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(54) WINCH DRUM AND CRANE PROVIDED THEREWITH

(57) An inner face (3S) of a flange (3) of a winch drum
(1) is provided with a rope guide part (5) that guides a
rope portion (R) in a higher layer such that the rope por-
tion (R) in the higher layer crosses a rope portion (R) in
a lower layer in a first crossing section (T1), and a ridge
line (50) of the rope guide part (5) has a shape that is
displaced in a winding rotation direction (D1) with respect
to a baseline (C1) passing through a rotation axis (K) and
an inner edge (50E) of the ridge line (50) as proceeding
from the inner edge (50E) to an outer edge (50F).
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Description

Technical Field

[0001] The present invention relates to a winch drum
for winding a rope used in a crane or the like.

Background Art

[0002] In the related art, the winch drum disclosed in
Patent Literature 1 for example is known as a winch drum
for winding a rope used in a crane or the like.
[0003] The winch drum described in Patent Literature
1 is provided with a winding drum around which a rope
is wound in a plurality of layers, and a pair of flanges
provided on either end of the winding drum in the width
direction. In the winch drum, a rope groove is provided
on the outer circumferential surface of the winding drum.
Also, on the inner face of each flange, a rope guide part
referred to as a rope kick is provided protruding inward.
In such a winch drum, first, the rope of the first layer is
wound neatly by slipping into the rope groove. Addition-
ally, the rope of the second and higher layers is succes-
sively wound on top of the rope of the lower layer.
[0004] Meanwhile, when hoisting a load with the rope,
the diameter of the rope becomes smaller compared to
when a load is not being hoisted. Additionally, the diam-
eter of the rope may also decrease due to factors such
as ordinary wear and tear over time. If the diameter of
the rope becomes smaller compared to the ideal dimen-
sions in this way, problems like the following occur.
[0005] In other words, if the diameter of the rope be-
comes smaller compared to the ideal dimensions, the
gap between the last row of the rope and the inner face
of the flange becomes larger in the second layer for ex-
ample. For this reason, the first row of the rope in the
third layer cannot be positioned directly above the rope
in the lower layer (second layer) when positioned oppo-
site a ridge line of the rope guide part, and instead exists
at a position shifted toward the inner face of the flange.
In this way, in the case where the first row of the rope in
the third layer is in a position shifted toward the inner face
of the flange with respect to the last row of the rope in
the second layer, the first row of rope in the third layer
cannot cross over the rope in the last row of the second
layer at the position where the rope guide part is provided.
Consequently, the first row of rope in the third layer can-
not move to the proper position, that is, the position cross-
ing over the last row of the second layer. As a result, in
the third layer, a large gap may be formed between the
first row of rope and the second row of rope.
[0006] If the rope continues to be wound in the state
in which such a gap has formed, the rope in a higher
layer may fall into a gap like the one described above,
and the winding of the rope may become irregular.

Citation List

Patent Literature

[0007] Patent Literature 1: Japanese Unexamined Util-
ity Model (Registration) Application Publication No.
H6-023995

Summary of Invention

[0008] The present invention has been devised in light
of the above problem, and an object thereof is to provide
a winch drum capable of winding a rope neatly even in
the case where the diameter of the rope is smaller than
the ideal dimensions, as well as a crane provided with
such a winch drum.
[0009] The present invention relates to a winch drum
rotatable about a rotation axis in a winding rotation direc-
tion in which a rope is wound and an opposite direction
of the winding rotation direction. The winch drum includes
a winding drum around which the rope is wound such
that a plurality of rope portions forming the rope are ar-
ranged in a width direction of the winding drum and are
also layered in a plurality of layers in a radial direction of
the winding drum, and a pair of flanges provided on either
end of the winding drum in the width direction. On an
outer circumferential surface of the winding drum, a first
parallel section having a plurality of parallel grooves par-
allel to a circumferential direction of the outer circumfer-
ential surface and lined up in the width direction, a first
crossing section having a plurality of inclined grooves
inclined with respect to the circumferential direction and
lined up in the width direction, a second parallel section
having a plurality of parallel grooves parallel to the cir-
cumferential direction and lined up in the width direction,
and a second crossing section having a plurality of in-
clined grooves inclined with respect to the circumferential
direction and lined up in the width direction are formed
in the above order in the circumferential direction. An
inner face of each of the pair of flanges is provided with
a rope guide part that guides a rope portion in a higher
layer such that the rope portion in the higher layer crosses
a rope portion in a lower layer in the first crossing section.
The rope guide part has a first inclined face that the rope
opposes when the rope is wound, a second inclined face
that the rope opposes when the rope is wound, the sec-
ond inclined face being adjacent to the first inclined face
in the opposite direction of the winding rotation direction,
and a ridge line positioned at a boundary between the
first inclined face and the second inclined face to form
an inner side of each. The first inclined face has an outer
side at a position shifted in the winding rotation direction
with respect to the ridge line, and has a shape that is
inclined with respect to the inner face to be positioned
farther inward in the width direction of the winding drum
as proceeding from the outer side of the first inclined face
to the ridge line. The second inclined face has an outer
side at a position shifted in the opposite direction of the
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winding rotation direction with respect to the ridge line,
and has a shape that is inclined with respect to the inner
face to be positioned farther inward in the width direction
of the winding drum as proceeding from the outer side
of the second inclined face to the ridge line. The ridge
line has an inner edge positioned on the winding drum
side and an outer edge positioned closer to an outer cir-
cumference of the flange than the inner edge. The ridge
line has a shape displaced in the opposite direction of
the winding rotation direction with respect to a baseline
as proceeding from the inner edge to the outer edge, the
baseline being a straight line passing through the rotation
axis and the inner edge.

Brief Description of Drawings

[0010]

FIG. 1 is a side view illustrating a crane according
to an embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating a winch drum
according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 3 is a plan view illustrating a winch drum ac-
cording to a first embodiment of the present inven-
tion.
FIG. 4 is a development view of a winch drum for
explaining the arrangement of rope grooves provid-
ed on the outer circumferential surface of a winding
drum of the winch drum according to the first em-
bodiment.
FIG. 5 is a cross section taken along the line V-V of
the winch drum in FIG. 3.
FIG. 6 is a diagram for explaining features of a rope
guide part provided on a flange of the winch drum
according to the first embodiment, in which the upper
diagram is a cross section illustrating the flange
when viewed in the direction of the arrow at the po-
sition of the line A-A in FIG. 5, and the lower diagram
is a plan view illustrating the flange when viewed in
the direction of the arrow at the position of the line
B-B in FIG. 5.
FIG. 7 is a plan view illustrating a winch drum ac-
cording to the first embodiment, and is a diagram
illustrating a state in which a gap has formed between
the rope and the flange because of a decrease in
the diameter of the rope.
FIG. 8 is a diagrammatic view illustrating how the
rope is arranged at the position P3 in FIG. 7.
FIG. 9 is a cross section illustrating a winch drum
according to a second embodiment of the present
invention.
FIG. 10 is a diagram for explaining features of a rope
guide part provided on a flange of the winch drum
according to the second embodiment, in which the
upper diagram is a cross section illustrating the
flange when viewed in the direction of the arrow at
the position of the line A-A in FIG. 9, and the lower

diagram is a plan view illustrating the flange when
viewed in the direction of the arrow at the position of
the line B-B in FIG. 9.
FIG. 11 is a cross section illustrating a winch drum
according to a third embodiment of the present in-
vention.
FIG. 12 is a diagram for explaining features of a rope
guide part provided on a flange of the winch drum
according to the third embodiment, in which the up-
per diagram is a cross section illustrating the flange
when viewed in the direction of the arrow at the po-
sition of the line A-A in FIG. 11, and the lower diagram
is a plan view illustrating the flange when viewed in
the direction of the arrow at the position of the line
B-B in FIG. 11.
FIG. 13 is a cross section illustrating a winch drum
according to a fourth embodiment of the present in-
vention.
FIG. 14 is a diagram for explaining features of a rope
guide part provided on a flange of the winch drum
according to the fourth embodiment, in which the up-
per diagram is a cross section illustrating the flange
when viewed in the direction of the arrow at the po-
sition of the line A-A in FIG. 13, the middle diagram
is a cross section illustrating the flange when viewed
in the direction of the arrow at the position of the line
B-B in FIG. 13, and the lower diagram is a plan view
illustrating the flange when viewed in the direction
of the arrow at the position of the line C-C in FIG. 13.
FIG. 15 is a plan view illustrating a winch drum ac-
cording to a comparative example.
FIG. 16 is a cross section taken along the line XVI-
XVI in FIG. 15.
FIG. 17 is a cross section illustrating the flange when
viewed in the direction of the arrow at the position of
the line A-A in FIG. 16.
FIG. 18 is a diagrammatic view illustrating how the
rope is arranged at the position PI in FIG. 15.
FIG. 19 is a diagrammatic view illustrating how the
rope is arranged at the position P2 in FIG. 15.
FIG. 20 is a diagrammatic view illustrating how the
rope is arranged at the position P3 in FIG. 15.
FIG. 21 is a plan view illustrating a winch drum ac-
cording to a comparative embodiment, and is a dia-
gram illustrating a state in which a gap has formed
between the rope and the flange because of a de-
crease in the diameter of the rope.
FIG. 22 is a diagrammatic view illustrating how the
rope is arranged at the position P2 in FIG. 21.
FIG. 23 is a diagrammatic view illustrating how the
rope is arranged at the position P3 in FIG. 21.

