has a predetermined restricted
size such that the scattering cover 32 does not become
a resistance to the intake gas.
[0023] The delivery-side casing 22 illustrated in FIG. 2
is provided with a delivery path (not illustrated) that
guides the gas compressed in the working chambers to
the outside, and delivery-side bearing chambers (not il-
lustrated) that hold the delivery-side bearings (not illus-
trated) of the male rotor 4 and the female rotor 5. A de-
livery-side cover 24 that covers the delivery-side bearing
chambers is attached to the delivery-side casing 22.
[0024] In the present embodiment, the main casing 21,
the delivery-side casing 22, the suction-side cover 23
and the delivery-side cover 24 constitute at least part of
the casing 6.
[0025] For example, the suction throttle valve 2 regu-
lates the suction amount of the compressor body 1 in
accordance with customer’s compressed gas usage. In
addition, the suction throttle valve 2 blocks suction by the
compressor body 1 in order to perform no-load operation
control (unloading operation control) of lowering the pres-
sure on the delivery side while the operation of the com-
pressor body 1 is continued. In addition, the suction throt-
tle valve 2 prevents leakage, toward the upstream side,
of the compressed gas that flows back from the delivery
side to the suction side of the compressor body 1 at shut-
down of the compressor body 1, and leakage of a liquid
contained in the gas. As illustrated in FIG. 1 and FIG. 4,
the suction throttle valve 2 includes: a housing 41 that
forms a suction flow path 42 and a cylinder 43; a valve
seat 44 formed at a downstream end section of the suc-
tion flow path 42; a piston 45 that is slidably arranged in
the cylinder 43, and divides the inside of the cylinder 43
into a spring chamber 43a and an operation chamber
43b; a rod 46 which has one end connected to the piston
45 and which penetrates the cylinder 43 to extend toward
the downstream side (the lower side in FIG. 1 and FIG.
4) of the suction flow path 42; a valve body 47 to which
the rod 46 is slidably inserted and which is positioned on
the downstream side of the valve seat 44 and can open
and close the valve seat 44; a stopper section 48 that is
provided at a tip section of the rod 46, and regulates a
sliding motion of the valve body 47 toward the down-

stream side; and a spring 49 arranged in the spring cham-
ber 43a in the cylinder 43. For example, the suction flow
path 42 is a flow path bent at an approximately right angle.
For example, the spring 49 applies, to the piston 45, an
urging force to move the stopper section 48 toward the
upstream side (the upper side in FIG. 1 and FIG. 4).
[0026] An operation pressure system (not illustrated)
is connected to the operation chamber 43b in the cylinder
43. The operation pressure system introduces part of the
compressed air extracted from delivery side of a com-
pressed air system in the compressor body 1 into the
operation chamber 43b in the cylinder 43 to thereby ap-
ply, to the piston 45, a pressure to move the stopper
section 48 toward the downstream side (the lower side
in FIG. 1 and FIG. 4) against the urging force of the spring
49 in the spring chamber 43a. For example, the operation
pressure system includes a solenoid valve (not illustrat-
ed) that is opened and closed by a drive signal from a
controller (not illustrated), and regulates an input of the
compressed air into the operation chamber 43b in the
cylinder 43 by opening and closing of the solenoid valve.
[0027] Meanwhile, at start-up of the compressor, the
delivery side of the compressed air system in the com-
pressor body 1, which is a pressure source for operating
the suction throttle valve 2, has a reduced pressure. In
view of this, in the present embodiment, in order to obtain
an operation pressure of the suction throttle valve 2 at
start-up of the compressor, an intake-gas bypass system
60 that allows an intake gas to bypass the suction throttle
valve 2 in the closed state and to be introduced into the
compressor body 1 is provided. Details of the intake-gas
bypass system 60 are mentioned below.
[0028] In addition, a lubricant fed to the suction-side
bearings 10 and 16 slightly leaks through the shaft seal-
ing device 12 provided to the shaft section 9 on the suc-
tion-side of the male rotor 4 illustrated in FIG. 3 in some
cases. In view of this, in the present embodiment, as
illustrated in FIG. 1 and FIG. 4, an oil-recovery system
80 that recovers, to the secondary side (the suction
chamber 28 of the casing 6) of the suction throttle valve
2, the lubricant having leaked through the shaft sealing
device 12 is provided. Details of the oil-recovery system
80 are mentioned below.
[0029] Next, details of the intake-gas bypass system
of the liquid-injected screw compressor according to the
one embodiment of the present invention are explained
by using FIG. 4 and FIG. 5. FIG. 5 is an enlarged cross-
sectional view of the intake-gas bypass system of the
liquid-injected screw compressor according to the one
embodiment indicated by reference character V in FIG.
1. In FIG. 5, those having the same reference characters
as reference characters illustrated in FIG. 1 to FIG. 4 are
identical parts to those in FIG. 1 to FIG. 4, detailed ex-
planations thereof are omitted.
[0030] As illustrated in FIG. 4 and FIG. 5, the intake-
gas bypass system 60 establishes communication be-
tween the suction flow path 42 of the suction throttle valve
2 (the primary side of the suction throttle valve 2) and the
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suction chamber 28 (the secondary side of the suction
throttle valve 2) in the casing 6. The intake-gas bypass
system 60 has an intake-gas bypass flow path 61 pro-
vided in a wall section of the housing 41 and a first check
valve 62 arranged in the intake-gas bypass flow path 61.
[0031] For example, the intake-gas bypass flow path
61 includes a first bypass-flow-path hole 64 and a second
bypass-flow-path hole 65. The first bypass-flow-path
hole 64 has a primary-side opening section 64a opening
into the suction flow path 42 of the suction throttle valve
2 and a first external opening section 64b opening to the
outside of the housing 41, and is provided in the wall
section of the housing 41 so as to extend linearly in the
horizontal direction. The second bypass-flow-path hole
65 has a secondary-side opening section 65a opening
into the suction chamber 28 in the casing 6 and a second
external opening section 65b opening to the outside of
the housing 41, and is provided in the wall section of the
housing 41 so as to extend linearly in the upward/down-
ward direction and communicate with the first bypass-
flow-path hole 64. A first plug 66 is removably attached
to the first external opening section 64b of the first by-
pass-flow-path hole 64. A second plug 67 is removably
attached to the second external opening section 65b.
[0032] The second bypass-flow-path hole 65 includes
a large diameter section 70 having the second external
opening section 65b, an intermediate diameter section
71 adjacent to the large diameter section 70, and a small
diameter section 72 adjacent to the intermediate diame-
ter section 71 and having the secondary-side opening
section 65a. The large diameter section 70 has a diam-
eter larger than the diameter of the first check valve 62.
The intermediate diameter section 71 has a diameter
smaller than the diameter of the large diameter section
70, and slightly larger than the diameter of the first check
valve 62. The small diameter section 72 has a diameter
smaller than the diameter of the first check valve 62. That
is, the second bypass-flow-path hole 65 is a stepped hole
having two steps. The intermediate diameter section 71
is a portion where the first check valve 62 is arranged.
The small diameter section 72 restricts a movement of
the first check valve 62 toward the suction chamber 28.
The second external opening section 65b of the large
diameter section 70 allows insertion of the first check
valve 62 into the intermediate diameter section 71, and
withdrawal of the first check valve 62 from the interme-
diate diameter section 71. The large diameter section 70
is formed to have a hole diameter that allows easy inser-
tion and withdrawal of the first check valve 62.
[0033] The first bypass-flow-path hole 64 can be
formed by boring a lateral hole penetrating the wall sec-
tion of the housing 41 from the lateral outer surface of
the housing 41 to the suction flow path 42. The second
bypass-flow-path hole 65 can be formed by: boring a first
vertical hole penetrating from the upper outer surface of
the housing 41 to the suction chamber 28; boring a sec-
ond vertical hole having a hole diameter larger than the
hole diameter of the first vertical hole such that the sec-

