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(54) LOCALIZATION AND PROJECTION IN BUILDINGS BASED ON A REFERENCE SYSTEM

(57) A system for updating a point cloud of an envi-
ronment having markers for measuring an environment
and a method are provided. The system includes a mobile
device having a camera. The system further includes one
or more processors responsive to executable computer
instructions to perform a method comprising capturing
one or more images of at least a portion of the environ-

ment that include the one or more markers in the one or
more images, identifying the one or more markers within
the one or more images, comparing the identified one or
more markers to a reference system with known coordi-
nates and integrating the one or more images into a point
cloud.
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Description

BACKGROUND

[0001] The subject matter disclosed herein relates to
use of a 3D laser scanner time-of-flight (TOF) coordinate
measurement device, and in particular to a phase-based
TOF measurement device. A 3D laser scanner of this
type steers a beam of light to a non-cooperative target
such as a diffusely scattering surface of an object. A dis-
tance meter in the device measures a distance to the
object, and angular encoders measure the angles of ro-
tation of two axles in the device. The measured distance
and two angles enable a processor in the device to de-
termine the 3D coordinates of the target.
[0002] A TOF laser scanner is a scanner in which the
distance to a target point is determined based on the
speed of light in air between the scanner and a target
point. Laser scanners are typically used for scanning
closed or open spaces such as interior areas of buildings,
industrial installations and tunnels. They may be used,
for example, in industrial applications and accident re-
construction applications. A laser scanner optically scans
and measures objects in a volume around the scanner
through the acquisition of data points representing object
surfaces within the volume. Such data points are ob-
tained by transmitting a beam of light onto the objects
and collecting the reflected or scattered light to determine
the distance, two-angles (i.e., an azimuth and a zenith
angle), and optionally a gray-scale value. This raw scan
data is collected, stored and sent to a processor or proc-
essors to generate a 3D image representing the scanned
area or object.
[0003] Generating an image requires at least three val-
ues for each data point. These three values may include
the distance and two angles, or may be transformed val-
ues, such as the x, y, z coordinates. In an embodiment,
an image is also based on a fourth gray-scale value,
which is a value related to irradiance of scattered light
returning to the scanner.
[0004] Most TOF scanners direct the beam of light
within the measurement volume by steering the light with
a beam steering mechanism. The beam steering mech-
anism includes a first motor that steers the beam of light
about a first axis by a first angle that is measured by a
first angular encoder (or other angle transducer). The
beam steering mechanism also includes a second motor
that steers the beam of light about a second axis by a
second angle that is measured by a second angular en-
coder (or other angle transducer).
[0005] Many contemporary laser scanners include a
camera mounted on the laser scanner for gathering cam-
era digital images of the environment and for presenting
the camera digital images to an operator of the laser
scanner. By viewing the camera images, the operator of
the scanner can determine the field of view of the meas-
ured volume and adjust settings on the laser scanner to
measure over a larger or smaller region of space. In ad-

dition, the camera digital images may be transmitted to
a processor to add color to the scanner image. To gen-
erate a color scanner image, at least three positional co-
ordinates (such as x, y, z) and three-color values (such
as red, green, blue "RGB") are collected for each data
point.
[0006] Reference systems provide a link between a
digital world and real world when camera digital images
by measuring targets within an environment that can be
used for localization and positioning within the environ-
ment. Reference systems use targets to obtain accurate
and known locations relative to each other in order to
register multiple individual scans from their own individ-
ual coordinate system into a single, aligned common co-
ordinate reference system. Reference systems are used
to measure an environment, e.g., a building, factory or
any other enclosure, which can be used for later locali-
zation and positioning within the building or factory.
[0007] Accordingly, while existing localization and po-
sitioning of an environment using reference systems are
suitable for their intended purposes, what is needed is a
reference system that provides a more accurate link be-
tween a real world environment and the digital represen-
tations of the environment using certain features of em-
bodiments of the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