Description of Embodiments

[0011] Hereinafter, embodiments of the present inven-
tion will be described in detail on the basis of the draw-
ings.
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[Crane]

[0012] FIG. 1 is a side view illustrating a diagram of a
crane 100 according to an embodiment of the present
invention. As illustrated in FIG. 1, a crane 100 includes
an automotive lower travelling body 101 and an upper
slewing body 102 disposed on the lower travelling body
101.
[0013] The upper slewing body 102 includes a slewing
frame 103 capable of slewing about a vertical axis on the
lower travelling body 101, a boom 104 attached to a front
part of the slewing frame 103 to allow the boom 104 to
be raised and lowered, a hook 105 suspended from the
front end of the boom 104 through a rope R (wire rope),
and a winch device 107.
[0014] The winch device 107 is a device that causes
the hook 105 to perform raising and lowering motions for
hoisting work by winding or feeding the rope R joined to
the hook 105. The winch device 107 includes a winch
drum 1, and a driving source not illustrated such as a
hydraulic motor and a speed reducer. The winch device
107 is placed, for example, behind the part where the
boom 104 is attached to the slewing frame 103.
[0015] FIG. 2 is a perspective view illustrating the
winch drum 1 according to an embodiment of the present
invention. As illustrated in FIG. 2, the winch drum 1 in-
cludes a winding drum 2 around which the rope R is
wound in a plurality of layers, and a pair of flanges 3 (first
flange 3A and second flange 3B) provided on either end
of the winding drum 2 in a width direction W (the direction
parallel to the axial direction of a rotation axis K illustrated
in FIG. 3). The winch drum 1 rotates about the rotation
axis K by the driving source to wind or feed the rope R.
The winch drum 1 is supported by the slewing frame 103
such that the machine width direction of the crane 100
and the rotation axis K are aligned.
[0016] The rope R is drawn out from the winding drum
2, passes the front end of the boom 104, and hangs down
from the front end of the boom 104 with the hook 105
suspended thereon. By rotating in a winding rotation di-
rection D1 that is one of the rotation directions about the
rotation axis K, the winch drum 1 winds the rope R around
the winding drum 2, thereby raising the hook 105. Also,
by rotating in an opposite direction D2 (feeding rotation
direction D2) that is the opposite of the winding rotation
direction D1, the winch drum 1 feeds the rope R, thereby
lowering the hook 105.

[Winch drum]

[0017] Hereinafter, the winch drum 1 according to the
first to fourth embodiments of the present invention will
be described in detail, but first, a winch drum according
to a comparative example and associated problems will
be described.
[0018] As illustrated in FIG. 15, a winch drum according
to a comparative example includes a winding drum 202
around which a rope R is wound in a plurality of layers,

and a pair of flanges 203 (first flange 203A and second
flange 203B) provided on either end of the winding drum
202 in the width direction. In the winch drum, a rope
groove 204 is provided on the outer circumferential sur-
face of the winding drum 202.
[0019] Also, as illustrated in FIGS. 15, 16, and 17, on
an inner face 203S of each flange 203, a rope guide part
205 referred to as a rope kick is provided protruding in-
ward. FIG. 18 is a diagrammatic view illustrating how the
rope is arranged at the position PI in FIG. 15, FIG. 19 is
a diagrammatic view illustrating how the rope is arranged
at the position P2 in FIG. 15, and FIG. 20 is a diagram-
matic view illustrating how the rope is arranged at the
position P3 in FIG. 15.
[0020] In FIG. 19, L1 is the inner face-to-face dimen-
sion (guide-to-guide dimension) between the first flange
203A and the second flange 203B, and indicates the
guide-to-guide dimension in the portion where a ridge
line 250 of a first rope guide part 205A and a ridge line
250 of a second rope guide part 205B exist. The guide-
to-guide dimension L1 is set to a dimension determined
by multiplying the number of rows of the rope portion in
each layer by the rope diameter. Consequently, in the
portion where the ridge lines 250 of the rope guide parts
205 exist, the rope R is in a state in which the rope portions
in higher and lower layers overlap each other vertically,
as illustrated in FIG. 19. On the other hand, as illustrated
in FIGS. 18 and 20, in the portions other than the rope
guide parts 205, the rope R is in a state in which the
higher-layer rope portion is positioned in the valley be-
tween two adjacent lower-layer rope portions.
[0021] In such a winch drum, first, of the rope R, rope
portions R1 to R5 in a first layer are neatly wound by
slipping into the rope groove 204. Thereafter, a rope por-
tion R6 in the first row of a second layer moves from a
position closer to the flange 203B than the rope portion
R5 in the first layer as illustrated in FIG. 18 and is guided
by the rope guide part 205B to move directly above the
rope portion R5 as illustrated in FIG. 19, and is further-
more guided by the rope guide part 205B to move directly
above the valley formed by the rope portion R4 and the
rope portion R5 in the first layer as illustrated in FIG. 20.
With this arrangement, rope portions R6 to R10 in the
second layer are neatly wound. Thereafter, a rope portion
R11 in the first row of a third layer is guided by the rope
guide part 205A similarly to the case of the rope portion
R6, and moves from the position illustrated in FIG. 18 to
the position illustrated in FIG. 20, or in other words, to
directly above the valley formed by the rope portion R9
and the rope portion R10 in the second layer.
[0022] In the specification and the drawings, each of
the rope portions R1 to R12 forms part of the single con-
tinuous rope R. Also, in the drawings, as illustrated in
FIG. 18 for example, the numeral "1" is written inside the
circle representing the rope portion R1 positioned in the
first row of the first layer, and the numeral "2" is written
inside the circle representing the rope portion R2 posi-
tioned in the adjacent second row. Also, as illustrated in
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FIG. 18 for example, the first layer contains the rope por-
tion R1 positioned in the first row to the rope portion R5
positioned in the last row (in FIG. 18, the fifth row) of the
first layer. The second layer contains the rope portion R6
positioned in the first row to the rope portion R10 posi-
tioned in the last row (in FIG. 18, the fifth row) of the
second layer. Similarly, each of the third and higher layers
contains the rope portion positioned in the first row to the
rope portion positioned in the last row of the layer. The
same applies to FIGS. 3, 7, and 8 described later.
[0023] Meanwhile, when hoisting a load with the rope
R, the diameter of the rope R becomes smaller compared
to when a load is not being hoisted. Additionally, the di-
ameter of the rope R may also decrease due to factors
such as ordinary wear and tear over time. Furthermore,
in some cases, the dimension obtained by multiplying
the diameter of the rope R by the number of rows of rope
is relatively smaller than the guide-to-guide dimension
L1 because of factors such as the dimensional tolerance
of the winch drum and the dimensional tolerance of the
rope. If the diameter of the rope R becomes smaller com-
pared to the ideal dimensions in this way, problems like
the following occur.
[0024] In other words, if the diameter of the rope R
becomes smaller compared to the ideal dimensions, as
illustrated in FIGS. 21 and 22, the rope portions R6 to
R10 in the second layer for example become positioned
closer to the flange 203B compared to the ideal state
illustrated in FIG. 15. As a result, a gap G1 between the
rope portion R10 in the last row (fifth row) of the second
layer and the flange 203A increases. For this reason,
when the rope portion R11 in the first row of the third
layer is positioned opposite the ridge line 250 of the rope
guide part 205 as illustrated in FIGS. 21 and 22, the rope
portion R11 cannot be positioned directly above the rope
portion R10 in the lower layer (second layer), and instead
exists at a position shifted toward the flange 203A. As
illustrated in FIG. 22, in the case where the rope portion
R11 is at a position shifted toward the flange 203A with
respect to the rope portion R10, the guiding effect of the
rope guide part 205A is not adequately obtained, and the
rope portion R11 in the third layer cannot cross over the
rope portion R10 in the second layer inwardly in the width
direction. Consequently, the rope portion R11 in the third
layer cannot move to the proper position (the position
illustrated in FIG. 20), or in other words, the position di-
rectly above the valley formed by the rope portion R9 and
the rope portion RIO in the second layer. As a result, as
illustrated in FIG. 23, in the third layer, a large gap G2
may be formed between the rope portion R11 in the first
row and the rope portion R12 in the second row.
[0025] If the rope R continues to be wound in the state
in which such a gap G2 has formed, the rope portion R
in a higher layer may fall into the gap G2 described above,
and the winding of the rope may become irregular. Also,
when the rope portion R11 in the first row of the third
layer moves from the position illustrated in FIG. 21 to a
position like the one illustrated in FIG. 15, an extremely

loud noise may be produced. Specifically, an extremely
loud noise may be produced when a force imparted to
the rope portion R11 in the first row of the third layer
causes the rope portion R11 to move from the position
not directly above the rope portion R10 in the last row of
the second layer but shifted toward the flange 203A (the
position illustrated in FIG. 21) to the position crossing
over the rope portion R10 in the last row toward the rope
portion R9 of the second layer (the position illustrated in
FIG. 15, or in other words, the position of the valley
formed by the rope portion R9 and the rope portion R10).