ond vertical hole becomes coaxial with the first vertical
hole and does not penetrate to the suction chamber 28;
and boring a third vertical hole having a hole diameter
larger than the hole diameter of the second vertical hole
such that the third vertical hole becomes coaxial with the
first vertical hole and shorter than the second vertical
hole.
[0034] While the first check valve 62 allows a flow from
the side where the suction flow path 42 is located to the
side where the suction chamber 28 is located, the first
check valve 62 inhibits a flow from the side where the
suction chamber 28 is located to the side where the suc-
tion flow path 42 is located. That is, the first check valve
62 prevents a liquid having flowed back from the delivery
side of the compressor body 1 to the suction chamber
28 at the time of a driving stop of the compressor, from
leaking toward the primary side of the suction throttle
valve 2 via the intake-gas bypass flow path 61. A retaining
ring 74 and an O-ring 75 are attached to an outer circum-
ference section of the first check valve 62. The retaining
ring 74 restricts a movement of the first check valve 62
in the intermediate diameter section 71. The O-ring 75
inhibits a leakage flow from the gap between the outer
circumferential surface of the first check valve 62 and the
inner-wall surface of the intake-gas bypass flow path 61.
The first check valve 62 can be replaced by accessing
the first check valve 62 via the second external opening
section 65b of the large diameter section 70 of the second
bypass-flow-path hole 65. For replacement of the first
check valve 62, the second plug 67 shutting off the sec-
ond external opening section 65b is removed, and a tool
is used, for example.
[0035] In the intake-gas bypass system 60 with the
configuration described above, the intake-gas bypass
flow path 61 can be formed by boring the linear first by-
pass-flow-path hole 64 and second bypass-flow-path
hole 65 in the wall section of the housing 41 of the suction
throttle valve 2. Therefore, fabrication of the intake-gas
bypass flow path 61 is easy. In addition, compared with
a case where an intake-gas bypass system (external
pipe) is configured by connecting a pipe provided with a
check valve with the housing 41 of the suction throttle
valve 2, the intake-gas bypass system 60 does not re-
quire the pipe, a joint for connecting the pipe to the hous-
ing 41, and a joint for attaching the check valve to the pipe.
[0036] Meanwhile, there is a fear that, if a liquid such
as an oil accumulates in the first check valve 62, the
responsiveness of the valve body of the first check valve
62 deteriorates due to the influence of the liquid, and
failures of reverse-flow inhibition occur. As mentioned
before, in the liquid-injected screw compressor, during
its operation, the liquid contained in the compressed gas
in the working chambers spouts out to the suction cham-
ber 28 in the casing 6 through the gap between the mesh-
ing sections of the male rotor 4 and the female rotor 5
due to the pressure difference between working cham-
bers on the high-pressure-side and working chambers
on the low-pressure-side. Since the present embodiment