[0008] According to one embodiment, a system for up-
dating a point cloud of an environment having markers
is provided. The system includes a mobile device having
a camera. The system further includes one or more proc-
essors responsive to executable computer instructions
to perform a method comprising capturing one or more
images of at least a portion of the environment that in-
clude one or more markers in the one or more images,
identifying the one or more markers within the one or
more images, comparing the identified one or more mark-
ers to a reference system with known coordinates and
integrating the one or more images into a point cloud.
[0009] In addition to one or more of the features de-
scribed herein, or as an alternative, further embodiments
of the system may include the method further comprises
locating the markers within the point cloud. In addition to
one or more of the features described herein, or as an
alternative, further embodiments of the system may in-
clude the method further comprises generating a digital
twin of the environment comprising 3D coordinate points
on surfaces of the environment. In addition to one or more
of the features described herein, or as an alternative,
further embodiments of the system may include the meth-
od further comprises automatically or semi-automatically
updating one or more images of the digital twin over time
as the environment changes.
[0010] In addition to one or more of the features de-
scribed herein, or as an alternative, further embodiments
of the system may include n the one or more markers
each including a quick response (QR) code. In addition
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to one or more of the features described herein, or as an
alternative, further embodiments of the system may in-
clude the camera being further operable to take an image
of a QR code of a marker of the one or more markers
and the 3D measuring device is further operable to lo-
calize itself using the image of the QR code. In addition
to one or more of the features described herein, or as an
alternative, further embodiments of the system may in-
clude the 3D measuring device being operable to project
the reference system of the environment and receive a
selection of a marker of the one or more markers.
[0011] In addition to one or more of the features de-
scribed herein, or as an alternative, further embodiments
of the system may include the camera being a photo-
grammetry camera or a two-dimensional camera asso-
ciated with a mobile phone. In addition to one or more of
the features described herein, or as an alternative, further
embodiments of the system may include the environment
being a factory or building. In addition to one or more of
the features described herein, or as an alternative, further
embodiments of the system may include the digital twin
being used to layout/place equipment in the factory or
building. In addition to one or more of the features de-
scribed herein, or as an alternative, further embodiments
of the system may include the one or more markers in-
dicating a key point within the environment.
[0012] According to another embodiment, a method for
measuring an environment is provided. The method com-
prises installing one or more markers within an environ-
ment. The method further comprises capturing, by a cam-
era, one or more images of at least a portion of the en-
vironment in which the one or more markers are installed.
The method further comprises creating a digital twin of
the environment by identifying, by a 3D measuring de-
vice, the one or more markers within the one or more
images, comparing the identified one or more markers
to a reference system with known coordinates and inte-
grating the one or more images into a point cloud.
[0013] In addition to one or more of the features de-
scribed herein, or as an alternative, further embodiments
of the method may include automatically or semi-auto-
matically updating one or more images of the digital twin
over time as the environment changes. In addition to one
or more of the features described herein, or as an alter-
native, further embodiments of the method may include
the one or more markers each having a quick response
(QR) code. In addition to one or more of the features
described herein, or as an alternative, further embodi-
ments of the method may include the camera being fur-
ther operable to take an image of a QR code of a marker
of the one or more markers and the 3D measuring device
is further operable to localize itself using the image of the
QR code.
[0014] In addition to one or more of the features de-
scribed herein, or as an alternative, further embodiments
of the method may include projecting the reference sys-
tem of the environment and receiving a selection of a
marker of the one or more markers. In addition to one or

more of the features described herein, or as an alterna-
tive, further embodiments of the method may include the
camera is photogrammetry camera or a two-dimensional
camera associated with a mobile phone. In addition to
one or more of the features described herein, or as an
alternative, further embodiments of the method may in-
clude the environment being a factory or building.
[0015] In addition to one or more of the features de-
scribed herein, or as an alternative, further embodiments
of the method may include the digital twin being used to
layout/place equipment in the factory or building. In ad-
dition to one or more of the features described herein, or
as an alternative, further embodiments of the method
may include the one or more markers indicating a key
point within the environment.
[0016] These and other advantages and features will
become more apparent from the following description
taken in conjunction with the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0017] The subject matter, which is regarded as the
invention, is particularly pointed out and distinctly claimed
in the claims at the conclusion of the specification. The
foregoing and other features, and advantages of the in-
vention are apparent from the following detailed descrip-
tion taken in conjunction with the accompanying draw-
ings in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a laser scanner in
accordance with an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a side view of the laser scanner illustrating
a method of measurement according to an embod-
iment;

FIG. 3 is a schematic illustration of the optical, me-
chanical, and electrical components of the laser
scanner according to an embodiment;

FIG. 4 illustrates a schematic illustration of the laser
scanner of FIG. 1 according to an embodiment;

FIG. 5A illustrates a schematic illustration of the laser
scanner of FIG. 1 measuring an environment accord-
ing to an embodiment;

FIG. 5B illustrates a camera used to capture an im-
age of an environment according to an embodiment;

FIG. 6 illustrates an exemplary marker of FIGs. 5A
and 5B according to an embodiment;

FIG. 7A illustrates a flow diagram illustrating a meth-
od for updating a point cloud of an environment hav-
ing markers according to an embodiment;

FIG. 7B illustrates a flow diagram illustrating a meth-
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od for updating a point cloud of an environment hav-
ing markers according to an embodiment; and

FIG. 7C illustrates a flow diagram illustrating a meth-
od for updating a point cloud of an environment hav-
ing markers according to an embodiment.