[First embodiment]

[0026] FIG. 3 is a plan view illustrating the winch drum
1 according to a first embodiment of the present inven-
tion. FIG. 4 is a development view of the winch drum 1
for explaining the arrangement of a rope groove 4 of the
winch drum 1 according to the first embodiment. The
winch drum 1 according to the present embodiment is
what is referred to as a lebus type winch drum. The wind-
ing drum 2 is the member around which the rope R is
wound, and in the winding drum 2, the plurality of rope
portions forming the rope R are arranged in the width
direction W of the winding drum 2 and also stacked in a
plurality of layers in the radial direction of the winding
drum 2. As illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4, in the winch drum
1, a rope groove 4 is provided on an outer circumferential
surface 20 of the winding drum 2. Of the rope R, the rope
portions R1 to R5 in the first layer are neatly wound by
slipping into the rope groove 4.
[0027] As illustrated in FIG. 4, the rope groove 4 in-
cludes a plurality of first parallel grooves 4S1 provided
in a first parallel section S1 and lined up in the width
direction W, a plurality of first inclined grooves 4T1 pro-
vided in a first crossing section T1 and lined up in the
width direction W, a plurality of second parallel grooves
4S2 provided in a second parallel section S2 and lined
up in the width direction W, and a plurality of second
inclined grooves 4T2 provided in a second crossing sec-
tion T2 and lined up in the width direction W. The first
parallel section S1, the first crossing section T1, the sec-
ond parallel section S2, and the second crossing section
T2 are lined up the above order in the circumferential
direction on the outer circumferential surface 20 of the
winding drum 2.
[0028] The plurality of first parallel grooves 4S1 in the
first parallel section S1 and the plurality of second parallel
grooves 4S2 in the second parallel section S2 are
grooves parallel to the circumferential direction of the out-
er circumferential surface 20 of the winding drum 2. The
plurality of first inclined grooves 4T1 in the first crossing
section T1 and the plurality of second inclined grooves
4T2 in the second crossing section T2 are grooves in-
clined with respect to the circumferential direction of the
outer circumferential surface 20 of the winding drum 2.
The plurality of inclined grooves 4T1 and 4T2 in the cross-
ing sections T1 and T2 are inclined in the same direction.
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[0029] Specifically, in the development view of FIG. 4,
the region indicated by the chain line Z at the upper edge
and the region indicating by the chain line Z at the lower
edge are joined to each other in the actual winding drum
2 of the winch drum 1, and are the same position on the
outer circumferential surface 20 of the winding drum 2.
The first parallel groove 4S1 indicated by the arrow AL1
in the upper right of FIG. 4 is a parallel groove positioned
in the first row of the first parallel section S1, and the first
parallel groove 4S1 indicated by the arrow AL2 in the
lower right of FIG. 4 is similarly a parallel groove posi-
tioned in the first row of the first parallel section S1. Also,
the first parallel groove 4S1 indicated by the arrow AL6
in the upper right of FIG. 4 is a parallel groove positioned
in the second row of the first parallel section S1, and the
first parallel groove 4S1 indicated by the arrow AL7 in
the lower right of FIG. 4 is similarly a parallel groove po-
sitioned in the second row of the first parallel section S1.
[0030] The plurality of first parallel grooves 4S1 illus-
trated in the lower part of the development view of FIG.
4 are respectively connected to the plurality of first in-
clined grooves 4T1 illustrated above in the diagram. The
plurality of first inclined grooves 4T1 are respectively con-
nected to the plurality of second parallel grooves 4S2
illustrated above in the diagram. The plurality of second
parallel grooves 4S2 are respectively connected to the
plurality of second inclined grooves 4T2 illustrated above
in the diagram. The second inclined grooves 4T2 are
respectively connected to the plurality of first parallel
grooves 4S1 illustrated above in the diagram. In this way,
by joining adjacent grooves to each other in the circum-
ferential direction, the plurality of first parallel grooves
4S1, the plurality of first inclined grooves 4T1, the plurality
of second parallel grooves 4S2, and the plurality of sec-
ond inclined grooves 4T2 form a single continuous rope
groove 4.
[0031] In the case where the winding start position of
the rope R is set to the first parallel groove 4S1 indicated
by the arrow AL1 in the upper right for example, the rope
R enters the first parallel groove 4S1 and is wound along
the arrow AL1, and upon reaching the position indicated
by the chain line Z at the upper edge of FIG. 4, enters
the first parallel groove 4S1 indicated by the arrow AL2
in the lower right and is wound along the arrow AL2. After
that, the rope R is further wound by entering the grooves
in the order of the first inclined groove 4T1 in the first
crossing section T1 indicated by the arrow AL3, the sec-
ond parallel groove 4S2 in the second parallel section
S2 indicated by the arrow AL4, the second inclined
groove 4T2 in the second crossing section T2 indicated
by the arrow AL5, and the first parallel groove 4S1 in the
first parallel section S1 indicated by the arrows AL6 and
AL7. Thereafter, the rope R similarly enters the single
continuous rope groove 4 and is wound.
[0032] More specifically, when the rope R is wound
around the winding drum 2, the plurality of first inclined
grooves 4T1 in the first crossing section T1 function as
follows. Namely, by having each the rope portions R1 to

R5 in the first layer slip into the corresponding first in-
clined grooves 4T1, the position of each of the rope por-
tions R1 to R5 is moved toward the flange 3B by 1/2 pitch
(approximately the radius of the rope R). Similarly, when
the rope R is wound around the winding drum 2, the plu-
rality of second inclined grooves 4T2 in the second cross-
ing section T2 function as follows. Namely, by having
each the rope portions R1 to R5 in the first layer slip into
the corresponding second inclined grooves 4T2, the po-
sition of each of the rope portions R1 to R5 is moved
toward the flange 3B by 1/2 pitch (approximately the ra-
dius of the rope R). Consequently, by having the rope R
complete a full revolution around the winding drum 2, the
position of the rope R moves toward the flange 3B by 1
pitch (approximately the diameter of the rope R).
[0033] Also, as illustrated in FIG. 4, a last row 4E in
the second crossing section T2 is configured such that
when the rope R is wound, the width of the rope groove
4 decreases from 1 pitch to 1/2 pitch. Consequently, the
rope R that had slipped into the rope groove 4 in the last
row 4E of the first layer slips out of the rope groove 4 in
the last row 4E and is pushed up into the first row of the
second layer.
[0034] When viewed from a plan view as illustrated in
FIG. 3, the rope portion in a higher layer (for example,
the rope portion R12 in the third layer in FIGS. 3 and 8)
is parallel to the two adjacent rope portions in the lower
layer below the rope portion R12 (for example, the rope
portion R9 and the rope portion R10 in the second layer
in FIG. 3) in the first parallel section S1 illustrated in FIG.
4, and as illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 8, is positioned directly
above the valley formed by these rope portions R9 and
R10. Also, when viewed from a plan view as illustrated
in FIG. 3, the rope portion in a higher layer (for example,
the rope portion R12 in the third layer in FIGS. 3 and 8)
is parallel to the two adjacent rope portions in the lower
layer below the rope portion R12 (for example, the rope
portion R8 and the rope portion R9 in the second layer
in FIG. 3) in the second parallel section S2 illustrated in
FIG. 4, and as illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 8, is positioned
directly above the valley formed by these rope portions
R8 and R9. In other words, in the first parallel section S1
and the second parallel section S2, the rope portion R in
a higher layer is at a position shifted in the width direction
W by 1/2 pitch with respect to the rope portions R in a
lower layer directly below.
[0035] When viewed from a plan view as illustrated in
FIG. 3, the rope portion in a higher layer (for example,
the rope portion R12 in the third layer in FIG. 3) crosses
a rope portion in the lower layer below the rope portion
R12 (for example, the rope portion R9 in the second layer
in FIG. 3) in the first crossing section T1 illustrated in FIG.
4. Similarly, when viewed from a plan view, a rope portion
in a higher layer crosses a rope portion in a lower layer
in the second crossing section T2 illustrated in FIG. 4.
[0036] The first parallel section S1 is provided in a re-
gion occupying 1/3 of the outer circumferential surface
20 of the winding drum 2 in the circumferential direction.
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The second parallel section S2 is provided in a region
occupying another 1/3 of the outer circumferential sur-
face 20 of the winding drum 2 in the circumferential di-
rection. The first crossing section T1 is provided in a re-
gion occupying 1/6 of the outer circumferential surface
20 of the winding drum 2 in the circumferential direction.
The second crossing section T2 is provided in a region
occupying another 1/6 of the outer circumferential sur-
face 20 of the winding drum 2 in the circumferential di-
rection.
[0037] In other words, in a cross section perpendicular
to the rotation axis K in the outer circumferential surface
20 of the winding drum 2, the central angle joining both
ends in the circumferential direction of the first parallel
section S1 to the rotation axis K is 120 degrees, and the
central angle joining both ends in the circumferential di-
rection of the second parallel section S2 to the rotation
axis K is 120 degrees. Also, the central angle joining both
ends in the circumferential direction of the first crossing
section T1 to the rotation axis K is 60 degrees, and the
central angle joining both ends in the circumferential di-
rection of the second crossing section T2 to the rotation
axis K is 60 degrees. However, the ranges over which
the parallel sections S1 and S2 and the crossing sections
T1 and T2 are provided are not limited to the specific
example above.
[0038] As illustrated in FIG. 3, in the winch drum 1, on
the inner face 3S (inward surface) of the first flange 3A,
a rope guide part 5 (first rope guide part 5A) referred to
as a rope kick is provided projecting inward, that is, to-
ward the second flange 3B. On the inner face 3S (inward
surface) of the second flange 3B, a similar rope guide
part 5 (second rope guide part 5B) is provided projecting
inward, that is, toward the first flange 3A. The cross sec-
tion of each rope guide part 5 presents a triangular shape
as illustrated in FIG. 6 for example. As illustrated in FIG.
4, the rope guide part 5 is provided only in the first cross-
ing section T1, and is not provided in the second crossing
section T2, the first parallel section S1, and the second
parallel section S2.
[0039] The first rope guide part 5A and the second rope
guide part 5B are formed to have plane symmetry with
respect to a plane positioned centrally between the first
flange 3A and the second flange 3B and also perpendic-
ular to the rotation axis K. The first rope guide part 5A
and the second rope guide part 5B are provided at posi-
tions facing opposite each other in the width direction W.
Consequently, in the following, the first rope guide part
5A mainly will be described.
[0040] FIG. 5 is a cross section taken along the line V-
V of the winch drum 1 in FIG. 3. FIG. 6 is a diagram for
explaining features of a rope guide part 5 provided on a
flange 3 of the winch drum 1 according to the first em-
bodiment. The upper diagram in FIG. 6 is a cross section
illustrating the flange 3 when viewed in the direction of
the arrow at the position of the line A-A in FIG. 5, and the
lower diagram in FIG. 6 is a plan view illustrating the
flange 3 when viewed in the direction of the arrow at the