9 10 



EP 3 722 610 A1

7

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

adopts a configuration in which the housing 41 has the
built-in intake-gas bypass system 60, the liquid having
spouted out to the suction chamber 28 might seep into
the intake-gas bypass flow path 61, and accumulate near
the first check valve 62. In this case, there is a concern
that, due to a failure of reverse-flow inhibition of the first
check valve 62, a reverse flow of the liquid from the suc-
tion chamber 28 to the primary side of the suction throttle
valve 2 via the intake-gas bypass flow path 61 at shut-
down of the compressor cannot be prevented.
[0037] In view of this, in the present embodiment, a
first blocking section 76 is provided between the second-
ary-side opening section 65a of the intake-gas bypass
flow path 61, and the meshing sections of the male and
female rotors 4 and 5 in the suction chamber 28 of the
casing 6. The first blocking section 76 prevents seepag-
es, to the intake-gas bypass flow path 61, of the liquid
spouting out from the meshing sections at the time of an
operation of the compressor. As a specific structure, for
example, the first blocking section 76 is arranged on a
line that extends from the meshing sections of the male
rotor 4 and the female rotor 5 toward the secondary-side
opening section 65a of the intake-gas bypass flow path
61, and protrudes from a wall section of the main casing
21 toward the suction chamber 28 so as to cover the
secondary-side opening section 65a in a separated state.
[0038] Next, details of the oil-recovery system of the
liquid-injected screw compressor according to the one
embodiment of the present invention are explained by
using FIG. 1 to FIG. 4 and FIG. 6. FIG. 6 is an enlarged
cross-sectional view of part of the oil-recovery system of
the liquid-injected screw compressor according to the
one embodiment indicated by reference character VI in
FIG. 1. In FIG. 6, those having the same reference char-
acters as reference characters illustrated in FIG. 1 to FIG.
5 are identical parts to those in FIG. 1 to FIG. 5, detailed
explanations thereof are omitted.
[0039] As illustrated in FIG. 1 and FIG. 3, the oil-recov-
ery system 80 includes a recovery groove section 81 as
an oil storage section that can temporarily store a lubri-
cant having leaked through the shaft sealing device 12,
an oil-recovery flow path 82 that establishes communi-
cation between the recovery groove section 81 and the
suction chamber 28 in the casing 6, and a second check
valve 83 arranged in the oil-recovery flow path 82. The
recovery groove section 81 is provided on the inner-side
surface of the suction-side cover 23 so as to lie along the
side of the outer circumferential surface of the shaft sec-
tion 9 on the suction-side of the male rotor 4.
[0040] As illustrated in FIG. 1 to FIG. 4, the oil-recovery
flow path 82 is provided in wall sections of the suction-
side cover 23 and the main casing 21 constituting part
of the casing 6. The oil-recovery flow path 82 has a stor-
age-side opening section 85a opening into the recovery
groove section 81, and a recovery-side opening section
88a opening into the suction chamber 28. For example,
the oil-recovery flow path 82 includes a first recovery-
flow-path hole 85 communicating with the recovery

groove section 81, a second recovery-flow-path hole 86
communicating with the first recovery-flow-path hole 85,
a third recovery-flow-path hole 87 communicating with
the second recovery-flow-path hole 86, and a fourth re-
covery-flow-path hole 88 communicating with the third
recovery-flow-path hole 87 and the suction chamber 28
in the casing 6.
[0041] The first recovery-flow-path hole 85 is provided
in a wall section of the suction-side cover 23. The first
recovery-flow-path hole 85 has the storage-side opening
section 85a on the side where the recovery groove sec-
tion 81 is located, and a third external opening section
85b opening to the outside of the suction-side cover 23,
and extends linearly in a direction of the tangent of the
annular recovery groove section 81 from a lowermost
end section of the recovery groove section 81. A third
plug 90 is removably attached to the third external open-
ing section 85b of the first recovery-flow-path hole 85.
[0042] The second recovery-flow-path hole 86 is pro-
vided in the wall sections of the suction-side cover 23
and the main casing 21. The second recovery-flow-path
hole 86 has a fourth external opening section 86a open-
ing to the outside of the suction-side cover 23, and ex-
tends linearly in a direction toward the delivery side along
the axial direction of the male rotor 4 so as to cross the
first recovery-flow-path hole 85. A fourth plug 91 is re-
movably attached to the fourth external opening section
86a of the second recovery-flow-path hole 86.
[0043] The third recovery-flow-path hole 87 is provided
in the wall section of the main casing 21. The third re-
covery-flow-path hole 87 has a fifth external opening sec-
tion 87a opening to the outside of the main casing 21,
and extends linearly toward the suction throttle valve 2
(the upper side in FIG. 2 and FIG. 4) from an end section
of the second recovery-flow-path hole 86. A fifth plug 92
is removably attached to the fifth external opening section
87a of the third recovery-flow-path hole 87.
[0044] As illustrated in FIG. 4 and FIG. 6, the fourth
recovery-flow-path hole 88 is provided in the wall section
of the main casing 21. The fourth recovery-flow-path hole
88 has the recovery-side opening section 88a on the side
where the suction chamber 28 is located, and a sixth
external opening section 88b opening to the outside of
the main casing 21, and extends linearly in the horizontal
direction so as to cross the third recovery-flow-path hole
87 at a position higher than the male rotor 4. A sixth plug
93 is removably attached to the sixth external opening
section 88b of the fourth recovery-flow-path hole 88.
[0045] The fourth recovery-flow-path hole 88 includes:
a large diameter section 95 positioned on the outer side,
and having the sixth external opening section 88b; an
intermediate diameter section 96 adjacent to the large
diameter section 95, and a small diameter section 97
adjacent to the intermediate diameter section 96, and
having the recovery-side opening section 88a on the side
where the suction chamber 28 is located. The large di-
ameter section 95 has a diameter larger than the diam-
eter of the second check valve 83. The intermediate di-
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ameter section 96 has a diameter smaller than the diam-
eter of the large diameter section 95, and slightly larger
than the diameter of the second check valve 83. The
small diameter section 97 has a diameter smaller than
the diameter of the second check valve 83. That is, the
fourth recovery-flow-path hole 88 is a stepped hole hav-
ing two steps. The intermediate diameter section 96 is a
portion where the second check valve 83 is arranged.
The small diameter section 97 restricts a movement of
the second check valve 83 toward the suction chamber
28. The sixth external opening section 88b of the large
diameter section 95 allows insertion of the second check
valve 83 into the intermediate diameter section 96, and
withdrawal of the second check valve 83 from the inter-
mediate diameter section 96. The large diameter section
95 is formed to have a diameter that allows easy insertion
and withdrawal of the second check valve 83.
[0046] The first recovery-flow-path hole 85 can be
formed by boring a lateral hole penetrating the wall sec-
tion of the suction-side cover 23 from the lateral outer
surface of the suction-side cover 23 to the lowermost end
section of the recovery groove section 81. The second
recovery-flow-path hole 86 can be formed by boring a
lateral hole with a predetermined length from the outer
surface of the suction-side cover 23 to the main casing
21 along the axial direction of the male rotor 4. The third
recovery-flow-path hole 87 can be formed by boring a
longitudinal hole downward from the upper outer surface
of the main casing 21 so as to reach an end section of
the second recovery-flow-path hole 86. The fourth recov-
ery-flow-path hole 88 can be formed by: boring a first
lateral hole penetrating from the lateral outer surface of
the main casing 21 on the side where the male rotor 4 is
located, to the suction chamber 28 in the casing 6; boring
a second lateral hole having a hole diameter larger than
the hole diameter of the first lateral hole such that the
second lateral hole becomes coaxial with the first lateral
hole, and does not penetrate to the suction chamber 28;
and boring a third lateral hole having a hole diameter
larger than the hole diameter of the second lateral hole
such that the third lateral hole becomes coaxial with the
first lateral hole, and shorter than the second lateral hole.
[0047] While the second check valve 83 allows a flow
from the side where the recovery groove section 81 is
located to the side where the suction chamber 28 is lo-
cated, the second check valve 83 inhibits a flow from the
side where the suction chamber 28 is located to the side
where the recovery groove section 81 is located. That is,
the second check valve 83 prevents a liquid having
flowed back from the delivery side of the compressor
body 1 to the suction chamber 28 at the time of a driving
stop of the compressor, from leaking to the outside of the
casing 6 (suction-side cover 23) via the oil-recovery flow
path 82 and the recovery groove section 81. A retaining
ring 99 and an O-ring 100 are attached to the outer cir-
cumferential surface of the second check valve 83. The
retaining ring 99 restricts a movement of the second
check valve 83 in the intermediate diameter section 96.