[0018] The detailed description explains embodiments
of the invention, together with advantages and features,
by way of example with reference to the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0019] The present invention relates to measuring an
environment using a 3D measuring device having a 3D
scanner. Embodiments of the invention provide advan-
tages localizing a mobile photographic device, such as
a cellular phone, within the environment and based on
identifying one or more markers placed within the envi-
ronment and their positions in a point cloud generated
by the 3D measuring device. Embodiments of the inven-
tion provide advantages in providing a layout and/or
placement of equipment within the environment. Embod-
iments of the invention provide still further advantages in
updating images stored within the point cloud using the
mobile photographic device.
[0020] Referring now to FIGs. 1 - 3, a laser scanner 20
is shown for optically scanning and measuring the envi-
ronment surrounding the laser scanner 20. The laser
scanner 20 has a measuring head 22 and a base 24. The
measuring head 22 is mounted on the base 24 such that
the laser scanner 20 may be rotated about a vertical axis
23. In one embodiment, the measuring head 22 includes
a gimbal point 27 that is a center of rotation about the
vertical axis 23 and a horizontal axis 25. The measuring
head 22 has a rotary mirror 26, which may be rotated
about the horizontal axis 25. The rotation about the ver-
tical axis may be about the center of the base 24. The
terms vertical axis and horizontal axis refer to the scanner
in its normal upright position. It is possible to operate a
3D coordinate measurement device on its side or upside
down, and so to avoid confusion, the terms azimuth axis
and zenith axis may be substituted for the terms vertical
axis and horizontal axis, respectively. The term pan axis
or standing axis may also be used as an alternative to
vertical axis.
[0021] The measuring head 22 is further provided with
an electromagnetic radiation emitter, such as light emitter
28, for example, that emits an emitted light beam 30. In
one embodiment, the emitted light beam 30 is a coherent
light beam such as a laser beam. The laser beam may
have a wavelength range of approximately 300 to 1600
nanometers, for example 790 nanometers, 905 nanom-
eters, 1550 nm, or less than 400 nanometers. It should
be appreciated that other electromagnetic radiation
beams having greater or smaller wavelengths may also
be used. The emitted light beam 30 is amplitude or in-
tensity modulated, for example, with a sinusoidal wave-