position of the line B-B in FIG. 5.
[0041] As illustrated in FIG. 5, the rope guide part 5 is
provided continuously from the outer circumferential sur-
face 20 of the winding drum 2 to the outer circumference
30 of the flange 3. However, it is sufficient to provide the
rope guide part 5 at a position where the rope R exists
when the rope R is wound in a plurality of layers. Con-
sequently, the rope guide part 5 may also be provided
only between a position farther radially outward than the
outer circumferential surface 20 of the winding drum 2
and a position farther radially inward than an outer cir-
cumference 30 of the flange 3.
[0042] As illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 5, the rope guide
part 5 includes a first inclined face 51 and a second in-
clined face 52. The first inclined face 51 and the second
inclined face 52 are arranged in the circumferential di-
rection. The inner sides of the first inclined face 51 and
the second inclined face 52 are connected to each other
at a ridge line 50. The first inclined face 51 exists in the
winding rotation direction D1 from the ridge line 50, while
the second inclined face 52 exists in the opposite direc-
tion D2 of the winding rotation direction D1 from the ridge
line 50. The first inclined face 51 is a face that opposes
the rope R when winding the rope R. The second inclined
face 52 is a face adjacent to the first inclined face 51 in
the opposite direction D2 of the winding rotation direction
D1, and opposes the rope R later than the first inclined
face 51 when winding the rope R.
[0043] The first inclined face 51 has an outer side 53
at a position shifted in the winding rotation direction D1
from the ridge line 50. The outer side 53 has an inner
edge 53E positioned near the outer circumferential sur-
face 20 of the winding drum 2 and an outer edge 53F
positioned closer to the outer circumference 30 of the
flange 3 than the inner edge 53E. The outer side 53 lies
on the same plane as the inner face 3S of the flange 3.
The inner face 3S of the flange 3 is parallel to the plane
perpendicular to the rotation axis K. On the other hand,
the first inclined face 51 is inclined with respect to the
plane perpendicular to the rotation axis K. Specifically,
the first inclined face 51 on the first rope guide part 5A
of the first flange 3A is inclined with respect to the inner
face 3S of the flange 3 (the plane perpendicular to the
rotation axis K) to be positioned farther inward in the width
direction W of the winding drum 2 (toward the second
flange 3B) as proceeding from the outer side 53 to the
ridge line 50. The first inclined face 51 on the second
rope guide part 5B is inclined with respect to the inner
face 3S of the flange 3 (the plane perpendicular to the
rotation axis K) to be positioned farther inward in the width
direction W of the winding drum 2 (toward the first flange
3A) as proceeding from the outer side 53 to the ridge line
50.
[0044] The second inclined face 52 has an outer side
54 at a position shifted in the opposite direction D2 of the
winding rotation direction D1 from the ridge line 50. The
outer side 54 of the second inclined face 52 has an inner
edge 54E positioned near the outer circumferential sur-
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face 20 of the winding drum 2 and an outer edge 54F
positioned closer to the outer circumference 30 of the
flange 3 than the inner edge 54E. The outer side 54 lies
on the same plane as the inner face 3S of the flange 3.
[0045] The second inclined face 52 is inclined with re-
spect to the plane perpendicular to the rotation axis K.
Specifically, the second inclined face 52 on the first rope
guide part 5A of the first flange 3A is inclined with respect
to the inner face 3S of the flange 3 (the plane perpendic-
ular to the rotation axis K) to be positioned farther inward
in the width direction W of the winding drum 2 (toward
the second flange 3B) as proceeding from the outer side
54 to the ridge line 50. The second inclined face 52 on
the second rope guide part 5B of the second flange 3B
is inclined with respect to the inner face 3S of the flange
3 (the plane perpendicular to the rotation axis K) to be
positioned farther inward in the width direction W of the
winding drum 2 (toward the first flange 3A) as proceeding
from the outer side 54 to the ridge line 50.
[0046] The ridge line 50 extends between the outer
circumferential surface 20 of the winding drum 2 and the
outer circumference 30 of the flange 3, from a position
closer to the outer circumferential surface 20 of the wind-
ing drum 2 than the outer circumference 30 of the flange
3 to a position closer to the outer circumference 30 of the
flange 3 than the outer circumferential surface 20 of the
winding drum 2. In the specific example illustrated in FIG.
5, the ridge line 50 is provided from the outer circumfer-
ential surface 20 of the winding drum 2 to the outer cir-
cumference 30 of the flange 3. However, it is sufficient
to provide the ridge line 50 at a position where the rope
R exists when the rope R is wound in a plurality of layers,
and the ridge line 50 does not necessarily have to be
provided out to the position of the outer circumference
30 of the flange 3.
[0047] The ridge line 50 has an inner edge 50E near
the outer circumferential surface 20 of the winding drum
2 and an outer edge 50F near the outer circumference
30 of the flange 3. Herein, the chain line C1 illustrated in
FIG. 5 is a straight line passing through the rotation axis
K and the inner edge 50E of the ridge line 50, and parallel
to the radial direction of the winch drum 1. The chain line
C1 is hereinafter referred to as the baseline C1. Also, as
illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 5, in the first embodiment, the
baseline C1 is a straight line passing through the center
of the first crossing section T1 in the circumferential di-
rection of the winding drum 2.
[0048] The ridge line 50 has a shape that is displaced
in the opposite direction D2 of the winding rotation direc-
tion D1 with respect to the baseline C1 as proceeding
from the inner edge 50E to the outer edge 50F. In the
first embodiment illustrated in FIG. 5, the ridge line 50 is
a straight line.
[0049] As illustrated in FIG. 5, an inclination angle θ1
of the ridge line 50 with respect to the baseline C1 when
viewing the flange 3A in the direction of the rotation axis
K is not limited, but is preferably in the range from 10° to
20°, more preferably in the range from 12° to 18°, and