The O-ring 100 inhibits a leakage flow from the gap be-
tween the outer circumferential surface of the second
check valve 83 and the inner-wall surface of the oil-re-
covery flow path 82. The second check valve 83 can be
replaced by accessing the second check valve 83 via the
sixth external opening section 88b of the large diameter
section 95 of the fourth recovery-flow-path hole 88. For
replacement of the second check valve 83, the sixth plug
93 shutting off the sixth external opening section 88b is
removed, and a tool is used, for example.
[0048] In the oil-recovery system 80 with the configu-
ration described above, the oil-recovery flow path 82 can
be formed by boring the four linear recovery-flow-path
holes, the first recovery-flow-path hole 85, the second
recovery-flow-path hole 86, the third recovery-flow-path
hole 87 and the fourth recovery-flow-path hole 88 through
the wall section of the casing 6. Therefore, fabrication of
the oil-recovery flow path 82 is easy. In addition, com-
pared with a case where an oil-recovery system (external
pipe) is configured by connecting a pipe provided with a
check valve with the casing 6, the oil-recovery system
80 does not require the pipe, a joint for connecting the
pipe to the casing 6, and a joint for attaching the check
valve to the pipe.
[0049] Since the present embodiment adopts a config-
uration in which the casing 6 has the built-in oil-recovery
system 80, the liquid having spouted out to the suction
chamber 28 might seep into the oil-recovery flow path
82, and accumulate near the second check valve 83,
similar to the first check valve 62 mentioned before. In
this case, there is a concern that, due to a reverse-flow
inhibition failure of the second check valve 83, a reverse
flow of the liquid from the suction chamber 28 to the out-
side of the casing 6 via the oil-recovery flow path 82 at
shutdown of the compressor cannot be prevented.
[0050] In view of this, in the present embodiment, a
second blocking section 101 is provided between the re-
covery-side opening section 88a of the oil-recovery flow
path 82, and the meshing sections of the male and female
rotors 4 and 5 in the suction chamber 28 of the casing 6.
The second blocking section 101 prevents seepages, in-
to the oil-recovery flow path 82, of the liquid (illustrated
with the arrows A in FIG. 4) spouting out from the meshing
sections at the time of an operation of the compressor.
As a specific structure, for example, the second blocking
section 101 is arranged on a line that extends from the
meshing sections of the male rotor 4 and the female rotor
5 toward the recovery-side opening section 88a of the
oil-recovery flow path 82, and protrudes from a wall sec-
tion of the main casing 21 toward the suction chamber
28 so as to cover the recovery-side opening section 88a
in a separated state.
[0051] Next, the actions of the liquid-injected screw
compressor according to the one embodiment of the
present invention at the time of a start-up, a loading op-
eration, an unloading operation, and a shutdown is ex-
plained by using FIG. 1 to FIG. 6.
[0052] First, the action at the time of start-up of the
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compressor is explained. Since, at the start-up, the pres-
sure of the pressure source for operating the suction
throttle valve 2 is lowered, the suction throttle valve 2
illustrated in FIG. 4 is in the closed state due to the urging
force of the spring 49. If, in this state, the male rotor 4
and the female rotor 5 of the compressor body 1 are
started up, a small amount of a gas flows into the suction
chamber 28 in the casing 6, which is the secondary side
of the suction throttle valve 2, from the suction flow path
42, which is the primary side of the suction throttle valve
2, via the intake-gas bypass flow path 61 provided in the
wall section of the housing 41 of the suction throttle valve
2 and via the first check valve 62 arranged in the intake-
gas bypass flow path 61. This gas is compressed in the
compressor body 1, and delivered to the outside of the
compressor body 1. Part of the delivered compressed
gas is extracted, and used as the pressure source for
operation of the suction throttle valve 2.
[0053] In this manner, an intake gas bypasses the
valve body 47 of the suction throttle valve 2 in the closed
state and is introduced into the suction chamber 28 in
the casing 6 via the intake-gas bypass flow path 61 pro-
vided in the wall section of the housing 41 at the start-up
of the compressor. Accordingly, the pressure source to
operate the suction throttle valve 2 can be secured at the
start-up of the compressor.
[0054] Second, the action during a loading operation
of the compressor is explained. At the time of the loading
operation, part of air compressed in the working cham-
bers on the high-pressure-side leaks into the suction
chamber 28 through the gap between the meshing sec-
tions of the male rotor 4 and the female rotor 5 due to
the pressure difference from the working chambers on
the low-pressure-side. As illustrated in FIG. 4, along with
this leakage of the compressed air, part of a high-tem-
perature liquid contained in the compressed gas spouts
out from the meshing sections radially into the suction
chamber 28. Of the liquid having spouted out from the
meshing sections, a liquid having spouted out toward the
suction throttle valve 2 (the upper side in FIG. 4) is
blocked by the scattering cover 32. This can suppress
heating of an intake gas having flowed into the suction
chamber 28 from the suction throttle valve 2 due to the
high-temperature liquid having spouted out. Accordingly,
lowering of the density due to a temperature rise of the
intake gas can be suppressed, and deterioration of the
performance of the compressor can be suppressed.
[0055] On the other hand, part of the liquid having
spouted out from the meshing section (illustrated with
the arrows A in FIG. 4) is not blocked by the scattering
cover 32, and scatters toward the suction chamber 28.
As illustrated in FIG. 4 and FIG. 5, in the intake-gas by-
pass system 60 in the present embodiment, seepages
of the scattering liquid into the intake-gas bypass flow
path 61 are inhibited by the first blocking section 76 pro-
vided to cover the secondary-side opening section 65a
of the intake-gas bypass flow path 61 in a separated
state. As a result, a liquid never accumulates at the first