form or with a rectangular waveform. The emitted light
beam 30 is emitted by the light emitter 28 onto a beam
steering unit, such as mirror 26, where it is deflected to
the environment. A reflected light beam 32 is reflected
from the environment by an object 34. The reflected or
scattered light is intercepted by the rotary mirror 26 and
directed into a light receiver 36. The directions of the
emitted light beam 30 and the reflected light beam 32
result from the angular positions of the rotary mirror 26
and the measuring head 22 about the axes 25 and 23,
respectively. These angular positions in turn depend on
the corresponding rotary drives or motors.
[0022] Coupled to the light emitter 28 and the light re-
ceiver 36 is a controller 38. The controller 38 determines,
for a multitude of measuring points X, a corresponding
number of distances d between the laser scanner 20 and
the points X on object 34. The distance to a particular
point X is determined based at least in part on the speed
of light in air through which electromagnetic radiation
propagates from the device to the object point X. In one
embodiment, the phase shift of modulation in light emit-
ted by the laser scanner 20 and the point X is determined
and evaluated to obtain a measured distance d.
[0023] As used herein TOF scanners may use a variety
of methods for determining the distance d. These meth-
ods may include modulating the emitted light (e.g., sinu-
soidally) and measuring the phase shift of the returning
light (phase-based scanners), or measuring the time in-
terval between the emitted and returning light pulses
(pulse-based scanners). The speed of light in air depends
on the properties of the air such as the air temperature,
barometric pressure, relative humidity, and concentra-
tion of carbon dioxide. Such air properties influence the
index of refraction n of the air. The speed of light in air is
equal to the speed of light in vacuum c divided by the
index of refraction. In other words, Cair = c / n. It should
be appreciated that while embodiments herein may refer
to a phase-shift type TOF scanner, this is for example
purposes and the claims should not be so limited. A meth-
od of measuring distance based on the time-of-flight of
light (whether phase or pulse based) depends on the
speed of light in air and is therefore easily distinguished
from methods of measuring distance based on triangu-
lation. Triangulation-based methods involve projecting
light from a light source along a particular direction and
then intercepting the light on a camera pixel along a par-
ticular direction. By knowing the distance between the
camera and the projector and by matching a projected
angle with a received angle, the method of triangulation
enables the distance to the object to be determined based
on one known length and two known angles of a triangle.
The method of triangulation, therefore, does not directly
depend on the speed of light in air.
[0024] In one mode of operation, the scanning of the
volume around the laser scanner 20 takes place by ro-
tating the rotary mirror 26 relatively quickly about axis 25
while rotating the measuring head 22 relatively slowly
about axis 23, thereby moving the assembly in a spiral
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pattern. In an exemplary embodiment, the rotary mirror
rotates at a maximum speed of 5820 revolutions per
minute. For such a scan, the gimbal point 27 defines the
origin of the local stationary reference system. The base
24 rests in this local stationary reference system.
[0025] In addition to measuring a distance d from the
gimbal point 27 to an object point X, the scanner 20 may
also collect gray-scale information related to the received
optical power (equivalent to the term "brightness.") The
gray-scale value may be determined at least in part, for
example, by integration of the bandpass-filtered and am-
plified signal in the light receiver 36 over a measuring
period attributed to the object point X.
[0026] The measuring head 22 may include a display
device 40 integrated into the laser scanner 20. The dis-
play device 40 may include a graphical touch screen 41,
as shown in FIG. 1, which allows the operator to set the
parameters or initiate the operation of the laser scanner
20. For example, the screen 41 may have a user interface
that allows the operator to provide measurement instruc-
tions to the device, and the screen may also display
measurement results.
[0027] The laser scanner 20 includes a carrying struc-
ture 42 that provides a frame for the measuring head 22
and a platform for attaching the components of the laser
scanner 20. In one embodiment, the carrying structure
42 is made from a metal such as aluminum. The carrying
structure 42 includes a traverse member 44 having a pair
of walls 46, 48 on opposing ends. The walls 46, 48 are
parallel to each other and extend in a direction opposite
the base 24. Shells 50, 52 are coupled to the walls 46,
48 and cover the components of the laser scanner 20.
In the exemplary embodiment, the shells 50, 52 are made
from a plastic material, such as polycarbonate or poly-
ethylene for example. The shells 50, 52 cooperate with
the walls 46, 48 to form a housing for the laser scanner 20.
[0028] On an end of the shells 50, 52 opposite the walls
46, 48 a pair of yokes 54, 56 are arranged to partially
cover the respective shells 50, 52. In the exemplary em-
bodiment, the yokes 54, 56 are made from a suitably
durable material, such as aluminum for example, that
assists in protecting the shells 50, 52 during transport
and operation. The yokes 54, 56 each includes a first
arm portion 58 that is coupled, such as with a fastener
for example, to the traverse 44 adjacent the base 24. The
arm portion 58 for each yoke 54, 56 extends from the
traverse 44 obliquely to an outer corner of the respective
shell 50, 52. From the outer corner of the shell, the yokes
54, 56 extend along the side edge of the shell to an op-
posite outer corner of the shell. Each yoke 54, 56 further
includes a second arm portion that extends obliquely to
the walls 46, 48. It should be appreciated that the yokes
54, 56 may be coupled to the traverse 42, the walls 46,
48 and the shells 50, 54 at multiple locations.
[0029] The pair of yokes 54, 56 cooperate to circum-
scribe a convex space within which the two shells 50, 52
are arranged. In the exemplary embodiment, the yokes
54, 56 cooperate to cover all of the outer edges of the