even more preferably in the range from 14° to 16°. In the
case where the inclination angle θ1 is less than 10°, the
effect of improving the winding state of the rope R when
the diameter of the rope R has decreased may be inad-
equate. On the other hand, in the case where the incli-
nation angle θ1 exceeds 20°, variations in the timing
when the ridge line 50 of the rope guide part 5 pushes
the rope R may be too large.
[0050] The first inclined face 51 may be a flat face, a
curved face, or a combination of the two. Similarly, the
second inclined face 52 may be a flat face, a curved face,
or a combination of the two. Each rope guide part 5 may
have only the single ridge line 50 and no multiple ridge
lines. The ridge line 50 is provided only in the opposite
direction D2 of the winding rotation direction D1 with re-
spect to the baseline C1.
[0051] In the first embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 5
and 6, the outer side 53 of the first inclined face 51 is a
straight line at a position shifted in the winding rotation
direction D1 from the baseline C1 and parallel to the
baseline C1. Also, the outer side 54 of the second inclined
face 52 is a straight line at a position shifted in the oppo-
site direction D2 of the winding rotation direction D1 from
the baseline C1 and parallel to the baseline C1. When
viewing the flange 3 in the direction of the rotation axis
K illustrated in FIG. 5, the baseline C1 is positioned cen-
trally between the outer side 53 of the first inclined face
51 and the outer side 54 of the second inclined face 52.
[0052] In FIG. 3, L1 is the inner face-to-face dimension
(guide-to-guide dimension) between the first flange 3A
and the second flange 3B. Specifically, L1 indicates the
guide-to-guide dimension in the portion where a ridge
line 50 of a first rope guide part 5A and a ridge line 50 of
a second rope guide part 5B exist. The guide-to-guide
dimension L1 is set to a dimension determined by multi-
plying the number of rows of the rope in each layer by
the rope diameter. Consequently, in the portion where
the ridge lines 50 of the rope guide parts 5 exist, the rope
R is in a state in which the ropes in higher and lower
layers almost overlap each other vertically, as illustrated
in FIG. 3, while in the portion where the rope R corre-
sponds to the first parallel section S1 and the second
parallel section S2, the higher-layer rope is positioned in
the valley between formed by the lower-layer rope.
[0053] FIG. 3 illustrates a case where the diameter of
the rope R is the ideal dimension as designed like the
above. In such a case, the rope R is wound around the
winch drum 1 as follows. First, of the rope R, the rope
portions R1 to R5 in the first layer are neatly wound by
slipping into the rope groove 4. Thereafter, the rope por-
tion R6 in the first row of the second layer moves from a
position closer to the flange 3B than the rope portion R5
in the first layer and is guided by the rope guide part 5B
to move directly above the rope portion R5, and is fur-
thermore guided by the rope guide part 5B to move di-
rectly above the valley formed by the rope portion R4
(not illustrated in FIG. 3) and the rope portion R5 in the
first layer. With this arrangement, rope portions R6 to
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R10 in the second layer are neatly wound. Thereafter,
the rope portion R11 in the first row of the third layer is
guided by the rope guide part 5A similarly to the case of
the rope portion R6, and moves directly above the valley
formed by the rope portion R9 and the rope portion R10
in the second layer. With this arrangement, rope portions
R11 to R15 in the third layer are neatly wound.
[0054] FIG. 7 is a plan view illustrating the winch drum
1 according to the first embodiment. FIG. 7 is a diagram
illustrating a state in which the gap G1 has formed be-
tween the rope R and the flange 3A because of a de-
crease in the diameter of the rope R. Compared to the
case where the diameter of the rope R is the ideal dimen-
sion as illustrated in FIG. 3, if the diameter of the rope R
becomes smaller as illustrated in FIG. 7, the rope portions
R6 to R10 in the second layer for example are positioned
nearer the flange 3B. As a result, the gap G1 between
the rope portion R10 in the last row (fifth row) of the sec-
ond layer and the flange 3A increases.
[0055] For this reason, in the hypothetical case where
the ridge line 250 of the rope guide part 205 lies on a
straight line passing through the rotation axis K and par-
allel to the radial direction of the winch drum 1 like the
winch drum according to the comparative example illus-
trated in FIG. 16, or in other words, in the case where
the ridge line 250 is positioned on the baseline C1, as
illustrated in FIGS. 21 and 22, the rope portion R11 in
the first row of the third layer cannot be positioned directly
above the rope portion R10 in the lower layer (second
layer) even at the position opposing the ridge line 250 of
the rope guide part 205, and exists at a position shifted
toward the flange 203A. As a result, as illustrated in FIG.
23, the large gap G2 is formed between the rope portion
R11 in the first row and the rope portion R12 in the second
row of the third layer.
[0056] On the other hand, in the first embodiment, as
illustrated in FIG. 5, the ridge line 50 of the rope guide
part 5 has a shape that is displaced in the opposite di-
rection D2 of the winding rotation direction D1 with re-
spect to the baseline C1 as proceeding from the inner
edge 50E to the outer edge 50F of the ridge line 50. Con-
sequently, as illustrated in FIG. 7, even if the gap G1
between the rope portion R10 in the last row of the second
layer and the flange 3A becomes large, the rope portion
R11 in the first row of the third layer can be positioned
substantially above the rope portion R10 in the lower lay-
er at the position corresponding to the ridge line 50 of
the rope guide part 5. The reason is that in the first cross-
ing section T1 in the lebus type winch drum 1, the rope
portion R10 in the lower layer is disposed to approach
the inner face 3S of the first flange 3A as proceeding from
a position near the outer side 53 of the first inclined face
51 toward the outer side 54 of the second inclined face 52.
[0057] Consequently, in the first embodiment, because
the guiding effect provided by the rope guide part 5A can
be effectively obtained, as illustrated in FIG. 7, the rope
portion R11 in the first row of the third layer can cross
over the rope portion R10 in the second layer inwardly

in the width direction W and move directly above the val-
ley formed by the rope portion R9 and the rope portion
R10 in the second layer. With this arrangement, even in
the case where the diameter of the rope R becomes
smaller compared to the ideal dimension, it is possible
to suppress the occurrence of problems such as the for-
mation of a large gap G2 between the rope portion R11
in the first row and the rope portion R12 in the second
row of the third layer like the winch drum according to
the comparative example illustrated in FIG. 23.
[0058] Also, another reason why the ridge line 50 is
inclined with respect to the baseline C1 as illustrated in
FIG. 5 in the first embodiment is to address problems like
the following. Namely, the decrease in the diameter of
the rope R compared to the ideal dimension causes a
problem in which, among the plurality of layers formed
by the rope R wound around the winding drum 2, the gap
G1 between the rope R and the flange 3 cumulatively
increases in the layers positioned farther radially out-
ward. In other words, in the lebus type winch drum 1, the
rope portion R in higher layer is basically wound by using
the valley between two adjacent rope portions R in a low-
er layer as rail. For this reason, the arrangement state of
the rope portion R in higher layer is influenced to some
degree by the arrangement state of the rope portions R
in lower layer. Consequently, if an arrangement state is
formed whereby the gap G1 is formed between the rope
portion R in the last row of a certain layer and the inner
face 3S of the flange 3, the arrangement in the higher
layer is influenced by the arrangement state in the lower
layer, and the arrangement in the next higher layer is
influenced by the arrangement in the two lower layers.
In this way, there is a tendency for the gap between the
rope portion R in the last row and the inner face 3S of
the flange 3 to accumulate in layers positioned farther
radially outward of the winding drum 2 among the plurality
of layers. Consequently, there is a tendency for the gap
G1 between the rope portion R in the last row and the
inner face 3S of the flange 3 to increase in layers posi-
tioned farther radially outward.
[0059] To address such a problem of the accumulation
of the gap G1, the present embodiment adopts a config-
uration in which the ridge line 50 has a shape that is
displaced in the opposite direction D2 of the winding ro-
tation direction D1 with respect to the baseline C1 as
proceeding from the inner edge 50E to the outer edge
50F. With this arrangement, the distance by which the
ridge line 50 of the rope guide part 5 diverges from the
baseline C1 in the opposite direction D2 of the winding
rotation direction D1 increases as proceeding radially
outward. Consequently, even in the case where the gap
G1 between the rope portion R in the last row and the
inner face 3S of the flange 3 cumulatively increases in
layers positioned farther radially outward among the plu-
rality of layers, the distance described above can be in-
creased according to the cumulative size of the gap G1.
With this arrangement, even in a layer positioned radially
outward where the gap G1 is increased, the rope portion
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R in the first row crosses over the rope portion R in the
last row of the lower layer inwardly in the width direction
W and is disposed in the proper position, and the rope
R can be neatly wound. As a result, in the first embodi-
ment, the rope R can be neatly wound as illustrated in
FIG. 8.

[Second embodiment]

[0060] FIG. 9 is a cross section illustrating the winch
drum 1 according to the second embodiment of the
present invention. FIG. 10 is a diagram for explaining
features of a rope guide part 5 provided on a flange 3 of
the winch drum 1 according to the second embodiment.
The upper diagram in FIG. 10 is a cross section illustrat-
ing the flange when viewed in the direction of the arrow
at the position of the line A-A in FIG. 9, and the lower
diagram in FIG. 10 is a plan view illustrating the flange
when viewed in the direction of the arrow at the position
of the line B-B in FIG. 9.
[0061] In the winch drum 1 according to the second
embodiment, the configuration of the rope guide part 5
is different from the first embodiment, but otherwise the
configuration is similar to the first embodiment. Conse-
quently, in the following description, the parts of the con-
figuration that differ from the first embodiment discussed
above will be described mainly, and a description will be
omitted for parts of the configuration that are similar to
the first embodiment.
[0062] As illustrated in FIGS. 9 and 10, in the rope
guide part 5 according to the second embodiment, the
outer side 54 of the second inclined face 52 is not a
straight line parallel to the baseline C1 like in the first
embodiment, but instead is inclined with respect to the
baseline C1, unlike the first embodiment.
[0063] As illustrated in FIG. 9, in the second embodi-
ment, the outer side 54 of the second inclined face 52
has an inner edge 54E positioned on the winding drum
2 side and an outer edge 54F positioned closer to the
outer circumference 30 of the flange 3 than the inner
edge 54E. The outer side 54 of the second inclined face
52 has a shape that is inclined with respect to the baseline
C1 such that the distance between the outer edge 54F
of the second inclined face 52 and the baseline C1 is
greater than the distance between the inner edge 54E of
the second inclined face 52 and the baseline C1. Spe-
cifically, the outer side 54 of the second inclined face 52
has a shape that is displaced in the opposite direction
D2 of the winding rotation direction D1 with respect to
the baseline C1 as proceeding from the inner edge 54E
to the outer edge 54F. More specifically, the outer side
54 of the second inclined face 52 lies on a straight line
C2 (chain line C2) passing through the rotation axis K
and parallel to the radial direction of the winch drum 1.
[0064] As illustrated in FIG. 9, an inclination angle θ2
of the outer side 54 with respect to the baseline C1 when
viewing the flange 3A in the direction of the rotation axis
K, that is the inclination angle θ2 on a straight line C2