check valve 62 in the intake-gas bypass flow path 61.
Accordingly, occurrences of reverse-flow inhibition fail-
ure of the first check valve 62 caused by the responsive-
ness deterioration due to a liquid can be prevented.
[0056] In addition, in the oil-recovery system 80 of the
present embodiment, similar to the intake-gas bypass
system 60, as illustrated in FIG. 4 and FIG. 6, seepages
of the scattering liquid into the oil-recovery flow path 82
are inhibited by the second blocking section 101 provided
to cover the recovery-side opening section 88a of the oil-
recovery flow path 82 in a separated state. As a result,
a liquid never accumulates at the second check valve 83
in the oil-recovery flow path 82. Accordingly, occurrences
of reverse-flow inhibition failure of the second check
valve 83 caused by the responsiveness deterioration due
to a liquid can be prevented.
[0057] Third, the action observed at the time of an un-
loading operation of the compressor is explained. In the
present embodiment, an unloading operation is regularly
performed in order to recover, in the suction chamber 28
(the secondary side of the suction throttle valve 2) of the
casing 6, a lubricant having leaked through the shaft seal-
ing device 12.
[0058] Specifically, the pressure on the delivery-side
of the compressed air system in the compressor body 1
illustrated in FIG. 1 is lowered, and the suction throttle
valve 2 is closed completely. By keeping both the male
and female rotors 4 and 5 rotating in this state, the pres-
sure on the secondary side (the suction chamber 28 in
the casing 6) of the suction throttle valve 2 becomes a
negative pressure close to the vacuum pressure. On the
other hand, since the recovery groove section 81 storing
the lubricant having leaked through the shaft sealing de-
vice 12 communicates with the outside of the casing 6
via the gap between the shaft section 9 on the suction-
side of the male rotor 4 and the casing 6 (suction-side
cover 23) as illustrated in FIG. 3, the recovery groove
section 81 has a pressure which is approximately the
same with the air pressure of the external atmosphere
of the casing 6 (typically, atmospheric pressure). Accord-
ingly, the lubricant stored in the recovery groove section
81 is recovered in the suction chamber 28 in the casing
6 via the oil-recovery flow path 82 provided at the wall
section of the casing 6 illustrated in FIG. 1 and FIG. 2,
and the second check valve 83 arranged in the oil-recov-
ery flow path 82 by a driving force produced by the dif-
ferential pressure between the recovery groove section
81 and the secondary side of the suction throttle valve
2. In this manner, by regularly performing an unloading
operation, a lubricant having leaked through the shaft
sealing device 12 can be recovered to the secondary
side of the suction throttle valve 2.
[0059] Fourth, the action at the shutdown of the com-
pressor is explained. When the compressor gets stopped
driving, the compressed gas on the delivery side of the
compressor body 1 instantaneously flows back to the
suction side due to a pressure difference. Furthermore,
along with the reverse flow of the compressed gas, a
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liquid contained in the compressed gas also flows back
to the suction side simultaneously.
[0060] At this time, due to the compressed air having
flowed back to the suction chamber 28 in the casing 6,
the valve body 47 of the suction throttle valve 2 illustrated
in FIG. 4 slides along the rod 46 to the valve seat 44
located upstream, and the valve seat 44 gets shut off.
That is, the suction throttle valve 2 gets automatically
closed by the compressed air having flowed back. There-
by, a reverse flow of the compressed air and a liquid to
the primary side of the suction throttle valve 2 at the shut-
down of the compressor is prevented.
[0061] In addition, the compressed air having flowed
back into the suction chamber 28 starts flowing back to
the suction flow path 42 of the suction throttle valve 2
(the primary side of the suction throttle valve 2) via the
intake-gas bypass flow path 61. In the present embodi-
ment, the reverse flow is inhibited by the first check valve
62 arranged in the intake-gas bypass flow path 61. As
mentioned before, a liquid having spouted out into the
suction chamber 28 during a loading operation less likely
accumulates in the intake-gas bypass flow path 61. Ac-
cordingly, the first check valve 62 less likely experiences
the responsiveness deterioration caused by accumula-
tion of a liquid during a loading operation, and can re-
spond to the compressed air and a liquid that instanta-
neously flow back toward the suction chamber 28 at the
shutdown of the compressor. That is, a reverse flow, to-
ward the primary side of the suction throttle valve 2, of
the compressed air having flowed back into the suction
chamber 28 can be inhibited.
[0062] In addition, the compressed air having flowed
back into the suction chamber 28 starts flowing back to
the outside of the casing 6 (suction-side cover 23) via
the oil-recovery flow path 82. In the present embodiment,
the reverse flow is inhibited by the second check valve
83 arranged in the oil-recovery flow path 82. As men-
tioned before, a liquid having spouted out into the suction
chamber 28 during a loading operation less likely accu-
mulates in the oil-recovery flow path 82. Accordingly, the
second check valve 83 less likely experiences the re-
sponsiveness deterioration caused by accumulation of a
liquid during a loading operation, and can respond to the
compressed air and a liquid that instantaneously flow
back toward the suction chamber 28 at the shutdown of
the compressor. That is, a reverse flow, to the outside of
the casing 6, of the compressed air having flowed back
into the suction chamber 28 can be inhibited.
[0063] According to the one embodiment of the present
invention, the intake-gas bypass flow path 61 that estab-
lishes communication between the suction flow path 42
of the suction throttle valve 2 (the primary side of the
suction throttle valve 2) and the suction chamber 28 (the
secondary side of the suction throttle valve 2) in the cas-
ing 6 is provided at the wall section of the housing 41 of
the suction throttle valve 2, the first check valve 62 is
arranged in the intake-gas bypass flow path 61, and the
first check valve 62 is allowed to be inserted and with-