shells 50, 54, while the top and bottom arm portions
project over at least a portion of the top and bottom edges
of the shells 50, 52. This provides advantages in protect-
ing the shells 50, 52 and the measuring head 22 from
damage during transportation and operation. In other em-
bodiments, the yokes 54, 56 may include additional fea-
tures, such as handles to facilitate the carrying of the
laser scanner 20 or attachment points for accessories
for example.
[0030] On top of the traverse 44, a prism 60 is provided.
The prism extends parallel to the walls 46, 48. In the
exemplary embodiment, the prism 60 is integrally formed
as part of the carrying structure 42. In other embodi-
ments, the prism 60 is a separate component that is cou-
pled to the traverse 44. When the mirror 26 rotates, during
each rotation the mirror 26 directs the emitted light beam
30 onto the traverse 44 and the prism 60. Due to non-
linearities in the electronic components, for example in
the light receiver 36, the measured distances d may de-
pend on signal strength, which may be measured in op-
tical power entering the scanner or optical power entering
optical detectors within the light receiver 36, for example.
In an embodiment, a distance correction is stored in the
scanner as a function (possibly a nonlinear function) of
distance to a measured point and optical power (gener-
ally unscaled quantity of light power sometimes referred
to as "brightness") returned from the measured point and
sent to an optical detector in the light receiver 36. Since
the prism 60 is at a known distance from the gimbal point
27, the measured optical power level of light reflected by
the prism 60 may be used to correct distance measure-
ments for other measured points, thereby allowing for
compensation to correct for the effects of environmental
variables such as temperature. In the exemplary embod-
iment, the resulting correction of distance is performed
by the controller 38.
[0031] In an embodiment, the base 24 is coupled to a
swivel assembly (not shown) such as that described in
commonly owned U.S. Patent No. 8,705,012 (’012),
which is incorporated by reference herein. The swivel
assembly is housed within the carrying structure 42 and
includes a motor 138 that is configured to rotate the
measuring head 22 about the axis 23. In an embodiment,
the angular/rotational position of the measuring head 22
about the axis 23 is measured by angular encoder 134.
[0032] An auxiliary image acquisition device 66 may
be a device that captures and measures a parameter
associated with the scanned area or the scanned object
and provides a signal representing the measured quan-
tities over an image acquisition area. The auxiliary image
acquisition device 66 may be, but is not limited to, a py-
rometer, a thermal imager, an ionizing radiation detector,
or a millimeter-wave detector. In an embodiment, the
auxiliary image acquisition device 66 is a color camera.
[0033] In an embodiment, a central color camera (first
image acquisition device) 112 is located internally to the
scanner and may have the same optical axis as the 3D
scanner device. In this embodiment, the first image ac-
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quisition device 112 is integrated into the measuring head
22 and arranged to acquire images along the same op-
tical pathway as emitted light beam 30 and reflected light
beam 32. In this embodiment, the light from the light emit-
ter 28 reflects off a fixed mirror 116 and travels to dichroic
beam-splitter 118 that reflects the light 117 from the light
emitter 28 onto the rotary mirror 26. In an embodiment,
the mirror 26 is rotated by a motor 136 and the angu-
lar/rotational position of the mirror is measured by angu-
lar encoder 134. The dichroic beam-splitter 118 allows
light to pass through at wavelengths different than the
wavelength of light 117. For example, the light emitter 28
may be a near infrared laser light (for example, light at
wavelengths of 780 nm or 1150 nm), with the dichroic
beam-splitter 118 configured to reflect the infrared laser
light while allowing visible light (e.g., wavelengths of 400
to 700 nm) to transmit through. In other embodiments,
the determination of whether the light passes through the
beam-splitter 118 or is reflected depends on the polari-
zation of the light. The digital camera 112 obtains 2D
images of the scanned area to capture color data to add
to the scanned image. In the case of a built-in color cam-
era having an optical axis coincident with that of the 3D
scanning device, the direction of the camera view may
be easily obtained by simply adjusting the steering mech-
anisms of the scanner - for example, by adjusting the
azimuth angle about the axis 23 and by steering the mirror
26 about the axis 25.
[0034] Referring now to FIG. 4 with continuing refer-
ence to FIGS. 1-3, elements are shown of the laser scan-
ner 20. Controller 38 is a suitable electronic device ca-
pable of accepting data and instructions, executing the
instructions to process the data, and presenting the re-
sults. The controller 38 includes one or more processing
elements 122. The processors may be microprocessors,
field programmable gate arrays (FPGAs), digital signal
processors (DSPs), and generally any device capable of
performing computing functions. The one or more proc-
essors 122 have access to memory 124 for storing infor-
mation.
[0035] Controller 38 is capable of converting the ana-
log voltage or current level provided by light receiver 36
into a digital signal to determine a distance from the laser
scanner 20 to an object in the environment. Controller
38 uses the digital signals that act as input to various
processes for controlling the laser scanner 20. The digital
signals represent one or more laser scanner 20 data in-
cluding but not limited to distance to an object, images
of the environment, images acquired by panoramic cam-
era 126, angular/rotational measurements by a first or
azimuth encoder 132, and angular/rotational measure-
ments by a second axis or zenith encoder 134.
[0036] In general, controller 38 accepts data from en-
coders 132, 134, light receiver 36, light source 28, and
panoramic camera 126 and is given certain instructions
for the purpose of generating a 3D point cloud of a
scanned environment. Controller 38 provides operating
signals to the light source 28, light receiver 36, panoramic