with respect to the baseline C1 is not limited, but is pref-
erably in the range from 25° to 35°, more preferably in
the range from 27.5° to 32.5°, and even more preferably
in the range from 29° to 31°. In the case where the incli-
nation angle θ2 is less than 25°, the effect of improving
the winding state of the rope R when the diameter of the
rope R has decreased may be inadequate. On the other
hand, in the case where the inclination angle θ2 exceeds
35°, variations in the timing when the ridge line 50 of the
rope guide part 5 pushes the rope R may be too large.
[0065] As illustrated in FIG. 9, in the second embodi-
ment, the distance by which the outer side 54 of the sec-
ond inclined face 52 diverges from the baseline C1 in the
opposite direction D2 of the winding rotation direction D1
increases as proceeding from the inner edge 54E to the
outer edge 54F of the outer side 54. Consequently, com-
pared to the case where the outer side 54 is parallel to
the baseline C1 like the first embodiment illustrated in
FIGS. 5 and 6, the second embodiment illustrated in
FIGS. 9 and 10 has characteristics like the following.
Namely, in the second embodiment, it is possible to pro-
vide the second inclined face 52 at a position more distant
from the baseline C1 in the opposite direction D2 of the
winding rotation direction D1 compared to the first em-
bodiment. In other words, in the second embodiment, it
is possible to provide the rope guide part 5 having a thick-
ness in the direction of the rotation axis K even at a po-
sition more distant from the baseline C1 in the opposite
direction D2 of the winding rotation direction D1 com-
pared to the first embodiment. The range over which the
rope guide part 5 having such a thickness can be provid-
ed increases as proceeding from the inner edge 54E to
the outer edge 54F of the outer side 54. Imparting such
a thickness has advantages like the following.
[0066] Namely, there is a tendency for the gap G1 be-
tween the rope portion R in the last row and the inner
face 3S of the flange 3 to cumulatively increase in layers
positioned farther radially outward among the plurality of
layers formed by the rope R wound around the winding
drum 2 as described above. This causes a tendency
whereby the rope portion R in the first row of a higher
layer less easily crosses over the rope portion R in the
last row of a lower layer inwardly in the width direction
W in layers positioned farther radially outward. Even in
such a case, in the second embodiment, a thickness is
imparted to the portion corresponding to the second in-
clined face 52 of the rope guide part 5 even at positions
more distant from the baseline C1 in the opposite direc-
tion D2 of the winding rotation direction D1 in layers po-
sitioned farther radially outward, and the imparted thick-
ness makes it easy for the rope portion R in the first row
of the higher layer to cross over the rope portion R in the
last row of the lower layer inwardly in the width direction
W. Also, the thickness imparted in this way also serves
a role of suppressing a motion in which the rope portion
R in the first row of a higher layer that has crossed over
the rope portion R in the last row of a lower layer crosses
over the rope portion R in the lower layer in the opposite
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direction (outwardly in the width direction W) and returns
to a position near the inner face 3S of the flange 3.

[Third embodiment]

[0067] FIG. 11 is a cross section illustrating the winch
drum 1 according to the third embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 12 is a diagram for explaining features of
a rope guide part 5 provided on a flange 3 of the winch
drum 1 according to the third embodiment. The upper
diagram in FIG. 12 is a cross section illustrating the flange
when viewed in the direction of the arrow at the position
of the line A-A in FIG. 11, and the lower diagram in FIG.
12 is a plan view illustrating the flange when viewed in
the direction of the arrow at the position of the line B-B
in FIG. 11.
[0068] In the winch drum 1 according to the third em-
bodiment, the configuration of the rope guide part 5 is
different from the first embodiment, but otherwise the
configuration is similar to the first embodiment. Conse-
quently, in the following description, the parts of the con-
figuration that differ from the first embodiment discussed
above will be described mainly, and a description will be
omitted for parts of the configuration that are similar to
the first embodiment.
[0069] As illustrated in FIGS. 11 and 12, in the rope
guide part 5 according to the third embodiment, the outer
side 53 of the first inclined face 51 is not a straight line
parallel to the baseline C1 like in the first embodiment,
but instead is inclined with respect to the baseline C1,
unlike the first embodiment. Further, the outer side 54 of
the second inclined face 52 is not a straight line parallel
to the baseline C1 like in the first embodiment, but instead
is inclined with respect to the baseline C1, unlike the first
embodiment. In the third embodiment, the characteristics
of the outer side 54 of the second inclined face 52 are
similar to those of the outer side 54 of the second inclined
face 52 in the second embodiment, and therefore a de-
scription is omitted.
[0070] As illustrated in FIG. 11, in the third embodi-
ment, the outer side 53 of the first inclined face 51 has
an inner edge 53E positioned on the winding drum 2 side
and an outer edge 53F positioned closer to the outer
circumference 30 of the flange 3 than the inner edge 53E.
The outer side 53 of the first inclined face 51 has a shape
that is inclined with respect to the baseline C1 such that
the distance between the outer edge 53F of the first in-
clined face 51 and the baseline C1 is greater than the
distance between the inner edge 53E of the first inclined
face 51 and the baseline C1. Specifically, the outer side
53 of the first inclined face 51 has a shape that is dis-
placed in the winding rotation direction D1 with respect
to the baseline C1 as proceeding from the inner edge
53E to the outer edge 53F. More specifically, the outer
side 53 of the first inclined face 51 lies on a straight line
C3 (chain line C3) passing through the rotation axis K
and parallel to the radial direction of the winch drum 1.
[0071] As illustrated in FIG. 11, an inclination angle 03

of the outer side 53 with respect to the baseline C1 when
viewing the flange 3A in the direction of the rotation axis
K, that is an inclination angle θ3 on a straight line C3 with
respect to the baseline C1 is not limited, but is preferably
in the range from 25° to 35°, more preferably in the range
from 27.5° to 32.5°, and even more preferably in the
range from 29° to 31°. Further, a total angle (θ2 + θ3)
including the angle θ2 and the angle θ3 is preferably in
the range from 50° to 70°, more preferably in the range
from 55° to 65°, and even more preferably in the range
from 58° to 62°. In the case where the inclination angle
θ3 is less than 25° or the total angle (θ2 + θ3) is less than
50°, the effect of improving the winding state of the rope
R when the diameter of the rope R has decreased may
be inadequate. On the other hand, in the case where the
inclination angle θ3 exceeds 35° or the total angle (θ2 +
θ3) exceeds 70°, variations in the timing when the ridge
line 50 of the rope guide part 5 pushes the rope R may
be too large.
[0072] As illustrated in FIG. 11, in the third embodi-
ment, the distance by which the outer side 53 of the first
inclined face 51 diverges from the baseline C1 in the
winding rotation direction D1 increases as proceeding
from the inner edge 53E to the outer edge 53F of the
outer side 53. Consequently, in the third embodiment, an
inclination angle θ4 (see FIG. 12) of the first inclined face
51 with respect to the inner face 3S of the flange 3 de-
creases as proceeding from the inner edge 53E to the
outer edge 53F of the outer side 53 compared to the case
where the outer side 53 of the first inclined face 51 is
parallel to the baseline C1. The rope R used in the crane
100 normally has some degree of rigidity and is not very
flexible. Consequently, if the inclination angle θ4 can be
decreased, the rope R in the first row of a higher layer is
guided smoothly along the first inclined face 51. In other
words, the first inclined face 51 having a small inclination
angle θ4 can guide the rope R in the higher layer such
that the rope R in the higher layer crosses over the rope
R in the last row of a lower layer inwardly in the width
direction W while bending the rope R in the higher layer
little by little. Consequently, in the third embodiment, the
rope R can be made to cross over smoothly in layers
positioned farther radially outward among the plurality of
layers. This causes the rope portion R in the first row to
cross over the rope portion R in the last row of the lower
layer inwardly in the width direction W and be more easily
disposed in the proper position, even in the case where
the gap G1 between the rope portion R in the last row
and the inner face 3S of the flange 3 cumulatively in-
creases.