drawn via the second external opening section 65b of
the intake-gas bypass flow path 61 opening to the outside
of the housing 41. Accordingly, the structure of the intake-
gas bypass system 60 can be made a pipeless structure
without impairing advantages of external pipes. Accord-
ingly, there is no need to be concerned about occurrence
of cracks due to vibrations of the compressor. In addition,
as compared with systems of external pipes, the number
of parts can be reduced, and accordingly the cost can be
reduced. Furthermore, the compressor body having a
pipeless structure occupies a smaller space, there is less
fear about possible damages when carrying the com-
pressor, and the convenience in terms of handling also
improves.
[0064] In addition, according to the present embodi-
ment, the first blocking section 76 is provided between
the secondary-side opening section 65a of the intake-
gas bypass flow path 61, and the meshing sections of
the male and female rotors 4 and 5, so as to cover the
secondary-side opening section 65a in a separated state.
Accordingly, seepages, to the intake-gas bypass flow
path 61, of a liquid spouting out from the meshing sec-
tions during an operation of the compressor can be sup-
pressed. Accordingly, since accumulation of a liquid near
the first check valve 62 arranged in the intake-gas bypass
flow path 61 is suppressed, reverse-flow inhibition fail-
ures of the first check valve 62 can be prevented. That
is, the reliability of the first check valve 62 can be surely
ensured.
[0065] Furthermore, according to the present embod-
iment, the linear second bypass-flow-path hole 65 in
which the first check valve 62 is arranged is at least par-
tially constituted by the large diameter section 70 having
the second external opening section 65b and having a
diameter larger than the diameter of the first check valve
62, the intermediate diameter section 71 adjacent to the
large diameter section 70 and having a diameter smaller
than the diameter of the large diameter section 70 and
larger than the diameter of the first check valve 62, and
the small diameter section 72 adjacent to the intermedi-
ate diameter section 71 and having a diameter smaller
than the diameter of the first check valve 62. Accordingly,
in replacement of the first check valve 62, it is easy to
position the first check valve 62 in the second bypass-
flow-path hole 65, and it is easy to insert and withdraw
the first check valve 62 via the second external opening
section 65b. That is, the first check valve 62 can be re-
placed very easily.
[0066] Additionally, according to the present embodi-
ment, the two (plurality of) linear bypass-flow-path holes,
the first bypass-flow-path hole 64 and the second by-
pass-flow-path hole 65, having the external opening sec-
tions 64b and 65b opening to the outside of the housing
41 of the suction throttle valve 2 constitute at least part
of the intake-gas bypass flow path 61. Accordingly, the
intake-gas bypass flow path 61 can be formed by boring
a plurality of holes through the wall section of the housing
41. Accordingly, it is possible to further reduce the fabri-
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cation cost of the intake-gas bypass system 60.
[0067] In addition, according to the present embodi-
ment, the oil-recovery flow path 82 establishing commu-
nication between the recovery groove section 81 (oil stor-
age section) and the suction chamber 28 is provided in
the wall section of the casing 6, the second check valve
83 is arranged in the oil-recovery flow path 82, and the
second check valve 83 is allowed to be inserted and with-
drawn via the sixth external opening section 88b of the
oil-recovery flow path 82 opening to the outside of the
casing 6. Accordingly, the structure of the oil-recovery
system 80 can be made a pipeless structure without im-
pairing advantages of external pipes. Accordingly, there
is no need to be concerned about occurrence of cracks
due to vibrations of the compressor. In addition, as com-
pared with systems of external pipes, the number of parts
can be reduced, and accordingly the cost can be reduced.
Furthermore, the compressor body having a pipeless
structure occupies a smaller space, there is less fear
about possible damages when carrying the compressor,
and the convenience in terms of handling also improves.
[0068] Furthermore, according to the present embod-
iment, the second blocking section 101 is provided be-
tween the recovery-side opening section 88a of the oil-
recovery flow path 82 and the meshing sections of the
male and female rotors 4 and 5, so as to cover the re-
covery-side opening section 88a in a separated state.
Accordingly, seepages, into the oil-recovery flow path
82, of a liquid spouting out through the meshing sections
during an operation of the compressor can be sup-
pressed. Accordingly, since accumulation of a liquid near
the second check valve 83 arranged in the oil-recovery
flow path 82 is suppressed, reverse-flow inhibition fail-
ures of the second check valve 83 can be prevented.
That is, the reliability of the second check valve 83 can
be surely ensured.
[0069] Additionally, according to the present embodi-
ment, the linear fourth recovery-flow-path hole 88 in
which the second check valve 83 is arranged is at least
partially constituted by the large diameter section 95 hav-
ing the sixth external opening section 88b and having a
diameter larger than the diameter of the second check
valve 83, the intermediate diameter section 96 adjacent
to the large diameter section 95 and having a diameter
smaller than the diameter of the large diameter section
95 and larger than the diameter of the second check valve
83, and the small diameter section 97 adjacent to the
intermediate diameter section 96 and having a diameter
smaller than the diameter of the second check valve 83.
Accordingly, in replacement of the second check valve
83, it is easy to position the second check valve 83 in the
fourth recovery-flow-path hole 88, and it is easy to insert
and withdraw the second check valve 83 via the sixth
external opening section 88b. That is, the second check
valve 83 can be replaced very easily.
[0070] In addition, according to the present embodi-
ment, the four (plurality of) linear recovery-flow path
holes, the first recovery-flow-path hole 85, the second

recovery-flow-path hole 86, the third recovery-flow-path
hole 87 and the fourth recovery-flow-path hole 88, having
the external opening sections 85b, 86a, 87a and 88b
opening to the outside of the casing 6 constitute at least
part of the oil-recovery flow path 82. Accordingly, the oil-
recovery flow path 82 can be formed by boring a plurality
of holes through the wall section of the casing 6. Accord-
ingly, it is possible to further reduce the fabrication cost
of the oil-recovery system 80.
[0071] Furthermore, according to the present embod-
iment, the second check valve 83 is arranged at a position
higher than the male rotor 4 and closer to the recovery-
side opening section 88a than to the storage-side open-
ing section 85a in the oil-recovery flow path 82. Accord-
ingly, even if a lubricant having leaked through the shaft
sealing device 12 overflows from the recovery groove
section 81, the second check valve 83 is never affected
by the lubricant having leaked through the shaft sealing
device 12. Accordingly, the reliability of the second check
valve 83 can be ensured.