camera 126, zenith motor 136 and azimuth motor 138.
The controller 38 compares the operational parameters
to predetermined variances and if the predetermined var-
iance is exceeded, generates a signal that alerts an op-
erator to a condition. The data received by the controller
38 may be displayed on a user interface 40 coupled to
controller 38. The user interface 140 may be one or more
LEDs (light-emitting diodes) 82, an LCD (liquid-crystal
diode) display, a CRT (cathode ray tube) display, a touch-
screen display or the like. A keypad may also be coupled
to the user interface for providing data input to controller
38. In one embodiment, the user interface is arranged or
executed on a mobile computing device that is coupled
for communication, such as via a wired or wireless com-
munications medium (e.g., Ethernet, serial, USB, Blue-
tooth™ or WiFi) for example, to the laser scanner 20.
[0037] The controller 38 may also be coupled to exter-
nal computer networks such as a local area network
(LAN) and the Internet. A LAN interconnects one or more
remote computers, which are configured to communicate
with controller 38 using a well- known computer commu-
nications protocol such as TCP/IP (Transmission Control
Protocol/Internet(^) Protocol), RS-232, ModBus, and the
like. Additional systems 20 may also be connected to
LAN with the controllers 38 in each of these systems 20
being configured to send and receive data to and from
remote computers and other systems 20. The LAN may
be connected to the Internet. This connection allows con-
troller 38 to communicate with one or more remote com-
puters connected to the Internet.
[0038] The processors 122 are coupled to memory
124. The memory 124 may include random access mem-
ory (RAM) device 140, a non-volatile memory (NVM) de-
vice 142, and a read-only memory (ROM) device 144. In
addition, the processors 122 may be connected to one
or more input/output (I/O) controllers 146 and a commu-
nications circuit 148. In an embodiment, the communi-
cations circuit 92 provides an interface that allows wire-
less or wired communication with one or more external
devices or networks, such as the LAN discussed above.
[0039] Controller 38 includes operation control meth-
ods embodied in application code. These methods are
embodied in computer instructions written to be executed
by processors 122, typically in the form of software. The
software can be encoded in any language, including, but
not limited to, assembly language, VHDL (Verilog Hard-
ware Description Language), VHSIC HDL (Very High
Speed IC Hardware Description Language), Fortran (for-
mula translation), C, C++, C#, Objective-C, Visual C++,
Java, ALGOL (algorithmic language), BASIC (beginners
all-purpose symbolic instruction code), visual BASIC, Ac-
tiveX, HTML (HyperText Markup Language), Python, Ru-
by and any combination or derivative of at least one of
the foregoing.
[0040] FIG. 5A illustrates an environment 500 in which
a laser scanner is utilized to make measurements ac-
cording to an embodiment. A laser scanner 505, which
can be the laser scanner of FIG. 1, can be placed at one
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or more designated location within the environment 500.
The laser scanner 505 can be placed on a tripod 510
having a pan-tilt axis, or can be utilized without using the
tripod 510. For example, the laser scanner 505 can be
installed on a factory/building ceiling and linked to a digital
platform. Multiple laser scanners 505 can be used to
measure environment 500. The measurement of the en-
vironment 500 results in the generation of an electronic
model comprising a collection of 3D coordinate points on
surfaces of the environment. This collection of 3D coor-
dinate points is sometimes referred to as a point cloud.
[0041] One or more targets or markers (markers) 525
(additionally illustrated in FIG. 6) can be placed at loca-
tions with the environment 505. The one or more markers
525 can be recognized by the laser scanner 505. The
one or more markers 525 can each have an associated
Quick Response (QR) code with a unique identifier (rel-
ative to other markers placed within the environment).
The location of the markers 525 may be identified with a
desired level of accuracy based on the scan of the envi-
ronment 500 be the laser scanner 505. It should be ap-
preciated that where a higher level of accuracy is desired,
the locations of the markers 525 may be measured using
another 3D measurement device, such as a laser tracker
or a total station for example.
[0042] Using the point cloud generated by the laser
scanner 505, a user can create a layout plan in a digital
tool to mark certain points with the one or more markers
525. The locations in which the one or more markers 525
are placed can be dependent on which points within the
environment 500 the user deems as desired reference
points.
[0043] When a photogrammetry camera or a mobile
device having a camera 535 (e.g., a mobile phone) cap-
tures an image of the environment 500 (see FIG. 5B)
within a field of view (FOV) 530, the reference points can
be identified. These reference points can be compared
with a reference system with known coordinates, i.e., a
Golden Model, reference model or ideal model. In an
embodiment, the Golden Model is created from the point
cloud generated by the laser scanner 505. A position of
the photogrammetry camera or the mobile device can be
calculated with six-degrees of freedom and stored inside
the obtained image. The image can be uploaded to a
digital platform, for example, a webshare cloud, and used
as additional information when generating a digital twin
of environment 500, or a link between the digital twin and
environment 500. The digital twin can be a representation
(e.g., a 3D model) of the factory/building having focal
points (locations where markers had been placed) placed
within the 3D model. In the exemplary embodiment, the
digital twin is created from the point cloud generated by
the laser scanner 505, or may be the point cloud gener-
ated by the laser scanner 505. The digital platform can
display the 3D model on a computer, or to the user or
another individual when located in environment 500, i.e.,
on site, by projecting the locations of the one or more
markers 525 within environment 500. It should be appre-