[Fourth embodiment]

[0073] FIG. 13 is a cross section illustrating the winch
drum 1 according to the fourth embodiment of the present
invention. FIG. 14 is a diagram for explaining features of
a rope guide part 5 provided on a flange 3 of the winch
drum 1 according to the fourth embodiment. The upper
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diagram in FIG. 14 is a cross section illustrating the flange
when viewed in the direction of the arrow at the position
of the line A-A in FIG. 13, and the middle diagram in FIG.
14 is a cross section illustrating the flange when viewed
in the direction of the arrow at the position of the line B-
B in FIG. 13, and the lower diagram in FIG. 14 is a plan
view illustrating the flange when viewed in the direction
of the arrow at the position of the line C-C in FIG. 13.
[0074] In the winch drum 1 according to the fourth em-
bodiment, the configuration of the rope guide part 5 is
different from the first embodiment, but otherwise the
configuration is similar to the first embodiment. Conse-
quently, in the following description, the parts of the con-
figuration that differ from the first embodiment discussed
above will be described mainly, and a description will be
omitted for parts of the configuration that are similar to
the first embodiment.
[0075] As illustrated in FIGS. 13 and 14, in the rope
guide part 5 according to the fourth embodiment, a con-
figuration of the ridge line 50 is different from the one of
the first embodiment. Further, in the fourth embodiment,
the outer side 53 of the first inclined face 51 is not a
straight line parallel to the baseline C1 like in the first
embodiment, but instead is inclined with respect to the
baseline C1, unlike the first embodiment. Further, the
outer side 54 of the second inclined face 52 is not a
straight line parallel to the baseline C1 like in the first
embodiment, but instead is inclined with respect to the
baseline C1, unlike the first embodiment. In the fourth
embodiment, the characteristics of the outer side 53 of
the first inclined face 51 are similar to those of the outer
side 53 of the first inclined face 51 in the third embodi-
ment, and the characteristics of the outer side 54 of the
second inclined face 52 are similar to those of the outer
side 54 of the second inclined face 52 in the second em-
bodiment and the third embodiment, and therefore a de-
scription is omitted.
[0076] As illustrated in FIGS. 13 and 14, the ridge line
50 of the rope guide part 5 according to the fourth em-
bodiment has a shape that is displaced in the opposite
direction D2 of the winding rotation direction D1 with re-
spect to the baseline C1 as proceeding from the inner
edge 50E to the outer edge 50F. Specifically, the ridge
line 50 has a first ridge line part 50A and a second ridge
line part 50B. The first ridge line part 50A is positioned
on the winding drum 2 side, while the second ridge line
part 50B is positioned closer to the outer circumference
30 of the flange 3 than the first ridge line part 50A. Among
the plurality of layers formed by the rope R wound around
the winding drum 2, the first ridge line part 50A is provided
at a position corresponding to the rope R in the first layer,
while the second ridge line part 50B is provided at a po-
sition corresponding to the rope R in the second and high-
er layers.
[0077] As illustrated in FIG. 13, when the flange 3A is
viewed in the direction of the rotation axis K, the first ridge
line part 50A is positioned on the baseline C1. The sec-
ond ridge line part 50B is at a position shifted in the op-

posite direction D2 of the winding rotation direction D1
with respect to the baseline C1. The first ridge line part
50A and the second ridge line part 50B both extend lin-
early in a direction parallel to the baseline C1.
[0078] In the fourth embodiment, the first inclined face
51 includes a face joining the outer side 53 and the first
ridge line part 50A in the circumferential direction and a
face joining the outer side 53 and the second ridge line
part 50B in the circumferential direction. Also, the second
inclined face 52 includes a face joining the outer side 54
and the first ridge line part 50A in the circumferential di-
rection and a face joining the outer side 54 and the second
ridge line part 50B in the circumferential direction.
[0079] In the fourth embodiment, of the ridge line 50,
the first ridge line part 50A is positioned on the baseline
C1 while the second ridge line part 50B is at a position
shifted in the opposite direction D2 of the winding rotation
direction D1 with respect to the baseline C1. This makes
it possible to shift the position where the second ridge
line part 50B opposes the rope R farther in the opposite
direction D2 of the winding rotation direction D1 from the
position of the baseline C1 than the position where the
first ridge line part 50A opposes the rope R. In other
words, at the point in time when the winch drum 1 rotates
the same angle as the angle at which the rope R opposes
the first ridge line part 50A, the rope R in the layers cor-
responding to the position where the second ridge line
part 50B is provided do not yet oppose the second ridge
line part 50B, and will oppose the second ridge line part
50B at a later point in time. Consequently, for reasons
similar to the reasons described in the first embodiment,
the rope R can be wound neatly even in the case where
the diameter of the rope R decreases compared to the
ideal dimension.

[Other modifications]

[0080] The present invention is not limited to the em-
bodiments described above. The present invention in-
cludes configurations like the following, for example.
[0081] The second to fourth embodiments illustrate a
case in which the outer side 54 of second inclined face
lies on the straight line C2 passing through the rotation
axis K and parallel to the radial direction of the winch
drum 1, but the configuration is not limited thereto. The
outer side 54 does not have to be parallel to the straight
line C2.
[0082] The third to fourth embodiments illustrate a case
in which the outer side 53 of first inclined face lies on the
straight line C3 passing through the rotation axis K and
parallel to the radial direction of the winch drum 1, but
the configuration is not limited thereto. The outer side 53
does not have to be parallel to the straight line C3.
[0083] Also, at least one of the outer side 53 of the first
inclined face 51 and the outer side 54 of the second in-
clined face 52 may be curved.
[0084] In addition, the ridge line 50 may be a curve, a
combination of a plurality of straight lines, or a combina-
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tion of a curve and a straight line.
[0085] The embodiments illustrate a case in which the
baseline C1 is a straight line passing through the center
of the first crossing section T1 in the circumferential di-
rection of the winding drum 2, but the baseline C1 is not
limited thereto and may also be a straight line passing
through a position shifted from the center of the first
crossing section T1.
[0086] As described above, there is provided a winch
drum capable of winding a rope neatly even in the case
where the diameter of the rope is smaller than the ideal
dimensions, as well as a crane provided with such a
winch drum.

(1) Provided is a winch drum rotatable about a rota-
tion axis in a winding rotation direction in which a
rope is wound and an opposite direction. The winch
drum includes a winding drum around which the rope
is wound such that a plurality of rope portions forming
the rope are arranged in a width direction of the wind-
ing drum and are also layered in a plurality of layers
in a radial direction of the winding drum, and a pair
of flanges provided on either end of the winding drum
in the width direction. On an outer circumferential
surface of the winding drum, a first parallel section
having a plurality of parallel grooves parallel to a cir-
cumferential direction of the outer circumferential
surface and lined up in the width direction, a first
crossing section having a plurality of inclined
grooves inclined with respect to the circumferential
direction and lined up in the width direction, a second
parallel section having a plurality of parallel grooves
parallel to the circumferential direction and lined up
in the width direction, and a second crossing section
having a plurality of inclined grooves inclined with
respect to the circumferential direction and lined up
in the width direction are formed in the above order
in the circumferential direction. An inner face of each
of the pair of flanges is provided with a rope guide
part that guides a rope portion in a higher layer such
that the rope portion in the higher layer crosses a
rope portion in a lower layer in the first crossing sec-
tion. The rope guide part has a first inclined face that
the rope opposes when the rope is wound, a second
inclined face that the rope opposes when the rope
is wound, the second inclined face being adjacent
to the first inclined face in the opposite direction of
the winding rotation direction, and a ridge line posi-
tioned at a boundary between the first inclined face
and the second inclined face to form an inner side
of each. The first inclined face has an outer side at
a position shifted in the winding rotation direction with
respect to the ridge line, and has a shape that is
inclined with respect to the inner face to be positioned
farther inward in the width direction of the winding
drum as proceeding from the outer side of the first
inclined face to the ridge line. The second inclined
face has an outer side at a position shifted in the

opposite direction of the winding rotation direction
with respect to the ridge line, and has a shape that
is inclined with respect to the inner face to be posi-
tioned farther inward in the width direction of the
winding drum as proceeding from the outer side of
the second inclined face to the ridge line. The ridge
line has an inner edge positioned on the winding
drum side and an outer edge positioned closer to an
outer circumference of the flange than the inner
edge. The ridge line has a shape displaced in the
opposite direction of the winding rotation direction
with respect to a baseline as proceeding from the
inner edge to the outer edge, the baseline being a
straight line passing through the rotation axis and
the inner edge.
According to the winch drum, the ridge line has a
shape displaced in the opposite direction of the wind-
ing rotation direction with respect to the baseline as
proceeding from the inner edge to the outer edge,
the baseline being a straight line passing through
the rotation axis and the inner edge. This makes it
possible to shift, in the opposite direction of the wind-
ing rotation direction, the position where the rope in
higher layers opposes the ridge line of the rope guide
part in the width direction. With this arrangement,
the rope can be neatly wound even in the case where
the diameter of the rope decreases compared to the
ideal dimension.
(2) It is preferred that in the winch drum the ridge line
have a shape inclined in the opposite direction of the
winding rotation direction with respect to the base-
line.
In this configuration, the distance by which the ridge
line of the rope guide part diverges from the baseline
in the opposite direction of the winding rotation di-
rection increases as proceeding from the inner edge
to the outer edge. Consequently, even in the case
where the gap between the rope in the last row and
the inner face of the flange cumulatively increases
in layers positioned farther radially outward among
the plurality of layers, the distance described above
can be increased according to the cumulative size
of the gap. With this arrangement, even in a layer
positioned radially outward where the gap is in-
creased, the rope in the first row crosses over the
rope in the last row of the lower layer inwardly in the
width direction and is disposed in the proper position,
and the rope can be neatly wound.
(3) In the winch drum, it is preferred that the outer
side of the second inclined face have an inner edge
positioned on the winding drum side and an outer
edge positioned closer to an outer circumference of
the flange than the inner edge, and the outer side of
the second inclined face have a shape that is inclined
in the opposite direction of the winding rotation di-
rection with respect to the baseline, such that a dis-
tance between the outer edge of the outer side of
the second inclined face and the baseline is greater
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than a distance between the inner edge of the outer
side of the second inclined face and the baseline.
In this configuration, the distance by which the outer
side of the second inclined face diverges from the
baseline in the opposite direction of the winding ro-
tation direction increases as proceeding from the in-
ner edge to the outer edge. Consequently, in this
configuration, compared to the case where the outer
side is parallel to the baseline, it is possible to provide
the second inclined face at a position more distant
from the baseline in the opposite direction of the
winding rotation direction. In other words, in this con-
figuration, compared to the case where the outer side
is parallel to the baseline, it is possible to provide the
rope guide part having a thickness in the direction
of the rotation axis K even at a position more distant
from the baseline in the opposite direction of the
winding rotation direction. The range over which the
rope guide part having such a thickness can be pro-
vided increases as proceeding from the inner edge
to the outer edge of the outer side. Imparting such a
thickness has advantages like the following. Namely,
there is a tendency for the gap between the rope in
the last row and the inner face of the flange to cu-
mulatively increase in layers positioned farther radi-
ally outward among the plurality of layers formed by
the rope wound around the winding drum. This caus-
es a tendency whereby the rope in the first row of a
higher layer less easily crosses over the rope in the
last row of a lower layer inwardly in the width direction
in layers positioned farther radially outward. Even in
such a case, in this configuration, a thickness is im-
parted to the portion corresponding to the second
inclined face of the rope guide part even at positions
more distant from the baseline in the opposite direc-
tion of the winding rotation direction in layers posi-
tioned farther radially outward, and the imparted
thickness makes it easy for the rope in the first row
of the higher layer to cross over the rope in the last
row of the lower layer inwardly in the width direction.
Also, the thickness imparted in this way also serves
a role of suppressing a motion in which the rope in
the first row of a higher layer that has crossed over
the rope in the last row of a lower layer crosses over
the rope in the lower layer in the opposite direction
(outwardly in the width direction) and returns to a
position near the inner face of the flange.
(4) In the winch drum, it is preferred that the outer
side of the second inclined face be positioned on a
straight line passing through the rotation axis.
In this configuration, because the outer side of the
second inclined face is positioned on a straight line
passing through the rotation axis, the angle of the
outer edge with respect to the baseline is fixed in all
of the plurality of layers. With this arrangement, even
in the case where the rope is wound around the wind-
ing drum in a plurality of layers, variations in the wind-
ing state among the layers occur less easily.