[Other Embodiments]

[0072] Note that although in the one embodiment men-
tioned above, an example in which the present invention
is applied to a pair of male and female screw rotors is
illustrated, the present invention can also be applied to
a single-rotor or triple-rotor screw compressor.
[0073] In addition, the present invention is not limited
to the present embodiment, and includes various vari-
ants. The embodiment described above is explained in
detail in order to explain the present invention in an easy-
to-understand manner, and embodiments are not nec-
essarily limited to the one including all the configurations
that are explained. For example, some of the configura-
tions of an embodiment can be replaced with configura-
tions of another embodiment, and configurations of an
embodiment can be added to the configurations of an-
other embodiment. In addition, some of the configura-
tions of each embodiment can be subjected to addition,
deletion or replacement of other configurations.
[0074] For example, in the one embodiment mentioned
above, an example of the configuration in which the re-
taining rings 74 and 99 are used for attaching the first
check valve 62 and the second check valve 83 is illus-
trated. In another possible configuration, toothed lock
washers are used instead of the retaining rings 74 and
99. In addition, in another possible configuration, by
threading outer circumference sections of the first check
valve 62 and the second check valve 83, and threading
the inner circumferential surfaces of the flow-path holes
65 and 88 on which the first check valve 62 and the sec-
ond check valve 83 are arranged, the first check valve
and the second check valve are attached removably.
[0075] In addition, in the one embodiment mentioned
above, an example in which the intake-gas bypass flow
path 61 includes two flow-path holes, which are the first
bypass-flow-path hole 64 and the second bypass-flow-
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path hole 65, is illustrated. The intake-gas bypass flow
path 61 can also include three or more flow-path holes
depending on the shape of the wall section of the housing
41 of the suction throttle valve 2. Similarly, an example
in which the oil-recovery flow path 82 includes the four
flow-path holes, which are the first recovery-flow-path
hole 85, the second recovery-flow-path hole 86, the third
recovery-flow-path hole 87 and the fourth recovery-flow-
path hole 88, is illustrated. The oil-recovery flow path 82
can also include any number of a plurality of flow-path
holes depending on the shape of the wall section of the
casing 6.
[0076] In addition, in the one embodiment mentioned
above, an example in which the first check valve 62 is
arranged in the second bypass-flow-path hole 65 of the
intake-gas bypass flow path 61 is illustrated. The ar-
rangement position of the first check valve 62 can be any
position in an area in the intake-gas bypass flow path 61
where accumulation of a liquid spouting out through the
meshing sections of the male and female rotors 4 and 5
does not occur during an operation of the compressor.
Similarly, an example in which the second check valve
83 is arranged in the fourth recovery-flow-path hole 88
of the oil-recovery flow path 82 is illustrated. The arrange-
ment position of the second check valve 83 can be any
position in an area in the oil-recovery flow path 82 where
accumulation of the liquid spouting out through the mesh-
ing sections of the male and female rotors 4 and 5 does
not occur during an operation of the compressor, and the
second check valve 83 is not affected by a lubricant hav-
ing leaked through the shaft sealing device 12.
[0077] In addition, in the one embodiment mentioned
above, an example of the configuration in which the first
blocking section 76 is provided in the suction chamber
28 is illustrated. The first blocking section 76 can be omit-
ted in a case where the intake-gas bypass flow path 61
can be built in the housing 41 at a position where seep-
ages of a liquid spouting out to the suction chamber 28
during an operation of the compressor are less likely.
Similarly, an example of the configuration in which the
second blocking section 101 is provided in the suction
chamber 28 is illustrated. The second blocking section
101 can be omitted in a case where the oil-recovery flow
path 82 can be built in the casing 6 at a position where
seepages of a liquid spouting out to the suction chamber
28 are less likely.

Description of Reference Characters

[0078]

2: Suction throttle valve
4: Male rotor (screw rotor)
5: Female rotor (screw rotor)
6: Casing
9: Shaft section
10: Suction-side bearing (bearing)
12: Shaft sealing device

16: Suction -side bearing (bearing)
27: Suction port
28: Suction chamber
41: Housing
42: Suction flow path
60: Intake-gas bypass system
61: Intake-gas bypass flow path
62: First check valve
64: First bypass-flow-path hole (bypass-flow-path
hole)
64a: Primary-side opening section (first opening sec-
tion)
64b: First external opening section (external opening
section)
65: Second bypass-flow-path hole (bypass-flow-
path hole)
65a: Secondary-side opening section (second open-
ing section)
65b: Second external opening section (third opening
section, external opening section)
70: Large diameter section
71: Intermediate diameter section
72: Small diameter section
76: First blocking section (blocking section)
80: Oil-recovery system
81: Recovery groove section (oil storage section)
82: Oil-recovery flow path
83: Second check valve (check valve)
85: First recovery-flow-path hole (recovery-flow-
path hole)
85a: Storage-side opening section (fourth opening
section, first opening section)
85b: Third external opening section (external open-
ing section)
86: Second recovery-flow-path hole (recovery-flow-
path hole)
86a: Fourth external opening section (external open-
ing section)
87: Third recovery-flow-path hole (recovery-flow-
path hole)
87a: Fifth external opening section (external opening
section)
88: Fourth recovery-flow-path hole (recovery-flow-
path hole)
88a: Recovery-side opening section (fifth opening
section, second opening section)
88b: Sixth external opening section (sixth opening
section, third opening section, external opening sec-
tion)
95: Large diameter section
96: Intermediate diameter section
97: Small diameter section
101: Second blocking section (blocking section)