ciated that at least some portions of the environment 500
may change over time. For example, where the environ-
ment 500 is a manufacturing environment, the type and
placement of equipment within the environment 500 may
be moved or changed. Thus, embodiments provided
herein provide advantages in allowing a viewer of the
digital twin to view images of the environment 500 as it
has existed over time, rather than a static model from
when the environment 500 was scanned by the laser
scanner 505.
[0044] FIG. 7A is a flow diagram illustrating a method
of providing image localization using a reference system.
At block 705, one or more makers can be installed at one
or more locations within an environment. At block 710,
the environment can be scanned to identify and locate
the one or more markers within a point cloud. Alterna-
tively, the locations of the one or more markers can be
measured, e.g., with a laser tracker, and inserted into an
existing point cloud or Golden Model. At block 715, a
photogrammetry camera or a mobile device can be used
to obtain one or more images of the environment. At block
720, controller/computer can analyze the one or more
images to identify each of the one or more markers in
the environment and an associated location for each of
the one or more markers within the point cloud or digital
twin. At block 725, controller/computer can compare the
identified one or more markers to a known reference sys-
tem in order to localize a position of the photogrammetry
camera or the mobile device. At block 730, the control-
ler/computer can integrate the one or more images into
a point cloud of the environment, which is then stored.
At block 735, the digital twin can be displayed and/or
projected to a user. At block 740, the digital twin can be
used for localization and positioning within the environ-
ment, for example, a representation of equipment lay-
out/placement, etc. It should be appreciated that this al-
lows for the automatic or semi-automatic updating of the
images within the digital twin over time as the environ-
ment changes.
[0045] FIG. 7B is a flow diagram illustrating a method
of providing image localization using a reference system.
At block 707, one or more makers can be installed at one
or more locations within an environment. At block 712,
the environment can be scanned to identify and locate
the one or more markers within a point cloud. Alterna-
tively, the locations of the one or more markers can be
measured, e.g., with a laser tracker, and inserted into an
existing point cloud or Golden Model. At block 717, a
photogrammetry camera or a mobile device can be used
to obtain one or more images of the environment. At block
722, an image of a QR code of a marker of the one or
more markers can be taken and used to assist in local-
izing the photogrammetry camera or the mobile device
within the environment. For example, a user can scan
the QR code and subsequently take pictures in the en-
vironment in which the target is in the image, or the user
can take pictures in the environment and subsequently
scan the QR code. At block 727, a controller/computer
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can analyze the one or more images to identify each of
the one or more markers in the environment and an as-
sociated location for each of the one or more markers.
At block 732, the controller/computer can compare the
identified one or more markers to a known reference sys-
tem in order to localize a position of the photogrammetry
camera or the mobile device within the environment. At
block 737, the controller/computer can integrate the one
or more images into a point cloud of the environment
(digital twin), which is then stored. At block 742, the digital
twin can be displayed and/or projected to a user. At block
747, the digital twin can be used for localization and po-
sitioning within the environment, for example, equipment
layout/placement, etc.
[0046] FIG. 7C is a flow diagram illustrating a method
of providing image localization using a reference system.
At block 709, one or more makers can be installed at one
or more locations within an environment. At block 714,
the environment can be scanned to identify and locate
the one or more markers within a point cloud. Alterna-
tively, the locations of the one or more markers can be
measured, e.g., with a laser tracker, and inserted into an
existing point cloud or Golden Model. At block 719, a
photogrammetry camera or a mobile device can be used
to obtain one or more images of the environment. At block
724, a controller/computer can analyze the one or more
images to identify each of the one or more markers in
the environment and an associated location for each of
the one or more markers. At block 729, the control-
ler/computer can compare the identified one or more
markers to a known reference system in order to localize
a position of the photogrammetry camera or the mobile
device.
[0047] At block 734, the known reference system can
be displayed and indicate possible locations for the one
or more markers. At block 739, a user can select a dis-
played marker, for example, by scanning a QR code of
the selected marker. At block 744, the scanner can inte-
grate the one or more images into a point cloud of the
environment (digital twin), which is then stored. At block
749, the digital twin can be displayed and/or projected to
a user. At block 754, the digital twin can be used for lo-
calization and positioning within the environment, for ex-
ample, equipment layout/placement, etc.
[0048] Accordingly, the embodiments disclosed herein
describe a system that can localize active capturing de-
vices inside an environment with a reference system and
enable users to project digital information back to reality.
Localization can be established using a 2D image or 360-
degree panographic image based on known reference
points. Projection of digital data back to reality can occur
using, for example, a laser scanner or laser pointer.
[0049] The system disclosed herein can take an image.
Markers or targets of a reference system are identified
as key reference points within the image. The key refer-
ence points are then compared with known coordinates
of the reference system and the position of the device is
calculated and stored inside the image thereby creating