(5) In the winch drum, it is preferred that the outer
side of the first inclined face have an inner edge po-
sitioned on the winding drum side and an outer edge
positioned closer to an outer circumference of the
flange than the inner edge, and the outer side of the
first inclined face have a shape that is inclined in the
winding rotation direction with respect to the base-
line, such that a distance between the outer edge of
the outer side of the first inclined face and the base-
line is greater than a distance between the inner edge
of the outer side of the first inclined face and the
baseline.
In this configuration, the distance by which the outer
side of the first inclined face diverges from the base-
line in the winding rotation direction increases as pro-
ceeding from the inner edge to the outer edge of the
outer side. Consequently, in this configuration, an
inclination angle of the first inclined face with respect
to the inner face of the flange decreases as proceed-
ing from the inner edge to the outer edge of the outer
side compared to the case where the outer side of
the first inclined face is parallel to the baseline. The
rope used in the crane normally has some degree
of rigidity and is not very flexible. Consequently, if
the inclination angle can be decreased, the rope in
the first row of a higher layer is guided smoothly along
the first inclined face. In other words, the first inclined
face having a small inclination angle can guide the
rope in the higher layer such that the rope in the
higher layer crosses over the rope in the last row of
a lower layer inwardly in the width direction while
bending the rope in the higher layer little by little.
Consequently, in this configuration, the rope can be
made to cross over smoothly in layers positioned
farther radially outward among the plurality of layers.
This causes the rope in the first row to cross over
the rope in the last row of the lower layer inwardly in
the width direction and be more easily disposed in
the proper position, even in the case where the gap
between the rope in the last row and the inner face
of the flange cumulatively increases.
(6) In the winch drum, the outer side of the first in-
clined face may be positioned on a straight line pass-
ing through the rotation axis.
In this configuration, because the outer side of the
first inclined face is positioned on a straight line pass-
ing through the rotation axis, the angle of the outer
edge of the first inclined face with respect to the base-
line is fixed in all of the plurality of layers. With this
arrangement, even in the case where the rope is
wound around the winding drum in a plurality of lay-
ers, variations in the winding state among the layers
occur less easily. Also, in the case where not only
the outer side of the first inclined face is positioned
on a straight line passing through the rotation axis,
but the outer side of the second inclined face is also
positioned on a straight line passing through the ro-
tation axis, the ratio of the first crossing section with

25 26 



EP 3 722 247 A1

15

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

respect to the total circumference of the outer cir-
cumferential surface of the winding drum, or more
specifically, the ratio of the rope guide part with re-
spect to the total circumference of the outer circum-
ferential surface of the winding drum, is fixed in all
of the plurality of layers. With this arrangement, in
the case where the rope is wound around the winding
drum in a plurality of layers, variations in the winding
state among the layers occur even less easily.
(7) A crane includes a lower travelling body and an
upper slewing body slewably disposed on the lower
travelling body, and the winch drum is installed in
the upper slewing body.

[0087] In the crane, the rope can be neatly wound even
in the case where the diameter of the rope decreases
compared to the ideal dimension.

Claims

1. A winch drum rotatable about a rotation axis in a
winding rotation direction in which a rope is wound
and an opposite direction of the winding rotation di-
rection, the winch drum comprising:

a winding drum around which the rope is wound
such that a plurality of rope portions forming the
rope are arranged in a width direction of the
winding drum and are also layered in a plurality
of layers in a radial direction of the winding drum;
and
a pair of flanges provided on either end of the
winding drum in the width direction,
wherein
on an outer circumferential surface of the wind-
ing drum, a first parallel section having a plurality
of parallel grooves parallel to a circumferential
direction of the outer circumferential surface and
lined up in the width direction, a first crossing
section having a plurality of inclined grooves in-
clined with respect to the circumferential direc-
tion and lined up in the width direction, a second
parallel section having a plurality of parallel
grooves parallel to the circumferential direction
and lined up in the width direction, and a second
crossing section having a plurality of inclined
grooves inclined with respect to the circumfer-
ential direction and lined up in the width direction
are formed in the above order in the circumfer-
ential direction,
an inner face of each of the pair of flanges is
provided with a rope guide part that guides a
rope portion in a higher layer such that the rope
portion in the higher layer crosses a rope portion
in a lower layer in the first crossing section,
the rope guide part has a first inclined face that
the rope opposes when the rope is wound, a

second inclined face that the rope opposes
when the rope is wound, the second inclined
face being adjacent to the first inclined face in
the opposite direction of the winding rotation di-
rection, and a ridge line positioned at a boundary
between the first inclined face and the second
inclined face to form an inner side of each,
the first inclined face has an outer side at a po-
sition shifted in the winding rotation direction
with respect to the ridge line, and has a shape
that is inclined with respect to the inner face to
be positioned farther inward in the width direc-
tion of the winding drum as proceeding from the
outer side of the first inclined face to the ridge
line,
the second inclined face has an outer side at a
position shifted in the opposite direction of the
winding rotation direction with respect to the
ridge line, and has a shape that is inclined with
respect to the inner face to be positioned farther
inward in the width direction of the winding drum
as proceeding from the outer side of the second
inclined face to the ridge line,
the ridge line has an inner edge positioned on
the winding drum side and an outer edge posi-
tioned closer to an outer circumference of the
flange than the inner edge, and
the ridge line has a shape displaced in the op-
posite direction of the winding rotation direction
with respect to a baseline as proceeding from
the inner edge to the outer edge, the baseline
being a straight line passing through the rotation
axis and the inner edge.

2. The winch drum according to claim 1, wherein the
ridge line has a shape inclined in the opposite direc-
tion of the winding rotation direction with respect to
the baseline.

3. The winch drum according to claim 1 or 2, wherein
the outer side of the second inclined face has an
inner edge positioned on the winding drum side and
an outer edge positioned closer to an outer circum-
ference of the flange than the inner edge, and
the outer side of the second inclined face has a shape
that is inclined in the opposite direction of the winding
rotation direction with respect to the baseline, such
that a distance between the outer edge of the outer
side of the second inclined face and the baseline is
greater than a distance between the inner edge of
the outer side of the second inclined face and the
baseline.

4. The winch drum according to claim 3, wherein the
outer side of the second inclined face is positioned
on a straight line passing through the rotation axis.

5. The winch drum according to any one of claims 1 to
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4, wherein the outer side of the first inclined face has
an inner edge positioned on the winding drum side
and an outer edge positioned closer to an outer cir-
cumference of the flange than the inner edge, and
the outer side of the first inclined face has a shape
that is inclined in the winding rotation direction with
respect to the baseline, such that a distance between
the outer edge of the outer side of the first inclined
face and the baseline is greater than a distance be-
tween the inner edge of the outer side of the first
inclined face and the baseline.

6. The winch drum according to claim 5, wherein the
outer side of the first inclined face is positioned on a
straight line passing through the rotation axis.

7. A crane comprising:

a lower travelling body; and
an upper slewing body slewably disposed on the
lower travelling body,
wherein
the winch drum according to any one of claims
1 to 6 is installed in the upper slewing body.
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