Claims

1. A liquid-injected screw compressor comprising:
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a screw rotor for compressing a gas;
a bearing that rotatably supports the screw rotor;
a casing that houses the screw rotor and the
bearing, the casing having a suction port for suc-
tioning a gas and a suction chamber connected
to the suction port;
a suction throttle valve installed at the suction
port, the suction throttle valve having a housing
that forms a suction flow path communicating
with the suction port; and
an intake-gas bypass system that establishes
communication between a primary side and a
secondary side of the suction throttle valve,
wherein
the intake-gas bypass system includes

an intake-gas bypass flow path provided in
a wall section of the housing, the intake-gas
bypass flow path having a first opening sec-
tion that opens into the primary side of the
suction throttle valve and a second opening
section that opens into the secondary side
of the suction throttle valve, and
a first check valve arranged in the intake-
gas bypass flow path, the first check valve
being configured to allow a flow from the
primary side to the secondary side of the
suction throttle valve and to inhibit a flow
from the secondary side to the primary side
of the suction throttle valve, and wherein

the intake-gas bypass flow path has a third
opening section that opens to an outside of the
housing and that allows insertion and withdrawal
of the first check valve.

2. The liquid-injected screw compressor according to
claim 1, further comprising
a blocking section provided between the second
opening section of the intake-gas bypass flow path
and the screw rotor so as to cover the second open-
ing section in a separated state.

3. The liquid-injected screw compressor according to
claim 1, wherein
the intake-gas bypass flow path includes a linear by-
pass-flow-path hole in which the first check valve is
arranged and which has the third opening section,
and
the bypass-flow-path hole includes

a large diameter section having the third opening
section, the large diameter section having a di-
ameter larger than a diameter of the first check
valve,
an intermediate diameter section adjacent to the
large diameter section, the intermediate diame-
ter section having a diameter smaller than the

diameter of the large diameter section and larger
than the diameter of the first check valve, and
a small diameter section adjacent to the inter-
mediate diameter section, the small diameter
section having a diameter smaller than the di-
ameter of the first check valve.

4. The liquid-injected screw compressor according to
claim 1, wherein
the intake-gas bypass flow path includes a plurality
of linearly extending bypass-flow-path holes, and
the plurality of bypass-flow-path holes each have an
external opening section that opens to an outside of
the housing.

5. The liquid-injected screw compressor according to
any one of claims 1 to 4, further comprising:

an shaft sealing device that seals a gap between
an shaft section of the screw rotor and the cas-
ing; and
an oil-recovery system that recovers, into the
suction chamber, a lubricant having leaked
through the shaft sealing device, wherein
the oil-recovery system includes:

an oil storage section provided in the casing,
the oil storage section being configured to
temporarily store the lubricant having
leaked through the shaft sealing device;
an oil-recovery flow path provided in the wall
section of the casing, the oil-recovery flow
path having a fourth opening section that
opens into the oil storage section and a fifth
opening section that opens into the suction
chamber, and
a second check valve arranged in the oil-
recovery flow path, the second check valve
being configured to allow a flow from a side
where the oil storage section is located to a
side where the suction chamber is located
and to inhibit a flow from the side where the
suction chamber is located to the side where
the oil storage section is located, and

the oil-recovery flow path has a sixth opening
section that opens to an outside of the casing,
the sixth opening being configured to allow in-
sertion and withdrawal of the second check
valve.

6. A liquid-injected screw compressor comprising:

a screw rotor for compressing a gas;
a bearing that rotatably supports the screw rotor,
and is supplied with a lubricant;
a casing that houses the screw rotor and the
bearing, the casing having a suction port for suc-
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tioning a gas and a suction chamber connected
to the suction port;
an shaft sealing device that seals a gap between
an shaft section of the screw rotor and the cas-
ing; and
an oil-recovery system that recovers, into the
suction chamber, a lubricant having leaked
through the shaft sealing device, wherein
the oil-recovery system includes:

an oil storage section provided in the casing,
the oil storage section being configured to
temporarily store the lubricant having
leaked through the shaft sealing device;
an oil-recovery flow path provided in a wall
section of the casing, the oil-recovery flow
path having a first opening section that
opens into the oil storage section and a sec-
ond opening section that opens into the suc-
tion chamber; and
a check valve arranged in the oil-recovery
flow path, the check valve being configured
to allow a flow from a side where the oil stor-
age section is located to a side where the
suction chamber is located and to inhibit a
flow from the side where the suction cham-
ber is located to the side where the oil stor-
age section is located, and

the oil-recovery flow path has a third opening
section that opens to an outside of the casing,
the third opening being configured to allow in-
sertion and withdrawal of the check valve.

7. The liquid-injected screw compressor according to
claim 6, further comprising
a blocking section provided between the second
opening section of the oil-recovery flow path and the
screw rotor so as to cover the second opening sec-
tion in a separated state.

8. The liquid-injected screw compressor according to
claim 6, wherein
the check valve is arranged at a position which is
higher than the screw rotor, and is closer to the sec-
ond opening section than to the first opening section
in the oil-recovery flow path.

9. The liquid-injected screw compressor according to
claim 6, wherein
the oil-recovery flow path includes a linear recovery-
flow-path hole in which the check valve is arranged
and which has the third opening section, and
the recovery-flow-path hole includes

a large diameter section having the third opening
section, the large diameter section having a di-
ameter larger than a diameter of the check valve,

an intermediate diameter section adjacent to the
large diameter section, the intermediate diame-
ter section having a diameter smaller than the
diameter of the large diameter section and larger
than the diameter of the check valve, and
a small diameter section adjacent to the inter-
mediate diameter section, the small diameter
section having a diameter smaller than the di-
ameter of the check valve.

10. The liquid-injected screw compressor according to
claim 6, wherein
the oil-recovery flow path includes a plurality of lin-
early extending recovery-flow-path holes, and
the plurality of recovery-flow-path holes each have
an external opening section that opens to the outside
of the casing.
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