a digital twin.
[0050] The system disclosed herein can be used in a
variety of circumstances. For example, a reference sys-
tem can be installed inside a factory or building.
[0051] Technical effects and benefits of the disclosed
embodiments include, but are not limited to providing a
system where images of an environment can be auto-
matically or semi-automatically updated in a digital model
or point cloud at a location within the digital model that
matches the actual location and orientation where the
image was acquired.
[0052] Terms such as processor, controller, computer,
DSP, FPGA are understood in this document to mean a
computing device that may be located within an instru-
ment, distributed in multiple elements throughout an in-
strument, or placed external to an instrument.
[0053] While the invention has been described in detail
in connection with only a limited number of embodiments,
it should be readily understood that the invention is not
limited to such disclosed embodiments. Rather, the in-
vention can be modified to incorporate any number of
variations, alterations, substitutions or equivalent ar-
rangements not heretofore described, but which are com-
mensurate with the spirit and scope of the invention. Ad-
ditionally, while various embodiments of the invention
have been described, it is to be understood that aspects
of the invention may include only some of the described
embodiments. Accordingly, the invention is not to be
seen as limited by the foregoing description, but is only
limited by the scope of the appended claims.

Claims

1. A system for updating a point cloud of an environ-
ment having markers, the system comprising:

a mobile device having camera; and
one or more processors responsive to executa-
ble computer instructions to perform a method
comprising:

capturing one or more images of at least a
portion of the environment that include one
or more markers in the one or more images;
identifying the one or more markers within
the one or more images;
comparing the identified one or more mark-
ers to a reference system with known coor-
dinates; and
integrating the one or more images into a
point cloud.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the method further
comprises locating the markers within the point
cloud.

3. The device of claim 1, wherein the method further
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comprises generating a digital twin of the environ-
ment comprising 3D coordinate points on surfaces
of the environment.

4. The device of claim 3, wherein the method further
comprises automatically or semi-automatically up-
dating one or more images of the digital twin over
time as the environment changes.

5. The device of claim 1, wherein the one or more mark-
ers each include a quick response (QR) code.

6. The device of claim 5, wherein the camera is further
operable to take an image of a QR code of a marker
of the one or more markers and the 3D measuring
device is further operable to localize itself using the
image of the QR code.

7. The device of claim 1, wherein the camera is a pho-
togrammetry camera or a camera associated with a
mobile phone.

8. The device of claim 1, wherein:

the environment is a factory or a building; and
the digital twin is used to layout/place equipment
in the factory or building.

9. The device of claim 1, wherein the one or more mark-
ers indicates a key point within the environment.

10. A method for updating a point cloud of an environ-
ment having markers comprising:

installing one or more markers within an envi-
ronment;
capturing, by a camera, one or more images of
at least a portion of the environment in which
the one or more markers are installed; and
creating, by a 3D measuring device, a digital twin
of the environment by:

identifying, by the 3D measuring device, the
one or more markers within the one or more
images;
comparing the identified one or more mark-
ers to a reference system with known coor-
dinates; and
integrating the one or more images into a
point cloud.

11. The method of claim 10 further comprising automat-
ically or semi-automatically updating one or more
images of the digital twin over time as the environ-
ment changes.

12. The method of claim 10, wherein:

the one or more markers each include a quick
response (QR) code; and
the camera is further operable to take an image
of a QR code of a marker of the one or more
markers and the 3D measuring device is further
operable to localize itself using the image of the
QR code.

13. The method of claim 10 further comprising projecting
the reference system of the environment and receiv-
ing a selection of a marker of the one or more mark-
ers.

14. The method of claim 10, wherein the camera is a
photogrammetry camera or a two-dimensional cam-
era associated with a mobile phone.

15. The method of claim 10, wherein the environment is
a factory or building.
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